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CHAPTER CLXXXI. 

THE SALONIKA EXPEDITION: 
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• 
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Rolitical 1 M portance. 


O F tho many eampaijms into which 
the World War developed the Salo- 
nika expedition was one of tho most 
hotly discussed. To many it seemed 
tho key which would unlock Central Europe 
to the liberating armies of tlio Entente Powers. 
To others the undertaking appeared a wasteful 
and risky diversion of forces from other fronts 
where akine the enemy armies could bo defeated 
in mass. Accusations, on tho one side, of 
allowing politics to influence strategy, on the 
other of neglecting to strike the enemy at his 
most vulnerable and vital point, Mere freely 
bandied about. There was no subject on M hich 
expert opinion was so divided and so ^'aried. 
The issues at stake both for tho present and the 
future were so tremendous that feeling could 
not but run liigh, and difference of opinion 
as to strategical moans was often coniiectiul 
with, and always at tributed to, different ^ iews 
IS to war aims. 

Into this contentious flold it is not hero pro- 
posed to enter. We arc coiicorned in this 
chapter witli the Salonika cain[)aigii itself — a 
campaign unimportant or all-iiiiportant, it may 
he, in the general war. plan, but of a very 
distinct and interesting cliaracter from the m(*re 
point of view of operations. 

Vol. XII.— Part 144. 


It was in(‘vitablo that Salonika should in 
one way or another be involved in the World 
War. It was one of tlio four great ports of 
Europe, th(» status of which was closely bound 
up with international pnlit ies. Antwerp, Trieste, 
Salonika, Constantinople wcri' outlets to the sea 
in which various nations justly or unjustly 
claimed to possess a vital iuten^st. Rut more 
precisely, Salonika was a point 011 which (Ger- 
manic, if. not CiTman, twes liad long been 
greedily fixed. While Germany looked to 
Constantinople and beyond it to Haghrtarl and 
to C^iiro, Jier faithful satellite and accomplice*, 
Austria-TIiingary, had dreamed for years of at 
least controlling (he side lim^ down tho Vardar 
valley to tlio .Kgean. Tho signal overthrow 
of tho Turk by the Christian kingdoms of the 
Ralkans in ID 12 and tho subserpient defeat 
and punishriHait of Austria’s secret ally, 
Bulgaria, left Salonika in tho hands of Greece 
and the trade through tlie IMacei Ionian hinter- 
land in th(i hands of (Greece’s ally, Serbia. 
Serbia secured free acci^ss for comineroial 
purposes to the ^Egeaii and for (he first time 
Mas able to plan an indi'pendent economic 
exisli nee released from the jealous opyiression 
of Vienna and Jhidapest. I’he outrageous 
attack on Serbia, by Mhich tho Austro- Hun- 
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gariaii CovorniiKMit tlu‘ Knropraii 

W'ar, was no a.r})itrary ad of an^ar or ollrrukHl 
pivstig^*, but a (loliboral(‘ altiaiipt to overthrow 
the Ibilkau settlemMit ot lhl‘{ and to re<iiifo 
Serbia, tlie ^iianliari <»t th«‘ way to llu^ Kast, 
t)nee more to \’assalaj;e. Onee Serbia, was 
inv()lv(M.l in war, Salonika w’a.s doubly atiedt'd* 
Jt beeami^ an object iv(‘ on whieli Austria- 
Hungary din*et(‘d impatient, and Jtulgaria. 
mon^ wary, glan<*es. It bi'came, too, an 
imtiortant port of transit through wliidi stores 
and, la, tor, guns could pass to distrtvssod Serbia, 
from her Allies. Lastly, from tlu‘ Ix'ginniiig 
of th(‘ l)ardan(‘lles <-\petlition it beeanui an 
important eomnuTcial, and soon an important 
polit ieal, cent re. 

In an (‘arli(*r eha,[)ter* thi' Austro (lerman 
invasion of Sia'bia, combined with lUilgariad 
tn‘a.<‘hi'i’ous attack, lia,s liven cieseribtHl. Ini- 
ti'uto diplomaey laid IxMai IuIIimI into a. tal.se 


eouraged from using her sol(‘ effective weapon 
instant action. "Pho Entente diplomatists, 
inde<‘d, b(‘lieved that if the worst came to tlu' 
worst them was at least CJJrceco to count on, 
for not only tlu^ (hvek JVemier, M Venizolos^ 
Init <'V('n his jiolitical oppoiK'nt'i had acknow- 
ledged implicitly, if not explicitly, that a Bul- 
garian attack on Serbia would involve a casus 
fordrris for ( h‘(*ek interx imtion. True to this 
uiuka'standing, ^1. Veni/.t'los at once asked 
his J\ing for and proclainu'd a general mobiliza- 
tion inimediat(‘ly following on the Jbilgarian 
(announcetl Sept(*mber 211, IVHo). Two days 
b(‘for(‘, tlie (IriM'k Pnanier had ajuiroadied tlu^ 
b’reiK'h and British Ministi'rs in At lams for an 
assuraiici' that if (Irc'cec', in conformity with her 
obligations to Si'rbia, wen* di'a.wii into wai‘ with 
l>ufga.ria. t h('S(' Power's would supjily th«‘ l.-ithOOd 
tro(»|)s Si'i’bia. was bound by treaty to pla,ci‘ -on 
th«‘ l)ulg;e*i’m fi'ontirr to <‘oopcrat (‘ with hei 



, [OO'icial pholyjrapU. 

GENERALS SAKKAIL AND MAHON (the two central fijjures) EXAMINING A 

MACHINE (;UN. 


optimism tilt it wo. too late. Not only was 
th(‘r(' no a.(h‘f(uatt* numbt'r of troops ava.ilabl.* 
kn the ^asti'rn .Mi'ditiUTaiK'nii to support 
Serbia and det'‘r Bulgaria by thr(*ats when 
promises failel. S»'rbia herself was dis 
\'<4. VI 1., pj). ;M'.) ItH.S. 


ally. x\ssuri‘d of this support, ]\T. Vertizolos 
jiroeeedi'd to jirepari' (JrtH'Ce for Ikt part in 
the inevitable struggle. 

To the Ententi' I’owers M. Venizelos's iinpiii y 
was practically tantamount -though technically 
it w’as not (‘f[uivalent- — to a formal invitation. 
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Oil OctoiK T Aiiglo-Frem-h contingents began 
to disembark at ^Salonika, without wailing b)r 
Ihilgaria’s attack on Serbia, which would, to 
M. Vhuii/.(‘lus liave meant ({recce's inslant 
}>articij)ati()n in the war. His country being 
still neutral. M. Venizelos louud liini'.cJf 
oldiged by Article. XCIX. of tin* ( Ireck (’eiisti- 
tution to utter a formal [)rotest and tlundjv 
made liis constitutional stand])ninl un<'xcc])tinn- 
fib'('. iVt the same tim(‘, lioth to his mind and 
that of tile overwhelming majority of tla^ (heck 
pco|)l(! th(i British and French (*ame as allies 
of (Ireeee’a allies and tlc'icforc* as fri(Mids of 
(in‘ece. T[ he (h’eek (leiu'ral, ^Ioskh()[)oulos, 
commanding th(‘ III. (Salonika) Army Corps 
was ord(“r.‘d to show, and did show, evta’V' 
courtesy to his country's giu'sts, and tluax' 
seciiK'd no likeliliood o^' any disagrec'inent. 

I nlortlinat(dy, J\ing Const ant ine (ni October 
C) diM'<)v<‘r(‘d himself to be in disagrei'iiieiii 
with his Prime Miiiisba* as to th<‘ sc()p«* <»f the 
(h‘(M‘k mobilization. M. \'t*ni'/elos accordingly 
was forced to rt'sign. new Premiia*, M . 

Zaiinis, hastimetl, indci'd, to promis(‘ “ the 
most entin’ly and sinc(‘n‘ly bcMK'voIcnt neu- 
trality^ " to th(‘ Kntenti' Powers, and no real 
objection was mad(^ to the Salonika landing, 
but circMimstaiices had radically changi'd, and 
th(‘ Anglo-French forces found th(*ms(‘lv(‘s not a 
minute fraction, but th(‘ whoh*, of thi' r<‘lieving 
army that was to save' Serbia. 

Tludr numbers were very small. Hy October 
h then* were some 15,000 Prench and 5,000 
British trof)]>s landed. Two day^ latei- Coneral 
Sarrail, who heal been appointed ‘‘ Cianmauder- 
in-Chief of tlu* Prcnch Arni.y of the Orient,” 
disiMubarkcd and took over tlai command. 
Ceneral Sarrail had played an activi* jiart at 
the beginning of thc’i war in Prance, especially’ 
during tin*. f3attl(^ of th(^ .Alarms, aiul was looked 
on as an extremely energetic and n'sourceful 
leader.* In command of tlu^ small British for<M* 
was Ceneral Sir Bryan Alahon, who had with 
liim the 10th Division, which had takt*n j)ait 
in the Suvla Bay fighting in (Jallinoli. "Ihe 
Division was coie|)ost(l mainly^ of Irish regi- 
iuents. It was, unfortunattdy, not up to its 
full stri'iigth, as the* losses it had suffered had 
not y(“l been made good. It numbered some 
111, 000 men all told. French forces, however, 

♦ During tlio retreat t<» t tie .Marne, ({enenil Sarrail 
was in comtnaiul of the "I’hird French Army (round 
Verdun), and his ahle handling of it eontrilmted to the 
siK'ccss of (teneral . I off re’.; straitegy'. J^atcr on he 
successfully rc'-isted the (hum in (howii I’rinee’s oltensive 
on the Meuse. 


arrived in gr(‘ttter humhers Before the end of 
October thrive Preneii dixisions had reaclvd 
Salonika. 'I’he total nuntbers of th() Anglo- 
Fn'neh armies for the opening stages uf the 
campaign W(*re hetwi'en 50,000 ami 40,000. 



M. ZAIMIS, 

Greek Frcmier, October, 1915, June, 1916, and 
May, 1917. 

Tl was obvious that wh;itt*V(T was to be done 
must be done qtiiekly. On Oet oIum’ 1 1 Bulgarian 
troops undta* C(‘neral Boyad/hiyi'tf erosst'd the 
fronti(*r at various points, and the Serbians, 
who wen* putting up a fierci* n'sistaiiee to the 
.Vustro-Cerman {idvanee from the north, found 
theinsidves taken in (lank hy^ an ovi‘rwhehningly 
superioi\fori‘e. One of tin* first objects of the 
Bulgarian eommand wa-s to cut Serbia’s eom- 
immieations with Salonika. On Oetobi'r 17 
Pgri-Palanka and on Oetobi‘r 21 Vranje weiip* 
occupied. On tlu* same day the Seri dan Govern- 
mt'iit. ami the Allied Legations h*ft Nish for 
Kraljevo ; Nish was already isolati'd. 

The object ivo on both the Bulg.irian and the 
Anglo-French sides was Skoplje {formerly bet tor 
known under its oliLriirkish naim* of Uskub). 
Skoplje is not only the* child' town of the Vardai* 
valley, hut is situati'd at the j unction of the 
Xish-Salonika railway with the branch line to 
ATitrovitza, on which the Serbian Second Army 
was rc'tiring. Only by’ reaching Skoplje could 
General "Sarrail’s army attain its object of 
linking uy) with the main Si^rbian forces. The 
Bulgarians succeeded, for their task was easi‘*r. 
On October 20 General Todoroff look Veles 
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IN THE VARDAR VALLEY. 
Between Egri-Palanka and Kumanovo. 


(lay tho French 0(5onpiod Krivolak and began 
to pusli upstream to Gradsko. There was, 
}iow(wer, little hope of ivacdiing Veles. Failing 
that, tlK'n^ was no way of (establishing contact 
with the Southern Serbian army save' through 
the ditlflcult country between Krivolak and 
I’rilep. First of all, it was ntMitrssary to secure 
the p(3sition at Krivolak itself, which tho 
Hulgarians continued to bombard from thi* east 
of the riv^er. On October 30 two Bulgarian 
battali(ms attacked the bridgoliead on the 
left bank, but wore easily beaten otL The 
French occupied the heights of Kara Hojjali 
across the rivt^r and held them against repeated 
attacks of the enemy. Meanwhile, on Novem- 
ber 3, French detaclunents seized tho bridges 
over the Tcherna (rjr “ Black ”) River, of which 
the most important was one at Vozarci close by 
the junction of the Hajec with tlu* Tcherna. On 
November 10 they crossed tho latter river and 
occupied the villagers of Krushevae and Crkva, 
repulsing on the following four days “ violent 
Bulgarian attacks,” in which the enemy was 
calculated to have lost about 4,000 men. 
Thence they pushed forward along the left bank 

144-2 


( Kuprulu), and two days later his troops entered 
Skoplje. 'Jlie outnumbered Serbian army on 
the lower Vardar sc^^tor was forced to fall back 
towards the Babuna Pass, which commaiuk'd the 
entran(;e to the Pelagonian Plain mth its towns 
of Prilep and Monastic. The one hope wa^ 
that the Serbians and Anglo-French, operating 
respectively down the Babuna and up the Var- 
dar valleys, might cfTect a junction at Veles, 
the place where tho Babuna River flows into the 
Vardar. Once Veles were won, Skojdje was 
threatened, for the flat country east of the 
Vardar in this part, known as tho Ovche Polje, 
would have allowed advancing Allied forces to 
cut Bulgarian communications between Skoplje 
and Kumanovo. Sarrail, therefi^re, rushed his 
troops up in the direction of Veles. 

The advanced sector Krivolak -Veles was 
assigned to the three French divisions under 
Sarrail’s cijmmand, the rest of the Vardar 
valley from Krivolak to Salonika being guarded 
by Sir B. Mahon’s small force. On October 27 
two battalions of the Tenth Division were 
moved up from Salonika and took over the 
front Kosturino-Lake Doiran. On the same 
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and occupied the lower slopes of Mt. Arhangel. 
Tho Bulgarians liiirriedly reinforced Bioir 
troops there, sending from Voles, in addition to 
tlie 49th RestTvo Regiment and the 3rd Mace- 
donian Regiment, the 53rd Regiment. ]\Iean- 
while the Serbians luul been abU*, with the 
help of some Anglo-French reinforcements, to 
repulse a Bulgarian attack on Jzvor (“ tho 
Spring”) at tlie entrance of the Babuna Pass. 
But this succ*e>^s could not long he maintained 
in face of heavy odds. On November 16 the 
Serbians fell back on Prilep and the Babuna 
Pass was in the liands of the enemy. The 
French' on tlu' 'IJi^erna and Rajec were at once 
exposed to fresh attacks. For a fortnight, 
however, they maintained their positions and 
even continiu'd a local offensive. But by 
November 2.5 the retreat of the Serbian armies 
rcnder(>d furtluT o])erat ions on theTchc'rna use- 
less as well as dangerous. The French forces weno 
withdrawn to the right bank and grouped round 
Kavadar. Thence they retired, in conformity 
with a similar movement on the part of tlio 
forces at Krivolak, through the Demir Kapu. 
This defile stretches for some twelve miles. The 


greater part of it is fairly open and oven in parts 
cultivated. But the northern entrance to it for 
some 500 yards or more presents a grim appear# 
anco which has earned for it its name (“ Demir 
Kapu” is Turkish for “Iron Cate”). Here 
on December 5 there was some fighting, which 
was renewed on the following days. By Decem- 
ber 9, however, the French had succeeded in 
retiring safely through the gorge and were in 
position on tho river Boyemia, with tho British 
Tenth Division on their right. 

Whilst two battalions of this division had 
taken over the Kosturino-Lako Doiran front on 
October 27, tho remainder of the division moved 
up from Salonika on November 12 and occupied 
the lino east of Kosturino. Roinforcemeiits 
were being sent from England and France and 
alretuly beginning to disembark at Salonika, but 
there wore many difficulties in tho w^ay of their 
immediate utilization. Communications w4th 
Doiran were d('])endent on roads w’hich were 
little better than tracks, and transport of guns 
and stores provc'd a serious probk'in. Cencral 
Sir ('harles ^lonro, who since October 28 had 
been in command of the whole Brit ish ]\Iediter- 



GREEK TROOPS LANDING IN SALONIKA. 


[Official photograph. 
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runcfiii Expodit ioiijiry Forco, sh.\v, liowovor, tlio 
necessity for holding this lino till the now 
divisions wore disembarked at Salonika. He 
urged on (lenoral Sarrail tlio need for an ininie- 
diato \^'ilhdra\val of the French divisions from 
Serbia. Otherwise there was grave danger 
tJiat the Oerinaiis and Jiulgarians, who were 
concentrating in the Strumnitza valley, would 
overcome the resistance of the small British 
force and cut off the retreat of Oeneral Sarrail's 
army. On December G the Bulgarians attackc'd 
them in great strength, about four times tlieir 
numbers. Fierce fighting continued for three 
days. The Tenth Division showed all the 
courage and toughness which was to be expected 
from the battalions composing it -Munster, 
Dublin and Tnniskilling Fusiliers, and Con- 
naught Rangers. There were “ very heavy 
odds ” against them, but they put up a gallant 
fight as they fell back on the positions on the 
right of the Boyemia lino. Their casualt ies were 
about 1,500 and eight guns had to bo left 
behind, but heavy losses were inflicted on the 
advancing enemy. In the opinion of Ceneral 
Sir Charles Monro the troops, who, it must bo 
remembered, “ had suffered considerably from 
the cold in the Highlands of Macedonia,” “in 
the circumstances conducted themselves very 
creditably in being able to extricate themselves 
from a difficuhT^position with no great losses.” 


^Ir. John Redmond liad every justification 
for pointing with pride to the gallant be- 
haviour of this Irish division. Tn the words 
of the W’ar Office coinmuniqud, “it was 
largely duo to the gallantry of the troops, 
and especially of the Mun.-.ler Fusiliers, the^ 
Dublin lusiliers, and tlu' (V)nnaught Ran- 
gers, that the withdrawal was successfully 
accomj)lished.” 

It was impossible, henvover, to rest, on the 
Boyemia line. The small Franco- Brit isJi forces 
would have b(‘cn too far away from tlieir biise 
at Salonika, and the Bulgarians from Monastir, 
w hich they tiitered on December 2, might have 
taken them in the* flank and rear. Already the 
(piestion f)f retiring int.o Breek territory hivd 
been discussed. Having acquiesced in the 
Allies’ disembarcation at Salonika the Greek 
Government could not easily object to their 
retiring on the tow'n, but they w’cre alarmed 
at the prospect of a Germano -Bulgarian in- 
vasion in ]nirsuit of the retiring armies. The 
number of Greek troops concentrated roimd 
Salonika caused natural, if not altogether 
justified, misgivings to tlie Ilritish and French 
authorities. It was necessary to come to a 
clear understanding that no attempt would bo 
made to disarm or hamper the retiring Franco- 
Briti.sh and Serbian troops. On November 23 
the French and British Governments presented 
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th«' SkoulouHis CJoveriiiiiont* witli a Xot^ 
stating that “ in viovv of tho attitude adopted 
by the Hellenic (government towards certain 
questions affecting tlie security of tlie Allied 
troops and their freedom of action (two privi- 
leges to which they are entitled in the circum- 
stances in which they landed in («reek terri- 
tory), the Allied Powers have dt'cmed it neces- 
sary to take certain mea-jures, the effect of 
which is to sus[)end the economic and com- 
mercial facilities which CJreece has' hitherto 
enjoyed at their hands.” This partial blockade 
aroused some resentment in (Jreecc, for King 
ConstantiiK' and his Crovernmeiit disavowed 
any intention of attacking or interning the 
Anglo-French troops. Their attitude was. 


audiences of the King, but only vague promises 
that (Jreece would never attack the Allied 
troops were forthcon\ing, and as the Allies 
])ersist('d in their demands a continuation of 
the blockade was necessary. It was not till 
December 12 that the (Ireek Government 
accepted in full the demands of the Allied 
Powers, and agrt'cd to withdraw from Salonika 
all Greek troops except one division. This 
acquiescence* was not unconnected with the 
decision reached at the Paris Conference of 
the British and French Governments, at which 
it was determined that though the original object 
of the dist'inbarcation, to save Serbia, had 
failed, Salonika should none the less be held as 
a base for future operations. 



A BRITISH LOOK-OUT IN THE BALKANS. 


however, less clear as regards our ^Serbian 
Allies, and they much disliked the idea of 
withdrawing Greek troops from the zone of 
the Allied armies or conceding to the latter 
full use of the railways and harbours. They 
expressed their willingness to secure for the 
Allied armies a secure ” corridor ” of retire- 
ment on Salonika with a view to their ern- 
barcation there, and protended to fear that if 
Salonika were to be used as a base for offensive 
operations Greek territory would be involved 
in tho war. IVI.^ Denys Cochin and Lord 
Kitchener were sent out to Greece by their 
respective (Governments, and successively had 

* Tho .succession of (Iroclc l^rerniers after the forced 
resijination of M. Venizeloa was aa follows : (October 7, 
1915, M. Znimis ; November 7, M. Skouloudis ; Juno 22, 
1016, M. Zairnis : September 16, M. TCalogeropoulo.s ; 
October 9, M. Lambros ; May 3, 1917, M. Zaimia. 


By December 12 the ^^hole Franco- British * 
force had retired into Greek territory. I'cm- 
porary lines were at onc(* prei)ared in expecta- 
tion of an immediate enemy attack. They 
ran from Karasulii (“ Blackwater ”) on the 
Vardar railway to Kilindir on the Salonika- 
Dedeagatch line. A branch railway connected 
Karasulii and Kilindir. It was for the moment 
the best possible line for awaiting the enemy. 
But the attack never came. The failure of the 
Central Powers to seize their opportunity of 
disposing for ever of the Allied menace and 
occupying Salonika has been variously ex- 
plained. The Skouloudis Government always 
claimed that it was its benevolent attitude to 
the Kntente and finn tone towards the Bulgars 
that prevented the attack. Certain it is that 
even anti-Venizelist Greeks at that time viewed 
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M. SKOULOUDIS, 

Greek Premier November, 1915, to June, 1916, 


with indignation the pros])e(*t of the hereditary 
enemy treading the sacred soil of Hellas, and 
articles in this strain appeared in ])()])nlar 
anti-Venizelist papers at Athens. Other papers 
of the same party spoke of a.llo\ving an Austro- 
German, though not a Hulgarian, invasion. 
Hut this was out of the question. The Anglo- 
French already disposed of eight divisions — 
the three Fnnich which had been in Serbia, 
and five British (the 10th, 22nd, 2()th, 27th 
and 28th). There were not for the moment 
available ad(»r(uato Austro-Gerinan forces to 
(uisure a successail offensive. The usc^ of 
Bulgarian troops was necessary. But would 
Greek public opinion endure it ? Api)art»ntly 
the Germans argued that it was un\vis<\ The 
Sofia correspondent of the Nienwe Hotter- 
(kirnschc Couranl frankly admit ted on .lanuary 4, 
10 It), that the Hulgarian General Staff — and 
* particularly (General Boyadzhiyeff — had been 
in favour of an immediate pursuit of the 
retreating Allied forces. This course was 
strongly advocated by the Bulgarian Govern- 
ment Press. On the ot her liand, tlie Bulgarian 
Opposition parties and Press opposc'd s\ich an 
extension of hostilities. At this time the 
formerly Ententophil parties in Bulgaria still 
kept up the convenient fiction that Bulgaria 
was carrying on a purely national war for the 
“ liberation ” of Macedonia. More iinpoj^ant 
than those objections was the veto of the 
German authorities. The German Govern- 
ment hoped that King Constantine’s policy of 
neutrality had definitely solved all possibility 
of trouble from Greece. As for the Anglo- 
French expeditibn, it was believed and hoped 
in Berlin— and the hope found vent in an 


enormous number of pro])agandist messages 
to the Gormanophil Press of all countrievs — that 
the British and French Governments would not 
indefinitely maintain their contingents in 
Salonika, but would remove thtMu elsewhere to 
meet a much-vaunted invasion of Egypt or 
the already rumoured offensive on the Western 
front which eventually took the fonn of tho 
Battle of V('rdun. Besides, the question as to 
whether, the German or Bulgarian command 
siiould control the invading armies was not 
settled, smd the ultimate destiny of Salonika 


.1 



WINTER IN THE TRENCHES* 

would lead to wrangling Ijetween tho Allies, 
esy)ecially Austria-Hungary and Bulgaria, 
Whatever tho reason, tho retiring Anglo-French 
army was allowed to take up its new positions 
in Greek territory undisturbed. 

The war in Macedonia tints entered on a new 
phase. The Serbian campaign had been con- 
verted into the Salonika expedition. The 
Entente Powers entered on a defensive wliich 
might or might not be indefinitely prolongetl. 
The town of Salonika itself became the centre 
of interest. 
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SALONIKA. 


Salonika lies at tlie bottom of a basin formed 
by mountains of various heights. On the S.W. 
the mighty massif of Olympus towers up over 
10,000 foot, claiming for itself first place in the 
geography, as well as Die legends, of the 
country. l<\»rty miles west of Salonika llie 
Vermion (or Neagush) ridge, running dno north 
and south and culminating in the Kara Tasli 
(or Black Bock ’‘) of (>,234 feet, just fails to 
link the Olympus group with the almost con- 
tinuous lino of mountains which serves as 
Greece’s actual frontier. This out<*r circle, 
with only small gaps, runs from the Vistritsa 
(Haliakmon) X.W. uiukT the name of Kerechka 
(or Peristeri) into Serbia, then N.E. as the 
Nidjc Planina (the highest ])oint of which, 
Kaymakchalan, is 8,284 feet) to the Vardar, 
and thence ])assi*s east as tht' Belasitsa and 
Pirin ranges along the frontier whenct^ it links 
up to the north with the now Bulgarian 
Rhodope and towards the .Egean throws off 
the lower branches of the Krusha and Beshik 
J)agh and the rocky throe -j^ronged peninsula 
of ("halcidice. On the extrenu^ cast and west 
respectively lie the “Grey Mountains” (Boz 
I-)agh), which traverse the Drama district, 
and the Piiiilus group, which strcitches right 
<lown to Central Greece from Albania. Salonika 
is properly the centre of tliis geographical 
district. But to the south the chain is not com- 


plete. (.’hakadice^ and Olympus arc not joined 
as they must hav'e b(‘en thousands of years ago, 
for the sea has forced its way to the north and 
formed a nearly circular l>ay at the head of the 
Thermaic CUiIf. The double circle of moun- 
tains whu li encompass the rich Bottiaian plain 
is brokt'n by the \4stritsa (Haliakmon) to tho 
S.W'., the Bistritsa (Lydias) to the west, tho 
4^ardar (Axios) to the math, and on the east 
between the inner and outer circle of hills tho 
Struma (Stryimai) flows dow n to the s(^a througli 
the rift in the Belasitsa- IMriii cliain where the 
strong Fort Ku])el was built. There are 
lakes in great numbers in the various valleys, 
but the only ones of im[)ortance are Lake 
Tachinos, on the east, through which the 
Struma flows to tho sea, and Lakes I^anghaza 
and Beshik (Gk. Volvi), which almost isolate 
the Chal(*i<lico mountains from tho oast Mace- 
donian system. Gommunication with tho outer 
w'orld is first and foremost by sea. Salonika 
is rather Mediterranean than Balkan, both in 
climAe and cliaracter. To the north the 
Vardar Valley, with its single line of railway, 
offen'd Serbia her ono link with the /Egcnin. 
The old Roman Via E(jnatia^ on its way west 
from Byzantium to Dyrrachiuin (Durazzo), 
passed through Philip of Maced on’s capital, 
Pella (now Yanitsa), and the still older capital 
Aigai (Vodena), and then turned north to 
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Fiorina, :Monastir, Okhrida, and Elbasan. 
This is still the only easy exit to the N.W. and 
the railway from Sailonika, after making a 
detour south to \Vria (the Berea of “The 
Acts of the Apostles ”) joins it nt'ar \^odena 
and runs close to it all the way to ^lonastir. 
With the east Salonika is linked hy a eireiiitoiis 
railway which, in order to servo the more fertile 
parts of tjast iNlacedonia, goes due north to 
Doiran, tlien ottst to l^emirhissar, and thence 
through Seres and Drama finds its way to 
Constantinople. With (Ireece the Borto had 
always shunned railway connexion, hut the 
result of the Balkan wars was to offer CrecsM^ 
the opportunity of linking -up her railway 
system with Salonika. The Venizelos Oovern- 
ment had begun the task which \vas coin])let<‘d 
after his second resignation, and the new 
“ union ” line from the Thessalian frontier 
to Salonika was o[)ened on May 21, lOKi. 

Salonika itself has had a famous past.* The 
old Creek city of Thermo (probably so called 
from its “ warm ” springs) played a subordinate, 
part in Athenian history before passing under 
Macedonian rule*. Jn 215 n.c. the Macedonian 
pretender, Kassaiidros, r(*foun(hHl it and gavt^ 
it the name f>f Thessalonike, after his wife, the 
daughter of Philip 11. of Abicedon. In Roman 
Imperial tim<*s it became an important town 
on th(^ high road from the old to the new cjipital. 
It was the seeiKi in 2110 of tla^ massaere, in 
penance for wJiicli St. Ambrose foreed Theo- 
dosius tbt^ (heat to “humble in the dust the 
pridt^ of the diadem.” If. saw^ the perh'etion 
of Byzantine eeeh»siastieal arehiteetun% to 
which sonui of its ehurc’hes to-day still bear 
W'itnt^ss. ]MenacH*d Iw more than one Bul- 
garian Tsar, Salonika sent out the missionary 
saints, Cyril and Alethodius, wlio won tin* Slav 
peoples for Christendom. Sacked by the 
Saracens in tlu* ninth, and tli(' Xorinans in the 
tw^clfth, C(‘ntury, Salonika became a tributary 
kingdom under the Latin Einpi^rors of Con- 
stantinople. Reeo\'(‘red by the Greek Emperors, 
it was seized and lost in turn by three Ottoman 
^Sultans and at last put itself uiuliT the pro- 
tection of the Venetians. Finally, in 1430, 
Murad II. besieg<‘d, took, and sacked it. • It 
was a fearful blow to the Greek Orthodox 
world. One of the most famous of mediieval 
Gr€>ek dirges complains : 

They have taktMi the city, they have taken it, they have 
tnjvou ; 

* An admirable account of the kaleidoscopic fortunes 
of Salonika ia to be found in “La Ville Convoitoe,” by 
P. Risal (Paris, 1917). 


They have taken Ayia Sophia too, the great monastery. 

When Our Lady heard it the ikons wept tears. 

Hush, Sovtirf'ign La<ly ! weep not, dry thy tears ; 

Once more after long time, after long years thou shall 
regain thine own. 

The Greeks had to wait 482 years before the 
Theotokos “ regainetl hta* ow^n.” But the 
Salonika wliich their armies entered in 1012 
w’as racially a very tlifferc'nt city from the 
Salonika of 1430. The Turks had opened it to 
Jewish immigration, and the Sephardim, fleeing 
from the intolerance of tlie most Catholic 
kings of Spain, had succeeded in making it 



GENERAL SIR G. G. MONRO, G.C.M.G., 
Commanded the British Mediterranean 
Expeditionary P'orce, October, 1915. 

in the course of four ctmturies into a half- 
Jewish city. Of its 150,000 inluibitants sonio 
70,000 were .lews, and Spanish was the domi- 
nant languagi^ there. From Salonika trade 
and the Sp>anish language found their way to 
other towns of Alaeedonia an<l Thrace. Of 
recent years not oiily traile emanated thtuice. 
Salonika w^as the birtliplaee of the Young Turk 
Committee wdiich overtlirew the tyrant Abdul 
Ifamifl, only to re-t^stablish an equally ini- 
(piitous rule in his ]dace. The question of 
Salonika’s lot was not resolv’ed in the pre- 
liminary Craico-Bulgarian treaty of 1913. 
Accordingly Creek and Bulgarian armies raced 
for it. The victory was to the former. King 
George’s armies ontt^red as victors on November 
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SALONIKA JFWS TAKING THEIR SABBATH-DAY EXERCISE. 


0, l.)ut allowed a sniall (*ontiiigt‘iit oi Hiilgarii 
troops to garrison a pjiit of the town till th(‘ 
outbreak of tlu^ secMiud war. In same eit\ , 
on Mareh IS, the King f(‘ll a vietim to an 
assa.ssin’s revc.)lv(.*r shot. His son's troops, tifttu n 
we(‘ks lati r, in. alliaie e with S(*rbia. iles(royi*d 
Ihilgaria’s liopes and expelled their rivals 
from the eity. 

Snell was the varied liistfiry of the eity wliieh 
was retieiving as its guests a more v’aried army 
than had ever yet entered it. The first eare 
of the Allied (tenerals was to improvise defenee^ 
against an immediate attack. 

It was neeessary to ])repare the shortest 
line possible, for at this tim<^ the total forces 
liardly reached 200,000 men. Hut Salon ikr. 
was a diHieult ]jlaee to defend in tJiat it required 
almost a complete circle of defence round it to 
safeguard it. llio problem was rendereil 
somewhat t‘asior by the fact that considerable 
Greek fore.es were guarding the frontier on thc^ 
west at Fiorina and to the N.K. at Seres, and 
the strongly fortified post of Kupel, which 
held the gateway of the Struma into Fast 
Macedonia. It was impossible with the small 
forces at their disposal for General Sarrail and 
Sir Bryan Mahon to hold either the outer or 
even the inner circle of mountains that fturround 
Salonika. On the west the line of the Vardar 
was chosen. Towards its mouth the river is 


marshy and ('a.sily (U‘h‘nsible and, theretore, 
not many mi'ii w('re requiri'd. Li'aving the 
Vardar nc'ar I'opshin tlu' lini‘ ran t*ast for the 
Langha/.a and Heshik Laln s, finally reaching 
the (Julf of Orfa.no at Stavros (“the (Toss”). 
Altogether the distance was some .50 miles. 
Naturally and artificially the line offered good 
pros])ect of security, and ( haieral (/asti'lnau, who 
visited Salonika on l)ecf*mbor 20, on a tour of 
insp(‘ction, t‘xprcssed hims<‘lf as (piite confident, 
about 1h(‘ Allies’ jxnver to hold it. (kimparisons 
with Wellington’s famous lin(\s of Torres VedrCoS 
<»verlooki‘d certain palpable diOferences betwiH^n 
the relative acci'ssibilit y and tlefensibility of th(‘ 
two positions. But at l<?ast there was no 
question of the .\lli(*s Innng ccuiight in a ” fra]) ’ 
in Salonika itself or “ driv"c*n into the sea ” as 
the enemy was fond of boasting. The Chalcidice 
peninsula offered adecjuate. if uncomfortable, 
ground for retinnnent if he-rd pushetl, and an 
army which was in ttmch with the sea on both 
wings and could re»ly on powe^rful assistance 
from battk'ships, if necessary, need feel in no 
danger of being trapped. No precaution was 
neglectt'd to make the position as strong as 
possible. Deep, carefully sandbagged trenches 
Avere dug in the most favourable positions for 
defence with machine-guns so as to joinmand 
any advance and yet be very diflicult for the 
enemy to locate. Tlie oflfipial Press correspon- 
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Jent described the whola system of defence, with 
pardonable pride, as worthy to “ serve x as a 
model for exhibition purposes.” 

Precautions of another sort were also neces- 
sary. Following on a raid of German airrn,en, 
who threw bohibs on the field in which, curiously 
enough. Prince Andrew of Greece was reviewing 
some Greek troops, (h^neral Sarrail proceeded 
to arrest the German, Austro-Hungarian, Bul- 
garian and Turkish Consuls and their families 
and to take possession* of the Consulates. 

Against both air raid and Sarrail’s reprisal 
the Greek Government formulated an energetic 
protest. The Allies, however, were able, to 
show good groimds for their action, for it was 
discovered that the (k)nsulates had served as 
Centres not only for enemy intrigue\s and propa- 
gi^nda, but actually as storehouses of arms. 
The offending Consuls, further, were treated 
with extreme leniency. They were only de- 
tained a short time and then transported to 
Toulon, whence they rcif urned to their respective 
coimtries. The German offen<;e against Greek 
neutrality was to prov^e the first of many. On 
January 7 a Taube dropped bombs on the 


Allied camp without result. It was the 
harbinger of Zeppelin raids later. 

With General Moskhopoulos, the Commander 
of' the IITrd (Salonika) Greek Army Corps, 
General Sarrail was on the best of terms. On 
New Year’s Day they exclianged cordial greet- 
ings. On- the Greek New Year’s Day again 
(thirteen days later) th(3 population made a 
public demonstration in favour of the Allies, 
iiut the situation was too critical to he allowed 
to depend merely on Greek good will. It was 
impossible to say liow far the Greek forces in 
Bast Macedonia could -bo relied on — -events 
[)roved they could not — to ward off an enemy 
invasion. A vital point was tlie great iron 
railway bridge at Deinirhissar (“ Iron Ctistk^ ”) 
where the line from Doiran'to Seres crosst's 
the Struma not far south, of Kort Riipol, the 
key of the Struma entrance intf) (i recce. On 
^January 1 2, at the order of the Allied com- 
mand, this bridge and a smaller one at 
Kilindir (near Doiran) were blown up and 
tlie probability of an attaeje from this side 
therefore le.ssened. The (^Jret'k Government 
uttered the usual p'rotest, but t here wa^ little 
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rotiscm f o supposo it vvisJied to do more t-liiui 
suvo its 

Oil Jiinuary 19l()» OtMU'ral Sarra.il was 

invi'sttMl with tlui siijinMiie ooiniiiand ol th<^ 
AlliiMl arniit^s in ^Ia<*(*d<>iua. ("Till tlaai tho 
British oontinj^(*n( , undoi* (.{(airra.l Sir iiryaii 
Mahon, ]iad bran iudt'pand(‘nt of (Joneral 
Sarrail and sidijoot only to tho (»rd(*i*s of tho 
(%Miiinai>d(‘r-i!i-Chiof of tho J^ritish .Moditor- 
rarioiiTi Kxpoditionary Foroo (haioral Sir 

C. (\ Monro, till January Ih wht‘n ho was siic- 
o(M‘dod ])y Sir Ar<*liibald .Murray). On January 
28 Fnaioh troops suddonly appoarotl beforo tlu' 
fort rt^ss of Kara Buruii, th(‘ btaok hoadland ” 
whioh from tho S.K. oomniands tho cMitranoo ti> 
tho inner Oulf of Salonika. Kort unatoly, tho 
Orook otljjoi'r in chargt' ^avo up tho fr>rt without 
jiny ‘‘ inoident ” ooourrinjjj. Cr(‘ok fooling was, 
however, somewhat, exoited by the l^Ytmoh 
<{(‘iiorars summary nadliods, and th<' chief 
anti-Voni'/('li.st nows[)ap('r of Athens, Kynhrosy 
accused the FroiuJi troops of ‘‘ taking Kara 
Biirun at the ])oint of tlie liayumd.” 

These two precautionary measures ooncludod 
tho preparations for tlie defence of the Salonika 
lini's. For some tlin^e months or more there 
was to h(^ little or nothing of iiitt‘rest in the 


way of military operations. On February 
advanced French frontier posts had a slight 
sldrmish with Bulgarians near Lake Doiran. 
On February 10 (U'lieral Sarrail took the ]ire- 
oautioii of occupying the right bank of tho 
Vardar tt> a dept h of six miles to guard against 
t lu' danger of a surprise attack from t.lu* Monas- 
tir ilireotion. Along the frontier the (]|reek and 
Bulgarian Covernments inajiped out a neutral 
z<nio to obviate incidents such as liad occurred 
in Docomher at Koritsa. The zone was, liow- 
»*ver, x iolatt'd by Bulgarian raiders on March I 
eJ Macluikovo and on Marcli 18 at Vetren, and 
* I^^ui'pch troops luul to undertake the task, on 
M:uch 2 I, of expelling tla' invader.s. On Mari li 
27 tlie French frontier guards were joined hy 
British eavalry. JJiese had a* considi'rahle 
amount of jiat rolling work to do, in the* courses 
of wliicli charuH* (‘ne*oi inters witli roving Uhlan!" 
provided excitement akin to that, of tlie old 
contests of the* Fnglish and Scott isli Bordeh’. 
As sjiring t‘ame on th('si* skirmishes became* nmre 
freepiemt and we^iv siipj)le'me‘iit ed by artillery 
elue'ls along the' freaitier line'. . On April IS the 
entnny carrie'el out a more* ambitious raid. 
de*st roving te*n brielgt's e>n the* railway between 
Doiran anel Akinjali. But until tlie (*ik 1 eif 



LAYING A RAILWAY THROUGH SALONIKA. 
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BRITISH TRENCH ON A 

April therr liad Ixm'ii little serious lighting 
exc(*pt ill tho air. 

The first four mouths of 1910, therefore, 
\v('r(^ a time of .preparation. Keinforeements 

-iiritisli, French, and Fr(*neh Colonials — 
kept arriving in a steady stream. ]5y the 
end of the winter there were some :i00,t)0h 
men on Salonika front. Preparations 

wen? being made for th(' arrival of tie* 
heroic survivors of the Serbian Hrmi<*s who 
had been reorganized and re-eijuipped in Corfu, 
jierhaps ] 00,000 men. Meanwhile there was 
little to })e diaie but train, arm, and reinforce 
the Army of Salonika anil await tlie possi- 
bilities of a spring offensive. 

The lines sfret(*hed alo^g the X'ardar for 
somo fifteen miles from its mouth. AH this 
sector was held by Kreneh froojis. 'J'owards 
tlie mouth the country is marshy and not many 
men were need(*d to guanl this part of the line. 
Further north the lines were held more strongly, 
and Sarrail also threw a covering forces acrriss 
the river and held an advanced front some six 
miles to the w(*st of it. Somo dLstauce to the 
north of Topshin the line turned at right 
angles ‘east and ran almost direcd across the 
neck of the peninsula to the (_hdf of Orfano, 
which was rea(*hed near Stavros. This part of 


\0lju lal pliolni^riif^h, 

SHRUB-COVEKHD HILL. 

the liiK^ was assigiu'd to the Ih'itish. ddie 
position* was naturally strong. A large part 
of it was defended by th(* Daud llaba and other 
hills which eovi'r Salonika, from the north. 
Farther ('ast the two lak(‘s of J^anghaza and 
Beshik (Jbl protected over 20 mih^s of the 
British front. The dt*fene(‘s of Salonika were 
a formidabh^ jiroblem to any a.ttaeking foret*. 
Farther north, too, tiu* Allic'd outposts h(*ld the 
hilly country between Lakes Doiraii and But- 
kovo, and as time wiait on, and from the defen- 
sive Ceneral Sarrail gradually passed to thii 
meuaci* of an offi'nsivt*, the. main position was 
shifted thitlu'r. But (luring th(^ first, four 
months of nut) tla^ most urgt*nt jirobk'm was 
to take (*\’(‘rv prc'caution for tlu^ d(*f<*ne(* of 
Salonika and gain tim«' for (‘(juijiping, organizing 
and training tIu* varied armies inuJer tla^ 
Kn*neli Ceneral’s eomniand. 

H’raining and road-making w'(‘re the main 
oecujiat ions- of th(‘ exp(*d it ionary force during 
these months. TIa* roads, as almost every- 
where when* the Turk misgoverned, wen^ few, 
and, in g(*n(*ral, deplorably bad, although 
since 1 909 a hwv improvem(‘nts had been ])lanned 
and begun. Fnder the snp(*rinten(lence of 
British and French engineers the country 
assumed a nt^w' aspect. Before the end of 1915 


ROAD-MAKING NEAR SALONIKA, ENLIVENED BY THE PLAYING OF A REGIMENTAL BAND 
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thoro w<‘re alroarly HO miles of now roads round 
Salonika. Hy.the end of A])ril the niitnber was 
erioriiiously greater. Jdght railways wore laid 
down, and the question of transport assumed a 
loss hoj)elt*ss aspect.. 

For the solduTs it was a cheerless time. 
The country in whieh tl^ey wire <*ampeii was 
swampy and sparsely inhabiti'd. In the neigh- 
bourhood of t he lala's and rivers it was malarial 
and later on fever was extremely prevaltMit. 


Turkish name “ Sari CM “ Vellow'Lake "— 
describes) and fringes of reeds ; the bare, 
rocky hills of the ’Krusha and Heshik ranges, 
almost treeless an<l waterl<‘ss, br'oken only 
by strfitches of ariil. platt'au, on which Vlach 
and /rurkish nomads seek in summer some 
scanty pasturage for their shet'p and goats; 
the high mountains to west and north, snow- 
covered in winter and in spring the soureti of 
mountain torrents whieh fec'd th(' rivenvs before_ 



BUILDlNf; A SANDBAd VILLA ON THE HILLS. 


* [Oputtil ffhot 


d'he elimal(\^ \\ ith its viok'nt Vlianges during 
daytime and night, was a tn»acherous oia*. 
l^p in tlie .Mac(*donian hills the winter^ was 
intensely cold with hen.\'y snowfalls.. Down 
in the [ilnins thci temperatures ranged from an 
av(‘rag(s of SI d<’g. Fahr. in mitksummer to a. 
minimum of 11 deg. in winter. To the ‘‘]Mis- 
tral ” <»f Soutlu'rn France' eorrt'spond tln' 

“ Vardar Avinds,” w hiedi are particularly un- 
pleasant during the winter months a.nd pierc- 
ingly ef)ld. They S(»nietimes last four or tivt' days 
and ma,k(* life round Salonika exceedingly un- 
Cvttrac'tivm. ddic* (‘xtremes of tempt'rature w(*r«' 
found very trying by.tla' Jb'itish troo[)s. Hous<'d 
in brown canvas tents it was dilTicult for them to 
keep w arm in this cluu'rless, damp cold. Vel , 
on the w hole, the winter was a- better time than 
8umm(*r, which brought the Hies and mosquitoes 
and let loos(^ malaria on the uiuiecrlimatised 
for(ag!i(‘r. 

The Dritish troops put up with these* hard- 
shi|is with characteristic stoicism. There was 
at l<*ast much of interest to be found in the’ 
strange sights of this country. Tlu^ scenery 
was very differcjit from that of tlieir nati\e 
lands. The stony, dusty plains < lotted with 
cluin])s of olives; th(^ desc^late, brackish lakes 
with their muddy waters (as the common 


the May sun turns th(‘m into dry watercourse's ; 
all this was in strange contrast with fertile 
Yorkshin* or P(*r( lishire • or Wicklow. Fni'ii 
the most insular of Fnglish country-folk could 
not, as their letters sh()W'ed, })ut lx* stiinuiati'd 
by the novelty of their surroundings. '^Fhe 
sea bluer than it <'aji c\<*r be anywhere but in 
the . I^g**an ; the bla/.ing sun lighting up the 
monotonous white ot tla* villag(* housi*s : tla* 
C'lear atmos[)here in which capes, mountains, 
and* the cu])olas of church(‘s <lisplay the lines 
of then* form nnIIIi an insisl(‘nc<‘ nnpossibh* in 
Xorthern Ffirope all t h(*s(‘ w (*!*e some cofu- 
pei.isation for absence fr(an honu*, discofufort, 
and bore<loni. 

Salonika its<‘lf was a miriiature capital of 
('a*^! and west. Its 10,000 or so 'Turks, with 
white turbans aiid n*<I fezzes, rcminde<l the 
Kuro])ean that for nearly ti\'e cent uric's Salonika 
harl been ladd by a MahonU'flan Power in the 
fa.e(* of the w hoh* of ( 'hrisi endoin. A maxrly 
<‘(|ual unmb(*r of (Jreeks rej^resented at f»nc() 
tlie oldest and newest stratum of inhabitants. 
Jn iiarts of the town ((*sp<‘cially round the old 
.ITippodrom(') tllt're wen* (ireek familit'd dcs- 
c(*nd<‘d from those who had refused to abandon 
th»*ir city e\en afti r tlu' fatal captide of IFF). 
On the other hand there were new Greek officials. 
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A imiTISH CAMP IN 

rnerrluints, aiid, of ooiirsc, soldiers who liad 
(*oine in with the lilieratiii}? army in lOKh 
A smaller number of Slavs, “ Macedonians ” 
mainly or Ihilgars, borc^ witness to Bulgaria’s 
ambitious aims on “ Solun,” lor e(*nturi('s tht^ 
goal* of the Bulgarian armies. Bike <‘\ery 
.Bgtnin town, Salonika eontaine<l a “ Kuro- 
pean ” colony Italian, Frencli, S])anis}i, or 
vagu(‘ly “ Bevantine.” J^ut, above all, 1 h(‘r^^ 
were the Jews — perha]is 70,000 of them — 
desceiKlants of the Sephardim whom (Cas- 
tilian intoleraine had driven fro!u- Spain. 
(Of these some 10,000 were J(‘wish renc'gades - 
“ dunme,” as th<^ Turks call proselytt's to 
Islam, distinct frf>m both Turk and Jew. 
Born iioliticians, they had much to do with the 
Young Turk revolution, and Djavid Bey was 
one of their number.) Under th(^ old lax 
Turkish regitne th(‘ Jews had prospered ('xc(M‘d- 
ingly, and most of the trade of Salonika was 
in their hands. Their Spanish dialect was the 
current languages of tlie town. The newspapers 
were largely owned by them. Distrustful of 
the Creeks, th(*y welcomed thr. Anglo- French 
troops as profitable guests and customers. 

AmuseiiKM^ts were of a somewhat crude ord(*r. 
As everywhere the re w as the “ cinema."’ I'he 
subjects of the film-dramas wen* of the lurid 
and erotic order, which, in tlie Bevant, is 
dignified with the name “ Parisian.” But at 
least they provided some divt'rsion from the 
monotony^ of exist(*nce. The proprietors of 
these picture-theatres made heroic efforts to 
cater tor the linguistic peculiarities of tltcir 


[OU'tcial photograph. 

RAINY WEATHER. 

now' clients. lOxplanations w(*re usually in 
(dreek and Spanish (in Hebrew script). French 
could be a(hl(*d without much labour. English 
was a greaic'r difficulty. J lu* Official I ress 
(’orrespondent, Mr. Ward Price, gives an 
(‘xa.mpk* of th(* thiglish title* of one* of these 
film-drajiuis. It ra.u : — 

.1 novAL yr.v.v. 

pDWcrfiil siiiny firainii, in thm* len;: r<M*ls. 
f'^ar of p'.jfrs St<tr of the 
(?.r.. Loin clrs yciix, (In (‘(I'nr). 

A \vlH.)n(lcrfnll Dmnni, in pairt«, 
ii(ln 4 )ti'(l troni 1’. Maiol’s mniuii. 

Truly Uie British Tommy was se(‘ing “ life.” 
For the oflic^jrs the chi(‘f attraction was 
“ Floca’s.” This small cafe, indistinguishablo 
from any other cafe in Ort'cce or the (Jre(‘k 
Bevant, truly had “•greatiH*ss tlirust upon it.’^ 
French and British, Serbiah and (<ri‘i‘k officers 
met there in the big sipiare down by the seiv 
day after day to ” five o’clock<*r.” It was 
the r<*fiige f(.)r the bored and the rendezvous^ 
for the talkative. Higli strategy and high 
politics soon b<‘eanie the small talk of ” Floca’s. 

A daily ])aper — The Balkan News - kept the 
Expeditionary Force informed about current 
(ivents and added another to the many lan- 
guagt's ((.Inu'k, French, Spanish, .Turkish,. 
Bulgarian) in which Salonika journalism had 
found expression. 

The self-education of the troops was not 
altogether neglected. Many an ex -Public 
Schoolboy tried to furlash up liis moribund 
knowledge of Creek and attune it to its native 
pronunciation. Street -signs and newspaper 
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headlines awoke forgotten ineinories of Xeno- 
phon and Aristophanes. The more thorougli 
characters indulged in grammars am^ diction- 
aries, and an occasional ontliiisiast lield litllo 
classes in CJreek, Jhilgarian, or Turkish. 

The historical remains of the town sup])lied 
unique material for study. Salonika is the 
eastern, as Kaveima* tlie western, birt liplaco of 
true Byzantine art. Tla^ fine old basilica, 
which the Turk dechristciied the “ Old Mosque ” 

( Kski Jami), dales from the first tjuarter of the 
fifth century a.d. T]\o splendid nave* of the 
Ohurch of St. Demetrius is jierhaps a genera- 
tion younger. Above all remains the Oathedral 
of Ayia Sophia, tlie lb)ly \\ isdoiii, which dates 
from the reign of the Empi'ror Anastasius 
(491-518). Signor Rivoira * finds in it tlie 
completion of the evolution of Byzantine art. 
Its namesake at Constantinople, built by 
Justinian’s architect Anthemios forty yeais 
later, is but a grander and ri(*hcr dcvelopmeiit 
of the samo theiiu'. St. Demetrius and Ayia 
Sophia are at once Salonika’s gift to art a.n<l 
witness to its Imperial jiast. 

Then, too, there was arclucology. The* 

♦ Tri his groat work Lc Orifjuit' (ft'/T Archtt»'Uurtt 
Lomboiffn, frt)Tn which those dates are taken. 


THE BltMyi NEWS 

THE TRUm 
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• A BRITISH PAPER PUBLISHED IN 
SALONIKA. 

gr(‘at “ White 4\nver ” w liicli the Venetians 
built here - tis in (’rete, in Cyprus, in Corfu — 
to prote(‘t tlK'ir distant outposts from tho 
(Irecks, Slavs, and, abovt^ all, the Turks, was 
partially ocf'upied as an archneological museum, 
9'ho diretdor was a K.N.V.R. jAtuitenant, 
better known as a dist ingiiislied Ltmdon J*ro- 
fessor. Under his skilled siqiervision “■ finds ” 
were iiuule and <*la.ssificd. d'rt'iudi digging and 
roa'l-m^iking turned u]) more than one inter(\st- 
ing relie of tlie past — “ ( Jeon.ct ric ” pots, 
personal ornaments of Clas'.ieiil times, Creek 
and Roman <*oins. 

Military operatioiis on a graral seale had been 
held tip first by lack of adequate tr()()])s, secondly 
l>y tho season. But there was other sort of 
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food for the communiques. The Allied Powers 
did not fail to remind both their enemies and 
friends that the full command of the seas was 
theirs. The pursuit of GSerman submarines 
was carried on relentlessly, even when it 
meant — ^as it some times unavoidably did — 
a clash with the amour propre of the Greek 
authorities. . The (luestion of how the sub- 
marines obtained their supplies of petrol was 
always before the minds of our Naval autho 


Mitrovitia 


^Imomtenegro \ 





- 

Vi 

Kontps/i 

Hastorio 


YANINA 




IT 


L 


931 - 


MAP ILLUSTRATING THE ITALIAN 
OPERATIONS IN ALBANIA. 


rities, and, though the Greek officials were in 
tKo main perha]js as innocent as they claimed 
to be, the Allies’ vigilance was neither unwar- 
ranted nor excessive. Nor 'was the Bulgarian 
coast left imimme from attack. On October 
21, and again on November !(>, 1915, •Allied 
ships had already bombarded the port of 
l3edeagatch, . .A heavdor bombardment of 
.the place w^as carried out on January 19 by 
tliree British, one French, and one Italian 
warship for four hours. The Bulgarian com- 
declared that only “ four horses were 
killed V ! On the same day the more westerly 
harbour of Porto J^agos was bombarded by 
Allied warships- (according to the enemy, 
wdth no result). Such acts certainly had some 
effect on the ignorant Bulgarian peasant, .and 


reminded him of the fact of sea -power. All 
over the ’.^goan the Anglo-French naval 
forces w'ere hard at work. On January 27. 
French marines occupied temj)orarily the 
Island of Kastellorrizon, north-eeist of Rhodes. 
On April 10 the British and French Miipsters 
informed the Greek Government of tlieir 
intention to create naval bases at certain 
points in the Ionian Islands and the ^^gean. 
Shortly afterwards the harbour of Arghostolion 
in Kephallinia was occupied. Tliis action was 
the precursor of many similar ones. 

But the most sensational acts of war were 
in the air. On January 23 a French squadron 
of .32 airplanes raided Monastir and^Ghevgeli. 
On the former some 204 bombs were.dropx^ed. 
Avoiding hospitals and Red Cross buildings, 
the position of which they had carefully noted 
— unlike their German rivals — they bombarded 
the Bulgarian Headquarters and military 
camps. Some 100 bombs were tlirowm on 
. (Jhovgeli. In spite of a forty -mile cross wind 
the airmen returned safely from their journey, 
in the course of wliich they had to cross the 
high mountains of the Nidjo Planina. The 
raid obviously made an impression on the 
. enemy and for some time their airplanes steered 
clear of our lines. However, on February 1 the* 
first German Zeppelin was seen over Salonika. 
Bombs wx»re dropped in the usual promiscuous 
fasliion, the ca-sualtic^s comprising not only 
one French and two British soldiers, but 
throe Greek soldiers and four .civilians (killed) 
and a .score of Greek and Jewish civilians 
wounded. 

Careless of the antagonistic feelings they were 
rousing in (Greece, the Gi^rnians on March 10 
again despatched a Ze]>pelin over Salonika. 
A few bombs were drop})ed without effect at 
Topshin, and the intruding monster was hunted 
away by French airmen. Eleven days latc^r a 
German squadron of five aeroplanes raided 
Salonika. They had the satisfaction of killing 
nine Jewish, seven Greek, and two Turkish 
civilians, but had to pay for this exploit with 
’ the loss of at least three “ Taubes.” On 
April 16, 17 and 18 French airmen replied with 
raids on Strumnitza, Ghovgeli, and other 
militarj’^ localities. On the night of April 20-2 1 a • 
French airman accomplished a more ambitious 
flight. Starting from near Ooiran he flew to 
Sofia, dropped two bombs with startling effect 
•and returned after accomplishing the (till 
then) longest offens^e flight of th© war — some 
350 miles. On April 24 German aeroplanes 
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retaliated on Salonika, a^ain losing an “ Alba- 
tross. ’ Twelv'e days later another Zeppelin 
attempted to impress and damage Salonika. 
This one met with an ill-starred end. /Dazzled 
by the searchlights and hit by the gims of the 
Allied warships, it was forced to descend in the 
marshes of the \ ardar. Twelve of the crew 
were taken prisoners and admitted that it 



INTERIOR OF THE BASILICA OF 
ST. DEMETRIUS, SALONIKA.. 


was the same ship that, raided Salonika Jn 
February.* She purported to come from Tt^mes- 
var, ill the Hanat, and bore tlie number 
“LZ.85.” Her wrecked framework lay in the 
marshes for some time, a warning to fiiture 
transgressors and the delight of the excited 
people and newspapers of Salonika, for whose 
edification French army mechanics pieced it 
together and set it , up round the “ White 
Tower.” 

Farther west events had takc^n place wdiich 
w^ere afterw^ards to exercise some influence on 
the course of the Salonika expedition. The 
Italian Government iiad, in October, 1914, 
occupied the Island of Saseno, formerly eon- 
• sidered one of the Ionian Islands belonging 
to Greece. In November of the same year 

they landed Jted Cross detachments near 

# • 

Avlona (Gk. Avion). M. Venizelos’ Govern- 
ment had occupied Northern Epirus ’ (c>r 
“ Southern Albania ”), the status of wJiich had 
been a matter of lively discussion at the London 
Conference in 1913. The Italians declared 
their occupation of Avlona of the same pro- 
visional cliaracter as the Greek occupation of 
Northern Epirus. The fall of Mt. Lovtchen 


on January 10*, 1916, of Cettmje on January 13, 
and Shkodra (Skutari) on January 23, and the 
Austrian advance through Montenegro into 
Albania awoke the fears of the Italian Govern- 
ment for Avlona. An Italian expeditionary 
force had alretuly been landed in Avlona^ and 
early in December, 1915, it numbered between 
20,000 and 30,000 men. It w^as none too soon, 
for the Austrian armies, accompanied by the 
Homan Catholic Mirdite •tribes of Northern 
Albania whom they had enlisted on their side, 
wore soon in occvipation of the country as far 
as the Shkumbi. Meanwfiiile the Bulgarians 
had pushed w^est in pursuit of the retreating 
Serbians and occupied Elbasan. Eager to 
ompha^’ize t.heir claim to Northern Epirtis— 
the population of. which is largely Greek by 
speech, education, and religion — the Greek 
Government of M. Skoiiloudis recognised tlie 
X)r<jvince as part of Greece, and on February 17 
admittoQ. sixteen deputies from Argirokastrou 
and Ivoritsa to the new Greek Chamber. For 



THE WHITE TOWER AND SKELETON 
OF THE WRECKED ZEPPELIN. 


the moment the Greek and Italian Governments 
did not revive the discussion as to th€> future 
statiLS'Of Northern Epirus, but it wtvs realized 
on both sifles tliat the quc.stion was imfor- 
tunately* far from settled. But meanwhile 
Italy’s preoccu]iations were mainly for the 
safety of her owm expedition'ary army. The 
advanced force which had held Durazzo and 
helped to secure the Serbian retreat and em- 
barkation for Corfu fell back before the Austrian 
advance, and by the end of February had taken 
up a position on the line of the V'^oyiisa (Viosa) 
river, grouped in semicircular fashion round 
Avlona. There was some agitation in Italy 
for a withdrawal oven from Avlona, as it was 
feared that an immediate enemy advance 
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iiiiglit cut <^)rf and destroy tlio expeditionary 
force. By tiu? end of February, howev’^er, it 
was decided to (^ontiiUK? to hold this “window 
opening on tlu? Adriatic ” (as the Sreolo eall<‘d 
it). On Alan^h 8 (;<‘neral riacerdini was 
ap[)ointed to suece(‘(l (leiu'ral Ib^rtotti in tlio 
coininand f>f ttie expeditionary force an<i a largo 
measure of ex(H‘utive ind<‘p(*ndenee was allowed 



BRITISH NAVAL AIRMAN IN C^REECK 

Discussing the speed indicator of his machine 
with a French Airman. 

him. Attem|.)ts. w<‘re also made to ebneiliate 
Albanian feeding and ^^in suj)[)ort from at least 
some of tbt^ Maboniedan tribes of (.’('iitral 
Albania, d'he only ])rnminent Albanian h*ader, 
however, who threw in bis lot wholeheartedly 
with the Italians Kssad Pasha, who, in 

F(‘bruary, visited Borne, proceeding thence to 
J’aris and London. Fssad was subserpiently 
to atld to the many political and military 


exploits of his career a participation in the 
Salonika expedition. 

After the ea|>ture of Durazzo (February 27) 
the Aus'trians pushed slowly through Albania 
to the Italian lines, but made no serious attempt 
on Aviona. They wt'n^ more concerned with 
political intrigu(‘s in Montenegro and Northern 
and Central Albania. F^arly in ^Vlarch they 
appt'ar to havx' * again ])rocIaimed their old 
prol6(j6, Bi inee William of Wied, “ Mbret ” (Im 
[)erator) in Durazzo. Th(‘y wen* sure of tho 
su])|)orl of the Mirdite chins of tlie North, 
amongst whom for years Austrian ecclesiastics 
liad carrit'd on a succi'ssful propagaiula. Flse- 
w hert' tluMX' w ('rt' diiricuU ies. Th(* Mahomedans 
of (.'(‘ntral Albania would hav*» preferrt'd a 
'Purkish prince as their ruler. One of J^rince 
Wied’s former Ministers, Akif Pasha, actually 
set up a Provisional ( lovcTimu'iit , though 
apparently with Austrian a.p])rov*il, in h^lbasnn, 
'riu‘ Bulgarians shiftc'd their eentn^ of intrigue 
farther south to Borat. About this time th(\y 
seem to bavH’> been coqut'tting with the idea of 
|)ersuading ci*rtain of the Albanian leaders tf> 

* (dect Prince Cyril, seijond son of dVar FcTdinand, 
Mbrc‘t of Albania. On the quest ion of Albanian 
independence KadoslaA’otf was (*a.retul to ma.k(^ 
the reservation that, thougli Bulgaria, "would 
not seek to put any obsta(d(‘s in th(' way of the 
(establishment of aq independent Albanian 
Pov\er,“ sill* “ must int(‘rt‘st hc'rself in^tla^ future^ 
and in Ik'i* political and strat('gical front i('rs.” 
The Bulgarian OoverniiKait, howevea*, . soon 
abandoru'd these' dr(‘a.ms. ]NToi’(' delinit(' advan- 
tagi's wt're. to be (*xp('cti'd elsew’h(‘r(\ An 
agrecanent was conelud(‘d ('arly in xAj)riI, lOKh 
lKd.\v(H*n the Bulgaria!^ and Austro-Hungarian 
Ooverninents, and on April th<‘ Bulgarians 
('vacuated F^dbasan and took ov'er in return the 
districts of Prisrend and Prishtina in »S«*rbia, 
which had hitiu'rto been in Aust to-H ungarian 
o(H*uf)ation, and proetM'ded at once ruthlessly 
to “ Bulgarizi' ” t lu'se flistricts. 

During the months of inactivity at Salonika 
ther(^ w^as a revival of spc'culation as tc^ th(' 
]jossibility of detaching Bulgaria from the 
Central Powers by the ofh'r of lihc'ral bribes 
of ti'rritory. Spasmodic outbursts of anti- 
th'rman feeling in Bulgaria and discontemt 
among the ])easants at the indefinite conlinu- 
ance of what they had been told would bo a 
few months’ war were looked on in certain 
circles of the Fntento as offering an o]^portunity 
for an “ arrangement.” Those who favoured 
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such a plan iint’ortunat(*ly faiU‘(l to realize* lliat 
the ruling cireles in Sofia liad far other aims 
than merely to h))(‘ra.tc* the oppr<\ss(Ml “ Bnlpirs'’ 
of Macedonia fnun the* Serbian ‘‘ yoke.” What 
they aimed at was lie'^'inon^' in tla* Balkans. 
As a Bulgarian “ Socialist ’’ |)ap(*r wrote* : “The* 
Balka.ns must he* controlle'd l)y a, stnmg Powe*!*. 
r(*rhaps it is we who are* de^stine'el to fill the* 
role."' '^rhe subse*(juent Ihilga’-i/iitiem e>f eK*e‘ii- 
pie'd Serbia — a])a.rt from “ Mae(*donia. " ca.st 


army of 100,000 men was reaely to take the 
fi<‘ld a.gain. Tlie* (jui*sfion e)f their transpe_>rt te> 
Salemikei are)use*d eonside*rable friction with tho 
(Jree*k ( Jo\'<*rnme'nt. The I'2nte‘tite* Be)wers [^ro- 
pe>se*el that th(‘\' should be^ take'n }>y sf*a te^ Ite a 
or sojne* otla*!’ port e)n the (lulf of ('f)rinth anel 
tht*n e-onveye'el across country and by tJie 
Larissa- ra.ilwa.\- up to the Salonika front. 'J'lie* 
Skouloudis ( lov<‘rnnu*nt, iiow<*ver, elis(*o\ e*reel 
all .se)rts of o])je'<-t ions te) t his’e-e)\n‘S('. It w emlel. 



A SERBIAN OUTPOST 

a lurid light on Bulgarian ‘‘ prin<*iple*s ot 
nationality.” In fact, the (/e-ntral Ikave-rs 
proiuise*d Bulgaria the first plae*e* in the* Balkans, 
side by side* w'ith a. diminislie*d Serbia, a e*e)we*el 
Huiuania and a disere*dit(‘d (lre*(’ee. Wiiat was 
the use in sueli eireuinstance's of l^^nte*nte* 
diplomatists da-llying with the* ide‘a e>f cate*hing 
■Bulgaria witii the* le*s.se^r bait- e)l Se*rbian Mae.*e*- 
donia or OreM'k Ka\'ala 'i 

It was, t.)f course*, impi>ssibli* serieaisly te> make* 
any e^v"e*rt ure'S te) Bulgaria without the* a.j)pro\al 
and knowk'dge* of our Serbian Allie's. Banislu'd 
from the‘ir country by the pe*rfielious attack e)f 
their neighbours, th(*y looke*d for r(*st itutie)n te) 
the swe^rd. During the winter the Se*rl)ian 
armies iiad bee*n reorganized and re-e*e|uip[)ed 
in Ce)rfii, and by the beginning of spring an 


!N THE MOUNTAINS. 

tliey sa-id, elislocat*- normal traflic. 'The Se'ihs 
might- ))e‘ the* e-a-use of infee*tious dise*ases 
spiM'a-ding in tlie* cmintry -possibly “ Ve*niz(;- 
litis” a-s well a,s typhus was tean’el. And, 
abe)ve all, it weailel in\’e)lv(“ a bVeacli of neutrality 
and embroil (livcco witli the Central Powers 
All the*s(‘ real or pri*te*nd('d ol^je^ctions wort 
brilliantly a.nswe*red by M. \'(‘nizelos in his new 
we‘«*kly paper, the* Ktrir (April ‘10). lie showed 
that rmne of the da-ngers h-a-re-d we)uld, in fae*t, 
re'sult. 'I'he* haitente Ministers in Athens also 
j)re*r^see^l their [)oint of \'ie*w \ e*ry strongly on the 
Skeailouelis ( }o\(‘rnnH‘nt , but the* latti^r Jiiaiii- 
taine*d tiie*ir opposition. While* the* matte*r 
dragge*d e>n tlie* Se‘r}>ia.n troe)ps were alrt'ady 
be*ing tran.spejrte*d by sea tlirough the Corinth 
Canal. J^y Ma.y 11 seime 70,000 were on the 
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way and boforo the end of Uie inontli practically 
the whole Serbif^a army had been transferred 
to the Macedonian front. 

Their arriyal implied tlie initiation of a 
definite offensive at an early date. Tlu'sr' 
Serbian soldiers had not merely com(‘ to defend . 
Salonika, but to begin at once tlie heroic and 
difficult tiisk of recovering their native land. 
Before long they were in [)ositi(xn on the l(‘ft Hank 
of Sarrail’s army— in the Fiorina sector. 'riu'Bul- 
gars were threatened with a vigorous offensivt*. 

in these circumstances the enemy decitled 
to be the first ^ strike. The right banlf of the 
Struma and the (ireek frontier were guarded 
by French troops, but except for the destruction 
of the railway bridge at Deinirhissar in .January 
no st(;ps had been taken to guard the approaches 
farther East. I^ack of adecpiate numbers for 
holding so long a front may be the explanatioTi. 
General Sarrail may have considered it im- 
probable or immaterial that the 
would attack down the Struma vall(»y. The 
valley \yas eoiiimanded liy Fort Jtupel, on the 
retention and strengthening of winch M. 
Wmizelos had always laid great store. General 
Sarrail may have trusted the (Jreek garrison 
to liold this {-ah'ly. Behind the gaVri-on 
itself there was the bulk of two.ttrcek Army 
Corps in !\lac(Mlonia at Seres and Kavala. 
After the Greek Government's attitude to the 
question of a BuJgarian invasion in December 
it may have appc^aretl proba})le that they 
would be equally opposed to such an invasion 


in May. Subsetpiimt revelations showed, 
however, that so long ago as March the Greek 
Minister of War (General N'annakitsas) had 
issued instructions to the ofiieers eommandhig 
fortresses in Macedonia not to olTiT*any resist- 
ance to tlu' invader. Consecpiently when, on 
May 2fi, a Bulgarian force suddenly advanced 
on Kupt‘1* the Commandant surrendered this 
strongest of ( Jnu'k • fortn'sses after a merely 
i^ominal ivsistance. "^rhe key of the Struma 
valley was in Bulgaria’s hands. Any idea of 
an olTrnsive from East Macedonia was out of 
tlie qi;estioi». Jt is, liowever, inqirobable that 
much uould ever have been aceomplislied by an 
attem[)ted invasion of liulgaria up the Struma. 
Thbugli the CJ reeks suceessfnlly achieved it in 
.July, 19113, the Bulgarians had then already 
been defeated l)y the Serbians on the Bri;gal- 
nitsa and were in danger of biung oiitfianked. 
in the present c^ise it was the invaders, not the 
invaded, whose flank would have been turned. 

The capture of Fort Hupei was none the less 
a serious inconvenience to General Sarrail. It. 
meant that should ll^^ *lx*gin an olJensivo^els^'’ 
where he would have to hdUi his Struma line 
far more strongly than if tluj Greek annios 
could b(^ relied on to hold East Macedonia. 
Tlu^ surrender of Hupei showed that no such 
rcdiance could he placed on tliO Greek Govern- 
ment. Politically it meant that relations 
between the Entente I^owers and the Skou- 
loudis Ministry had become impossible. Tlie 
Powers almost at once instituted a blockade of 
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'Orook ports. On Juno. 21 this was followed by 
a N ote demanding the replacement of the 
Skouloudis Government by a “ service Govern- 
ment without political colour ” pledged to 
guarantee the maintenance of the “ benevolent 
neutrality ” which Greece had promised to 
observe towwds the Entente Powers. The 
complete deniobilisation and .reduction to a 
peace footing of the Greek Army^ tlu' dissolution 
of the Chamber and frc'sh elections, and the 
dismissal of certain objectionable police otVicials 
were also demanded. Tin*. Note was underst ood 
to be supported by a naval tleinonstration. 
M. Skouloudis at once ivsigncd and ]\1. Zaiitiis 
formed a “ sc^rvice Ministry.” 

Meanwhile in Salonika Gtmeral Sarrail had 
on Juno 3, 191G, declared a state of .‘iiege iii the 
districts of Macedonia occupied by the Allied 
armies. He had novy a considerable army — 
French, British, and Serliiaii — und(*r liis com- 
mand and could afford to occupy a w'ider front 
and pref)are for an offensive in the summer. 
It was arranged that Lieutenant -CJeneral O. K. 
Milne (who on May 0 succeeded Sir Bryan 
Mahon in the command of the British Salonika 
Army) should become responsible for tliat 
portion of the Allied front which covered 
Salonika from the east and north-east. On 



MOUNT KOVIL, 

Captured by the Serlnans, July 24, 1916. 

June '8 the British troops began to occupy 
advanctM positions along the right bank of th(' 
Struma from I-jake Butkovo to the north eiid of 
Lako Tachinos. By the end of July, on tlio 
demobilization of the Greek Army, this occupa- 
tion had been extended to Chai Agiz (“ The 
River Mouth ”), where the Struma flow s into 
the Gulf of Orfano. Later on — between July 20 


and August 2 — ^General Milne took over the- 
lin<? south and w’est of Lake Doiran in prepara- 
tion for a general offensive. 

During this time of preparation the French 
troops had also been active. They occ'upied 
the centre of the Allied position from near Lake’ 
Doiran to a point west of the Vardar, where 
they linked up -with the newly reconstituted 
Serbian army. Their sector, if 'shorter than the 
British or Serbian, was probably thg most 
important of all, for it contained the Vardar 



L1EUT..GENKRAL G. F. MILNE, 

C.B.. D.S.O., 

Appointed Commander of the British Army at 
Salonika, May, 1916. 

valley, the clirf;ct line by which Salonika might 
be ’attacked. Facing them was a composite 
iiriny unch'r (h*iit*ral von \\ inckler. Tt W'as not 
cl(‘ar how many Austrians mal (h'nnans had 
b«*cn left to him, since many had b(‘cn with- 
drawn to reinforce tla? western aind (hilician 
fronts, 'riic British and Serbians were faced, 
by purely Bulgarian armies und(‘r the command 
<»f ( General Todoroff. 

During June and July there was some Spas- 
mo<-lic fighting on the frontier. On Juno 23 and 
24 the Bulgarians attempt to take Poroj after 
a bombardment, but were driven off without 
iliflieulty. Tho ?iiemy, however, claimed to 
have forced the French to witl^draw thoir lines 
at Gorni Pordi (close to the frontier). There 
was a good deal of skirmishing round Ljumnico.. 
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Mill, III). 'Froncli nifiiu'ii wi'rr very l>usy. 

'I'lic JJiilfrars ciniiplaiiual of *' almost daily ” 
mills nvi'r tli(‘ front n‘r. 

‘ Kurt her wost the Sorhiaiis wore not. slow in 
bo^^iiin'iig still inoro smious ofiorat ions. I ho 



GENERAL GORDONNIER, 

In command of French Forces on the 
Salonika Front. 


Biilgiyians liacl occii|.)io(l tho iowor slopos of tho 
Nidjt' JManina, six inilos or so to tho souKn-oast 
of tho (.{raioo-Sorbiiin front i(‘r. On July 24 a 
Sinbiaii division attackod thoni and drove thiMii 
back. IVlt. Kovil (north-east of T»ahovo and 
east of Kiikuniz or “Maize” Hill) was seized, 
and tho Ihilgars retired after sutTering heavy 
easualties. Some days after this suik’oss of his 
army the Prince Kegent Alexanih^r landed at 
Salonika and liastenod to acquaint liimself with 
tho conditions under wliifdi his count rvinen 
were lieginning the reconqu(^st of their father- 
land. The Serbians were under- the command 
of (iCneral Bojovieh, but at this time an 
arrangeiiicnt was made by wliieli all the Allied 
armies were jiut under the general control of 
Sarrail, (haieral Cordonnier (who had distin- 
guished himself recently at ^^'rdun) assuming 
command of the French eontingent. 

The time was a])|)roaching for the beginning 
of a general offensive. Politically even more 
than militarily it was urgently required. 
For months past Rumania liad deniaiidod an 
offensive from Salonika as an indispensable 
])reliminary to her interv'cntion.. Till now 
SarraiKs small numbers had^nadi^ this out of 
tlio questioii. JJiit the arrival C)f tho Serbian 
army and tho reinforcements sent out to tho 
French and l:lritish contingents had swelled his 


expcilitionary forces to a eonsidcrabk^ size. On 
, I Illy ‘10 Russian troops arrived to jein the army 
tlait was jo liberate Serbia. Salonika saw tho 
unprt»et‘d(Mited sight of a Russian army wliieh 
hail voyaged round half Furopc^ disembarking 
at ils gat<‘s. Tin* (iia^ [diysiipie and sohlierly 
blearing of t hese' st‘asoned troops was not without 
ils (‘fleet <m th(^ eosmo|)olitan city. I^ess 
sta.rtling, though not l(‘ss important, was the 
ap])(‘ara.nee on Augusts 11 ol a ednsidi'rahlo 
Italian force undta* tlu^ eomma.nd of General 
Gount Alfonso Petit li di Roreto. 

The ofbaisivt^ which was to b(‘ the overture to 
Kiiiuania's intc'rvent ion optaied on August 10. 
Knaudi artillery b(‘gan a h(‘a\ y bombardment 
of th(^ town of Doiran. ddu* J.hilga.rs w(M'(^ 
forei‘(I to abandon Hill 227 to the south ot tlui 
tewai and th<‘ Knaieh liasteiu‘«i.to oe(*u])y it and 
th(‘ railway' stati«)n of Doiran. Tlu‘ German 
/‘offnn Kit f(/NFs of August 11 and 12 spok<‘ scorn- 
fully of the “ eiaany's fe(4>le f(‘ints ” Ix'iiig 
“ r('])uls(Ml by onr tire,” but an appreeiahk' gaiii 
had hec'ii madt^ The ru^xt few (la>'s were tak(*n 
up with artill(‘ry diuds, h(‘avy howitzi‘rs playing 
their })art on both sides. On August 15 the 
Fr(‘neh mad(‘ a fnrllier move. AftcT bom- 
ba.rdiianxt s(‘ized “ '^Tortnise Hill,” close to 

tho \'illag<‘ of Doldjeli, which lii‘s a mik^ and a 
lialf soiitli -wt^st of Doiran. TIkmi . a^ suddtMi 
eliange came over the position. 



[Official photograph. 

GENERAL PETITTI Dl RORETO, 

In command of Italian F'‘orce8 on 
the Salonika front. 

The Bulgarians had grown uneasy about 
tho persistemeo of the Salonika expcnlition. 
Their first opportunity of December, 1915, 
having been missed they liad hoped that tlu’ 



ITALIANS HNTER SALONhKA. 


[OfliLtul [y/i'.lopjapi'- 


(lie Ka'^(--\vas son lew I lilt lietter in iiiiiul, and 
the Salonika front off(*red an ohx ions oppor- 
tunity for a eheap but iin])r(‘ssiv(‘ advan<*e. 
Moreover, there was Ixuniania to lu* impressed 
ivnd Sarrail’s demonstration to be forestalled. 

Oil August 17* th(' enemy armies invaded 
(Greece* in three main groups. On the eastern 
seetor they advanced south from Oemir- 
hissar, the (Jreek troops witlidravving befon* 
them. The Oreek forts of Lise and Starshiste 
were surrendi'rod on demand, no r(‘.sLstanoe 
being offered. On August 111 the enemy 
co^mnuniquefi announced . that the V^riiridi 
Balkan (or Sliarliya Planina) had been crossed. 
The Bulgarian armies were advancing on Seres. 


sent out a mounti'd bi’igade witli one' batb'ry 
wliich <‘a.rried out/' a strong recumnaissanct'.” 
They fOiin<l the enemy in some forei* on the 
l»a.rakli-Pros(‘nik line. After engaging him 
they withdnav to the right bank of the Struma. 
On August 21 the Anghisla bridge on (he 
S<‘r<'s-Orama line was demolished by British 
yi'omanry, engineers and cyclists in the face* 
of the enemy’s opposition, but aftia* this opta’a- 
tion no flirt }i(‘r obstaeU* was put in th(^ way of 
till* Bulgarian invasion of Kfist(*rn .’Macialonia. 
The British forces withdrew to tlu' Struina- 
J..ake Tachinos line, and l(‘ft to the On‘ek 
armies garrisoning the country tlio task of 
dealing with the invader. 
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RUSSIAN ARRIVALS AT SALONIKA. 


Kavala was tli<‘ hoadi jiiarters of the 4th 
(hHH'k Army Corps. At Sores the (Uh Division 
was at tlu' t ime stat ioned under (Jeueral Bairas, 
in wli< 3 se temporary absenee (Colonel Ishristod- 
liouloii was in command. The advanced fort 
of I Mica I*(‘tra was the first |)lae(‘ to offer 
resistance to tin* Bulgarian iirmies on tli*' 
road between Demirliissar n.nd Kruslievo. Tlie 
commander, AFajor Komihilis, refused to sur- 
render the fort to his country's <.*nemi(*s, and 
lost Fiis life in the fruith'ss att<*mpt to defend it. 
Tile example was not lost on the garrison of 
Seres. (kilonel Kristodhoulou and the men 
of th(' (itli Division put up a stout tight, in 
which they claimed to have inflicted heav\y 
(‘rasualties tin th<* enemy, themselves losing 2 
officers and 100 men. The .Atliens (fovern- 
lueiit’s only recognition of this gallant action 
w.is t o relieve the joo patriotic colonel of his 
command, and issue stri(*t injunctions airainst 
any further armed resistance to the invader. 
Kristodhoulou fortunat(4y succeeded in 
evading the J3ulgarian armies, and issued an 
ajipeal for v^filunteers to defend !\laet‘donia. 
Idis beau gesle mad(* him the idol of the hour in 
Salonika and Vhuii/.elist Greece. A cOnsidc^rablc 
.number of volunteers (‘urolled theinselva^s, 
and the Venizelist paper Nca Kilns calle(i 
Kristodhoulou “ a now r.ieonidas.” 

Not all Greek othc(*rs were e(jually lieroic. 
The Bulgarian armii s in their advance through 
roaster n Macedonia had at rirst bc*en anxious 
to conciliate the foiling of the Greek population. 

A considerabli^ number of Greeks (variously 
estimated at five and ten thousand), h<jwever, 
fled before the invader. They remembered 


the atrocities committiHl by the Bulge.,rian 
troops wlien they retrtuited b(‘for(' th(» (Jreek 
arnpes fn July. 191 ‘1. On that occasion tht\y 
massacrc'd a largt' jiart of thf* (Jn'ck ])opulation 
of Seri'S and wiped out the entire village of 
Dokzat, calling forth from King Constantine 
an a[)peal to the European Powers against 
“ these fiends in human form.*' This time'- 
the Thil gars were wise. Tliey refrained frmn 
occupying Drama and Kavala till their plans 
were ri|)e. On August 2(>, however, they 
seized the flirts round Kavala, but found 
themselves undi'i* the lieavy bombardment of 
the British fleet. For some time they ilid 
nothing further, an’d on September (i Colonelr 
Khristodhoulou madi'! his way into the towm 
with two of the regimimts he hail commandeil 
tit Seres. They did not find themsi'lves in 
Congenial company. The commander of the 
IVT-h Army Corps, Coloni*! Khatzopoulos, was 
one of those (Greeks to w^hom even the Bulgar 
and the (Terimin were li'ss distasteful than 
Venizelos. iFe bore in mind the instruction 
of the Athens Government that there w'as to 
})v no fighting with the invading army. On 
Septemlter 12, therefore, he capitulateil witK 
the forces--— somt^ 8,000 men^ — under liis com- 
mand. Till? 13ulgarian troops entered and 
occupied the coveted seaport wliich the arms 
of King Constantine's soldiers and tlie diplo- 
macy of M. Venizelos had redeemed for Greece 
three and a half years before. Colonel Khris- 
todhoulou, indoeci, and sonic 1,500 soldiers, as 
.>vell as many of the civilian inhabitants, suc- 
ceeded in making their escape, through the help 
of British and French warships, to Thasos and 
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Salonika. Tlu* rest wen* disarmed and interned 
in “ Jionourablo ” captivity at S(T(^s, wIumicc 
they were soon after nnnoved lo (h‘nnany to 
enjoy the hospitality of tlu‘ Imperial (Jovc^rn- 
ment in thc^ Silesian town of ( Idrlitz. According 
to German aeeounts, they w(‘r(‘ I hen* enter- 
tained with every niiirk of n'Sjx'ct, and eneonr- 
a^etl to while away the lionrs of ])or(‘dom and 
starvation di(*t witli tlu* editing of a local Greek 
iu‘wspa])er {The (Jorliiz Xeivs) and tlu* organi- 
zation ot concerts and theatrical ])erformanc(‘s. 

'I'o patriotic Greeks tlu*se ignominions actions 
of their politicians and soldi('rs had l)(*(‘n moni 
than could Ix^ endured. To assuagt* this 
h‘('ling and conciliate* the* indiL'iumt knt(‘nte 
I’ov/ers tlu* (^hief of the Gt‘nei‘al St a If, Doiis- 
manis, was given -la days’ leave*, aue! r(*p|j',ce‘d 
by Ge*t\(*ral .Moskhope)ule)s, liith(*rto in commaiiel 
ot the* llfnl (Saleai.’UfG .Army (’eu’ps. l)oiis- 
nmnis’ assistant, (/e)lonel Ah'taxas, was else) 
n*li(*\>‘el oi his funetie)ns. Mass ine‘(“liugs to 
\'e)ie-»‘ t}|(‘ iiielignediein of the* j)e'e)p|e lie*lel 

in Salonika a,nel in Athens, vhere^ AF. \d nize*le)s 
himself a,deli*e‘sse‘d the* ele‘me»nst rat ors. At a 
se*eonel eie'meaistrat ion ein .August :?7 the* gre*at 
state*sman inaele* a j)ow(*rbil s| (-ce*h in \^•hieh he^ 
adjure‘d his King te) put hiu self a.t the lieael of 
tlu* nation and defeaid (Jre*e‘e(^’s heaiour anel 
territory. Tf Iving ( Mnstant inee an I Al. /afmis 


would evtni now stanel forth as e-hampieens of the 
national (*ause, Al. Vd*ni/.(*Ios [>re)mist*d his 
whe)Iehe*arteel sup[)e)rt. I Jut “ if, eeaitrarv te> 
all eair he>pe*s, our i*ry is disr(*gan led, \\e> sliall 
th(*n s(*e* wha.t we* can ele) in orde*r to present 
the* ruin into which we are* bt'ing elra\Mi. 

We* <*anne)t le)e)k e>n fatalist icall\', while* the* 
cataslre)phe approaehe/s, witliout counteracting 
it." tJnfe'rt uiiate*ly t he a.pf)t‘al was elisevgai eled. 
The' King re*fuse*il te> re'e*e‘i\e‘ the* ele*nie)nslrate)rs' 
nieineadal, anel, backe*'d b^A a?iti-Veni/.e‘Iist 
partisa.ns aiul the' Ke*se*i*\asts’ Le*ague*s " 
fe)inu*el by the military cliepu* e)u which he* relie*d, 
lu' coat ituie.*el his “ne*utra,!" policy. The* tirst 
armed [)rote*st e*ame* froen Sale »nik i. On.Vugust .‘P> 
bieniteniant 'I’sakona.s, at the' ]ie*M.d e)f a body of 
Cre*tan ge‘ndarnie‘ri(', mare*he*d tej the) barrae*ks 
where) thre*e': re*gime*nts of the 1 1th Division w(*r (3 
(pia.rte*re*el anel ea.lk*el on I he‘m to join the' me)vo- 
me*nt fea* the* ele'teiict' e)f ({re*(‘k soil against the* 
l>ulga.ria.us. '1 he* ma jejrity agn*t‘el, aeiel Colone*! 
Ik Zimvra.ka.kis put himse'lf at the lu'ad e>f the* 
re've.elution. In the' fanoiis (Jhure*h e)f St. 
L)e*nu*trius the* insurge nts ple*dge‘d t he*nis(‘l\’rs 
te) save* Give*ce* fre)m the* lu're'ditarv fex*. A 
(A>mmitte*o e>f Xa.tieeiial I)e‘fe*ne'e' was e‘li‘e*te*el, 
with Ceeleuie*! Zim\ i*aka.kis ad its he‘a.d, anel an 
a[)pe‘al wa.s issue*el for ve)hinte‘ers. ( 'onfreait e*e| 
with e)ve‘?’wh(‘lming eliriie*ultie*s, the* Gi‘eM‘k Tre*- 



COLONEL KHRISTODHOULOU, THE GREEK DEFENDER OF SERES, 
At the head of his men leaving Salonika for the front. 


THE TIMES IIISTOBY OF THE WAR. 


m 


'n\ior, AT. /iilmis, rosi^juinl on S(‘pt(‘inlH‘r 12, and 
after souk? days was succeeded by a sonunvliat 
folourU'ss } inti-Veniz(‘list, AT. Kalogeropoulos. 
'I"h(‘ new Alinistry itinde some (iul)ions es.says to 
th«* eonlu U‘iie(* ot the hail elite Powers, 
but met with no suetMvss. The die was already 
cast. On Sc'ptcMiiber 24 n'volution broke out 
at (^uulia-, and in souk* days tlio w'lioh* of Crete 
lind di^owiK'd the Athens ( lovornnHSU and 
thrown in its lot with the National Alovenaait 
under t h(^ a'^^is of its ariMitest son. On 
tcMulier 2.*) M. \ (‘iii/i'los liimselt, d(H‘idinj» that, 
the moiiKMit for a.etion ]ia<l come, left Athens 
accompanied by Admiral Koundouriotis and 
other prominent public mi'ii. In (Tete they 
proclaimed a J Tovdsional Covc'rnnu'ut, aiul from 
there passcsl to (Miios, AlytihsK*, an<l other 
.pLa^an islands whicli hasttaa'd to t'spouse their 
cause, finally they took ii)) tluMr luaulquarters 
at Salofiika, and on Octolan* 18 a. ‘‘ Caliim t of 
National I)(‘fenc(‘ ” wa- foriiKMl by .M. llepoulis, 
r(‘sponsibl(‘ to tlu' Triumvirate — Al. \d‘ni/elos. 
Admiral Koundouriotis, and Cenera! Danalis — 
whicli had taken on itsedf the task of eooperat- 
insj: ^\ith the Allies for the (‘xpulsion of tiu* 
Ihilnarians from Cn‘ek soil. Henceforth tlas’e 
wi‘re two CoN’ernuH'nts in ( JrciS'e - that of Pim- 
h'ssor I.<ambr().s (who on October S sucec(Ml(‘d 
M. Kalogero])oulos) at Athens, and that of the 
'rrium\irat(‘ at Sa.lonika. 4’he former, main- 


taining its rule ovea' Central Clroece, the 
Peloponnese and the Ionian Islands, remained in 
th(‘ory striidly neutral. The latter, recognized 
dr. facto in Ala-cedonia, most of tlie xEgeari 
islands and Crtde by the haitente Powers, 
relied on real popular su])port. It frankly 
allied itself with the Jbitiaite and eoopt'rated 
ill military ])reparatinns against Bulgaria, on 
w horn it (U'chircsl wai’. 

ehief int(‘rest of the autumn campaign 
<‘i*ntres round the opt'rations in Western 
Macedonia, ])ut liefore turning to them tliis 
aecount of the course of ('vents on the eastern 
part of the Salonika, front may be concluded. 
This si'ctor had Ixm'm handcnl over to tho British 
forces. On S('.])t('ml)(‘r 10 tlu^ Struma, which 
had s('rv('d as a line of defenee, w as crossed by 
(h'lu'ral Aliln(''s troops T)oth south and nortli 
of Pa.kc Taehino"^. Petwcf'ii th(' J^ak(' and 
the Culf of Orfa.no they occu])u*d the “ N(‘W' 
Villagt'" (Xi'okliori or A (‘ui Kioi). To the 
north thi'N’^ crossed at \arious points ])etw(‘('n 
hak(‘ Pul ko\ (> and Lak(‘ 4'achinos. Sonu' small 
\ illages were oceupie<.l, and the Xort humberland 
Pusili(*rs dro\'(‘ the Bulgarians out of X('\’olj(*n, 
inllieting s(‘\(‘re lo.->ses on 1 lu' ('iK'iny d'he 
P>ritisli troops siilisetjiu'nt ly withdiv'w as j)r<‘- 
(irrangi'd. Pi\<‘ da.vs lalc'r th(‘ offensiM' was 
n'lK'wi'd. British force s s('i/t‘d tlu^ \ illag(‘s of 
Kato (or Bower) Choudheli, »lami Mali, Ago 

I o I - 1 . 




HIGHLANDKHS ON THH MARCH NHAR DOIRAN. 


JMiili Mild IvoniJiriMii, and bund Hkmu <0 Hu* 
griMiiid. 0i\ SuptiMubur !2.‘b in spile of a sudihui 
risi* of tJiroo ieet in 1 lie ri\(‘i‘, wliieh liainpiu’iMl 
brid^iiiij; opnrations, a. crossing was a.<zain 
olYeeted aiul tliu villajjes and Iroiiebrs o(*eupie!d 
l)y llu‘ (‘iieniy wi're raidi'd. ValuabU* reeon- 
ua-issancn w orlc was effMcle(l. 

As the Allied a,dvan<-(' on MOnastir pro- 
C(n'(lod it was found U('cessa,ry to increase (uir 
ae(i\itir*s on tla^ iSlnima front. Takinj? full 
atbaida^zc of the su[)eriority in arlillery tin* 
wliieh the lii^h ground on tlu' riL'ht liank 
allowed, t leiH'ral .Milne on the niyht of S(‘ptein* 
b(*r Ilb IhnwN' eonsideiable foi‘^‘(‘s across (lie 
ri\(‘i’, over whi<*h the Royal iMiLuneers had sn<*- 
cei'ded in coiisl ructintJ l)ridp:(V''. At dawn th<' 
(jiloueostia's and Caiuei’on 1 hj-rhlaiiders ad- 
AiMieod. and by S a.iii. ha.il won th(‘ vilhiye of 
Karaja J\iui liala. On their k'ft tin* olher (wo 
bat talii'iis of thi^ britxadi' — Tbiyal Heeds and 
Argyll and Sutherland lli^hlandeis — puslu'd 
on in spite of ''heavy and accural e*' enemy 
artilh'ry fin*, and by had oceiipieil Ivaraja 

Kiiii Zir. llic Bulgarians’ repeated attem[»N 
to n*ga,iu these* (wo ^ullages on tho nights of 
Septembi'i' .‘Id and October 1 failed, and by 
Octob(*r 2 till* position had been coasoliilati'd. 
Xext day an infantry brigade composed of the 
Ministers and Dublins altackcfl and seized Yoni 
Kioi on the main road to Sctcs. irere tlM\y 
were exposed to fit'i’ce bombardments and 
counter-attacks, in wliieh six or s(*ven enemy 
battalions participated. In spile-'" of their 
efforts, liowever, the Dulgariaiis taik'd to 
recover Yeni Kibi and fresh rcinforc(*ments 
secured tli0 village for the British. On Xo\ em- 
ber 5 Nevoljon (to the west) was again oeeii[>ied, 
and by November 8 the British forces were in 


poss(‘>^sion ot lilt* line Ago M:di-Omondhos- 
I'disban-Ormanl’i, the ea\a.lrv holding an 
ad\'anee<l line Ki-.pekid'ialeudhra. \ol only 
had the eiM*my been piishi'd back, but be had 
lost at k*ast l..~>Od iiM'ii kilk'd. prisoiiei’s and 
.*) ma,<‘hine-mi:is. In th** o]anion of Oeneral 
.Miha* the siwees-; of t he^e operations was duo 
to the skill and di'eidoii with which t h(‘y wero 
eoiuhielerl liy J.i»‘ut»‘na,nt Oent'ral ( .1. Briggs, 
O.B., a.nd to (he (*\<‘<'lienl cooperation of all 
ariH^.'’ Xol less eri'ilil was due to the work 
of I he Royal J‘ lying (^irps, the Boyal IhiLUiU'ers 
and the Arm\' Ordnance ( 'orps, in wlio^i* hands 
la.\' th(* pn*blems of Iraii'-porl. On this as on 
olher fronts both nmlor aml>nlanee dri\'ey^ and 
st relelier-ln'arers rendeied splendid s(“i-\iee in 
iV'Ni'uing an<l eon\ «*\inij; I be w«)iind''(l to Ibi^ 
dressing stations iuul lio'-pitals - many of the 
latter voliin(ai'il\' nf}.>ani/.«‘d unit-- of tin* British 
Red Oros- and Oilier of St. .lohn. ddii* BoyaJ 
Army Medical Corj)s, uiuk r* Surgeon -( k‘iieral 
H. R. M hilebe.id, (Mb, dt'seiwed not less jmm's^* 
lor the way in wliieh they lia.d grappled with 
malari.i. dysent(*r\' and other diseasi's from 
w hii-h tlw* ti'onps Tiad to suiler mneli in 1 hn 
ma,rsliy aiul nnheallh\' Struma. \ alley. 

Opei’ations on the I )oiia,n-\’a.rdar Riv^'r 
sector w»*r«‘ also liegim with .1 \ i(*w' to holding 
up the enemy^ His ftirees here a.mouiit(*d to 
some 30,000 men — jiraelie.illy Hit* whok; of tho 
Bulgarian 0th Division aiitl at k*a,st tw()-third.s 
of tho ({<*rman 10 1st Division. Jk‘tw'een 
Seplemht*r 11 and 13 ({t*nt'i*a.l Mihu' began a 
bt'avy bomba-rdment of 1b<- (k*rman salitmt 
north of Maebukovo, krmwn as ‘'Tin* Maebino 
(Jims’ Knob.” On ihr. night of Sept(*mber 
13-14 tlu^ King's Liv'erpool Regiment and 
Lancashire Fusiliers stormeil and occu[)icd 
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MAP ILLUSTRATING THE OPERATIONS FOR THE CAPTURE OF 

MONASTIR. 


thr* enemy’s ])()sition liere, killed over 200 
(iennans and captured 71. Tlio work was, 
however, exposed to the enemy’s artillery fire, 
and in face of his at-t aeks in i^nperior foret' it was 
found necessary to retire after a successful 
demonstration. 'I’lie rest of tlic fighting on 
tliis sector consisted chietTy of raids on tlie 
enemy’s treiielies, hut through<.nit the next 
two months these operations had great value 
in detaining considerable forces of the (‘nemy 
which might otherwise have becai availaV>le 
for the defence of Monastir. 

It was on the left of the Allies’ lino that 
events of dectisiv^^ importance took place. 
Here in their sj)ec.tacular invasion of August 
17 and 18 the Bulgarians had occupied Fiorina 
and forced the Serbians to fall back on Ostrovo. 
The Bulgarians i^ushed on along the main road 
and by-paths converging on Kozani. As usual 
they massacred and plundered the unfortunate 


inhabitants of villages like Negovani and Aitos, 
in the latter of which tlu^ mf<yor and another 
official were murdered. After jienetrating the 
Kirli Dcrbend (“ Dirty Pass ”) the enemy 
occupied Soroviclievo and Sotir, hut was there 
attacked by the Serbians and had to n^tire 
to hlk'^hisu. It was expected that he would 
again attempt a spectacular advance on Kozani 
or attack Vodena and threaten Veria in the 
hope of cutting Sarrail’s land connexions with 
Greece and impressing King Constantine’s 
subjects. The Serbians, however,* backed by 
French and Hussian contingents, were not long 
in retaliating. The invader was gradually 
driven babk. By September 15 the Allied 
armies were closing on Fiorina, having taken 
many prisoners and guns. The Serbians 
alone captured 32 of the latter, including several 
heavy pieces as well as stores and munitions, 
and claimed to have inflicted, with few 
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casualties of their own, sovero losses on the 
enemy. 

A general mlvance was in progress. On tlie 
loft the Freneli and Russian contingents 
crosscHl the Mala Ri'ka (‘'Little Rivin* ") 
J^idge, approaching Fiorina from the south. 
From the east the Serbians advanced from 
Ostrovo, driving the enemy })efon' them. By 
September 10 they had taken the village of 
Gornichevo (on the Banitsa-Ost rovo road) 
and carried the gri'ater part of the Malka 
Nidjo ridge at the point of the bayonet. 
Their cavalry had driven the Bulgarians head- 
long from Ekshisu and cU'an'd th(^ whole 
country round Lake Fetrsko. On September 
17 there was a fierce bat t le hid-ween the atlvanc- 
ing French and Russians and the retreating 
Bulgarians on the Fiorina- Rosna line. The 
struggle lasted all day, but in spite of a desperate 
resistance the Bulgars werc^ beaten and had 
to fall back. On Sc'ptembor 18, at 10 a.m., tlu' 
French ontc^red Fiorina. The great Bulgarian 
invasion of Greece had conic to grief after a 
month. 

But from Fiorina alone it was impossible 
to advance on Monastir, which now became t he 
obje(;tivo of the Allied arinios. Monastir 


lies in the extreme south of the Fidagonian 
plain. From Fiorina, imleed, the way is open. 
But Monastir is in turn commanded by the 
outlying mountains of the Albanian tangle 
on the west anti on lh<‘ ea-^t it is proteirted by 
the lof>p of thcTch u’na (*‘ Black ") River, within 
the bend of which stands the high Seleelika 
Ridge. To t he east of the Teh M ii i is the formid- 
able mountain barrier of the Starkov Grob ami 
Xidje Planina, culminating in tlie mountain 
of Kaymjikchalan, with which all aspirants 
to Monastir imiJ^t Hrst graj>plt\ 

Tlie fighting to the west of Ijake Ostrovm 
in the last week of August had resulted in the 
failure of the Ibilgarians in spitt' of tremendous 
(‘fforts, led by the 1st Brigadt' of the Sth 
Division under Folonel Serafimorf, to envelop 
and crush the Serbian left wing. General 
Bojovieh’s troops had stood firm. On Septem- 
ber I they had won the Malka Xiilje ridgi^ 
ami thence they, with the French and Russians 
on the left, had advanced and recovered 
Fiorina. On the Serbian right the last week of 
August also saw the initiation of a vigorous 
offensive. The order to advamn^ all along the 
line appealed to the hoim^-siek Serbian troops. 
Through the Moglenitsa valley tiiey advanced 
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MOUNT KAYMAKCHALAN. 

The eastern slopes stormed by the Serbians. 

on th(* inmintuin l)nrricr, hold by tli(‘ onc'iny, 
which scj){irjit('d thcjn from their native 
land, Th(‘ Jhilpirians lu'ld stron^j ])ositions 
jilon^^^ th(' cn"<f of tJi(‘ Slarkov < h-ob and 
Nidj(^ Pliinina jmd (M-enpied the Jiills com- 
manding th(* Mojzlenitsa valley from the 
nort h. 

The S(‘rl)ians' lir.'-t attack wa.s on ^Tcaiiil 
Kovil. (Ma-mberinp up its sleep sides they 
atta.cked thc*ir taiemies with bombs and bayonet. 
Tt was a. fiertM* st rujj^le in which litth* coiint<'d 
(‘X(*(*pt the in<li\a(hia.l snldic'r's strength and 
coiirajK*. For thn^e ihus th(‘ issue was in 
doubt, but finally the victory fell to t hi* Ser- 
bians, who won the hills of Kovil and Kukuriiz 
(“Maize Jtill ") arul then*by secured all tiie 
positions dominatiiiLr the Mogh^iitsa va1U*y. 
Ft was the first real test of the worth of the* 
re-formed Serbian army, and the result wa.s a 
splendid one. 

Everything now depended on the possession 


of :\Iount Jvaymakchalan, tlio highest point- 
(8,284 feet) of the whole range. The Bul- 
garians -as documents captured from them 
]>roved — had ordi'rs to defend tliis lieight to 
the last man. For the Serbians it was a 
uniipie op])ortunity of once more entering thi'ir 
native land. After fierce fighting the troops 

the i)rina Division won the summit of the 
])eak on S('])t(Mnber 18 — the day the French 
entered Fiorina — and ])lanted the national 
ilng once more on Serbian soil. The victory 
cost them heavily, for the Bulgaiians again 
and again rt'turne<l to the attack. 'J'hey held 
on obstinately to their positions on thi* northern 
slopes of till* mountain a.nd reinforciil their 
troo])s from otlu'r fronts. On Sept(*mber 2() 
th(‘y attcanpted a desperate countir-iittack 
with men drawn from four divisions. They 
gained a. local succ(^s^^ but were unabk* to main- 
tain it, and on Septembi'r 150 the S<‘rbians 
occupied the wiioli* mountain blo(‘k and the 
Bulgars hastily withdrew, abandoning four 
tield guns, four mountain guns and miu'h 
mat(*rial of otlua' kinds. TIu're is doeu- 

miaitary ])roof that the Bulgarian losses 
were frightfully heavy. 'J'heir 11th Ihgi- 
meiit., for instance, had 7.‘5 oirucrs and .‘5,000 
men out of action. Thi* vi(‘tors, loo, had heavy 
loss<‘s, but flu‘y could console IhemseKes with 
the results of th(*ir sui'cess. On October .‘5 
the Jlulga-rians eviicua.ted tin* wJiol(‘ Starkov 
(;rob a.nd withdnwv their whole line. Serbia 
was once more opiai and thi* Serbian Hag was 
hoisted in the sevi*n village's which tin* \ ictors 
enter< *<1. 

The first St*r])ian village recovert*d by the 
Si'rbiaji armies was divonya (near the J5iv(‘r 
Brod). Tims the moment was d(*s(*ribed ))y a 
Serbian idlici'r : 

At tlu- intriiiKM' UC ini't tln^ first S(al)ian cilizrii, a 
(•ili 7 .<‘M <>1 da* Kin'j0»)iii <»t’ Sarhia, ami t)ii< nm*. 

tluniL’li pnor, ro})l>i‘il and ><trippi*<l nf (>\ aryl hin;: 1)\ tli<* 
am-iiM , wouM m)1 f tf) im-at. his hri»llu*rs <'inpty- 

haiahah and siiK*f‘ la* possassad nothing alsa, lu* set 
halora ns two pitah«*rs of watar. All wara tliara to 
gr<*at O'-, tt) \\t*lat)n~ia iis ami t)ll<*i’ iis watt’i. 

{ not tliii^ty, ! did not drink, hiit I did not 

\vi.-.h to rafnsa tin* olo r ni ^ht* first Sarhian aitizt n I 
M-t ayas on iind who giaalatl me and wi-liatl me Im-k. 
For Im k. t hail, and at tha auspic ious lihu*, and with 
.a kind of faith I swallow(*d a mouthful of wat<*r. 
I took that mouthful of watar full of laith as it it. 
liad hac*n Ilia Jloly donimunion. T aoniinuniaatad in 
this holy watar which sjirings fn)ni our soil, which to 
us is holy. 

The results of the capture of the Kaymak- 
chalan w't^re far reacliing. On October 15 thi’ 
Bulgarians abandoned the w'hole ridge of thi* 
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Hut th(^ cliu'f struggU* for th(.‘ covc^li'd fity 
iiouossarily look plaro to tlu* rast . ddu' Ser- 
bians, after th(‘ir victory of ^vaymakehalaii, 
w<‘re faced by tlie barrier of tli(‘ Telierna 

the rou^t) Moriiiovf* ])Iat(*au and the 
Sole(‘hka Mountains in tli<*ir westward advaiae 
on ^fojiast ii*. ^riie S(*rl)ians liad readied the 
irchci’iia through J’etalino on Octobia* 4. On 
<)elob(‘r tJ they forced 1 h<‘ir way past the t )obro 
r»oIje (^*^^ood ti(‘l<l ") liei^dits, jiart of wiiich 
th(w occu[)ied, and descended to Hudiinirea and 
Cninislitt*. On Octoixn- i) tliey crossed t lie 
'J\*}ieriia at t he import ant | >< )int known as Skoehi- 
vir, wher(‘, as its nana* shows, tlie placid river 
bn^aks inl<» “rapids” in tla' narrow ddlle into 
wliich the approaching Si‘leclika and Starkov 
Orob mountains s»pi(X‘Z(‘ it. l^'iirtln'r west 
th<* Stabians also crosstxl th(^ Tclicrna Ixdwetai 
Ooliroviaii and r>rod. I’lie Huluarians an- 
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iiounced on Octolier 8 that, “ after liis sangui- 
nary ilefeat,” the emany had “ abandon(‘d his 
attempts to advance,” but “the (memy ” did 
not do anything of the sort. On October 9 
Sofia admitted that “some enemy battalions” 
had “ crossi'd the Tcherna.” I’risoners in con- 
siderabk^ numbers were coming in ; ladwinm 
S(^pt(‘mber 20 and Octolx'r 10 it was calculated 
that somt' 9,000 of the enemy had been capturixl 
on the various Mactx Ionian fronts ; of these tlx' 
Serbians took 80{» on OidolxT 8 and 9. On 
Oct<»ber II th(^ Serliians “gained a footing” 
in the villagi^ of Hrod, on t hc^ north bank of the 
'rdierna. h’or a day or two furtlx^r advance was 
Ixdd u|), but on Octolx'r 14, afttu* artillery 
pn‘[)arat ion, the Allied forces begaii a powerful 
ofhaisive und(‘r the i\ves of (haieral Sarrail 
and the Prirax^ Ht'gent of St*rbia. dlx'n* was 
tierce fighting for sonu* days, the ciu'iny making 
a ilctermined, and at first suci'cssfnl, resistaii(‘(‘. 
On 0(dober 17. however, the Serbian Army 
und<T (general Mishich's command carried the 
villagc‘sof X'elyeselo and Hrod and their cavalry 
])ursiuHl tlx* en<‘my to tlx* north. Oardilovo 
also ft‘ll into tlxar hands, and its capture 
thr(‘at(*ned to cut off tlx* Hulgarian forc<*s 
who w<‘re holding thi> Hn'nch and Russians 
on the Kenali Ri\'cr - Sakuhn'o line. T}x*y 
began to fall back a(*ross t!x^ 4Vherna by the 
Hiikri Hridgi' and so leavt* tlx* way to Monastic 
opt'ii. ddx* Serbians on their part puslx'd 
north from (Jardilovo towards Haldenci, and 
cai Oc'tober 19 aiul 20 took a large number of 
guns and about 1,000 prisoners, among tlx* 
latter a (Merman oflict*!* and 1.9 men, part of a 
reinforc(*ment wlu(*h the (Jermans had hastily 
sent from Hast Prussia to tlx‘ir hard-prt*ss(*d 
ally. Among these wen* some Alsatians, who 
showed little desin* to fight the allies of the 
Fren<*h. On the following day furtlx*r j)rogn*ss 
was mad<** towards Haldenci and north of 
Skochivir, but then for a tinx^ ojH‘rations were 
int<u’rupted by a br<*ak in the weat her. ( Jeneral 
Mishich and the Second Serbian Army were 
thus lx*ld up just at a moment when sp(*ed was 
csst*ntial and time was given to tlx* <‘nemy to 
reinforce his beaten army. Hncouraged by the 
arrival of (ferman contingents, the Hulgarians 
on October 22 attempted to recovc^r the ground 
lost three days before, but th<*ir attacks were 
repulsed with ix^avy losses, and a S(*rbian 
count(*r-attack advanced the line 700 yards 
further north. On October 24. tlie enemy wa*^ 
expelled from the slopes of tlie Starkov Grob 
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BULGARIAN TRENCHKS NEAR MONASTIR. 


and tho Serbians soizbd a fc^rtified height at the 
conflnenee of ilu' Tclierna and the Stroshnitsa. 
North of Brotl fighting continued fiercely 
during the next few days, (lardilovo, whieli 
had been lost, was recovered by tlui .French 
on Octolx'r 2S. In s[)ite of the bad wt^ather 
and mud the Serlibians made steady, if slow, 
progress. Tlunr objective was the Novak 
Bridge, wliieh is th(^ eastf*rn entranei; to 
Monastir. The wood(*n bridge over tlicTcherna 
at JBukri was destiM)y(*d by Sc^rbian artillery 
fin^ on October 29. Att<‘nipt(^d (»nemy thrusts 
at the Serbian right wing south of Po!f)g and 
Budiniirca wore successfully ]airried f)n Novem- 
ber 4 and '5. Sitnilar attempts m<*t with similar 
results on Nov(»mber 7 and 0. 

On November 10 came the Serbian rc'ply. The 
enemy’s strong positions on the rocky heights 
of -Chuko (some 1,400 feet above the valley), at 
the extreme south of the Selechka rang(% were 
stormed. His losses w€:re very h^'avy, and he 
left in the hands of the Serbians r»00 prisoners 
and considerable material in guns and stores. 
All his counter-attacks failed, the only result 
being that the Serbians ca]jtured 1,000 fresh 
prisoners and pushed their line farther forward. 
The southern half of the village of Polog was 


already captured. On November 12 Tven; a 
village farther north, was also takep, and now 
the whole SerV>ia.n army had effected the crossing 
of the T<*herna. Sixteen field guns and a great- 
f|uantity of other war material fell into tlie 
victors’ hands. The Bulgarians were forced 
to fall back ;k000 yards to the north. On 
November Bl then' were “bloody engage- 
ments ” with the enemy. 4’he St‘rbians secure(i 
their positions near T('])avci iind made 1,900 
fresh j)nsoners, the majority f>f tliem (h'rmans. 
On November lo en<‘my renuann k/'/cv admitted 
the “ withclrawal of their ilehmce.’ TIk^ 
S(‘rbians took th<^ village of (’hegcl and pushed 
on against Hill 1212. 1’ho following <lay 
they advanced from T(*i)avci on Jarashok. 
They were already dang(‘rously near to the 
Novak bridges and the enemy (*ouId no longer 
risk maintaiiiing his riglit wing on the K<*nali- 
Ihikri line. On Nh)vcmber 14 hci withdrew his 
whf)le line .sf)nu* fi\'(’ miles an<I took u]) a new and 
last position at Bistrica, his h ft here protected 
by tln' Bistrica stream, which flows through 
marshy cjountry to th(' Teherna. 4 he jiursuing 
Franco-Bussian forces occupied Jabyani, Poro- 
diii, and Velushina and reached the river Viro. 
The Serbians ni the same time captured Nego- 
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SERBIAN PEASANTS RETURNINli TO THEIR HOMES. 


rlinri n!i<l llio mouastcry of .larashok. Tho 
oiUMiiy took up position on Hil! l.‘57S. It was, 
how<‘\'(*r, iinpossiblo i'or liim any l('>n^cr to 
protoft Jiirnsalf in Mona-stir, 'J’lir St'rhiaus, 
advanriim froTu tlu' (vist, stopFiavl Hill 1212, 
in spit(‘ af tho (k*s'p(*ra.t resist a-nrc* of the 
Hulpirian 4h11i He^inaait. On tlio left tlif' 
P’reneli and llussia.iis were |)n'ssin^ a-^^airist 
the Histriea lines. Monastir was untenwhh*. 
n was liastily e\'aeuated, and on Xovember 
19, at S a. 111 ., PT<Mieli troO[)s ent('rt*d tlu^ niueJi- 
o<^ voted city. 

It- was <*xaetly four y(*ars since tlie Serbian 
armies undt'r the Crown Prince Alexander, 
pressing from the north, had overthrown Zekki 
J’asha’s troops after a hair days’ battle and won 
the capital of ^lac(‘donia. It was not the 
Serbians who wert» destined in 1910 to s<'t first 
toot in their most southern city. Hut. it wavs 
indisputably they who had most contFibuted to 
its recovery. All the AIIuhI e<aitingents, indeial, 
shared m tlu* honour of the success. To the 
oast, on the Struma and Doiraii fronts, Ceneral 
Milne's army liad during October and Xovember 
allowt'd th<‘ Hulgarians and their Allies little 
rest and compelled them to conccmtrate there 
many <)i the heavy guns which iiiight have 
helped to guard tlu* d’eherna lirm. On the Serbo- 
Oreek frontier Italian contingents had main- 
tained an inv'aluablo ])ressure on tho enemy’s 
centre. It was, too, the Italian advance 


through All.)ania wliieh hud Ihn'ab'iM'd Mona- 
stir from th(‘ west and so complet'd th(‘ encir- 
cling of lh(‘ town. The hirgi^ Fnaieh and 
small<*r Kussia-n forces had ])layed a foremost 
part in tlu' advaiuM' from Fiorina dirc'ct on 
Kenali and .Monastir and wvW deserv'ed to 
ri'cov^er Monastir for the ally they had so 
brilliantly assist (*d. Hut by common conscnvt 
it was the St'rbians themscdv^t's to whom chief 
honours l)elonged. It was they who had 
stormed the p(‘aks of lva.ymak(‘halan (out' of 
tlu‘ most brilliant feats of the campaign), 
forced th(^ passage of th(^ Tcherna, fought th<‘ir 
way througJi the rocky ridges of tlu‘ Chuk<^ and 
Morihov'o. “ It is thanks to the S»‘rbians that 
we have won thc^ town,” said a French Colonel 
who was one of th(^ first to ent(»r it. Tludr losses 
iiad Ix'en very h('av'y. Thtur honour was the* 
greater. To few armies t^an any town have 
Im'cii a (hearer goal than Monastir to the Serbian 
army. 

The capture' was still morti important 
from the? political than from the military 
point of view. Strateizically, it was indeed 
a considerable success. The Allies’ line now 
ran continuously a(a*oss tlu' Halkan peninsula 
from the Struma to the Adriatic. Its right 
was protcct('d by the Struma itself ; 
its Centro ran fairly exactly along the 
mountainous Serbo-Hreek frontier; its left, 
after passing somew'hat cinmitously through 
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Moru^ostir, round Lnk'j Piwspa, r-nd 
through tlio tanglod inoinitain syst<‘in of 
Soiithc^rn r(*stt'd socurrly on tin* 

Adriatic* ports of Avlona, Khimarn. und A\ ii 
^Sararida. It is tri#c* tliat ^Fonjistir itst lf was 
not a ])c*rfec*tly sah* ivsidt'iu'c* for the* victors: 
regardless of tlu* fact that he elainicd it a.s a 
“ Ihilgaria-n ” town, the enemy (‘ontinued to 
shell it ruthlessly 1 liroughont- the wi]it<*r from 
the mountainous heights to w(*st a.nd north still 
in liis ])jissession. But its oeeupation gitve an 
opf‘ning for a farthei* adv{m(*i*, wh(‘n the oppor- 
tune moment should arrive lat(*r on. along the 
Belagonian ]>la.in to Brih'p, w lu'nee, througli 
tlu* i5a.])una Pass, ran tlu* route* to X'olos and tlu* 
X'ardar. va.lley. At le‘ast tlu* nienaee* of an 
eiu'iny thrust on the Allies' lt*ft. was de‘s1roy(*<l 
for gtiod. The* ea.[)lure e)f Monastir jna.rk<‘d, if 
not tlu* t'ml, a.t lea.st tlu* turning-])oint , e>f t lu- 
Salonika. <*x]u*dit ion. 

J\)lit iea.lly it nu*a.nt far nmre. A’ot only did 
it nu'JMi tlu* n'tui'n of the Sc'rbs to a,n important 
iliNtriet- e)f t hoir e*ount ry. Its eaplur<'wa.s the 
symhol of the evejitual failure* of pa.ii - Bulgarian 
di’i‘a.ms, Ahma-stir — te.) tlu* Hulga.ria,ns “ l^ito- 
lyei, "' was inde‘«*el a.n ent ij(*ly ee>smo[)olit an eity 
in which (h*(‘(*ks, 'Tiuks, flews, Huma.ns, 
Alha.nian*^, P>ulga.rs, Se*rhs and “ Ma.C(‘elonians ” 
lived and cjuarre'lled te)gether. But it repre- 


se*nled the old IhilgCvrian Binpire. It was 
Okhrida and tlu* Monastir district that Jiad 
foriiu*d tlu* c*i*ntr(‘ of 'J'sar Sa.mu<*rs dominions 
at the e*nd of the te‘ntli ce'iitury. From 1870 on 
the* Bulgaria.!! Fxare*hist propa.ga.n(h». had h'*cn 
vigorously e‘ngagt‘d in tlu* prose*lyt izat ion of the 
district. It was, jii ce*rt{Mn cont inge‘ncie*s, to 
have fallen to Bulga.ria. unde*!* tlu* S(*rhe>- Hul- 
g’a.ria.n se'ere*! tre'aty e)f Mai'ch .111, 1012. 

Bulgaria's I r<*!iche‘re>us iittaek em he*!* Allies 
e»n .lime* IJO, 10115, result(*(l in the* fe)rfeit 
<0 tliis rewa,rel. Hut to e*\ ejy Hulgar’ian, juid 
e*spe‘ciall\^ te) I )r. \’laele>rf s AFa-e-e'elemian part \', 
the* re‘e*e >\ e‘!‘y ot Me)na..stir w ev,s e)ne* e)f the* (‘hie*f 
(theaigh nt»t the* emls ) a-t t ra.e*t ie )ns e)f iute*rve*n- 
tie)n. While iu No\eiuhe*r, lOI."), the* (le*rma,.ns 
we‘re* still <*aje)ling King Pe)nst ant ine* with the* 
prennise* t luit it Me>ua.stii’ W(*i‘(' e>ccupi('d at till it. 
weuilel he* e»c(*upie‘el jointly hy Austri.m, (airman 
a.nd Hulga.ria.n troe)ps this wa.s a.etuallv ele)ue* 
for a short t inu* anel might e*N'e*nt ually he* e*e*(le*d 
te> (Ire'e'ce* in re*! urn feu* a. guiirante-e e>f he*!* 
ce»ntinue*el ne‘ul ra.lit y, hy I )e*e*( *mhe*r 0 . lOlo, 
e*ve.‘n ( le“rma.u a.nel Austi‘ia.n pa.pe*rs fe)un(l the*m- 
se*lve‘s fo!’e*e‘el to (jiiote* with iippre)\a.l the* 
unanimous (l(‘maiul e)f the* Bulga.ria.n j)re‘ss rluit. 
iMonastir should hee*e)me' anel re*ma.in pure'ly 
T5ulga.ria.n. Its fiill wa.s, t he*i*e‘fe)re*, a s(*ve‘re* 
blow te) Bulgaria.!! dr(‘a.ms. 'I'he* dissat isfa.ction 
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SERBIAN STAFF OFFICERS EXPLAINING THE POSITION TO BRITISH OFFICIAL 

CbRRESPONDENTS 


of tho public was ill concealed by the evasive 
consolations of the leading articles in the press. 
The dissatisfaction might probably have found 
louder utterance had not tho capture of 
Biikarest, on December 6, and Radoslavoff’s 


announcement of tho peace proposal of tho 
Central Powers, on December 12, for a time 
diverted public j^ttention. Hut the fall of 
Monastir remained a political, as well as mili- 
tary, fact of far-reaching importance. 



CHAPTER CI,XXXII 


THE WORK OF THE FRENCH 

NAVY. 


Tino Krkn(41 Navy at thk Otthreak oe War— Frenc h Naval Stratecjv ani> l^>RiTisir Tnti<:r- 
VENTION First Movements in the (^iiannel — The Mediterranean -The Adriatic' I5loc'kade 
— The Part of the Frenc h Navy at the: Dardanelles Analysis of the Operations The 
I.oss OF French Ships — French Stthmarines — The Salonika Fxpedition — (Uieece — Naval 
Work in the Far East Conch est of (JIerman Colonies — Phe Channei, and North Ska 
The French Naval pRiciADE in Heloicm and its Services to the Allies. 


T he pm*t pirtyod by tlie French Navy 
in the war was not- fully c^x[)laino(l as 
the war progrcvssecl, and was not, there- 
fore^, generally well undcTstood. The 
French Fleet exerted a vcTy iiuportant influcnicc^ 
throughout the whole of the o[ierat ions, but, 
like the British Fleet, it worked in silenc-e, and 
the otheial comynmilquefi did not give a picture 
of its activities. It prcjvided for the reinforee- 
nient of the Frencdi armies on tlie MarruN thc^ 
Somme, and on all the long Ic^ngth of the line 
to the \\:)sges ; the lirigade it land<*d in 19J4 
fought gloriously at Dixinude and elsewhere* on 
the Yser ; it took a Dading share in [laralysing 
the initiative of tlie Austrian FlcM*t at Pola ; it 
patrolled a large part of the Mediterranc'an ; 
it left impcrisliable inemoric*s at the Dardanelles ; 
in allianee with a Britisli squadron it was 
bcdiind the land forces at Salonika and in 
Egypt; its flotillas were active in tlie (luinnc*! 
and even in the North Sc*a ; and in many distant 
regions of the world it assisted in putting an 
end to enemy commence and in thc^ subjc*etion 
of the possessions of Cermany in Africa and in 
the Pacific. There wcTe many glorious clecnls 
to be inscribed in its records, enterprise*, hcToism, 
fortitude in the most tt*iTible trials of war, 
coejiness in danger and the long patience of tiie 
sea ; and the losses it suffered in ships, ohicers, 
and men neither shook its c®nfideneo nor 
diminished its resolution. 

It was fortunate for the Allies that the Anglo- 
French Entente had indicated to France a clear 
Vol. XIL— Part 145. 


and definite line of naval policy (Hi the out- 
break of war. The main force of the Flc*et 
had bc*c*n conec'iitratc'd in the Meditc'rranean, 
and only a few of the oldca* cruisers rcMuained, 
with strong flotillas, at Brc*st. There is weak- 
nc'ss in naval c'oalit ions, hut the* h(*st results 
would b(‘ attain(*d by clearly defining /.ones 
or regions of activity, l^higland must bo 
eliarged with the control of lli(‘ North S<*n. and 
the (4iann<‘l ; and France* of tlie Mediterrani'an. 
Jn FrancH^ th<T*e had bc*en strcing ofiposition to 
(his arrangem(*nt , chiefly among those* \\ lio 
regarded (he Anglo-French Ente'nte as pla.tonie, 
and ((uestioned its r(*ul pe'rmaiu'iiee* and value*, 
but the r(*disf.ril)uf iein was carried threiugli, 
and the situafieni indieat(*d exist(*d in [inietiee 
at the* outbreak eif war. 

Tbei Fre'iich Navy suffered unde‘r some* dis- 
«idvantag(\s. A peilitieal steirni bad in March, 
1914, driven from oflieu^ M. Meinis, Minister of 
Marine, who, after a ee)nfe*re‘iiee^ witii Mr. 
Winston Phurehill, thf*n First J.(ord eif the 
Admiralty, had umk*rtaken a furthe'r r(‘(;on- 
stitution of the French war organ i /.at iein. The 
r(*forms re'inainc'd ine*e>mple*te*, and the* (U*rman 
assault found M. Memis’s sueeesse)!*, M. (Jaut hier, 
a deiotor of iiu*dieine, in eeiurse* eif initiation in 
the duti<*s of his otliee. M. (lauthier promptly 
rc*signed, a-ntl was succeeded by M. Augagneur, 
who held otiiee until October 1915, when M. 
Briand bi*came Prime Minister, and Admiral 
!..acaze became Minister eif Marine. 

It is also te.) be noted that the French Navy 
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THE ARMOURED CRUISER “MARSEILLAISE.” 


waa completely imbued with tlie doctrine and 
inspired with the training for the grande b&kiiJle 
en haute mer -the achieving of glorious victories 
in fleet engagements — ^but foimd itself instead 
employed in the sedentary work of patrol and 
blockade, which was not congenial to the 
ardent spirit of officers and men. Yet a French 
julmiral remarked that it was really a fortunate 
thing for the French Navy that the enemy was 
not within its reach, and, in fact, declined to be 
brought to action. 

At 8 p.m. on August 2, 1914, Rear-Admiral 
Rouyer received orders to proceed up the 
Channel t<i the Straits of Dover and forbid the 
passage to the enemy. His force consisted 
merely of six old armoured cruisers, the 
Marseillaise (flag). Admiral Aube, Jeanne 
d’Arc, Gloire (broad pennant of the second-in- 
command, Ca]jtain Le (Winelier), (Hueydon, and 
Diipetit-Thouars, w’ith a dozen torpedo-boats. 
What could the Rear-Admiral have done if the 
whole Cicrman Fleet had come down upon 
him ? But that w^as not to be. On the 
morning of August 3 British destroyers com- 
municated to the French tkitilla the happy in- 
telligence that the Grand Fleet was ready to 
intervene if the German Fleet moved against 
Franco. On August 2 the British Cabinet had 
given France the assurance that, “ if the Ger- 
man Fleet comes into the Channel or through 
the North Sea to undertake hostile operations 
against French poasts or shipping, the British 
Fleet will give all the pitxtection in its power.” 


The situation was immediately cleared by this 
news, and interest was transferred to the Medi- 
terranean. Italy WMis a member of the 
Triple Alliance, and it w^as necessary to be very 
cautious and watchful, but the early declaration 
of Italian neutrality speedily removed what 
might conceivably hav'c been the greatest 
preoccupation of the French Naval Com- 
mand. There still remained the danger that 
the German cruisers then in the Mediter- 
ranean might attempt to interfere with the 
transport of trooy^s and supplies from Algeria 
and Tunis, which the military authorities ro- 
gardetl as a matter of the most urgent import- 
ance. The fact that the Goe'nen and Breslau 
issued from J^rindisi, and rushed w'estward to 
bombard Bona and Philippe ville, on the morning 
of August 4, confirmed the impression that they 
intended to surprise and sink some of the 
transports leaving the Algerian ports. 'J’hc 
two cruisers would, of course, have been lu) 
match for a pow'orful fleet, but their high speed 
made them formidable for a raid of this kind. 
In the event, how^evc^r, such w^ere the combina- 
tions effected by the British and French Nava! 
forces that the German cruisers were obliged to 
abandon their object, and to fly at their utmost 
speed to the Dardanelles, with their pursuers 
close at their heels. 

The French Fleet had left Toulon at 4 a.in. 
on the morning of August 3, and had extended 
'fan-like in three groups directed severally towards 
the ports of Philippeville, Algiers, and Oran. 
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The first group Wiis under <*oininaiid of V’ic‘e- 
Adiniral (Jho(?he[)rrtt, in tlio Didenjf, the second 
of Vico-Aclniiral l^v. Hris (Patrie), an<l the third 
<if Rear-Admiral (Juepratte (Suffren). Vicc‘- 
Aflmiral Hone <l(s Lapc'yrtjre, eonimander-in- 
cliief, had his flag in tlie (_V>urV>i*f, an<l wjls with 
the second group <lirect(‘d towards Algiers. 
When abreast of the Balearic IsU's, wireless 
brought intelligence of the presi‘nce of th<‘ 
(Jerinan cruisf*rs, and at the same time t lattta* 
learned of the m(‘nace tluit caidangeivd thtMii. 
It was quite Tincertain whether tluiy would 
attempt to es(*ape through the Straits of (hb- 
raltar, but the Preneli s<juadrons definitely 
turned them to the (*ast, and the dangler dis- 
ajipeareiJ. 

Jn this way the FrtiHli tro<»ps from Algeria 
and I'lmis wc‘re sc'caired from imminent attack. 
This had been flu‘ first object <»f th<* French 
Fomniander-iii-Chief, and the troops cami‘ 
in accordance with a plan long pre-aiTa!ig<*<h 
and first fought at th(' Battle (»f t lie Marne, 
'rhe 19th Army (’orps in .Vlg(*ria belongeil 
to the “ Metropolitan Army, * anti tht‘ total 
number of troops in Algeria and 'run is was 
about S.’hflflfl. Inelufling soldit'rs <»f special 
catt'gorit's, tht* transjiort inN'olvt'd th«‘ carry- 
ing across the ]\IediteiTiin<‘an of ufiwartls 
of 100,000 men, with horst's. inulc's, liea\\' 
and tit'ld guns, warlikt' and gejK'ral stor<*s, 
aeroplanes, ht)S|)ital rt‘<piisit( s, clothing, 
food, forage, cajup etpiipinent. and even 



THE ARMOURED CUUISRR GUOIRE.” 

building materials, coal and [ictrol. Mar- 
seilU‘s, Toulon and other soutliern ports wt-re 
filltHl with transports bringing these troops, 
while an immense transport of troops from 
Intlo-t^hina began, which trav(*rsed the whole 
length of the MediterraneaTX from I’ort Saitl. 
The old (\)chin-Fhina transports, Vinhd.ong, 
Bien Hoa and Duguay-dVouin, caiiu^ irp.o new 
youth, and found a great sph(*rc' of activity^ 
Across and through the Mediterranean there 



\l rauh of/iiiiil 

ADMIRAL I.ACAZE, 
French Minister of Marine. 


was f lenceforw ar.l a. continuous transport 
operation, for troops w<*re always arriving and 
ileparting in grtsit numbers, with all th<* vast 
n*quin*merds of figlifing armies. Salonika and 
the* Dardanelles increas(*d t he demands, and th(^ 
woundt'd had to be transport e»l and repatriated, 
rhe steam<‘rs France IV., Bretagiu*, (Vylan, 
Fana<la, (’an huge, Divona, 'Dduul, Sphin.x, 
and otliers were recpiisititaied. Tin? activity of 
«*nemy submariiu's complicat(‘d th(* mattt^r, 
but the organization was completts an<l the 
French Navy had charge of the wfiolc of tfie 
<*onvoy an<l patrol, the sliield of th<‘ British 
naval forces operating, of courst*, as a guard. 
Details <»f the organi/.at ion were not discloses!, 
but it will l)e realized that a work of enormous 
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complete success. The losses and mishaps 
wore very few. 

The great transport of troops was not the 
only care of the French Navy. The Austro- 
Hungarian squadron at Pola became its prin- 
cipal objective. Its flotillas wore a constant 
menace, but as the squadron itself practised the 
reticent strategy of the Gorman High Sea 



THE ARMOURED CRUISER “AMIRAL 
GHARNER.” 


Fleet, and refused to be drawn into action, it 
was necessary to establish a blockade, which 
was accomplished effectively, ami copductetl 
for over nine months, until Italy (leelare<l war 
on May 2.*!, 1915, and partially reliev'<Ml (h<‘ 
French Fleet of tliis duty. 8uch were the 
geographical conditions of the Adriatic, with 
the groat fringe of islands along the Dalmatian 
coast, admirtiblo base for enemy flotillas, im- 
plying the need of blocking both Pola and 
(-attaro, that it was decidtHl to establish the 
blockade at the Straits of Otranto, with Malta 


as the base, at a distance of 400 miles. Lissa 
was seized as an advanced base. There was 
always the possibility of the bigger Austrian 
ships issuing from Pola, using Sebenico, Spa- 
lato or Zara as a base, and establishing a strong 
and menacing position at the Bocche di Cat- 
taro. Swoops of the Adriatic were to be made 
from time to time, and the provisioning and 
supplying with munitions of Montenegro and 
Serbia wore in charge of the French Fleet. 

It was a difticult and dangerous business, as 
events proved. There were large numbers of 
patrolling vessels, b’iit the big ships had to 
remain at sea, returning periodically to Malta, 
and were subjected to great hazard. French 
battleships had never before cruised for such 
long periods between their visits to port. 
Admiral Bone do I..apeyr6re was in supreme 
commaml, after the fleparturo of Admiral Sir A. 
Berkeley Milne in August, 1914, and a British 
light cruiser squadron was with him. The 
bombardment of Cattaro began in that mf>nth 
and was (‘ontimuMl intermittently. A demon- 
stration was made on Augiist 10, wdien the 
Austrian light cruiser Zenta was destroyed ofT 
Antivari, but this raid and others did not 
tempt the Austro-Hungarian Fb'et to come out. 
Its flotillas, issuing tliroughthe channels behind 
the islands, beeanio vt'iy menacing to tlu^ 
blockading forces. They were support e< I by 
swift cruisers, and accompanied by aeroplanes, 
and at intervals the battleship Diderot and 
the armoured (iruisi^rs Leon (himbetta, Vdedor 
Hugo, and Jules Ferry were attacked. The 
Gambetta was a second time menaced by a 
submarine on September 2, but compelled her 
assailant to submerge. In Oedobor the Frentdi 
light cruisers had cscortorl a transport laden 
with supplies and munitions to Antiv'ari, and 
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GATTARO 


tho arniourod cruiser VViildeck-Housseau, vvhic li 
had accompanied them, narrowly cscape<l a 
torpedo discharged by an enemy submarine, 
while aeroplanes were <lropping bombs. 

Episodes of this kind were frecjuent when 
the French attem|jted to carry necessary 
vup])lies to tlie Allied f)orts. The new Dread- 
nought Jean Bart arrived, and was flying 
tho flag of the Adfuiralissimo when sh(‘ was 
struck by a tor[)C(io on December 21, but 
fortunately with damage which was easily 
re|)aired. An elTort to strike* at tlu* Austrian 
Fk‘et at I’ola was mad<‘ by the Kreiich suL'* 
marine Curie, but she was entangh‘d and cap- 
tured off the port on Dect'inber 24. From 
all this it will be seen how very anxious and 
hazardoTis was the work of th(^ French Xavy 
at the entrance to the A<lriatic'. It was in an 
i'literprise to carry help to Montenegro that the 
flcstroyer Dague was sunk by a miiu^ off 
Aiitivari on February 24, It) 15. The blockadt^ 
was of great value to the Allies because, though 
submarines occasionally passed through the 
guard, any important aetivnty on the part 
of tho Austro-Hungarian Fleet was rendered 
impossible. 

The most tragic event of the blockade w'as 
tho sinking of the Leon (lambetta. The 
cruiser had been rendering great service from 
the beginning. Her company were looking 
forward to a return to Toulon, where important 
work was required to fit the ship for further 
work at sea. An old French sea song has the 
refrain : “ C’est la qu’y eu aura,du vin dans les 
bidons ! ” But no ofHcer or man thought of 
e.scape from his duties. The Lf?on (lambetta 
W'as torpedoed on April 27, 191.5, by the Au.strian 
submarine U5, Lieutenf nt von Trapp, and in 
the resulting disaster (184 gallant officers and 
men were lost, out of a total complement of 


821. Not a single oflleer was among the sur- 
vivors. Th(*re luul ahvays been the possibility 
of the Aust ro-Hiingarinn squadron attempting 
to escape and join the (ioeben and Breslau at 
the (iolden Horn, with the (object of depriving 
the Kussiaus of their comiiumd of the Black 
Sea. At the particular dat(‘ of tlu^ disast(^r 
the watch ha<l been redoubltMl in vigilance 
because the transport of tn)ops for (hilli- 
poli was thcti in progress. Tlu* blockading 
line had be(*n brought as far south as possibli\ 
because of the submarine menact', and between 
Gape Santa !Maria di Leuca,. tla* heel of the 
Italian boot, and Gape Ducata, on an island off 
th'* coast of Albania, it had been divi(k*d into 
four sectors, each patrolbnl by light b)rct^s, 
with ail armoun‘d cruiser as leadi'i’. 

Tin* (iambetta, with her division, was [lostt'd 
nearest to the Italian shore, and she flew the 
flag of Kear-Admiral Senes, in command. Tla^ 
heavy winter weather was ov(*r, in which the 
seamen had given proof of gri*at hardihood and 
eiiduraiu‘e in a most arduous and exa(*ting task, 
uiul flat calms and spring mists had follow(Ml. 
The moon was almost at the full, and the (Jam- 
betta, which had be<*n steaming at 10 knots 
during the day, had reduced to 0 knots in order 
to «?conoiniz(^ coal. Except for the whalers, 
the boats had been swung inboard in order to 
widen the fiohl of lire of the anti-torpiMlo guns, 
at which the men slept. No one was surprised 
by what followed. The warnings had been 
many, and oflicers and men had learned to look 
death calmly in tho face. The danger was 
expected from the attack of destroyers, sub- 
marine.s not havdng as yet attcanpted to ofierati^ 
by night. At 20 minutes after midnight, 
however, a torpedo, discharged by an enemy 
submarine, .struck the (lambetta on tho ()ort 
.sifle, entering the dynamo compartment, which 
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y)ro(liK*e(l current for the electric light and the 
wireless service, and the cruiser was imiuediately 
plunged into darkness and cut off from com- 
miinicatif)!! with the C)utsido world. A few 
seconds later a second torpid lo penetrated one 
of the boiler rooms, and the engines stopped ; 
but the cruiser kept her way slowly until she 
sank sotne twenty minutes later. Captain 
Andre, on th^ bridge, where ho slept, gave 
onlors to fill tlie starboard eom])artments, in 
the hope of keeping the vessel upon an even 
keel. “He awaited death at his post of 
«*ommand, having given all necessary orders for 


men to reach the dock and endeavour to escape. 
One oflieer, y)ossessing great fortitude, stood uy) 
to his knees in water -for the cruiser w^as heeling 
:i() degrees to y^ort calmly lighting a cigar to 
insy^ire the men with calmness like liis own. 
Boats were launched, some were broken against 
the hull, killing some men, injurmg others. 
cMsting many into the water ; floating material 
was set adrift, and, with splcndkl order, the 
shiy/s coiny)any were bidden to save themselves 
if they could. “ Courage ! Nous mourrons 
ensemble ! ” cried the oflficors to those for whom 
flew was no hf)p(?. The Admiral, Captain and 



the safety of his cornymny.” Admiral 8enes, 
when he learned that the w'ireless could not 
make the S.O.S. signal, encouraged the men to 
(‘iidure and y)erscvere to the last. “ To the 
boats ! ” was the order. “ steafly, my 
children ! The boats are for you ; we oflicers 
will remain ! ” “ Nous autres, nous restons ! ’’ 

words, says Commandant Vedel, who has 
yjreserved them in his admirable little book 
Nos Marins d la Guerre „ w hich should be graven 
in letters of gold on the bri<lges of all French 
shifts of war, w ith the name of him w ho uttereil 
them. 

There w^as no y:>anic. Disciy)line w^as y>re- 
served. “ Light ! light ! “ was the only cry. 
'I'ho oHicers were e\'ery where encouraging and 
helyjing the men. The sick and wounded were 
brought uyj from the sick-bay. In the low^er 
flats ofliccrs with yDocket -torches w'ero enabling 


some oflicers were still clinging to the bridge, 
w- hence came the cry, “ Vive la France ! “ 
which was taken uyi by the men still on board, 
and by thosi^ in the st^a. Then tlu^ great eruis(‘r 
turned, anti w^erit dow^n by the head. Of th(^ 
137 survivors many were brought to land by 
the Italian destroyers Tmyiavido and Indomito. 
The conduct of t^very man of the sunken (*ruiser 
had been noble, and that of the oflicers mag- 
nificent. Not an officer lived to tell the talc. 
The story of the sea has few more lustrous 
eyiisodes than that of the sinking of the Leon 
Oambetta, and hay)y)ily the siu’vivors mad< 
their recortl of it. 

The Italian declaration of war. May 2.3, 11 ) 10 . 
brought the Italian Fleet into the war, and tin* 
French were relieved of the heavy blockade 
work which they had conducted so gallant 1> 
and well. For ten months the blockade had 



TIMES HISTORY 


THE WAR. 


ht'iCii iriued with iiuiiiy classes of vessels, 

wit II really reinarkH}>lt? eiiiliirane<‘. Al the 
time of the iiiterveotioii of Italy, A’iee-Admiral 
Uoiie de L’.{)(*yrere issut'd an (^rder of tlu' Day 
to the Kle(*t, eommeialing his ollict'rs for their 
tireless y*ea.l, energy and self-saeritiee displayed 
ill supporting him in “ the most arduous and 
thankless tasks which naval forces (‘ver lia/l to 
accomplish/' Thi' N’^icc'-Admiral resigned on 
grounds of ill-health in October, and was 
sureet^de l by Vic(»-Admiral Dartige du Fiairied, 
who had beim in <'ommand off lh(‘ Sviim 


lie pic*kt‘il iiis way to tht' mine Held and cut 
the cables of about 100 mines, wliieh ho 
destroyed. Fn‘iu*Ji submarines \\i*re, indeetl, 
brilliantly ent(‘rprising, and nnidered most 
valuable service' in many liazardons duties. 
The Frt'snel was sunk by^ an enemy llotilla off 
San (lie)vanni di Ah'dua, Di'cember o, 10 lo, and 
tlu' Mong(‘ near Dura///o on tlio 20th of the 
saiiu* month. SnbsiMiuent ly, Krench flotillas 
and na\'al at‘ro])l.iues were frt'qiu'ntly reported 
as engaged in active work in the Adriatic. 
'Fhe subniarin<> Foucault was conc(*rn(*d in 
s ilking an Austrian light cruiser in January, 



ADMIRAL DARTIGR DU FOURNET AND MIS STAFF. 


French forces continued to cooperate with 
the Italian Fleet, sharing in the di'lieate task 
of transporting an army to Albania, and in 
that wonderfully successful work, the w'ith- 
ilrawal of the Serbian Army’. Splendid tilings 
w'oro aeliieved by flying men and submarini* 
eomman«lers. Sub- Lu'utenant Uouillet, a 
French airman, dropped bombs on the Austrian 
submarine Fl| on July 1, 1015, one of them 
Inirsting near her conning tower, killing four 
men and w^ouniling otliers, bi'sidi's damaging the 
submarine herself. The dcstnyer Hisson sank, 
by gun-tire, on August 15, lOl."), the' Austrian 
submarine FJ, and the submaT-ine Papin 
torpedoed some enemy destroy’crs. The <*om- 
manding oflicer of the latter boat. Lieuti'iiaiit 
Cochin, carried out an enterprisi* of astouiKling 
hardihood which had perhaps liad no paiallel 
in the war. ' Tn cleixring an area of mines. 


1010, and was herself sunk, apparently by 
a<*roplane bombs, in the following Scptiuuber. 
The dc'stroy’er Renaudin was torpedoed and 
sunk by an Austrian sulimarint', February ItS, 
lOUi. On May 4, 1010, an Austrian destroyer 
was sunk by' the French submarine Ik'rnouilli. 

'The (‘Vents at the DardaiU'lIes and in tlu^ 
(iallipoli IN'innsula liavi* biH'ii desalt witli at 
J<‘ngth in s(‘V(*ra] piM'vious chapt(‘rs. It will 
suflici*, thcnJ’on*, to give lu're mer<‘ly'' such a 
brief sk(‘tch of tlu* course' of oijerations as will 
mak(‘ cl(*ar tlii^ share of the French Fl<M*t in 
them. 4'he relations of the* Allied Fh'cts at tla^ 
Dardani‘ll(‘s wt're intimate and satisfactory 
from the v(‘ry b(‘ginning, and Hritish and 
French olTieers w’orked tog(‘ther with the utmost 
confidence, cordiality and understanding. Vice- 
Admiral Sir Sackviilc Carden was in command. 
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THE BATTLESHIP SUFFREN. 


ancl tliat gallant and energetic officer, Rear- 
Adniiral Cu^pratte, with his flag in the SufTren, 
coininanded the French forces under his orders. 
As tlic Tenedos T'imes said : 

Arini**s on liuici, the Fleets at sea. 

What better alliance could there be ? 

We’ll lead the (jernian do^s a dance. 

Fnghmd for ever ! Vive la France ! 

After tile German cruisers had taken refuge 
in the Dardanelles, liritish shijis remained to 
establish a watching blockadt*, and on Hep- 
tt‘mber 20, 1914, they were joined by the 

French battleships Siiflren and V’erite. On 
the very night of the arrival (jf the fVencli ships 
the Allied stpiadron navigatetl in company 
without lights, and on the lu^xt day the ships 
taigaged in steam evolutions, maiueuvring in 
line and abreast, altering course together, and 
in other movements showing that th(» brother- 
hood of arms was already giving th(‘ desirable 
cohesion to the combined forces. .On N ivtMuber 
.H, Turkey having thrown in her lot w'th the 
CV>ntral I’owers, orders liad arrived to make a 
demonstration against tlie forts at the entrance 
to the Dardanelles. The Indefatigable and 
Indoinitaljle, followed by the Suffren and 
Verite, approached at 15 knots to witliin a range 
of about 13,000 yards, and shelled the defences, 
inflicting a gootl deal of tlamage, especially at 
Kum Kale, which was the target of the Suffren. 
I'ho object was understood to Vje to discover, by 
means of a practical test, the effective range of 
the Turkish forts. 

This warning to the Turks, however, set them 
at work, with the active advice aid assistance 
of their German masit'rs, in making good the 
damage done, preparing to mount new^ gunst 
providing mobile batteries, accumulating am- 
munition, digging trenches, and obtaining large 
quantities of mines in order to be ready to 


sow the waters with these engines. The 
winter crame on,, and in that region, visited 
frequently by violent gales and heavy seas, 
the task of the blockaders was of the most 
diflicult. Damage was sometimes suffered, 
making necessary the return of ships to their 
bases to undergo repair. The principal naval 
ba.se was . e.stablished at Vliidros, It was the 
practice for the ships to lie at single anchor at 
Tenedos liiiring dayliglit, with banked fires, and 
to patrol at night upon appointed sectors of 
the sea outside the entrance to the Dardanelles. 
No lights were carried by the ships, and the 
need of very cautious navigation^ made it an 
anxious time for their captains and navigators. 
In the French sliips it was the practice to post 
an observer, jirovided with a good night glass, 
on uwh bow' and each quarter of the vessel. 
Fach of tlu'se observers was responsible for 
w^atching the sea in the sector comprised 
betwf^en two lines extended from the ship as a 
centre to the two (extremities of a quadrant of 
the circle. In this w^ay the whole sea was under 
observation, and the watchers were instruct(Hi 
to report anything that might betoken the 
existence of any vessel or floating buoy or other 
object, and especially anything that might 
appear in the way of a periscope or air bubbles, 
indicating the presence of a submarine. Men 
lay by the sc^archlights and guns ready for anj 
emergency or alann. 

The weary work of watching during the 
winter, in a period of intermittent roaring gales 
and flat ca'ms, was marked by no mishaps. 
Commandant Vedel has preserved an e.xtract 
from a letter or journal of Sub-Lieutenant 
Coindreau, who was in the Frcinch flagship, 
throwing light upon the winter work. “ Our 
sole diversion was to visit 8igri in the island of 
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Mityleno, the Lesbos of the Ancients, for coal. 
While a collier transfc^rred to ns as quickly jxs 
})OssibIe supplies for our Vjunkers, we eagerly 
scanned the little liouses of a village on the 
coast through a cloud of iinpialpable dust 
which invatled everywhere on board and raised 
a veil betwc'en us and the la^nd. With the aid 
of a glass we could sec children playing befort< 
the doors, which was a s< rt of consolation tc) \is 
who never left the ship, showing us tliat not 
all the joy of life was banished from the vvorhl. 
And when a local vessel, entering the pf»rt 
or leaving it, slid easily thnnigh the oily s<*a, 
tlie quiet of her iiioveinents contrast (^d with tlc^ 
fever of our own reminded us that the evil 
dream of war would yet have its end.’* 

The causes which led to one of the most 
disastrous series of events in our naval and 
military liistory hav’e no place here. 'J’lie 
decisions were taken in London, and the French 
agreed to and loyally acquiesee<l in them, and 
were eager to participate in all the operations 
ne(*essary for the c^xeeution of them. The 
scheme was first propoundcMl in November, 
1014, and the War (VDuricil decidtHl on January 
13, 1915, that the Admiralty sla.nild ])r<^pare 
for a naval expe<lition in the following month 


“ to bombard and take .the Oallipoli Peninsula, 
with Constantinople as its objective.” M. 
Augagneur, Minister of Marine, Jescribed the 
plans as ” (inidcnt et pn'wn)yant.'’ The results 
were the bombardment of the outer forts on 
February 19 tc) 25, followed by the great naval 
a-ttaek on Miireh 18. Several successive opera- 
tions were intended, leading up to the decisive 
operation against Constantinople. Hie forts 
on the sea-front were first to be destroyed. 
Mine-swf'opers were then to clear the entrance 
channel. Next the inner forts were to be 
silenced, and thi'ii flit' Kilid Bahr a.nd Chanak 
Forts at tin* Narrows were to bi‘ pulverized. 
4'hcn the Allied Fleet w'ould proceed into th(^ 
Sea of ^Marmora. How far this programme was 
carried out, and w'lu‘re it was arrested, has 
been told in previous ehafjters. The British 
fleet had been inereiis(‘d to a strength of eighteen 
ships of the liiu% inclndiiu: the Queen Flizabeth, 
Inflexibh*, Lord Nc'lson. and Agamemnon. 
43ic French scpiadroii now eonsist(*d of the 
SulYrcn (flag), Bouvet, (Jaulois, and ('harle- 
magiMS all mount ing 1 2-in. guns as t hi*ir h<»aviest 
armanuait. The dt‘<^p water port of Trebouki, 
in the north of tlie island of Skyros, was at 
times the an(*hora.g(‘. 
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Tn thv homhiirdiueiit February li) the 
Siiffren, at a ra-ii^e of alioiit 10,000 yards, 
knocked out three of the fcjiir bijj; jruiis at Iviini 
Kal<‘, the eff(H*t of her fire being observed and 
reported by the Bouvet, which took u]> a 
position some 0,000 yards (»ast of Capo Holies. 
TIui Suffren tla^n sup|)orl(‘d the \'t‘nireaiic<‘ 
})y pouring a most destructive lire on Fort 
Krtogroul, one of tlie d(*feiic(*s on Cap*' Hellos. 
On the iK'xt <lay Admiral D*' Rob(‘ck, on board 
th<‘ Tnflexibh', cordially thanke<l (%iptain ch‘ 
Marg nTye hir his gallant and <‘ff<'ctive inter- 



ADMIRALS GU^:PRATTE AND FOURNIER, 
volition. Had weatlua* interl'ere<l with th<* 
operations, which w<*re not r<\siimed until 
February 2o. Wfani Admiral Canlen ha<l 
explained his plan to Admiral (fuepratt**, tla* 
latt<‘r had asked to liave th(‘ lioiiour of leading 
the attack, but Admiral De Robeek was s<'ni<»r. 
and claimed th<^ j>rivilege t\>r liimself. The 
French (^aulois was in the first attack on that 
<late, supporting the action of the Agamemnon 
in bombarding Jvum l\ale and the forts at 
Caj)e Helles, and in the sc^cond advance th<‘ 
Suffren and (diarlemagne and th*' Vengcanc*' 
and (-V)rnwallis advanc(‘d in pairs to attac*k 
the entranc*> forts. 'Die Krcaich flagship 
approached to within about I,()()0 yards of thf* 
lino of anchored mines bcf)rt^ turning. Hy 
this tremeiulous bombardnaait tlie outt^r gate 
of the Dardanelles wa,s broken down. 

The Fr<‘ncti luul a full share in the second 
phase of the operations tlie perilous work of 
iiiine-sweeping. Intimate as was their co- 
operation with the British naval forces, it was 


a point of Jionoiir with them to provide every- 
thing that was necessary for their own share 
in the operations. Their destroyers and suo- 
marines were? with tlie fleet. They woro 
asst alibiing a great number of trawlers, coast- 
ing vessels, yachts, tugs, tankers, repair ships, 
hosjiital ships, fishing vessels from Arcacdion, 
Monaco, and other ports, boats of every kind, 
seaplanes for discovering mines, etc. - Charnie, 
(loliatli, Henriette, Marseillais, l\aipe(^ JVo- 
vc'uee, Rateau, Pioeho, Herse, Chambon, C'a- 
niargue, and very many others. 'Fhe old salts 
of the Fnaieh fisheries were as splendid fellows 
as the men in the British mine-swec^pers. 
'They earrit'd their lives in tlu'ir hands in their 
clangorous work, which they eondueted with 
the iitiiiost eoohie.ss, often under fire, and 
menaced by (fermaii aeroplanes, which frt'- 
<|ueutly droppt'd bombs about them. Tla^ 
work liecame so perilous that ultimately it 
could only be conducted at night. The mine- 
su<'('pers th('u usually entc'red the Straits at 
about 1 1 o'clock escorted by ilcstroyers, being 
abh‘. to keep a speed of ordy about three knots 
against the eurrout. 'I'lu^ Turkish search- 
lights were always endeavouring to dis.aiver 
tluan, and sometinu^s did, hut thc^ damag*^ 
iiifthded was iiieonsiderable, and the mine- 
sweeping work was succt'ssful. During the day 
the battleshijis kept the wlioh^ s[)ace which 
had bcHni swept by the trawlers und(*r the tire 
of their guns, and (^very sus[)eeted craft ventur- 
ing from the shore was immediately srirroundotl 
hy tlu» splashing of shells. But th<^ task of llu^ 
miiu^-sweepers was, nevertheless, like that of 
Sisyphus, for the Turks and ( Jermans wero 
still able to yilant now engiiuis in tlu'ir mint*- 
li ‘Ids, and they (‘onstantly set adrift floating 
mines of the most formidable ehara.t;t(‘r on tlar 
<*urreut, which is always flowing down through 
the l^ardaiii'lles to the Aegean. The work of 
the iiiiiH?-.swtM*p<'rs, therefore, was eontinuous, 
whenever practicalile at night, throughout the 
whohi of these opca’atioiis, and light cruisers 
and oth(‘r \'**sst*ls wt‘re always supporting th(*m, 
whih' ac*roplanes flying low eiideavourtHl to 
discover 1lu‘ir <|uaiTy for them by day. The 
Frc*neh mine-sweepers, tJiough often the tar- 
gets b)!* the shore' guns, and *>ii oii*^ or mon^ 
o(H*asions attaek<‘d hy torpedoes from the fixed 
stiitions at Suau Diu’e and elsmvlK're, 'were, 
on the whole, mon^ fortunate than our own. 
Th(‘ C'amargiK' and (Uiambon "were both hit, 
and men were wounded on board, but they 
retiirnetl safely to their base. 
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INTBKIOK OF A FKENCH SUBMARINE. 
The Commander is at the periscope, the men are 
at their posts. 

In the smaller picture the air-tube is seen overhead, 
and in the centre the breech of a torpedo-tube. 

Froiifli siibinariiK^s also onujagofl iti tho work 
ai^ioiig tho onoiny’s iniiioliolds and fount 1 many 
opportunities f6r tlistiiietion. Tht‘y went in 
to look out for possible mine-layers, and also 
to observe ainl report on the position of tla^ 
shore guns. For the latter purpos<\ having 
penetrated the danger zone, t lu*y W(»re aeeus- 
tomed to navigate submerged, attracting lire* 
by the visible wash caused by their periseopt^s, 
and thus they were able to observe the positions 
of tho batterieis. One of them, the Coulomb, 
had a remarkable adventure, and narrowly 
escaped destruction, and a sister boat, the 
•Joule, was sunk. 13oth belonged to a class of 
subma ine 5 built at CMierbourg, Rochefort, 


were' also lost' in llu' Dardanelh's o]M*ra.t ions. 

The galhint action J>f the (Nailoinb, under 
command of Lieutc'na.nt Delegue, occurred on 
^larch 15, three days Ix'tVin* the gn^af attack in 
wiiich the hat th'ship l»ou\t*t was sunk. It wes 
a case of a mine hi'ing tow(‘d, ciiught out ot e, 
tangled iniiu^tif'ld, and it. a-nt icipat (*d a like 
episode' in t h(' aeb t'nt urous and successful <*ruise 
of the Jh'itish .Fd 1 , Lieut. ( 'ommandi'r AT. hk 
Nasmith, w laai that- submariia^ eaiten'd Con- 
stantinople' harbour in the' following June* and 
returne'd carrying an enemy mine' for a. elista-ne!i‘ 
eif <*le\ e'n niile*s. 

JJie* CouleanI) e>n tin* oe'ca-sion refe'rre'el te) 
re*ae'heel the* entrane-e at daybre*ak, as th<^ mine*- 
swe'cpe'rs we're e'.eaning out afte'r tln'ir nights 
weirk. She* navigate'el eai the* surlace* until 
abreast of Fski llissarlik point on the Kure)pean 
side, where she submerge*el. Thene*e he_^r course? 
took lu*r past the White? (Jilts anel almost into 
Kephez Bay on the opj)osite slie)re. No sus- 
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picious vessel was sighted, and the Coulomb 
then returned for a certain distance on her 
eourse. She had been imder a hail of fire, the 
Turkish gunners having observed the wash of 
her periscope, and rifle bullets had been 
hammering frequently on lier conning tower 
and sides. She had withdrawn her periscope, 
and when she turned again to go up the Straits 
she used it only at intervals. Once more she 
approached Ke|>hez, and then, having attained 
her purpose of locating the position of the 


a strange and terrible situation, but the com- 
manding officer was cool and collected.. In the 
hope of disembarrassing himself he came to the 
surface, but no sooner had he done so than an 
enemy aeroplane, which had come from Suan 
Dere, made a nose dive towards him and began 
to drop bombs. He had no choice but to sub- 
merge, and in that position went slowly orn 
Then he came to the surface again, only to find 
himself in the near neighbourhood of a Turkish 
destroyer, wdiich, having seen what had 





A FRENCH SUBMARINE. 


[French official photograph. 


shore guns, altered course to return to her base 
at Rabbit Island, but, as she did so, those on 
board felt a sudden shock and the submarin€> 
began to swing round. Then blows were heard 
against the hull, and the lever actuating the 
sul>merging planes became very diflieult to 
work. Lieut. Delegue tried in v^ain to go at 
speed ahead, and j)rogress was very slow. The 
striking of some object at the liull of the sub- 
marine continued, and then, as the chronicler 
has recorded, all those in the submarine 
realized that Death himself was knocking at 
the wall. The cable of a mine had hooked in one 
of the forward hydroplanes, and the mine 
itself was bmnping against the shell of the boat. 
The question was whether the infernal machine 
would explode at tliis blow or the next. It was 


happened, had come out in the hope of giving 
the coup de grdee to the submarine. Lieut. 
Delegue was too (piick for him, and plunged 
once more, aftc^r which he progressed slowly 
towards the mouth of the Strait, using his 
periscope only when it was absolutely necessary, 
until at last he got out of the danger zone. 

It was an extraordinary and providential 
thing that the bumping mine, with the strangn 
eccentricity which sometimes characterizt's 
such destructive engines, did not explode, and 
when the submarine finally emerged, those on 
board had the joy of seeing the infernal 
mechanism, at last disengaged, float away. 
They distinctly saw the mine with its cable and 
anchor gear, which they had carried along witli 
them from the Straits. A patrolling vessel also 
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observed the mine, and exploded it by gun-fire. 
The submarine had had a remarkably narrow 
escape. 

The four submarines lost by the French at 
the Dardanelles and in the Sea of Marmora 
were the Joule, Mariotte, Saphir, and Tur- 
quoise. Three of them met with misfortune 
in later months, after the great naval 
attack in March, but it will be conv^enient 
0 to record and describe the incidtmts here, 
before leaving the subject of the gallant 


company, of whom not an officer nor a man 
survived. 

The Joule was commanded by J^ieut. Aubert 
Dupotit-ThouaTs de Saint-Oeorges, a member 
of a very distinguished French naval family. 
He was the cousin of a brilliant officer of the 
same name in the French Navy, who w as second 
in command of the flagship 8 ufFren at the 
Dardanelles ; his uncle w^as the Admiral J)u- 
petit-Thouars wlio left a name famous in the 
Pacific ; to his grand-uncle Franct' owed the' 



\Fri'iu'h official photograph. 

MARINES DRAWN UP ON THE AFTER-DECK OF THE ‘ WALDECK-ROUSSEAU,*' 

Beneath the 7‘6 inch Guns. 


•deeds of the French submarines. T.<ike the 
British Fll, FI 4, E15, arid other submarines, 
they were endeavouring to interfere with the 
'Turkish transports carrying troops to the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. On May 1 the Joule, which 
had left Mudros in the early morning, was 
engaged in this duty at the Narrows. She had 
been seen to submerge, btit was not setm again. 
The Australian submarine AE2 was sunk at the 
same time. An intercepted Turkish wireless 
message stated that an unknown submarine 
had fouled a mine, and been blown u|i off 
Ohanak. Afterwards the Agamemnon picked 
up the air-chamber of a torpedo which had 
belonged to the Joule, and there could no longer 
-be any doubt as to her fate or that of her gallant 


possession of Tahit i ; his great grand-uncle was 
the famous (captain of the* T<mnant at tlu^ Nil<N 
tlni brave Oiq^etit-^'houars wdio had his foot 
shot off and his leg bn^ken, and is stated to have 
had himself placed on a barrel that he might 
die at tlie post of honour, in the spirit of our 
ow’ii redoubtable I^enbow, and of VV'iddrington, 
too, who “ wh<»n his legs w’ert» smitten off, ho 
fought upon his stumps.” The brilliant young 
ofticer who perished in the Joule w'as worthy of 
all the oHic "rs of his great name. 

The submarine Mariotte, a v^essel of 015 
tons Hubmorgod, which harl been very capably 
handled, was sunk by 'Purkish fire, July 20, 
1915, in th(^ Dardanelles. The Turquoise, 
which, like several British submarines, peno- 
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tratofl to the Sea of Marmora, hatl tlif* mis- 
fortune to go aslion' near tJallipoli, wiu're 
she was overpowered and eaptured on Novem- 
lier 3 by the Turks, who renanu'd lier Alimed. 
The ineidcjiit took plae<* too far up tlie Straits 
to make it possible for (‘uterprising nuai to save 
her from this fat(\ as v\ as don(‘ in tlu* etise of thi^ 
Hritish sulanarine 1015, wh(‘n she strandetl nc'ar 
Kepliez point-. Tlu* Sa])liir was lost iit a.u 
earlier date*, in January. 

'riie gnnit attaek on the forts at the'. Nrarre)ws 
eai March 18 has he'cn elt'seriheel in a pnwious 
cliaptt*r, auel here* it is ne*e*essary only te) re*late> 
tlie? o}jeratie.)ns of the French sc|uadre)n, form(*el 
of tlie* Suffre'u (Captain ele Marguerye*), (i!aule)is 



CAPT. BIARD OF THE “GAULOIS.” 

(Capt.iin Binrd), Charle'inagne (Captain hagre- 
ille*), a.nd He)uve‘t (Captain Kage*ot ele LaTeaiche*), 
whie*h was most gallantly le'd inte) actieai by 
Admiral ( bie'*| *ratt(*, \\he>m British e»tfie'e*rs b(*gaii 
te> call the^ “ Fire'-IOate*!*.'' \\ hen the* Britisli 
ships hael pe>ur«Ml thrir ele*slrue*tive^ fire* eai tlu* 
fe)rts, c ausing a te*rrific e*x|)losioii in Fort I lamielie*h 
on the Asiatic sidr, ajul setting tlie villager ejf 
Chaiiak in name*s. it was thought that such 
damagtr had be't‘u intlie*te*d on tlu* forts that the* 
oldc'r ships e'ouM engage*. Accorelingly the 
French scpiadron was ordcired to take u]) a 


position abe)ut 4.000 yards in advance of the 
Britich ships, and tej attach thc^ fe:)rts on both 
side's e)f tlie Narrows. The Suffren anel Bouvet 
came within about 4,000 yards of Feirt Darelanus 
on the^ Asiatic siele, anel within about 2,000 
yards of the' White Cliffs, whe’irc’* many howit/.c'rs 
wc'rc^ in i^osifiot'. AH the forts and batte^ric's 



THE BATTLESHIP ‘‘ GAIJLOIS.^' 


on this side we‘rc* firing. The (Jaule)is and 
Suffrc'n k(*j)t at about thc! same* distance* from 
the* shorci on the* Furopc*an side*, whe‘i-e* thew' 
we*re‘ undc'r the* fire* eit the* batte*rie‘s at Suan 
1 )c'rc'. 

Admiral ( Jiit'‘pratte* re‘pe>rt(‘d that all the* Turki?^li 
guns w(*re well s(‘rve‘d, and that the* mobit* 
b:itte*rie‘s w‘*re* numerous anel c*onci*ale'el in tin- 
folils of the* gTe)nnd, and e)fte*n e*hang('el the‘ir 
pe)sitie)ns. The* Fre*ne h ships w e‘i e* almeisl a I 
point l)lank range* fre)m the*s<* guns, but ha<l little* 
time te) attc'iiei to the'in, bcMiig e*ngage*el in she*llira: 
he*avily the^ forts at thc^ Narrows. The four 
ships suffc*re*d a ge)e>el dc'af frenn thc* intc'nse* tiic 
of ti e c*nc*my. h-h bic'n !" said the* Aelmiral. 
“ j’ai rc'ssc'iiti unc^ vive* el le*gitime* sat isfac-tion 
a c*onstate‘r (ju'c*n ele'*pil dc* vicissitude's xarie'e s. 
auc*un ele* nos batime*nts ne se)ngc*ait a re*e'ul(‘f 
crime* se*me*)le‘.’ 'Flu'y we*re* c*ompe‘lle*d to rc'inaiii 
aJmost stoppl'd in ordc'r to fire^ e*rfe*cl i\'e 1 y at 
the* fe»rts, mox’ing little^ more* than uneler tlu 
influ<*ne*<' of thc* curre*nt. 

Sc'i-ious injuries wc'rcr sulTc'rc'd by the* Caulois, 
Bou\’c*t , and Sullre'ii, but tlu'V maintaiiu'd t licit 
tire* with (lie utrneest inte*nsit\\ In the*. Bouve t 
when tire' was tii*st. ope*fie*d, the* ])n('umati< 
ap[)arat us tor elriving out the* dc^!e*t(*rious gase's oi 
tlm she'lls in the leirward 12-inc*h turre*t failc*d to 
act, anel all the* me'ii in the turret wc'o 
asphyxiated. But the tire of all the shijis wh 
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until, after about an hour au<l a 
Jiair.s slu'llinp: of tlu^ Turkish positions, th<‘ 
Fr(Miehs(|ua« Inai was ordtavd by tlad 'ouiinander- 
in-('hief to witlidraw. (hillant ( a[)tain Ka^eot 
de Lia T\>ueh(^ in tlie lh>uvt*t could not w illin^lv 
n^sijjjn hinis(‘U’ to lea\ e tin* sc(‘ue of a.i*tion, whrie 
lie \\as posted nearest to tht* fhanak fo^t^•., 
and Admiral ( Juepratte had to si^ital to iiim a 
s(s'ond time to n*tin‘. ib* seems, like* X(‘lson 
to liave wished to turn a blind e\(‘ to the sijznal 
will'll it was first hoisted in tin* Ki'eneh flagship. 
Th(*n he turned to follow in the wake of the 
Suffren, arah as lie did so, a drift inu; mine 
struik his ship and tore a luile in lu'r starboard 
sidi'. In less than a minute the doomi'd \essel 
listiMl hea\'ily to starboard, oni' of her tl'd ini h 
^un turrets bri'akiu^^' away and rollinii into the 
s(‘a. In an ineredibly short sfiaei* of time she 
disappeared, earryinjj: with hi'r a. L»allant and 
d('\-ot('d eompany of 21) oflieers an<l hSO men. 
Of t hi'si* only 71 were sa\ ed, ineludin^ fix e 
youn^ ohiei'rs. Tlu' sinkinj:^ of the Houxet was 
a. sxxift and teri’ible lra,”<(ly, but disi'ipline 
prexviiled to tin* last. 'I'he ^jjallant ea|)tain and 


xxas xvhen somi' surxix^ors of the Houxi't xveri* 
brought to him on board tlu* Sutfren. ^VinonLi: 
them x\as one man x\ ho xxas so oxerjoyerl at 
finding/ himself alixc thai he exelaimi'd ; “ ^Nfa 

loi, Amiral, j'aui'ais eru qu'une mine e'etait 
plus terribk' ipie ea ! ” 

'I’he fiauship SulTri'ii xxas hit ti'ii times by shell 
lire xxithin fourteen minutes, and, a^ slu* turned 
to change positions xxitli the laaixet, a D l- inch 
projectile passi'd clean thronjih one of hi'i* <)'4 
inch tui'rets, and exploded in a easemati*, killing 
a dozen men and settini*; fin* to that pjirt of the 
ship, '.rile liri' xx as «‘\t inenished, but thi' majjra- 
y.ine xxonld haxe bloxxii up but for the presi'uee 
of mind of one of t hi* xx ari ant oflieers xx ho floodeil 
it. 'I'he (Janlois, on the I*]nropean ^ide of the 
Stn’.its, xxas most sia inuslx injiii’i'd lieloxx' xxa.t<‘r 
bx' the fire of one of thi* forts, and xxater entered 
in such ijuantitii's that the pumps could haj'dix' 
cope xxith the danger. Captain Hiai-tl, xx ho 
handled liis shij) xx it h eonsummati' skill, sa-xx' his 
danjjier, ])ut di'clined help, and disdained tosi'i'k 
safety by running tlm xessi*! on the (hillipoli 
short', XX Ill'll' he xx ould hax e dishonoureil liimself 



THE END OF THE “BOUVET,^' 

On the left of the picture is the “ Suffren,” and on the extreme right the “ Lord Nelson/’ 

both approaching the sinking ship. 


all tlie senior oflieers ])erished, and the fexx' sur- 
vix'ors xvere rescued by the floats of the sipiadron, 
many of them by the J^ritish battlesliip Prince 
Oeorge. Tt is stated that tlie I'lirks eoneent rated 
firii on the rescuing l.ioats. Admiral Cuepratte, 
ill deseribinp: the disaster, said that in the most 
tremendous events there are sometimes xxnrds 
which will bring a smile to the lips, and so it 


and his flag. Instead, accepting tlie risk, he held 
Ixildly on in the hope of reaching Drepano, 
for to run to 'renedos would hax i* been impossible, 
’rile ship xxas going doxvn by the boxxs, and her 
])rogre.ss could not but be sioxx. yet ex^i'rything 
xxas disciplined and in order. Wlien Admiral 
(luepratte xxent on board, the liaxx si'-holi's xxere 
already under xvater, but the bugles rang out 




THE “GAULOIS” AT THE DARDANELLES. 



‘UVM 3HX dO AUOISIH SdWIJj dUl 


93 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE 


57 



THE BATTLESHIP “BOUVET.” 
Sunk in the Dardanelles March 18, 1915. 


5111(1 th(‘ i^uanl was moimtc'd witli navnl pivcision 
to r(‘coi\'i‘ him. 13y skilful handling, and by th(' 
liappy fortune wliicli att(‘nded tlio good soamaii 
M'lio Wiis hor rajitain, th(' ship was sah'ly bfm.cli(“d 
oil Rabbity Island, M’h<*r<^ sh(‘ was t(‘mj)(.)rarily 
H'pairvd. Of tho four FrcMich ships which 
sliiired in this gallant action, th(‘ CharlcmagiK' 
{(’a])tain Lagrcsillc), though she had fought ns 
brilliantly as tlu^ others, was the only oik* that 
re(‘eiv(*d little injury from the taiemy's tire. 

flow the British ships suffered which went 
in to relieve the Fn’neh is well known. The 
Oc’ean and frn’sistible w(*re both sunk by mines, 
iUid the Inflexible was st^riously injured both 
by she'll fire and by mine. The naval attack 
w as not resumed, but to both I lie allif'd s(juad- 
rons ships were mlded to replace those which 
wi re lost or required repair. '^Phe Suffren and 
(Jaulois })roce('d(xl to Toulon, and tlit' Oharlc- 
magne, with six destroyers, and tlie submarines 
Kariulay and Le X'erricr alone remained. The 
old battleship Jauroguiberry very soon a-rriv('d, 
becoming the flagshij) of Admiral (liu'qiratte, 
aeeompanic'd by the coast -defence* ship Henri 
Quatre. Then in April came the destroyer 
Trident, five torjiedo boats, and two submarines, 
followed liy the armoun*d cruisers .Jeanne d'Are 
and laitouche-Trcivulle. The battleship Saint 
l..<^)uis, and the Suffren, re]>aired and rc'fitted, 
arrived in May. The great harbour of Mudros 
becanu* filled with sliipping of every class and 
variety. The first French battalions began to 


arrive from Alexandria {dxmf April 17, and by 
the 2.5th the French laid assembled 1.5,000 men, 
w ith 02 guns. Ihjt to ncount the gallant story 
of th<‘ disembarcat ion Jind tlu* tremendous 
fighting, in which thc'sf* troops took a gn*at 
share*, is not intendt'd hen*, nor to r(*lat(* the 
story of the withdrawal. 

Th<* pjirt playi'd by the* Frc'nch warships 
must not, however, be* omitted in this n'cord. 
TIk* British landing force* left Mudros on tht* 
afternoon of April 25. 'PIk* Frt'ueh w(*re to 
mak(* ,‘i diversion by disembarking at Kum 
Kale, with the [)urpos(' of deceiving tla^ Turks 
into the belief tlwit an iwh'ancc in str(*ngth 
might b(* made upon t lu* Clianak position. But 
the operation was not inti'uded to lx* puslx'd 
far, and only 2.S0t) men wen* put on shore, w'ith 
a ba.tt(‘ry of 75^. 'Pix* transport work rest(*d 
with the Navy. 'Flu* troojis left Mudros at 
about' 10 p.m. on th(* 2.5th m fivt* sJiips, a.(rcom- 
panied liy a hospitiil shi]), and wen* (*scorted by 
tlx* .Jaun'guiberry, flagship, t he Russian cruis(*r 
Askdld, tlx* old “coast d(*f(*nc(‘ ” sliij) H(*nri 
C^iuitre, tlx* armoured cruiser .J<*anix* d'Are and 
some destroy^'is, wdiile tlx* {iuxiliari(*s Prov(*nce 
and Lorraine made* a f(*int in Ik‘sika Ihiy. M'he 
battc*ri(*s on shon* w(*n' h(*avily she*ll(Hl hy the 
shi[»s, and the troops wore successfully landed, 
exc(*pt that oix* boat full of men was sunk and 
tlxMueii kilk'd or drow ned by one* of tlxOiat teries 
<‘r(' they could strike a lilow. "Plx* disembarca- 
tion was eom})lc*t(*d by the aft(*rnoon, and the 
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men entrenched thoiiiselveH, after hot fighting, 
in which the warships snp[)orted them by well- 
directed fire. At daybreak on the next morning 
the ships again shelled all the Turkish positions, 
those on b^)th sides of the Mendere River and 
on tlie heiMiland, but the balt(‘ries were not 
silenced, and the Jeanne d’Are suffered some 
injury. On shore tlu‘ troops were menaecHl by 
increasing forces, t h(‘ situation was not en- 
(!ouraging, a-Tid the object of tlie expedition 
having been acliieved as far as was |)ossible> 
they were r(‘-embark('d b(*fore the dawn. 


to Ney from Tordesillas : “Si vous ontondiez 
le feu demain matin, il faiidrait marcher droit 
sur le feu.” .fust in that spirit did Captain 
Dumesnil of the Latouchc-Tr^ville steam into 
the Dardanelles, and Admiral Guopratte ap- 
])lauded liis havdng acted without orders in 
coming to the aid of the troops. 

The little cruiser — she displaced only 4,70b 
tons, dated from 1 802. and had been “scrapped” 
by some compilers of lists of “ effective ” ships — 
was destined to do very useful work and to gain 
gn^at renown at the Dardanelles. The main 



GUNNERS OF THE 

On the night of this landing the cruiser 
Latouche-Treville joined the Fleet. She hiid 
left Alexandria, and as she approached Lemnos 
in the afternoon had heard the guns at the 
Dardanelles at a distance of over 00 miles. 
Arriving at Mudros she found the great harbour 
empty of its vast array of transports and 
auxiliaries, and without a moment’s hesitation 
her commander decided to steam to the sound 
of the giins. Marchez au canon ! ” had been 
an old instruction of the French army. Napo- 
leon described it as a first ])rinciple of war to go 
to the assistance c»f troops attacked if then' were 
any doubt of their success. He enforced the 
<luty of marching tt) the sound of the guns upon 
Generals Nansouty, d’Hautpoul and Klein in 
October, 1800, and in December, 1808, he wrote 


“ jaur6guiberry.’’ 

body of the French expeditionary fon^e had 
assembled at Tenedos, being there joined by the 
troops returned from Kum Kale, and the dis- 
ombarcxation on the Gallipoli co^st, within the 
Straits, w^as effected on April 27 and subse(|ucnt 
days. The operation included the putting on 
shore of a considerable army, wdth guns, 
ammunition, horses, mules, camping material, 
drinking water and an immense volume ol 
stores, and it w^as accomplished by the boat^ 
and means furnished by the French Nav\. 
The work was exceedingly arduous, for the 
beaches w'cre often sw^ept by enemy fire, and 
the army, having been landed, had to he 
reinforced, supplied with munitions, and fed 
and w'atered. The skill and endurance of the 
Frencli seamen w ere taxed to a high degree. 
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[I'rcnch official phofograpl^. 

THE OLD ARMOURED CRUISER “ LATOUGHE-TRff.VILLE ” AT THE PIRAiUS. 


Tlu' Turks made fierce a-isaults on (lie posi- 
tions the troops had occupied, wliicli ('xtcruk'd 
from Sedd-ol-Hahr, round IMorto Ihiy, and to 
the Kerovx's J)ere ravine on the north side of 
Eski Tlissarlik. So sustained and threatening 
l^ecame the attacks ttiat Ooneral d'Ainadc' 
applied to Admiral (hiepratte for the landing 
of a naval brigade to su])]jort the troops, who 
had then been fighting for six days and six 
nights, and were almost exiiausted. Tin* 
division of C(*neral Bailloud was daily expected 
to arriv^e, and meanwhile the lu'txl of help was 
pressing. I>ar^e parties of officers and iru*n 
w^ho w’ould be reupiirc'd to form the naval hinding 
party were at the time engaged as workiinr 
parties ashore, bnt they were recalled, equifitjetl 
and landed, aireompanied by some small guns. 
It w^as necessary also to keep uruk'r intense 
fire the slope of Jvereves Dere, where the Turks 
were attempting to drive the Erench out of 
their linos. 

The situation became very menacing, and 
the Latoiiche-Treville, wdii(;h carried two 
7*0 in., six 5*5 in. and some smaller guns, was 
chosen to execute this duty, which involved 
considerable risk. The guns of Achi-Haba 
soon made her a target, and it was only by 
skilful seamanship in keej^ing under way that 
she could hope to confuse the aim of the 
gunners on that eommanding position. At 
night the plucky little cruiser anchored for a 
time about 2,000 yards from the shore, kept 
the whole ravine illuminated wdth her search- 
lights, so that the greatly fatigued French 
troops could not bo taken by surprise, and 
systematically shelled the Turkish positions. 
By skilful handling she suffered little damage. 


It w’as a critical tinu*, and (lian'ra.! d'Amade 
warmly thanked the French Admiral for the 
pre<*ious h(*lp of the brigade^ land(d in tiu* 
emergency, and for tlu* very (*fiectiv(‘ and 
courageous service of the Latou<*he-Treville, 
which had pri‘vent(‘d tin* Turks from attaerking 
with the vigour they ha.d prc'viously dis|;)layed. 
Fpon her support, he said, hc' continued to 
dc*])end, as guard of th(‘ Fnaich right flank, raid 
indeed <if the flank of th(‘ Allied armies. 

This service was of the utmost import ance*. 
but the Latouehe-Treville ro(|uired frc\sh sup- 
plies of ammunition and some slight n*pairs. 
Admiral (}ue[)ralte decided, thertdon*, to ent(‘r 
the Straits in his own flagshi]), th<^ Jauiv- 
guiberry. She soon came under the fin' of th(‘ 
Achi-Baba l>atteri<*s, while lier i»wn smalk'r 
guns continued to shell the Turkish positifins 
in the ravine'. One larger shell struck the 
after part of the flagship, passed through 
the Admiral’s cabin, broke u|) much of the 
furniture and gilt work, shattered a portrait of 
Admiral JaureguibcTry which hung there, 
scattered Admiral ( lucfirat t e’s papers in gn'ut 
confusion, and exploded on the lower d('ck. 
The Admiral liimself had a narrow escaj>e. 
Commandant Vedel has ])r('served the story. 
Jaeutenant Delegue, the same cool and capable 
oflicer w ho had had the ext raordinary ex])erienc(^ 
ill the submarine Coulomb, which is related 
above, was now serving in the Jaureguiberry^ 
and said of Admiral Ouepratte : “ Pas un mot, 
pas un geste chez cet homme tpii ne sait cc* 
que e’est que la peur, ni ir*eme quo I’ajifire- 
hension.” British ofTicers did not forget, when 
they lu'ard of the French Admiral’s gallantry, 
tluvt when tlie Atlantic Fleet visited Brest in 
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1905 to cement the Anglo-French Entente, a 
ball was given on July 11 in honour of the 
visitors on board the historic and now famous 
old battleship Jaureguiberry. 

Until the close of the Dardanelles operations 
one or other of the French battleships or 
cruisers was always supporting, with effective 
fire, the operations of the troops on shore. 
One broadside usually enfiladed the enemy’s 
positions at Kereves Dere, while the other 
shelled the batteri^'s on the Asiatic side. Ti 
was a most dangercLiS duty, and the British 
Navy came to the assistance of tlie French. 
While engaged in this work, just inside the 
straits, the battleship Goliath was torpedoed 
and sunk by the Turkish destroyer, Muavenet- 
i -Millet, commanded by a German officer, on 
Mcy 12. Tlie chief trial of the French ships 
was to withstand the destructive howitzer fire 
of the enemy, and some naval guns were 
landed and placed in a concrete -protected 
battery on the beach, in the hope that a better- 
tlirected fire might V)e brought to bear upon the 
Turkish batteries in the opposites region of 
FrenkcMii and Jn Tope than was possible from 
tlie moving ships. 

After the disaster to the Goliath the ships 
were not allow’ed to remain wuthin the Straits 
at night. The French vessels tlum aneliorcnl 
under Kum Kale, but it was found that 
drifting mines came in that direction, and 
tlu^y afterwards went to Mudros or Kep- 
halos. Neither of these anchorages w as with- 
out disadvantage's, which affected both the 
French and ourselves. Kephalos had no pro- 
t (action from the nortli, and was swept by a 
Jiigh sea in nortlierly gales, while at Mudros 
the transhipments and disembarcations, due 
to want of ]>ier and wharfage accommodation, 
were often seriously iiuf^eded by winds from 
the north or south. Ueaving one or other of 
these anchorages very early in the morning, 
the French ships arrived off the Dardanelh’s 
at dawn to take up their positions. When it 
became knowm that one or more big (fennan 
submarines had passed Chbraltar, the situation 
of the ships became more critical. While 
supporting the Anzac position on ^fay 25 
the Triumph was torpedoed and sunk, and the 
Majestic suffered the same fate off Cape Helles 
two days later. 

The French ships were more fortunate. 
When under way they kept on irregular and zig- 
zag courses, thus countering the effects of the 
submarines. The auxiliary Carthage was, how- 


ever, sunk off (^ape Helles on July 4. Great 
caution wu^s exercised, but when the troops 
were attacking tlie enemy’s commanding 
positions, and naval help was recpiired, it was 
providc'd. Once agaiii the gallant Uatouche- 
Treville was c^mployed in the work undc*r 
hostile fire, and threatened by the enemy’s 
submarines. A destrt)yer circled roimd her, 
while a fiotilla of destroyers and armed vessels, 
umler a hail of fire, continued to engage the 
enemy closely. 

Thus did the French Navy assist and support 
the aimy in those times of the epic story of the 
Dardtmelles in the disembarcaiion, thii heroic 
struggle against the outnumbering foe, and the 
wonderful w'ork of the withdrawal, which W'as 
direct'd by Rear-Admiral Lo Bon. Vice- 
Admiral Nicol arrived to rtinforee the stpiadron, 
and to assume the chief command. 

“ To the very end,” said Admiral (hiepratte, 
when he said farcwvell to his old scpiadron, 
“ brave ofiieers and men ex]i(*nded themselves 
without counting their sacrifices, in circum- 
stances nearly aUvays dilficailt and oftem under 
the fire of thes enemy.” It was a s[)lendid 
story, though it (‘tided in a erued failure to 
achieve that which, if all the t‘fforts had been 
co-ordinat(‘d for a shar}) and rapid operation, 
might have proved a crowning su(*(*ess. 

W'e wdll now" turn again lo the M(‘(1it(‘rrau('an 
situation, as it affeetc'd th(^ French Navy and 
to the (wents in which it took part. That 
sea W'as a the^atre of hostilities of paramount 
importance to the French. Its w'aters were 
traversed by French transports and supply 
ships from t*nd to end and from sid(^ to side 
from th(^ very b(‘ginning. It was vital to the 
Allies to (*xi‘rcis(3 command of the sc‘a there. 
The fighting strength of the (^nt^my was not 
contiiKMl to his warships. big steamship 

lines of Germany wer(^ capalile of furnishing 
numerous vessels, which would have been a 
constant dangc*r to the Alli(‘s. 

Many of them were in neutral ports in the 
Mediterranean at the outbreak of war, and the 
Germans claimed thi^ right to transhmn them 
into lighting ships on the high seas. Patrols 
w"ere, therefore, immediately (‘stablisliod, and 
ke])t a close watch on them in ease thc^y should 
leave neutral waters. This prt'caution was the 
more necessary because^ in addition to the 
sliip.s recognized as convertible into cruiserH, 
events showed that among the apparently 
purely commercial sliips then in the Mediterra- 
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[Ffcnch ct/uiul phoU graph. 


noau many \v(‘iv ronroaliiig military storos of 
all kiinls cleslinotl for CkTinau er\us(Ts and tlioso 
ot thr (U'rman allios. Tho \vat(*h \\as viwn- 
])l('tt'ly eff(H‘tivo, and of tliosc' auxiliary ships 
not one was able to fulfil its mission. At tho 
saimo timo some hundred of oth<‘r sliips found 
thamsolv'os hlorkadc'd in noutral ports whta-t* 
thoy had takoii rvfu^e. 'J'hus, from tla^ vory 
first, (‘lU'iny sliips of war, auxiliary ships, and 
merchant ships wen* all c*ondi*nmrd to inai*tion. 

The bloekade in th(^ Mediterranean was even 
more diflleult than in the North Sea. The 
neutral flag was (*mploye(l to cover enemy 
goods, and tla^ ])ossibility of transmitting 
commodities tlirough S|>ain to Cartagena or 
other ports increas(‘d the dinieulties of the 
work for tho French Navy. The many penin- 
sulas an<l islands of the Mediterranean enabletl 
non-continuous voyages to be made arul 
circuitous routes to be taken. The difti(nilti<\s 
were increased by tlie number of countries 
remaining neutral, and neutral ship[)ers showed 
groat astuteness in their dealings, whereby a 
very difticult and delicate task was imposed upon 
the French Navy. The resources of the Frencli 
mercantile marine were not inexhaustible, 
and it was not without groat difliciilty that the 
necessary armed [)atrols were organized. For- 
tunately^ the dinieulties hail been largely over- 
come by tho time the great strain of the trans- 
port of the troops for tho Dardanelles and 
Salonika began, but during the whole sub- 


se(pient period the transport of troops an<l arm}" 
stores vv’as in progn‘ss. 

^rhere is hardly space to r(nH)unt liore the 
many operations and activities of the French 
Navy in the ]Vh‘diterranean. When, in 
Fidiruary, I?)15, the '.rurkish Army from Syria 
made its attcMupt upoii the Sia^z Canal, the old 
French light <Tuis(‘r D’ Fnt recasteaiix brought 
her 9-4: in. guns into action, and the ancient 
ironclad Kequin, which dated from 18So, and 
had been used as a gunnery training ship, 
smashed Tip some of the Turks’ heav^y artillery. 
Some French torpedo boats were employed in 
patrolling the Suez Canal, and the armoured 
cruiser Montcalm, fresh from tla^ Far Fast, was 
at Suez and with liritish vessels patrolling the 
Fed Sea. In April the battleship Saint J^ouis 
and in May the cruiser D’P^strees bombarded 
the Turkish positions at FI Arish, and the 
Jeanne d’Are and D’Fstrees destroyed petrol 
depots near the coa»t A French seaplane 
carrier was ompJoycul in these Fgyptiai 
operations, and .sov^eral srpmdrons of naval 
aeroplanes wore flying over tho canal region. 
Tile Allietl navies w'orkod in tho closest colla- 
boration, and often Frencli airmen look u[> 
British oflicers as observ€*rs.* 

I’he French maintained a detachefl scpiadron 
in tho I^evant and off the Syrian coast, rf^ady 

A complete aeeouiit of tho First “ Invasion of 
F;^ypt,*’ with further details of tho operations of the 
Frenoh warships, will l>e found in Vol. IV., Chapter 
T.XXIII. 
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to check the enemy’s coininnnications alon^ 
the littoral, to control suspicious sliij)ping, 
liunt out submarine bases, and bombard 
enemy positions. The Allied navies co- 
operJited in many operations off ilie coast of 
A"^ia Minor and in the Aegean. The French 
mine-layer Casabianca was sunk at the 
cMitraiice to the Aegean, June 3, 10 lo. A 

blockade extending from the Egyptian frontier 
to the island of Samos was <leelared. The 
( Jreek island of Castellorizo, off Ca])e Khelidoiiia, 
on the southern coast of Asia Minor, was 
occupied on December 20, 1015, as a base for 
the French o[>erations. 

The French also occupied Corfu, not in a 
military sense, but to organize the place for 
tin* rece})tion of the Serbian army, which was 
withdrawn from Albania. The landing was 
eondu(‘ted in a masterly manner. Tlie sipiadron 
of four cruisers arrived at Corfu on January 11, 
lOlf), at 2 a.m., and the dis(*mbarcation began 
i!nm(!diat(dy, the whole being completed by 
11 a..m. No transports wen* used, every man, 
gun, hors(^ and mule* and all tin* ammunition, 
storeys and forages biding conveyed in thc< four 
cruisers, which caiue, uiu'xjK'ctedly to the 
authoritii*s of Corfu, without lights and (‘scorted 
hy destro^^'(‘rs. No horse slings w('r(* us(*d, the 
animals being lowen'd in ordinaiy ships' boats 
vith the thwarts removed, and with straw and 
• harcoal laid in the* bottoms to ])n*V('nt slipping. 

'^ria* naval commander-in-chief in the Medi- 


terranean was Vice-^Vdmiral Dartigc du Fournet, 
who hail left the Levant command in October, 
101.5, and directed many operations in the 
Eastern ^Mediterranean, including the landing 
ancl charge of the Salonika expedition, tlie 
action taken by the Alliivs against (ilr(*iu*e, and 
the blockade of Unit country, until \'ice- 
Admiral (Jaueh(*t was aj)pointed to suceeedc'd 
him in December, 1015. 

The history of tin* Salonika expedition does, 
not belong to this chapter. Tlu* Hritish 10th 
Division, under command of Lieut. -(Jeni'ral 
Sir 11. Malion, which arrived early in October, 
1015, had bf'cn preceded by the disembe.;rCcition 
of two French Divisions, comnninded by Ci'iu'ral 
Sarrail, wliosi* force was soon strength(*ned ])y 
the coming of a third Division. This gri*at 
force, with all its guns, ammunition, horses, 
mules, cam]) eipiipinent, and evi‘ry ri*(|uirement 
for active servii^e, was undi^r tin* cha.rge of the 
naval forces eommaiuli'd by Ailmira.1 dii 
Fourm't, and, as at thi* Oardaiu'lU's, thi* opera- 
tion of setting the army on the shore taxi'd the 
powc'i* of organizalion and thi* skill and resource 
of the French naval otliiri'rs to the highest 
j)ossible degree. The task was a.i c )m|)lish(’d 
with magnificent success, ai.nd the army, once 
landed, had to be ke])t supplied with a-mimmi* 
tion and evi*ry ri'ipiirement f«a' its service <>ver a 
long period. This (Continued to impose a.n 
( nor. nous strain on the resources of thi* I^'n iich 
mer<*anfile ma,i*ine a,nd on th«' Xe..vv, w hich was 



VICTUALLING A FRENCH WAR-SHIP OFF SALAMIS. 
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responsible for the maintenance of its com- 
munications. 

The increasing menace of the suhtnarine 
added to the anxieties of the Admiral and cast 
a duty of sleepless vigilance on his officers and 
on the men of the patrol service. There wore 
some disasters, as will subsequently be shown. 
The attitude assumed by the Greek Govern- 
ment, threatening the security of the allied 
armies, soon imposed new duties on the sister 
navies under their French Commander-in -Chief. 

The forts at the entrance to Salonika harbour 


It was at this time that M, Venizelos, with 
Admirals Condouriotis and Miaulis, left the 
Pirajus for Crete, where the Provisional Govern- 
ment was proclaimed on the 28th. The 
developments were rapid, and on October 11 
Admiral du Fournet presented an ultimatum 
to the Greek Government, demanding, as a 
precautionary measure, in view of the security 
of the Allied fleet and army, the surrender to 
his control of the entire Greek fleet, with the 
exception of the armoured cruiser Georgios 
Averoff and the two old battleships, Kilkis 



were^ occupied by l^ritish and F rench troops and 
allie>d naval detachments at the end of Decem- 
ber, 191.5, in order to control the operations 
of the enemy submarines, which had made 
Salonika their base. On April 9, 1919, the 
Allies aiinouiKjed their intention of occupy- 
ing the harbour of Argostoli and establishing 
bases in some of the Ionian islands 

Admiral du Fournet also made his dis- 
positions, in accordance with dij)lomatic in- 
structions, to exercise the necessary cornpiilsion 
upon the Greek Government, and on September 
1, 1916, he arrived off the Pirieus witli a large 
Allied fleet and took possession of the wireless 
telegraphic service of the Greek warships. 
An embargo was also placed on Greek shipping. 


and Lemnos, wdiich had been bought for the 
United States. He also demanded the control 
of the Pirams- Larissa railway. The ultimatum 
was complied w5th under protest, and the fleet, 
consisting mainly of a dozen effective destroyers 
was handed over at Keratsini, and French sea- 
men were drafted into them, the French flag 
being hoisted. On the 16th the Admiral 
landed Allied detachments to proceed to Athens, 
and the arsenal, the submarine defences, and 
the munition depots on the islands of Leros 
and Cyra were taken under control Then 
followed the demand for the surrender of Greek 
guns and the landing of detachments froiii 
the Allied fleets, which were treacherously 
attacked with some loss in very serious flghting. 
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A blockade of the Greek ports was afterwards 
proclaimed. 

The presence of numerous enemy sub- 
marines in the Mediterranean, especially from 
September, 1915, onwards, created a danger 
which increased to very serious proportions. 
Adixiiral du Foumet had a task before him of 
stupendous difficulty in organizing and pro- 
tecting the sea services of the armies on very 
long lines of communication. The transport 
C'alvados was sunk, and among other vessels 
the Sidi-Ferriich, at Algiers, and the Yser, ex- 


when about 1,000 lives were lost out of 1,800 
on board. The vessel sank within 15 minutes 
of being struck by the torpedo. A sharp look- 
out had been kept, but nothing was seen to 
indicate the presence of the submarine, of 
w’hich the identity was disclosed afterwards. 
The menace began to assume larger proportions. 
The HHtish Navy lost the battleship Russell, 
claimed by the Germans to have boon sunk by 
a sul>marine, and other smaller war vessels. 
On October 4 the British transport F'ranconia 
and the French transport GalUa were both 



EMBARKING ARTILLERY FOR SALONIKA. 


Oacia, of the Hainburg-Amerika line, olT 
Piiilippeville. French and British naval forc<*s 
made a systematic search for submarine bases 
throughout the Aegean and the Levant, and 
parties landed at Corfu, Santi Quaranta, Zante, 
l^haleron, Corinth, and elsewhere. Admiral 
Lacaze was now Minister of Marine, and he 
wisely over-ruled the objection of his pre- 
decessors to the arming of merchantmen. 
The light cruiser Amiral Charner was tor- 
pedoed off the Syrian coast in February, 1915. 
On the 26th of the same month the French 
auxiliary cruiser Provence II., which was 
engaged in transporting troops and military 
stores to Salonika, was torpedoed in mid- 
Mediterranean by the German submarine U35, 


sunk by enemy submarines. In the British 
vessel only 12 of the crew were missing, but the 
Gallia was full of French and Serbian trooi)H 
to the number of 2,000, and about 600 w'ere 
lost. Ont^ of the magazines blew up and the 
wireless installation was destroyed, making ir 
impossible to call for help. At about the same 
time the Germans claim€‘d that one of their 
submarines had sunk a small French cruiser 
or submarine destroyer, named the Rigel, in 
the Mediterranean. Ibis statement w'as sub- 
sequently denied inferentially by the French, 
when the Germans, in January, 1917. falsely 
claimed to have seriously damaged by sub- 
marine the French battleship Vt^rite. The 
most serious loss of all was that of the early 
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THE BATTLESHIP “DANTON.” 


Duiiton. was struck by 

two torjx'docs disci ijirgcd ])y a subniariias 
aind sunk within luilt fin Jiour. Tlu' cJisastor 
occurred on Abircli Ilk ]hl7, in tli<‘ .Mcdit(‘r- 
rancan. 'FIk' tincst. discipline pr(‘vailcd on 
board, and 80() men wen^ sfivc'd by tlu' destroyer 
MassiK* find some pait rol vessi'ls, tlu* numixu* 
lost bein^ 21H>. 'I’lie subnuiriiie \\as discovc'n'd 
find fit tacked A\itli fiombs by the INTfissia*, 
wlu'reupon she disfippeai\*d Jiiul wais not seen 
fiji^ain. 'I^lu* battleship SufTri'ii, ^^llic)l had 
tfikeii so ^r<’at fi pjirt fit tlu* I )ardaiu‘lles, wfis 
lost, in the ])r(‘vious Xo\<*mber, Slu* h*ft 
(Jibraltfir tor borient, firnl was never se<‘n fi^jiiii. 
A\’helh<‘r slie striu'k fi mine or was sunk by a 
subnifiriiu* w fis not n*ported. 

Tlu* ^zuardin^ ot the seti routi* in tlu* I0astt*rn 
Medit(*rraiiean and tlu* Ionian Scfi fitterwfirds 
f(*II iiuiinlN’ to tlu* Hrit ish Fleet , w hih* t he \\ (*st<‘i n 
bfisin from Maltfi to ( iibrfilt fir ti*!! (‘hiefly to tlu* 
h^rench. Wluit. special >tej)s wei’i* taken bv 
t lu* French ruivfd authorifi(*s nniis not disclosed, 
but it bt'eMiine known tluif ;in e\t<’nsi\(* piitrol 
s(*rviee w fis at wor‘1':, tluit the nu*tluxls <*mplo\'i*d 
in tlu* Fhfiniu*! and tlu* North Sea w'(*n‘ fipplied 
in the M<*dit(‘iTfiiu’jin, as tar <is th(*y couki be 
used, jinci that nothing tluU prevision cefukl 
i*nabl(* the luivfd otiiei'rs to do or j)i‘ovitk‘ 
w as iu*<;lect(*d. 

'^riu* Fre*neh \fi\ y, fillied v\i(h our e>w n find 
with that ot tlu* .hipfuuse. beeau early in the* 
war to exert its innu(*nce tJirouuhout tlu* world. 
'.I'he Seven S(*;is wen* 'made subject in pjirt 


French naval sway. Tlu* Xavfil Division ot tlu 
Far Ffist and tlu* I^i(*itic, which Rear-Admiral 
H liquet had (‘omman(k*d, vvas not, indeed, an 
organization ot ^r(*fit fighting forer*. The 
!Montcfilm, which was tlu* tiapiship, was nearly 
t went v'-fi\'e y(‘a.rs old, and on lu*r disfflacement 
ot tons slu^ carri(*d two 7*h in., (‘itJjht O' l in., 

and smalk*r guns. Tlu* only otlu*r vesst*! of any 
l’on*c‘ Wfis tlu* l)u|)k‘iy, which lu‘k)ng(*d to tlu* 
same p<*rio(l, had fi displac(*nu‘nt of 7,578 tons, 
find, fis lu*r hea\ i(*st firmanu*nt, mount ed eight 
()• I in. guns. The stfition of tlu*se vessels Wfis 
tlu^ (’hiiifi Seas, find the Division had fittaclu*d 
to it a d(*stroy<*r, fi gunboat and four ri\ (*r gun- 
boats, An old unf)roti*cted cruisi'r, tlu* K(*rsaint, 
find tlu* gunboat Zelei^ wen* usually in Aus- 
tralian w liters, but they w f*re out of commission, 
and their fursotnul an<l guns luid been used to 
put .New (’al(‘donia a.nd Tahiti in a better 
])osition of (k‘t(*nc(*. A dispatch vessel and two 
torfx*do boats were fit .Mfidfigfisear, and an old 
armoured gunboat, lhr(*(* (k*st royt*rs, and about 
a dozen torp(*do bofits and st^v(*ral small vofletti* 
boats at Saigon. 

Tlu^ confpu*st of the scattered c*olonies of 
(k-rmany wiis an oliject ot th(> Alliens at the 
beginning of the war. Tsiug-tfiu fell to the 
j)row(*ss of tlu* Jfipanc'se. ddiederman posses- 
sions in the Facitic gava^ their opportunity to 
the young Navy of Australia, to whose help 
came the .Montcalm, d'he squadron of Couni 
Sp<*<* was at kirge, its whereabouts were un 
known, and the capture of tlu^ Ladrones and the 
Mar.shall Iskinds, tlu^ Bismarck Archipelago, 
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^ KTinaii Xow OiiiiKui ainl Samoa, was attnalrvl 
s\ith uncertainty. Tla* Aiistnilian s(|iia<lroii was 
directed to proc^'cd to Nt‘w J^calaud to convox 
an expeditii)nary for(M', which was to capture 
Samoa, and tlic Fnaich cniista* joiu(‘d tlu^ flair 
for that ]^urpo.s<*, lua* presence addinir to tlu‘ 
eoiifidcncc with whicli the opca-alion was under- 
takt'ii. Tlie acliievt'iiuait involved a s(^a voyajre 
of o\a'r 2,001) miles, and was aceoinplisIaMl with- 
out mishap or inti'rfen'iiee. 'riu' ( h*rma.u.‘ njad<' 
no n‘sistanee at Samoa, and wlieu von Spe<‘ 
arrived off Apia, on Sept ember 14, 101 t, la* w as 
-surprised to find th(* British fla.^ flyinjr there. 

From Samoa the (German .'^(juadron steamed 
to Tahiti, and in the little port of Bapf‘ete found 
I he disariiK'd gunboat /(*le(‘, w hich w as des 
troyed by gunfire, as well as some of the 
buildings th<*rt*. Jhit tlie (‘omnuvnd(*r of the 
\'('ssel, laeut. Destremeau, liad })laced t ht* guns 
he had dismounted in an (‘xcelli'iit position, 
iiud f h(< < 5(*rman Admiral thought it prud<*nt 
not to linger more, esp(‘cially as tlu* coal d(‘pot 
at Fan* Fse had })('en set on fin* by th(* detendiu's 
a,*id no coal was obtaiiiabh*. Any serioiis 

resistan^'c of th(* (huMuans in tlu*ir Bacifh- 
poss(*ssions was impossibh*, Jind th(‘y wen? 
sj)(M*dilx rcMiuet'd one after anotlwa*. 

W'Ik'ii the ad\(‘nturous cruist* oJ tlu* Fnahai 
bi-oug^ht her disguised to IN'nang on()etol)»‘r 2S. 
.'"he (‘nter<'d tht* harbour thei*(‘, and by torpt‘d<» 
4md gunfii'e sank * la* Bussia.n cruiser .lemtehui»'. 


whieh was sui|,rised at anchor. A hn'i'ch de- 
stroyer. the .A!()us(|iu‘t , t 'ommander/rheroiiuH', 
attacked lier as slu* w’(*iif out with the utmost 
d.asli and gallantry, l)ut tin* fight was un(*(|ual, 
and file destroyer was sunk, hei‘ commanding 
olti«*ei , who had b(*(‘n w oundi*d, going »low n with 
la r. 4’he 'nrx i\ ois, to the numbt'r of Ihi, wc're 
.sent by (‘apta.in xon Miillei* in a. cajiturt'd 
I’ritish xessel into a. p»)rl in Sumatra. 

4'lie Mont (‘aim, aftt'i* lu'r servic(‘ against the 
(h'rman Facifie po.sst'.ssions, wiail noi t h a.nd w as 
(‘inployed in patr(»lling in the Tndiari Oe(*an, 
thus aiding in si'cunng t la* safet^^ of tia* 
nunau'ous transports whieh wc'n* then l>ringin;jr 
troops, guns and ston's from India, a.nd ot lau' 
h^astern countries. Aft(U‘wards the t*rui.s(‘r 
eontima'd this \’aluab!<* serxiee in tla* lh‘d Sea, 
x\her(‘ tlu* cruisc^r I)esa;\ was also (*mplox‘(al. 
4\a‘ latt(‘r x ('ssel at Ilodi(*da.h eompi'lh'd tlu' 
'Turks to suriM'ia h*i* tIa* h'ri'nch I'onsul, xvho had 
lH*(‘n tak(‘n into tia* int(*rior, but was brought in 
safety to Sia*/. 

I n pr(‘x ions ehaptt*rs t la* st ory of tia* r(*duct ion 
of the (h'rman colonies of 'I’ogo aial (^ina*roon 
has be(‘ii told.* 'The h'l-i nch Xax \ took its dia* 
shar(* in tia* op(*rations in tia* (iulf of (iuira‘a, 
a.s Fr<‘neh troops did on land. 'Tia* most 
important unit in tia* Xaxal Dixision was tia* 
old armoun*d eruisei Brui\. Hying tia* l>road 
|)ennanl of tia* oHic(*r in commaral, who had 
♦ \ Ml \ I I I., (Mmpt.'r CW \ I. 
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THE ARMOURED CRUISER “GOND^.” 


with tiini the gimboat Surprise ami a number of 
smaller shallow -draught vessels. Other cruisers 
afterwards joined him. The Bruix and Surprise 
shelled the (!oast positi<)ns of Compo ami 
Kribili, on October 11-14, 1914, and on August 
24, 1914, the Surprise supported the diseinbarca- 
tion of the French column and attacked the 
Oennan station of Cocoa Beach at the inoutli 
of the Muni River. The (lermans were driven 
into the interior after a sharp engagenu'iit and 
the Surprise sank t-ho steamers Rhios and 
Italo. Tlie Allies captured a fleet of Cerman 
vessel^ in the Cameroon River, Ijelonging 
mainly to the WcxTinaTui Bine — Clive, Irma, 
Heni'ietta, Jeanette, Raul VV^oennann, and 
others. All the impf)rtant points on the coast 
were bombarded, and the Bruix, Pothuau 


and Friant took part in the blockade of tiie 
eoiist. 

In the Atlantic the French Navy had a sharu 
in the rounding up of the (.lernian cruisers ami 
the guarding of the trade routes. On this 
service the armoured cruiser Comic and tlic 
light cruiser llescartes were employed in the 
Caribbean, and when the Cerman raidirnc 
cruisers had disappeare<l the watch w^as for a 
time continued in view of the largo number ol 
Cerman liners and merchant vessels wdiich had 
taken refuge in American ports and migiil 
have attempted to escape. 

We have gone with the French Navy, in its 
work in the war, round the world, from IIk^ 
Adriatic and the Mediterranean, to the Pacific 
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(ind tho Atlantic, and now wc “ fetch up,” as 
they say in the Navy, in the North Sea and the 
Knglish Channel. The courage and endurance 
of French seamen in the operations in the 
North Sea cannot, however, be described liere. 
M. Bertin, the eminent naval architect, and 
formerly chief constructor of the French Navy, 
s^i.id that in the North of Scotland French 
bluejackets participated in the maintenance of 
the blockade. “It is a rough and dangerous 
service. Naval literature which has celebrated 
the vigilance of our cruising in the Adriatic, the 
bearing under fire of our ships at tlio Djirrda- 


the enemy. During the transportation of the 
-British Fxpeditionary Force to France, when 
J^ritish destroyers and submannes took posi- 
tions from which tliey could have attacked tho 
Cennan High Sea Fleet, the French Second 
Light Squadron cof)perated in the protection 
of tho passage and disembarcation of the 
troops. During tlie critical days of the fighting 
on the Yser, when the French Fusiliers Marins 
were rendering on land magnificent service, 
which neither Fngland nor France should ever 
forget, Vice-Admiral C. K. Favercnxu, Command - 
ing-in-(^hief (he French forces in the Channel, 



TORPEDO TUBES AND LONG-RANGE GUN IN A FRENCH CRUISER. 


n(‘lles, and the exploits of our battalions of 
fusiliers at Dixmude, has not yet made known 
the endurance of those who labour without 
resting in an inclement sea and in the mists of 
the North. These last, without doubt, will 
have their history later.” * 

At the first moment of French naval activity 
in the Channel, when Rear-Admiral Rouyer, 
commanding the light squadron at Brest, set 
forth to execute his orders — “ Ai^pareillez 
imniMiatement et empechez par les armes le 
passage du Pas de Calais ’’—which have been 
alluded to above, the torpedo boats and sub- 
marines all proceeded to their appointed 
Stat ions to watch for the anticipated coming of 
* La Nature^ February I(», 1917. 


placed under tlx* ordc*rs of t\w late R<‘er- 
Admiral tlie Hon. Horacte Hood, then in com- 
mand of the Dover Patrol, five Frcmch de- 
.stroyers, and the British Admiral, flying his 
flag in the Jntrepide, k*d the French flotilla into 
action off Lombartzyde. I’hc^se boats were the 
Francis Carnicr, Capitaine Mehl, Dunois, 
Av<‘iiturier, and the flag vt*ssel, and were ot 
modem and powerful character. The fire of 
the Francis Gamier, with her 4-inch gun.s, 
silenced the enemy batteries at Lombartzy<hi 
and Westende, and enabled the Belgians to 
resume the offensive. During all these opera- 
tions French and British squadrons, cruising off 
Niciiport, continued to support- the extreme 
left of the allied armies by shelling the Cennan 
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batteries, and at tlie same time they assisted 
in guarding ( he unceasing passage c»f t rans£><>rts 
anti tlie floating conmKa'ci' of (}»(' Allit's in tlu* 
Channel and in all the approaches to the French 
ports, where (Jerman submarines were at work, 
as the torpedoing of the refugee ship Amiral 
(hinteaume, the Ville do Lilh* and many other 
incidents testified. Frtmeh cruisers and coast 
deh'iH^e flotillas w('r<^ constantly engaged in 
jiatrolling and in chasing (Jerman submarines. 
On March 4, 1915, oiu' of the cruisers made 
three liits on a submarine, which disajipeared 
and left no trace. The light scpiadrons cruisetl 


November, 11)15, Lieutenant th‘ Sin^viy, accom- 
panied by the British Sub- Lieutenant Vine> . 
destroyed a ( Jerman subm u'ine by bombs on 
the B(»lgian coast. A great raid to »k place in 
March, 1910, w'lu*n 19 French naval aeroplan(\s, 
in cooperation with about 110 British and 
Belgian machines, bombarded thn (Jerman 
st'aplaiK? stiition at Zeebrugge and the aero- 
drome at Houttave in the vicinity. In the 
follow ing June it was offlcially anuoiuiccd that 
during a reconnaissance in Belgium three 
French armed aeroplanes discharged 65 shells 
on Cernian boats near the coast. 



[French official pHotograpn. 

FRENCH MONITOR AT DUNKIRK. 


with British naval forces which cooperated with 
tlie land armies until the tide of battle rolled 
back from the striek(»n region of the coast. 

When Zeel>rugge clcvtJoped into a CJerman 
submarine base, defenck'd by heavy guns, the 
French Navy continiu^d to cooperate with our 
own in persistent endeavour to r(K)t out this 
wasps’ nest, an<l to eliminate the pests which 
had their home there. A French aviation 
station was (‘stahHslu'd at Dunkirk in January, 
1915, and early in tlie ni^xt month Fri'nch navu;! 
airmen from that })lace bombed the military 
establishments and barracks at Zeebrugge and 
Bruges and the railway station at Ostend. In 
this raid 48 allied machines participated. In 


'riieso wert^ indurations of the activity dis 
played by the French Navy in the (^hanncl 
and its ap])roaches. Many other incident 
showfHl the enterprise displayed l)y French 
seamen and naval airmen, and complete com 
mand was obtained by the French Navy, in 
coopt'ration with our own, in the waters 
the Fhaimel and its approaches froiU the occjm. 

If the greatest s(‘rvice rt'iidered by the Freiicli 
Navy to the Allitvs had been in assisting t ■ 
maintain command of the seas, in transport in* 
troopis to several theatres of war, which thm 
command emibled it to do, and in securing tli* 
safety tif their coimnunieations and theif 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


^jipplles, it has \vritt(‘ri no more })rilliant pa^o 
in the fjh're d"Or than tjiat which tells the tale 
(,f the glorious and ever memorable det'ds of 
the Naval Brigades wliieh fought at Dixruude 
Mid t)n the Yser. A full account of the (Ji^nnan 
ronnter-offensivo and of the Battle of tlie ^’sc'r 
already been given, and the course of tht' 
..perations will not therefore be related hen'.* 



MACHINK-GUN MANNED BY FRENCH 
MARINES ON THE SAND-DUNES. 


Vhe significance of th«at battle was enormous 
for the issue of the war and the future of 
Ihitish Sea INn\’er. Tt definitely b<‘at }>ack 
the (Jermans from (%dais, ami put an i*nd to 
tlu'ir dream of lH)mbarding Dover ami, with 
uiin and submarine, of cutting our eomniuniea- 
lions between the North Sea and the English 
t’hanm'l. WvW might .loffre describe this as 

Uie great (‘st batth» of the worhl."’ A Kn*m*h 
song written and sung in the French trenches 
in Belgium, to the air of “ Aui)rcs dc ma blonde, ’ 
sets the splendid achievement- of tiu* Fn^neh 
Fusiliers Marins in tlie clearest manm'r in its 
first verse : 

Sur Ics liords rle TYscr 
hos iniiriiis out loiin 
l^<*s AlU'inii’ids on arrieiv. 

Si hitMi qu’ils n’ont pu 

'I’mver'-ij'r la riviere 

t'etnrne ils ravaieiit C(jiiv(*iiu.t 

U e cannot feel too deeply the gratitude w<‘ 
owe to tlie French Naval Brigade, and to the 
gallant Belgians, supported by tlie French, 
ior the services renderc‘<l in that critical and 
vital period of the war. 

At this point it is interesting to suiiunarizc 

* See Chapters LIV. and bXV. 

t 'thi<» sonn is preserved by Commandant V'edel, Nos 
Marins a la Cnerre,’* 


the facts contained in an ofTieial conwiuniqve 
issued by the Ministry t)f Marine on October 
IB, 1914, setting forth the nature of tlie Jiel]) 
whi(*h tlie Navy liad nuidered to the French 
larul force's. Not only had it <‘oopei\ated with 
1ln' Alli(‘d FU'cts in the bUjckatlc' of the enemy 
]K)rts and coasts, in the protection of convoys, 
the guarding of the trade riiules, and the jairsuit 
of the Oerrnan eruisc'rs : it had lent Uy the army 
ev('ry mah'rial and personal a-isistaiiec* that it. 
Iiad at its disposal. Its arsenals n.nd estahlish- 
inents worked with the greatest aetivity for tlu' 
War Dc'partment. The Xavw had taken charge* 
of a grt'at jiart of tlu' coast deh'm'cs, thus 
lilxTating a considerable numbt'r of men to the* 
lu*a\’y artille'ry. ^le)re*over, with the rt'mainde'r 
e»f the me*n it eeuild spare from its eivvii ne'i'ds it 
had const itutt'd fe>rce*s wliieh feaight in the* first 
rank in the* fre>nt with the armie's. TJu'.se* tbrimi' 
tie)ns, at the date* giveai, e'e)mprise*d a brigade^ 
e)f ti,0‘d9 fnsilU'rs marins, a ma<*hiiu*-gun ce)mpa.ny, 
a regime*nt. eif 2,900 s(‘ame*n -gunners, gre)ups of 
iiieiteir maehine'-giins, a-nel a groiif) of ineiteir 
se*archliglits, as w«'0 a.s a rive*r tleitilla te>r the^ 
S ine. 

'1 he* }>riga.de of tlie NcacI Fusilie'i’s and tlie 



[/ nnth official photograph. 


FRENCH DUG-OUT IN THE SAND- 
DUNES OF FLANDERS. 

machine-gun company distinguislu'd tJicnise*]\ e‘s 
greatly by tlie'ir liere)ic attitude at Dixmude 
on the riglit wing eif the Be'lgian Army. They 
had alr(*ady served with the* Army befeiro Paris. 
The regiment of se'ainen-gumwrs, witli their 
own guns, had (‘eintrihute'cl te> the suc'ees^ful 
dc*f(*ne*e of the fortifieel re‘gion on the east, 
’riie inote:)r-guns liael been distribute'd with flu* 
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army, and liad given proof of great activity 
and efTicioncy. These various formations were 
supplied from a depot which was established 
at Paris. In addition the Navy sent to the 
regimental dep6ts several thousands of seamen, 
and it subsequently f)laced at the disposal of the 



\rrench offutal photograph. 

FRENCH MARINES 
Who took part in the defence of Dixmude. 

e.rmy all the men of tlie Inscription Maritime 
who were not requin'cl for the Fleet, and were 
not indispensable to the mercantile marine. 
All this gi’eat servitn^ was comjdeted by tlu* 
placing at flic dis(>osal of the Minister of War 
of a part of the j^ersonnd of the naval a\'iation 
service, as well as many engineers and otlicers 
of vwious eorf)s, and large numbers of artificers. 
Quite early in the war a total numljer of 30,000 
naval reservists and men of the Inscription 
Maritime were given up to tlie War Department, 
and embodied in the Colonial Infantry, where 
they rendered notabU* services with all tlie dash 
of the seaman. There was one bluejacket 
whose deed w'as recorded by the Moniteur dc 
la Flotfe. He had remained with liis mott)r 
machine-gun and an assistant in a town which 
the CJermans had occupied, and there, with the 
greatest coolness, he fought several little battles 
at the crossings of streets, and oscajx'd from the 
place in safety with his gun and the man who 
accompanied him. Some of the machine- 
gunners were used in the defence of Paris, and 
especially in the anti-aircraft service, while 
many of the seamen -gunners were sent to serve 


the guns in the forts of the entrenched cam > 
of Paris, while others wore di-ipatchcd to th ‘ 
defences of the Meuse. 

Parisians were accustomed to meet seamcii 
who w’ere employed as messengers or otherwis.^ 
at the Ministry of Marine in the Rue Royah , 
but they w ere astonished, in the very early day . 
of the w^ar, to see numl>ers of men of the FIccm. 
doing duty in the streets of the capital. Somo 
were old salts, reservists, stokers, and artificer>^, 
who donned their old uniforms, and others W(Mi‘ 
young bluejackets from the ports, just embodied 
in the new cont/ingents. All these classes nt 
men soon took on, under training, soinetliin^ 
of the ordered smartness of the soldier withoni 
ever losing their naval character. Those who 
rcmemlx»red 1870 bethought themselves of 
Le Bourget, where the Fusiliers Marins i‘n 
countered and throw' back tlie Prussian (hianl, 
and c»f other incidents in which the Navy in 
those times cami^ to the help of tlie land forces. 
The Fusiliers Marins of the great war began to 
arrive from the ports, and their depot and head- 
quarters were lo(‘ated in the Grand Palais in 
the Champs lOlysees. By the end of August. 
1014, the Brigade, consisting of two regiments, 
was brought up to its strength of (5,000 men, 
afteiwards augmented, and Rear-Admiral Hon- 
are’h w as placed in command. The groat adv'an<*»' 
of von Kluck threatened Paris, and the Fusilicis 
were sent out, not to the front line, for they still 
required training, but to dig trenches, wdiich 
they -manned. One cn>mpany did encounter 
the enemy in the vicinity of Creil — a party (►f 
raiding Uhlans, who were driven olT. Wlien tli<* 
armies of von Kluek were diverted to the oast 
ward, to encounter defeat on the Marne, the Nav a I 
Brigade came into its quarters, and the w^ork of 
organization and training began. The men 
w'ere badly and variously equipped. Some of 
them had never fired a rifle. "Inhere wore not 
many good drivers among them, and tIuMr 
transport w^as composed of old veliieles gathert'<l 
from many quarters. But Admiral Ronarc'h 
was a man of extraordinary energy and organizing’ 
power, and had with him as company commanders 
a number of energetic and capable naval Ik n- 
tenants. Commandant Vedel has given a pen- 
picture of him, written by one of his lieutenants : 
“Of middle height, well set-up; an cnergetK 
head set on a sturdy, muscular trunk; acti\'' 
and resolute ; a Breton in the accepted sense •>( 
the description, including the legendary doggr l 
obstinacy ; exacting from others that whit !* 
he was ready to give himself, but thinking moi • 
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of their hardships than of his own ; recalling 
the saying, eternally true, that the fighting man 
lias his value in his character.” 

The Rear-Actiniral’s marines were sent to 
Dunkirk, where a force intended for the defence 
of Antwerp was being concentrated, but the 
<;erman offensive had developed with great 
rapidity, the enemy’s big howitzers had 
(h^stroyod the Belgian fortresses and the 
l^elgian Army was in retreat. It was a crilical 
and even decisive moment of the war, for 

< ’alais was at stake. The seamen were therefon^ 
hastened forward to Ghent, where they encoun- 
tered the German onslauglit (October 9). 
Jaeutenant Le Dougtd was one of the first of 
their number to be killed. I’lie immediati'* 
object of enabling the hard-pressed Belgians 
to retire witli their guns was attained, and the 
whole force fell back. 'J’he Belgians retreated 
to Bruges, and from Bruges to the Vser. 
British troo])s wliich had been landed ha<l eoiiu‘ 
into line, and they marclied by Roulers to 
^’pres, while the French seamen retinal through 
'riiourout, wliere they eanie uiuh'r the dir(‘et 

< ()iinuan(l of the King of the Belgians (October 
Bl), and by way of Wcrkeii and E<»ss«mi to 
Dixmiide, which [ilace was the c(^ntre and key 
of the position. There the lirave fellows w(*n' 
t») stand fast, coiife que coufc, for four days 


at least, after which reinfor(?emeiits w’ere 
expected to arrive. The position had not been 
prepared, tlie naval brigade of 9,000 men, with 
its inacliine-gun companies, eovered a front of 
miles, the Belgian guns which w’orc attached 
to it w'ere altogether pow'crless against the big 
German guns, aiifi there w'ore no aeroplanes or 
balloons to bring intelligence to Admiral 
Honarc’h. Xot for four days only, but for 
twenty-six days did the tremendous struggk? 
continue, and the long tight in the inferno of 
Dixmiide, in wliich tlic lieroic seamen rivalhxJ 
the achievements of the legendary Paladins, 
losing terribly, but still undaunted, gavi» im- 
perishable renown to the personnel of th(< 
French Xavy. 

On Xcivembiu* Hi a territorial division eana^ 
to the relief of Admiral Honare’h, and his 
splendid brigade* n‘t innl, but only to reorgiini/.e? 
and pre|>art‘ itself for further stM*vi<‘e against 
the* eiKuny, still in the* striekeai land of 
Belgium, wlu*re it had the* inte nse* satisfaetie)n 
of ine(‘tiiig anel e!e*fe‘at iug a fe>r(*e* of (h*rrna.n 
inarin<*s. 

'riie gleirieius xaleiur e)f the* s(*ame‘n had 
in<*ritcel vv(*ll of the* eeinntry, anel M. .\ugagne*ur, 
then Minist(*r of Marine*, de*cide'd that the*ne-<*- 
feirtJi the saile)rs ashore* sheiuld cany e*e>le>iirs, u- 
did the Jinny, be'jiriiig the* inse‘r*ipt ie)n “ H(‘gi- 



iFrench official photni^raOh. 


THE FRENCH ARMY HONOURS THE FRENCH NAVY. 
General l.yautey decoratinfl Marine, from Dixmude. 
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iMPiits d(» INFarins.” 'Plip :\Iinist**r would apjioint 
<>no uuit of t h<* Naval l^r i^ndo to kcM'j) t lir colours 
<Iurin,ij; w«ir, wliifli in time <>£ [icacc would l)c* 
<*oii(i‘lc(l to the care of t he school of t he Fusiliers 
Mjirius at I^orieut. 'IMie colours \Nere ])reseiited 
to tlu' Na\al liripuh* at DuiikiTk on January 1 L 
Ihlo, })y the Fn'sident «)f tiu' Fnaa-h Kepu))lie. 
M. Foineare told them that th<‘ fla^ wliieh was 
Vjiv(‘u to them they had t hems(*lves won on t h(‘ 
fic'ld of battle. 'fhey had shown themselves 
worthy to r<‘e(‘ive it, aral eapabh' of defendiim 
it. For loiiK we(‘ks. closely associated with 
th(‘ir comrades of the army, tlw‘y lard sustaitied 
\ictoriously the most liittea* and sanguinary 
sfru^^le. Nothing had chill(‘d tlu'ir ardour, 
n<‘ither tlie diflieult i(‘s of tlu‘ terrain, nor tin* 
ra\a^<‘s ^\ hich, at first, weai* made' in the*ir 
ranks by the* ene'iny’s tire'. Nothin^^ hael 
e*heck(*el th<*ir efrnf, ue)t i< (', ne>r rain, ne>r fle>e)els. 
'1’he‘ir e»lhee‘rs had ^i\'e*n the*m a.n e'xajuple' e)f 
e*e)ui‘{i^e and sacritie*(‘, and e‘\ cry whe're*, unele'r 
their e>rde'rs, th(*\' hael a(*hie*ved j)rf>digi(*s e>f 
h('!’e»ism anti abnegatieai. 

’riu' flu'4 wliii li I to you sli.ill n'pr<*'^riit limer- 

I'ortli ill yenir iiiiiiioital Kniiici* : Kniiici' tliat to 

•^iiy. ^^Ml^ lioiiu-, llir xnIh'Io you l»oni. tin* 


pareiits wlio bnuif^^lit you up. vour your cliildreMi,^ 

your fiimilics iiiul \'our frieuul'^, ail your riieiiiorio*^, aM 
your iiiter("?t -?♦ all your alToftions ; FraiifO- that is to 
"jiy*, 41 , w holt» pa-^l. of ooTUnion e'tfoj’ts and oollot*ti\ o ^loi'y, 
a \vlu)le! future e>f national unitys of ^^roatness and 4)f 
lilM‘rl.y. My friends, they are the most elistant ckslinie_\s 
of iuir <-ouul ry and of humanity which are being inscribed, 
at this nioiiK'iit, in the Ro«jk of (Jokl of the French Army. 
Our race*, 4)ur ei\ iliz ition, our ideals are the sacred issue 
4»f the hat ties you wjige. Y<*t li f(*w Tnonths of patience, 
<)f moral stn'iigth ami of e'tn'rgy will iletermiue the* 
cfuirse of futility t'ciit lilies. In carrying this haiiuer to 
victory, you will not only a\'emge* the dt'ad ; you will 
merit tlie tidmiraliou of the world ami tin* gratitude of 
])osterit y. 

In the st'mi-ejfliciid Monilv.ur de hi Fh)tt(\ 
M. (diaries I^e (Jnlhc, writing on August o, 
HUr», spokt^ in noble worths of tlie deeds of Ihi'^ 
French seamen. For inon' than twelve cen- 
turies, lu^ said, the liorn «>f Foland had been 
sih'iit, but tlu'y still shout'd near llagueta th<‘ 

“ breclu' de Kelantl,” flit; eleft matle in the 
mtumtains by' his virgin swortl Durandal. 
Ktilantl. Jit' said, lives always in Frt'neh hearts 

llola-ntl, a Ih’t'ttui, iikt' most tif tJu^ seamen t)f 
Frant't'. Fs it lt>o mut'h tt) think that Pix- 
iiiiitlt' will last as long as Konei'svallt's V Of this 
I am suit', that Ftiland uouhl rt'eogiii/.t' his 
own among the fightino men of 1 ht' ’^'st*r. You 



INSPECTION OF FRENCH MARINES ON BOARD THE “ PROVENCE/' BEFORE 

LANDING AT ATHENS. 






TOKPFDO-KOOM OF A 

iM'long to the same cyelo ; you arc of same 
epic family — a race of heroes who do not know 
imw to surrender, and who are found in all 
Jii'^tory at Roncesvalles with Roland, in the 
last square at Waterloo with Oambronne, 
under th<^ smoking ruins of J>ixmu<le with 
Admiral Ronarc’h.” 

Tht? original strength of the Naval Rriga.de, 
including 250 men with tlie macliiiu'-guns, 
was (),25(), and by March 1, 1015, 11,470 men had 
j a'ned them to reinforet^ their depleted ranks. 
Ot tlie latter number, about 500 w<*r<* wounde<l 
nien wlio returned to the front, from wliich it 
'[)pears that the total number of the Fusiliers 
Marins sent to the Relgian front actually 
a[)j)roximated to 0,200 men. The casualties 

• unounted to soinetliing like one-half of this 
figure, and the General Commanding tlie grou]) 
‘>1 armies of the North said that no 

troops in any age had done wJiat the 
Ma.rines had achieved in bravery and long 
' nduranee. 

NN’hen the greater part of the Naval Rrigade 
i' lt the zone of the armies, in November, 1915, 

< General JotTro expressed his gratitude for th*' 
noble service rendered in the plains of the Yser, 
t Nieunort and at Dixmude, which, he said, 
^\ould remain to the armies as an example oi 
\\arlike ardour, of the spirit of sacrifice, and of 
' Icvotion to the country. “ Les Fusiliers Marins 

• ^ lours Chefs pen vent etre fiers des nouvelles 


FRENCH BATTLESHIP. 

])ages qii’ils out ([‘crites au Livre de leur corps." 
Admiral Laea/.e, then Minister of Mariin*, on 
Di'cember 12, 1015, brought ({i‘nera.l ,Ioffre’s 
order to the knowledge* of those* fe)r whe)m it was 
int<*ndcd, and addl'd an expression of gratitude 
of the whole* Newy te) those at the* fre>nt who 
had ('ome* tee be* kne>w'n as “ La (}ai*de*.” Th<*se* 



ADMIRAL RONARC’H, 
General of the Fusilier.^ Marins. 


two orders were authorized to be pejstod in the* 
batteries eif Freneh warsbijis, and in the depart- 
ments in the dexjkyards under the naval device : 
“ He>nne*ur et Pat rie* ” - 1 here to remain per- 
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THH DIXMUnK MARINES FSCORTING GENERALS LYAU'IEY AND BAl FOURIER 
AFTER THE PRESENTATION. (See illustration on pa^e 73.) 


nuincTitly, said the ^Tinistcr, “pour (jue lt‘s 
i';(iuipa^(^s do domain saohent oo fju’ils auront a 
faire pour se inontrer digius de.s Marins de 
Dixmude et de TVser.” 

Nc»t a word was said hy the eminent 

Frenchmen exceeded the merits of the brave, 
indefatigable and undaunted Naval Brigade. 
Not often does it fall to the men of the s<*a to 
be so aeelaimed. Tlie sih'iit work of the French 
Navy, its long watches in all seasons and all 
weathers, its courage, fortitude and -self- 
sacrifice whc'iiever it encountered tlie^perils of 
the sea or the a.ssaults of the enemy, were every 
whit as meritorious as the services of the «ea-^ 
men on shore, but the [)ersonal bravery of men 


is more easily ob.serv’’ed on land than are th(» 
supremo characteristics and qualities and the 
heroi(5 actions and k^ng endurance of the men 
who go down in shif)s to the sea. The seaman 
has not always receiv^ed his just reward nor been 
(esteemed at liis true value. When the battle- 
ship J.ianguedoc was launched at Bordeaux, 
on April 29, 1915. M. Augagneur, then Minister 
of Marine, rightly ('xpressed the gratitude of 
France to the EVench Navy, but said tri^y that 
its work, because it was silent, was not always 
judged at its real worth. “ 11 a fallu lo canon 
des Dardanelles pour satisfairo Topinion 
publique, dispos6a a croirc £i I’inaction quand 
ractiori ne lui apparait pas sous I’aspect des 
batailles,” 


CHAPTER CLXXXIII 


T«E CAMPAIGN IN GERMAN 
EAST AFRICA (II.) 


Kvents in East Africa, March-October, 1916 — Internal Affairs of the German Protectorate 
— Supplies Plentiful-- Von Lettovv-Vorbeck’s War Measures — British Residents’ Harsh 
Treatment — Natives Reduced to Slavery — Blockade Runners Land Munitions- 
Kilimanjaro Campaicjn — General Ticjiie’s Plans Adopted by General Smuts — Van Deventer 
Seizes Taveta — Latema Nek Action — General Stewart’s Flankino Movement Fails — 
Fight at Kahe — Conquest of Kilimanjaro and Meru Completed — General Smuts’s Future 
Plans — A Heterogeneous Army — Van Deventer’s March South — Kondoa Trangi Seized 
Von Lettow-Vorbeck’s Attack on Van Deventer Fails — Rainy Season Stops Operations — 
Transport Troubles — Pare and Usambara Occupied — Smuts’s March to Handeni — Tanga 
AND Ragamoyo Captured — ^The Navy's Help— Van Deventer Reaches the Central Railway 
- Nguru Operations — The Fight at Dakawa — Escape of the Enemv- Combined Movement 
BY Smuts and Van Deventer — Mrogoro Occupied — Von Lettow-Vorbec k Again Escapes — 
Germans Driven into Rufi.ti Area — Belgian Occupation op Ujjji and Tabora — All Northern 
German East Africa Conquered. 


T the beginning of March, 1916, when 
(iejieral Smuts opened his campaign 
in East Africa, the Germans, after 
nineteen months of warfare, still held, 
with one or two trifling exceptions, the whole 
of their protectorate? as well as the Taveta 
elistrict on the British side of the frontier in the 
Kilimanjaro region. By tlie end of the 
J^eptember following the enemy had lost all 
the nortliern half of the protectorate, as well 
as the southern seaboard and the western and 
«oiith -western borderllflnds (adjoining the Great 
Lakes). Every town of any importance in 
German East Africa, as well as lioth the 
railway systems, had passed into the jiossession 
of the British or Belgians. The Germans had 
also suffered very heavy losses in men and 
munitions. But Col. von Lettow-Vorbcck, the 
comniander-in-chief, had avoided a decisive 
^^Dgagement, and still had a considerable, Avell- 
diseiplined force. In October, 1916, he was 
established in and north of the - valley of the 
Vol. Xlf—Part 146. 


Rufiji river — south of Dar-cs-Salaam — while 
German detachments held th(? Mahengc.* plateau 
in the south central part of I lie country. 

Three distinct bodies of troops w(*re engaged 
against t he Germans : ( I ) tlie J^ast African Force 
under Gen. Smuts, uhieh attacked the main 
German army from the nortli, (2) tlie Belgian 
Expeditionary Force, under Gi‘n. T6mb(?iir, 
which invaded German territory on the north- 
west, beUveen Lake Tanganyika and Victoria 
Nyanza, and (3) the Hhodesia-Nyasaland Force, 
under Brig.-G(‘n. Northey, whicdi advanced into 
German territory from the south-west, between 
Lakes Tanganyika and Nyasa. In addition, 
Portuguese troops w^ere engaged along the 
southern bonier of German Fast Africa, while 
Gen. Smuts rec(‘ived very effective hoii from 
the Royal Navy. * 

Neither the Belgians nor Gen. Northey 
invaded German East Africa until after the 
clo.se of th<^ first phase of Gen. Smuts’s cam- 
paign, and not until 1916 was more than half 
77 
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over did their advance directly afTect the 
course of the main operations. This will be 
readily appreciated wJien the v ast size of and 
the diflicnlties of transport in the German 
protf'ct orate are remembered. I'he places 
whc*net) (hmerals Smuts and Xorthey respec- 
tively iiivaded (jJerman Kast Afric^a were 550 
miles apart in a direct linti, while the Belgian 
base* was some 800 miles from either of the 
British bas(‘s. it was ii r<*al achievement in 



TRANSPORT DIFFICULTIES: A RIVER 
IN FLOOD. 

General Smuts in Foreground. 


organization wliich (*nabled tlu' various ex- 
pc‘flit ionary forc(*s t t) eo-ojienite. This lli<‘y 
did as the op<*rations went on, but- at th<* 
outset (ten. Smuts, as has been indieat(*d, was 
working indi'pendent ly. Ilis first undt'rtaking 
was the conepK^st of the Kilimanjaro and Meru 
region. Tliis was a task limited in scope- and 
<*ompl('te ill itst'lf, a-nd did not n(*cessarilv 
c'ommit Gen. Smuts to oia? particular plan in 
his flirt her operat ions. 

Th(‘ situation at tlu' o])ening of 1017 was 
set lorth in (Miaptt‘r (-L\\ (Vol. X.), where 
also the events of lOU-Ki are recordi'il. The 
position as it affectiMl the offensive under- 
taken by (Jen. Smuts may be brit'fly r<*ca.Ued. 
Ala jor-( lt*n. Sir Mi(*hac*l 'rights* who then 
commaiak'd tlu‘ foici's iii Britisli faist Africa, 
liad already been reinforced by tlie 2nd South 
African Infantry Brigadi', wliich he k(*pt as a 
separate unit. lb' had formed his original 
commaml into two divisions the 1st K. A. 
division under Alajor-(Jen. J. AI. Stewart, and 

^ (Jenrml 'tiglio was niado a K.C.M.G. in i*cco^niti*)n 
of 1»»8 '«oi"\'ices ill liast Africa. 


the 2nd K. A. Division under Brig-Gen. 
Alalleson. These divi.sions included the 2nd 
Baft. Loyal North Lancashire Regt., the 25th 
Balt. Royal Fusilu?rs (Legion of Frontiersmen), 
the 2nd Rhodesia Regt., the Fast Africa 
Alounted Kiflos and other volunteer bodies 
raist'd from the Furopean settlers in, and 
the native's of, British East Africa ; batta- 
lions of the King's African Rifles (almost 
all natives of East Africa, but including 
Sudanese), and various battalions of the 
Indian Army and Indian Imperial Service 
troops. (j|en. Tighe had, moreover, drawn up 
a plan for the conquest of Kilimanjaro, a 
plan to which, with slight modifications, 
Gen. Smuts adlu'red. 

Before describing the conquest of Kilimanjaro 
an indication of internal conditions in the 
( U'rman protectorate will prove helpf ul. As t he 
narrative giv^en in Chapter CLV. has shown. 
Col. \M)n j..et tow-Vorbeck was a very capable 
soldier. He was a man f>f great detennira ion, 
he exereised immense influenee over his 
otlicers and he was the insi>iring spirit of t he 
d('fc'nc('. It was rumoured that lie had served 
on till' Boi'r side in the Soiitli African AVar ; 
he liad commanded in (Uuneroon and had 
personal know ledge of bush-tighting. He had 
organized and drilled a large* native foree, and 
he had impressi'd nearly all thi^ Germans of 
military age in the eountry.* He had, to a 
large' extent, e'ffaceel the bad e^ffect of the 
anti-Alosleiii meive'uie'nt initiate'el by the* 

Gov'e*riior, Dr. Se'hne'c, before the outbre'ak eif 
the war a.nel he liael rallied te) his st-andarel 
many of the Aralis. Tiiis suppe>rt was obtaiiicel 
])artly by state'iiu'nts which thei Arabs inte'r- 
pri'tcd as a j>roinise> to restore the sUwe traele 
sliould the Ge'rmans ])rove successful. TJa* 
belief in the restoration of the slave traele 
ae.u;e>uuteel feir the sympathy with Germanv 
shemii by some of the i^anzibar Arabs, whe) 
feiurul iue*ans e)f conveying valuable' infomiatieiii 
te> Dar-es-Salaam, t^speeially bi'feire the estab- 
lisluue'iit e)f the bleickade of the ceiast on 
Fe'briiary 28, 1915. (After the conquest of 
Kilimanjare) many Arabs, disillusioned, gave 
up the* German cause. Otliers had never 
embrac'cel it and several leading Arab nier- 
ehants suffereel frriin Ge^rman rapacity.) At 
first there was a party arnemg the Germans m 

♦ Ships* crews, shop assisttints, professioTial rnon, all 
and sundry, were called to the colours. Of throe 
(iorinans raptured in a skirmish one was an estate 
manager, one a lawyer, and the third a railway guard. 
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\1 Uutt i • I ry. 


LIEUT.-GENEHAL J. C. SMUTS. 
Commander-in-chief, East African Expeditionary Force 


Kast Africa averse from a f’lglit to a tuiisti 
with the British. This jiarty is credited with 
liaviiig had the synipatliy if not the support of 
the Governor, whose wife was a New Zealand 
lady. Its inenibers included many of the 
planters, and its idea was to make terms witli 
the British on the lines afterwards accepted 
l\v the Germans in South-West Africa 


namely, that all farmers, planters, traders, 
merchants and missioiuiries should he allowed 
to (uirry on their avocations undisturluMl. 
Whatever ehanec this party might have had 
of obtaining a liearing vanished with the total 
defeat of the atteiiipt of the British to seize 
Tanga in November, 11U4. Thereafter von 
Uettow'-Vorbeck was mastcT of the situation. 



80 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


Besides his military measures he adopted all 
the usual Clermau methods of proeedure to 
mislead his public. Thus belief that Britain 
had lost India was so widespread that the 
^ovo-rnor of Mafia Island, on his surrender, 
was astounded when told that lie would be 
deported to India. TTe apjieared to be con- 
vincc'd that “ th(^ Pat bans ” had by then 
(January, 1915) conquered that country. Again, 
wh(‘n Italy joined in the war, it was announced 
at some of the Clovernment stations that she had 
joincMl (lermany ; the Ttalian flag was hoisted 


scattered over German Bast Africa, were not 
interned, but all their goods which tho Govern- 
ment desired were forcibly requisitioned, and 
jiayment made in valueless paper money. 
Their trade with the natives was also largely 
cut off and many of them were ruined. Swahili 
and Arab merchants likewise suffered from 
German extortions. 

Towards tho natives the attitude of the 
Gorman authorities was “ utilitarian.” Tt was 
governed by w’hat Col. von Lettow-Vorbock 
considered military necessities. The adherents 



NEW MOSHI IN THE HANDS OF THE GERMANS. 
Native troops on parade. 


sid(‘ by side with the (Jerman and Moslem 
flags and some Italian resiileiits were even 
induced to join the German ranks. llatr€*d 
of th<’* British was not general among t]i<> 
(h‘rmen civilians in Bast. Africa, but was 
exhibited by the oflicials, especially in their 
treatment of the missionaries — women as w(‘ll 
as nu'ii. Nearly all Kuropean enemy aliens, 
travi'lh'rs, traders, missionaries ami ])lanters, 
with their wives and children, were placed in 
concentration camps, where tlie accoiuiiiodatiou 
and food were alike bad. Special indignities 
were inflicted upon the members of the Church 
Missionary Society, both by the Germans and 
their native soldiers, with the avowed object of 
lowering the prestige of the English in tho eyes 
of the natives. The British Indians, of whom 
several thousands, mostly shopkeepers, were 


of the British missions were, without any 
proof, regartled as hostile, and their leadt^rs, 
clergy, tt^achers and others, were deported to a 
native internment camp, where thfiir treatme^nt 
was extremely brutal. Natives living near the 
frontier were removed to tho centre of the 
country and treated as prisoners of war on the 
supposition (well founded) that they would 
welcome and aiil the British invaders. In this 
manner largo areas were depopulated and 
tribal life completely broken. But the chief 
value of the natives in German eyes was as 
soldiers or carriers. Tho number of natives 
forcibly enrolled in the Army is put as high as 
50,000 ; tho manner in which their enrolment 
and the requisitioning of natives for transport 
work — women os well as men — was carried 
out practically reduced the country to a state ot 
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slaverv. After enrolment, the afikari (as t};e 
native soldiers arc called*) wc?re well treated, 
("are was taken to draw them from the most 
warlike tribes. The carriers, regarded simply as 
beasts of burden, though they were sometimes 
used as a screen for the troops, received no con- 
sideration from their masters. “ When on the 
iiiaroh if a porter could not l^e forcc^l any longer 
to carry his load on account of weakness, 
through sickness or from hunger or thirst, and 
was therefore no longer of any use to them, h(^ 
was shot or bayontd/od, and his body hdt by tlu^ 
roaclside — a striking reversion to old Aral) 
slavery methods. ”t Evidence of the appalling 
cruelty with which these carriers were treated 
wiiH obtained by the British during the cam- 
paign. The Moslems among the natives, a 
very small community — the East African 
“ Arab,’* though tlireo -quarters negro, is noveu- 
reckoned a native — received consideration, nor 
was there any special ill-treatment of the people 
apart from that inflicted by “ military oxigen- 
(!ies.” There was among them much dis- 
content, but the success of (Iferman arms up to 
March, 1916, and the high stato of discipline 
to which the askari had been brought prevented 
any rising, thotJgh in the north-western part of 
the protectorate, where the tribes had never 
been completely subdued, several chiefs and 
their followers joined the Belgians as soon as 
they entered the comitry. 

Ih several respects the arrangements made 
either by Col. von Lotto w-Vorbeck or by the 
(lovernor were admirable. The civil adminis- 
tration was carried on by Dr. Hchnee from 
Mrogoro,t every consideration was sub- 

ordinated to military necessities. Though cut 
off by the British blockade from outside sup- 
plies, tlie Gormans for a long while lacked 
little — a shortage of clothing was first apparent. 
Supplies of European foods of all kinds ami in 
large quantities had just boon imported when 
war broke out. This had boon done, such was 
the official explanation, for the benc^fit of the 
thousands of visitors who were expected to 
attend the exhibition at Dar es- Salaam, which 

* From the Arabic ankar army ; cf. Persian lafthkar — - 
army, whence the word lascar, applied first by Eiiro- 
to men in military service. 

f From an articio in tho African Society’s Journal 
lor April, 1917, by tho Kev. J. H. Briggs, of tho G.M.S. 
Mr. Briggs w’aa ono of the missionaries intorned in 
German East Africa, and his account of conditions in 
that country. has been drawn upon in this chapter. 

t Hero a daily newspaper was published. It dwindled 
*lown by Sept., 1916, to a single sheet, filled mainly 
"ith official and obituary notices and tobacconists* 

t^dvertiseinents. 


was to hav(^ been opened on August 12. 1914. 
Apparently also arms and munitions vver(> 
imported for tho saim? [purposes, and two 
iioroplaiics were brought oxer s[)ecially to 
iinjm'ss f he imfives. It happened, too, that in 
1914 in most districts tho natives had supplies 
of corn ill hand, and tho eattlo disease had b(M*ii 
stamped out. Both corn and cattle were? 
“ ref[uisitioued ” for the mH'ds of tlui askart. 



Ceneral smuts and his chief of 

STAFF, GENERAL GOLLYER. 

Food depots werf^ estahlislu'd hy (’ol. von 
Lettow-Vorbeck all over tho protectorate, ami 
th<^ native chief of each district was compelled 
to deliver corn to the doxiots. *J'’ho carriers li(‘ 
had to obtain were under military discifiline 
ami wore often chaimvl together to prevent 
their escape. For the ])enefit of the whiter 
population all European food supplies in the 
.stores of tho tradi'rs were likewise requisitioned, 
and the country itself furnished plenty of milk, 
butter and eggs. Tho lack of sugar was largely 
cciinpcnsated for hy tho abundance of wild 
honey — boos are exceedingly numerous in 
East Africa. Articles they could not import 
tho Gormans endeavoured to manufacture, 
ami with considerable 8ucce.ss. Spirits (ben- 
zine, wliisky and brandy), soap, biscuits, 

14(5-z 
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rhooolate, tea, quinine, cigars and cigarettes, 

,11 were manufactured, and enougli calico 
^vas made from the cotton grown in the planta- 
fions to clothe the askari. Serviceable boots 
nt‘re made from locally tanned hides. 

T1 will be seen that Col. von Ltd tow-Vorbeck 
liad little to fear with res})ect to maintaining 
his armies in the field. Probably his chief 
uiixiet y was as to his supply of munitions. The, 
f(»r him, fortunate destrucrion of tlie t'onigs- 
biTg in the estuary of th(^ Rufiji had sup]>lied 
him with f(Hi 4‘1-incli and otlier naval guns as 
\\('ll as ammunition for them, and had juit at 
his standee some 000 trained seamen. Put in 
a prolonged contest ho must have feared the 
('xhaustion of his munitions. Ho was again 
la.\ ( Hired, for two ships carrying arms, ammu- 
nition and hospital su])plies* evaded th<' 
British bloekade and successfully laiuled their 
stores. One of these blockade runn(*rs got 
through about the middle of 191o, the other 
t'arly in 1010 —at the tim<' when the Kilimanjaro 
operjitions were in [U*ogr<‘ss. Itefererice was 
made in Chapter CLV. (page 144) to the 
smuggling in of arms and ammunition in 1015 ; 
th(' failure of the Navy to prevent tlu' second 
vess(*l diseliarging its <*argo resulted in the 
addition of a large stock of ammunition, besides 
some ho wit /.ors and trimcli guns, to the Cermaus’ 
store, ill a time, too, when supplies were he- 
giiuiing to g(‘t low. Strange stories were told 
about tlie si'coiid bloekad(' runner, it ^\as 
said tha.1 she went ashore off the coast, that, it 
was four days before she floated off, and tliat 
altogether sh<^ look throe wt^eks to unload her 
cargo. Besides munitions she brouglit, as had 
th(‘ 1015 ship, drugs, wine, mosquito nets and 
<'lothiiig. Not all the Ceruuins in Hast Afric’a 
were pleased that an unwonted lack of vigi- 
liuu'c on the ])art of the British Navy had 
alU)\ved them to replenish tlieir munitions. 
Ihi.d they not come in an honourable surrender 
uiigld- have Vioen inevitable after the fall ol 
"Mfogoro and Tabora, and the hopeless struggle 
^'leirtened. 

h'or military purposes Col. von Lettow- 
\ orheck had divdded the country into three* 
m the northern, wdiere his mam force 
'^as concentrated under Major Kraut; tlie 

tho rnodical arrangement of the CJt*nnans in Ea'^t 
Mil. a were good. They had nrn[)]e hospital aceonimo- 

’Moii and the medical ami surgical stafTs wore export 
'■‘d adequate. The a^kari^ loo, wore specially trained 
■ ' the removal of wounded from the hattlefiold. ''I'ho 

'Mi}>er of wounded prisoners captured by the British 

comparatively small. 


south-west or Nyasa force under Count Falken- 
stein, and tin* western or T'ahora force. 
Command of the trooj^s at Tahora was en- 
trust(‘d to Major-Cen. v’on Wahle, a retired 
1 Russian eflieer, who had o]>portun(*ly ,\rriv’ed 
in (lennan Fast Africa a few' days befort* 
w’ar liroke o\it to atttmd the o])('ning of the 
])u.r-<‘s-Salainu Kxliihition. To each of these 
forces soiii(‘ of the leu 4*l-iiieh guns from the 
Konigsbc'rg we re disl ril)uted. 

This sliglit sketch of 1 he eoudit ions in Oc'rmaii 
Fast Alriea sJmws that its eon(|uest was no 
easy uudertiikiug, whilt* to the det^Tiuiiu'd 
opposition of a W(‘ll-armed, wellHliseiplim*d and 
well-letl f()rt*e were added 1 r<*mt‘iulons dilli- 
eiillit'S of eliiiiate and transport . As regards t.lio 
eff(‘Ct of climate, on tlie British sid<* as many 
as two-thirds of the troops, during the 1010 
ojierations, w(U‘»* whites new to the country; 
on tlic (h'rinan side* only some 10 jier emit, of 
tlio troops W ('r(‘ wliitc's. and most, of them had 
he<*ii residents for some pi*riod. As n'gards 
transport the (.h‘rma.ns n.t the outset had 
interior au<l vastly sliort<‘r lines, and as they 
retired tli(‘ir lines Ix'canK* shorti'r and those 
of t.lie British longm*. ()v(‘r and over again 
in Ills dis])atclies ( hai. Smuts recurs to tlio 
deadly t?ff(*c*t-s of the climate and to tlit* almost 
intolerable strain of (wt'r-h'ngthening lines of 
coniinunicaiion. llnh*ss th(‘se factors are con- 
stantly in mind no prop(‘r ap|)reeiation is 
possible of th«‘ aeliiev’Cinents of th(‘ forces 
c‘iigag<*d. Happily in the Kilimanjaro eam- 
]>aign tln\y did not. jilny so great a piart as in 
the subsequent oj)(*rations. 

In .lannary, lOlti, tiie Cerinan Northern 
Army was strongly entrcuiched in British 
territory south-east of Mount Kilimanjaro. 
It hekl 4''a\H*ta (which was 25 miles distant 
from New Moshi, tlu^ t(*rminiis of t heir railway 
from 4'anga), and its advaneeil jiosition w'as at 
Salaita Hill scvh'ii miles ctist of TavcTa on the 
roatl to Voi, a station on t lie ITganda railway. 
Cen. ^righe’s adv anced jiost, at tlie beginning 
of January, was at Maktan, roughly half-way 
betvv(‘<*ii Voi and Tav(*ta, a-nd to that jioint 
ho had built a branch railway. On .laniiary 22 
the 2nd Division, under Brig.-C<‘n. Malleson, 
adv^aiiccd from ]\Taktau to Mhuynni (which 
became the Britisli advanc'd liast ), and tlio 
railway from Voi was brought u]) to Njoro 
drift, only throe miles (*ast of tlie Cernian 
position at Salaita. TJiis indicated one of 
( km. Tighe’s proposed lines of advance, M(‘an- 
time, on January 15, the 1st Division, under 




TYPICAL BUSH COUNTRY AND A GERMAN TRENCH ON THE H4LL.SIUE. 


Mn.j()r*( .1. M. St(*\varl, had Ikvii ortlrrod 

fo occ-npy Loiigido, tiui is<)lat<'d niouiitaiTi 
!i(>rt.h-\v(*st. of Kiliinaiijaro vvJiicli luwl hroii 
tli<* scr!i<‘ of stilT lighting (‘arlior in the war, 
and to do\'olo|) lines of eomnmnicat ions 

witli tJie Magatli hrancdi of tiu* Uganda Rail- 
way, which would enabh' him to draw su^>plies 
from Nairobi. TluMVMifttM* (len. Stcwa-ri, who 
had with him the 1st. South African Mounted 
f brigade under Rrig. -(hui. J. L. \’an Deventer, 
w as to sweep rouiui t lit' west side of Kiliman- 
jaro while (h‘n. Malli'son’s hrigadt^ advanced 
by 'Tavt'ta through the ga]) betw^'en Mount 
lvilimanjji.ro and the Rju'c' Mountains. I'lu* 
objj'ctivj' of both brigjidi's wiis Kjihe, ji station 
on the Tangjj. Raihvjiy, lying just west of tlu' 
ga]). Karly in Kebruary the 2nd South 
Africjin Infjuitrv Rrigjide reachtnl Mombasa 
ami wjis iU om*i> brought- to th<' front. On 
Kebriuny 12 Ucn. Tight* dirt'cttnl (Itni. 
Mjillt'son to maUi* a rtM*onntiissjin(*t* in ft^rct* of 
Si\laita Hill, and, if possible, eject tht^ ent'inv. 
(h*n. Mjt.llt*son selt'ctt'il ft)r this operatit)n tliret* 
battalit>ns of the 1st Hast African Brigjidt* 
and tliree battjdi<^)ns from tht* South .African 
Rrigjxde. Tliey were su]>ported by eigliteen 
guns and howitzers. Salaita was attacked. 


An iso1at(*d hill, covert‘d with denst* jungle, 
it w'as a naturailly strong position, it luid 
bcf*!! cjiref Lilly entr(*nched, jind it w'as held 
in force. Tht* Jb’itish jittack failed, the 
< J<*rnuins counter-jit taicked, Jtml (Jen. Mall(‘son 
was comp<‘ll('d to withdraw. 'Tht* British 
casualties wert* 172, of wdiich number 
w<*re junoiig tlu* South Africans. V^jihuibh* 
information luitl bi*en gaint*d, and, as (tcii. 
Smuts somewhat, tlrily rt*mark(‘d, tht* South 
African Inbuitry Inul l(*iirn(*d some invaluable 
lesst>ns in bush figliting, and also had oppor 
tunity to estimati* the tighting qualities of 
tht*ir en(*my.” A(*custoined to the veld with 
its gr(*ji.t o[)en spjiees the South Africans hath 
ind(*ed, alim)st everything to learn concerning 
bush lighting, and that the Salaita action 
t*ndi*tl JI.S it did was not altogt*ther without it^ 
compensations for the attackers. 

Such was the position when Gen. Smuts, 
on February 10, reached Mombasa. Accoiu 
panietl by Gen. Tighev he immodiat.oly vdsitc'd 
the front, and, having concluded that th* 
propost'd operations were feasible, on arrivjv 
at Nairobi (General Heiulqiiarters) on Fef> 
ruary 2!^ he telegraphed to Lord Kitchem ' 
that he w as prepared to carry out the occiipi' 




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


85 


.[on of tho Kilimanjaro aroa at once. The 
natter was urgent, for unless operations were 
nKlertaken without delay the rainy season 
xoiild hr reached, and nothing would he a})le 
, ) })(' done for iiiontlis. Two days later Lord 
Kitclu'iier’s sanction to his projiosal reaehetl 
♦ ;en. Smuts, and on tlio ninth day following 
; March />) tho offensive was opcaied. Th<‘y 
h;i.(l heen days of great activity, })ut tlic* prc’- 
Imiinarv organization by ({en. Tighe had been 
lliorough that thc*y suHieed to make the 
liiia.1 preparations. As thai. Smuts geiu'rously 
jM'kuowledged, not only did lie adopt Gen. 
Tighe’s ])lan of campaign, but the success of 
tin' operations was in a largo measure due 
!(► his forc'sight and energy. Tn addition, 
(h'li. Tighe, who on (Jen. Smuts’s appoint inent 
jiad berai designated for em|)loyment else- 
whtM'C'. remained in East Africa till the Kili- 
manjaro operations were comphgc'd, taking 
eommand of tho 2nd 1^’a.st African Division, 
riio principal alterations in (km. Tiglu^’s 
plans made by (k^i. Smuts was tn nMuovt' from 
(Jen. St(‘wart's command the 1st South African 
Moiinb'd Llrigadeand to use it , with other troops. 


as an independent unit on the Taveta front. 
At ]\rbiiyiini (4(?n. Vkin I lev t'ntc'r’s (roininand 
w as enlargt'd by the acid it ion of the ,‘lrd South 
African Tntantry llrigade, which had rc'achc'd 
East Africa taco or threes days pn*viouslv. 
In his final arrangeim'nt-s (J(‘n. Smuts disposed 
his forces as follows : — 

1st ICast Afriejui Div ision (iMajord J<‘n. 
Stinvart ) at bongido. 

2ntl Ea.st' At riean Division and Army .Artillery 
(Gen. Tighe) at Al buy uni and Serengcdi. 

1st South African .Mounted llrigad<» and 
.‘Ird S..V. Inf. Hrigad*^ (llrig.d Jen. \kin 1 )event (‘i* ) 
at Mhuyiini and Serengeti. 

Ilescnwc* — 2nd S.A. Inf. Mriga.de at Mbuyuni. 

I Ih^ 2nd E.A. Division w a,s t(.» adviiiu'e against. 
Salaita ; \ an Dmcaitc'r's fore<‘ wa.s to strike 

north-w(‘st, seize the high ground round bake 
( 'hala and dev elop a turning mov cmumt a>ga.inst 
lavetai from th(‘ w'i‘st . V^an Devt*ntt*r and 
^hill(*sou w(*r»‘ thus both opi‘r‘»i.t ing a-gjiinst. the 
niiiin body ot t lu^ German Northtu'ii Army 
w hieh htdd in fore(‘ tli(* gatp between Kilimanjaro 
a.nd the Maira* Mts. Maijor Kraut, it w»is esti- 
matc'd, disposc'd of rifl(‘s, and laid Iti 
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naval and field gims and 37 machine guns. 
The task of the Ist E.A. Division remained as 
planned by Gen. Tigho. From Longido it was 
to strike south between Kilimanjaro and 
Moimt Moru and th(»reafter to cut the enemy s 
lino of retreat at Kahe on the Tanga railway. 
As Gen. Stewart had a longer distance to cover 
he was given two days* start before the advance 
on Taveta began. Ho struck camp at Longido 
on March 5, and by the afternoon of March 6 
his advanced troops had crossed 35 miles of 
waterless bush and established themselves on 
a small hill oast of tlio Engaro (river) Nanjuki. 
By 2 p.m. on March 7 tho whole of Gen. Stewart’s 
division was concentrated at tliis point. On 
the evening of the samo day tho offensive on 
the Mbuyuni froixt was opened by Van Deven- 
ter’s column — mounted men and infantry — 
crossing tlio Sorongoti Plains towards dial a. 


Tho scene of the campaign was altogether re- 
markable. The snow and glacier-clad summit 
of Kilimanjaro towers above Serengeti, which 
is not an open plain, but is mostly covered with 
thick bush. Eastward the plain joins the 
liigh ground around tho footliills of Kiliman* 
jaro, the line of junction being marked by an 
intricate river and lake system. From Mawenzi 
(17,5G4 feet), tho lessor of the twin peaks of 
Kilimanjaro, many torrents flow oast and 
south. In the foothills is a small lake, Chala. 
From it issues a stream which is joined by one 
of the mountain torrents, and is called tho 
Lumi. This river flows south and enters 
another lake, Jipe. North-east of Chala is a 
swam]j, Ziwani, whence issues a stream tribu- 
tary to tho Tsavo. Between C^hala and Jipe, 
and on either bank of tho Lumi, is the straggling 
settlement of Taveta (2,493 foot). The liigh 
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KILIMANJARO. 


rortd to Moslii passos tliroiigh Tuveta, and hero 
tlio Luiiii was CTossod by a substantial bridge?. 

The Gerniau front, wholly in Britisli territory, 
ext(?nded troin the .southern oral of Ziwaui 
svvaiu]), through Taveta — with an outpost at 
Salaita Hill — to the swamps around Lake Jipe 
and the Huwii Rive?r, a distance of over 30 iiiihv, 
33ie enemy left flank was ])rot(?ctod by the 
<langerous,^ broken foothills of Kilii nanjaro, 
th('ir right flank by the tjipe and Ruwii swamps 
and the northern enel of the Pare Mountains, 
while in front, between them and the J.,umi 
River, stretched seven miles of dense busli. 
Their main strength was concentrated between 
Taveta and Lake Jipe. 

Iroin Taveta the Germans had the ad- 
vantages of two roads connected witli the 
Tanga railway. That to Moshi was in excellent 
coi\dition, and the many torrents which came 
<lowu the southern slopes of Kilimanjaro and 
crossed it were all bridged. The second road 
'vas itiferior, but quite passable, and hafl been 
improved to meet military needs. It led 
^outh-west to Kaho, tlirough a region of forest, 
^'vatnps and rivers. Near Taveta tliis route 
passed between two hills, Latema and Reata, 
’md it was on those hills that the Gormans had 
their strongest positions. 


Gen. Van D(^ venter’s advance was highly 
successful. 3310 mounted men reached the 
Lumi near the soiith end of Ziwani swamp ; the 
infantry, simultaneously, reached th(? river 
east of (3mla. The crossings wt^re seized early 
in the morning of March 8, and the enemy 
forced to withdraw from the Ghala jjosition. 
An enemy detachment of 300 to r>0(l cut «)ff 
by Van Deventer’s advance, cre])t through tiu? 
thick bush lining the river and attacked the 
infantry outposts, but was driven back and 
retired nort hward. On March 0 Man Dev<mt(*r’s 
mount tul men got astride the Moshi road behind 
Taveta. This disconcerted the enemy, who 
during ihe day (?\'acuatetl "i’aveta, falling back 
by the Kaho road. M(*antime the 2nd 
Division, under (jtai. Tighe, had bombarded 
Salaita Hill— over which floated the green 
standard of the Prophet as well as the German, 
flag — on March 8, and the infantry of his 
fir.st brigade had advanced and dug thein- 
selves in, preparatory to an assault on the 
0th. On that day the bombardment of 
Salaita was continued till 2 p.m. The 
infantry then advanced, only to find 
that the bombardment, coupled with Van 
Deventer’s turning movement, had caused 
the garrison to rctrc?at. Though mounted 
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moil wrrci sent in pursuit th(i jjfarrison got 
eloar away. 

The Gormans quickly repented of Ijaving 
abandoned Tavota, and early on ^farch 10 sent 
a strong body to reoeeiipy it. Ihit still earlier 
in the morning Van Dciventer had s(mt a regiment 
of Soutli African Horse from ('hala to the same 
spot, and it had “ made good ” Taveta before the 
Germans* appeared. A sliarp encounter ended 
in the retreat of tlu^ enemy, who wore hotly 
pursued by the South African Horse and Field 
Artillery, to their Lateina-lleata position. 

Gen. Smuts did not know whether the main 
enemy force had retired along the Moslii or the 
Kahe road, but in any case it was necessary 
to oc'cupy the batema-Reata position, and 
operations against it were ordered for TVTareh 11. 
'rhere ensued one of the stiffest fights in the 
whole campaign in Fast Africa. The (Jennans 
knew the great strength of their positions, they 
liad liitherto liad the advantage in the struggle 
since the war began and they belie v'od that the 
revc'rsc^ at- Taveta might bo retrieved. There 
was too, then, a general belief among tlie 
German residents that the British troojis 
in Fast Africa wert‘ urgently ne(‘ded for the 
defence of Fgypt, and it was thought tliat 
if the British were defeated at Kilimanjaro 
the (ierinan protectorate would be saved 
from invasion. 

Brig. -Gen. IMalleson, with the 1st Brigade of 
the 2n<l F.A. Division, was selected “to clear 
up the situation and, if possible, make good 
the nek.” The force at his dispo.-ial, which was 
altogether inadecpiate to the ta.sk assigned it, 

t 

was thus composed ; — ■ 

BoltiolcVs Sfcnits (a vuliintuor foroo raised in Uritidi 

* For convrnionuo all tlio troops employed are styled 
generally German or British. Only where necessary 
i.s the exact composition of tlio force indicated. 


THE VOI-KAHE LINE. 

East Africa); Mounted Infantry Co. ; Nos. 6 and 8 Field 
Battc*ries ; No. 134 Howitzer Battery ; 2nd Rhodosia’i 
Regt. ; 130th Baluchis; 3rd King’s Africati Riflos ; 

Machine Gun Battery, Loyal North Liiucs. Rogt. ; and 
a Vohmtoor Machine Gun Co. 

A spur of Latema Hill, which commands th(» 
j)a.ss from tlio north, was chosen as the objec- 
tive, and at tt tpiarter to twelve the troops 
advaiiiced to the attack. The 130th Baluchis 
on the right and tlte 3rd K.A.R. on the kd't 
formed the firing line. The attack was sup- 
ported by artillery at a range of about 3,500 
yards, and the mounted troops watched on the 
flanks. As they approaclied the bush-clad 
slopes of T..atoma the Baluchis and K.A.R. came 
under very heavy fire. The Germans had field 
guns and pom-poms in action beside^s niunerous 
machine guns, while their rifle fire was steady and 
accurate. Despite much gallantry the assault- 
ing trooi>s nmde little headway and at 4 p.m. 
the Germans were still in full possession of the 
ridge. At this hour, wrote (^en. Smuts in his 
dispatch covering the Kilimanjaro operations, 
“ (Jen. Alalleson, who was seriously indisposed, 
asked to bo relieved of his command, and I 
directed General Tighe to assume command 
of the operations personally.” At tho same 
time the Force Reserve, which had just reached 
Taveta, reinforced the 2nd Division with the 
5tli S.A. Battalion. The course of the fight from 
this point is vividly described by (Uen. Smuts. 

On the arrival of the 5th South African Infantry 
General Tighe (wrote General Smuts in his dispatch) 
f>rtlered tho Rhodesians to advance, and to carry tho 
King's African Rifles forward with them in an assault 
on the Latema ridge, the 13(hh Baluchis co-operatiUr; 
vigorously on the right. All grouml gained wa.s to bo 
once made good. 'Pho 9th Field Battery and 6th South 
African Field Battery, as they arrived in Taveta, wero 
brought into action in support of the attack. 
a'isa\flt was gallantly pressed home, especially by the 
Rhodesians, h\it failed to make good the ridge, Tlic 
3rd K.A.R., who had l>een hotly engaged since the oiirsel. 
had the misfortune to lose their gallant leader, Lieut.- 
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I'oloricl B. Orahatii, and sevoml otlirr oflioorw. 

ilfiioral I'igho found it necessary to support tlir* Kaluchis 
^vith half the 5th South African Infantry, and t further 
r. iiiforced the 2nd Division with tho 7th South African 
Infantry. 

I’his latter battalion reac'hed General Tigho about 
S p.m., and shortly afterwards ho decided that tho best 
( luince of quickly dislodging tho enemy from their position 
on the nek was to send in the two South African Bat- 
talions with tho bayonet by night. 

Night operatioriH in donso bush were fraught 
itU considerable risk, but Oen. Tighe did not 
hesitate to take the risk, and the ultimate result 
just ified his action. Moreover, tho moon was in 
the first quarter and aided movement iqj to 
jiiiilnight.* 


1'l»o night ndv’ance of tho two South Africati Bat- 
talions was ably orgojtiizcd and galUuitly lod by biout.- 
Colonel Byron, Commanding 5th South African Infantry. 
Tho 7th South African Infantry formed tho first line, 
with the 5th in support. They advi^iu^ed with great 
dasli lliroiigh tho bush, which proved to be much thicker 
than was anticipated, driving the enemy before them 
till tho latter was on tho crost, where ho chocked our 
advance. A certain amount of disintegratinn was in- 
evitable in a night advance through the »lerise thorn 
hush in tho face of stubborn opposition. Groups of 
men and individuals who got separated from their 
lea l«'rs liad no course but to fall back to the position 
where tho 1st Kast Afri(;an Brigade w'as formed up in 
general reserve, about 1,500 yards oast of tho nek. 

(*()luii 0 l Byron had issued instructions that, on roatdi- 
iiig tho crest, bieut. -Colonel Froeth, commanding 
tile 7th South African Infantry, and Major 'I’hompson, 
of the same battalion, should wheel outwairds ainl 
inaki' good tho heights north and south of tho nek 
resiieedivcly, while Colonel Byron himself seeure<l the 
actual nek. Tliese two gallant ollieors most ably carrieal 
out their task. (Colonel Froeth fdught his way up tho 
stoop spurs of batema till ho found that tho party with 
him had dwindled to 18 men. Ito was joined by a few 
of the Rhodesians and King’s African Rifles, who had 
clung on to tho crest of tho ridgo after tho assault in 
tho evening, and tho small party held on till ilaylight. 
Major 'Fhompson wheeled tow'ards Rcata with 170 men 
and dug himself in in an advantageous position. About 
midnight Colonel Byron reache<l the nek w'ithin 30 yards 
ot tho enemy’s main position. 'The opposition here w^as 
very stubborn. At one point Major Mainprise, K.K.. 
Hrigado Major, and 22 men were kilksl by the conc<*n- 
trated fire of three machino guns, and Colonel Byron 
who was himself slightly wounded, reached the nek with 
only 20 men. Tho enemy was still in a position w'hieh 
commanded the ground he had won, and, finding it 
irn possible either to advance or to hold his ground. Ini 
Has reluctantly compelled to withdraw. 

Moanwhilo General 'I'igho foiuid it extremely diflleidt 
to ktH'p touch with the progress of tho fight, of whieli ho 
fould only judge by the firing and tho n'ports of ofTi<*ors 
arul others sent back from the ridge, w'ho naturally were 
only cognizant of events in their own immediate vicinity. 
About 1 a.m, several requests for reinforcements reaelwcl 
‘nn, and ho ordered forward the 130th Baluchis. These* 
•'dvanced at 1.20 a.m., and shortly m *t Col. Byrt n, 
^'ho mported that he hod ordered his small party to 
I* tire. General Tighe accordingly re-formed his for<*o 
*'• ‘<l dug ill astride tho road to await daylight. Attempts 
*'* gain touch with Colonel Freeth and Major 'rhomp'^on 

■ailt-d. 


t-ppoared* as if the fight wore but half won,* 
the Germans had suffered more heavily 
’ 'i‘4n their opponents realised. Gen. Smuts had 


at 4.30 a.m. on March 12 actually ordered Gen. 
Tighe to withdraw his wlujle force fartlier back, 
and tho withdra\val was in progress when jjatrols 
brought in tho news that tlie cnomy was in full 
retreat toward.s Kahe. Tho artillery was 
brought up to shell tho Germans in their retire- 
ment, but effective pursuit through the dense 
forest could not bo attempted. The Germans 
carried away nearly all their gims, all their 
wounded and most of their dead, but between 
40 and 50 bodies were found in the abandoned 
position, besides a 0 cm. gun and three machine 
guns. T]i( 5 British casualties, killed and 
wounded, were about 270. In this engagement 
the South Africans showed that they were apt 


I 
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[Front ** The Conquest of German East.** 

MAJOR-GENERAL VAN DEVENTER. C.B., 
Divisional Commander under Gen. Smuts. 

scholars in the art of bush figlit ing, while iu)thing 
(tould excec*d the gallantry sh(»wii by the 130th 
Baluchis and the 3rd K.A.H., some of whom 
were in action over 10 hours.* 

Gen. \"ari Deventer in )iis advance* from 
Taveta encountered ce)in]>aratively slight re- 
.sistanee, and on Marc*h 13 h(^ occupied Moshi 
unopposed. But on the*ir ret inncTit tho emeiny 
liad destroyed all the numerous bridges along 

♦The fight of March 11 wa-* at first called tho Kitovo 
action, after tlui g.jncral name of the hills of which 
T..atcina and Rcata form jiart. 
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road, and thus early in tlie eainjiaign 
. (liculties of rationing the force made tliem- 
rlves felt. 

|*>om Lateina and from ^loshi the Germans 
,,;vd withdrawn towards Kalu*. Tliat ]ilaee, it 
will be remembered, *v\^as the objective of tlie 
l>t Division, which under Gen, Stewart had left 
i.niigido on March .5 to outflank the enemy by 
iiuirehing westward of Kilimanjaro. The good 
jiiogiH'ss it achieved in the first few days — 
already chronicled — wPvS not maintaiiied. On 
March 8 it was at a x^laco called Geraragua, 
wliere was a large enemy camp. The German 
4 *oimiiander retired and Gen. Stewart burnt tlie 
raiup. But, though he met with ordy slight 
»)]>l>(>sition from the enemy, the country Gen. 
Stewart had to traverse was covered with 
lieavy bush and ho liad many troubh's with his 
transtiort, whicli was partly ox-drawn, partly 
motor. On March 0 Gen. Stewart halted to 
reconnoit re and to let his supplies come up. lie 
ha.lt(‘d again on the 10th in consequence of the 
^‘xluiusted state of the ox-t ransport, and because 
iill t lu* bridges on the direct mad had been blow n 
lip by the enemy, wlio also blocked tlie road 
with masses of thorn bush. A dillicult track 
farther wi^st was found, and at. midday on the 
loth Die advance was resumed through <‘oun- 
try w’Ikm’o lions, elejihants, and “ rhinos ” dis- 
pul<'d man’s right tif way. Rain .also liinderiHl 
tlie inovemonts of the infantry, and it was not 
until March 13 tliat the Ist- Division reaclunl 
beina .langombe, on tlie \vi\sterii flank of 
Kilimanjaro). Hero (Jen. Stewart was informed 
hy tel(‘gram that tlie enemy had already 
avoided eneirclement, and the 1st Division w as 
ord(‘ivd to make diro'ct to Now Moslii, insto'ad 
of continuing its march to Kahe, It reached 
New Moshi on the 14th, w4iere it joincxl iqi witli 
^ an Deventer’s force. On ]\Tarcli 19 Gen. 
J^lew art left for India. 

The turning movement liad failed, and the 
cfimpanies (about 1,200 men) who had been 
<H)poaing Gen. Stew art had passed through New 
.Moshi en route to Kahe on the night of 
-March 12,* It is, however, somewhat doubtful 
w hether the 1st K.A. Division, had it reached 
Kahe in time, was strong enough to hold it 
aizaiiiMt the force the Germans could have con- 
■ entrated there. . 

1 he Dorman commander wa'^ sov'oroly censured by 
"loncl von beitow- Vorbock for not oj)posiiig Deiioral 
’“Harts advance, and, it is staiod, coinmittod suicide. 

’ i" known that through fear of Colonel von Lo'tow- 
\''i lock’s displeasure at lea^t two German oilieers 
' "ejiniitod suicide. 


At Kahe the c*nemy occupied jiositions offer- 
ing great advantages to tlio defenci'. They 
stretched, south of the Taveta-^Eoslii road, along 
tlie gap between Kilimanjaro and the 3 hire 
IMoimlains, a gap wdiicli lias been already de- 
scribed as a region of forest, swain])s and rivers. 
Tlie rivers were some of tiio head streams of (ho 
Ihingani. Of those the Himo, Mwe, and Ran 
flow south from Kilimanjaro, each in turn 
joining the Ruwii (or Uufu), whieli has an east 
to west direction, curving round tlio northtu’n 
end of the Rare ATountains. As tlu'se heights 
turn south, near Kalie, so does the Rmvu, wdiieli 
from this point is usually know n as the Rangani. 
The road from Tanga and Usarnbara k(M»[)s 
close to the western scarp of the Ran' Moun- 
tains and goes on past the western end of “ tlio 
gap ” to ^loshi. Rarallel to and west of the 
road is the railway, and both road and railway 
cross tho lluwii (Rangani) near Kahe. ''riio 
G(*rman force's were posted along tho Mwe and 
llimo, between whicli siri'ams is tho Jiigh road 
to Kahe ; along tho Ruwu, and at lvalue railw ay 
station and tho adjacent Kalu' Hill. 

To turn the'iu out of these positions was 
Gen. Smnts’s next undi'rtaking. 4’lio ])rineipal 
operations were untrusU'd to Brig. -Gen. S. 11. 
Slu'ppanl, ^vllO liad c<.)mii landed one of tho 
brigades of tho 1st K.A. Division. 4’Jie attack 
began ein March IH on a front extending from 
Batema Nek to the Mwe, Shepjiard advancing 
along the Mwe -Kahe road. Tliere was sharp 
fighting on tlic' l.Sth, 10th and 2()th. Shep- 
pard’s force advanced on tlic 18tli along Die 
road tei Kahe as far as Masai Kraal, and on t he 
lOtli pushed the enemy back to Stor(', four 
miles further south. There, on tlie 20th, liis 
cam£> was heavily but unsuccessfully attacked 
from 0.30 p.iii. till midnight. Tlie enemy 
advanced with bugles blow ing and with much 
shouting, to lie mown down by machine-gun 
fire. Again and again, with great, bravt'ry, 
the attack was reiieati'd, but tlic^ British Jiiu s 
wi're never rc'ach(‘d, though a few bo<lies were 
found within five yartls of the tr(‘nehes. 

On the aftf'rnoon of tho same day (March 20) 
Gen. Van Deventer had bc'cii sent, westward 
from Moshi witli tho 1st S.A. Mounted Ih igadi', 
the 4th S.A. Horse and two field battc'ries to 
get in rear of the t'liemy’s position at Kalio 
station. They liad to traverse a thorn-bush 
eouiitry, which made the going slow, Imt by 
daylight on ]Mareh 21 tliey were nearing the 
Rangani at a point south-west of Kahe Hill. 
Notwithstanding some difliculty in crossing tho 
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riv'er, by midday Van Dovontt'r with part of 
his force had occu])ied Kahe Hill, anothc'r 
height known as Hauinaim Hill and Kahe 
station. In retiring the (Germans blew up 
the railway bridge across the Pangani. Some 
of Van Deventer’s men were still on the far 
side of the rivrr. who had crossed had 

to resist several determined attf?mpts to retake 
Kahe Hill. Too late the Hermans had realized 
that it was the key of their position. They 
failed, however, to drive out the South Africans. 
For his part \"an Ihiventer found that he could 
not do iiiueh more imfil the whole of his force 
had crossed the* I’angani. A detachment 
>vhich lie sent forward to cut off the retreat of 
t he en(;my by the high road found the Hermans 
in force, and had to retire. Tlie defence was 
much aided by two of the Kdriigsberg’s guns, 
w'hi<‘h were in action all day. One was in a 
concf^aled fixed position, the other w'as mounted 
on a raihvay truck. 

While Hen. Van D< wen ter w'as waiting to 
develop his turning movement (Jen. Sliefipiud 
fought a vt;ry stiff action. H(» w’as ordered to 
attack as soon as (Jen. Smuts learned thr,t 
Van Devc^nter was nearing Kahe. (Jen. Shej)- 
pard’s fore(‘ tlien consisted of the 2nd F.A. 
Brigade (25th Uoyal Fusiliers, 29th Punjabis, 
and 129th Baluchis), the 2nd S.A. Brigade 
(the 5th, Ot li and 8th S. A. Infantry Battalions), 
the East African Mounted Kiflos, Ist King's 
African Hifles, one squadron 17th Cavalry, 
1st and 5rd S.A. Field Artillery Battery, the 


27th Mountain Battery (Indian Army), So. ! > 
Howitzer Battery and two naval armoured 
cars (these cars much affrighted the native 
who called them rhinoceros). The 3rd S..\. 
Brigade, which had moved down the Hinio 
river and had occupied ajiill called Eiiphorbien, 
was to co-ope rate on Gen. Sheppard’s 1< 
(east) flank. The advance of this brigade, 
wrote Hem. Smuts, “ was so impeded by tin* 
dense bush that it was unable to exercise any 
influence on th(3 fight.” Without their ai<l 
Hen. Sheppard found himself too w^eolc to 
completes the task assigned to him. 

Tl\e advance began half an hour before' 
midday, and by half -past twelv^e the Hermans 
had been forced batik to their main position. 
This position w as cleverly chosen. It stood on 
the southern side of a clearing in the biisJi 
with tributaries of the Huwu, the Soko Nassai 
and the Defu, protecting its flanks. This 
clearing, which varied in width from 600 to 
1,200 yards, part of Sheppard’s infantry tried 
to cross. They advanced with the ut-most; 
gallantry, but the enemy’s dispositions were so 
skilfully made that every attempt was met and 
repulsed by rifle and machine-gun fire, both 
from front and flank. The troops, too, were 
attacking an unseen foe, and for the artillery 
definite targets wen' vory hard to obtain. 
Sheppard’s guns were well handled, the 27tli 
Mountain Battery being in action in the actucl 
firing line.* The forwwd guns of this battery 
♦This battery had come from India in August, 1914, 
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V . ro firing at ranges of from 1,400 to 700 yards 
i r hours without seeing a single enemy or 
I t ing sure whore his guns were placed. The 
continued while daylight lasted, and it was 
only as evening fell that the flames from the 
(;(*rinan machine guns wore visible, (enabling 
the British gunners to locate them. During 
the figlit some 150,000 rounds were iired by 
tlic British artillery alone. To help his frontal 
jutack Sheppard detached two double com- 
panics of the 129th Balueliis to turn the enemy’s 
right. They cross(‘d the Soki Nassai slioulder 
and came ahm^st np to the (lerrnan lines, 
when a very hot engagement ensued, a (Jerman 
iiiu\ a British machine gun having a duel at a 
<!i,>,tii.nee of only 45 paces, Baluchis, 

<*<Miiiter-attacked and hold their ground, but 
could make no farther advance, and it was too 
hit(‘ in the (iveming to send reinforcements. 

With nightfall tlie contest emded. (Jen. 
Sheppard did not know that Van Deventer 
was jilready at Kahe Station, som<^ miles in 
advance of iiis right flank, ami no contact 
(•(Mild be established through the intervening 
l)ush. Sheppard tht‘refore gave orders to 
his troojis to dig themselves in, preparatory to 
a. renewal of the attack at <lawn. “ The wliolo 
tom»,” said Den. Smuts, “ was aldy handled by 
(Jen. Sheppard, and the men fought like 
heroes.” The casualties on the British side in* 
this engj«.gcm(*nt were 288, those of the enemy 
were not known. 

On the 21st the CJerinans had been engaged 
oil a doulile front- on t heir riglit (east ) against 
(Jen. Sheppard and the 3rd S.A. Brigade, on 
their left (west) against Van Deventer’s mounted 
force. They had shown a certain amount of 
weakness against Van Deventer, but had fought 
with skill and tenacity on the Kuwu front, and 
they had been reinforced during the day by 
Irofijis brought up by rail. Their obstinate 
resistance on that front was, it appeareil, un<lor- 
tiiken to enable them to withdraw before Van 
Deventer could develop his movement against 
dieir left flank. Under cover of darkness the 
eiK oiy evacuated the whole of the Kahe-Ruwu 
hue, retiring south by the Tanga railway. 

I -itrols sent out by Gen. Sheppard early on 
^htrcli 22 found the enemy gone. He had 
<iosse(i the Ruwu and passed down the main 
^ ‘ G to the nearest point of the railway. The 
^ ‘ ^rciiient was orderly, an(f practically all his 
^ ftnd equipmen t were removed, with the 

II 29th Punjabis con.stiiuted the first re- 
l* - ./.I™''*' roach East Africa. Both ^the 29th 

^ and the 27th M.B. had already rendered 

ilfnt service. • 


important exception of the stationary 4*1 -inch 
Kduigsberg gun, which, being' unable to- take 
away, he had blown u]). 

Wliile these operations around Kahe were in 
progress mounted scouts had ridden westward 
from Moshi, 50 miles to Arusha, a (jJerman 
settlement ' on • the southern slopes of Mount 



fFlliott r- I'rv. 


BRIGADIBR-GBNBRAL S. H. SHBPPARD, 
D.S.O., 

Commanded First Hast African Brigade. 

Meru, driving (March 20) an enemy company 
southward. 'I’hiis when the Germans retired 
from Kahe the eonipieHt f)f the Kilimanjaro- 
Meru region was completed. This little campaign 
had la.sted just 18 days. During that perioil 
the enemy hml been finally driven from British 
territory, and had lost one of the most healthy 
and the mo.st fertile ciislricts of German 
Ea.st Africa. The German missionaries at Moshi 
after a few days’ detention were set at bberty, 
as were other German civilians, and the fioliey 
of leaving (h;rman non-combatants undisturbed 
was followed in the later operations. The enemy 
acted otherwise. Thus the (Jermans had de- 
ported the Bo'c?r families .settled around Kili- 
manjaro end Meru.* 

• These Boers, over 90 all told, were found at Lol 
Ki^.-ttle, and rosciu^d when that place was caplured. 
(See p. 99 ) 


94 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


Kilimanjaro had hrcn fom^uert'd ^vitll siic*h 
epecul that the (•ampJ^ipl was o\(*r V>ofore tho 
advc^nt of th(? rainy season, wliirh in tliat part 
of tho count ry hoj^an in mid -April. Gon. 
Smuts, who had mov(‘d his hoadcjuartors to 
IVloshi, wliilo ho had to d<‘oid<‘ Mio strato^jcy to bo 
followod in tho corning camjraign, had other 
pressing matt(»rs to considor. Chief among 
tliom wore tho lu'od to roorganiso liis army and 



INDIAN TRANSPORT ATTACHED TO 
EAST AFRICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
FORCE. 

the •over troubh'sonu^ transport question. As 
to r(‘organisa.t ion, ou<^ of tlu* diflicuK i(^s, little 
comprohondod in JOngland, aros(^ from the 
extraordinarily holorogtMioous comj)osilion of 
(»en. Smuts’s army. Drawn from almost every 
eontiiUMit, tho troops spoke a ])erfeet ba.})el 
language's. I’lioy included many diverse races 
from liulia; Arabs, J^octs, aiul r<‘[)rt*s('nt ati v€'s 
of almost ovt'ry ii’ibo a.nd tongue in 10a.st 
Africa, b(‘sid{‘s Ih-itish South Africans, Kast 
African setth»rs (in<‘luding a. number of Cana- 
dians, Australia-ns and Ana*ricans) and bat- 
talions of tho Ut'gular Army. Again, of the 
East African native troops, the King’s African 
Kiflt's were ri^gula-rs, and others w<*n» local 
lovit‘s who knew scarcely a doztMi words of 
English. (For th(*so Swahili-speaking oflic(‘rs 
were needtul, Swahili being understood by most 
East African nativt's.) Even tho Union forces 
were not all Kuropram, jvs they inchaled a 
battalion of “Cape Hoys ’’--i.c., coloured men 
from Capt' Hrt>vince.* Up to this period the 
troops had been thrown together ais immodiato 
necessity diMuanded, and it is no wonder tliat 
Gen. Smuts, among the reasons for reorganising 
Ids force, statid tho need to secure smooth and 
liarmonious wiirking. Tht' airrangement adopted, 
which came into force by the end of March, w»is 
to create three divisions, two (the 2nd aind 3rd) 


♦A Native' Liihotir (.’’orps tiiid an Indian Bf'aircr Co. 
^ere also raised in the Union of South Africa. 


formed by the contingents from South Africj. 
and tlio other (tho 1st) to include tho Indian ainj 
other British forces. Tho divisional and brigach 
commanders were : — 

Ejiist DivismN. — ( ’<jiiiTnand<T, Major-General A. T, 
Hoskins, C.M.G., D.S.O. First E. A. Brigade, Brij^adier- 
General S. H. Sheppard, D.S.O. • Second E. A. Brigad»‘. 
Jirigadier-General rf. A. Hannyngton, (^.M.G., D.S.O. 

Skcosi> Division. — Uotninaiulor, Major-GeiuM'al .J. f.. 
Van Deventer. First S.A. Mounted Jirigade, Brigadin 
Gener.il Mamie I^otlia. Third S.A. Infantry Briga«li . 
Brit;a<lier-t Join'ral (\ A. U. BiuTange, C.M.G. — With tin 
divisit>n vva^ also tlu* 28 th Mountain Battery of th“ 
liulian Army. 

Thikd Division. — Commander, Major-General Coen 
Brils, Second S.A. Mounted Brigadt*, Brigadior-tJoneral 
B. Knslin. Second S.A. Infantry Brigade, Brigatlier- 
G<*neral i*. S. Beves. 

Of these ofhci'rs Gen. Hoskins (North Staff. 
Kegt.) was Insjieef or-GeiU'ral of tho King's 
African Rifli's. H(‘ had si'cii active service in 
the Sudan, in Sontli Africa and in East Africa, 
and on his a|)[>oint nnmt to tiio 1st DivLsion it 
was understood that in case of nt'ed he would 
succ(‘cd Gen. Smuts, {is he (‘vt‘ntually did. The 
(3iicf of the (Jcncral Staff was Brig. -Gen. J. J. 
Collycr, C.M.G. ; the child of the Administrative* 
Stiiff Brig.-(h*n. K. H. Ew'art, O.B., {lud Brig.- 
(dcn. W. F. S. Edwards, D.S.O., was luspoctor- 
Gen. of Communications. These throe itkmi. 



GRASS HUT BUILT BY BRITISH AFRICAN 
JROOPS IN CAMP. 

wdiosc names rarely figuri'd in the accounts of 
the esimpaign, rcndcrc*d most valuable service. 

With respect to transport the British bax) 
was Mombasa, 22t> miles from headquarters jit 
;Moslii, ^Mbuyimi, on the Voi branch of tho 
Uganda Railway, was the advanced base, and 
tlie most urgent need for speedy transport was to 
press forw ard tho building of the brancli lin ' 
till it linked up with the Tanga-Moshi railwa> . 
Uol. Sir W. Johns, who had charge of rail wav 
construction, and his helpers accomplisla 1 
marvels. Wfiile tho Kilimanjaro operation^' 
were in progress the railw’ay was carried forwai 1 
from tho Njoro drift, past Salaita to Ta\’ct.i 
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GENERAL SMUTS EXAMINING AN ENEMY POSITION FROM AN 

ARMOURED CAR. 
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and tln^ Lat(;ina iiek at an a\ (‘ra^ 4 <* rato of a mile 
a (lay, iiictludiu^ survc^yiiig, Jieavy bush cfuttiiig 
and iho brid^^in^ of the famii river. Aftc^r the 
abandouineut of tli(? Kuwu positions by th(* 
(hainans the building of the* Jiiu^ went (.>u apaee. 
It was taken from tlic^ Latenia X<*k tliroughtlie 
gap )K^tw(u*n Jvilimanjaro anri ( h(^ l*ar(^ Moim- 



r /•///.»// C' Ftv. 

BRIGADIER.GENEKAL J. J, COLLY ER, 
G.M.G., 

Chief of the General Staff under (Jeneral Smuts. 

t-aiiis, and link(Ml up vith the (k*rman Jin<» a.t 
Kn.ln‘. "riiis was a v(‘ry diilii’ult pic'ct* of work. 
th(i track liaving to b(i cut tlirough virgin for(‘si 
(?icc('ssitat ing tlio felling of <*norinoiis tr<M‘s), 
which was at th(^ sn,me time a swamj). When 
the first Nvn-gons wert' pbiec’d on them the rails 
sank bi'TK'at-h tlu^ soddi'ii soil. All dillieulties 
w'er<< ovei’(;ome. and on April 2r> tin* raih\a.\' was 
eomphdt'd. "riiough completed, tiu* railway, 
ill th(^ I'ainy s«^ason, was for long distane(»s 
practically undt^r wat.i’r, and thousands of 
labouiM'rs had to bt* constantly <^ni[)loyed to 
previ'iit the track disapp(‘aring iii the mud* 
This was tht^ western limit of tht' British railway 
servic(*, and until h(i \>as al)le to secure a n(*w 
base at a port, in (huMiiaii Last -^Vfrica for every 
step in his farther advance (Jen. 8muts liad to 
(U^pend on oth(‘r nu*a.ns of transport, ehicHy 
motor lorrit's, whu‘h w('re of a kind tliat ])roved 
too heavy and cumlH'rsome. .Vs it was. tlu^ 
n‘sourc(*s of the l^ganda Railway w'(Te sev(n*ely 
taxed, and adihtional rolling stock had to be 
obtaint'd from India.*** 

♦ 'riie n'fHU't fi)r liUrt-hi t)t th(‘ RhiIwhv Atlmiiiistra- 
tit)ii. Hriti.sh Kast. Africa .showt'd ttuit the I'^aiula Kail- 
way had t rail-sport cfl, in the period covered, for army 
purposes rifi.OOO head of horses, mules, doiiUcys, and 
eat tie and over 14U,000 slieep. and this witli only ont» 
mishap. The railway also < anu*d. free of charge 770 
tons wt'ight of gifts fi>r the troojiN. 


By tiie comjjletion of the raiUvay line to 
K.ahe, (Jen. Smuts was able to make frec'r us(‘ 
of Mbuyuni, which was built on a wo(3ded ridge 
with ample space for a large camp, whereas 
Moshi w as p(‘rched on a stoop slope of Kiliman- 
jaro. IVIbuyuni was headtpiartors for (icrttom 
brigade's and was tilso the principal aeroplane* 
base', and at that time* (March Alay, 191 (i) 
ae'roplaiK'S in large* numbers we're being tevstod 
then'. Aeroplanes liad be.'on ust'd to le^cate the 
enemy jiositions on tlio Kuwu, but observation 
in ih'iise ]>ush and forest country did not- prove 
ve'ry satisfactory. Later, aeroplane attacks 
prov e'd an (‘ffe'ctive metJiod of dispersing troops 
jinel earrie'rs on the* mareli.* 

'The' prohh'in (*onf root ing (Jen. Smuts after 
the c.oneiiK'st of Kilimanjaro was diHicult. 
The' British troops o(*cupi('d l.>ut. a very smoull 
fract ion of cne'inv' tcrritoi'y — 

which (said Clen. Smuts) strctrlu'd riiil. hidon* us in 
enurnmus extent, willi lU) known vital point a-nywhoro, 
eontaining no import a.nt <'iti(‘N or eentn's, with praeti- 
eallv no ri»ath, tin* only dominant ei'onomieai h'aturoa 
of the w'iioh^ Ix'ing the tw'o railway .'systems. 

'fliis d('seri])t ion, if n(.)t fjuite' tieeurate* from 
the colonial standpoint tJuTt* were, for iii- 
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Commanded the Third South African Infantry 
Brigade. 

stance, some .‘l,00i) mile's ejf good roads (in a 
eountry twice the size of Germany) and four or 
five* considerable towns — wa.s true in tlic mili- 
tary sense, for as tlio ov^ent proved it was only 

* 'riio natives especially those in Gorman territory — 
believed tho aeroplanes to bo birds, and eallod thorn 
tidrgi (Swahili for bird). JMany could hardly bo eon- 
viiK'od that, there wore men in them, and when bomba 
were tlropped from them they said that tho birds were 
milting 
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hy tilt' ac'tiiH^ occupation of ttic w’liolo pro- 
tectorate that resistance could be ended. (V»|. 
Non LettowA^irbeck expected an attack in 
The Tare and XTsambara mountains, and Jiad 
there the greater ptirt of his fortTe, whili^ 
;i(^M)rthng to tlie information which reached 
Smuts, lie intended, after making as long 
a stantl as possible in L*art‘ and Usambara, to 
it tire to the Tabora area, in the west-central 
part of the proU'ctoratt'. Thert' were exctdltait 
iJMsoiis for not striking at. tlie enemy in tlu* 
re^non when' lit' ^\ a.s best prejaired for (l<‘fenc«‘, 
aial where' tlu' Icrmih oHen'il him every ad- 
\antagt'. J^iit putting a.^id(' jin ad\c.!ic(‘ on 
I sambara, (h'li. Smuts had still tlire'c alt(*rna- 


such an alternative and many factors favouivd 
an advance* by way e>f 1 )a.r-es-Salaam. The^ 
])e)rt lay at tlie mt'iX’y of th(' Navy and its 
<*a.pture' weinld, as (ie*n. Smuts himse*If ]iointeel 
euit. have Jiad great pf)litical and military 
importance*. ^le)ree.)vi*r, its e>ccupa.tion would 
much facilitate' transpeirt and supply arrange*- 
mt'iits. Wlu'the'r in the' light of snbse*e|ne'nt> 
kn<»w le'dge it Nvonlel have* bee*n lie'st to a>elopt> 
this |)lan e)f ea.jnpaign is a point that cannot be 
de‘linitel\' dee*iele*el. (Je*n. Smuts ele'cidt*d a.gjiinst. 
it^ - 

pjii tly h.M iiiisf thi* pirvak'nct* uf t hr S.lv imm-ooii jit 
lluit [M'li.Ml nuulc a ol m. Itii-r iDn-c* on that (•t)ast 

ail o}M‘ralioM ot ;4icat < lilliciilt y, and nvon dati^rr, partly 
lu'cnuM* a prolon^-rd cainjuumi <m ihi- I'oasl imnu'tiiatt'ly 



MOTOR LORRIES BRINGING UP TROOPS. 


tive*s. Dt these*, eine*, an aelvanee via V^icte>ria 
N’yanza nt\ Tabora was riileid out for an e'xce'lle-nt 
rrcseai - the* British feirce* alreaely in the^ lake* 
fe gion slioiild be^ able in eonjunction with Ihe^ 
b‘‘lgi:ins and some littki a'^sist ane*e* freim (Jen. 
^nnits te) se*iz<* Tabora. He*tweM*n the* twe> 
leMtiaining alte*rnatives the* edioice* w as ne)l. easy. 
I ht*y were (1) an n.dvancf* south frean Arusha, 
'Old (2) an advance west fre>m Dar es- Salaam 
'long the lilies of the Central Haihvay. In 
’ '‘^riuan South-West Africa the plan of striking 
oiland from the coast along the^ railway lint's 
n iel been adopted with signal sneet'ss, but it 
o.eel also been adopted bt'cause f.here was no 
^<al alt tTiiative. In Kast Africa there' 


iiftcr tlni I'liiny sriison would uii'jiu thf* di'^iipp<*anine*e*i 
Ilf 4 i vi'ry Ijiru'f* piTi'i'iit of iny uriny frnni 
luid utlior tmpireil tiilrncnl^.. 

The* e*onrse aeleiptf'fl, that eif striking straight 
into the inte‘rie>r freaii Arusha., with the* Ce'utral 
Hallway as e>h j(*ct ive*, elid alsei in fa.ct e*nt ail t he* 
disap pe*a.ra.nce* of a v(*rv c()nsiele*rahle* preiportion 
of th<* army freiin malaria and otlie'r tropical 
ailments. This was in part the re*sult of 
miscon(^e*[)tie>ns eonce*ming the* e‘xtf*nt and 
s(*vcrity of the appreiaching rainy s(*ason. 
Gen. Smuts w a.s assure*d that the* violence? eif 
the rains would he* mostly confine*d to 'the 
Kilimanjarei-Arusha are*a, and tha.l fart he r 
\\i*sf and seaitli the* rains weaild imt inarkeeily 
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interfere witli military op(?rations. Predictiora 
about the rains in Kast Afric'a proved to bo as 
danj^erous as \veatht‘r predictions in England ; 
whf‘n the rainy seti^son came it came with equal 
violcTice throughout the proposed area of 
operat ions. “Thc’ numerous rivers came dowm 
in no()d and swept away almost all our labor- 
iously built bridges, the roads became inqmssable 
murl tracks, and all transport became a physical 
imp<»ssibility. The rains fell steadily day 
after day, sometimes as much as four 
inches in one day, ond the low-lying parts 
of the country assumed the appearance oi 
lakes.” 

Hut bc*foro the rains began, rather before 
they had lasted many days, a v'c ry shrewd 
blow Imd b(*en struck at the enemy. Within 
a w’(»ek of the Kaho fight (len. Smuts had made 
his d(‘cision as to the main lines of his strategy, 
and action followed immediately. The w'holo 
of th(‘ 2nd Division w^as j)ushe<l south from 
Arusha, the 1st and 3rd Divisions being kept 
for the tiiiK^ in rain cpiarb'rs facing tlie enemy 
ill th(^ Pare district. (JSen. Smuts expected, 
and so it befell, that to stem the tide of in- 
vasion in the inttu’ior the enemy woidd with- 


draw large forces from Parc, and that thii.s, 
even if called upon to send additional troops 
to the 2nd Division, he would still have a 
sufficient force in hand to make a comparatively 
easy conquest of tlie Pare and Usambara 
districts. 

By the end of March the whole of the First 
S.A. Mounted Brigade was at Arusha, and on 
April 1 (len. Van Deventer, with Brig.-den. 
A. H. M. Nussoy, his chief of staff, established 
headquarters there. The road into the interior 
“ stood wddo ojien and unguarded ” ; the region 
nliead, the Masai Ste]ipe, was practicable for 
mounted trooiis, w ho w^ere now being employed 
on a largo scale in l^^ast Africa for the first time, 
Scouts .sent out by Van Devent(T reported, 
however, the presence of an enemy detacli- 
inent near an isolated rocky hill, Lol Kissalo, 
35 miles south-west of Arusha. This detach- 
ment was postofl so as to deny to the 
British use of the springs on the hill, 
tho only water (in tho drt/ season) to bo 
found for many miles around. Still farther 
off, along the western and soutliern scarp of tho 
Masai Steppe, were weak Dorman garrisons at 
Ufiome, TJmhuhi, and Koiidoa irangi. Of these 
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A LOOK-OUT POST. 


throe placets Koiidoa Irangi was tho most iiopor- 
tant. About 85 miles nortli of the nearest point 
of the Central Railway it had a wireless station, 
and was one of von Lettow-Vorbeck's food 
depots. 

On learning of the importance of Lol Kissalo 
as a water supply, (Jen. Smuts issued iiistnu!- 
tioiis that the advance south of th<^ S<‘eoud 
Division should bo directed first to that place. 
Accordingly on the morning of Aju’il 3, three 
regiments of S.A. Horse moved out of Aruslin., 
ami during the ousuing night surrouudtMl Lol 
Kissalo. Tho Ch^rmaus, attacked in the morn- 
ing, fought with • determination all through 
April 4 and 5, but at daybreak on the (Jth the 
whole force surrendorod. All this time, since 
noon on April the horses of the South Africans 
had been witliout water. Tho enemy force 
which surrendered was found to consist of tln^ 
28th Field Co. and Kilmpfe’s Detachment. It 
numbered 17 Europeans and 404 askan\ with 
two mac [lino -guns. Tlie Boers removed from 
Kilimanjaro were found here; the Cermanshad 
not had time to send them, as they iiib ndrd, 
farther south. A largo quantity of stor<\s, 
ammunition, and pack-animals fell into Van 
Deventer’s hands. Equally valuable was the 
information gained that the garrisons of Kondoa 
Irangi and of Ufiome had been instruct ed by Col. 
von Lettow-Vorbeck to hold out as long as 
possible, and that reinforcements w’ere being 
sent to them. 

Van Deventer was thereupon instructed to 
press forward with his mounted troops and 


occu])y Kemloa Irangi, Umbuhi,* and Ufiomo 
))cfore the garrisons could be rciuforc(»d. Tliis 
task he accomplisla'd “ with his usual dash and 
r(‘sourccfuhu‘ss.” On Ain'il 10 the First 
Mounted Brigade locattMl the position at 
Cfiome, which tlu^ enemy garrison of some 20 
Kurop<‘ans and iibout 200 askar! (wacuated on 
the l.’Uh, leaving 20 ])risoners, besidi^s some 
wouud(‘d and a r|uaiility of stores, in the 
iuiiids of tlie South Africans, d’lio enemy were 
pursued for 20 miles ajid thrown into disorder, 
but managt'd to escape into the mi>untains. 
A halt of four days having been nui.de to rest 
both men and hors(‘S, the advanct^ was n^sumod 
on April 17 an<l contact (\stablished with the 
(uiemy tlu^ sanu^ day at a spot four miles north 
of Kondoa Irangi. Fighting continued till noon 
on the 10th, when \'an Dcwt'ntcu’ occupitMl 
Kondoa Irangi. “ 4'he British success,” said 
Boiiter’s corre.spondent, “ was due to tho 
employment of tyi>ical Jioer tac-tic*s. 4die centre 
was (irmly held, while the flanks of the enemy 
w’ore .slowly tind cautiously (uivtdoped with the 
aid of rifle and field-gun fire. Not a burgher was 
csxposed, as tlu^ net was rlrawn closer and clo.sor 
until after two days fighting the eiauny 
burnt his stores and bolted before tlio en- 
veloping movement could be c<an]deted,’* 
During this (uigagement the h)sses of the South 
Africans were nil, wliile the (Germans had 20 
killed and wounded, Jiesid^s four white.s and 
♦ Unibiilu was faptured on May 11 hy a .soparato force 
sent from Arusha and consisting of the 4th S.A. Horse, 
supported by tho 10th S.A. Infantry and tlio 28th 
Mountain Battery. 
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GENERAL VAN DEVEN l EK (in centre) WITH CAPTAIN PRINCE AND 

CAPTAIN PRETORIUS. 


20 rapt un‘(l. 'riir ( J('i*ma.iis had drstroyrd 

tlu' \s’irrl<‘ss station and part of tlK*irsuppli(‘s, but 
tho “ booty l(‘ft brliind includrd 800 lauid of 
<’atll(»- a \V(‘IroiiH* addition to \’an J )r\ fnt(‘r*s 
conimissarii .t . 

For tlio tim(‘ \’an ])(‘V(‘ntor had rnaclird tla* 
limit of liis trtlaa*. .Me ha.«l lost liundivds ()f 
aniiiuds through liorsr sickiu'ss during liis 
advaiUM* of s<aia* 200 miles from Moslii, and Jiis 
troops \v(*n^ worn out ^\ith <*(‘asol(‘ss ma.rchin^ 
and light iiijjj. In any case la* (aaihl not mov<^ 
until r<Mii<aints arri\’<‘d. and mrantimo tlu* rains 
Junl b(‘gun, and \\rn» incn^asing in violence. 
Tlu^ StM'ond Dixision was, in fact, cut off from 
Cion. Smiits's main laxly for several wet^ks ])v 
over 200 miles of ({iiagmire. Tt ]»ad to dt*|jend 
on wliat supplies could be got locally, or at most 
]minfully brouglit by earriia-s (none but human 
transport was [X)ssible) from J^ol Kissak*, whicli 
is 120 mik‘s distant from Kondoa Trangi. 

Col. von Lettow-\h)rb<‘(jk (piiekly realized 
t'liat Van Deventer's thrust into tlie lieart of 
the country tlireattauxl danger to his r«*ar, ami 
he actetl as (h*n. Smuts had anticipattxl lie 
would act ; lie transferred a strong force from 
Pare and I’sambara. to Kondoa. Irangi. Tie was 
mucli less launpered than ^’an Deventer had 
been by tlie rains. In the first place his troops 
were s«>ut by the Tanga Hailway to ^lombo, 
thence by a light line to Jlan(h‘ni. From that 
place they had to march IIU) mill's to the Central 
Kailway, along which they were taken to 


Dodoma.. From tlia.1 pla.ee they maridied 
again towa.rds Kondoa Irangi. 'Flic (derman 
troops, too, hO ])cr cent of them a.sk(tri^ were 
more accustomixl to tho rains than the South 
Africans, and were Meet -footed. Nmwthele.ss, it 
was a considcrabli^ achicx ement on thi^ part of 
Col. von Lettow-Vorbeck to transfer the force 
a.s ((uickly as he. did. Ky May 7 lie had (‘on- 
cent rated ov(*r 4,000 mi'ji six mik^s south of 
\'an Deventi'r's ])osition. At tliat time the 
Second Division was so weakened by privation.s 
a.nd sickness, and unavoidahic del aclmu'iits, 
that it could barely muster 3,000 rifles at 
Kondoa Irangi. (’ol. von Lettow-N'orbeck, 
})er(*ei\ing his opponent’s situation, took the 
tiffeiisive. Van Deventer retiring to entrenched 
jiositions which had a ])erimeter of about five 
miles. 'The ( Jermaus, at 7.30 p.in. on May 0, 
made a general attac'k on Van Deventer's front , 
and ]>re.ss('d their atta.ck until 3.10 a.m. on the 
loth, when, having been unable to gain any 
adva.nta.g^^ they withdrew. (^ol. von Lettow- 
\'orbt‘ck was in personal (‘ommand, and had at 
his disposal some 25 companies, organisixl as 
three battalions and one smaller detachment. 
The strength of the companies varied. The 
majority were about 150 strong, .some were 
weaker and some numbered 200. The total 
fori'e von Lcdtow-A’orbi^ck brought against 
the Second Division could not have been much 
below 4,000, and may have bt^en greater. The 
attack was pressed with great spirit. Four 
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-(‘parjite onslaughts wore made, the cmemy in 
^onie places repe^atedly charging right uji to the 
British positions. The brunt of the dofenc<» 
iVII upon the llth S.A. Infantry, supported by 
th(‘ 121 h S.A. Infantry. When the enemy 
withdrew to his own positions lie left tlin^e 
iMiropeans and 58 aakari dead on the grouiuh 
.Mid five wounded men. The other wounded 
had been removed. One battalion commander, 
\on Kornatzky, was killed, anotlier, von Hock, 
w ounded. On the Brit ish side the t olal casualties 
\\(MV five killed and 18 wounded. 

Til one sense this fight, at Jvondoa Traiigi was 
Ji'cisive. It was the first and last time that th(^ 
(h rnians took the offensive against ai^^ large 
part of (^en. Smuts’s army. TIk* failure of this 
attack, made in circumstances more favourable 
to tlu' (lermans than w(ire likely to recur, 
eonvinced Col. von Lettow-Vorbeck that the' 
only strategy o])en to him was to act pur 4 ‘ly 
ii[)oii th(^ defensive, to a.void lag engagements, 
and thus prolong r(\sistance to th(^ hist possible 
moment. For the t ime being hostayed wIkm-c* 
was, occasionally bombarding the British camp 
at long ra.ngt*. Van Dcn enter remairK^I, of iu‘ces- 
sil V, inactive. It was not. luitil nearly the end of 

.luiH* that he was able to resume the offensive'. 

While' Van Deventer’s <livision was marching 
and lighting the 1st and 3rd Divisions wen' 
waiting fr>r tiu' rains to c(‘as(*. The :ird 
Division was indeed ineom])lete. 3’he 2n<l S.A. 
-Mount eil Brigaih', under (hm. lOnslin, only 


reac-ht'd F.ast Africa in May and was not 
rea.<ly to 1 a.ke the fii'ld until the latter half of 
June. So that wlu'n on iMay 18, tlic* rains 
having abatt'd, (Jen. Smuts began another 
ailvance he }\a.d only a division and a half iit 
his dis])osaI. Bather less, hn- the 7th and 8th 
S.A. Infantry Begiments, with a.rtillery and 
ma<*hine guns, all from (Jen. Ik'ves’s brigade' of 
t h*' ,lrd Division, liael bemi si'iit to reinforc'i^ 
\ a.n Di've'iiter. Thus most of the troops en- 
gaged in tlu' operations now undt‘rtak(‘!i 
Ix'longt d to (Ji'n. Hoskins’s Division -a divi- 
siiai wliieli included some of the best ami the 
most ex])('rien(t(‘d and aci'limatized troo})s in 
tlu' liekl. d’hi' following list givc's th(* namt's 
«)f t fie jirineipal t roops of till' divi'^ion : - 

llui'risn. 2nil Hull. Nnrth T.jiiu'jvshirt* ; 

liiitf. Koya.! loi'^iliers (Lej^ion ol Krcuit iersnuMi) ; 
.irul ; lloyiil .\rtillery and 

di'liichTnoiits ; Koyal Klyiiig (\u |)s and K..N.A.S. units ; 
U.N. Armoiiivd (\i,r Sort ion ; ArriinunMl Mntnr Huttrry 
(A.S.(^.) ; lOiist Afhrjiii Mowritrd Kifli'.s (wlut<‘ srttlrr.-J in 
J5.K.A.) ; Jlj)\\k(‘r's Horse (Htx^r sot tiers iti 1{.K..\.). 

Iniman. — 27tl) Mountain Hattory, 2thh runjiihis, l.'ltli 
Kajputs, (i 1st. Hionreu-s. 10 1st. ( livnadiors, ]20tliand l.'ttMli 
ItaliK'his, 40th f*athaiis, oth and ITtli l.inht Infantry, 
and a s<|uadrori of the 17th Honi^al Lanoi'rs. 4'\vo 
Kuropoan \olnnt<’or Maxim (Jim Si'rtions and Imprriul 
Sorvio«‘ 'I'roojis from (Jwalior, .Ihind, Kashmir, Kampiir, 
eto. 

AFineAN. ,*h‘d and 4th Ihitts. Kin;.i’s African Ititli*'.. 
('I’o tin* 2rd IJatt. was adclrd a nioiinti'd infantry dotarh- 
inofit ooin])os(Ml of Somalis, Afiyssinians, Arabs, tnid 
Nandi ahout 100 slrony). Hast. Afrioan Seoul s 
(Somalis, Masai, <‘te., iimler ('apt. llarriay (Jole), 1st. 
.Vrah Kilii's (the hiree raistsl hy Major W'avrll). 

Ill tile opi'i’citions begun on Miiy IS the* 
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ininiodiate object of Gen. Smuts was the dis- 
lodgiiicnt of the crieiny from Uie Pare and 
Ustuiibara regions. Tiiat acconiplisht^ci, if- was 
his intention to turn soufli on a line east of and 
parallel f-o that followed by Gon. Van l^ev'onter, 
his first objeertivo in this southern march being 
Jfandeni. The great strength, for defensive 
purposes, of the enemy positions in Pare and 
Vsanibara has already been indicated. Pare 
and Usambara ani large blocks of liighlands 
rising abruptly from the k^vel of the surround- 
ing ])lateau, th(‘ eastern c*ml of T^sambara over- 
looking the' coast ^ plain and Tanga. The 


of the Hritisfi for a period long cnoiig)i for 
reinforcenu'iits to be sent them. In this 
calculation they had omitted two possibilities. 
The first was that an advance might be made 
along tiie banks of the Pangani — this probably 
was discounted as an irnjiossible task for a 
large force considering the denseness of the 
bush and the absence of roads. The other 
point they had omitted to provide against 
bespoke? an absence of imagination or a dis- 
regard of geographical factors. The Parc 
INIoiintains arc not contimious, but are divided 
into three blejcks, separated by easily travers* 



w'ostern* sides of hotli the Usambara and Pare 
mountains arc ])rccipitous, and immediately 
at the foot of the hills on this side run the 
high road and railw ay to ^toslii. Farther west, 
separatt'd by 15 to 20 miles of dense Vnish, the 
Piiugani, in most places and seasons an im- 
passable river, flows roughly parallel to tlio 
raihvay and mountains. The <h*rmans ex- 
pected Gen. Smuts to follow tlie line of tlio 
railway, whieh they laid fortified a.t all con- 
venient points for 100 miles, and t hey liad good 
reason to suppose* that the force Col. Von 
Lcttow-Vorbeck had left along the railway — 
w liich though nt)t more than 2,000 strong liad 
naval and field guns — \vo\ild bar t he progress 
♦Cron. Smuts wrote “south,” uot “west,” in his 
dispalrfi. From Kaho the ^oueral tivml of iho inoun- 
tnins S.K. and tt)wartls the railway they face west- 
wards for three-fourths of tlieir length. 


able [)asse.s, and a still w ider “ gap ” inter- 
venes ]>ctwccn the T*aro and Usambara 
mountains. These gaps were left practically 
undefended and it was open to Gen. Smuts 
to send forces through them. 

Tlio plan adopted by Gen. Smuts was to 
send the main column (Sliepiiard’s and Bevel’s 
brigades), with most of the artillery and 
transport, dowm the inner (left) bank of the 
Pangani. A smaller column under Gon. Han- 
nyngton folhnvcd the railway, and a thinl 
column under Lieut-Col. T. O. Fitzgerald, 
3rd K.A.H., starting from Mbuyuni, entered 
the Pare Mountains on the north-east through 
the Ngulu Gap. The main column kept some- 
what ahead of Hannyngtoii. AVitli his flank-' 
thus thrown w*ell forw'ard in the mountain^ 
and along the Pangani, Gen. Smuts sought te 
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onvince the eneTTiy tliat. resistance in ttie 
, ( litre would bo hopeless. And he trusted 
to push the operation through before von 
].('tto\v-Vorbeck could send up reinforcements. 
\s he had designed, so it happened, and Gen. 
Smuts carried out his programmo “ aceortling 
to plan and to th(‘ last letter. OutHanked 
iiijiiin and again, one st-i‘ong German position 
another was abandoned. Only at one 
point, Mikotsheni, \vhor^^ the Pangani river 
sweeping in comes clos(^ to tlie railway and 
the mountains, was a stand attempted. On 
that occasion while tla^ Rlmdesians made a 
fronial attack the rest of Gen. 8]\e])[>ar<rs 
brigade made an arduous hut successful 
turning movement, and during the night, 
tiUving with him a 4*1 in. naval and field guns, 
the enemy retired. This was on May 30, and 
the next day the main body of tlie enemy left 
Tanga railway at Mombo and went soutli 
along the route of the trolk^y line towarils 
Ifandeni. Usambara, a rich, flourishing and 
lu'althy district, the' dist rict in wliich wx'rc^ iiuist 
of the German settlonu‘nts and plantations, 
was almost denuded of defenders. Gen. Smuts 
decided, therefore, to follow the enemy south. 

Col. Fitzgerald’s column from Mhiiyuni had 
(h>ne its s]jecial work well, and on May 20 luul 
joined Gen. TTannyngton. The^reafter the com- 
l)in(»d force had crossed the south Pare hills, 
a.iid on .June 1 was coming down the Gonja 
(Jap lieUvei'ii Pare and Usa.inbara. (Ih'Ji. 
Smuts, having removed his main column, en- 
1riist(Hl to (Jen. Ifannyngton the clearing out of 
tlu‘ remaining enemy units from I usambara. 
'I'hcse units retiri'd to ^Sloiubo, where there 
was a brisk fight, ending in the defeat and 
retreat of the Germans. During the action 
a eoin[)any of askari in a trench oii a hill, pro- 
ti‘ett‘d ill front by a thick belt of sisal, was 
lioUling vip a party of the 4()th Pathans. An 
ofliec'r of the 27th Mountain Battery, cliinhing 
a tree, located thc^ position of the machine gun, 
and a few’ rounds from two of the battery’s 
guns at 1800 yards emptied the enemy trench 
ef its occupants, the machine gun ]iassing into 
[>oss(»ssion of the British. The Geniuxn askart 
had a special rlislike of these mountain guns, 
di‘(‘laring that they got to places guns ought not 
to })e able to reach, and came so close that they 
could not miss their targets. 

flen. Hamiyngton continued to press and to 
"otnank the enemy, and another hill position, 
‘'hicli had been strongly entrenched and could 
only have been taken with considerable loss, 


was aliandonod w’itliout a fight. On .Tune 12 
Hamiyngton occu[)ied Wilhelmstal, the capital 
of I samhara, w’ilhout ojiposition, and on 
June 15 he reached Korogwe, from w’hieh town 
the railway to J’aiiga desemuls to the eoa'^t 
plain. Th<^ ( Jermans had h<»en vt'ry industrious 
in pulling u[) the raiKvay, destroying ]:>ridges 
and “ husliing ” roads as tliey rt^treated, but 
ITannyngton’s advanct' was, mw ert holess, so 
rapid that the important road bridge over the 



[Flliatt tiv I^'ry, 

bri(;ad!er.(;kneral j. a. 


HANNYNGTON, C.M.G.. D.S.O., 
Commanded Second East African Kriy^ade. 

Pangani near Korogw’c w as . saved. At this 
peunt (Jt*n. Smuts instnurted Hamiyngton to 
abandon his operations iii Usambara and 
r(*joiu tin* main column, considcriiur it more 
imporlant to pursues the. (‘nemy soutliward 
than io deal with tlie small enenny forces 
remaining on his left thuds. These forces 
afterwards caused a good (h*al of trouble. 

WJien the main (‘oluiim of Gen. Smuts left 
the line of the Tangn. railway at Mikotslieni 
a few' days w(‘re occupied in e.ompleting a 
briflge ove r the Ihxngani left undnishcfl by tho 
Germans and in cutting roads, but pui-suit 
of the (Miemv wa.- soon resumed. At Mkalaino 
the two main colimins were again in touch, and 
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PIONEERS BKIDGE.BU1LD1NG. 


on .Juno 9 the l.st Kast African Brigade was 
in action all day. As usual, tho Gornians 
r<'tirod during tho night. Followed ui> across 
a dry belt of 32 miles, they were found to be 
occupying a strongly entrenched position near 
Handoni. While Sheppard’s brigade demon- 
strated against tho enemy in front, Bevos’s 
J)rigado was s(int westerly to* threaten tho 
enemy in tho roar. Becoming aware of tliis 
movoimmt, the (Jermans ov^icuatod Handeni 
and turned south towards Pongwe. On June 18 
Bevt's’s men, atfaciking the retreating enemy, 
fought engagonients at two places, at Pongwe 
and four miles north thereof. Tho Germans 
suffered heavy loss, but they succeeded in 
tweaping. On .June 19 the .'5th South African 
Infantry (Col. .J. J. Byron) were sent to occupy 
Kangata, eight miles south of Pongwe. They 
“ bumped ” against an entrenched enemy 
position concealed in dense bush and suffered 
heavy losses. They hf'ld on staunchly, how- 
ever, and night witnessed tho usual sequel — 
the Germans vanislied. 

Hannyngton, with the greater part of his 
brigtwie, arrived at Handeni from Korogwe on 
.Tune 20 in time to take part in a movement 
whieli Gen. Smuts hoped would compel the 
enemy to stand, 'riie Germans had retreated 
to a position on the Tmkigura river, where 
the track to Mrogoro ap[)roaches the Nguru 
hills. ^ Gen. Hoskins, with two battalions of 
South African Infantry, a composite battalion 
of Kashmir Imperial S^rvitv' Infantry, 2.'5th 


Boyal Fusiliers and a small body of mounted 
scouts, left camp on Hit night of .June 23 and 
the next mm*ning crossed tho Lukigiira above 
the place where the Gormans were entrenched 
and got astride the road behind the esnomy 
y>osition. Tho same morning (June 24) the 
remainder of tho 1st Division, under Gen. 
She£)pard, advanced direct to tho Lukigura. 
At midday the enemy were engaged by both 
coluimis, being attacked simultaneously on 
three sides. The Germans after a stout 
resistance managed to get a,way by the one 
line open to them into the Xgurii hills. 
In Gen. Smutrfs’s ojiinion only the denseness of 
the bush, wliich hid their movements, enabled 
the e5nemy to escape from complete capture. 
Sjiecial distinction was earned in this day’s 
fighting by the Kashmiri, and it was a source of 
gratification that Indian Imyierial Se^rvici* 
troops had proved their worth, though not ell 
lh<9 contingents did as well as the Kashmir 
Rifles.* The 25th Fusiliers (Lt.-Col. D. \\ 
Driscoll, D.S.O.) were coupled with the Kash- 
miri for conspicuous bravery on this occcwsion. 
In this battalion Mr. F. C. Selous, the African 
I'xplorer, held the rank of captain, and he set 
a magnifleent example to all ranks. f Tin* 

* The Jhind Infantry and the Faridkot Sapjiera and 
Miners, among otlier Imperial Service Troops^ earned 
special mention. 

t In September, 191G, Capt. Selous was given thi* 
D.S.O. “ for conspicuous gallantry, resoureo anti en- 
durance [he was 64 years old]. The value of his service- 
with his battalion cannot be over-estimated.” 
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BRIDGE OVER THE PANGANI AT MIKOTSHENI. 


Begun by the Germans 

(ronnan loHses at Liikigura were seven vvliites 
killed and wounded and 14 taken prisoners, 
!{() askari killed and many wounded and 
captured. Two inaohino guns, a pom-pom and 
much ammunition fell into (lie hands of the 
l^ritish. 

\n the Nguru hills the enemy was i*<‘inforc‘e<l 
from the south by Col. von Lettow-Vorbeck. 
'the Cerman positions were very strong, and as 
(k*!!. Smuts was in no case immediately to 
continue th(* ])ursuit, ho formed a large standing 
eamp on the Msiha river, some eight miles 
)> yond the Taikigura. 

Our transport (wrote Clen. Sriiiit.s) had reju*h<*d the 
utiiiosl radius of its capaeity and the t roops lia<l been on 
lialf rations for some time. Tliey alst> roquirc<l rest and 
reorganization. Several units wcro reduced to 30 per 
eeiit. of tlieir ori^ina.! effectives*, owing to the ravage.^ of 
uudaria, and the dif!i<uilties of evacuating the sick wero 
a-' great as those of forwarding sujiplics and reinforeo- 
ini'iits. 

i^ince Atay 22 tlie troops had inarched c-onsulerablv 
nvi'i* 200 miles in ditlicult country, oftLMi having to <'ut 
tluir way through almost impeiiet rablo bush, anti 
••nnstantly engaging the enemy in his prepared rearguard 
positions. The march was rendered more arduous by 
most serious transport and supply tlilliculties, and, for 
t lie last 80 miles, since leaving the Pangani, fretpienfc 
t^htirtago of wafer for both men anti animals. Besitles, 
I deemod it necessary, in view of the evt'r-growipg supply 
tlilficuUies, to repair ami restore the Aloinbo-Ntlerema 
1 llandeni] trolley line before mo\'ing farther. 

Additional reasons for the pause? at f he 
^Isiha river were (1) tht? desirability that 
\ an Deventer’s division should be farther 

One imit which should have hetm 1,000 stroiu 
In duced to 40 elf-ctivos. 


and IfiniRhed by the British. 

advanced before a combined movc*ment on 
the (lerman forces guarding the (Vntral 
Railway began, tmd (2) the urgent neeessity to 
clear out the enemy posted on tin* hdt flank of 
(len. Smnts’s foree. M<*antime (.j|(*nt‘ral Head- 
<|uart<‘rs were establishc'd at Tltindcmi. 'riiough 
in t Iv* middh^ of the tropics and only 1,900 fe(»t 
liigh, Handeiii was (extraordinarily cool. This 
was agri*eable (enough for the J‘]uropeans, but 
was v(^ry tryitig to tin* fndian troops. Tlie 
native troops. King’s African Rifh's, ma(J(3 
th(ems(elv(‘s at lionu*. As usual, wheinever they 
were halted long (‘tioiigh, they hiiill t hemselv^es 
a villag(e of grn.ss huts, with w('ll-laid-out stre(ets, 
pallisad(es and main gales. In the distri(di 
were many shnnihfis (plniit at ions), chiefly of 
' nihher. * 

(’hearing the l(‘ft Hank of (hai. Smuts m(‘ant 
t h(e riedu(‘tion uf Kast(erii Usambarcj and the 
coast r(‘gion from the Anglo-C Jerman frontier 
to Hc.gttmoyo. In th(es(^ operations th(^ naval 
squadron under R(*ar-Admiral K. F. (’harlton, 
C.B., rend('r(*d valuable help, while the (lov(*rii- 
ment of Zanzibar placed their st('am(’rs at the 
disposal of (kep. Smuts. TIk' great ( r part (jf 

* U'he Jarge.-.t nt (Iicm* .shon ba'i was by .Mr. \\\ N. 

McMillan, an Ainerii*an big game hunter ami cxjilnrer 
who had become a '<eltl(‘r in Ilrilish Kast Atrica, Mr. 
McMillan .-erved in th<' Orilidi forei's, atUiining the rank 
of major. Kor the benefit of llie troops he imiint aiiiod , 
entirely at his own expense, two ‘Splendidly staffed and 
equipped eoii valeseeiit hoim‘s. Another proinineiil settler 
in Hritish Kast Africa who joined tlm for<*cs was Lord 
(’ranworth; he served in the Koval .Artillery as a 
lieutenant. 


CAPTAIN SELOUS AND HIS COMPANY OF THE ROYAL FUSILIERS. 
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tJie coast i^lain is covered with dense jungle, 
tlio heat is intense, the climate most unhealthy, 
and in this district as few European troops as 
possible were employed. The coast operations, 
subject to the orders of Gen. Edwards, I.G.C., 
were under the command of Col. C. W. Price, 
C.M.C., and w^ere ably carried out. The first 
step taken was to send the 5th Indian Infantry 
across the British border towards Tanga ; a 
small enemy detachment retreated before tlumi. 
Then a force under Col. Price landed at Kwalo 
Bay, eight miles north of Tanga. It arrivc^d 
before that place on July 7, simultaneously with 
the appearance of British warships in the 
harbom*. Tanga was occupied practi(!ally with- 
out opposition, very interesting information 
l>eing obtained from Gorman sources as to the 
effect of the bon\bardment of the place in 
Xovember, 1914. Tlie enemy force, about 
200 strong, ejected from Tanga lurked in the 
neighbouring jungle, and, in conjunction with 
the force of about the same strength which 
had fh'd from Hannyngton at Korogwe, bt^gan 
to raid the British lines of communicat ion, and 
even, on July 13, made a determined but 
unsuccessful attempt to blow up the road 
bridge at Korogwe. The 5th Indian Infantry 
from Tanga and the 57 th Hiflc*s from 
Korogwe completed the occupation of 
ITsambara. At Amani, the important botani 
<*al station in Eastern Usambara, 25 
Europeans surrendered. A dotacbiiumt of 
Railway Sappers and Miners, Jhind Im- 
pfrinl Service Infantry and other details, 
under Bieut.-Col. C. ^V. Wilkinson, R.E., on 
July 15 defeated the Korogwe raiders on the 
lo\v(ir Pangani, captuilng a Hotchkiss gun in 
good order. Tlio port of Pangani was occupied 
by the Navy on July 23. Gen. Hannyngton 
was now sent back from the Lukigura to help 
in rounding-up the enemy parties. He followed 
in part the old and practically disused slave 
route from Handorii to Pangani. Elusive as 
cvt*r,most of the Germans succeeded in escajnng 
'^outh. They were pursutid by Lieut. -Col. 

. J. ^litchell with a detachment of 40th 
l^ithans, a detachment of the Cape Corps (tlie 
“Cape Boys ”) co-operating. The enepiy were 
beaten and driven south to Mandera, on the 
lower Wami. The small port of Sadani, at t he 
mouth of the northern branch of the Wami, was 
occupied by the Navy on August 1, and hero 
detachment of the West India Regiment 
was lauded. Gen. Smuts had already reached 
die conclusion that a campaign which 


tlireatcned to bo long drawn increasing use 
would have t<.) be made of ^Vfrican troops, and 
the West India Regiment was but the first 
addition of negro soldiers made to the Expedi- 
tionary Eoree. The West Indians, the Cape 
Corps and the 40th Pathans between them 
cleared the enemy out of the lower Wami and 
then advanced to Bagamoyo. That once 
famous roadsteacl opposite Zanzibar, the start- 



BRIGADIER.GENKRAL P. S. BEVES. 
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ing point of the greatest explorers of Africa, had 
been eclipsed by the rise of Bar -es- Salaam, but 
was still of some importance. It was captured, 
after a brillit^ little operation, by sliips of 
Admiral Charlton’s squadron on August 15, 
among the booty b^ung one of the Konigsberg’s 
4*1 in guns un in j lin'd. With the oeeujiation 
of Bagamoyo, the whole of the area between 
Gen. Smuts’s main column and the sea had 
bc'cn cleared of the enemy. An additional 
advantage was rea])ed in tliat it now bec*ame 
possible to shortim the lines of communication. 
The British base, with the help of the Navy, was 
n'lnoved from Mombasa to Tanga, a saving of 
75 miles in the voyagt^ from tlie (Japii and from 
200 to 300 miles in rail transport being thus 
effected. 

Before the close of thi'so coast operations 
Gen. Smuts had, on August 5, resumed his 
offensive. In the interval Gen. Botha, whose son, 
Capt. L. Botha, was serving under Gen. Smuts, 
fiaid a visit to East Africa. Ho stayed a few 
days at heiwlquarters at Handeni and inspected 
the camp on the Msihi river, having the ex- 
perience of coming once again witliin range 
of the German guns. While the 1st and 3rd 
Divisions had been comjiulsorily inactive, the 
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2ncl Division had the enemy in play, 

and when Gen. Smuts once more advaneed 
Van Deventer was already in possession 
of the middle section of tho Central 
Railway. 

Ris division having rested and been 
st rengthene<l, and thc^ dry season liaving eome, 
Van DtJv<‘nt(‘r on June 24 attaeki'd and earried, 
with small loss, the ({erman j3osition near 
Kondoa Irangi. Von JA*ttow-Vorbc*ek had 
already s(‘nt ])art of the Kondoa troops to the 
Nguru mountains to f)ppos(* Gc‘n. Smuts, and 
he now fell })aek (*ast wards towards ^Irogorc*. 


under heavy machine-gun fire. Going straight 
for the enemy position Kirkpatrick’s men took 
it with a loss of eight killed and nine wounded, 
and on July 31 seized Saranda station on the 
(’entral Railway, as well as Kilimant inde, seven 
miles farther south. Before Van Deventer's 
main column could move supplies and trans 
ports had to be collected — his line of communi- 
cation was still the long trail by Arusha and 
Moshi. But by mid-July Van Devt'iiter w’as w’ell 
on his way. He divided his column into two 
forces, one, chiefly mounted troops, under 
Brig. -Gen. Mamie Botha, the other, chiefly 



BUITISH SHIPS OFF TANGA HARBOUR, NOVEMBER. 1914. 
(From a German photograph found on the capture of the town in July, 1916). 


'The rapid })rogn*ss the Belgians wen* then 
making in tlu* north-west, part of tlu* j)rotecto- 
rate n‘rul(*red it too hazardous for von Lettow - 
Vorbeck to go w’t*st to 'I'abora ; the German 
force there had to be l«*ft to its fate. Gen. Smuts 
therefore ord(*red Van Deventer to ]m‘ss on to 
the railway at Dodoma and thence* turn e*ast - 
ward to eo-ope'rate with tlie 1st and 3rd 
Divisions G(‘n. \'an Di*v(*nt(*r carried out this 
work with gr(*at \'ige>ur anti complete success. 
Small columns under Lieut. -Cols. A. J. Taylor 
and 1 1. J. Kirkpatrick operated on the right flank. 
CeJ. Kirkpatrick’s column had out* sliarp action. 
While going througli v(*ry dense bush, where 
scouting was almost impossible, it came suddenly 


infantry, under Brig. -Gen, Berrange. On 
July 25 Bt*rrange’s men had a stiflish fight, the 
Armoured Motor Battery (which w'as com- 
manded by Major Sir John Willoughby) dis 
tinguishing itself by engaging the enem\ 
at elost^ range. Four days later Berrang<‘ 
seized tho section of the railway at Dodoma. 
Mamie Botha occupied the water-holes at 
Tissa Kwa Meda on July 22, after a 
shar]> encounter. “ From here,” wrote Gen- 
Smuts, “ Brig-Gen. Mamie Botha, who had 
rendered great service at the head of tlii?' 
[the 1st South African Mounted] Brigade, re- 
turned to the Union of South Africa on private 
business.” His place was taken by Brig. -Gen. 
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KING’S AFRICAN 

Nussi\y, who had beoii V^xii Oeveiiter’s Chief of 
Stirfl'. The bripjade reached and oeeu[)ied the 
r.ulway at Kikoinbo on July 30. 

Thus by the end of .July Van Deventer was 
in possession of 100 miles of th<^ Central Kailway, 
from Kilimantinde on the w<‘st to Kikoinbo 
on tlu‘ (Mist.. Practically e\'ery bridge* and 
culvert was found to have been blown up, but 
tiu' enemy had not had time for the further 
d(‘struction of the track. By Auj^ust 0 Van 
I)ev'(»nter liad eoncentrated his di\ision at 
Xjaugalo, (*ast of Dodoma. 


RIFLES IN CAMP. 

Whih' \'an Deventcu* wa.s coming t‘ast (kui. 
Smuts laid bi'gun to press the enemy xrom the 
north. From his camp at Msiha tin* road south 
th<* line of his advanee- passt^s f(U* r,.bout 4.^) 

mill's clos(' beneath the* main wc^stern mass of 

• 

the Nguru Mountains, witJi foothills and tin* 
lofty Kanga Mountain on the* (*asl.. '’riic* 
(k'rmans had a force of some 3,t)(M> rifles, with 
much heavy and light artillery, in th(‘ moun- 
tains and ath^irt the road, which was en- 
trenched aJong the foothills whieh il (*rosses. 
(Jen. Smuts decided to clear thi* mounlains by 
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wide turning movoments. The footpaths and 
t racks which had to bo taken wore very diHicult 
and progress was much hampered by the 
numerous streams which scored the sides of the 
nuvssif and unite to form tlio Wami. Of tliese 
streams the Mdjonga (or Mlionda) flows through 
the broadest valley or gap of the mountains, 
iind in this gap was tlio missitm station of 
Mlionda. (Jen. Knslin, who, with the 2nd South 
African Mounted 13rigade, entered thi‘ mountain 
on August (>, occupied Mhonda on August 8. He 
r.*portcd that the route? lie had followed was 
iiii}>racticable for wheeled t rathe of any kind. 


but did not succeed in holding them. A small 
party of the enemy, aided by a naval 4‘ I in. gun, 
engaged Knslin’s troops, and eventually the 
whole forci*, taking with them the 4*1 in. gun, 
got aw ay. Shep[)ard, having worked his w^ay 
through th(' dense bush round the enemy 
positions on tlu' slopes of Kanga, reached the 
Russonga river on A|jril 12. lb* found the 
erunny had ev'aeuated the lluluingu position. 
Although the ‘'drive ” had failed, the (Jeriuans 
had been fore(‘d tt) abandon, without firing a 
shot, a posit ion wliieh it w’ould havi' be(*n very 
costly to capture. '^Phe* following is a description 



CONVEYING TROOPS BY BOAT. 


and the transport-, which had started to follow 
JCnslin, had to bo sent back. Of the other 
forces, Hannyngton’s Brigade went down the 
^Idjonga valley and Slu^ppard's Brigade? 
traversed the bush on the left (east) flank to get 
behind the main enemy position, which was 
near the main road at Ruhungu. Gen. Brits 
took Beves’s Brigade to reinforce Hannyngton, 
'vho on August 9 had reached INTatamondo, 
where? one of Enslin*.s mounted regiments, which 
had lost its way in the mountains, eventually 
arrived. 

There was very stiff fighting at INIatamondo 
‘>n Augiist 10 and 11, the British casiniltios 
amounting to about 60 killed and wounded. 
The enemy suffered much more heavily and on 
the night of the 11th retreated. Enslin had 
occupied positions on the lino of their retreat-. 


of th(' Kidmngu ptisition as seen by Gen. 
Sheppard's forct' on August 12 : — 

Kiitiiin^n, which covtfred the (Icrman ri^hi flank, was 
well Tii^h iinprc^iuihh?, (»wiii<i in t ho iruihilily to uso 
artillery against it l>c< juimo of tho denso forost- all around. 
The position was very heavily entrenched and st) cr>n- 
st meted a'^ to o})taiii an all-round fire. In front of tho 
troiielie.s was a lino of sharptJiKul stokes e<jverofl with 
grass, a liorrihlo surprise to anyono charging up th<i place. 
Tho stakes whu*c a foot ami a half high. All around wa^ 
ono mass <»f dug outs, to allow the delmhinonts to got 
cover from tho m*ro[>lan<* hoiiihs, which had given 
them a hot time. There was a deep feeling of thank- 
fulness that tho turning inoveinciit of Jirits and 
Hannyngton had caused tho Germans to evacuate it [on 
Avigust 10 1* 

On evacuating Ruhungu tJio bulk of the 
en«-iny force, falling haerk towards Mrc)goro, 
crossed tho Wami at Dakawa an<l occupied an 
entrenched position on its farther (right) bank, 
bre^aking down the bridge after they had passed 
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ARMOURKD MOTOR-LORRY CROSSING A DAMAGED RAILWAY BRIDGE. 

The S.A. Pioneers narrowed the of the heavy lorries so that they could run on the railway line. 


over, follow I'd h\' hiiislin's Mouiit<‘(l 

Hrifjjixflc, wliih' a small fon*(‘ undor Sheppard 
(•rossc'd the* ri\e‘r liij^lu*!’ up. Hoth h^iisliii and 
Sheppard a.p|)roa.(*h(*d Dakawa on August 1(», 
a third foree, eompose*d of t hi* (it h South Afiic*an 
Horsi*, two double eompanies of Haluehis. a 
Soutit African Infantry Battalion, n.nd ])art of 
the* 27tli Memntain Bat t e*ry, eicting with Bnslin. 
Tliis thirel feire-e* maele* feir tiu* Dakawa cre)ssing. 
A belt, eif tliick busli cov(*ive:l (he‘ir appre>acli, 
but as the* W’ami was ne*are*d the l)usli gave* 
place to eipen fe>re*s( , w it h fairly l)ig t re*es and 
inuch tall gra.ss. The* (h*nuan posit ie)n was 
we'll site*el ne*ar the* rivt'r with several machine 
guns c*e)\’e*ring the* creissing. The' e*nemy was 
in suhie‘ie*nl stre*ngth to pre*ve*nt the* e*rossing 
be'ing sei/.e*d and a.t the* same* time* tei ke>ep eiff 
She'])])arel's force* (next, more tliaii 500 rifles), 
w'liich had taken up a pe^sit iein abend twe) inile*s 
fre>m their right flank. 

'riie* iM’tiini hotr.'iii (wnilo ii corrrspoiidiMit ) with tin* 
iMlvniK'e* in tin* iiftoriiooii of tin* Hivliichis nml (itli South 
\fiic*aii I loi’M*, who. nndor IV hot riflo fiiv, got to within mo 
ytvi\ls t>t’ the live*!*, wlu*rt* they ont ft*nrli<’d. 'I'ho Indian 
inoiintiiin tirtillory, who'R* iih.sorxation otticor wa.**' post«*iI 
in tin* Ihvliiflu lini*. then ofioriod tiro, soiirohin^ tin* 

onoiny tn'inlu". iit a of I.eiOU yards, 'riu* 2nel 

M onntotl Hii-adf cj’.nn* into action on the rij^ht, hut ehtl 
not attempt to cross the \\ami. At 7 o’l-loek the next 
lnornin^^ on IhvliK’lii si*onts approaching the river bank, 
they wt'ie heavily tireij upon. 'The enemy see*med to 
luwo been reinforet*d. -\ little* later in enemy inae'hine 
;iun was sma>lit><l by shells from tlie 27th Mountain 
Hatte*ry. Ki^ditinji at the erossie^ continued into 
the afternoon. Four arnionreil cars which, soon 
after midday, bolelly advanced almost to the river'.s 
edge wt'ix' obliged to retire. \ (lermaii sniper 
w'ounded the sipiadron commander. While the de- 
tachment at the bridgf was holding the enemy 
the Mounteil Hrigade managefl to cross the river higher 
up, but it w'as late in the afternoon before they got 
near the enemy. All this time Sheppard \s column, 
though unable to atlvance, hampen*d the foe, who in the 


night slipped aw ay. '^Phe lu'at w »i s most trying anti, 
although the action vvas ftmght liy ii rivt'r. there was a 
lack of watt*r. 'Tht* Stmlh African ; t'spt'cially sniTert'tl 
badly from thirst. Onr casualties w'ert* about 120 all 
told. 'Phe enem / hisses were ee 'tainly tltinblti ours, Fiit 
tlit'v carrietl tiff I lit'ir ficltl guns. 

Skilful luiiidling of his forces bad again 
ext ri<‘atcd the t'nemy from a ditrK*ult position, 
but be was still in a tight corner, with Van 
Devontt'r pressing fast along the line of the 
railway to wliich lit* was retreating. On tlie 
same dtiy that he laid concentrated his division 
at Njangak) (August 9) V'an Deventf'r started 
east. On August 12 he occupied Mpapua ; 
on August. 15 and lb he fought the enemy at 
Kidete station, losing G killed and 90 w'ounded. 
The enemy, outflanked liy mountc*d troops. 
n*tired, and on August. 22 Van Devcntei 
ent<*r(*d Kilo.s.sa, thf* garrison of wdiich had 
a!r<*ady got away to Mrogoro. (Jen. Van 
Deventer's rc*port to (k*n. Smuts gives some 
idea of the diHficulties overcome in this rapid 
a<ivan(H», in wdiieh the South African troops 
w’(*r(* seen at tlu*ir best : — 

Tlu* rjiilwtvy from Kidete to Kilossa for a flislaiice of 
2.'> mile.s follows a narrow' defile cut through the Fsugam 
mountaiiis hy the Mkondokw'a river ; every yard oi 
advance w'as stubbondy re.*-’isteil hy the enemy. , . . d’he 
fighting consisted of the enemy receiving our advance 
giiaril with one of several amhuvht's, then failing bai'K 
on a well-})repai*etl position, and retiring from that, on 
to further welbselecteil amhush jilaces and positions. 
All the time our less advaneeti troops were suh- 
jeeteil to vigorous shelling by means of long-ni*igo luival 
guns. 

Since leaving Kondoa Irangi the troops who have 
reaehcil Kilossa by the shortest route have done at least 
220 miles. Owing to bad roads, shortage of transport 
and the rapidity of advance, the adequate rationing of 
iho troops was not possible. The underfeeding and over- 
working arc sadly reflected in their state of health. 
Heganling the animals of my Division, the advance from 
Mpapua to Kilossa was through one continual by belt 
wheix* practically all the animals were infected. 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


113 


( it'll. Smuts now t ried, in his own phrase, 
t/. bottle the enemy up in Mrogoro.” To this 
, . li Knslin was sent soutli. He erossod tlie 
. . iitral Railway west of Mrogoro on August 23 
.(id the next day oecu])ied Mlali, on tlie westt'rn 
• l inks of the IJhigurii hills, some 15 miles south- 
\\ ‘-t of Mrogoro. The 1st ^lounted l^rigade, 
iindi r (ien. Niissoy, was now detaehed from 
\ .'II Deventer’s division to co-operate with 
iMislin. The rest of Van Dev^enter’s division, 
notwithstanding the exhausted condition of th<‘ 
inhintry, responded gallantly to an appt'ul by 
(ion. Smuts that they should block the (*neiny 
line of ndreat still farther to the south-west, 
(‘rossing a series of mountain ridges, all 
rntienehc'd, and at each of which tlu* eneniN- 
fought n'tarding actions, they reaeh(‘d Kidodi, 
<»n the Rualia riv(‘r, on Septembc'r 10 a 
rcinarkiibly fiiK* ])('rfoi*manee. (it'ii. Smuts 
wjis sfiecially eon(*i*rned to bar this route as 
Ik he,d k'ai-ned that, if driv(*n from Mrogoro, it. 
was Col. von L(*ttow-\'orlK'ek's intimtion to 
retire' by it to Mahenge, a ( h)V('rnm<‘nt sta.t ion 
on a healthy plateau which li(*s midway 
hetweeu ^Ii'ogoro and Lak<* Xyasa-. 

Having imule dispositions to guard a.gainst 


von Lettow-\"orb('<*k’s escape, the troops on 
the Wami began the mai'ch to Mrogoro on 
August 23. (Ien. Smuts first moved ba.(*k edong 
the* Wami for nine' mile's, striking thenec* across 
a \\'at(‘r!e'.ss b»'lt of sonu* 25 miles to the 
Xgt're'ng<*re. The' dense' bush, the' lu'at and 
the abse'iice* of wat(*r made' tliis march, which 
lastt'd two days, one of the most trying of the 
whole campaign. It s<*i‘\M'd its purpose*, for, 
misled by Knslin’s movt'iuent farther we'st, 
the ene'iuy had lua.sse'd his troops on thi' dire'ct. 
road Ix'twe'eii Mrogorei and l)aka.wa. The 
(Jerman coiuuumder-in-ehii'f had been at. 
^Irogoro lor sonu' wt'i'ks. d’hen* a.Iso was the 
(Iovt*ruoi*, Dr. Sehiu'i'. and th<* administ rat i\'( 
hc'a.fhpiarters. R\ August 24 \'on Lt'ttow- 
\ orbc'ck n‘a.Ii/.ed that not onl\' was it impossible 
to hold the place any longi'i* but that unU'ss he 
retn'ate'd imme'diately t he* di'cisive' e'ligage'iuent 
it was his ol)j(‘ct to a.\oid would have* to be 
fought. (filling ba.ck his fe>rces from the* 
Dakawa road, la* hurrit'dly e\ a.eua.ted .Mrogoro 
(ta.king Dr. Schm'e* with him). I(‘a\ ing tin' town 
by a track which wi'iit due south through the 
Iduguru mountains. (Jen. Smuts did not 
know that this tra.ck existe'd until on August 25 



ACTION AT DAKAWA, WAMI RIVER. 

sketch made on the spot. A mountain battery gun less than 200 yards from the enemy’s trenches. 
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the brigmlo!^ of (ions. Shoppard an(i I3c‘vt»s 
ontorod Mrogoro. Thru it was stM'ii tliat tiio 
(»lal)orat<^ arrang(‘inerits inad<* to guard tho 
flanks of tht* inouiitains Kannyngton Avas now 
moving vast of I’lnguru had proved vain. 
l''lie enemy had onei* more got away. 

Although his troops and aTiimals were worn 
out" and his transport liad reaeh(‘d "its 
extreme radius of action,” (Jen. Smuts decidc‘d 
upon immediate piu'suit of tla* c*n(‘my. Aft<‘r 
six w(‘eks of fuost. arduous figliting tin* (Germans 
\vf‘r(* tlriv<*n from the I Uiiguru mountains. Th<\v' 
evaluated Kiss aki, tlieir la.st. and chief strong - 
liold in tliose mountains on Se]item})er 15, 
having jireviously aliandoned two naval guns 


conducted the coast operations farther noril,, 
had anout 2,000 troops at Bagamoyo — Tndiai,^. 
Cape Boys aiul West Indians. He divided th( m 
into two columns. While one column march. d 
aloTig the coast, ‘the other took a more inlnnd 
route so as to approach I )ar-es -Salaam from tl o 
east. Neither column met with serious oppjj^j. 
tion. The (lermans had detepmined not- in 
defend Dar-es-Sahuim, where they had gathend 
a large number of Kuropeari non-combatants. 
Simultaneously with the appearance of (\)l. 
Price before Dar-f's-Salaam British warships 
entered the harbour and the town was ceremoni- 
ously occupied on September 4. The garrisiyi 
had retired south some days [ireviously, taking 



GERMAN FORT AT KISSAKI, ULUGURU MOUNTAINS. 


and very large (|uantiti(\s of heavy -gun am- 
munition. Part of tlie ( h'rman force escaped 
to Mahengt', but t h(* main body, with von 
L(‘t tow -\"orbt‘('k aiul Dr. Schnet'r took up 
deftaisive })ositions towards th(‘ coast and 
stretching from th(' INlgeta rivc‘r to sout h of thc‘ 
Kuhji. It was now' mitl-Se])tt*mbe.r, and 
.>muts’s Army w as so exhausted and worn out — 
for wiM'ks it ha.d been on iialf rations or less — 
t hat a thorough n*st. was imperat iv(‘ly nc‘cessary,^ 
on medical as well as military grounds. For 
the time being offensive o])erations coast'd. 

Concurrently with the advance of the British 
main forces in August, operations w’ere under- 
taken to clear the coast ]>lain between Baga- 
moyo and Dar-es-Salaaiii. Col. Price, who had 


with them tlu'ir artillery, except one (bin. gun. 
which was blow n up. The harl)our wAirks nml 
the railway station had also been effect ivcl\ 
destroyed. Many of the German locomothcs 
wert' run into the sea. 

In seven months, March-Sept ember, P.tHi- 
Gen. Smuts had reduced the strength of ll»‘' 
enemy opposed to him by two-thirds and hj»d 
occupienl the w4iole of the north-eastern part 
German Fast Africa, including the chief an 
of European settlement — Kilimanjaro-Mci •• 
Usambara, Ilandeni and Mrogoro. Conci f*- 
rently Belgian forces under Maj.-Gem. Toinbi ur 
had conquered the north-west part of tli 
German protectorate. The two main Belgiiui 
cohuiins, which were coiiunanded respective iy 
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CROSSING A RIVER. 
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BRIDGE BUILT BY INDIAN SAPPERS TO REPLACE ONE DESTROYED 

BY THE GERMANS. 


})y Cols. Olsen and INTolitor, invaded Gerinan 
territory north and south of Lake Kivu in A])ril. 
Col. Molitor, who slruek south-east, was aided 
by a Lake (k)luinn sent by Con. Siuiits to the 
Victoria Nyanza and corninanded by 13rig.-Cen. 
Sir Charles (Vewe. Col. Olsen’s eoluinn, 
marching down the north-(*ast shores of 'Tangan- 
yika, oeeupi(*d Ujiji and Kigonia, tlu? lake 
terminus of tlie C(^ntral Railway, early in 
A\igust, Relgian gunboats and seaplanes assist- 
ing. 'Thereafter the 01s(*n, .Molitor and Cn'W(' 
coluinns advanced on Tabora, the chief town in 
the western part of (German East Africa. It 
was occupied by the Relgians in Sej)teinber 
after stubborn fighting. 'TJie one section of the 
railway left in CtTiiian hands, that between 
'Tabora and Kiliinantinde, was seized by Sir 


C’harles Crewe’s co'jimn. By the end of 
September the Central Railway and the 
whole of the Cernian protectorate north of 
the line had passed into the ])ossession of the 
Allies. 

Cen. Northey’s Nyasaland and Rhodesia 
columns had also achieved noteworthy suc- 
cesses. Betwf'cn May and Si^pteiuber they 
conquered the south-western part of Geniiaa 
h^ast Africa, and after the capture of 'Tabora 
and ^Trogoro they played an increasingly 
important part in the operations. 'Tho story <>f 
the campaign in the western part of (k*riuaii 
Kast Africa, of the fighting in tho Maliengc 
and Rufiji districts and of tho Portugucst* 
operat ions in the south is reserved for treatment 
in a subsecpient chapter. 


CHAPTER CLXXXIV. 


THE 

RUMANIAN CAMPAIGN OF 1916: 
(III.) THE LAST PHASE. 


Situation after the Fall of Bukarest^Thb Invading Forces and Thei^ Plans— Rumanian 
AND Russian Retreat.*!— Abandonment of the Dobrudja— The Delta of the Danube — Fall 
OP Maoin and Braila — The Sereth Link— The End of the Enemy Advance— A Bitter Winter 
—Rumanian Army Reorganization— (Herman Hopes of Bread and Oil- Their Disappoint- 
ment-Destruction of the Oil Fields — Rumanian Politics— Formation of a National 

(JOVERNMENT — PROSPECTS OF REFORM — RUMANIA AND THE ALLIES. 


W ITH the fall of Bukarest on Decem- 
ber 6, 1916, opens the last stage 
of the enemy advance in Rumania. 
The Rumanian theatre of war 
Diinained as yet divided into three distinct 
[larts, which may be described as the Moldavian, 
the Wallachian, and the Dobrudja fronts. 

Along the Moldavian border the opposing 
forces were still facing each oth€‘r in approx-i- 
Hiately the same positions as had been reached 
by the Rumanian Fourth Army under (len. 
Presan about the middle of October, 1916, 
f>ut by the end of November hardly any 
Rumanian imits were left in that sector, their 
place having been taken by two Russian armies 
under Generals Kaledin and Lcchitsky, the 
!!on<luerors- of laitsk and Czemowitz— the main 
craftsmen of the Russian victory in the summer 
of 1916. The enemy forces in this area wore 
comprised in two Austro-Hungarian armies, 
the Seventh under Gen. Kdvess von Kovess- 
haza in the north, and the First imder Gpn. Arz 
von Straussenberg in the south ; these two 
commanders, both natives of Transylvania, 
« ero among the few Austro-Hungarian generals 
"hose reputation was not lost in the disasters 
"’hich the Hapsburg Monarchy had suffereil on 
' ot XlL—part 147 


the Russian front during the preceding summer. 
Besides Austro-Hungarian troops their armies 
contained a fair number of Gorman units, among 
others a group of divisious under Gen. von Gcrok. 
Tho supremo enemy command was nominally in 
the hands of Archduke Joseph, a blue-blooded 
nonentity. Wht'n on November 22 Archduko 
Charles Francis Joseph had succeeded his 
great-iuicle as Emperor of Austria and King of 
Hungary, Archduke Joseph, a member of the 
so-called Hungarian branch of the Hapsburgs, 
was appointed to tho command on tho Tran- 
sylvanian front. 

In the centre, in the Wallachian plain, the 
enemy armies were predominantly Gorman, 
and remained entirely under German command. 
Here Field-Marshal von Mackensen personally 
sujiervisc!! tho operations ; it was he with 
whom rested in reality the supreme enemy 
command in the entire Rumanian theatre of 
war, from Doma Vatra to the Black Sea, By 
December 6 the entire Wallachian front had 
been reduced to about 75 miles. Within this 
sector operated two armie.s : the Ninth German 
Army under Gen. von Falkenhayn, which in 
November hail been scattered along the entire 
northern border of Wallachia from the Vulcan 
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Mountains to the Biizou Pass, on a front of 
about 150 miles, and the so-called army of the 
Danube under Gen. von Kosch. Tlie Ninth 
Army presented the strongest concentration 
of forces within the (»ntire Kumanian theatre 
of war ; it included the army groups of (Generals 
von Iviihne, Krafft von 1 )elmensingen and von 
Morgen and the Cavalry Corps of (.V>unt 
Sclunettow'. Tlie iiriny ef tlie Danube consisted 



GENERAL ARZ VON STRAUSSENBERG 
Commanded the First Austro-Hunffarian Army 
on the Moldavian Border. 

of German, Bulgarian and Turkish divisions, 
and was to be further nunforeed in its advance 
along the Danube ; it gat Inured in the forces 
whicdi had been detailed to guard the river-line, 
w!ulst the northern bank had still been in the 
possession of the Russian and Kumanian forces. 
On the side of our Allies, following on the battle 
of tht^ Argesh, most of the w^orn-out Rumanian 
units were withdrawn behind the front. 
tt> be reorgani‘i‘‘d under the leadership of 
Generals Aver(‘seu and Presan. They were 
replaced by fresh Russian troops, and thus 
the Rumanian theatre of w ar gradually changed 
into a fourth division of the Russian front 
(the otlier three were — the northern sector on 
the Dvina under Gen. Ruzsky, the centre 
in Lithuania under Gen. Kvert, and the original 
soiitliern front in Volhynia and Galicia under 
Gon. Brusiloff) In January, 1917, Gen. Gurko, 


who had greatly dist inguislied himself durin. 
the autumn fighting in Volhynia, was put ii 
supreme command of all the Allied forces in tli, 
Rumanian theatre f)f war. 

In the Dobrudja tlie Allied forces under tl^ 
Russian Gt'iieral Sakharoff w’cre still faciut. 
the Third Bulgarian Army uml(‘r Gen. Nc'riz<»}, 
<»n a line extending 10 to 15 miles north of tlx 
Cernavoda-Constanza railway. These position 
had been rea*‘hed by the Russian count ei- 
olfensive about tlic* middle of NoviMiiber ; thiai 
tlu‘ fatal breakdown in the Jiu V' alley made 
W-dlaehia tht' centre of events. 

Wallachia remained the centre also after 
the fall of Bnkarest. The initiative wa.s 
entirely with the enemy, and all tlie effort,- 
and skill of the Russian generals and all the 
tenacity of the Russian peasant -soldi<‘r could 
not^ count (a'balanee tlu' omissions of tlx' 
thoroughly disorganised and in(*oinpet('nt - 
sometimes even criminrdly ineomix'tenf — 
( Jov’(^rnment system of Russia’s ancicn rejitne. 
Half of the reinforcenuaits which Russia sent 
to Rumania in D(a*ember, 191(), if afforded |.\v<i 
months earlier w hen the weakness and failing.s 
of the Rumanian army organisation and the 



GENERAL VON k5vESS 
Commanded the Seventh Austro-Hungarian Army 
on the Moldavian Border. 


ov erpowering strength of the enemy had alread\ 
become patent to the whole world — might 
hav^e sav'ed the situation. Now the invasion 
could not be arrested, not even after the 
eastern base of the Wallaehian salient had been 
reached 

After the battle of the Argesh the enemv 
advance in the centre had brought the Wal 
lachian front into line with the western border 
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Moldavia; they joined into a practically 
t\dght lino extending from Dorua Vatra, at 
, farthest north-western end of Moldavia, to 
';iU‘nitza on the r3anube, and at right angles 
, that river. From OKenitza to a short 
.tiiiice north of Cernavoda the Danube inter- 
vened between the o])posing forces, on a line 
tinning to the east with a slight l)ut increasing 
,.,,rve to the north. In the Dobrudja the front 
,‘\t ended due east and west. 

d'he further enemy advance in Wallaehia 
liiul to be a wheel pivoting on south-eastern 
'rninsylvania, and sweeping across the low- 
lands in the big bend of the Danube between 
Oltenitza and Braila. The ultimate objective 
set in that wheel to the two (lermaTi M.rmies in 
t|i(‘ c(‘ntre was the narrow sector b(‘tween 
Koeshani and T5raila, in front of the Sereth line. 
The right cntaiiy wing in the Dobrudja was 
meantime to complete the conepa'st of that 
jaovince, support the operat ions on the left 
hajik of the Danube, and finally to turn the 
line' of t h(‘ 8ereth by crossing the Danube below 
(ialatz and invading Bc'ssarabia. The Austro- 
Hungarian anni('s on the left wing were to 
force, through the valleys of the Bistritsa, the 
Trot us and otlier minor mountain streams, a 
descent into the valley of the Sereth and 
against the Dorohoi-Bacau-Foeshani railway. 
In the centre the two (h'rman armies, a mnv 
phalanx directed against a sector which towards 
Hic close of the campaign measured only about 


50 miles, were to continue to make the pace in 
the offensiv4^ ; tlw^ lint‘ oi\ which th(*ir advance 
was tinally arrested mark(‘d only the minimum 
of the ({tM-man stratc'gic nims. 

But for tiu' Russian command th(‘ lim* along 
the northern INtoldavian border, bending ba<‘k 
past Ocna and ]\laras<'shti to the lower Sereth, 
and along the Danulx' from ( lahitz to the Black 
Sea, nu*ant the maximum withdrawal corn- 
pat iblt* with tin' sa.f(‘ty of tludr (Jalieian front. 
Had the line, of the lowcT St'ndli b(‘(‘n turned 
or brok(‘n through, f)r Inul tiu' railway line in 
the upper and middle SiMidh \hillev b(*en any- 
w'her(‘ reached by tlu* eiunuy, our .Allies' would 
have had to evacuate Moldavia, a-nd ndire on 
to the line of the Pruth. 'Phis movt'ua'nt,, by 
uncov<‘ring the Bukovinian ilank, would hav(* 
nect‘ssitated also a retn'at from tlu^ Carpathian 
front between the Jablonitsa and Dorna 
Vatra, in south -east (T u (Jalicia and in tin* 
Bukovina. Th(‘ Russians would have had t(» 
abandon the wide belt of land siaith of the 
Dniester which tlu' brilliant victories of (leneral 
Lochitsky had gaiiad for th(‘m in Juiu) and 
July, 1010. Not- mt'rely .strat(‘gically but 
oven in territory tlicy would liavc* lost most 
of the fruits of the ])rec('ding summer c*amj^aign. 
The enemy would have regained the im]>ort ant- 
raihvay lino at the northern foot of the Car- 
pathians, tho obj(M‘t of so many offensive's and 
counter-offensive's during the* two y«*ars 1914- 
19 It). The Rumanian e*ampaign would have 
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rosultod in a marked enemy recovery in the 
riitire southern half of the Eastern front. It 
u as therefore with the utmost tenacity that the 
Kiissians continued to hold the lino from Dorn a 
Vatra to the Odobeshti Mountains, and here, on 
a front of about 150 miles, during a campaign 
of three months, which was marked by very 
considerable advances in every other part of 
ihe Rumanian theatre of war, the enemy never 
succeeded in breaking anywhere through the 
Allied defences or in gaining anything hut 
small local advantages usually fully count or- 


tho fighting fell. Two river lines interv^ene 
between the Argesh and the Himnie Sarat- 
Rraila front, the Jalomitsa and the Calmatuiul, 
whilst the lJuzou, running in its lower course 
in a north-easterly direction, covers the wcstnrn 
flank of the positions round Rraila. In their 
lower course's these rivers form serious obstaek^s 
to military operations, but each of theun 
was forced in its upper comse by the German 
adv'ance along the Vloeshti-Koc*shani railway. 
The' distaiuM^ from JMoevshti to the Buzeu River 
amounts to only 40 miles, and on Dc'ct'iiiber 14, 



RUMANIAN CONVOY IN BUKAREST SHORTLY BEFORE ITS CAPTURE. 


balanced by similar successes attained by the 
Russians. 

During the wheel which carried the enemy 
forces from the Ploeshti-Bukarest to the 
Rirnnic Sarat-Braila front, the? main body of 
Rie Ninth Army followed the railway which 
luns from Ploeshti, past Buzeu and Rirnnic 
^'arat to Foeshani, whilst the army of the 
Danube advanced parallel to it, along tlie outtr 
t ircle, against the corner between the Sereth 
the Danube. The distance covered by the 
^f’oops of Gen. von Kosch was on the average 
twice that traversed by the Ninth Army, 

I ut it was on the latter that the main brunt of 


eight days after the fall of Bukarest, the 
enemy crossed it oast of the town of Buzcui. 
Tlie rotul was now practically op(‘n for an 
advance of the ^Vrmy of the Danube agamst 
Braila. In this advance the troops of Cieneral von 
Kosch wf*re still further liolped by strong Bul- 
garian detachments crossing, on December 8, the 
Danube at Cnlarashi (op])Osite Silistria), and at 
Feteshti (at the Wallachian end of the Cernavoda 
bridge). The Army of the Danube could sw(*ep 
on against the Jalomitsa, leaving to the Bul- 
garians the task clearing the Baragan steppe. 

On November 28 the whole of the Campolung- 
Piteshti railway line, which runs about 30 to 40 
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miles west of tlio Prodcal- Ploesliti railway, was 
as yet in the hands of our Allies. A w(‘ek 
later, whilst the Rumanian forces in the 
Rrahova valley w(*re still offering stiibhf)rn 
rosistanee to tin’! enemy j^ressuro from tlie north 
in the dist rict round Sinaia, tlio forces of Oen. 
von Falkenhayn wert^ already approaching 
the outskirts of Ploc'shti. 'I'lu* lino of retreat 
through tJie Prahova valley was cut. “ 'J'lie 
pursuit of tlie Rumanians across the Bukarest- 
Ploeshti line,” announced the Austrian official 
r<^port of Ih*<*ember 8, ” is proe.et'ding rapidly. 
'Plu* enemy retreating from the Predeal and 
Alt-Schanz ])ass(‘s iias alrc^idy found liis retreat 
barred by Austro-Hungarian and German 
troops. The majority of them wen^ ca[)turt‘<l 
yesterday by the Ninth Army, and numbered 
about 10,000 men.” 

'^riu‘ same* story, only worded diffc'rently, 
was told by the (German coinnmniqui ot' the 
same' day, (except that the round and impressive 
figure of 10,000 prisoners covered in it all the 
captures cfft'cted by the Ninth Army on 
December 7, and not merely those in the 
Prahova and the Dostaia valleys. As a 
matter of hict neither version was true. The 
l)ulk of the Rumanian troops which had held 
the passes north of Ploesliti succeeded in 
effecting their retreat to the east, across the 
mountains, whilst Rumanian and Russian 
forces were holding up the main forces of 
Gon. von Falkenhayn east of Ploeshti. “ llic 


German re))orts giving the impression that 
they liad capt\ir«'d the Pred(*al Army at tin* 
end of November ” (O.S,, i.e,, the beginning 
of l^ecember), wrote the correspondent of 
T/ie Thnes with th(^ Rumanian Army under 
date of January 8, “reached here only yester- 
day. I witnessed personally the retreat of the 
whole Army under t.h<* command of Gen. 
Averescu, now comma’ iding the Rumanian 
Armies. As soon as the hope of saving Bukaivst 
was abandoned a retreat- from the ('Carpathians 
was ordert'd, and the troops withdrew slowly, 
keeping contact all tin' time witJi the enemy. 
The artillery maintained tlie position, firing 
at the enemy until tin*, infiuitry had succeed(*d 
in getting away, but the guns, after being 
destroyed, were lost. Tin' rearguards, which 
fought very liravely, had also to be sacrificed. 

“ The Pred('al Army then joined the remainder 
of tlie Bukan'st divisions, and wit h them offered 
t he first organized resistance to the enemy south 
of Buzeu. Divisions of these much-tried troops 
are still fighting at tlie front.” 

Some 10 miles west of Ploeshti the Rumania i 
r(?arguard.s supported by the Russians sue- 
c'ot'ded in arresting for a while the enemy 
advance on the line of tlie (^^ricovul Riv * i , 
It was not until after the Germans liad turn» 1 
theso positions from the north by an advaii< ' 
across the mountains against Cislau, in th ^ 
Buzeu Valley, that our Allies withdrew ^ 
December 9 in the direction of Mizil. Aft 
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,, her three days of fighting, Mizil also was 
:]uloned. On the same day the right wing 
he Ninth Gorman Army crossed the Hivor 
I I jMiiiitsa at Hoceauii ; the Army of the Dannbo 
at Urziceni ; the cavalry from (hm. 
^,,1 Kosch’s army had crossed at Copiza on 
|) rtM liber 10. On December 14 the enemy 
lured the town of Buzeu, the important 
jtnu tion of the railways from Ploeshti, Cc*rna- 
N . .tla, Braila,Focshani, and of tho lino which runs 
up the Biizoii river towards the Buzou Pass. 
On December lo and 10 severe fighting dev'c- 


loped for tlie crossings of tlie Buzeu both north 
and south-east of the town, and in .the (^al- 
matuiul lowlands, south of tlu» Buzeu. On 
the next day tht‘ Buzeu was crossed by tho 
Ninth Army on a broad front, whilst the Army 
of tho Danube' forct'd a passage over tho Bowi'r 
Calmatuiul, south of Filiixvsht i. Tho forces 
of our Allies w(‘re now rt'tiring in two directions, 
tho Bumaniiins mainly on Bimnio Sarat, where 
Rus^^ian reinfor(‘ements wer<^ awaiting them, 
the Russians towards Jiraila. 

The refroat a(*rosK tlu' bower Jalomitsa 


i 

f 


f 
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THE DELTA OF THE DANUBE. 

resulted naturally in a corresponding with- 
drawal in the Dobrudja. On December 14 
General Sakharoff’s troops evacuated the 
positions whicli they had lield since al)Out 
the iniddlo of Novombor, and reached on 
the next day the Hirshova-Cartai-Cogelac line, 
some 10 inih^s north of their previous front. 
It was docidcMl to abandon practically the 
whole of the Dobrudja ; the movcinont was 
carried out with comparatively small losses, and 
much of the time even out of touch with the 
enemy. On Decembe^r 17 the llussians crossed 
the Habadag-Pocinc'aga line, sonio 30-35 miles 


north of their original front. The next 
Jiulgarian cavalry entered the town of Babada ^ 
On a line extending from Turcoia. on tl i* 
Danube to Hangearca, and then along tho 
River Taita to Lake Babadag (north-ea^t 
of the town), the Russian rearguard, consisting 
largely of Cossack cavalry, for the first thno 
during the retreat offered serious resistance. 
On December 19 fighting “ attaining moro 
than average intensity ** was reported from 
the district of Cerna, on the Russian riglit 
wing, and on the next day some sorious en- 
counters took place in the centre romid Bala- 
bancia and Baclikioi between the Third Cossack 
and the Fourth Bulgarian Infantry Divisions. 
Soon the battle extended across the whole 
of the Dobrudja Iroiit. “ The enemy, with 
sujit'rior forces, attacked our detachments 
along the whole front,” says the Rus^^ian 
otlicial coiamunlqi(S of December 22. “ After 

a stubborn resistance our dotaclirnonts com- 
menced to withdraw northwards. By a daring 
attack of one of our regiments, the Bulgarians, 
who advanced etist of Lake Babadag from tho 
village of ICnisala, were thrown into Lake 
Ibolota. The greater part of them were 
drowned. . . On December 23 the loft 
Russian wing was withdrawn over tbo Lower 
Danube across pontoon-bridges which had 
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TULGHA. 


constructed there in ember, 1910, at 
’^Pulcea and Lsaccea. The Hussian t\)r(*(‘s 
rouiaining in tlie Dobrudja wore eoncMMit rated 
on the lino Racliol-Greci, in front of Maoin. 

On Christmas Kve the enemy entered in 
force tho town of ^fulcea, one of tlie most 
important comnuTcial centres in tlie Dolinulja. 
Inhabited by Humanians, Russians, J<‘ws, 
Tartars, Armenians and Greeks, it. lic^s opp<isi(e 
the Ih'ssarabian town of Ismail, tho first. 
im[iortant seltlornent on the Danube, on the 
western fringe of its Delta, whicli from now 
nnwiirds was to separate on a wide front the* 
opposing arnii<\s. 

In tlie district of Tuleea the Danube divides 
into three main brandies : t he Kilia arm which, 
in the north, forms the frontier between tln^ 
Russian province of Bessarabia and the 
Humanian Dobrudja ; the Sulina canal, opened 
some time since to navigation, by dnnlging 
and the remov-al of the sand bars ; and the 
George's canal, which, down to Diinabet, 
forms tho southern border of the Delta. At 
f ‘Ttain periods, especially between April and 
du* middle of tJuly, the wide country enclosed 
these rivers and measuring about 1,500 
'piaro miles changes into an enormous lake - 
‘‘^'ly few islands stand above the flood; at 
'•Mut times, in the dry season, wide fields and 
■’ adows emerge, covered with magnificently 
h growth, though big lakes and numerous 
' ^ rs still remind one of the waters which claim 
^ land in their own season. For ages the 


Delta of the Daniilx* remaiiii'il practically 
uncx])lorc(l ; current theories di\scril)<'d it as 
a swamp and ent<‘rprising capitalists ]>lanned 
its drainage*. At ])n‘s(‘nt thei licst authoritie's 
consider it an inland lake, traverseal by ridges 
and causeways wliich di^^ide it into many 
separate basins ; most of its bottom sinks 
Ix'low tho surface of the Black S<'a -hence 
a.l! i<k*as of draining it havi* to he dismissed 
as iinpraet iealile. 

The extrafirdinary life of th<‘ Delta., whc're 
plants as w<‘ll as animals have had tf) develop 
a new type adjusted to tli<^ regular inU're.hangt^ 
of floods and dry seasons, has found its recorder 
in the distinguished Din'ctor of the Museum 
of Natural History in Biikarc'st, Df. (J. Antipa. 
His descriptions read like bits of a new “ .Jungle 
Book ” ; hen^ is the paradise of animals, wIktc 
man alono can find no p<*rmanenf. fof)ting. 
The amount of dry land in th<* Delta is vitv 
small at all seasons, but tlu^ mon^ or less solid 
surface is very much cnlargc<l by a peculiar 
growth of water plants called “ plaur ” which 
form wide, strong mats, sometimes more than 
three fe€^t thick -whole islands — inhabitable by 
animals and even by (enterprising men. Fislu^r- 
mcn build on them their huts of reeds, and 
animals find sefe n‘fuge from the rising waters. 
Most of thorn, (*ven the wolves, the foxes, 
the wild oxen and pigs in the Delta, know 
how to swim, and they all better than men 
recognise tlie time when they havee to make 
for safety. When the mice and rats gather on 



AN ISLAND IN THE DANUBE DELTA. 


liiglior ground it is a suro sign (liat tho waiters 
will soon 1)0 rising. Only tho luiivs have; not 
loariK'd tlio art of swinimiTig. but. whon the 
floods (.‘oino run for tlu'ir lifo. Tho crowns of 
tlio niagnilicont willow tri'os which cover wi<lo 
strut ch(‘s of laud in the Delta ai(» :i peculiar 
place of r<*fug(\ Kvnai wolvc’s and foxes 
can soini'tinies 1 m* found sec'king safc'ty in the 
willow-trees (tin* usual haunt of tin* wihl cat) 
gnawing the ycnuig shoots ; if the flood lasts 
long they die* of starvation. This is the land 
wImtc? the story of XoalTs Ark is repeat e<l 
every year in tens of thousands of places ; 
wlH‘r(\ indeed, aniino.ls, iiuiuunalio., a.s well as 
birds, have tli<*ii- perinanent arks against 
men. It is th(*ir own land, th(*ir exclusive 
laud. Kish also abound, and when man makes 
occasional preying iiu'oads into this region 
it i)ays him well to do so. ^specially during 
high floods fish gath(‘r in the Delta to live on 
its rank ])lants. It is recordetl tliat in 1907-8, 
when at Braila t he river had risen almost. 20 feet 
above tho usual level, 13 million ]M)unds of 
fish were caught in the Delta. 

In exceptionally cold winters the Delta 
freezes, and again its life enters on a new 
phase. But when in spring the ice breaks it 
sometimes tears off and c*arries away with it the* 
banks of re.nls, the “ plaurs.” which change 
into sw'iniining islands, and by their removal 


it transforms the face of tho landsca.])(». Only 
during tho most, sevta'o frost does tlie Delta 
admit free movemi^nts of tuou across its 
huicls, })ut no such frost came in the winter of 
1010--7, until afti^r the wintor canijiaign had 
practi<*ally close* 1. '^13 lo Delta was sa.ved from 

invasion. 

By D(H*(anber 17 the two (Jerman armies 
which o[)erated between th(^ Carpathians and 
the Danulie reached a line extending from 
Slobodia, on the ('alnau, a l(*ft-hand tributary 
of the Buzeu, ])ast Pirlit/.i to ^"islu^ni, some 25 
mi’'*s i*ast of the towia of Buzt*u ; then south of 
the Buzeu River, past Filipeshti and Viziru to 
the Danube. I'li * ])ositions on this line ran 
about 15 to 30 miles in front of Rimnic Sarat 
and Braila, coxeriug these hist two Wallachian 
towns still in the f)oss( ssion of our Allans. The 
sector before Braila was the best protected 
and fortified part of the line, and the enemy, 
tlierefore, <lid not attempt a frontal attack 
against it, but began his advance by movo' 
ments on both its flanks; in th * Dobrudja. 
by closing in against niacin, in the wi^st by an 
offensive against Rimnic Sarat. The first 
attempts in the latter direction having met with 
<letermined ^vsi stance', tho enemy paused for 
a few elays, only to resume the attack with 
bigger forces on December 22. A battle then 
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followed which lasted five days and was fougiit. 
.,ti a front extending over some 30 miles. Tlio 
main attack against Rimnic Sarat was carried 
Milt from two directions. On the left wing of 
iho Ninth Oerman Army, the group of Cen. 
Krafft von Oelmensingcn, comprising t he Ger- 
niaii Alpine Corps, advanced from west to east 
against the Calnau line in front of Racovitscni, 
wlnlst, on the right w'ing, the attack imx-eodi'd 
troiii south to north, from Pirlitzi and" Balaceanii 


vn 

against Zoita. On December 23 the enemy 
captured tlio villages of Ardrecosti and I'inten- 
eani. Heights CO and CO and the village of 
Ralaeeaiiu. Tlio next day violent artillery 
fire was reported from this part of the front, 
ami also from tla^ Calnau. The German 
superiority in artillery was again tolling 
against our .iVllies. “ The enemy fire \V 4 is 
particularly fierce to the north ot the Buzeu- 
Pdmnic road.'’ reports the official Russian 
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coftmui niff lie rif Dooombor 25, “ whore he 

launched attacks and <;aptured a lioight south 
of Kacovitseni. Our troops countor-attaekod 
and dislodged tlio oneiny from this height, hut 
our detaohruents soon aliandoned it again, as 
the (iriciiiy w'as swt»epirig it with shells.” On 
the iK^xt day the front was extended still 
farther to the north, to the sources of the 
1 ‘iver Jtiiiinie, north-west of the town. The 
Alpine Corjis had (established eouta('>t with the 
Aruiy Oroup of (ion. von (k^rok on tlie oxtivine 
right wing of th(^ Kirst Austro-Hungarian Army. 
On l)ee(Mii])(a’ 2h fighting round Himnic Sarat 
reaelu^d its eulminating ])oint. The Gorman 
forces suceecultMl in br(‘aking tlirough th<‘ 
tiuiaeiously deft ndinl positions of the Russians 
on a front of 10 miles and in capturing the 
villages of Pardosi, (/ostieni and Zoita, th(* last 
only about seven mil(\s south of the town of 
Rimnie. During the night of Ihuember 20-27 
our Allies took up new jiositions on tlxe heights 
north-w(wt of Zoita, and th(^ next day was 
marked by a swaying battle, which finished, 
how(‘V(*r, in a further Russian withdrawal. 
“ Aftta* a stubborn r«‘sista.nc(*,” says the ofheial 
Russian coinimniique of Dec(‘mber 2S, ” our 
detachments w(^re press(‘d back by superior 
h<jstile for('(\s on the si'ctor near the railway 
in th(» n'gion of Rinmi(^ Sarat and wem^ obligtMl 
to withdraw as far as the River Rimnie.” 


After sov'ere street fighting the town itself was 
evacuated. The enemy claimed to have 
captured during the five days of fighting in 
front of Rimnie Sarat 10,220 prisoners. 

Tt was not until after the Ninth Army had 
gairietl a considerable stretch of groimd beyond 
the* Riizeu that the Army of the l^anulx* 
resumed, on Christmas Day, its advaiUM* 
against the Vishani-Viziru front. German 
divisions reinforced by the Austro-Hungarian 
group of Coloiud Szivo formed the main atta(‘k- 
ing force; tlu? Turks and liulgarians held Hit* 
eastern jawt of tht* line, near the Danube. 

Throughout the day the enemy was attacking 
with considerabk^ forces on the Filipeshti- 
hisconteanea front,” reports the Russian 
coininnnique of December 20, “ but was re- 
pulsed with heavy losst^s. The fighting was 
(‘specially fierce in tin? village of Filipeshti, 
which, having be(‘n set on fin^ by enemy artillery, 
was (‘vacuated by us.” Als(-) llfught 55 was 
abandoned, but the railway statitin of l^^ili- 
])(^shti remained in the hands of our Allies. 
13uring the next t wo days no furt her operat ions 
on a large s(‘al(‘ were und('rtak(‘n by the troops 
of General von Kosch. They were awaiting 
the r€\sults of the battle round Rimnie Sarat. 
With tlu* withdrawal beyond the River Rimnie, 
th(' positions in the lake district on tin* eastern 
bank of the Buzeu, round Satucu, S'obodia, 
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URITISll ARMOURED CARS WHICH FOUGHT IN THE VIZIRU DISTRICT. 
Photographed on their way to Rumania. 


jiiid Hulla ADm (“ White Lake ”) had also to be 
abandoned. I'he rij^ht- flank and roar of the 
Russian troops on tlie Fili])('s]d i-Vizirii lino was 
(hert'hy uneovert^d and a retn‘at. in that sector 
could i\o longer be avoided. It b<*gau on 
DeciMiiber 2S and was <*arried out in perfect 
order. During tlie next two days th<‘ thr<*atened 
ri^lit wing of the forei's fighting in front ot 
Hraila, bc'tween the Huzini nnd the Danube, 
was withdrawn from Filip(‘shti to tin' Sueeshti- 
«lanea-Perichora liiu*, the e< litre and h'ft wing 
stiiinling firm at Kordeia \'erde and Viziru. 
In tlu‘ baltU\s fought in that district a detacli- 
nieiit of Ib-itish armourial motor-cars greatly 
dist inguisbetl themselves. “Its gallant com- 
inander,” n'jiorted the Russian coimnuniipte of 
l)e( (Mnber 28, “ was wounded during the batth* 
<»f Decvmbi'r 20, when repulsing the enemy 
atta<‘ks. Nevertheless, on the 27th, he again 
directed the ojierations of liis detachment, and 
pat the enemy to flight.” 

It was by threatening a flank attiick from the 
Dohriidja that Maekensen forced the Russians 
to abandon their positions south of Braila. J3y 
1 )*‘eeniber 29 the Russian forces in the Dobrudja 
liad withdrawn on to a narrow front rounil 
^bu*in and taken up positions on the range of 
wooded hills which surround the town from the 
: '»ath-east ; their line extended from Height 90 
a ar tlie village of Greci, across Hedghts 10 1, 
•'H, and 197 to the village of Duncavitsa. On 
!)eoprnber 30 the Fourth Bulgarian Division 
‘ !»ened its attack against the centre of the 
1 ussian positions ; the next day Bulgarian 


units captuiH'd Height Hll, a Gi'rman regiment 
Height 90. On New Year's Day, 1917, Hill 
197 and laincavitsa w(*re lost., nnd the Russians 
ri'tiri'd on t-o t.|n‘ir last di‘h*nsivcj line t'xt.ending 
from !\lacin, ])ast flijila, to Mill 108, in front of 
Nbicarcni. 

The strati'gic im|>ortanee of Macin and 
Nbieanmi is due to th<‘ narrowing up of tln^ bed 
of the Danube in that, region. North of 
Hirshova the Danulx' divid<‘s into two mn.in 
branclu^s. The belt iif land h(‘twix*n them, 
w'Jiiidi is, on the a\'ern.ge, about. 10 miles wide, 
is trav<‘rs(‘d by nunun’ous minor branches of 
the rivi'i’ and covered with lakes and sw^amps. 
Not a single road or track erossi's t.his marshy 
wast(*, which forms a ])erfeet biuTii^r to any 
military ojieratioris. Some 40 miles Ix'low’ 
Hirshova the right arm of tli(‘ Dn-nubi* turns 
at. a straight n,ngle to the wtvst. and rt‘joins tln‘ 
other arm oi>j)osit(^ the town of Rraila. At 
the point w Ix're tin* right arm turns to the wist, 
ami at a distance of six miles fr^nn Braila, lies 
Maein. A good highroad aeeompani<‘S the 
river-arm to its junction opposite Braila 
and then follows the right bank of the Danube 
as far as Pistra, opposite Rt*ni. It is joined 
in the corner, facing Galatz, by another high- 
road wdiich runs along a natural causeway 
from V^acari'iii. It. is iiKist iniskMwiing to 
describe either Maein or N'acareni as bridgi*- 
heads, as the enemy I*r(‘ss used to do hir pur- 
poses of propaganda. There were no britlges 
across the Danube, which at Braila and Galatz 
is some 809 yards w ide : merely owing to the 
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configurat ion of tfio country access could bo 
gained to tlio river bank. Hero, as nowhere* 
else, below Hirshova was it possible to threaten 
from the Dobrudja tlie JDanube flank of the 
Hiissian arm it's. 

Yet, however important the Macin positions 
were for tlu^ defence of Braila, it would have 
been extremely risky to detail any considerable 
forces for their <lefenees wh<*ro tlio lines of 
retreat were so few and so narrow. The. com- 
plete evacuat ion of the Dobrudja, and therefore 
also the evacuation of Braila, were now merc*ly 
a question of days. On January 2 Height 108 
was abandoned, and the next day Jijila was 
lost after severe bayon(*t fighting in its streets. 
On January 4 German, Bulgarian and Turkisli 
troops entered tlu> town of Macin, Part of 
the Russian troo]is had withdrawn across the 
Danubt^ to Braila, the rest towards Vacareni. 
On tianuary T) at dawn two Bulgarian regiments 
launelioil fierce attacks against tlu* last Russian 
rearguards holding Vacareni. “ Our detach- 
ments fought a stubborn battle throughout the 
day with supt*rior for(*es, inflicting great loss<*s 
on the enemy. Towards the evening we wen* 
compelled to eoinmenee a withdrawal to the 
other bank of tlie Danube.” The last Allied 
troops hiul left the Dobrudja. From Mount 
Orliga, wliieh rist's on tlie bank of the Danube 
between Maein and Jijila, about 8.50 feet above 
the river, (Joruian artillery f>pp^ned fire against 
Braiki. v * . . 


The army of GeiKTal Sakharoff in the Do> 
hrudja must have consist ed, about the middle of 
Decemb(*r, 1910, of some four army corps and 
a few cavalry divisions. Its retreat was carried 
out across rugged, wooded hills, traversed only 
by a few roads of infcTior quality, and finally 
across one of the biggest rivt^rs in Europe. Thi3 
Sofia otlicial rojiort of January 0 claims that 
during this rt?tn*at 37 ofiiC(*rs, 0,000 men, 10 
giuis and 30 machine guns had been taken from 
the Russians. Even if it wt're to bo assumed 
that for once the Bulgarians failed to roimd oil 
their figmvs, the losses are extraordinarily 
small and bear witness to the cliaracter of tlui 
retreat and tlie skill of its leadersliip. 

After the fall of Macin the positions in front 
of Braila had to be evacuated. On January 3 4 
a battle was fought between the Russian 
rearguards and German and Austro-Hungarian 
regiments in the district of Gurgueti and Ro- 
manul ; on the night of .Tanuary 4 the Russians 
withdrew across tlio Sereth, and the next da>' 
tlie Germans and Bulgarians (mtered Brails 
both from the west and the east, i.e., from 
Maein. Braila, with a ]) 0 }ndation of 66,000, 
is the fourth town in Rumania. It is a purely 
commercial town, being the headquarters of 
the grain trade and the chief jiort of entry int‘ 
Wallachia. Its prosperity dates from about 
half a century ago, when the navigation of the 
Danube was enormously improved by tlio 
measures taken by the European Commission 
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, , Up for that purpose under the Treaty of 
j -..is. As a result British steamers of 4,000 
. before the war went up to Braila and un- 
! uit cl at its wliarves. Britisli shipping, indeed, 
<»f more importance to Braila tlian that of 
.uiv' other country. The town has large grain 
k], valors, docks, and warehouses. But of its 
t)f its factories and workshops, hardly 
Miiytliiiig was left when the enemy entered 
r.uiila. lu tlio course of the three weeks wliich 
Ijihl elapsed since the (Jermans crossed the 
I3ir/eii Biver the town liad been completely 
evacuated. Kven the shops were emptied of 
all their goods. Enemy oflicers and war corre- 
^poruknits liad to record with undisguised 
annoyance in their letters and dispatclies how 
«)ii (Mitering the finest shops tlioy were told that 
tlier<' was nothing to be obtained, because 
every tiling had been bouglit up by tlie Russian 
Army before it left the town. 

On .January 5 the left wing of the Army of 
the Danube reached the Sereth between the 
tnouMi of the Bu/.eu and Cota Dung ; on t-lio 
()th tlio right wing approached the river north 
ef braila. They wore now standing before the 
line on which the Russian Command had 
decided to arrest at all cost, the enemy offensive. 
Tlio advnanco of the Army of the Danube had 
reached its end, but the Ninth Army was now 


holding from a fn^ut facing north to one facing 
north-east ; the liowor Sendh was its pivot. 

After tlu' fall of Rimnic Stvrat it laid continued 
its UKJvement along the IMoesliti-Eocshani 
railway. J lu^ group of Cen. Ivrafft von Dt*l* 
mensingen advauct'd on the Ivtl wing, across 
th(‘ sjmrs and foot-hills of the Carpathian 
range' ; in Mie centre that of Cen. von Morgen 
was prt?ssing forwani against Plaint'sht i ; east 
of the railway tlie army group of (h'n. von 
adv'anct'd towards the- Dower Rimnic ; 
on tlie extreme right wing the cavalry <*orps of 
(uMi. Count Schmettow pushed forward from 
th(‘ lak(‘ district across the' opiMi plain on tin' 
l('ft bank of th(‘ I^uzi'u, kt'cping contact W'ith 
the Army of the Danubt* on the other side o£ 
t'lie river. On .lanuary th(' davs on which 

Con. von Kosch rcuehed the Dowt'r Sereth, a 
pitched battle was fought by the right wing of 
the Ninth Army, whiidi wiks closing in against 
the fortified arc'a of Eundeni and Nomoloasa. 
The army group of Cun. von Kiihne and the 
Cavalry Corps of Count Schmettow, su])ported 
by aconsid(^rabl(^ artillery fi'irci*, wt^ri' advumcing 
against the Dower Si'reth b('t-w(.M’n tlie Kivt'i* 
Rimnic and the Ruzc'u. 

Tw'o of the best (German divisions, the North 
IViissian 4 2nd Division undt'r Cun. Sclimidt von 
Knobolsdorf, and that of Con. von ()etting(*n. 
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viiptiired after a whole day’s fighting the 
lUissian positions on the road from Tartarani 
ti) Himniceni, whilst Count Schmettow’s forceps 
ciiptured the villages of OJanoasca, Gnleanca, 
and Maxineni. Bit by bit, from south-east to 
nt»rth-west, the Germans were gaining the 
southern bank of the Sereth. The Russians 
wore giving ground, though amid heavy 
figlit ing ; once Braila had been abandoned, it 
\\t)uld hav^e lieen to no purpose had they tried 
to maintain them&elvcs soutli of the Lowct 
Sereth. It was only the lino of the Sereth 
itself which formed for them the limit beyond 
wJiich a further retreat vN'as inadmissible. 

Th<‘ actual battle front now extended, as 
i]\o crow flies, over some 130 miles, roughly 
from the Gyimes Bass to the junction of tht^ 
Sirt'th and the Danube. It fell into three 
nuu’ked divisions. From the f.iyimes Pass to 
n(*ar Foeshani for some 70 miles th(‘ scene of 
the fighting was the (’arpathiari Mountains, 
dillicult ground even in summer, but in the 
d(‘i>th of winter, outside the valleys, a pat hless 
wiUlerness. Between the mountain ridge of 
Odobeshti and the bridgehead of Noinoloasa 
the district in front of th<^ ^fiddle Sereth 
formed on a stretch of about 30 miles what may 
he des(;ribed as the centre of the line -its 
\v(*ak(*st part. The Secret h, in itself as yet no 
serious olistacle to military operations, cuts its 
path between fairly high banks through an 
open plain. Its valley is on the wliole free of 
marshes; the swampy depression eiist' of 
Foeshani is sei)aratod from the valley of tho 
Sereth by a low, broad ridge. It is only 
south of Noinoloasa that its character cdianges, 
and in these last 30 miles of the front the river 
formed a real barrier to an enemy advance. 
Its valley, 6 to 10 miles wide, is covered with 
ponds and swamps, and is cut by minor con- 
fluents merging into tho belt of marshes rather 
t han into tho river. Though roads run on both 
sides of the Sereth parallel to it, and the 
.Tassy-Berladu-Galatz railway aeeompanies its 
northern bank, not a single road crosses the 
1‘iver below Noinoloasa. Beyond Galatz the 
Danube formed an almost impenetrable barrier. 

Here, then, tho enemy offensive had readied 
the first strong continuous line across Rumania, 
^'inco the gate into Wallachia ha<i been forced 
*n the second battle of Targul-Jiu. The 
strategic value of the Sereth front had been 
recognised long before the war. When, after 
tlie Congress of Berlin, Rumania had passed 


into tlie camp of the Central Powers and war 
with Russia was expected to result from one 
tlie many Balkan crises of those years, it had 
become the regular strategic plan of the 
Rumanians, in case of tlefeat in the open, to 
withdraw into the mountainous region of 
Western Moldavia, but to bar the entrance into 
Wallachia along the Lower tSereth. On the 
other hand, in east^ of a surprise attack by 
Russia, the dofoiices of the Sfa*eth were to securo 
for Runuiuia a saf(* piaai iVanmis in which she 
coiiM liave ooiieentrated lier armies. With 



KAILWAY STATION AT FAUKEI ON 
THE SERETH. 

Destroyed by the Russians during the retreat. 

that jiurpose iii vic*w a system of fortresses 
a.iifl a serie.s of minor grr)ups of forts were 
built along the river. 'riit*y eaino to be known 
a.s tho Horeth lines, h^irst- phuiued liy the 
famous BolgiuTi (aigiueca\ Liont .-( J(*ii. Brial- 
mont — the sana^ who lui/l built the fortified 
lines round Bukarest tla^ work was completed 
urufer tla^ supervision of ( J(*rmau export s. 
Galatz, betwetMi Lake Bni.teshu, the Danuho 
and tho Ja>\vt‘r Sereth, formed tho eastern 
bastion of the lino. Its fortifications consisted 
of 10 groups of hatteri(^s, arranged i?! throe 
lines on a front of about 10 miles, about 
four miles from tlie town. NoinoK)asa, at tho 
point where the Ser(*th offers the greatest 
facilities for a crossing, fornu'd the centre of th<5 
system. Its fortifications, cxtc'ruling ov<t a 
front of about 12 miles, consisted of eiglit 
groups and w'ere arrange d in two lines. At tfio 
foot of the (’arpat hians the fortress of Foeshani 
and the bridgehead of (Josmeshti clos(‘d tho 
line. Foeshani, situated on high ground, 
dominates the sector of the Sereth Valley, 
where it offc^rs the least natural protection ; 
special attention was therefore ]>aid to its 
defences. They exti'iidcd in a circle of about 
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16 miles and formed 15 groups iu three rows. 
For tlie purposes of the present war these 
elaborate fortifications were, lu)wover, of 
comparatively small value. They could serve 
at th(^ b(\st as bases for a more modern syst em 
of defence. Besides being unsuitable as 
against heavy artilK^ry, they suHered from t he 
disadvantage of having been planned mainly 
with a view to d(»tenet' against an attack from 
the north. 

Still the wider strategic probhnn of defence 
along the Sereth remained the sam(\ On the 
two wings the front was strongly ])rotectc<l 
by high irjountains and by widi^ rivers, whilst 
the centre, though no longc»r eftectiv^ely defended 
by a fortress of the old style, was too narrow 
to admit an enemy advance as long a^ the 
wings stood firm. INToreover, an enemy offen- 
sive fnjui the district of Foeshani against the 
Middle Sereth would have in advancing 
uncovered its left flank and rear to a counter- 
oi'fensivn^ from the fiiountains. Tlie (German 
Ninth Army, liaving reached, on .January .5, 
the line JMaiiu^shti-Xomoloasa, liad still some 
scope for action in the plain round Foeshani ; 
but unless a decisiv'c victory was won, either 
on the Lower Sereth or in the (Carpathian 
Mountains, they could not hopt? to break through 
in the centre. 

On the Moldavian frontier our Allies had 
never allowed the initiative to pass into the 


hands of the enemy. His at tacks were regularly 
answered by counter-attacks, small local offen- 
sive's were occasionally undertaken, and towards 
the end of Noveml)er twon operations on a 
bigger scale were carried out by the Russians 
against th(' Transylvanian passes with a view to 
relieving, as far as that was possible, the 
pressure of the enemy against the Rumanian 
armies in Wallachia. As a result of their 
untiring activity our Allies had been able to 
maintain themselves on the front. ier-ridgo 
practically along the entire length of the 
Moldavian border. 

After the fall of Bukarest the southern ])art 
of the Farpatliian front, between the (lyiiiKvs 
Pass and Mount X'^arful Pentilau — facing tin' 
south-eastern corner of Transylvania — bccann* 
of (h^cisivo importamu'. The enemy front in 
Walhwdiia wtus wlu'eling round towards tin* 
nortli, M(ddavia was t hreatened with an attack 
along convergent lines, from the soutJi as well 
as from the west. Yet, as has been previously 
mentioned, it was obvious that the main blow' 
could hardly be delivered across the Sereth. 
and that the fate of Moldavia would be settled 
by a battle fought in the mountains between 
Gyiincs and Foeshani. 

The Carpathian front in Southern Moldavin. 
falls into two marked divisions ; the mountain 
ridge extending between the town of Oitoz 
(south-west of the Oitoz Pass) and Soveia (on 
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Molciti'Vian side) forms the watorslied 
j ^.f,^veen the River Trotus and the Seretii and 
. ; o l)order between the two sectors. South of 
.j,j. Soveia line, the numerous river-vjalleys, 
vv iiij'li intervene botwc'on the liigh parallel 
, .mountain ridges, run from west to east , slightly 
inclining towards tho south as they approach 
p,,. plain. The line of the most soutliern of 
jlu jiK tlu^ Alilcov, and tlie brancli valleys of its 
ronlliients, the Zabala, Naruja and Putna, had 
to !)(’ abandoned by our Allies on th<^ enemy 
ipproaebing the lower cour.so of tho ^Nlilcov in 
t li(‘ region of Foeshani. But beyond the Milcov 
valley, betwoen it and that of the Tirlad, lay 
t lie Odobeshti mountain range, which, stretching 
praetieally in one line with the T..ow(*r Sereth, 
forms tlie natural extension of its front. Behind 
ii, like res(‘rve positions, follow several parallel 
ridges ; between Mount. 1 ,’hJ5 and the town of 
Aguidu N'uou, at the junction of tho Trotus and 
tJie Sereth, tlie ridge which forms t he watershed 
l)(‘tw(‘en their ))asins and runs due east and 
west rises lik(' a last powerful bar against an 
attack directed from th<5 south into tlie flank 
of fore(‘s Jioldijig the range between tho Oitoz 
and tlie (lyimes I'asses. Tliese were against the 
soutli t he <lefences of the Trotus V^alloy. 


Tlie Trotus River, tlu' only one whose valley 
carries a railway line connecting Transylvania 
with Moldavia, has its sounu's west of tho 
Gyiiiies Pass ; and, having broken througli tho 
frontier range, it. flows in a .south-<‘astorly 
<lin‘e(ioii, parall(‘l to the Bistritsa in the north 
and till* .Alilcov in the south, till it joins the 
Sereth, at tlie ea'Jlern foot, of tin' (^irpathian 
Mountains. Wit liiii t he* at) miles which interv^i'uo 
between the* (Jyinu's Pass and the Sovida rang.> 
a series of ennHiK'iits join t he Trotus from tJie 
soutii-wist — tilt* Snltsa, the (’sonhangos, the 
Uzul, th<‘ Oitoz, tlie Oasin, etc. Kaeli of tliein is 
like agate offt'ring aeet'ss from th<‘ flank to tho 
Trotus V^illey, whitdi, with its braueJit's exteml- 
ing to the north and its mad and railway 
joining the S(*ret h Vallt*y in i lit^ strategically 
most, important st'ctors, opposite the Berladu- 
Tecuciu lint', was Iht* kt'y to tlit* t'litire system 
of tin- Moldavian flefeiices. 

'I'ht' liattlt' fought in the Tarpathian Moun- 
tains was, thert'fore, in the tirst plat'o a battle 
for the Trotus V^alloy. It did not mat ttT if tho 
lino of tho Milctiv and of its contluents wa.s 
abaudoiK'd, jirovidcd tho southern defences 
of tho Trot us Valley reinaint'd iutae.t. The 
Trotus Valley and its gat<*s btttwt'on the 
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Gyimos and tho Oitoz had to bo hold at any 
cost . 

Tho fall of Rimniti Sarat, which marks tlio 
boginnini' of tho battle for tho Middh; Sored-h, 
was to tho onoiny l-ho signal for an otfonsLvo in 
th(? (Carpathians. In the south tho operations 
against Doduloshti, Diimitroshti and Jiordcsliti 
w<*ro tho natural oontirniation of tho attack 
which from tho west had boon dolivorod against, 
Kimnic Sarat by t he army group of (Jonoral 
Kratft von Uohm‘nsingon. 

On D(‘ 0 (Mnbor 27 tlio operations extended, 
howovMT, fartluT tf) tlio north ; from tho lu‘ad- 
wattrs of the Naruja and the' Vutna (hrman and 
Austro-Hungarian troops tried to force their 
way against Kocsluini, whilst, through th<^ 
valle'ys of th<‘ Sultsa, I’/iil, Oitoz and (jasin an 
attack was opoiK'd against the* Tre:)t vis line*. 

In the Upper Ziv.b{v,la \%dloy emr Allie*s had 
gradually tev re'tire*, eronfejrming with the*, gcne*ral 
withdrawal on the* front north of Riinnic Sara.!. 
“ 'The* south wing evf the* army group unek'r the^ 
eommand of (j}e*noral von (le*rok, in e;onjune*tion 
with move*nu‘nt s in ( h’t*at (Uasteaii) Wa.Uachia, 
lias advanced intev the mountains in an (*ast(‘rly 
eliri'ct ievn,” re'pevrts the (hnnan royntafnt 'tquc of 
])e‘c(‘mbe‘r 2h. “(Jerman and Austro-Hun- 


garian treiops in the difficult highland greiun 1 
e)f the Transylvanian eastern frontier liax.* 
stemned several peisitions.” Also in the Oit -/ 
Valley between Sosnie*zd and Harja the ene'in , 
offemsive succecxled at first in scoring soin 
succcsse?s. An extended front in the mom, 
tains alw^ays admits of surprise attacks. 
lateral movements are usually difficult, reserv.'^ 
have to be ke|)t some distance in tho rear, vuul 
frequently sevmral days are recpiired before they 
can be broughf- up to the threatened sector. 
This was wfiat happened in the Oitoz Vallc\ . 
On December 27 the first (Jerman attacks W(*r(^ 
ih^livered, on tht^ 28th fierce battles were fought, 
for the heights c'vist. of Sosmi*/.d, on the 29th tin* 
enemy’, {iccording to the Russian rej)or< , “’sue 
c(*edv.*d after re])o*ated attacks in taking [lo.sscs- 
sion of several lieights in front of our posit ioii> 
south of the Oitoz River, t hus comp(*lIing us to 
retire to a. new position.” Ah'antime reinforc* - 
merits had reached our Alliv's and the enemv 
advance in th(3 Oit oz Valley was arrv'stv'd. 

The Ch'nuan attack against the mountain 
range* bv'twt'en the* ( *asin ami tlie Susitza, in the 
rv'gion of Soveia, was ii<*ver allowv'd to develop. 
” 1^110 (‘iiemy, having assumed tht* offensiw* in 
the rv'gion north-west of Soveia,” says the 
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Hussiiin oniciiil report of DeetMiilier .‘U, “ uas 
(left'iited, and tlio Kumaniaii troo])S capturi'd a 
larm* number of prisoners and a maeliiiuj-gnii 
company.” In the dirocl neighbourhood of the 
(i\ im<*s Pass t lie enemy’s offtaisivo suc<‘eeded in 
the first f(*\v days in capturing Mount I’alf ueanu 
(a!)out 4,(f00 feet liigh), west of the junefion of 
llie Snltsa Kiver and the Troins. 

Thus isolatt'd liatfles were d(U'(*loping with 
varying results along t he (uitire South Moldavian 
border ; it is not ])ossible to follow each of tliem 
in detail. TFere and tJiere th<‘ enemy scored 
taclieal siicc(\sses and gained s^ane ground, Imt 
these gains (considerable only in the soutli, 
wheni our Allies had to witlidniw in conformity 
with the retirement along the Kimnic Sarat- 
Poeshani line) were not of a nature to affect, the 
gencTal strategic position. In tiie German r(*[)ort 
<»f .binuary 9, although it tries to emphasise the 
fact that some gains had been achieved, one can 
y(*t clearly distinguish the note of disappoint - 
nierit : “ The enemy is tenaciously defending tlio 
\ alleys leading from the Ber<M;zek (Vrancc a) 
eiountains into the Moldavian Plain. In spite 
ot the unfavourable weather jxnd the difliculties 
’>f the ground In the rugged forest mountains, 
onr troops daily press back the enemy step by 

'tep.- 

One last success the enemy was yet to score 
'*y his convergent attack from the Zabala and 
Milcov valleys and from the direction of Hiinnie 
''arat. On January 8 his troops entered*’ Foe- 
hani and gained a line extending from the town 


ot ()dobi‘^ll^i to bridg(‘h(‘ad of Xa.iicsti- 

Kundeni. 

.lanuary 10 marks ])ra<*t ica-lly the (*nd 
of Die, enr‘m\' lubance in Pumania, tfioiigh 
lively fighting still continueil for another 
fortnight. Het w(*en Praila n-iul Galat/, in 
the marshes round Nhidiaii, a s(‘ri«‘s of 
ba-tflcs was foughf., but wifliout any marked 
gain for cither sick*. (Jalatz itsc'lf was 
rep<*at(‘dly bombarded by the c'nemy, though 
no sc*rious ofiensivc* was undertaki'n against, t lic^ 
town. On.Januar\' 19 a last dc*sp(‘rat <* at I (‘inpt 
against the Secret li Jim* w as made* by some of f hcj 
best North (k'nium r<‘giments of (k*m*ral von 
Iviibnc’s arin\’ group, Pom<‘rania.ns, V\c*st 
Prussians and natives of thc^ Altmark. After a 
whole day of fighting t he town of Xanc'st i, on t he 
right bank of the Sen*t h, opposite* Fund(*nr, was 
captur<*d by the* e.*ne*my. 'The* gain proved cost !y 
andliarren ; the; Germans were unable* to de*ve*lop 
the suece.\ss any fartln'r. Paslly,l)ie‘ Bulgarian 
attcjnpt on the south-easte rn fringe s of f he 
Delta of the Danube has to be*, ment ione*d. 
Turning to account the sc‘verf* frost whicli lead 
just .set in and harde*ne‘d all the* marslics, a 
Bulgarian battaliem succe*<*d(*d, unde*r cover eif a 
he*avy morning fe^g on Jamiary 2.4, in crossing 
tlie^ St. G(‘orge*’s (dianne*! north of Tulcca. “Our 
troops by means of an im])ctii()us night attack, 
which w'as launclied w ithout a shot being fireel,” 
srays the Russian oflicial cojmnu}iif{uS o£ 
Jamiary 24, “ annihilated tJie force; which liad 
crossed the river, capturing a ofiicers, 342 men 
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and 1 inac.hine-f^uns. Our iosj-e-i woro 1 oflicor 
and 41 men woundod and 1 soldier killed.” 

This ineidenl/ closes the cnc*niy campaign 
in tho })lain. Tn th(» mountains, beginning 
with the middle of January, an almost com- 
plete balanc<i of forces was (^tablished — in 
many sectors our Allies were gaining the upper 
hand and recovering ground. But there also 
tho extraordinarily severe winter — for weeks 
tho tliermometer r(‘gistered temperatures below 
zero Fahr(*nheit — jiut an end to fighting on a 
larger seal<*, tliough minor local operations 
never (U‘as(‘d in tliat r(*gion, where a continuous 


and swerved on them out of control, side on t 
the road before you knew. 

“No more soft covering of snow, only hai( 
iron nakedness. Cloudless, starry nights. Tli.> 
earth rings like metal, the trees snap, wolve> 
leave tlio forests and run on tlie open roan 
Friend and enemy lie out on the moimtain sid. 
opposite to each other, frozen to the marrow. 

‘‘ No strategy has ever foreseen that this 
country would once become a theatre of war. 
These mountains look as wild and desolate as 
any bits of unknown Asia. Forests untouched 
by any woodman’s hand, protected it would 



WINTER IN THE MOUNTAINS. 


line of f i*<'nches could not be established, and 
the deadlock of the plain cr«uld never prevail. 
The grim battle was fought both against men 
and nature. 

Something of this mountain warfare can be 
seen in t he description given by an eye-wit th^ss : 

Up to now winter in the forests of tht^ 
(■arpathians had been only playing with men ; 
now it showed its teeth and turned to grim 
earnest. In the high mountains the roads 
iiithcrto ran, like soft ribbons of velvet, over 
the passes. Now they wert' like hard bands of 
steel, hard, shining bands of steel, binding 
together the consecutive valleys. They were 
like perfect toboggan runs ; the lorries skidded 


seem by t heir own loneliness and inacccssibiliU . 
Only here and there runs a little light railway 
looking most unmilitary and casual. Kver\' 
road in these mountains is roundabout ; tlu're 
is no connection from one to tho other of the 
long valleys which traverse them, except 
tracks of smugglers and poachers. At th' 
entrance of the valleys which lead from Molda 
via into Transylvania, or at Their exit, yoti 
may see perhaps an insignificant village; n<’ 
other human habitation near, if it bo not u 
saw-mill or the house of the customs guard on 
the frontier. Fires and winds have ravishett 
the forests. In places the great trees lii' 
prostrate like straw, their heads to the east. 
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■ir withered roots heaving up masses of dry 
. til. and they are covered by an impcnet ralile 

,,,jjle of boughs. 

• Klsewhere the war lias found territory 
.pared for it. here it breaks as a strange 
! „;ng into the primeval lorest. Here man has 
... start at the beginning the work of tlie 
, .'laiming of the wilderness, not for food and 
ilvbiiation, but for war. Roads and railways 
li.ivo been made — for the war. 

It ^pbe air in the valley is like ice ; the high 
nlateau on whieh wo stand is surroniuled by 
„„.anlain ranges, like a little Tibet, its atmo- 


splinters of trees are thrown high in the air. 
A sln‘-bear with her two cubs comes stumbling 
on our picket, stands on her hind feet for a 
tinio boforo th<‘ stran^o ap])aritii)ii, swaying 
hor bead. Tlio picket dare not shoot for fear 
of arousing tlie enemy. Man and bt'ast- stanci 
perplexed face to face till tlio old bear shuflies 
off again into the tliit'ket . 

“Tints liave been built in the wilderness, 
blit one lias to remenilxT in the darkness the 
wolves which inhabits the forests. A staff- 
otricer of our division was besieged in an out- 
lying hut by wolvc's, wlio howh*d a.nil whin<'d 
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^f)here dim with ice-cold winter vapt)urs. 
Curiously, as you mount higher, you fecu it 
jzr'ow warmer, in the daytime nt any rate. At 
uiL"!\t the frost is uniformly cruel every whcr<\ 
ui(J in^this murderous wintry desolation men 
Uicmselves into the iron ground, stalk each 
eilu r, storm these Ood-forsaken and nameless 
li* lights, defend them to the death as if tli('> 
jiossessions 8f the greatest ]irice. There 
?hf‘ noise of the axe in th(' virgin forest, 
force their way through tlie idiaos of 
f-’'‘ u trees. 

'hr/.zards and vultures hover overheiul - 
’ suddenly fly off scared as the report of a 
n^sounds in the forest underneath and 


outside till some solditu's seared them off. 'Plie 
battle-fronts in this grut>some war iiu asure by 
the thousands of miles, but nowbere is there 
H region more* wild, more desolate and h*ss 
inhabitable. 

T stand in t he darkness m iront of our hut 
and look at the stars whieli shine m a narrow 
strip of sky above Die valley. A r. gular ti<tk- 
irig sound is heard Dirougli Die niglit, like Die 
beating of a nervous, anxious, diseased heart. 
Again and again an endless, restless ticking. 
The typewriter. ... Tn the snow-coverc'd 
mountains, in Die midst of iiriimn-al forests— 
(be typewriter in Die ..mee of Die staff. Per- 
haps the ticking signifies an order to attack, a 
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report of losses in battle or a request for rein- 
forcements. Here on the Moldavian border 
humanity has reverted to its original wild 
condition, and yet this ticking tries to speak 
of the ages that have passed over the earth. 
Steadily long lim^s of letters are drawn, one 
after the other, and a faint hope revives in 
one’s heart tliat there may yet be a return 
from our fall, a return to civilisation. ...” 

The (piasi-armistiep im])Osed on the Ru- 
manian front by the rigours of a winter which 
stirpassed practically all records enabled the 
enemy to withdraw gradually most of the 
German divisions, leaving tlie defence of the 
Rumanian front almost entirely to Austrian, 
Hungarian, Bulgarian and Tiu*kish troops. 
On the side of our Allies the enforced rest was 
used for a thorough reorganization of the 
Rumanian army. Even the units whic^h to 
the very end remained in the fighting line 
were one by one re-formed behind the linos. 
Lessons drawn from the events of the preceding 
campaign wt»ro translated into practice. 
General Averescu was now in cliarge of the 
entire army, and had for chief of the General 
Staff General Presan ; th(‘ appointment of 
these two distinguished leaders to the task of 


reorganization was received with the greate.-; 
satisfaction everywhere in Rumania, and did 
much to restore confidence in the future. 
They were the only army commanders whos.* 
reputation was oven raised by the campaigo 
of 1916 and whoso troops had been compellc<i 
to retreat, not by the enemy, but by circum- 
stances over which they themselves had no 
control. 

“ The strictness of General Averescu is wi il 
known in his army,” wrote the correspondent 
of The Times from Rumanian headquarters 
under date of February 10, 1917. “ . . . There 

is no pardon for a coward, whoever he may hr. 
I was present a few days ago at the execution 
of a wealthy young cavalry reserve ofTic(*r. 
He retired his detachment from a position 
without reason or order ; ho was tried and 
shot four days later. If General Averescu is 
strict with delinquents, the bravo know that 
they will find in him their best friend and 
protector. His contact with the army under 
him is so close that he gets to know of the 
smallest act of bravery, and rewards, as far 
as possible personally, the man who has done it. 

“ The commanders of the divisions are all 
young men. The greater part of the generals 
who took part in the autumn campaign have 
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btH'ii removed. Some have boon pensioned, 
seine given insignificant commands in (owns, 
and some tried. I'lie now divisional eoiu- 
inanders have given proof of their ability 
during the campaign, and some of them who 
had at the outbreak of war only t he command 
of a regiment successfully lead a division 
to-day. The same procedure has been used 
with the staff ofTicers. Those who owed theur 
Mtuation only to seniority liavt* been replaced 
by younger oflic.ers who have given proof of 
their capacity. 

“ Ail these changes have Iiad a wholesome 
elt'ect on tlie spirit of the troops, who feel that 
tluy are led by worthy officers. Naturally, 
then' are to a certain extent gaps among the 
junior officers. The reserve officers, however, 
among whom the necessary selection has been 
made* after six months’ campaign, have proved 
thi insclves reliable loaders. 

“ While groups of this army ar<^ in the 
tnuiches, other groups are behind to be re- 
organized. The new recruits, which have 
ht*en drilled for several months, are brought 
and incorporated in the old units. I’wo or 
tliree weeks of war-drilling with the men of the 
old army are sufficient for the new recruits ; 
i^ud the units ro-fonned in this way are sent to 
^he front, to replace other groups which are 
l»roiight behind the lines and reorganized in 
llio same way,” 

^Vhilst the armies of the Central Powers 


were advancing into Kiimania, th<* entire Pn'ss 
in Germany, as well as in Austria, was trying 
to stimulate the war-weary public not merely 
by tales of victoritvs, but also by prosjx'cits of 
booty —by ])romises of bri*ad and oil. One of 
the richest agricultural regions of the world, the 
great(‘st oil-producing country in Kuropo 
(if Trans-(’aucasia is consideri'd ])art of Asia), 
was being added to t h<' victims of the (hTinanic 
iN>wc'rs ! Jn 1015 the Humanian harvest 
eom]jris(‘d 2,500,000 tons of wheat, 800,000 tons 
of barley, 800,000 tons of oats, aiul 2,t)00,00() 
tons of luaizt'. Hetween .January and duly, 
1010, 2,500,000 tons (»f f'orn wt re imported into 
(hTiuany and Austria-Hungary. The (*orii 
supplies which the enemy now hoped to seize 
w^ere to be no less this year, and in his (^xpe(;ta- 
tions even much greater and ct'rtainly very 
much clicaper. Almost (Mpially pn'ssing was 
the need of oil sup[)lies. Although Austria 
had in the? summer of 1015 reeovered 
the Galician oil fiehls, tln*ir production liad 
remained, cliieffy owing to the indolence and 
mismanagement of thc^ Government, VH*ry small 
and wholly insufiicumt for tlie rerpiirements of 
the Central Powers: their average' monthly 
output amounted only to about 50 000 tons. 
But in the oil-bearing zone of Northern 
WalJachia, in tlie district of Bloeshti alone, 
1,500,000 tons were treated through the 
refineries in 1915, and this gave, among 
other products, 25 per cent, of petrol. But 
although 98 per cent, of the refined products 
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exported during tliat year from Rumania had. 
gone to the Central I^]iiipires, hardly any petrol 
was included among them, the Rumanian 
Government having decided to treat petrol as 
contraband. Thesf) acc,*umiilated stores of 
petrol tlui invader expc*cted to seize in the 
country. 

Very soon he was to me(?t with disillusion- 
m(*n( . A very considerable part of the Ruma- 
nian harvc*st had b(*en bought up by the 
Hritish Government, and still more wtis l>ought 
in view of thf' enemy invasion. The Rumanian 
Government, as well as its Allies, now saw to it 
that whatc^ver stor(‘s could not be removed 
should be rendert'tl ust'less to the enemy. 
Knf>rmoiis stores of corn and oil were destroy<"d. 
In many placets the corn and oil wt‘re mix(‘d 
together — a combination whi(^h tlie (*nemy does 
not s(‘em to have expc'cted. Witli horror 
t he Germans watched this desl ruction. How 
could anyone be sf) wiek(‘<l as tf) d(‘stroy 
treasurers badly lu'eded by tiio (Jermans ? 
Kndle-ss outpourings of indignation floweel 
through t h(r (Jerman Rress ; tliat same Pn ss 
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AN OIL-WELL IN RUMANIA, SET 
ABLAZE BY THE BRITISH. 

From a German drawin({. 

which regularly justified every wanton act of 
vandalism committed by Germans on tho 
propert y of other nations — the cutting down of 
fruit trees, the breaking of the peasant’s 
agricultural fools, the burning of villages, and 
the ruin of towns. Rut Rumania and her Allies 


were not to touch that which was their ow . • 
they were to leave it as booty to the German j, 
The burning of every oil tank or grain elevator 
was a shameful destruction of “works (,f 
civilization.” 

Naturally, German newspapers tried at 
to assure the public that a small puii 
only of the oil fields and corn stores Inul 



COL. NORTON GRIFFITHS, D.S.O., M.r. 
The British officer who undertook the destruction 
of the oil-wells. 

sufferc'd ; the comforting tale about the rieli 
loot which was to tender to all the German 
needs was not to bo abandoned suddenly. 
Yet it had to be admitted that in tho oil- 
producing regions roiuid Ploeshti tlie dost ruction 
had been very extensive, and had been “ carrii'd 
out in a maimer not merely skilful, but 
elaborate.” The wooden towers over the 
bores were for the most j^art destroyed ; in 
all cases they were made ustdess. All the 
machine-houses were burnt down, and tli'* 
machines and cranes smashed to pieces. All 
the oil reservoirs were set on fire. The lindor- 
ground plant was made useless for a lonJ 
tmie to come. Tho bores were filled with 
countless quantities of short iron stakes, tlu 
extraction of which involves very much woriv : 
all kinds of objects were thrown down the bor< 
The permanent riches of the coimtry, the s«*il 
and its oil mines, naturally remained intac ' 
But, by the systematic work of destructior. 
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, . GcTinans wore deprived of its acciiniulated 
.ducts and precluded from exploiting its 
,, alth. In view of this severe disappointment, 
i;.’ Germans had to seek comfort somewhere. 
( ?jie Munich paper, witli truly Teuton ingenuity, 
I mid it in the thought that aftt^r the war, 
dr^fiite all black lists, new machinery for the 
Kaiuanian oil fields would be imported from 
(;(‘rmany. “To what piirjiose, then, all this 
l.?iglish vandalism, which only gives us further 
t.pporl unity to celebrate the triumphs of 
( lerinaii technical skill and to open a rich inarkel 
tor the German engineering industry ? . . ^ 
rhe Knglish deed of annihilation hiks therefore 
(*nly furnished a means of strengtliening our 
exchange and acquiring a new market for our 
industry.” 

With rt^gard to corn also, the inflatc'd hopi^s 
had gradually to be reduced to modest dinuui- 
sions. Towards the end of Decemb<»r, lOlh. 


even worse than that whi<*h they had practised 
in Poland and Pelgiuin. According (o a trust- 
worthy report published in The Thnes of IVTarch 
1, the whoh* of the civilian ])opulation bef wt'cn 
1 8 and 42 were compelled to work for tla^ enemy,” 
who, moreover, “ requisitioiu'd cvcTything. 
leaving the jiopulation hardly enough to (\it.” 
Of the rich<*r lamilies many members wc^n* 
deported ti) GtTinany as liostages. and subjeett'd 
to ill-treatment of the most outragcmis kir.d. 
In order to dt‘prive tlu' Rumanian popuhition 
ot its last ])rott‘etors and to relie\(' themstdv(*s 
of t.h<' t)res(Micf' of iiuh'pondent , impartial wit- 
ness of their proc^eedings, the ( h'rman (Jovern- 
ment request cm! neutral governments rc'pre- 
s<‘nted in l_hikan*st “ to re(‘all their n'present a.- 
tives, since tht‘ dt^parturt^ of the Rumanian 
Govc*rnnu‘nt trom Ruka.r('st., the (‘apture of tho 
hirtress, and the* institution of militairy admini- 
stration, l(‘a.ve no room for diplomat ie activity.” 



KEMAINS of oil tanks at ILOESHII DESTROYED BY THE BRITISH. 


du' seini-ofneial Press in GtTmany bc'gan to 
iHihlish inspired warnings against exaggerated 
h' ])fs of economic relief from Rumania. One 
one the supply of different foodstuffs was 
•iii.ilysod, and the one under <ronsideration 
" usually found deficient. 

•' antiine, in Rumania the Germans vented 
d f wrath of disappointment on tlie helpless 
P’ 1 ilation. A system of government was 
duced, certainly equally bod and possibly 


On ffanuary 12, 1017, tiie American and 

Dutch Ministers liad to leave Rumania.. 

Tn Volume IX. (pp. RH 1.22) an account 
was given of Rumaryaii polities during tlio 
opening two yea,rs of the war. ddu' decision 
readied at tJio f'rowri Gouncil of August 27, 
Ifilfi, was the mf>st important in Rumania’s 
w'hol<‘ liistory. As sud^ it was ap^iroved by 
th(* overwladming majority of thoughtful 
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RUSSIANS BOARDING A BARGE ON THE DANUBE. 

In the background ships are being loaded with machinery. 

Ruiiiaiuans. Not only wore they attracted doomed to decomposition. True to their 

by sentimental and historical associations to principles they voted against intervention, 

the Entente I'owers, not only did they see that Their decision w’as of little import, for though 

only through their assistance could they widely respected they had no longer any f(d- 

achieve the liberation of their brothers beyond lowing in the country. More interesting was 

the Carpathians ; tliey felt, beyond that, the position of Marghiloman, To the last he 

that the whole course of Rumania’s future was had kept up a lively agitation against war, 

at stake. The only hope for progn^ss in and on the morning of the Council his papers 

Rumania lay in the infusion of new^ life into apx>eared with the usual attacks on tlie Entente 

a coimtry which still suffered from the effects Powers and eulogies of German science and 

of Turkey’s misrule and Europe’s neglect. prowess. What ho said at the Council was 

By a majority the Crown Council decided not published, but he refrained from openly 

on entering tlie w'ar. ^riif're were, how’^ever, recording his vote against intervention. Ho 

dissentients. The three Conservative ex-Pre- might well say afterwards that against lus 

miers — Carji, Maiorescu, and Th. Rosetti — better judgment he refrained from opposing 

remained obstinately attached to their tenets wdiat wu^s clearly the will of his King, of the 

of a lifetime. Admiration of Prussian efficiency, responsible Ministers and of the majority of 

which liad played a spectacular part in the the politicians of the country. Ilis press 

material exploitation of modern Kmnania, acquiesced in the accomplished fact of wuir, 

was reinforced in their minds by their view and on August 30 Steagul, eschewing further 

of Russia as an Eastern autocracy, fated to comment, put on a war dress and exhort»'d 

tyrannize over others for a time, but ultimately the nation to prepare for a grim struggle. 



• A GUNBOAT ON THE DANUBE. 

In the distance a pontoon bridge, which has been opened to let the gunboat pass. 
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Assuming the rdle of wholo-hearted patriot 
the same p&poT proceeded some days later to 
inveigh against the Magyars and accuse them 
of having by their intransigeance made war 
i nevi table. 

The Press naturally “ boomed ” the war. 
and found in the opening stages of the Tran- 
t,ylvanian campaign much material for jjatriotic 
exhortation of the nation. Octavian (Joga, the 
Transylvanian poet, in the colunms of Epoca., 
hailed with joy the “ decision that the sun 
which rises to-morrow in fire and blood shall 
shine on Great Rumania.” Another great 


quis and picturesque stories. Perhaps it was 
wisest so, for enemy agents were cvery’^where, 
but Rumanian journalists found these new 
restrictions somewhat irksome and sarcas* 
tie-ally appealed to the Minister of Public 
Tiistructiou for “at h-ast the liberty allowed 
t<i the Russian Press.” 

There had been some expectation tliat the 
declaration of w^ar would be folio w’cd by the 
formation of a National Government. Bratianu, 
however, preferred to keep in liis own hands tho 
control of affairs. TJio only change made was 
the taking of his brotln-r, Vintila Bratianu, 



A CHARGE OF RUMANIAN CAVALRY. 


interventionist organ, ZJniversul, declared ; 

Tho die is cast. The destiny of Rumania 
and the whole Rumanian race from the Theiss 
to tho sea, from the forests of Maramuresh to 
the Danube, is now in the hands of our brave 
army.” The hitherto impassive Government 
organ, Viitorul^ was no whit less vehement. 

Our holy war,” it wrote, “the day which 
the entire Rumanian race has awaited for 
eonturies, the day of its full imion, has come.” 
I'^ven the Marghilomanist papers were swept 
‘I long perforce in the stream of patriotic 
enthusiasm. Only the frankly pro-Gcrnian 
papers of Carp and his party were silent. 
^loldova and similar papers no longer appeared. 

indeed, the Press counted for little. The 
I risorship was very strict. Little was allow^ed 
the way of war news except official communi- 


into tho Cabinet as Minister of War, a post 
hitherto hold by Bratianu liimsolf. There 
were, indeed, difficulties in the way of the 
formation of a coalition. It was impossible 
for Take lonoscu and Filipeseu to work as 
whole-hearted colleagues with a man like 
INIarghiloman, whom they had for a long time 
past denounced as a “ traitor to the race.” 
Yet Marghiloman remained the nominal head 
of tho old Conservative party, and it was 
impolitic to slight him or estrange him further. 
As events moved tho Germanophils moved 
with them. The barbarous and w-anton out- 
rages of German aircraft on Bukarest apparently 
impressed even Maiorescu, according to one 
paper’s testimony. Marghiloman w^as moved 
to denounce Gerrnai# atrocities through his 
papers. Early in November, after the Battle 
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of Targul-Jiu, he went, a step farther and con- 
fided to a correspondent of the Petit Parisien : 
“ From to-morrow I will do everything for 
national unity. From a partisan of peace 
I have becona? a partisan of war. . . . My one 
desire now is final victory.” It looked for the 
moment as tlioiigh lu‘ were qualifying for a 
place in a new Coalition Government, which 
was again in the air. Further, lie may well 
have wished to recover for his party a con- 
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sidt'rable section of those who sixte<'n months 
b(‘for(' und<‘r the l(‘ad(‘rship of Filiuescu had 
left him and unittMl with Take Tonescu’s 
Cons(»rvat ivi* Dc*inocrats on an intt'rvent ionist- 
basis. Filip(*s(ui himself did not live to see 
more than a ftnv wt'eks of the war for which 
he liad contendc'd. H(* died on O<^tob(*r 14, 
without seeing as Adercntl (‘xpressed it — 
tin* “ Great Kuniania of his dreams.” Journals 
of all partitas united to call him “ a great 
patriot, an uiisurpass(*d Rumanian,” ami over 
his grave ])ronounced eulogh's vliich, for 
part y n‘asons, they had not acconled him during 
his life. Filipeseu had, indeed, subordinated 
to the grt'at dream of n*ali7.ing tlu^ union of t he 
whole Rumanian race all his n\\ n p('rsonal and 
'Virty feelings. It says much for him that he, 
a boyar of the boyars, should have loyally 
cooperated for two yc'ars with Take fonescu 
and his di'inocratic followers. Fiii[)escu kiu'w 
well that th(* incorporation of Transylvania 
im*ant the end of thc‘ rule of the Conservative 
party and of the boym* class in Rumania. Rut 
]i<* loyally acc(‘pted th«* int'vitable reform of the 
franchise and agrarian conditions since they 
were indispensabli' to the a(Jiievenu‘nt of tin* 
]>an-Riimanian dream. ^ 

Filipeseu did not see the victory of Targiil- 


Jiu, but ho also escaped the month of disaster 
wJiich followed and which concluded with the- 
fall of Bukarest on December 6. The Rumanian 
authorities hurriedly left tho city and the- 
capital was transferred to Jassy. There, on 
I>ecember 22, assembled the Rumanian Parlia- 
ment. It was an hour of gloom. Two -thirds oi 
the country w’as in the hands of the enemy and 
the prospect for the future was black. The 
leadc^rs of the nation showed themselves, 
however, undaunted in adversity. Before tlu? 
defeats — on October 10 —King Ferdinand had 
declared to the special correspondent of The 
Times : ~ 

Rinntuiia lias not boon niovod by a more policy of 
oxpodioncy, mn* bas hor tlotormination to ontor this war 
boon tho <>utc*oino of any oynioal mat<*rial pol’oy, or of 
bad faitb to tho (Vntral Rowers, but it has boon basi'd 
on the biggest jiriiioiplos nf nat ii)iiality and national 
ideas. . . . Tho Kunianians will not faltor in tluMi 
allogianco to tho oauso. nor can tlm onoiny woaii tIuMii 
from their faith in hjiigland tho Just, in Rraiico thon 
batiii brother, and in Russia tlioir immodiato ncighhoiir. 

Now in liis Sx^eech from the Throne he 
reaffirmed his faith in this eausc'. 

In order to clotV'inl tho intorosts of our raoo and to 
assure tho unity and future of Rumania it- was our duty 
to join in tho war. , . . Our .\rTny has sustained tho 
stmggh* according to th<' gloricms tradition of our 
ancestors and in a manm-r whiidi just dies our looking 
forward to tho future with absolute coiifidouco. Fp 
to now tho war lias imposed uiion us great hanlshijis 
ami sacrifiot-s. Wo shall bi*ar thosi- with oourago, for 
wo maintain absolute confidoiioe in tlio final victory ol 
our Allies, and in spite of diliicnlties and siil|t*nngs wo 
ait* dotorruinod to struggk* at tlu‘ir sitlo with energy unto 
tin* oml. . . . before liut oommoii peril wo must all 
sIh>w an ardent patriotism and unity of heart and mind ; 
wo must surrouml with love and admiration our soldiers 
who aro tlofomling the ancestral soil trodden by the 
<*noiny. 

The Prime Minister. M. Rratianu, appeah'd 
ill equally stirring terms for tho union of all 
parties in the national cause. lie expioimded 
the difficulties Rumatiia had had to fight 
against, difficulties of geograjihical posit ion and 
military inferiority to lu‘r ])owerfully cquijipcd 
foe. RovicAving. Rumania’s international jiolicy 
in tlio past, Jio showed tho necessity of her 
intervention in the war if she was to secure her 
future indexiendence and the union of the whole 
race. Rumanians might rest assured they had 
taken tho only possible path, tlie jiath of honour. 
No x>eace short of full victory, which her Allies 
assurcil her, was possible. “ Our faith is inta(‘t. 
. . . It encourages us to j^ass through the 
sufferings and griefs of the moment, to g<' 
unhesitatingly forward.” M. Bratianu’s great 
rival, M. Take loneseii, had no hesitation iu 
fully resjionding to his afipeal. ilo j^roinised the 
full support of liis party to the Govenunent in 
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1 ]\c national cause. In such a war there could 
no half -measures. 

No one ctni bo neutml, still loss passive. 'That woiiltl 
allowing others to dispose of us at thoir will. . . . 
riu* duty of tho GovernTuont is to tell the oouatry that 
^hovdd have entered into tho war oven if wo had not 
..ilii'vod in victory; that w'o did not act from ealcii- 
iMlioii, but from a sense of duty, that whatever may be 
our suiterings and our losses, oven if wo had to face 
total exile, general ruin and tho destruction of ovoryl hiiig. 
It would still bo a small prico to pay for tho blessing of 
uatitjiial unity. . . . Confident in victory, wo accept 
rtll ])ains and all sulferings, since it will bo given to us to 
write tho epic of Rumania. 


Perhaps the most eloquent spokesman of tho 
nation and the whole ilunianian race was tho 
tiistinguished Jiistorian, Professor Jorga. He 
<lwelt only on the past in so far as it thnnv out 
liopes of a bright er future. He paid an ehnpioiit 
tribute to the iiatriotisiu of the King and ])assed 
from him to tlio fortitude of tho army, and 
particularly of the jieasunt soldiers, “ that part 
of the pc'ople most worthy of sympathy and th(' 
least rewarded for its efforts.” lorga put. in an 
earnest plea that tlu' long-promised measures 



KING FERDINAND OF RUMANIA. 


lonescu never wavered in this faitlu and 
b'ur months later asserted in an article in Tho 
A rw Europe : — 

I urged my <!ounlrv, with all my power, to enter info 
I'll-, war; and, if my heart bloods at tho sight of tin* 
■’ 'b>rturie.s whicli have b<*fallon it, my oonscicnco telR 
that if I liad to make tho derision again 1 eoiikl not 
> <ldterently. Hut if from all this trageily nothing 
■ uld cMiierge but a German peace on the basis of the 
, ^ I should feel I had eommitted a eriinc. . . 

Rumania doomed to suffer all the torments of 
*1 I should continue to say “No poaco till Germany 
l>oen defeated.** It is by urging on the war that 
' ftu most truly ser\'e the cause of humanity. 


of land n*fcu*ni to whicli tlic King had alluded 
in his Speech should no hmger )>e dc-layed and 
tliat th<‘ Kunianian agricultural class “should 
no longer b(^ a stranger cai the soil which tho 
blood of their d(*ar<*st. has hallowed anew hy 
their sacrifice. ’ 

National unity wa^ not nuu'ely liymnod in 
Parliament. It was formally exfiressed by the 
formation on December 24 of a Cfialition 
Govermnent. M. Bn^ianii took into his own 
hands the responsible ])ost of Minister of 
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A MARKET CART IN THE DOBRUDJA. 


Forc'i^n Affairs, replacing M. Porunibaru. Tho 
Jatior and Ihivo of Ids oolloajjaos retired from 
th(' Ill thoir placos s(‘voral mombors of 

tho “ Kijsionist ” ]iarty — M'hicli siiioo Filiposcirs 
death had b<‘fMi under Take* ToiiescMrs Icadersldp 
— f'nb'rcd tlie ( h)\'(’riuiu‘ut . INf. Mihai (^aiita- 
cur/diKi bc'oaiiir ot Justii-t*. M. ( {riH*<'aini, 

load<‘r of the Kilipeseaii ])arty in Mohtavia, 
tlio portfolio of Commerre, M. Mirzescu that <»f 
AgnriiUiire nnd Domains, and Dr. Fstrati 
W'lio liad ])t‘(*n President of th<' Iinmania.ii 
AendiMoy, that of Ihiblie AVorks. Tlie Alinist<*rs 
of Justice (Antones(Mi) and Agricultur(' 
Ptaiitinoseii) wi'rt' transfeiTi'd 1 o the depart ments 
of Finance and tlie Intc'rior respect ivedy. The 
former Minister of Finance (Costines<*iO 
remained in tlie (^al)iiiet without portfolio, but 
M. Alortsun (Interior) left tlie ( Jovernm^nt. 
Two new Alinislt'rs witlioiit ])ort folio — a pf>st 
now legalised by Parliament - were AI. Take 
loiK'scu and M. Plierc'kyde (a v(‘teran Ta'beral, 
hitherto Pn'sident of the Chamber). ^T. Abntila 
Hratianu and ^F. Duca remained "Ministers of 
War and Fduealioii respi'etivi’ly. Th ‘ forma- 
tion of thi' Xatioiial Coveriinu'n* made a good 
impn^ssion. It represented th<' rally of the whole 
nation in the hour of di^ister. It gave, further, 
some tangible assurance that the reform of the 


franchise and land question alluded to in tlie 
Speech from the Throm^ would not remain a 
mere f)arty promise but would be brought 
forward at the earliest f)pportunity in Parlia- 
ment. 

AVhile tli(^ nation's representatives wcri' 
wi(iu*ssing to Kumania’s unshaken resolution in 
lli<‘ Moldavian ca|»ital. a very discordant- note 
was st ruck l)y t-wo (kmserv^ativt' politicians wlu^ 
had remained behind in Bukaresl. It will !»<■ 
renKMiibiM’ed that the old ‘'Junimist” Con 
servativ'c k*ader. Carp, had to the last prot(‘s1 cd 
against Rumania’s intiMwcmtion in the war on 
th(‘ side of the Fntent(\ At the d('cisiv(' Crown 
Council of August 1!7 he declannl to tin? King: 
“I giv’e you my three sons, I suspend tin' 
publication of my papi'r {Moldova) bt'cause I do 
not wdsh to occasion furth('r un] 3 leasantne>>, 
but-, as Rumania’s victory must be Russia 
victory, I wish Rumania to l>e beaten.” Kvn' 
since that day he had retired from public liJo 
and avoided the King and Gov ernment. No\, . 
after the German occupation of Rukart'>^t. 
]\r. (’arp expressed his views to a representat i\ ' 
of the Xcue Frele Presse. He complained tin' 
his w’arnings about the danger of interv^entie L 
and of trusting Russian promises, warnin:^' 
which had been neglected, had now proved t • 
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1 , well foundod. Ho spoke bitterly of M. 

I [)oliey and regret ted tliat RiinianiaV 

yy< of peaceful develo[)m<'nt had been 
j , rrnpted by an unnecessary and ealaiuitous 
.. Pro-(Seruiau as liis words were, they hoik* 
|«‘ss were sincere. Carp in his old ag(‘ 
j j.n\sented a type of mind which lives in the 
|) i-t ratlier tlian in th(^ future. He could not s<m^ 
./jirr the fatal consequence'-’ for Kiuniuiia, as 
t> r tlie rest of t iu' world, that Prussia's victory 
V. .mid involve or tlic inevitable' approach of the 
liii-^^ian He volution which would altei* the 
uliolr connotation of tlic^ word ‘'Russia." 

('M.rp did not allude to the vexf'd (juestion of 
'riansylvania and the opprc'ssion of the Kuinan-i 
ui Hungary. His form(*r colleagiu*, .Marghi- 
loiuan. was less reticent. .Marghilonian hail 
had (.ccasion t.o alter and modify his attitud(‘ 
t(»\\ards the war ^hiring the past six months, 
'riie fall of Hukarest., howev(‘r, reviv’t'<l all his 
old faith in Germany. To jiratianu s invitation 
to part icipat j* in t<he iiewNat ional ( tov^'riiment at 
.Jassy lie r(‘|)lied with a refusal and st ayed b.'hind 
at. Ihika.r(*st as Presid<*!it of th<' H.umania.n Hed 
(Ji’()-;s. On l.)('(tember 21 th(‘ Hungarian pa])er 
VKd/ publislied an intervi('\N' with him. Mar- 
gliiloman insisted that, he hu.d always oppos<‘d 
braliarnrs d ‘-irt' for war a.nd had ri'fusc'd to 



PHASANT WOMEN. 


count <‘nanc(* intervention by taking any part 
in a Nationid ( Jovc'rnment . He r(‘iteru.t e<l Jiis 
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old distrust of Russia and hor aims on Con 
stantinoplc. As for Transylvania, Marghiloinan 
roundly denied that tliere wa-j any Rumanian 
Irredenta in Transylvania and the Banat. 
“ T^ho Rumans of Hungary do not gravitate 
across tlie frontier. Tiiis conviction was always 
the basis of my policy. thoy are loyal citizens 
of- Hungary.'’ Such were the amazing state- 
ments of the ox-leader of the (Conservative 
party. Possibly his asseverations that the 
Rumans of Hungary were loyal citizens of 
Hungary and his praise of their leaders, Mihaly, 
Vaida and Aurel Popovici, may have had the 
laudable purf)ose of attemiDting to conciliates 
Magyar feeling towards tlie much suspected 
Rumanian population of Hungary. If it had 
not this intent- ion, but was meant as a literal 
statement of fact, it was ludicrously untrue. 

The Magyars themselves disproved it. Karly 
in February, indeed, the Hungarian Govern- 
ment began to extort from Rumanian public 
men and newspapers in Hungary professions of 
loyalty to the Hungarian (’Crown and of whole- 
hearted co-operation in the war. Papers like 
the Gazeta Tratwilmnlei were forced to protest 
against the Entente’s attomi)ts to “ liberate ” 
them, and to declare that they “ had nothing 
in common with the Rumanians cf the 


Kingdom in character, aspirations or feelin,.'’ 
On February 14 the Pester Lloyd publisht *’, ^ 
long address to Coimt Tisza signed (necessarily; 
by a number of prominent Rumanian ecclesi- 
astics and public men in which they declMied 
that “ wo wish to have nothing to do with I he 
liberation spoken of by the Entente, and 
hold fast to the inviolability o£ our Hungarian 
fatherland. . . . We know that the H«in. 

garian Crown is called to safeguard the culturul, 
economic and political devolopmcn*- of the 
Hungarian Rumans.” Preaching on this text 
Pesti Hirlap went to the length of calling the 
Rumans ” Ruman^ Magyars,” and declared 
that the chief lesson drawn from the war was 
tliat everyone in Hungary should henceforth 
learn to understand the Magyar language. 

So much for paper declarations of loyalty. 
’^I'he real facts as to the attitude of the Rumanian 
population in Hungary wt'.re disclosed by 
Hungarian dejnities thetuselves. On February 
24 a certain Schmidt, in the Hungarian Hoii.se 
of Represent ativos, inveiglu'd against the 
“ traitorous ” attitude of ” a large part of tlio 
Ruman population of Transylvania,” who all 
along (sherisht'd the desire for union with 
Rumania. The Rumanian Intelligonzia, he 
declared, had openly fraternised with the 
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AUSTRIAN DONKEY CONVOY IN THE CARPATHIANS. 


iiivadinj? Ruiiianiiin arniifts. PTo demand'd 
that tliese traitors ” stiould be treated witli 
“Draconic severity; perha|).s to-day the mo- 
ment has come to free Transylvania from the 
ni^ht rnare of the so-called Rumanian Question.” 
A wec'k later, in the same House, a member of 
Tisza’s party, Bethlen, declared that in a 
number of places in Transylvania the poj>u- 
latiori of all classes liad joyfully welcomed the 
invaders and joined and aided them in their 
ejicrations. When the Austro-Hungarian 
troops had liegun to advance, these people had 
(i(‘p(irtcd voluritarny with tlio enemy in the hope 
nf n*turning later with him. But when they 
itiilised that the Rumanian army would not 
return they began to make their way back 
S'MTi'tly, and afterwards, stH'ing that no harm 
happened to them, great numbers returned 
upunly. Bethlen therefore demanded severer 
»au,isures. In reply to these two de|)uties’ 
plaints of the Government’s slackness, the 
Hungarian Minister of Justice (Balogh) declared 
that ‘ the Govt^rnment is taking active 
a.sures to punish these traitors. Nine j)uhlic. 
Pi<'- cvitors with their staffs are at work and 
cooperating with tlie HonvM Military 
in Transylvania to clear up he many 
* '‘ ‘^nds of more or less important criminal 
and to bring them before the competent 
of Justice, No traitor has gone un- 
Poii. j,ecl and no guilty Rutnan has been let out 


of prison. '^Po-day there arc more than a 
thousand persons in prison, so there can be no 
talk of suspected ])ersons hr ng left at large. 
The law concerning the i-onfiscat ion of the 
prof>erty of traitors will be vigorously enforced.” 
J’hat the last promise was kept is shown by a 
statement of tlic* Nenes Wiener Taqlthiit of 
March 11, that alr(*ady there' liad been (>0() 
cases oi confiscation of property. Tin' Zeit^ 
again (of March fi), announee'd that the trial 
of Hi Romans had iost be'i'n eonclodeel at 
Tvlauseuiburg {(’luj). The ringleath'rs were 
David Pop and Spiridion Borits, accused of 
furnishing the Rumanian military autlioritit's 
with information. Both of them with seve'n 
accomplices wi*re sentenced to death, and ot hers 
to various terms of imj^risonment. These 
instances are merely a few of the many tliat 
might bo adduced to show the wretched plight 
of the Transylvanian Rurnans. 

The Speech from the Throne to the Rumanian 
Parliament on December 22 had alliuh'd to the 
need for franchise and agrarian reforms. Both 
Rumanian (Hovernment and peopk' were deter- 
mined that tliese promises were not to remain 
empty w'ords. Early in March the King in an 
address to his troops reaffirmed the promise. 
Parliament had been adjourned till May 17, 
but meanw^hile the Coalition Cabinet proceeded 
to draw up a s(;heine f)f rc'form. For the 
complicated three-college system of election, in 
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which considerations of wealth and education 
militated against any adequate representation 
of the huge peasant vote, was to substituted 
not only universal but direct and equal suffrage. 
The old system was a reminiscence of Prussia 
with which modern, democratic Rumania could 
well afford to dispense. The outbreak of the 
Russian Revolution on March 12 spurred on the 
Rumanian reffirmers to translate the King\s 
promises into Acts of Parliament. Further, the 
land (juostion was once again approached. 
Cuba’s law of 1 8(14 establishing a limited peasant 
proprietorship liad proved inadetpiate to riu^et 
the peasants’ ev(‘r-growing need of more land of 
their own. Tlie Government formulated a 
s(;heme. by which some 120,000 acres of (’rown 
and State lands were freely made over to the 
peasants. A further 800,000 acres were to be 
compulsorily purchased from the big land- 


holders on fair terms. The result of the chan^ .s 
would be to bring the percentage of land owik d 
by the peasants from 53 to 86. It was not to ho 
expected that the landed classes in Rumarna 
would greet these changes with enthusia^in. 
But they understood that the cause of natioijni 
unity and Rurnania’s future demanded tlidu. 
Accordingly Bratianii’s mixed Liberal -Poii, 
servative Cabinet unanimously decided v.ri tlio 
^')roposed reform. The Conservatives felt, as 
their late leader Filipescu had felt, that though 
universal equal suffrage' might bo premat\in‘, 
and even unwise, it was, if necessary, a small 
price to pay for the achievement of Rumanian 
national unity at home and beyond the (’ar- 
pathians. The .Jews, too, were assured of a 
removal of their grievances and a full share 
in the rights, as in the duties, of Rumanirii 
citizenship. 
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Victoria crosses of the 

WAR (II.). 

Chaptior CLTl — Batchks of Awards ' C'oivir a rati vf Numbers — Awards to Nextof-Kin— - 
A Tunneller’s Kxploit — Two Territorials’ Crosses — IndividdaJj Alts- Lielt. JBiandram 
Jones and Major I^rarazon Rees The Drummer’s “(‘haroe’’— (’okporat. Sanders's Kndu- 
RANi’E — H erok' Rescues — Pte. \'eale’s Pine Deed After-Dew\th .Honours A (. iiArLAiNS 
(’ross — Maontficent (^onduct — A Huntino-Horn JiAiJA" Brave Suroeons Ivxther and 
Son V'.C-’.’s- Sir EvEJiYN W ood and thf: X'arious (’ases — C’ou. Imiiovi erc— A Bank 

('i.erk's (’ouraoe — A Bomber's Deed- A J^»rave Failure — An Airman's Sacrifice- (’om. 
Loftus Jones, H.N.- Lancashire Fusiliers A(;ain~ Major Bromley- A “Mystery" V.C’.— 
Cornwell and Robinson. 


T he valiant exploits for which, during 
the first two years of the war, the 
Victoria Cross w'as awarded wen' 
described in (’hapter Cl^ir. (Vol. X). 
TIk* amazingly varied nature of the achieve- 
ments of soldiers and sailors on land and sea 
and in the mr w’ere dealt wdth and instances 
giv(*n of exceptional personal prowess, 
d’he very first of the Crosses were wtbi by 
iot‘s of the old Regular .Army in the momen- 
tous opening days of the war, at Mons, Le 
CaUnxu, and later at the Marne and elsew here ; 
’•I'd afterw^ards courageous Colonials and 
Indians who w’ero serving in near and far 
‘oiintrii's w’erc added to the roll of fame. 
•Additions were provided by the Battle of 
’^"darid, which gave to posterity the lasting 
’''•!uory of the impressive heroism of Loftus 
commander of the old destroyer, Shark, 
‘'Bxi Jack Cornwell, the boy whose unflinching 
v(Ty when mortally w^ounded sent through 
' ' - XII— Part 148. 


all British h<‘arts such a thrill of prido and 
admiration as had not htHMi kiK)W'n sirn*e tho 
triumphant stand of th(* handful of the 24th 
at Rorke's Drift. The (UmtIs that were ehroni- 
eled relating to that long period of the war 
were nnsurpassahle ; hut their eharacti'r w'as 
maintained in the aehi(*vem«*nts for which the 
Cross was suhseipKHit ly award(‘d to nflieers 
and men of the Navy and the Army. 

A remarkahh* featuri' o) the awards which 
were made at the beginning of the thin! 
y(*ar of the war was th(‘ largeness of Hu* number 
of Crosses gazetted within a \'ery slujrt period. 
Early in August, DU), nine awards were 
published together; no fewer than twenty 
wiTO announeed at one time in September, 
tBlfl. eight of these being aft<T-death awards; 
in that month also a further batch of twelve 
recipients was made known, and altogether, 
in a period of seven wteks, the extraordinary 
number of forty-five (’rosses was gazetted. 
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Thougli at first sicht it sooined that the coveted 
Iiorioiir was beiii<^ conferred more liberally than 
at any previous period, this was far from being 
the ease ; indeed, thfTe was, if anything, a 
decrease in tla^ pr()])ortion of awards, for now 
the British forces eonecTned wore numbered 
by the million, wh(T(‘as the Old Jmmortals 
who l)ore tlie Vnirdcn of the fight with the 
(liTinan hosts in the opening weeks of the war 
numher(‘d h'ss than a Imndred thousaml. 
The date of the gazi^ttes gave no clue to tlie 
p(‘riod of tlie ])erformanee of the aet of valour, 
for tlH‘ ft>rty-liv(; included three (Vosses 
which had been given in connexion with the 
Battles of Jutland. 

The awards of the (Voss were made in eom- 
]m.ratively large numbers ; Imt the actual 
])ercentag(^ of reci])i(‘nts was extremely small, 
in view of the vast numlxTS of officers and 
men who were on active stTvice in the Nav^y 
and the Army. A thorough understanding 
of the relative value of the first of all military 
distinctions was piven in theTTouse of (IVmnions 



SAPPER WILLIAM HACKETT. R.E. 


on November 23, 1916, by Mr. Forster, Financi J 
Secretary to the War OFice, in answer to ,x 
question by (V)lonel Page (Voft. Mr. Forst. r- 
fiointed out that not all those reeomnu’mlt .1 
for honours by oflicers commanding battalio) . 
or other units were awarded honours or rew'ard- ; 
but the number of “immediate rewards” \\;i, 
very large. He gave the numbeis of su< h 



[( '>ale f' Pdili >1. 


CAPTAIN T. WRIGHT, R.E. 

awards ga/.etti'd for the period from July 1 
nearly five months. This total was 1 7, 3713; 
yet it contained only 77 Victoria C^oss<‘^. 
conqiared with the following: D.S.O., 333; 
M.(\, 2,300; r).(\M., 1,576; M. Mi‘dal, 12,43(1 ; 
M.S. Medal, 651. These numbers were net, 
however, eomplete, as many other rewards 
had been given which had not yet been gazetted. 
The details furnished striking ])roof of (lie 
Army's gallantry in the field. To the tact 
that not all rt’tsommendations were acted 
upon was to be attributed the oecasioiml 
appearance of reports of the winning of t]i<‘ 
Victoria Cross which subsequently proved to 
be baseless. 

As the result of inquiries which were brought 
to his not ice the Secretary for War announced, 
early in November, 1016, that any war med^d 
w hich it might be diM-ided to issue in commem" 
ration of the war wovdd be giv(Mi, in the c. -c 
of deceased officers and men who W'ould, h d 
they survived, have been entitled to it, to t;ic 
next-of-kin. The Victoria (Voss was include d 
in this decision, and on November 16, 
Buckingham Palace, the King handed to 
fewer than nine persons, as next-of-kin, 
(Vosses won by their relatives. These r< c 
pients w’ere as follows ; Mrs. Walford, aw'art' d 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


155 


^ , her Inisbftnd, Capt. (h N. Walford, R.A. ; 

, ^ Wright, awarded to her son, Capt. T. 

' \ riirht, K.R. ; Mrs. Vallentin, awarded to lier 
.. ti. (^iptain J. Y- Vallentin, The So\ith Staf- 
i. idshire Kegiiiient ; Mr. John IJddell, awarded 
,,, his son. Captain J. A. JJddell. Tlie Argyll 
,,,.(1 Sutherland Highlanders and th(‘ Royal 
; i\ing Corps : Major diaries Turner, awarded 



SRUCT. JOHN ERSKINB. 
Scottish Rifles, T.F. 


tr> his son, See. -Lieut. A. It. ^furiK*!*, Royal 
Herksliin' Regiment ; Mr. William W illiams, 
awarded t^) his son, \\ . C. \\ illia.ms. Able 
Seninan, Ro\oil Fli'et H(’serve ; Mrs. (k)rnwell, 
awanled to h<*r son, John 'Travers (\iriiwell, 
boy. First (Mass, R.N. ; Mr. Hobert Drake, 
uwjirded to his son, (k)rporal A. I)rak<s 'The 
Hillr brigade ; Mrs. RarVier, awardt'd to ln‘r 
son, l’riva.le F. Itarber, (lreiuulu*r (Guards. 
‘"Similar pr(‘seiitations were subsequently ma<le. 

Dated “ War Otliec*, August, IDKi,’' tin' 
Jiinr WC.'s whieh o])ened the roll of highest 
1 h ) iioiir for the war’s third year, included two 
|>o>iliumous lionours, one to Cajitain Joliii 
L« >li(‘ ( Ireen, R.A.]\T.C., and the oth<T to Sap|)er 
illiain Haek('tt, R.K. (Jn^en’s act was 
noble. 'Though himself wounded he 
riiit to help another woumled oflieer who 
hung up on tin* enemy’s wire tmtaiigle- 
' He sueeeeded in dragging the oOieer 

’ ■' sliell-hoh\ and dressed his wounds, in 
’ “ of continuous throwing of bombs and 
' '-Treiiades. (Jreen made* a splendid itfort 
' 'r«)\\ ri Ins courageous and unselfish woi k 

rving to take the wounded oilieer into 
< o\ er, and he had nearly done .so vvh<*n 
' 'a> killed. 

‘ * kett afforded another glorious example 


of self-sacrifice. The ex]ilosion of an enemy 
mine entombed him and four otln^rs in a 
gallery. For twiMity hours these five prisoners, 
battling with sliding t‘arth, menaced by a 
horribli* deatli, W(»rked to fnu* thcMiiselves, and 
at the end of that long period t Ju»y had sueeet»ded 
in making a hole through the falhui earth and 
brokc*n timbt'r and had tht> joy of metding the 
outside party and set'ing salvation just at 
hand, llaekett ln'lped thret' of his fellow- 
prisoners through tlie hole. He could easily 
have followed and secured his own saftdy ; 
but th(‘ fourth man had been st^riously injured 
and the gallant sappjT n‘fu.st‘d to leave* him. 
“ I m a tuniu‘ller,” la* saiel, “ I must look a.fti*r 
the others tirst." 'Tlu* hok* was getting smaller, 
the* [)eril was growing, y*‘t the sapper n'solutely 
red'usetl to leave his injunnl comrade - tln’ii the 
gallery eollapsi'd and th(' two wt're again 
buried alive. h’or four days the* rt'seue party 
worked de speTat <*ly in thi’ir attempt ti> reac ii 
tin* two na‘n ; but- tlu*y faik'd. It is hard to 
tind words that ade(puite*ly ex]>n'ss a)>pri'ciat it)n 
of such an act of courage and s<‘lf-saeriti<;e. 
“ SappeT lla(‘ke‘tt, wtdl knowing llm nature of 
sliding earth, tlu‘ chaneM s against him, delib(*r- 
ately gav e* his life* for f>is ce)mra,el‘* " 



(^yVPTAlN J. L. GREEN, R.A.M.C. 
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Two Territorials - Aft ing-S<‘rg<‘init John Kr- 
skiii(\ Scottisli ifirs/r.F. , and Private* Arthur 
ihrhfTt Proftor, Liverj>ool T.F. 



PKIVATK (JHOKCJK STKIN(]ER, 
Manchester Hegt. 


\N<*r<' inchide'd in the nine* for dt'eds \\hi<*h 
strongly n*s(‘nil)led ea.(‘li otluT. Frskiiu*. in 
<*in*iiinsta.ne<‘s of gn^a-t danger, re^seued a 
\A'ounded serg<*ant and a private^, uraler eon- 
t iniioiis tire. La.te*r on, se(*ing his ofhct*r, wlio 



PRIVATE G. W. GHAIER, 
East Yorkshire Re^t. 


^^'as believed to ht* tlead, show signs of nio\ 
ineiit., lie ran out to him, bandaged liis heii 
and remained with him for fully an hour, thou: 



PRIVATE A. Ih PROCTOR, 
Liverpool Re^t., T.F. 


he was repc'atedly fired at, whilst a shallow 
treiu'h wa,s b<‘ing dug to tla'in. Having d<nn' 
this, Frskinc* h(‘lped to bring in his oilierr, 
giving him the shelter of Jiis own body, t<> 
lessen the eiamet' of liis bt*ing liit again. 
Proctor showed tlie same* eonspieuous liras ei v 
and disregard of personal sahTy when, notieiiif^ 
some mov<*ment of two wounded men wlio 
were lying in the opi*n, in full view <.)f tin' 
en<*my, at about To yards in front of ear 
trenches, la* went out and ra.n and erawk'd to 
tht'ui. lie got the two men untler cover et ji. 
small ba,nk a.nd dresst*d their wounds. Ih’ 
miiiisteri'd jiot t)nly to their boilily wi‘lfare h\ 
tliis att(*ntion and giving them sonu^ of Iiin 
own clothing to ke(*p tii(‘m warm, but la* aho 
(*neouraged them ))y promising that tiny 
should be rescued after dark. H(* had gone out 
entirely on his own initiative, he had a<t('il 
under heavy fire, and regained our tremii‘"^ 
whiles still hea.vily lirt*il at; but he had tli‘‘ 
int ense joy of know ing that his ])romise had u'’t 
be<*n made in vain, for at dusk bot h the wounded 
men w't‘re brought in alive. 

Fine i*esourcefuha*-^s and swdftness to 
marked tia* ex^iloit of Privat(‘ (hairge Willi 
Chafer, Fast Yorksliire H(‘giment. Whil<‘ < 
trenches w<*re being heavily bombarded .eid 
attac'ked a man wJio was carrying aji iinjan t. J 
written me.ssage to his Comjiany Otlieer ^ 
lialf burietl and made uncoiiseious by a si • II- 
Chafer instantly realised the erit ioal import ie"‘ 
of the situation, and on his own initiative t« ^ 
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ho juessage from the man’s pocket. Ife wtis 
‘VcH'ly wounded in three places, but he ran 
dong a ruined parapet, under heavy shell and 
juachine-gun fire, and only just managed to 
ilrliver the message when ho collapsed from the 
, Ifect of his wounds. 

Migli individual courage and determination 
t liaraeU*rised the eonduct for which the Cross 
uas awarded to I’rivate George Stringer, 
:M}Michester Regiment, wlio, by a most resoluti; 


Minister Fusiliers, showed “ unflinching 
courage ” while in command of a raiding [)arty. 
Just as he entered the enemy’s lines he was 
severely wounded by a bomb, which broke and 
mutilat(‘d all the fingers of his right liand ; 
but the subaltern carried on, his voice, being 
clearly heard cheering on and directing his 
men.” lie was urg(‘d to retire, Init refused. 
Half an hour later, during the withdrawal, lio 
was helping to restnie other woundeil men 



THE RUNNER. 


irid, holding his ground single-handed. sav<*d 
J 'le flank of his battalion and made a steady 
"ithdrawal possible. An enemy position had 
■ '‘m captured and Stringer had been posted 
' the extreme right of his battalion to guard 
-:^a.inst any hostile attack. The battalion 
subsequently forced back by an enemy 
'I iter-attack ; but Stringer held his ground 
J kept the enemy back till all his grenades 

re expended. 

•Jeut. Arthur Hugh Batten-Pooll, Royal 


wlien lie received two more wounds; h<\ 
liowever, declined assistance and managed to 
walk to wiliiin 100 yards of our lin(*s wh<*n he 
fainted and was carrietl in by the covtTing 
])arty. 

Uncommon features markcul the two renvain- 
iiig cases of the nino. in wliich thc^ Uross was 
awarded to l.ieut. Richard l^asil Brandram 
jemes. Loyal North J.aneashire. Regiment, and 
to ('aptain (tempt>rary Major) J^iionel VVilmot 
Braba/.on Rees. R.A. and R.F.C. With his 

14S— 2 
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platoon Jones was holding a crater which had 
been recently captured from the enemy. At 
about 7.30 p.m. tlio enemy exploded a mine 
forty yards to the lieutenant's right, at the 
saint* time putting a heavy barrage fire on our 
trenclx\s and isolating the ])latoon. The 
enemy tlien attacked in ovt'rwhelining num- 



CAPT. (TEMP. MAJOR) b. W. B. REES. 

R.A, and R.F.C. 

bers ; but Jones set aii extraordinarily fine 
example by sliooting no fewer than fifteen of 
the enemy as they advanc(*d. Not tinly did 
he do tliat, but he added further to his example 
by deliberately counting aloud the enemy 
as they fell. lie maintained his stirring leiui 
until his ammunition wa*^ finished, then lu^ 
took a bomb, but whiU^ getting up to throw 
it he was shot through the head. Such an 
example was irresistiblt*, and fired by their 
leiKler's spirit the men, when they had neither 
ammunition nor bombs left, hurled stones and 
ammunition -boxes at the enemy, and kept up 
this defiant defence until only nine of the platoon 
wert^ left, and the surviving remnant was 
forced to retire. 

The achiexement of Major Rees was an 
illustration of the unforesi'en develoiiment of 
aerial activity in connexion with the war ; and 
it was possible only to .such men as those who 
were to be found in the air battle squadrons of 
the Allies. He was on flying duties when he 


sighted what he thought to be a bombing part\ 
of our own machines returning home. Rees 
went up to escort them, and it was not until he 
was getting near that lie found that they were 
not friends at all, but a party of about ten cnemv 
macliines. He was immediately attacked by 
one of tlie hostile machines, but after a short 



LIEUT. R. B. BRANDRAM JONES, 
Loyal North Lancashire Rcj^t. 

fight it vanished, damaged, behind the enemy 
line.s. Five other maidiines then attacked the 
lonely airman at long range ; but he dispersed 
these on coming to close quarters, eft(*r seriously 
damaging two of them. The airman might 
well havt* been content with such a splendid 
result against overwhelming odds, but he was 
far fro!u satisfied, and seeing two otJier enemy 
machines going wi*stvvard he gave cha.se. On 
getting nearer, however, he was wounded in the 
thigh, and so temporarily lost control of his 
machine. Fortunately ho soon righted it, and 
instantly closed with the enemy, firing, until 
liis ammunition was quite exliausted, at a 
range of only a few yards. “ He then returned 
home,” to quote the oflicial words — and they 
crown the cool splendour of the deed — “ landimr 
his machine safely in our lines.” 

On September 11, 1916 there was published 
the list of twenty awards of the Cross which 
formed one of the most moving collections ot 
heroic deeds ev^er brought together. The re 
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GAPT. (TEMP. LIEUT.-COL.) 

A. CARTON DR WIART, D.S.O. 


was at tiinos a rogrettablo vaguoiioss in the 
t)fH<Mal details ; a want of clearness and (‘oh(‘sion 
which made it difth'ult to grasp the grandcMir 
of an achi(>veinent , and it was op<‘ii to (piostioii 
w'lv^ther it was needful to suppress all iiali- 
catioii of locality and date and even of the 
tlu'jitre of war. 

Initiative and inspiring example marked the 
deeds lor w hieli the Cross w as given to six of 
the twenty- Captain (temporary laeiit.-Col.) 
Adrian ('art on de Wiart, D.S.O. . I^ragooii 
Ouards ; Drummer Waller Kitchic% S(*afortli 
Highlanders ; Private .lohn l^eak, Austnilian 
Infantry; Second Lieut. Arthur Seaforth 
Blackburn, Australian Infantry ; Corporal 
Ci'orge Sanders, West Yorkshire Kc'giment, and 
Private James ITutcliinson, Lancashire Fusi- 
litTs. It was largely owing to Colonel ('arton 
<!<• Wiart’s “ dauntless courage and inspiring 
‘ xainple ” that a serious reverse was avx^rted. 
In forcing our attack home he show^ed the 
utmost energy and courage, stubbornly main- 

* aining ground regardless of cost. In organizing 
J O ptions and supplies he unhesitatingly exposed 

* unself, and passed unflinchingly through fire 
‘ rrage of the most intense kind. Drummer 
•''trhie’s act w^as of the sort that never fails in 
' pui'pose when the British soldier is concerned. 

lely following his own inclination he reached 


ami stood on tlu' parapet of an enemy trench 
and repeatedly sounded the ‘‘ (.'harge," the 
thrilling notes of which rose high above the 
sound of heavy machine-gun tire and tmr^ting 
bombs. The situation was critical, for men 
had lost their headers and had become dis- 
organized, and some were wavering and retiring; 
but the scattered units rallied to th(‘ drumim'Fs 
call and folUnved his inspiring lead. Having 
done this fine work h<* stt'adfastly |)ursued his 
duty b;y' carrying iiu'ssagc's over fire-swept 
ground throughout the day. 

Blackburn and bt'tik jwlded to the glorious 
iN'putation which tht‘ Australians had w'on by 
such achicNOuents as thost» tor which \"it‘toria 
Crosses were* awarded for their x'aloiir at l^oiio 
Pine Trcnclu's in thi‘ (Jallipoli Peninsula, on tho 
night of Aug\ist 9, P.Mo. Blackburn was dirt'cted, 
with 50 m(‘n, to drive th*‘ (‘iiemy from a. stnmg 
point. So dtderinim»d was he to <*a.rrv out the 
purpose he had in mind that he personally led 



DRUMMER WALTER RITC^HIE, 
Seaforth Highlanders. 
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four separato bom})ing parties against an enemy 
trencli, sustaining many casualtit's in doing so. 
He took 250 yards of trencli in face of fierce 
ojiposition, then he crawled forward, with a 



PRIVATK J. LEAK, 
Australian Infantry. 


sergeant, to reconnoitre, and having done that 
he returned and attaekt'd and captured 150 
yards more of th(i trench, and estahlishc‘d 
(communication with th(‘ battalion on his hdt. 

Ijoak also distinguished himself in the ditticult 
capt ure of an (‘nemy strong [loint. H(‘ jumped 
out of a trench, rushed forward under heavy 
machine-gun fire at close range, and tlirew 
three bombs into an em'iny post from which 


So admiralile was his leading and so infectioic 
was his example that when reinforcement 
came up the whole trench was recaptured. 

Very splendid was the deed of (corpora: 
Sanders. As so often happened in the advance, 
against hostike trenches, he found hiinseli 
isolated and tlirown upon his own resource' 
fulness. Thirty men were wuth him, and thi.- 
small band he organized defensively, instilliim 
into their receptive hearts the stern need of 
holding their [losition at whatever cost. One 
night passed, and when the morning came Ik' 
repelled an enemy attack and rescued some 
prisoners who had fallen into the hands of the 
foe. Later on two strong bomb attacks w(t«‘ 
beaten off. The day passed slowly, and it wa.s 
not until aft(T 3() hours of most exhausting 
effort that Sanders w^as rt*lieved, and brought 
the siu*vivors of his })arty, ID strong, back to 
our trenches. The task which IurI Ix'en fulfilh'd 
was one that ne('d('d special courage and (‘n 
duranct', and it was made infinitely more 
dinicult by thc‘ fact that throughout the whole 
of the .‘U) hours the party were without food and 
water, for during the first night, unmindful of 
their own (‘xtremity and urgent, need, they had 
giv(‘n all their water to the woundc’d. 

Them came the (;ase of JVivate Hutcdiinson. 
“ This gallant solditT ” was tin*, leader in an 
attack, and (mtening an end tnmch he shot 



SECOND-LIEUT. PRIVATE JAMES CORPORAL 

A. S. BLACKBURN, HUTCHINSON, GEORGE SANDERS, 

Australian Infantry. Lancashire Fusilier j. West Yorkshire Rcgt. 


bombs were being thrown and outranging our 
own ; then he jumped into the post and 
bayoneted three unwounded enemy bombers. 
Subsequently, when his party was forced to fall 
back before overwhelming numbers, he kept on 
bombing and was always the last to withdraw. 


two sentries and promj)tly cleared two of th' 
traverses. The ymrposo of the assault havm- 
been achieved and a retirement ordered 
Hutchinson on his own initiative undertook th- 
dangerous task of covering the retirement, 
well and bravely acting that the wounded wer* 
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leniovod in safety. And ho did all this despite 
the fact that from first to last lie was oxjiosed 
to fierce fire from rifles and machine guns at 
oloso quarters. 


it necessary to leave flic oflit'or in a shell-hole ; 
but at dusk the undaunt t^l \"eaU‘ went, out 
again with volunteers to bring him in. This 
dangerous task was bcMiig carried out wlu'ii an 



PRIVATE T, W. H. VEALE, PRIVATE W. JACKSON. PRIVATE MARTIN O'MEARA, 
Devonshire Regt. Australian Infantry. Australian Infantry. 


Secondly, the score of awards published on 
SeptcMuber 1 1, IflKi, included a considerable 
firoportion of eas('s in which th<* Cross was 
given for that display of uns(*lfish heroism 
with which the honour is ins<‘])arably asso- 
ciated. Tln^ro wt^re six such cases those cT 
Priv ate Theodore William H<‘nry \^‘ale, Devon- 
sliin' llf^giment ; 'Tlaanas ( Jeorge Turrall, W'or- 
ceslershire Kegiment ; Hobert Royal 

Irish R i fit's ; William Frederick Faulds, South 
African Infantry, and Martin O'Meara and 
Williain Jackson, Australian Infantry. All 
these men vvt're priv’ates, and th<‘irs were thg 
old, yet ever ncnv and nobU', tales of rescue's 
of brother soldiers in the fact' of almost c't'rfain 
d('ath. 

'Fakc' the case of Wale, of tin' Rloody 
Kk'venth.” He was twenty-four years old. 
He lieard that a wountied otlieer was lying out 
in the front, and promptly went in search. The 
soldier found the ofiicer “ lyiug amidst growing 
corn within fifty yards of the enemy.” He 
< bagged him to a shell-hok', retiu’ned for water, 
and took it out. He meant to carry in tin* 
oj'licer, bub found that he could not do this 
single-handed, and so he went back for help. 
\ oluntoers were available volunteers w’<*n' 
nevcT wanting in the Hritisli forces when there 
'^as exciting work to do against an enemy — 
^nd with tw’o of them Vealo returned to the 
‘•’mounded offleer. They secured him anti 
“*gan to carry him away. While doing this 
< rie of the party was killed, and heavy fire made 


tiu'iny (latrol was st'cn approaching; but the 
British soldim' wji-s not to b(* roblx'd of th<? 
triumph which he had so hardly fought, for and 
was so nc'arly his. H(' instantly went, back 
and got. a Lewis gun, ami with tin* fire of this 
he so vvt'll covert'll his party tliat tht* oflict'r 



PRIVATE T. n. TL^RRALL (V/orcestershire 
Re^t.) shows his Cross to his little daughter on 
leaving the Palace. 
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was carriod into safety. Veale, in a letter 
home — he was 'the son of a builder at Dart- 
mouth- gave an account of the rescue. Ho 
said that while he was in the trenches a cry for 
help was heard in front. A few minutes 
previously a man had been seen waving his 
hand, and it was supposed that a (Jerman 
wished to surrc'nder. Hut on hearing the cry 
Veale left the trench, crossed the o})en under 
fire, and was surprised to find a wounded 
Kritish ofticier close to the Germans. “ T 
craw led back again,” lie said, “ and got two 
mt)re m(‘n and a corporal to come out with a 
w’aterproof sht'et, which we ])ut him on. We 
got about eighty yards, and when going over 
a bit of a bridge tliey shot the corjjoral through 
the head. J made the oHicer comfortable in a 
hole. J went back for a team and also for 
watt'i*. \\dien evening came I led the way 
for our chaplain (t^ajjtain l^uff) and {Sergeant 
Smith. We rt'ached him just before dark, 
and as we wt‘re aliout to carry him in we 
‘spott(*d’ the (Jerinans creeping up. I, not 
thinking, stood up, and ran like licll about 150 
yards to tlie tr(*nclies for my gun. I raced out 
again, and cov<Ted him and th(‘ others while 
they got him in.” 



PRIVATE W. F. FAULDS, 
South African Infantry* 


Another wounded officer gave cause to Private 
Turrall to disjilay his s})lendid (pialities as a 
fighting man. Tlie o'fhcer in charge of a small 
party carrying out a bombing attack against 
the enemy was badly wounded, and the party, 
which had penetrated the position to a great 
depth, W0.S forced to retire. For three hours, 
under continuous fire from machine guns and 


bombs, completely cut off from our own 
troops, Turrall stood by the w^oimded officer, 
and when our counter-attack hod made it 
possible to do so he carried him into our lines. 

Quigg’s case was very similar. Early one- 
morning, after he had advanced three times to 
the assault, he heard that his platoon officer 
w^as lying out w^ounded, and so, not once nor 



IfMfavcttc. 

TEMP. MAJOR S. W. LOUDOUN-SH AND, 
Yorkshire Regt. 


twice, but seven times, h(‘ went to look for 
him, under heavy shell a.nd machine-gun fir(\ 
The rc'cord said nothing more* of the wounfled 
officer, but each time lie went out Quigg 
brought in a wounded man, the last })eing 
draggl'd in on a waterproof sheet from within 
a few^ yards of the enemy’s wire. Quigg ^vas 
engaged for seven liours in “ this most gallant 
w ork, and finaHy was so exhausted that he had 
to give it up.” 

Jackson’s conduct was singularly brave. 
Several members of a party wdiich was returning 
from a successful raid werc^ seriously w’ouiided 
by shell tire in “ No Man’s Land.” Jackson 
got back safely, witli a prisoner. Handing over 
the ca[>tive he at once went out again and 
helped to rescue a wounded man. He st't 
forth afresh on the same desperate errand, 
and succeeded so far that, wdth a sergeant, he 
was bringing in another wounded man ; but 
his arm was blown off by a shell, and tic 
sergeant was stunned. In spite of his terrible 



THE TIMES HISTOBY OF THE WAB. 


163 


Jaokfton managed to return* to oiir 
M-t nches and get help, and, not content witli 
ihat, he went out again to look for his two 
mounded comrades; setting from first to last 
;v splendid examx^le of coolness, etiurage and 
<leterniination. 



TEMP. SEC.-LIEU T. D. S. BELL, 
Yorkshire Kegt. 


Martin O'^leiini receiv<‘d the (Voss for 
repeati'dly going out a.nd bringing in woundi'd 
otlicers and men, from Xo Man's Land,’’ 
imdi‘r the inevitable hi'avy fire, his deeds 
extiMiding over four days of very heavy fighf ing. 
In addition to this O'Meara volunteered and 
vjarri('(i up ammunition and bomlis through a 
heaxy barrage to a ])ortir)n of tlu* trt‘neh(‘s, 
sluiwing an utter contempt of dang<‘r, and 
iindrmbf ediy saving ma.ny livi's. 

Ki'niaining in the list of tlie fix ing re('i[)ients 
amongst the txventy xxas Prixate W’illiain 
Frederick Faulds, xvho afforck'd aaiot lier splendid 
e xample of unflinching courage crowned xvith 
"lU'cess. A bombing jiarty under Lieutenant 
Lraig tried to rush across forty yarils of ground 
"Inch lay betxveen th<^ Hritisli and the enemy 
drenches, but most of them xxerc killed or 
woundt'd in the attempt. Lraig xvas unable' to 
nn>\e, and he lay helpk'ss on tiie fully-exj)Osefl 
t:roiind between the two lines of trench. T<> 
afid to the extreme peril of the' situation it xxas 
hill daylight. But J’rivate Kaulds, with two 
'ther men, climbed over the' ])arap('t, ran out, 
aid [licked up the helpless oflicc'r and carried 
'n» hack ; one of Faulds’s companions xxas 
•xerely wounded. I’wo days later Kaulds 
' ' at out again, but this time' alone, to bring in 
•' uoiinded man. He carried his burden to a 
•i^'^-ing station nearly half a mile axvay. 


afterwards rejoining his [ilatoon, and did all 
this notwithstanding the e'emtiiiuance of an 
artillery fire' so intense that it was belit'ved 
tliat any attein])t to bring in the xvounded 
woukl result in eertain dt*ath. 

hiieh xvere the' various aets which markt'd 
the* granting e»t a doze*n of the' txventy Cre)sse>s ; 
e'x'e'ii meire moving xveTe* tlie' re*maining e'ight, 
for the'se xvere' givt'u to tlie' elt'ad, so tliat tludr 
wvrk miglit tolloxx' tliem »md tht‘y iniglit live^ 
agam in memory- A very striking fae*t. xv^s 
that, no ft'xve'i* tlum Ifire'c* e>f the' e*ight (.Yosse^s 
\\<‘re' awarek'el to late* me'mhe'rs e>f the \’^e)rkshire') 
Be'gime'ut Te'iiifiorary Majeir Ste'xvart- Walte'r 
Leuideinn-Shanei, Tt‘m[)e)reir\' Se'cemd Lie'ule'iiant 
Deinald Sinijisem Be*!!, niiel Private* William 
Short. Loiiele>un-Sha.iKrs la.st- act was rc'ininis- 
e*e‘nt e»f the* ceairage' xvhicli ( Jre*n\ ifie' sheixx'C'd 
oil the' A/-e)i*e*s, aiiel bluff old He'iilieixx' efis[)lay('el 
w’he*n, hui‘t to de*atli, he* sat. em a e*hair oil ele*e*k 
and cemtinue*d to dire‘e*t the' battle*. 'Die' 
ma.jeir, whose* ceanpany. in trying te» eliml) ove*r 
the* para.pe‘l to attack the* e*ni*my's tre'n('ht\s, 
xvas t e*mporii.rily stopped by ve'ry tie're*e* mae'liine*;- 
giin fire', instantly l(*<t.;)e*ei on to tin* [la.nipet., 
fie*lpe*el tJie‘m e)\’e*r it, and (‘ne*ourag(*d tlie*m in 
e*v<‘ry xveiy ; nor diel la* stop e‘ve‘n xvJie*n meir- 
tally xvomiel(‘d, feir lie* insiste‘d em l)e*ing proppi'd 
nji in tlie* tre*neli, a,nd did not ce*ase‘ his e*f'fort 
till fie* died. Bell sa\’e‘d ma,n>' fixes, and 



PRIVATE W. SHORT, 
Yorkshire Re^t. 


e*nsure*el the suee*e*ss eif an attae*k by crc'c'ping 
uj) a eonimiinicatiem tre neli and tlien, feillowe'd 
by Pnr|)oral (V)lxvill and Private* Bate*y, rusliing 
acreiss the* tire*-sxve*pt o[)('n and attacking a 
inaclun<*-gun, slioeiting the firer with his 
revolver, anel destroying the* gun and the 
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nrow with boiiibs. Five days later, whilt* per- 
forming a very similar a(*t of resource and 
valour, the young officer was killed. Short’s 
act was 'Well w^orthy to rank with his onieer's 
achievements. Fortmiost. in the assault — for 
nearly a year he had constantly volunteered 
for dang<*rous enterprises — he was bravely 
bombing the enemy wh<‘n he was severely 
wounded in tlie foot. was urged to go back, 

but refused, and went on with his bomb- 
throw'ing. l^ater a sliell shatti^red his leg, so 
that he could not stand, but he lay in tlie 
trench, and his indomitable spirit enabltHl him 
to adjust detonators and straighb'n th<' pins t»f 
bombs for his comrades. H<* du‘d before ho 
could be taken from the trench. 

Tn the work of saving lif(^ Tenn^orary LicMi- 
tenant (JjeofTroy St. (leorge Shillingfon Gather, 
Royal Irish Fusiliers, lost his own. From 
Severn o’clock at night until midnight he 
searched the deadly “ No Man’s l^anrl ” and 
brought in three wounded men. Jle cont inued 
his search at eight next morning, brought in a 



REV. W. R. F. ADDISON, 

Temp. Chaplain to the Forces (4th Class). 

fourth wounded man, and arranged for the 
subsequent rescue of others, to whom he gave 
water, ^.t half -past ten he took out water to 
another man, and w^as going farther wlien ho 
was killed. The whole of his devoted duty was 
done under fire and in full view of the enemy. 
Dramatic w^as the end of Private James 


Miller, Royal Lancaster Regiment, who w;i. 
ordered to take an important message, uiul. ; 
heavy shtdl fire, and bring back a reply at a l 
costs. Ho was forced to cross the open, aint 
as soon as he had left tho trench he was slit>t 
through the back, the bullet coming out 



[Su'aitte 

TEMP. I.IEUT. G. ST. G. S. GATHER. 


Royal Irish Fusiliers. 

through the abdomen; yet, coin])ressing with 
his hand tho gaping wound which had been 
made, he delivered his message, then staggered 
l>a(‘k with his answer, and, liaving delivered it 
to an oiliecT, h‘1l at his feet. 

Private Tliomas Cooke, Australian Infantry, 
was ordi'red, after a Lewis gun had been dis- 
abled, to take his gun and gun team to a 
dangeroits part of the line. He obeyed, and 
did fine w ork ; but at last ho was tho only man 
left. Ah)ne he remained at his post and wi'ut 
on firing the gun ; and he was found dead 
besi<le it when help wnis sent. 

Magnificent eondiuit througlioiit a day hy 
Company Sergeant-Major Nelson Vitdor Garter, 
Royal Sussex Regiment, was ended by his 
death. Ho was in (unmnand of the foiuth 
wave of ail attack, and managed with a few 
men to roaclidlio enemy’s second line, wln’O' 
he caused heavy loss with bombs. He vn" 
for(*ed to retire to the enemy’s first line, hui 
captured a machine gun and shot the gumirr 
w ith his revolver. He then carried Severn I 
wounded men into safety, but was mortally 
w’oimdod, and died in a few minutes. 

Again a bomber. Private ^Villlam Frederic! 
McFadzean, Royal Irish Rifles, knowing we)' 
his peril, gav^e his life in his determination t* 
save others. He was in a eoncentratiur. 
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PRIVATE J. MILLER, CO. SERGT.-MAJOR PRIVATE 

Royal Lancaster Re^t. N. V. CARTER, W. F. McFADZEAN, 

Royal Sussex Regt. Royal Irish Rifles. 


tn iH'lu oprniiig a box of bombs for distribu- 
tion }u‘ff»re> an attack, when the box slipped down 
into the trench, which was crowded with men, 
and two of the safety-pins fell out. McFadzean 
instantly realised the danger to his comrades, 
anfl heroically hurled himsedf upon the bombs. 
These exj)loded, and tlie private was blown to 
|>ie< <'< but only one other man was injur'd. 

Tlu‘ list of twelve Crosses, which was an- 
iioimeed on Sejitember 2(», 191(5, was headt‘d 
hy tlie name of a clergyman — the Rev. W. H. h\ 
Afldison, t<‘m])orary Chaplain to the Forces, 
who Jiiwl Jiad a varied early life and ha<l 
roughed it in a Canadian lumber eamj). lie 
was of tlie robust fighting parson type*, and S4*t 
a rou-^ing example, lie carried a wounded man 
and helped several others to the cover of a 
nch, after binding up their wounds uiidtn* 
ljoa\ y tire from rifles and. machine guns. Ib^ 
en< ouiaged, too, stretcher-bearers wlio \v<Te 
under heavy firo to go forward and colleid the 

^^'w tTal kindred acts were the cause of the 
Hw:inl to others of the twelve. Serg«*ant C. C. 
f *» Tl,‘ton, Australian Machine Gim Section, 
iiis life most nobly during an attack on 
t’*' oiieiny’y trenches. Twice, under intense 
In* . iH‘ went out, and each time brought in a 
W' Jidt tl man on his back ; ho had goin'. out 
third time, and was returning witli 
' r wounded man, when he was shot in 
’' «f k and instantly killed. For helping 
'^‘ d men under fire, and for carrying a 
drd nian into safety, under very dangtTous 
^ J<»us, the Cross was awarded to Second 
iiant E. K. Myles, Welsh Regiment, who. 


on stweral oeeasioiis had gone out aloiu*. Acts 
of just the sam(‘ nature w('r(' those of (Nirjioral 
S. W'. Ware, S(‘af<n’th 1 lighhmdt‘rs, who saeri- 
fi<*ed his lifc^ in saving otlnTs ; Privati* J. H. 
Fyuii, South IViil(‘s Rorderers, who, in ^h^so- 
potamia, ladpcul ami saviul wounded under 
eoiitiiiuous firt‘, and Cnptain A. R. Ruchaiian, 
also of t)i(' South A\’aU‘s R«>i*derers, who, 
amongst other acts, saved a hrotlier olVu'er 
wlio was sev<»rely woniidixi. 9'Jiis oflieer, 
during an attack, was lying out in the* open, 
about loO yards from co\'(‘r. Of two m<‘u 
who went to Jh*1ii liiin onc^ was liit instantly, 
wh<*reupon Riichanan unlu'sitat ingly went f)iit 



SERGT. C. G. GASTLETON, 
Australian Machine Gun Gorps. 
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and, with tho holp of tho other man, carried 
the wounded ofticor to cover, to the inevitable 
accompaniment of gun and rifle fusillade. 
Still und('r In^avy fire, Buclianan returned and 


dug-outs, and at last climbed out of his 
and assisted the last man over the parni ^ t 
From this time he was not seen, though pii^< 
searcliod for him, and doubtless his devi . 



SEC. LIEUT. E. F, BAXTER, 

1 iverpool Ke^t. 


SEC. LIEUT. E. K. MYLES, 
Welsh Regt. 


GORP. S. W. WARE, 
Seaforth Highlanders. 




completed his gallant aehii'veinent by bringing 
in the wounded man. 

Very noble was the' manner of the d^ath of 
Kdw*ird Felix Baxter, a second lieutenant of tho 
Liverpool Regiment. During two nights, be- 
fore a raid on a hostile line, ho was wire-cut ting, 
so close to the enemy's trenches that the enemy 
could be lioard on tho other side of the parapet. 
Once, at extrena^ [>eVil to himself, he smothered 
a bomb in the ground, and so prevented many 



LIEUT. (TEMP. GAPT.) A. B. BUGHANAN, 
South Wales Borderers. 

casualties and an alarm from being given to the 
enemy ; later, at the head of stormors, Baxter 
was tho first man in a trench, having shot a 
sentry with his rev^olver ; he helped to bomb 


claiine<l his life. Baxter, who w’as thirty yours 
of age, was chief commercial master at SUcmtv’s 
College, Liverpool. He was a very well known 
North of Kiigland motor cyclist, and won 
many snccessi's botli in track racing and road 
trials. At the* oiit))reak of war he enlisted as a 
des[>ateh rider; but in lhl5 he ohtaiiitNl a 
commission in a '^Perritorial battalion ol tho 
Liverpool Regiment. 

Kill(‘d while rallying and reorganising infantry 
parties who had lost their ofiieers was the end 
of temporary Ca])lain K. N. F. Bell, Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers, after doing many gallant 
tilings that did not eome within tlie normal 
duties of his Trench Mortar Battery. Fnfila- 
<ling machine-gun fire having hung up 
front line. Bell crept forward and .shot tlie 
machine gunner, then, three times, when our 
bombing parties were unable to advaine to 
clear the enemy trenches, he went foiwvu.rd 
alone and throw trench mortar bombs anionu'^t 
the enemy. Before he was killed, and wJan ho 
had no more bombs available, he .stood on the 
parapet, under intense fire, and with conu>h’te 
coolness and effect used a rifle on the en- ui>» 
who were counter-attacking. 

Another sacrifice was that of tem|>‘‘ 
Lieut. T. O. L. Wilkinson, Loyal > 
Lancashire Regiment, who, after the 
valiant conduct in getting an aband nrd 
machine gun into action, scattered ei. ui> 
bombers ; then he made two exhausting ** 
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t*. i.riiig in ft wounded man, but in the second 
i u nipt, just before reaching the man, he was 
t t hrough the heart. 

' llis conduct throughout was magnificent,” 
u j- the ofiicial comment in the case of Private 
Hill, Royal Welsh Fusiliers. His battalion 
liaxing deployed under very heavy fire for 
j,n attack on the enemy in a wood. Hill dashed 
f, award, and unexpectedly meeting two of the 
(‘tic-niv, bayoneted them both. Ordered later 
to get into touch with the company, he dis- 
<(>\» n'd that he was cut- off and was almost 


surrounded by about twenty of the enemy. 
No such (^rav^eii thought as surrender entered 
this Mritish soldier’s mind — instantly he set to 
work to scatter and confound iiis enemies, and 
did both, for when he had finished luirling 
bombs at them he hml killed and wounded 
many and llie n^st liad fled, leaving him in 
triumph on his own especial battlefield. After 
this glorious deed Hill joiiuHl a sergeant of his 
comjiany and hel[)ed liim to fight liis way liaek 
to the lines ; but lu‘ was not ev'cii tiien satisfit'd, 
for, hc‘aring tlial Iiis (’ompany Officer end a 



HOW PRIVATE FYNN WON THE VICTORIA CROSS. 
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scout were lying wo\inded, he went out and 
h(*lped to bring in the wounded oftieer, while, ^ 
happily, the scout was rescued by two other 
men. Add to these things the capture of two 
of the enemy and bringing th(‘m in as prisoners, 
and thf? record is com[)leted of tlie achievements 



\fMfavetle» 

TEMP. CAPT. E. N. F. BELL, 
Royal Inniskllling Fusiliers. 


for which, oil an unnamed date, in an un- 
mentioiu‘d plac<‘, Hill won the Victoria (Voss. 

Tlie list of tvvelv(' w^as compl(*ted by the 
addition to the Indians who had specially 
distinguished tliemselves ])y gaining the Cross 
of Naik Sliahaiiuid Khan, Ihinjabis. He, whik^ 
in charge ot a machine-gun section in an 
exposed position, showed extraordinary^ deter- 
mination and courage in preventing the (*nemy 
from pi'iictrating our line. Th(‘ eorjioral beat 
off three eount(*r attacks, and workc‘d his gun 
singk'-handed aft it all his naai (‘xccjit two 
belt-fillers had become casualties. After his 
gun was knocked out. by hostile fire he and 
the two (illcTs ht*ld tlu'ir ground with rifles and 
did not withdraw unt il ordered to do so. Three 
men wt're sent to ht‘lp the naik, and with these 
he brought not only his gun but also his 
ammunition back and a severely wounded man 
who was unable t o walk. This exhausting work 
he crowned by returning and removing all the 
remaining arms and equipnamt, except two 
rifles. 

The story was told of one of the recipients of 
the Cross that he rallied his command to tho 
tune of an old hunting horn. This was 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. V. Campbell, Coldstream 


Guards, who had been appo’nted to the D.s > 
for services in the South African w’or. Cok.:,, i 
Campbell headed a list of fifteen recipif i ^ 
published on (October 20, 1916, which contui*. d 
three outstanding instances — the case of Ah 
VV^ La Touche (’ongreve, D.S.O., M.Cl, p,;],. 
Brigade, son of a V.C. hero; Captain N. 
Chavasse, M.(\, M.B., K.A.M.C., son of ^ 
bishop, and “ Todger ” Jones, a private of q,,. 
Cheshir(‘ Regiment who, single-handed, c.ij,- 
tun'd 102 prisoners. 

Coloru'l (f^ampbell’s conduct was distinguish, d 
l)y [lersonal gallantry and initiative wJii.Ji, 
“ at a vt'ry critical moment turned the fortuiirs 
of the day and enabled tlu' division to press on 
a.nd caplure objectives of th() highest tactical 
importance.” The two first waves oi Ids 
battalion had been decimated by machine-gun 
and riflt! fire, and, seeing this, he took personal 
eommand of the third line, rallied his men and 
valiantly led tJiem against the enemy machine 
guns, which he ea])tured, killing the personnel 
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MAJOR & BT. LT.-COL. J. V. CAMPBELL, 
D.S.O., Coldstream Guardr. 

Later in the day, after consultation witli otl - r 
unit commanders, he again rallied the surviv' i ^ 
of his battalion, and at a most critical mom* ' t 
led them against the objective through a vci v 
lieavy hostile fire barrage ; and he w’as one l 
tlie first to enter the enemy trench. Suh 
qiiently Brigadier-General Campbell — he li 
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, n promoted — who was master of the Taiiat 
\ ut, and Major Longueville, D.S.O., wcw at 
..‘stry presented by the Mayor, on ])ehalf 
inhabitants, with addresses reeording 
deeds for wliich they had reeeived their 
l .nonrs. Describing the charge which was 
i,le the general said that tlioiigh the Cold- 
(huxrds siift'ered heavy losses, yet when 
th. X reached the journey’s end he tiirnt‘d to 
Lniigneville and said, “Never mind; Tanat 
.M,Ie has it ! ” 

( ongreve’s high courage was dis^dayed during 
a period of fourteen days before he lost liis life 



TEMP. LIEUT. T. O. L. WILKINSON, 
North Lancashire Regiment. 

while calmly doing Ids duty. His gallant 
deeds were constant and liis j)ersonal example 
W. 1 S at all times an inspiration to th<.)se around 
him. In addition to showing this great 
bravery consistently ho performed several ol 
those acts of valour for tlu^ recognition of which 
tlie (’ross exists. When Brigade Headquart<‘rs 
Were heavily shelled, with many casualtk's 
rt-iilting, ho helped the ineditMil ofllicer to 
reiiH)vt‘ th<? woundt^d to plact*s of safety, 
thnijgli lio was suffering severely from gas 
and j)t]H'r shell effects. On a later occasion 
h' 'allowed “sup: cm > courage” in tending 
'' ' unded \inder lieavy shell fire. TTnally 
’ Miing to the front line to ascertain the 
'lion after an unsneeessful attack, h<' was 
and instantly killed wliilst writing his 

1 • ' It. 

* all the personal presentations by the 
^ ' ‘‘f decorations to next-of-kin there was 

^ ‘ more striking than that of Major 

^ invo, for he was the first oHicer in the 
ii Array to win the V.C., the D.S.O. and 


#the M.C. Tliere were circumstances wliicli 
gave the instance unusual interest and invested 
it with sadness, for the gallant oflieer was the 
son of a \’.C. hero Lieutenant -( leiu*ral W. N. 
Longri*ve, (ML. who was dt'eorated for c*on- 
spicuous bravery in saving the guns ad ( 'olenso. 
where he was wounded- and he had Ix't'ii but 
riM-ently inarric'd to Miss Panada (Vntliia 
Maude, daughter of tla* well-known actor, 
Mr. (’yril Maud(\ Major PongrcN'e n'ceived tla' 
D.S.O. and the M.(\ for an act of gn'at resour<*e 
anil courage, for whiidi he had been recom- 
mended the X'ietoria (dross. On November 1. 



PRIVATE A. HILL, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 


101(>, at Huckiugbain Palace, the King pre- 
sented to the widow the decorations wliich had 
been awarded to tlie Major, and His Maji'sly 
said how deejily botli he and tla* re- 

gretted tliat so gallant an <^)flicer Jaul died. On 
March 21, 1JH7, the widow gave liirth to a 
danglili*r, and a inoiitli later tlie intant was 
ehri.sti'ia'd at St. Paul’s ( *a( liedraT, La(l\' Bertha 
l.)awkins repri'sent ing the t^necn and standing 
sponsor on ia*r }>ehah. 

'J'he postlmmous bestowal of tla* ( ’ross on 
IVIajor (’ongrcN'c caused Ideld- Marshal Sir 
Kvelyn Wood, V.(^, to write* a l<‘tti*r to 77/c 
V’/z/iC.**', in which he said : “ 1 la* first nana* in 

the list of the gallant 1 o r(‘ci[)ients is that of 
Lieut (*nant -(;olnnel J. V. (’anipb«*lh ( ’olilst n an. 
Ciuards. . . . His father, my staff i nic< r, 
Ca])tain tla* Honourable Konald ( ainpb(*ll, 
(doldstreain (Jnards, was kilh'il in ISTll, when 
performing an act of extraordinary roiirage in 
my iiresenei*,* and for uliich. as I reported 

Thi- was lunn- tha a-.mll of the liihlolcno 
Mmiatain, Ziihilan.l, on March L>8, I87‘t. Sir Kvclyri 
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officially, 1 fihould hav«^ recommended him for % 
the Cross had he survived ; an officer and a 
private who followed him received the Cross. 
More appreciative views of noble deeds hav^ 
now amended the rules of the coveted Order.” 
The marsliars letter gave special interest to the 
list of fifteen, showing, as it did, that the 
fattier of anotlier of tlui recipients was practi- 
cally a liero of the Cross. 

Chavasse and Captain W. H. Allen, M.C., 
M.B., K.A.M.C., werti woriby members of that 
exc*e]r)tionally ht‘roic band uf surgeons of which 
Martin Leake may w'cll lie called the head. 

* Allen, seeing that a limber had been struck by 
a shell and the ammunition exploded, causing 



BT. MAJ. WM. LA TOUCHE CONGREVE, 
D.S.O., M.C., Rifle Brigade. 


several casualties, rushed across the open, 
utterly regardless of the heavy fire, and began 
to dress the wcmnded, his promptness un- 
doubtedly ])reventing many of them from 
bleeiling to death. During the first strenuous 
hour h<* wa^ hit four times by ])ieces of shell, 
om‘ of \\iiic!i fra-tured two of his ribs; but. 

\\oo(! tl» • luineMit of soiuo Ziihiw, who wee* 

catiunj* our tniops i..uch Itiss, fron. stroiiji natural caves 
coinniandin^ the positic.ii in which some of our wounded 
eoldiers \vt*rc lyin^. As I here was »oine «lelaxy iu <’'irryiiig 
out the (ird^r^ Ciniiphell, with Lieutenant TTonry T.ysons 
and Private l^^hnnri'l Fowler, both of the 2nd Hattalion 
11*0 Cnrn<*ronian>, ru^he.! forward over a mass of fallen 
hoitlder-, and botwv.'n wulb of rooks whieh led to a cave 
in which the enen.\ lay hidden. 'J’he ]>ravo trio w'ere 
foreed to arlvanet- in .-ingle file, (’ampbell, who was 
leading, \\"\< the i:rst to reach tlio juoiith of the rave, 
from which the Zulus wvre firing, and there he met his 
death. XuidauntoJ, Lyson^ and Fowler, w^bo wero 
eloso behind, initi"ieiliatf ly dallied at the eavo, from 
wh*.c‘h led several subterranean passages, and firing into 
the chasirw 6elow, forced the Zulus to forsake their 
stTonghold. T.v.sons remained afc the mouth of the cave 
for some ininut<fs after the attack, while the fallen 
officcr’a body was carried dowm the .slopes of Inhlobane. 


without even mentioning this at the time, 
went on with his work and did not stop u, ,i| 
the last man was dressed and safely remo\ . d 
Then he went to another battery and term ,/ 



CAPT. N. G. CHAVASSE, M.C., M.B., 
R.A.M.G. 


a wounded oftleer ; and only when this w.is 
done did he go to his dug-out and rcporl his 
own injury. 

While doing th(' same kind of dangerous wo k 
Chavasse was uoundt*d in the side by a shell 
splinter. This injury he sustained whik' earry 
ing an urgent (*aso into saf(*ty. thi* journi'y being 
over .500 yards of shell-sw(‘[)t ground. AftiT- 
wards at night, he took uj) a party of twenty 
vohintoc‘rs, rescued thrt*o wounded mt'n from 
a shell hok* only twenty-five yards frtiin the 
enemy trench, buried the bodii's of two ollict rs, 
and eolleet(‘d many identity disi^s — and these 
Things he did altliougli be wuis fired on hy 
machiiK* guns a-nd bombs. Beside.s these .u ts 
Chavasse for four hours had searelied for 
wounded on the ground in front of the enemy s 
lines. In all he saved tlio lives of some 
twenty wounded men, ajiart. from tlie ordiimry 
cases wLicli passed through his hainb; 
and “ his courage and self-sacrificic were 
beyond praise.” This ofTicer w’as a son t>i ’he 
Bishop of Liverpool, and was a wdl-kri<5 \a 
athlete. 

Sergeant Albert Gill, King’s Royal 
Corps, courted almost certain death— an< ’t 
came to him. The right flank of the batta 
Avas very strongly eounter-attacked, and 
enemy, after killing all the company boinl 
rushed the bombing post. Gill at oUce ra 
the remnants of his platoon, none of 
were skilled bombers, and reorganized 
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\ nces, this being a most difficult and dan- 
task, as the trench was very shallow and 
.i ll damaged Creeping up through the 
k undergrowth, the enemy soon afterw^ards 



CAP T. W. B. A. ALLEN, M.C., M.B., R.A.M.C. 


^to duty. His platoon had suffered severely in 
advancing to a forward position. Sergeant 
Jones led forward the remainder, and having 
occupied the position, lield it for two days and 
niglits, without food or watt‘r, till ho was re- 
lieved. On the second day he drove hack thrc50 
counter-attacks, inflicting lu'avy lossc's, and 
it was c*iitirt‘ly due to liim that the iium 
rc‘taim*d Mieir (‘oiifidence and ht'ld their post. 

'riu^re were many instances of these displays 
of tenacity hy starving men. Ca[)tain A. C. T. 
White, Vorksliire Reginiciit. for four days and 
nights, un(h*r lu‘avy fire, repeatedly attacked, 
held a |)osition at- a rcdeuiht, and finally, by a 
viTy hold and cl(*\ c‘r eountcr-af t nek, ck^and 
th<‘ eiUMuy. \\ho had assaiilttMl in greatly 
su])('rior nuinix'rs, out of tlic! se>utliern and 
west(*ru lac(\s. TlKnij/li sliort of suppliers and 
ammunition his (l(‘t ea'ininat ion iu‘\<‘r wa\ (*red ; 
lui rejM'atexlly risk(*<l his life*, and was the life 
and soul of the defeiid(‘rs. 

Second Lieutt‘nanf (J. ({. CVairy, Soutli Lan- 



SRRGT. D. JONES, SERGT. A. GILL, PRIVATE (AGTINfi CORPI .) 

Liverpool Regiment. King’s Royal Rifles. L. CLARKE, Canadian Infantry. 


err 

iri 

Hi 

il 

(ill 

he 

ai.i 

R. 

hiv 


oly surrounded the courageous sergeant’s 
!(' band, and at about twenty yards’ range 
sniping. To be exposed was almost 
ffdii death, yet the sergeant took his chances 
.lading up to direct the fire of his men. 
was killed immediately,.. but before he fell, 

* londid example of supreme devotion to 
' ^ • lie had saved a very dangerous situation ; 

‘ I'd sliown his men whore the enemy were, 
dius enabled them to hold up their advance. 

' ’Hier sergeant — David Jones, Liv€‘rpooI 
. * Dfnt — showed great ability in handling 
and uncommon bravery and devotion 


easliire regiment, also set a. fine exjmipl«» to 
liis men und(‘r inlensi* fin', and when his 
haflalion had suffVrcd fa-avy losses and the 
commanding ofliccr had Ixiri wounded, ho 
went out in front of fht' advanced position, 
found the officer, and brought him ha(*k. 
This was done in broad daylight, in full vic'W 
of the enemy, and over fire-sW('])t ground. 

Private (acting (V>rporal) L(‘o (1arke, also 
of the Canadian Infantry, though wounded, 
hold on to and completed a gallant task. Ho 
was detailed wdth his section of bombers for 
some dangerous work, and in doing it most of 
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his party became casualties. Whilst he wa^ 
building a “ block ” he was counter-attacked 
by a party of about twenty of the enemy, with 
two oflicers. Clarke advanc(*d tow'ards t hem, and 
after emptying his revolver discharged two 
enemy rifles wliicli he liad ])icked up. On(» of 
the enemy oflicers th(‘n attacked him W'itli a 
bayonet and w^ounded liim in tlie leg, but 
Clarke shot him dead, wliereupon tlie enemy 
ran away, pursued by the corpciral, who did 
not desist until he had shot four more and 
captured a fifth. The corporal was later 
ordert'd to th(‘ dressing-station, but he returned 
to duty next day. Clarke afterwards died.* 
Anoth(‘r of these fifteen recipients, Private 
Thomas Hughes, (>onnauglit Rangers, having 



PRIVATE T. HUGHES. 

Conaau{(lit Rangers. 

* first ])resontfttion of i\ Victoria Cross in Cjiiindu 
wtvs inado by tho (Jovcnior-Goncral, the Duke of Devon* 
shire. This wjis done in the case of (-orporal Clarke who 
came from Winnipeg, the decjiriitioii being given to lus 
representative. It was estimated that more than 30,000 
people attended the ceremony. 



TEMP. CAPT. A. C. T. WHITE, 
Yorkshire Regt. 

h('on wounded in an attack, had liis wouikK 
dressed and immediately returned to tlic firiiiL^ 
line. Seeing an enemy matdiine gun, ho daslu'd 
out in front of his company, shot the gunner, 
and, single-handed, captured the gun. Jft' was 
again wounded, but managed to bring in t hree 
or four ])risoners as a finish to his bravery oiid 
ent(u*prise. 

A Soots Cuardsmau, loanee -Sergeant I’lOd 
I\Ic-N('ss, was another recipient of the Cross, 
wlio carried on when wounded very se^{‘^'ly 
ill the neck and jaw. Leading liis men nith 
tho greatest dash in a heavy cngagcme'nt, ho 
rc'aclied the cnoiuy’s first-line trenches. Jimlini^ 
that the left flank was exposed and thnt tho 
enemy w^as bombing dowm the trench, IMcXoss 
organized and led a counter-atta.ck. i.)<‘sf*ite 
his wounds, he continued to pass tlirougli iho 
Ijarrage of hostile bombs so that he cmild 
I'ring up frcsli supplies of bombs to his o'v»i 
men. Until ho was utterly exhausted by 
of blood lie, after establishing a “ hlof'h. 
continued to throw' bombs and oncourag'* his 
men. ^ 

It seemed, indeed, as if w'omids becniv ■ ft 
mailer of course and no excuse for not t^arrv iii^ 
on, for another recipient, Sergeant 
Houlter, Northamptonshire Regiment, 
an attack on a wood was severely wourah* ' 
the shoulder. But Boulter advanced 
over the open under heavy fire and T>omh' i ft 
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. -file gun team from their position. This 
llaiit act s>wefl ninny casualties, aud it was 
^reat military value, for it materially 
xjiedited the task of clearing tho wood of the 



SEG.-LIEUT. G. G. COURY, 
South Lancashire Regt. 


(Miriny, rind so covering the flunk of tho whole 
uttiirking force*. 

vSotne of tli(^ doings of the winners of <h(‘ 
(’res*^, especially th<5 men in tlie ranks, wvre of 
ii nature to reduce any eiiemy to despair. 
Tller(^ was tho ease of JMvato “ Todgor ” 
tiones. “ d'odgor’s *’ real name w as Idioiuas 
Allred. While with his compunj^ cousoli<latiiig 
tlu^ defencos in front of a village lie saAv an 


# enemy .sniiier 200 yal-ds aw'a>'. Th* went out, 
and though one bullet went through Ins )ic‘lnn*t 
and anotlier through his coat, yet he returned 
tlu^ sniper's lire and killed him. “ Todger ” 
then saw two more ot tlie; enem\' firing a.t him, 
altliougli tliey were showing the whitt‘ flag. 
Ih* luid IxHMi warned ol tJit* misuse of 11 r* w hit<* 
flag }»y the enemy, but. Ibis did uot ]>reveut. 
bim from going out and making for an <*uemy 
treiieb. He eugagtnl and shot tlie two sni])('rs, 
and, having disposed of tlie three whom ho 
could rejieli with la’s ri/k*, lie, single-lianded 
and imsupporKal, lield on imfil h(^ reaeJi'Ml the 
treii(d), wh_'*re Jie toiiinl several oc'eupied dug- 
outs. Still akaie. and in tin* utnuist, peril, 
“ ’'I'odger " Jones nut 111 xlieally si*t to work 
aud disariiK'd 102 ot the enemy, iiK'ludiiig 
t hn‘e or tour otlieers, a.nd mar<*hed them hack 
to our lin(‘s thrriugli a lii’iav^y ha-rrage.” '^Fhat 
was the t>flieial stateint^rit regarding an act of 
nii*^ur])ass('d audacity and success. A sergeant 
wlio witn('ssi‘d thi> dt'ed said that wdiilo they 
w'(*rt‘ under tire .font's ex(‘laimed, “ If L’m to bo 
killei,! I 11 bo killed fighting anti not digging.*’ 
“ Toilgei* ” then seized his rifk) and made his 
way towards the German treiieh. Afterwards, 
wh<*n his (’omrades joint'd him, t in y found him 
standing by his nrisoners in a big hollow'. lie 
was threatening them with boiiihs and tln^y 
were all holtling up their hands. The solditjr 
ordered tho ea,j)tives to put. on tlu'ir coats, and 
Jiis t.'omrades ln*l|)(*d liim to round them up. 



SERGT. W. E. BOULTER, 

Northamptonshire Regt., receiving the congratulations of his friends. 
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Oi his own detnl “ Todger ** rnodestJy said that 
when ho reached the entrance of the dug-outs 
he addressed a German, who spoke good 
Kiiglish, and told iiiin that if the lot did not 
Burrend<;r “ our lads would be over in thousands 
and cut them to pieces. Ho gave them the 


“ Todger ” Jones’s exploit was paralleled ; v 
that of Lieutenant J. V. HolLmd, I^irist, r 
Regiment, gazetted at the same time, ji, 
gallantly' hea^led a party of bombers again ^ 
dug-outs, starting with twenty-six and fiiiishir. ^ 
wdth only five ; but he liad captured about 



PRIVATE J. G. KERR, PRIVATE T. A. (“ TODGER LANCE-SERGT. F. McNESS, 
Canadian Infantry. JONES, Cheshire Rejtt. Scots (Guards. 



i 


LIEUT. J. V. HOLLAND, 

Leinster Rei(t., with his bride. 

messnge, aiirl tliey came out of the dug-out 
one by one.” Tlie sergeant declared tliat the 
ineii in the trenches went almost wild when 
Todger ” returned at the head of his prisoners. 
Later on “ Tticlger ” unexpectedly returned to 
his home at Runooj n, and w.as given such an 
overwli€‘lmiiig reception that ho sought refuge 
by taking to his heels down a side street and 
rushing into his old parents’ house. 


fifty prisoners, Ht' was far trom well when lio 
did this, and ]ati*r was forcM*d To go to hos[)ib»J. 

Iliis extraordinary featurci of prisoner- 
making f*haT*aet erised another deed - that of 
]^rivat(‘ J. (\ Kerr, Canadian Infantry, wiu) was 
baycaiet man during a l)om})iiig attack. He 
found tliat bombs w(Te running short, and 
running along paratlos under licavy f’l'*' 

until lie was close to the enemy, he opentMl lin» 
at point-blank range a.nd inflicted lioavy loss. 
Thinking tliat they were suiTounded, the 
emany siirronderod, and sixty-two pris^^ra is 
and 250 yards of trench w’cre taken. Krrr’s 
courage and tlev’ofiou wt'n* show'll by the lact 
that before the attack one of his fingers had 
Vieen Id own f>ff by a bomb. Aftorw^ards, with 
two men, he escorted back the prisoners uik I d- 
fire, and then returned to report himself for 
duty before bal ing his wroimds dressed. 

Tho Gazette oi Xoveniber 25, 1910, announct-d 
the award of the Cross to three oflieers, two 
sergeants and two privates. This list of sc\oa 
recipients was notable because one of t he ofli<'CT - , 
though only a young lieutenant of about, 
tw’enty-three years of age, held the rank * t 
Lieut enant-colontd. This was Lieuteiuu* 
(temporary Lieutenant-Colonel) Roland Ih'.' ' 
Bradford, Diu*ham Light Infantry, . who lo 
already received the Military Cross. The I* ^ 
was further interesting because the two privat 
belonged to the Middlesex Regiment, the C » 
“Die-Hards.” Bradford afforded one na 
instance of brilliant leadership in a very yovn-^ 
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Vicer saving a critical situation. His battalion 
V, as in support on the right flank of his brigade 
;.nd of the Division. A loading battalion hitd 
lulTcred very severe casualties and the com- 
mander had been wounded and its flank had 
hecoino dangerously exposed at close quarters 
to the enemy. The peril of the situation was 
increased by the fact that the battalion was 
raked by machine-gun fire. Bradford, at the 
request of the wounded commander, asked to be 
allowed to command the exposed battalion 
as well as his own ; and on permission being 
givt‘n lie immediately hurried to the foremo.st 
lines, and “ by his fearless energy under fire of 
all descriptions, and his skilful letwlersliip of 
tin* two battalions, regardless of all danger, lio 
succeeded in rallying th(J attack, captured and 
deleiuled the objective, and so secaired the flank.” 

Fearless leadership and grt‘at resource 
cljaraeterised the acts for whicli the Cross was 
awarded to Temporary Second Lieutenant d’oin 
Kdwir. Adlain, Bedfordshire Regiment, that 
fine Old Sixteenth wdiosc conduct in th<* war 
hari put aside for ever the genial gibe of “ The 
Peacemakers ” and “ Thou Shalt Not Kill,” 
for at one time the regiment had no honours 
on its colours aiul its first (Voss was not gaiiu'd 
until May I. 1015, when, near Hill (»(), the gallant 
Privatt' Kdward Warner entered a trench which 
h>ul been \’acated by t)ur troops owing to a 
Kas-attack and, alone, dis]ilayed the utmost 
bravery. His courage eost him iiis life from 
pa> poisoning, but he had w’on tlie lirst 
Victoria Cross for iiis regiment. His was i»ne 
of the minor operations of war ; so was that of 
Lieutenant Adlam, who found liimself near a 
portion of a villagt* wdiicli liad defied cajifure 
on the previous day, yet liad to b(* takiua at all 
costs so that operations might develo]>. 'J'he 
<iibaltern, uiuh^r deadly fire, hard pressed for 
time, rushed from shell-hole to shell-hok*, 
collecting men for a sudden rush. For this 
purpose he also collected many eniuny'^ grenades. 
He was soon w’ounded in the leg. but was 
'kblc to out-throw the enemy ; then, watching 
lor and seizing his chance, he led a rush, took 
be posit ion, and killed the occupants. This he 
oid in spite of his wounds ; he also continued 
lead his men in bomb attacks throughout the 
”Kv. Next day he again show’ed the utmost 
’urage. He was wounded for the second time, 
‘‘d though ho was yirevent^ed from continuing 
tlirow bombs, he went on leading his men, 
-nd by his example, valour and skill “ produced 
■ ^ reaching results.” 


For twice rallying his company under the 
heaviest fire during an attack and finally 
leading the only tliree available men into an 
enemy trench, where lit? remained bombing 
until two of them liad beeomr‘ casualties and 
enemy reinforcements hiwl arrived, then 
carrying his wounded eom]iany-sergt‘ant-major 
back to our trc‘nchos, a distance* of 70 y’ards, and 
afterw’ards carrying thr<*t* otlier soldiers — for 
these fine things and his gc'neral valour and 
endurance Tem])orary St*cond- rjieutenant H<*nry 
Kelly-, West Hiding Regiment, was awardenl tho 
Cross. His conduct was iu sp(*cial keeping with 



swu* ie. 

LIHUT. (TEMP. LIEUT.-COI .) k. h. 
BRADFORD, .M.C., 

Durham Lif^ht Infantry. 

the* spirit of the sturdy “ Have*rcakc Lads” — 
of w liomhc'Wiis one — tlie old 3.‘lrd, of w liic-hthe 
Duke* e)f W’ellingteni was in eMunmanel whe*n be 
lande*d at Oste nd in 1704 to join the* British 
.\i*niy in the* Le)W Countries. 

Tlie* Dublin Fusil ie rs, w hose* fe>ur rre)sse*s bad 
be*e*ii all gaine*ei in the Indian Mutiny, we*re* ne>w, 
through Se-rge‘ant He^beTf Downie* te) win their 
first Oeiss in the* ( ;re*at War. Wluin most eif 
tlie* f)flice*rs had becoiiK* casualties Downie% 
ree*kle*ss of dange*!*, whicli wits gre*at be*erauso e>f 
heav,v fire*, me)ve‘el abuut and re^eirganizt*d tho 
attack, which hael be*i*n temporarily clie*cked. 
He was alone, the* situatieai was pe*riloiis ; but 
ho ralliefd the w*avf*ring line* by sheaiting, “Come 
em, the^ Dubs 1 ” He* rushe*el as lie^ she>uted, 
and the line, fireel instantly by his valour and 
enthusiasm, ruslicd with him. The scrgc*ant 




176 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


hurlod himself upon the enemy, and with his 
own hand accounted for several of them ; in 
addition, ho rushed upon a machine-gun, killed 
the team and took the weapon, and this he 
did though he had lieen wounded early in the 
fight. lie remained with his company and 
gave valuable Jielp while the position was b(*ing 
consolidated. The real nature of his achieve- 
mt'iit is the better understood when it is reinem- 
b(*red that the [josition was an important one 


bravery never faltering and liis skill remaini* r 
to the last. Turnbull did not live to knon ; 
the high honour wliieli had bf c^n be'^'towed 
him, for later in the day ho was killed wl,, . 
bombing a counter-attack from the parade-^ 
our trench. The official report well deseri}. .j 
him as “ this \ery gallant soldier.’* 

T he pair of “ J^ie-lTards ” w^t-re Privn*. 
Froileriek Jeremiah Edwards and Priv.n,. 
Robert Ryder, both of whom showed amazin^r 



IDaiiV Skftih. 

V.G.’S AT THE PRESENTATION IN HYDE PARK, JUNE 2, 1917. 

In khaki, left to rij^ht : Private Hughes, Private Cunningham, Capt. White, Col. Bradford, 

Lieut, Palmer, and Capt. Allen. 


and that it had stubbornly resisted four or five 
previous at t a.cks. 

Another sergeant, James Young T\irn})ull, 
Highland Light Infantry, included in the 
seven, showed continued and persistent courage 
during a long spell of fighting. Ho and his 
party had capturt'd a ] 30 st which was ajjpar- 
ently of great im^i )rtanee to the enemy; then 
lie was subjected to severe count er-attaeks 
thr(uighout the day. The party was “ wiped 
out ” and replaced several times diiruig tho 
day, but Sergejant Turnbull never w.^^akmvHl in 
his resolution to hold the post, tho loss of 
wliich would have been very s(»riou.s. Almost 
single -handed he maintained lus positioii, hi.s 


promptness and initiative. Edwards’s part of 
the line was “ held up ” by machiue-gim tl‘ ‘* 
and all his oflieers had become easualtics. !n 
the confusion which followed- -and there w 
in< I icut ion of retirement- -Edw’ai ds, swift I \ 
reali/.iiig the sitr.atioii and acting solely o<i 
his ov/n initiative, rushed out akme towar : 
tho gun and knocked it out with bombs. 
promptness, coolness and utter disregard • ■ 
jieril made further advance j>ossible and sua* I 
a dangerous .situation. Ryder’s act was 
eisely tho same in its essentials. His eompar. • 
too, was “ held up ” by lieavy rifle fire, all I- 
oflieers had boeomo casualties, and the atta; 
was flagging for want of leadership. Al) ' . 
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tely alone, Ryder dashed at the enernj^ 
. wliich ho clearttd by “skilful inariipu- 
..tioii of bis Lewis gun.” Tliis intrepid 
ino^t iiiaterially helped the subsixpient 
.i'\aneo of the sergeant’s conirr4.des and was 
;.(• jneans of turning what might have been a 
;.]er(‘ into success. 

I:<»th Dowiiio and Turnbull belonged to 
< :i;ivgnw. It was related of Downie that lie was 
(.n.‘ of a family of sixteen, and his wife one of 
- ‘VLiiteeii; and that when lie left for tiio 
.lit ho declared that lie would bring back 
-oiiu thing worth looking at — not a Cjlerjnan 
In Ins t, but a V.C. He was kno\Mi as a fine 
1 ixer, and on one occasion, when outside a 
l.r xing booth at an T^nglish fair, ho said t(' his 
Avitr : “ W ait till I see this, Jdly.” He entered 
lli,‘ })oi/th, and on reappt aring it was observed 
fhat Jio had a silver inoila!, also a blaek (*ye. 
'I'i*rnl)ull ha<l won fame as a criekider, and 
Inter, in the Army lie became celebrated even 
ninouL’st the woinlerfully skilled bombers, and 
it Wiis <!aid that lie eould throw bombs fartlu'r 
thfin any otlier man in the Army. ()ne<* he 
hninhed nuint erruptodly for sixt(Mxi liours, the 
inisvsiles being of Cermari make. At another 
tiim^ he pla.y<id a machine gun on the (Jennans 
for twelve iiours on end. TJie s])irit and 
ctidiirance that possi'ssed him wore summed nj) 
ill liis answer to his colonel’s qviostion : “How 
do you feel ? ” — “ As fresh as paint, sir.” 


1* reyberg, of the Royal Nav’al Hivision (attached 
West Slirroy J^fginx'nt ). This ofliccr 
had already boon a)>i>oin1c‘d to tho D.S.O. For 
otKhiring coiirniio and brilliant leadership 
(-olonel l*reyher>'s aehii-\f-ineiit was unsur- 
passed by any aet for whieh the Cross was 


hkIVATH R. RYDER, SERtJT. R. DOWNIE. 

Middlesex Regt. Royal Dublin Fusiliers. 

confcrretl. To l»egin with he i-a-rric'd an 
initial attack straight tliroiigh the ei;.eniy’s 
front system of trenehrs, hut after t he capture 
of the first ohj(*etiv(' his eoinmaial was mueli 
disorguni/-e(l owing to mist and a lieavy lire of 
all des<Tiptions. dhe oHiec r personally raJliod 
and le-furmed his own men, as w<‘ll as nu‘n from 
other units who had 1 )<‘Iour? intermi\(‘d, and 
he ii‘spi[od them all with his own <‘ontcmpt- of 
danger. In due eourst* he led liis mc‘n to tho 





SF.RGT. J. Y. TURNBULL, TEMP. SRC. LIEUT. T. E. TEMP. SE(L LIEUT. H. KELLY 
Highland Light Infantry. ADLAM. West Riding Regt. 

Bedfordshire Refjt. 


1 he extraordinarily fine qualities of leader- 
vdiich cdiaracterised many of the Rritish 
■ • i*s and had been rapidly developed by the 
illubtrated by the case of (’nptam 
[>orury Lieu tenant- Colon el) Bernard 


successful attack of the second objective, and 
iiianv pris(»iif*rs wert' captured. Ly thi.s time 
Colonel Fieyberg had beiai tw ic<‘ wounded, 
hut he ntzain rallied and re-formed all tho men 
who wvre with him, anrl, although under heavy 
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artilU-ry nivl ni«^,r‘hiiie-t?nn fire in a very ad- 
vanced position and unsupported, still he held 
his ground for the rest of the day and through- 
out the night. On the following morning, 
having l)Of^n reinforced, he organized an attack 
on a strongly fortified village, and such was 
his dash an<l enterprise that the village was 
ca£»tureil and 500 prisoners were taken. For 
the third tiin^ the oOicer was wounded, and 
later in the afternoon ho w*vs again wounded^ 
this time seriously, but he refused to leave 
tilt) lino until ho Iiad issuofl final instructions. 



PRIVATE F, J. EDWARDS, 
Middlesex Rej^iment. 


“ The personality, valour, and utter contempt 
of danger on the part of this single officer 
enablerl tlie lodgment in the most advanced 
objective of the Corps to be pcrmaiiontly held, 
and on this point (Tapjjui the lino was eventually 
formed.” Such was the close of the ofTicial 
version of tlio gallant colonel’s performance. 
The award was gazt tted on December 15, 1916, 
but, in accordance with the system which had 
been adopted for some months, no mention 
was made of the time t'r place of the brave and 
brilliant leadership. 


Colonel Frey berg was by birth a Ne.v 
Zealander. He was not yet twenty-eigh 
years of age. Born in Wellington, he develop* 
both the physique and resourcefulness th;*: 
were essential for the success of some of (!;»* 
enterprises which he undertook in the war. 
He won fame throughout Australasia as a.i 
exceptionally fine swimmer ; he grew to |>,>i 
six feet in height, and broad and powerful in 
proportion ; he achieved renown as an oarsman, 
a footballer anti a boxer, and his physiqno 
w'^on for him the affect ionafe nickname *)f 
“Tiny.” Leaving New Zealand he wamt to 
America, and drifting (o Mexico found full 
scope for his adventurous aspirations; lie 
fought in the Civil War. Tn 1914 Freyberg 
came home, joined the Royal Naval Div ision, 
and was wounded in the hand at Antwerp. 
With gt)od servdee to his record lit' went to 
Callipt>li with his battalion, being aln‘a<ly a 
lieutenant-conunantler. Tn Callipoli he again 
tlistinguished liirnst^f. Cencral Paris was in 
charge of a forct* which vva.s to make a feint 
lauding at Bulair, the narrow iieek of the 
Peninsula. Freybcrg was givt^i chargt^ of the 
party, hut, while prizing tlie honour, lit' prt)pose(l 
an alternat ive selu'ine which, lie believed, would 
protect the lives t)f the men. This idea was 
that ho should take coltinred flares and swim 
asht)re, that ht' should then light the flares, 
as if a landing w’as ant icipated, and then swim 
out. again it) a w^aiting destroyer. This he did, 
stripjiing, and painting liis face and shoiiltlers 
a dark etdoiir, so that he should not be seen 
swdmming. Kreyberg landed on the licafli, 
lit the flares, made a reconiiaisaiicc, and swam 
off again, but owdng to tlu‘ darkness and the 
current he missed tlie boat wliich w^as to pick 
liim up, and it was almost two hours bef<n*<* ho 
was hank'd C)n to the deck of tlu' destroyer, 
more dead than alive. This remarkable f( et 
of endurance and resourcefulness, nu>re siig- 
gc.stiv'e of an adventure from May no Reid <>r 
Fenimoro Coojier than a sober act of modt ru 
war, won for the young otlicer the D.S.O. 
Tiie circumstances of the winning of the 
were finely told in the official story, but it 
may be added that in gaining it the young 
colonel excelled even himself, A high otfic r 
of his Army Corps described his act as iv 
magnificent example of a “ one-man show 
and it is certain that Freyberg saved theCi>i i ^ 
from serious trouble. 

Similar resourcefulness and courage ' 
shown by Private Herbert William Lew 
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' V elsh Regiment, whose Cross was announced 
f the same time as Colonel Freyberg’s. During 
raid on enemy trenches this soldier was twice 
ounded, but he refused to have attention 
Tul coolly searched enemy dug-outs. For the 



SERGT. E. J* MOTT, PTE. H. W. LEWIS, 
Border Regt. Welsh Rc^t. 


thir<l time he was wounded, but still declined 
to l.n‘ attended to. Three of tlie enemy were 
now seen to bo approaching, and single-handed, 
regardless of his wounds, this line examph' of 
the British soldier attacked them and made 
tlK-ni all i)risoners. Rt'tirement became im- 
p<^rjitive, but wliiU' withdrawing Lewis went to 
the assistance of a woundc^d man, and, in spite 
of his own wounds. |)rouglit him, under heavy 
shell and rifle fire, to our own lines. Having 
doiH^ that lie (Mil lapsed. Tliose two eases, 
closi'ly resembling eaeh other in many n'spects, 
wen- typical of the spirit and resourei* which 
eimbletl so many J^ritish <»tlie('rs an<l men, 
against great odds and in cirumstances of 
oxtvenu* danger, to do the seemingly im])Ossibl<*. 

l*r**-w’ar visitors to the Hank of Lngland 
would liardly have expected that (.me of t he 
yoimg hank clerks would have it oftieially 
Sfiid ot him that his example of eheorfulriess 
inid resolution wi^re beyond all praist^. aii<l 
tliit his ])ersoual example of courage ha<l 
h*‘cii such that it had w'oii for him the 
\ ictoria Cross. Kugene F^aul Hennctt, a young 
IhuiU of Kngland clerk, was a tt'iuporary 
t' nteriant in the Worcestershire Regiment. 

was a born soldier and leader, and this he 
pi Mved in the position of peril in which he was 
;•! tood in battle. He was in action and found 
■ d the first wave of an attack had siifYered 
wy casualties. Its commander was killed 
id the line was wavering ; thereupon Hennctt 
' vaiiced at the head of the second wave and 
owed so much valour and resolution that he 


rea<.*hed his object iv'c, though by that time he 
had hut sixty men. He then found himself 
isolated with his small party, but his cheerful 
courage and resoiuvcfiilness nevt^r left him. 
He set to w'ork at onee to «*onsolidat<* his 
position, though he was undiT heavy rifle and 
ma<‘hine-gun fire from both flanks. To add to 
his ilinicult it's lie was wounded, but he held 
bravely on, retaining his eommand, directing 
and controlling. His wond<*rfiil example saved 
a very dangerous situation, and tin' record said 
that “ then' is litth' douht tliat but for his 
])ersoiial t'xainph' of coiiragi' tlu' a.ftaek would 
have bei'ii elu'cki'il at the outsi't.' Hi'iiiiett 
was present I'd w ith a sw ord of lionour by the 
Hank ot Kngland. 

This award to tli(‘ bank ch'rk was made 
known on last day of tlu' yi'ar IIHG. It 
W'a.s aecoinpimied by flie announeement of the 
bestowal of a Cross tin an oflieer wli<» had 
distinguished himst'lf in flu* old anil gallant 
way of n'seue. This n'cipiiuit was Captain 
William Anderson Hloomfii'ld. Scouts l\)rps. 
South African Mountt'd Hrigade. Again there 
w<*re points of similarity iu easesjn wliii'h the 



GAPT. (TEMP. LIBUT.-COL.) B. G. 
FREYBERG, 

Royal West Surrey Rcgt. and Royal Naval Division. 


Cross had been awarded. Hloomfii'ld w as m an 
advanced and isolated position in which he was 
heavily attaekeil and some of his iik'II were 
wounded. Finding that the enemy were 
working round his flanks, ho ovaoualod hi. 
wounded, and s,d,so.iuontly withdre w his oona- 
mand to a now position, hi.nselt being amongst 
the last to retire. When he reached the now 



180 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


position Rloomfiold fonncl that a wounded 
corporal, D. M. 1\ Bowker, liad been left 
behind. The corporal was helpless ; to reach 
him meant the crossinjir i>f more than 400 yards 
of open ground swept by heavy fire. To 
attempt a rescue was to risk almost certain 
death, but the (laptain took the risk. Ho 
started out. Machine gun and rifle rained their 
bullets on the ground around him, but he 
crossed the danger zone in safety and reached 
the corporal. He secured him and faced again 
the murderous fire. For the second time he 
es<;aped, and witli Jiis heavy burden he returned 
to safety. This exploit was essentially of tho 
character of deeds for which in earlier years 
tho Victoria Cross had bt*en almost exf^lusively 
awarded. 

Bombing and killing a ])arty of ten of the 
enemy, amongst other exploits, wiiile alone 
and single-handed, won tho Cross for Private 



[Daily Skcith. 

PRIVATE J. CUNNINGHAM, 

East Yorks. Regt. 


John Cunningham, a lad of nineteen years, f 
the East Yorkshire Regiment. After ti ^ 
enemy’s front line had been captured Cunnii. . 
ham went up a communication trench with i. 
bombing section, but desperate opposition so.,,) 



TEMP. LIEUT. E. P. BENNETT, 
Worcestershire Regt. 


reduced the rc'st of the section to (‘asiiallits. 
Collecting all the bombs from tho casualties, 
the fearless young soldier went on alont> ujul 
hurled his bombs at the encTuy until they were 
expended. Then he returned for a fresh sup]>ly, 
and with these he again proceeded to the com- 
munication trench, where he met a party of 
ten of the enemy. “ Tliese he killecl ami 
cleared the trench up to tlie enemy line.” 

Private Cunningham’s achievement was 
made known in the middh^ of January, PH 7, 
and at tlm same time there was published the 
little story of the act for which Private l^avid 
Ross Lauder, Royal Scots Fusiliers, was 
awarded the Cross. T^a\ider’s performaia**^ 
was one of those ex])ressions of swiftness "f 
thought anti ext'cution whieli had becoow^ 
peculiarly associated with tho winning of the 
Crt)ss. It was a mt^re trifle, an episode, io 
warfare ; but it had in it all tlie intense thrill 
of the dramatic unexpected. When witli a 
bombing jiarty retaking a sap I^audt'r threw 
bomb, which, however, failed to clear th'- 
parapet and fell amongst the bombing jmrt;,. 
There was no time to smother tho bomb aiel 
widespread death seemed certain, but Lau<l ' 
instantly put his foot on the bomb. '1 - 
explosion came and blcnv off the private’s fe* 
but his splendid sacrifice saved the rest 
the party, w’ho were unhurt. 
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\ iiieinbor of a London publisliing firm, 
j Sergeant Frederick William Palmer, 
i: .\ n.l Fusiliers, was avvarderl the Cross for liis 
h,,;\t'ry, control, and detormimition. Palmer 
, ! listi'd as a private, and served with His*. 



SEC. LIEUT. F. W. PALMER. 

tiuction in Gallipoli, Jlis condnc^t in the field 
AOFi for him the Military ]Modal, and ho was 
hiuico-Sergeant when he achieved the honour 
nf tlu' (Voss. While some o|:erations were in 
pro^i'(*ss all the oflieers of his company were shot 
<inu’ii, whereupon Palmer took command. 
I [)oint-])lauk machiiio-guii fire he (*ut his 

WiU through wire entarigloincnts, rushed the 
enemy’s trench with six men, and having dis- 
io'lLM'd tlio hostile ma(diine-gun which had 
hern, hampering our advance, he established 
a l>loek. 'file sergeant then collected detached 
m>‘n trom other rcjgimonts, and for nearly ilii'ei* 
hours 1 m ‘I d th(^ tiarricado against se\'(Mi doter- 
a linn I eoiinter attacks, under an inci^ssant 
hiiriagc. of bombs and rifle grena-des. M’hilo 
i«'inj)(>rarily absent, sea.rehing for more b»»mbs, 
tlir riiemy made an eighth counter atta<*k, 
in Palmer’s luirty, and threatened the 
trnrrs of the whole flank. The sergeant laid 
hlown off his feet by a bomb, and was 
itly exhausted, yet ho rallied his men, <lrov(‘ 
enemy, and maintained his position 
'■ 1 ' <iv(‘rted what miglit liave been a serious 
la 

addition to winning the (Voss 
given a eommission in his old 

' postlnnnous heroes of the Cross included 
^ ' flieers whoso story was one of those brav* 

'' which in some respects are even more 
^''ive than a glorious achievement. These 


were Lieutenant Humphry OsbaUlestoii Hrookc' 
hirtnan, U.X., and Jdeutenant -Commander 
(diaries Henry (Wley, K.X.WH., and their 
j<»int act t)f gallantry was performed in an 
attempt to re-provision the force ^\'llieh was 
hesieg«‘d in Knt -el- Ainara t arly in 1910. On 
the evening of April 2i. at c‘ight o’clock, the 
Jnhiar. witJi a crew from tJie Poyal Xavy 
under i" irmaii, a,ssisted by (d)wh‘y, l('ft F(‘llahiii 
in an att«‘mpt to reach Knt. ddi<‘ ent(‘rpris(^ 
was ut the most hazardous a,nd despt'rale 
ehar»M*ter, and a.ll tlii' othe«‘rs a.ml men who 
maniM'd th(‘ little* era.tt wer«' volunte't'rs. d’hese^ 
Wi‘re n‘adily foi-theoming, h('ea.nse the* tieKem- 
ture* was e)ne* Unit appe‘a.le*el witli s[)e*eieil foi*ee> 
te» Hritisli se*ame'n. Jt was a e*ase* e)f running 
the* gaunt le*t, e>f trying te> re'seue* the' pe'rishing ; 
it was a re'pe'tition of euie e)f the many fe)rIorii 
hope's to siieeour ev son^ly presse^el anel gallant 
J^ritish ga,TTise>n he*league*re'd hy a jienverfiil 



PRIVATE D, R. LAUDER, 
Royal Scots Fusiliers. 


eiH*my. The^ little^ army wJiie*h was im- 
])risone'd in Knt was starving and nrgemtly in 
iie*e'd e)f sueli supplies as the Julnar earrie'd, 
and she Jiad on hoarei no le'ss than 270 tons. 
The departure <.>f tJie^ little^ ship was eove re.'d by 
all the.i artille*ry and mae*hine-gun tire that could 
he brought to bear for lier heli) and protection. 
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with the object of distracting the enemy’s 
attention. But the area of her operations on 
the river was narrowed and confined, and she 
was discovered by tlie Turks and furiously 
shelle<I as she steamed up tlio stream. There 
could be little doubt as to her fate in the hearts 
of tlie anxious friends who had seen her start 



LIEUT. H. O. B. FIRMAN, R.N. 

(River Tigris). 

on her desperate but noblt^ mission, and (liere 
was grit'f but not surprise when, at one o'clock 
next morning, (Jeneral Townsh(‘nd, who was in 
coinma.nd at Kut, rejmrted that tlie Julnar 
had niit arrived, aiul that- at midnight a burst 
of heavy firing, whieli hatl suddenly et'ased, 
had been lieard at Magasis, about 8i miles by 
riv(*r from Ivut. TIktc was no c|u<\stion tliat 
tlie bold venture hn.d failed, and as a matter of 
fact next day the Air Service reported that the* 
Julnar was in tiu* hands of the Turks at Magasis. 
It was soon learni‘d that the two oflieers had 
be(‘n kilU'd, and that tlu^ rest of the* crew, 
including five* wounded, were prisoners of wa.r. 
Tht' gallant Firman hatl served in tlu^ Navy 
for about fourtiH'ii years, and had thi* I’ersian 
and Somaliland nu‘dals to his credit; and his 
brave brotiu'r oflieer, Uowhy, liad done uncom- 
monly good work throughout the Mesopo- 
tamian Cam])aign in command of the Medjidieh. 
In reporting on the undertaking the Gtnieral 
Officer Commanding, Indian Expeditionary 
Force “ D,'’ .said he trusted that the services of 
the otticers might be recognized Viy the pos- 
thumous grant of some suitable honour. On 


January 31, 1917, it was announced that ijj,. 
Victoria Cross had been awarded to eac;, 
them.* 

Even amongst the consistently splendid ,u ts 
for wdiich the Cross was given there nu ro 
achievements of outstanding courage 
endurance, and of sxich were the deeds of not 
a few of the ])osthumous recipients of iijo 
decoration. Nothing nobler could be inia^rnio^j 
than the heroism of Sergeant Thomas Motit iH. 
heail, K.F.C., who gave his life in saviujr his 
observer, “in France.” W'hile flying at un 
altitude of 9,000 feet the ])etrol tank was 
and the machine set on fire. “ Enveloprd in 
flames,” the oflicial record stated, ” \\ hi( h hi< 
observer. Lieutenant Cower, was uimhh* to 
subdu(‘, this very gallant soldier succet'ded in 
bringing ids aeroplane ba(‘k to our lint‘s, and 
though he made a successful landing, the 
machine collapsed on touching the ground, 
pinning him beneath wreckage from whi«*h he 
was subsequently n^seued. Though sufferinj; 
<*xtrenie torture from burns, Serg(*ant blotters, 
head showc'd the most/ conspicuous ])resence of 
mind in the careful seh'ction of a landing phui', 
and his wonderful endurance and fortituile uii- 
doubtt'dly saved the life of his observer.” 
]\lottersh(‘ad died of his injuries. On February 
12, 1917, it was announced that the King Inwl 
awarded the Victoria (.’ross to him. 

It was inevitable that/ in a war of such \ apt- 
ness and complexity there should be dehiy in 
asc<n*taining and making known the facts in 
connexion with some of the d(*(‘ds of valour fur 
which the Victoria Cross was awarded. Such 
a east‘ was that of Commander Loft us William 
Jtmes, of H.M.S. Shark, torpedo-boat destro\cr, 
who was killed in the Battle (jf .Jutland on 
31ay 31, 191(3, but whose posthumous (Voss 
wa.s not announced by the Admiralty until 
March (>, 1917. His proved to be one of the 
most moving and nobh^ of all the splendid acts 
of tlie war fur whicli lionours had been gi\cn; 
it stood out as a glorious aeliievement even 
amongst unsurpassed performances of <‘tliccrs 
and men of the Navy. During t hat nienioioMp 
light, in the jifternoon Commander Lott us 
Jones led a division of destroyers to attac K the 
German battle-cruiser squadron. A slid I hit 
the Shark’s bridge and put the ste(‘ring 
out of order. Very soon afterwards another 
sliell disabled the main engines and hit the 

♦ Tl'.o t»j>oratian!3 in connexion with tho 
towards Baghdad are fully desenhed in Chapter C* ' d • 
(Vol. X.) 
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VO ' » lieJpless. The commanding officer of 
.njvi.fr destroyer, seeing the Shark’s plight, 
between her and the enemy and offered 
iu i|N but he was warned by Loftus Jones not 
to n k being almost certainly. sunk in trying to 
av^! j him. Loftus Jones liad been wounded 


then went to the niidsliip and only remaining 
gun and personally helpe<l to keep ‘it in action. 
All this time the shattered destroyer wtvs under 
very lu'avy short-range from enemy light 
cruisers and destroyers. Th** gun’s crew of the 
midship gun was ri'duet'd to three, ai d t>f that 


VI; •' A 



^J<s. mottrrshead receives from the king the v,c. won by her 
husband, sergeant THOMAS MOTTERSHEAD, R.F.G. 


but ho went aft to help to connect 
' the after wheel. Already the fore- 
and its crew had been blown away, 
soon the after gun and crew were 
in the same way. The commander 


valiant trio one, an able s(‘amaii, was biully 
wounded in the ](‘g. Soon nhcv Jjf‘ had reached 
the midship gun tho (*ommander had a leg shot 
away above the knee by a shell, but in spito 
of this terrible wound he continued to give 
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orders to his little band, while a chief stoker 
improvised a tourniquet round liis thigh. Tho 
commander maintaiiu'd a wonderful courage 
and calmness, so much so that, noticing that 
tho ensign was not pniporly hoisted, he ordered 
another to ho hoisted. Ho now realized that 
the shi[) could not surviv’o much longer, and as 
a Gorman destroyer was closing ho ordered the 
few survivors to put on lifebelts. Scarcely had 
this been don(^ when the Shark was torpedoed 
and sank. The survivors wer(" j)icked up 



[Lafincite. 

COMMANDER LOFTUS W. JONES, R.N. 
(H.M.S. Shark, Jutland). 


during the night by a neutral vessel, but they 
did not include t he ofH<‘er who had so valiantly 
tric'd to save his lit t le ship. The Distinguished 
Service IMedal was awarded to the survivors of 
tiu' Shark for their services during the action, 
'riiesc! heroic men were : — Stoker P.O. Charh'S 
Filleul, A. 13. Charles Cleeberg Hope, A. 13. 
CharU'S Herbert Smith, A. 13. Joseph Owen 
GK'iidower Howell, Stoker 1st Class Thomas 
Wilton Swan, and P.O. William Charles Richard 
Oitlin. The award to Petty Ofllcer Grifliii had 
been alrc'ady gazetted. 

Four Crosses wore awarded for tho battle of 
Jutland — those to Loftus Jones and Hoy 
Cornwell (CornwoU’s ease will be dealt with 
presently) : one to Commander the Hon. 
E. H. S. Hingham, and one to Major F. J. W. 


Harv€!y, H.M.L.T. A striking circunistoj.. 
connexion with the.se honours was that 
wore posthumous. Tho survivor was ' 
mandor Hingham, who was decorated fni 
extremely gallant way ” in which, ii, 
destroyer Nestor, ho led his division ii, 
attack, first on enemy destroyers and tK n 
their batt lo-cruisers. The ofheer finally siL’litr*,) 
tho enemy battle fleet, and, followed l-v 
one remaining destroyer of his division, ii„. 
Nicator, he, “with dauntless courage,” (1,,^,! 
to within J,000 yards of the enemy, in ordej- j,, 
attain a favourable position, for firiinr 
torpedoes. During this attack the Nestor aiift 
the Nicator were under concentrated fin* of 
the secondary batteries of the High Sea 
The Nestor was subsequently sunk. At liist 
reported killed, it was afterwards oni(ijjll\ 
announced that the commander was a prisonf r 
of war in Germany. Harvey was luortnlK 
wounded, and almost the only survivor aftrr 
the exj)l()sion of an enemy shell in “ Q ” mm- 
house ; yet while in this state he had prcsim i 
of mincl <aiough to order tho magazines to 1 m* 
flooded. This cool, courageous conduct imkI 
devotion to duty saved the ship. Soon aftir 
performing this splendid act Harvey died. 

Nearly two yeai’s pass(‘d before*, a strilvin^’ 
sequel was ot‘ticiall,y announced to the award of 
three \'ietoria Crosses to a captain, a S(*rgc5int 
and a private of the 1st Hattalion Lanc.i^lur-' 
Fusiliers, in eoniK'xion with the landing on tin 
Gallipoli Peninsula. In Chapter CJ..iI. it w.c 
.stated : — 


'Mio of selection whirli i/ juithorized ly d*' 

Victori?\ Cross Wiirr:ints was oxorcistMl in v iJi 

tho perf^ra.anco of many oirioc’-.s and n.t'n of *1 <• 1-t 
liattalion Tho T.aiictishiro b'lHiliors on A]>ril 

fornpanics and tho hoadqmirtors, wliilo laodm/ 
Ihdlipoli, tti tho west of Ciipo Hollos, were mol. hy n \< ly 
doadly -Iro from hiildon iiiaoliino giin.^ which enu »’<1 
^^rcat tniniher of casualties. Tlic survivors ru-l" <l nn 
and <Mit tho wiro entanglements, in spito of a Kin'f 
tiro from tho enemy, and, after ” supronio tlills 'il'ii ' 
th(* elilTs ‘were gaii>ed and tho position main’ 

I'his wns ono of tlio e:i«es in wlucti many men p 'toi::. 
many acts of valour, wUon, indeed, all pari i- 
tleserv’o tho dc'ooration of tho Cross. Not alL hi' ' • 
eoul^l havo th.o di^tinetion award('<l to tiieu'. 
aeec'rdii.gly it was left to tho sutvivors to .-ei< 
reeipient.'-i, and tl'.eir ol’oietj hdl on a gallant trio 
of (\q)tain Richard Kaymcnd Willis, Soqzcanr 
l^iehards and l*rivale V.'illiam Keneally’, all ot ^ 
P-attalion of tho fiiit* old 20th ReginiOnt of Foot. 


.Mu'-i 


These jiwards were made known i 
London Gazette of August 24, 1915; <>d I 
15, 1917, ii was oflicially announced tl 
Victoria Cross had been awarded to t 
(temporary JMajor) Cuthbert Hromley 
drowned). Sergeant Frank Edward 
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MAJOR F. J. W. HARVEY, R.M.L.I. 


(xincr (lied of wounds) and Corjioral (now Sor- 
iz.Miit) .lolin (Jrinisluiw, 1st Battalion F^anca- 
Kusilirrs, in fonn(‘xion with the operations 
nil April 25, 1915. The wording of tlio last- 
luiriH’d awards was almost identical with tliat 
nt the awa ds to Willis, Biehards and Kt^neally, 
}ju(l l?r<Mnley, StuFihs and ClrimsFiaw were also 
x irep'd by their comrades as having ])(‘rforjn<‘d 
Ihr most signal acts of bravery and dc*votion 
to duty during the landing. The gallant 
Bromley's fate was tragic. After the landing 
lio \\a.s wounded and sent to Alexandria. He 
returiK'd to (lallipoli and was again wounded. 
Hr lijid n*cov('rc*d and was on liis way back to 
n joiii Ins division wlien ho was drowned in the 
nf tlie Koyal Kdward on August 14, 1915. 
All iiiti rest ing incident was a note accompany- 
iiiLT thr announc.eint'nt of Marcli 15 stating that 
‘•"iiv;r(m(*nt. on the award of the Victoria ('ross 
thr award of the Distinguished Vondiud Medal 
t" < h imshaw, which was gazetted on November 
h'. 1915, was cancelled. 

A high tribute to Bromley as a comrade and 
r was paid by a correspondent in The 
'In, ns of ]\Iarcli 20, 1917. Of Bromley, who 
Vwi> tin* eldest son of Sir John Bromley, of 
^un .,11 Torner, Seaford, he said : 

h ' -r ih'* wonilrrful spirit fostorod by Bromiey dnriiig 

'I ^ .1 ram(’ta'lcr<c uiid tit»c oxaiiiplo in thr rogiinriiL 
' 'ruL?ht success at Cape Ht'llr« on tho early inoin- 
2.'5, 1915. His prrsomil infliienfr vva< iin- 
‘ ' ' 'Mo. He hail made the bancashiro Fusiliers the 

j hi all India in military training, boxing, 

. , ; ‘^^“'^1 cross-country running. Tho^^o men wb-o 

‘ hiiu ashore umler hellish tiro had true discipline. 
I; battalion won through that morning. 

died or foil wounded in the boats, in the water, 
^ j • ' uoh on Iho cliffs, or on the high ground gaimsl 
* while reinfurcoments were landed to push the 


!i<lva*dagt» won. Thrt'o days livlor, on April 2S, w'hon 
the hrigiwlo majoi t'f tlw? 80th Brigade led the att’U’k 
on the Krithia Wood, Bromley wont iUrward \vith him. 
Anoll'.er lirigade had had to witlulraw ; Bromley and 
till' iiion will) lovc'd liiii'i went forw’nrd and won. Wlaui 
I he sueeessfiil survivor^ reoigani/.ed under eover, Bromley 
went forwiml to rffoinioitu* with. th<* hrigado major 
luul three other ranks ii]i to* thc^ ground rising to l !‘0 
oiit’^kirts of Krithia itself, wlieu he was woiin led in the 
knee. He was gut luu*k by Sergeant Burtelioll, of tlio 
baneasliire Fusilier--, and his wound was ilrossed ; it 
was tli'Mi <lise/^)\'ePed that he liftd al-’o a bullet in his back 
whieb he had reeeived thiei, <lays biifore aiui n(*v(*r spoken 
ot exeejit trj the man wh.o luni bamlngeil the woiunl. 
BeloU' his w'ui sN wt-n' healed Bromley was baek, and 
found liimself in eomnuuid «>t' tin- hattation, fivsli from 
the Oeree tighti!i_' of .lune L lb*w h * was wele«.mtM ! 
. . . 'I’heti f'Mpe .luni‘ ‘JK. battalion was ordered to 

leave its trenehes in daylight and Mtta<-k aeross the opiui. 
Bromley led it. He was hit in tlu* foot just ovt*r (he 
j)arapf‘(. d’wd st ret eher-hearers - liandstiK'n, only l.itely 
band boys- jumped to him. He madi* them i-arry him 
on to direet the attaek. and, when it failed, against all 
ehane<*s la* was earru'd l;a'*!; ali\e. Only ten of tta* 
original battalion were left nnwo\iiid«‘d. d'he w-o-and wais 
i-(‘rious anti ihomh^y was sent tt) Alt'xanrli la. When 
able tt) bobbin ho bt-ggeil his way tui bvianl the Ut»yal 
Kdwartl to t‘ona) haek to Hu* renin^ula. She was ttir- 
petloed, anti it was Jikt' Bromley to stay on htmul a.ntl 
go tlt)wn with ht‘r wdiilo any in(*n rernaintai iinnlaeetl in 
the boats. Fint* sw immer as he was- —he hatl onet^ swum 
from Oozo to Malta — lie was drowau'd belorti! be eouM 
be piektal up; it is Itelit'vtal that he was struck liy a 
jiiece of wreckage. 'I'lius lit* ilieti ; to live now in the 
Tuernery t)f lOngland, placed among the grt'at. mt*n who 
liave tie-served, and w'un, the Ck’oss of a sohlier’s .st‘lf- 
sacrifice. 

So wrote of tlic' fa.ll(*n liero ou(' who knew him 
well. Tt was a splendid tribute^ tind (uuiveyed 
an imd erst and iiig of the conciueriiig spirit of 
the successors of tlie. men who at Mindi'n in 
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COMMANDER THE HON. B. B. S. 
BINGHAM, R.N 
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GOKP. (NOW SERC; r.) 
GKIMSHAW, 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 


SRRGT. F. E. STUBBS, 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 


GAPT. (TEMP. MAJOR) 
BROMLEY. G.B.. 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 


IT.")*.! r«*|mls«*(l (*v<'ry of Mic eiioiny* 

'riiat \va^ tlio hattl(‘ in which the regiment was 
posit'd nt'ar sonu' j'ardciis anti took roses to 
dt'coratt' tlit‘ir hats : and thus adorned, on 
Auj'ust 1, t h< y w’(‘nt on ti^htin^ and wt>n th(‘ 
Jionoiir of Mindt'ii for llit'ir colours and the 
nain«' of “'The Minden Uoys " for t h<‘ms<'l ves. 
The trihut e was one wliicli applit'd not only to 
Bromley, htit also to his l)ra\'e companions ; 
it showt'd liow li^ht was tla* principlt* ailoptt'd 
of letting the battalion itst'lf choost* tht* rt*- 
cipitnits of the Gross -yet wlit'U all wt»rt» s<> 
(list in^iiisht'd it was hard to make* a elioice. 

“ Kt»r most conspicuous hra\'t‘ry and sclf- 
Hacrilice ” the Gross was awarded to Second 
LitMitt'uant ( letir^elO.C ’ates,KiflcHripi.d('. ( ’ates's 
dtMMl \Mis r(Mna.rka.hle heca.ust* it was almost 
pretMsoly a. n'pt'lition of oiu' or two sj)(*cia.lly 



SEC. LIEUT. G. E. CATES, 
RiHc BH^ade. 


cool, st^lf-sacriticin^ acts for which the (’mv-s 
h>id ht'c'ii piv-cn. Ho was engaged with sonu^ 
other m(‘u in dei'pening a captm’t'd tn^ucli 
w hen, with his spade', he struck a buried botnh. 
'Da' bomb immediately began to buiii, where 
upon Gate's, with the noble purpose of sju a '4 
the' livens of his comrade's, unlit'sitat iagly 
placf'd liis foot on the' bomb, '^riii'i’e* wms rii 
almost instemt explosion, and Gate s was killed ; 
but his swift de'cisiou einel re'solute ccunip* 
save'el the' lives of others. 

W’heit was spoken of at the' time as a “ mystery 
V.G.” was iuveirek'd to (Nanmandc'r (huden 
Gami)bell, D.S.O,, H.N. The first intimation 
that tins onici'i* bad re'ceived the* lionour 
in tlu* announcenneiit, in tlie' Court (^irctihir en 
Marerh S, 11)17, that the* King ce)nferred tlie 
Victoriei Gross e>n (^)mmand('^ (Jordon GMinp- 
bt‘11 at Buckingham Ihilace' e>n the' ]>re \ 
(levy. ft was not until April 21 that the* 
tinnoime't'd that the Gross heid be^en granted to 
the commandeT, “In ri'cognition of his eMU 
spicuous gedhxntry, consummate* coolne'ss, cihI 
skill in commanel of one* of H.M. ship- 
iU'tion." Thext wexs the full story ; those \\< n* 
the' e)nly de*tails that were made piublie’^ anti 
this circiimstane'e, in connexion with tin* I 
that the e)tlicer receive'd the Gre^ss bt'fore it ^ 
actually gazetted, inve^sted the case with an “f 
of mystery to w'hich publics attentieui 
dnxwn ; but any curiosity that w’as, natm 1> 
t'ni'aigh, are>use'd w’as not gnxtified. ^ 
inander C^xmpbell had been appointed t^’ 
D.S.O. ini March 31, 1916. 

“ Wonderful work” was the e^Ricial dc- 
tion of an act for which an Overseas ei 
was aw arded the Crosd, tlic 
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i ' niailo oil March 10, 1917. '^Phis recipient 
• iptain Henry William Murray, Australian 
(nt ‘Mtry,* whose conduct ha<l already gained 
for iiioi the D.S.O. Commanding the right 
company' in an fit tack, his skill and 
Oi»m.«L:c resulted in the position being quickly 



I 1 

CAPT. H. W. MURRAY, D.S.O., 
Australian Infantry. 

iMptiinNl. Very sev'ere fighting followed, and 
lliret* lu^avy count <‘r-at tacks were b<*at(Mi off, 
“ (h«‘sc successes bi'ing due to (.-apfain Murray’s 
wnridcrful woik.*’ ''Pht; company Ihroiighoiif 
tin* night, suffc^red heavy <*esualtic*s through 
coiKM'ut rated cnc*my sh(dl fir<*, and once the 
pillaiit hand was force* I to give ground for a 
silen t wa\' ; hut ^luriviy ralli***! his command 
and savc*<l tlK** situation hy “ sheer vahiiir.’’ 
H«* nn-ouraged his mini, ho headed homhing 
parties, hi^ led hayonid charges and ho carrieil 
"oiiuded men to safe places ; he was from 
ln>t to last a glorious example and a constant 
inspiration, and the <m.s<‘ was ont; of the by no 
iu«*.ms small number afforded by the war of a. 
briti^h fighter performing a series of x’alorous 
a-t^ ttn- which the Cross was given, (hv/.etted 

* On .Junf*-2, 11117, in Hyiln Park, (In* King ImM hi-; 
' luit)lio Tnv<*«;titiir<*. whnn .‘ir> 1 war flnr-orat ions won* 
' Tho*.f inrltulnd olc\ an Victoria I’ross***-. as 

' ' ' " -Till* D.S.O. aiul bar and tin* , Major 

IV • ih'* V.C. and tin* M (\, (’aj)tain Allen, K.A.M.<A ; 

' ' and th<* .Military M«*dalj S«*c*. ht. Palmer. Koyal 
' " T- ; the V.t’.. l..t.-t'ol. Bradford Durham bight 

■ iOy ; Captii’ii White, Yorkshire Itc*gimi*nt - Private 
' ngham, Kast Y'orksliire Ki‘girnerit ; Priv'ato lliighos 
'^ught Rangers. Xe.xt-of-kin received the C’rosses 
'» had been awarded to Sec. ht. Geo. Gates Rifle 
' le : Sergeant Kr.«kine, Scottish Rifles ; Sergeant 
■ r^heatl, RFC. and Pte. Fynn, South Wales Bor- 


al.so on March 10 was the award to Sergeant 
Etlward John Alott, of the llorder Kegiment. 
Ifis was another of those rousing instances of 
a man tenaciously enduring notwithstanding 
heavy wounds and utmost peril. Huring an 
attack tlic sergeant’s company was held up at 
a strong point by machine-gun fire. Mott 
had been severely wounded in the eye, but 
despite this heavy hanilieap he rusht'd at the 
gun. "Phere was a liiM’ce struggle btdwet'u him 
and the guimer, but the unetpial contest 
ended in the capture of both gun and guimer. 
'Phis (exploit was not all that went to the credit 
of (lie Border sergeant that day, for it wivs 
owing to his dash and enti'rprisc that the left 
flank attack siu‘ee(‘( led. 





COMMANDHR GORDON CAMPBELL, 
D.S.O., R.N. 

In thi^ earlier days of flic war, l>efore the 
mind of the piildic hat! heeome numhed }>y the 
vastnoss of the naval and military oficrations, 
and when comparatively small events aroused 
a thrill, there were doings on land and sea and 
in the air whicli roused the public, to something 
like c^xtravagance of entliusiasm. Sucli a 
display of feeling took place in ci:)nnexion with 
the exploit of Alichac*! O’Leary ; yet later, 
more than 
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.rv hH.ving been rewardi'cl with the 

their heroic achievers remained iin- 
l;,,. MU even by name, to the vast majority 
l„ rl(\ Tliero had to bo outstanding? features 
a .1 i ase to impress it on the public miml, anti 
1 ^^,. iieh instances arose in connexion witli th(‘ 
haide of Jutland and the destruction of a 
iiujMi airship at CuHley. These cvtMits 
addr-d to the roll of fame the names of Jt)hn 
I iMscrs Cornwell and William Leeft^ Uobinst>n. 
('(dfiweirs story raiif? throughout the Kmpire. 

Hr \»as only a boy, under sixteen and a hnlf 
of age; yet no record of the Cross wjis 
Mioif impressive than that of his behaviour in 
Hif Jutland battle: Mortally woundt^d early 
m 1 he actit)n, he remaint'd stanthng altmt* at a 
ex'ixised ])Ost, quietly awaiting ortlers, 
niitil the end of tiio action, with the gun's 
•n \v dead M.nd wounded all round him. Some 
I line elapsed before tlie steadfast courage t>f 
ilie l>oy was made known, ^leanwhile he laid 
lu en brought ashore, he had died at Grimsby 

• li his wounds, and through one of the stupid 
blunders whieli art* inseparable from oHicial- 
(hnn he had bcnui buri(‘d in what was no better * 
tlwui a pjiiqier s gravt*. Xo sooner was the 
Truth known of (he lad's last hours of lib' and 
’he manner of his <lea(h than |)ublie. opinion 
hemandt'd a l)efi(liTig rcinlcTinent . A<*eord- 
lu'jly (lu* body w’as exhumed, a.nd then* wa.s 
<111 im|»ressiv(‘ funeral in Manor l*a.rk Ct'iiu'tery. 

A few montlis afterwards the bo\''s fa(h<‘r, 
Kli ( ornwcOl, who had joiiad the Army, was 
hurled in t hi' saiiu' gra\'<*. 

• )u<-k Cornw(*ll repri'sented tJie grejvt class 
''liirli had done so well throughout (he war; 
he had not been long away from an elementary 
M-hoeh and, rightly enough, steps were jirompdy 
Silken to ensure the dri\ ing home of the 
'^I’lendid lesson of duty and patriotism that lie 
h;M( taught. A committee was formed («» 
"t'LJ.niize a national memorial, and early in 
hruary, 1017, that body were able to report 
dial np to dat(‘ they had received remittances 
’'• III 28,400 schools and 485 individual sub- 
"Mihers, amounting to £21,849 Us. IHd. A 
pi'fiin* of the boy standing by his gun, with 
Auiiiral Sir David Beatty’s p€'])ort of the 
If • (hmt, occupied a po.sition of honour in 
'• than 12,000 schools. At Buckingham 
I H-e, on February 9, 1917, the Queen re- 
'd the members of tht‘ Jfwk (Virmvell 
unrial Fund Committee, who presented tf> 

• (he first instalment (»f the procecnls rif the 
' *d. Admiral Cord Beresford prescuited an 


address ex])laining the objects the fund and 
the means adopted to carry tlu*m out. One 
form of the memoria.1 was a contribution of 
ClS.OtK) c*olh‘cted in (lu‘ schools and by scholars 
of the Unitt'd Kingdom to the “Star and 
Garter" Fund, and i( was proposed as another 
part of tin* si*h(Mni' to [ilaee a portrait of Corn- 
w’cll in each of tin* contributing schools. In 
ixc‘c.ep( ing a checpie for £18,000, (In^ Qin'i'ii 
said : “ I am glad to know* that in (wu'ry school 
where the scholars Inive eontributi'd to this 
memorial a picture of Jack Cornw^ell will bt^ 
placed, whi<*h W’ill si*rve to riunind future 
generations of scholars in those' schools \)f the 
lasting glory that attache's to tin* pt*rforman(*tT 
of duty. ' 

On Man*h 2J, 1 91 7, a. large* company W’it nessed 
at thei Ma-usion lleuise^ the* pi*es(*n( at ioii tei the 
Bejard of Admiralty of Mr. Frank (). Salisbury's 
picture, “John Coi-nwe'll, \M.\, eai H.M.S. 
Cln'sti*.!*." Sir FelwanI (Mirson. the First Bord . 
roce'ive'el the picture* on belialf of t in? Aelmiralty. 
JJie? picture? she>wcil the* hnl standing b^’’ the 
side* of a gun, which hael just b<'e*n fireul. The? 
inscription gave? the* eitlicial eh'tails of (k)rnwe‘irs 
a'*t. The? artist unve*iled tin* [)ie*ture*, a-nl in 
fe>rma.lly pre'se'iit ing it te» the? Admiralty, sa.iel 
that the? stueli<*s we*re? take'ii ein }>oa.rel the" 
(Jie'ste*!*. Ceirnwi'll's brother sat fe>r the* pea*- 
trait. J'lu* captain, eai b(‘ing a.ske*el fen* a. title 
fe.)r the* pn*turi‘, i'e*[»lie*ei that he* Kinwv eil mine* 
whiedi wa- iiniiei ai )pi'n| aia.! e* than this: 
“ J’hou hasr set mv tee*! m a. large* j)lace*.’ 
In ae*ce*pting the? gift nn be*ha.lf of t he* Aehniralty, 
Sir Kdwa.r<l Carsem |_)a,itl a. high tribute? te) tin? 
ele*ad lads e*oura.ge* and e\a.mple. ** 1 a.s|< 
pe^eqile? wlio grumble*," he* said, “ if (hoy ♦3ve*r 
he'arel the* story of .le>hn Tra.\’e*rs Cornwell. , , 

1 fe*e*l that this boy, who elie*d a.t' the? peist of 
ehity, se*nels tliis me*ssa.'!(* through nn? as I’drst 
Leirel e>f flic .Velmiralty fea* the? me)me>nt te) tho 
peeiple of the? Kmpire*: ‘()be*y your orelers, 
cling to your post, eleiu’t grumble*, st ie*k it eiut.’ " 
Or. Maeiia.mara, the* Farlia-ment ary Se'e*re*tary 
e»f tlio Boarel, iutimate*e| that the* fiie t ure? weaild 
first of all pass int e> t he? kee-ping eif t he* Aelrniralty 
and in elue? ceairse* it \ve)uTtl ge» to the* l)e've>npor( 
training f*stablislmie*nt. The* .Mansieai Tbmse? 
cere'iininy was a,ttenel(*el by the* yening h(*re)‘s 
nn)(he*r. ^ 

Never in the* hi*-te)ry e>f the#Cre)ss heel tlc'ro 
bf»e*n anything te> eeanpare,? with the* a.e*t fea* 
wliie'h the* honeair was awarde*el te) thr? ye^iing 
flying e>flie*'*r William Leefe* Hobinse>n. Vast 
crow els of Kiiglish pe*e){)le saw the* te*rribl<? eloe)m 
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f)f u rai<linj< airship at Ciifllay, n<*ar 
vary aarly <ni t Jia nioriiirii' uf Siiiiday, haptain- 
)>ar nno. rt was <piiakly known that th«‘ 
airstiif) JiaH la'f’ji altaakad troiii an acro[)lan<* 
]>y LitMit. William Lrafo Knl»ins<ni, Worai^stor- 
shin* KfjL^imant and lioyal ld^\'injj; (.N>i*ps, who, 
in spita of ^n^at dilli<-iill ias and danger, “ sant 
it (*rashiri^ to t ha around U'- a flainin^ wrac*k. 
llo))ins<ai liad haan in tlia air for im>r<‘ than 
i\v(} hours, and hiid pravionsly attaakid 
anotlKM- airship during his flij^ht. Extraordi- 
II ii’V inlarast was shown in tia‘ faat that a 
N’iatoria Cross ha<l haaii won actually in 
p]ni(land. Monetary and otii(‘r Towards tall 
(o tla‘ intn'jiid aiimm's lot an<l h(‘ was givan 
promotion. Daap intarast in him w'as ran<‘vva<l 
in April, lhl7, whan it wiis oIVK'ially report a<l 
that Klighl -Commantiar Eohinson, was 

“ missing. " On April lit, a w(‘(‘k attar h<‘ was 
ri‘porlal missing, a. Harlin olViaial talegram 
annonn(‘(Ml that t ha (light -<‘ommandar was shot 
ilown on April (i hy a, (h*rman l>atth‘ airman; 
hit (‘I* it was reported that his assailant had haan 
killed, and linally it haoima known that 
Hohinson was a pris<»nar in the han<ls of the 
< larmans. 

W’ar's inaxorahla aa.ll ri'ipiirad that man who 
had l’aa»‘d death against ovi'rw helming od<ls 
and had snrvivarl to win gr(»a,t glory should 
ndurn to /one's of danger, ddn’y w<*nt, and 
in not a fe*w i*a.st\s lost their li\as in hatth'. 
Kaw details ware giveai as to the' manner of 
tla'ir (*nd. “News has haan ri'caivad that 
Pri\'ate' I hairy Fynn, \ A\, South Wales l5or- 
d<*rars, of Ihidmin, has diael <»f weaiiids n'a<*ivad 
in auction."’ So ran tJia piililishtMl n'ports 
on April h, I‘dl7, of a la*ro\s anel, and that 
hravit y was represent at ivt'. A fenv days later 
VV/e under (ha heading, “ T>vo 

Killed," \i'ry briefly amiounaed the (h'atli in 
aedieai «»f DruiuAlajor Kenny, (5ordon High- 
landers. and SeM'geant John l^h'skine, Si*o(ti>«h 
Itith's. Tlu' ve*ry aurtiu'ss and eolourlessin*'-s 
of the intimations emphasi/t'd t lu' vastni'ss <if 
t he w ar's operat ions. 

.lu'^t as in tin* aarlie*r history of (lie Cross 
there wt're fanaais ejiisodes like those at 
laa'know for w!ii(*h the* honour was awanh'd, 
in lati'T ye‘ars sindi deanls as the ih h'nae of 
Ktirke's Di'ift and the* .saving of tlie guns at 
Maiwaial. so in the Creat War, with tlu* 
immortal l\t‘gulars. the'rt' wtae tlie arlh<*ve- 
ineiits of Itradhury, of the horse gunners, aiid 
Michael O'Leary, of th** Irisli (Juards, and 
witli the New Army such ai'ts as tliat of 


Trooper Potts, of Uio Yeomanry. But t|, 
stood out eonspieuously the valour of r 
lonely airman wdio sent down a Cerman air- 
and her araw' in flames to English soil, <>f i,.. 
dying eornmander who fought his .shaltn. 
destroyer to the end, and, more than ..i, 
heeause he was so little more than a ehd.j 
the stoiidfast (*ourago and inflexible obedii n , 
to duty of John Tnavers Cornwell, who, 
tally wounded, stood in noblo isolation till tiir 
battle ended. 

J'he following is a list of the \’'ii*toria Cro.^ , 
the award of wdiiali was marie known betw«‘iMi 
August, nut), and Mareli, 1017 : 

Addison, Rev. \V. R. F,, Tt*m}). Chaplain to tli.‘ 
Forces. 4t h Class, Army ( 'haj)lains’ !)< pt. 
Arllam, Temp. Sim*. Ia(*ut. T. E., Redfordslnr 
Regt. 

Allen, (7»pt. W. P>. .\., M.(d, M.IL, R.A.M.C. 
Ihitten- Fooll, Li(‘ut. A. U., Royal Munstn- 
Fusi lira’s. 

Ihixtr*r, Sim*. Lieut. I*!. F., Liverpr)ol Regt. 

Bell, Temp. St‘(*. Lieut. I). S., ^^)^kshire Rcl^ 
Hell, d'emp. (dapt. E. X. F., Royal I imiskilling 
Fusiliers. 

Remiatt, 'r(‘mp. Lieut. E. P., W'or(.*estt'rNhirt‘ 
Regt . 

Riiighaiu, Com. the Hou. F. R. S., R.X. 
Rla<‘kburii, See. Lieut. A. S., Australian hi 
fautry. 

‘lih.)omfieId, Capt. \\\ Scouts (7)rps, Stiiilt) 
African .Mounted Brigade. 

Boulter, S<*rgl. W'. F., Xorthainpl i)nshire lh*jt. 
Bradford, Lieut. (Ti mp. Lieut. -Col.) R. B . 

.M,(/., I )urliam Liglit Infantry. 

!5romley, Capt. (Temp. Major) C., Laucaslin * 
Fusiliers. 

BiH'hanan, ]..i(Mit. (d'emp. Capt) A. B., Soutd 
Wdiles Bord<'i’r*rs. 
t^impbell, (,' 0111 , (3., D.S.O., R.X. 

Caiiiphell. ^lajor and Brevi*t Lieut. -Col. (Terof 
Lieut. -Col.) J. \"., D.S.O., CrrldstrevC: 

< luards. 

Carter, Co.-Sergt. -Major X. Royal Su-"' 
Regt. 

Carton de W’iart, Capt. (d'etu]). Iaeut.-('r J.) A . 

ll.S.O.. Dragoon Cuards. 

('astleton, Sergt. C. Australian Maeliine C' 
Cor])s. 

Ctitcs, See. Lieut. <3. E., Bifle Brigade. 

(dather, dVmp. Lieut. (3. St. (_3, S., Royal l^ri' 
Fusiliers. 

Chafer, Pte. (J. Wd. haist Yorkshire Kegt. 
Chavasse, Capt. X. (3., M.C.. M.B., R.A.M.C. 




BOY (FIRST CLASS) JOHN TRAVERS CORNWELL. 

Painted for the Admiralty by Frank O. Salisbury. 

[I'rofM the print hv the 1 inc Artt 

pHllhhin^ Cf.tnpany on hchaij of 
the John Corniii'il Mctnvnal P unU* 
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Clarko, ('orf)l.) L., Canadian 

Infantry. 

C.’ongrnvn, lircv^ft Major VV. La T., D.S.O., 
M.C., Kin(^ fIriKado. 

C’onkc', Pl(\ T., Australian Infantry. 

Corfiwtill, J. 'r.. Hoy. First (Mass, U.X. 

Coiiry, Si‘c. Lictit. (L C., South Lancashire 

Ke^t. 

<Jo\vl('y» LitMit.-Coni. ( ’. IL, 

( ’imnin^hain, Pto. .L, Fast Yorkshire Regt. 
Davies, Corpl. J., R. VV(*lsh FusilitTs. 

Dovvnie, S('rj^t. R., Royal Dublin Fusiliers. 

Fd wards, I Me. F. J., Middlesex Regt. 

Frskin<‘, Acting Sergt. J., Scottish Rifles, 

I'.K , 

FauUls, IM<*. \V . F., South African Infantry. 
Firman, Li<Mit. H. O. H., R.N. 

Freyberg, Capt. (Temp. Lieut. -C^)!.) B. C., 
D.S.O., Royal West Surrey Regt. and 
Royal Naval Division. 

Fynn, IHe. J. iL, South Wales Borderers, 
tiill, S(*rgt. A., King’s Royal Rifle Corps. 

(ireen, (Mipt. J. L., R.A.M.C. 

Crimshaw, (k>rpl. (now Sergt.), J., Lanca.shire 
Fusili(»rs, 

Hackett, Sap[)<'r W., Royal Fngineers. 

Harvey, Major F. J. W., R.M.L.I. 

Hill, IMe. A., Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

Holland, Li(‘ut. J. \*., Leinster Regt. 

Huglu's, I Me. T., Connatight Rangers. 
Hutchinson, Pte. J., I^anoashiro Fusiliers, 
tiackson, Pto. W., Australian Infantry. 

Jones, Seyit. D., Liv^erpool Regt. 

Jones, Com. Loft us W., R.N. 

Jones, Lieut. R. B. B., Loyal North Lamwhire 
Regt . 

Jones, Pte. T. A., Clu'shir*' Regt. 


Kelly, Temp. See. Lieut. H., West Riding P. 
Kerr, IHo. J. C., Canadian Infantry. 

Khan, Naik Shahamad, Punjabis. 

Lauder, Pt(\ D. R.. Royal Scots FusilicTs. 
Leak, Pte. J., Australian Infantry. 

Lewis, Pte. H. W., Welsh Regt. 
Loiidoun-Shand, Tetup. Major S. W., Yorkv},,iv 
Regt. 

McFadzean, Pte. W. F., Royal Irish Rifles. 
MtiXess, Lee. -Sergt. F., Scots Cuards. 

Miller, Pte. J., Royal Lancaster Regt. 

Mott, Sergt. F. J., Bord(*r Regt. 

Mottershc'ad, Sergt. T., R.F.C. 

Murray, (’apt. FI. W.. D.S.O., Austniliari 

Infantry. 

Myles, Sec. Lieut. F. K., VVM'lsh Regt. 

O’Meara, Pte. M., Australian Infantry. 

Palmer, Sec. Lieut. F\ W., Royal Fusili^Ts. 
Proctor, Pte. A. II., Liverpool Regt., T.F 
Quigg. Pte. R., Royal Irish Rifles. 

Rees, Capt. (MMaup. Major) L. W. B., Koval 
. Artillery and R.F’.C. 

Ritchie, Drummer W., Scaforth HighlandcT?^. 
Robinson, Lieut. VV'. L., W'orcestcTshire Reyt 
and R.F.t.?, 

Ryder, Pte. R., Middlesex Regt. 

Sanders, (’orpl. (L, West Yorkshire Regt. 

Short, Pte. W., Yorksliire Regt. 

Stringer, Pte. O., Manchester Regt, 

Stul)bs, Sergt. F. F., Lancashire Fusiliers. 
Turnbull, Sergt. J. Y., Highland Light Infantry. 
M^urrall, Ptt\ T. C., VV’orceslcrshire Regt. 

Veale, Pte. T. \V'. IL, Devonshire Regt. 

Ware, Corpl. S. VV'., S»*aforth Highlanders. 
VVMiite, Temp. Capt. A. V. T., Yorkshires Hegt. 
VV'ilkinson, ’I’emp. Lt. T. O. L., North Lancashire 
Regt. 


CHAPTER CLXXXVI. 


THE EVOLUTION OF NAVAL 
ENGINEERING. 


HixjiNNiNGS OF Steam in the Navy — Paddgk Wheel and Screw Propeller — Surface Con- 

HENSERS TnCUKASINO StEAM PRESSURES— DouhLE AND TRIPLE EXPANSION EnoINKS — WaTER- 

Ti he J^oilers — Invention of Parsons’ Steam Turbine — ^The Turbinia — General Adoption 
OF THE Turbine — Advantages of Geared Turbines — Forms of Gearing, Mechanical, 
Hydraulic and Electrical — Coal and Oil Fuel — Forced 1)rai;ght Oil-Fired Furnaces — 
Internal Combustion Engines — Possibility of Applk^ation to J^arge Ships — Training of 
Naval Engineers — The Selborne-Eisher Scheme — Common Entry — The Engine Room 
Departments in Action. 


I N tho prc^sent chapter it is proposed to 
give an account of Iho engineering 
factors which niaiie the ships of the 
British Navy, regarded as moving units, 
not as fighting nuichinos, what they were at 
the oponing of tlio Great War. Among these 
fjK'tors tiiree were of outstanding importance 
nil the mattu'ial side, at least in the progress, 
of the preceding 2.5 or 30 years ; the adoption 
of water-tube boilers, the introduction of the 
st(*ain turbine, and the use of oil fuel, whether 
for raising steam in Ixiilers or for the direct 
I product ion of power in internal combustion 
('Hgines. But, important as they were, they 
imist be looked upon as merely the later stages 
of the constant and never-ending struggle for 
more power with less weight of machinery and 
biel which had been going on ever since 
Hu‘(rhanical propulsion was brought into the 
Navy, and the chang(5s that preceded them, 

^ hough perhajis dwarfed by the distance from 
'•' hich they must be viewed, wore not loss 
momentous in their own day. 

It is interesting to note that the threi^ 
t reat changes referred to above must all he 
'^'«ociated with the name of Lord Fisher, for 
was at the Admiralty, with the exception of 
interval of a few years, throughout the period 
VoJ. XIL— Part 149. 


in whicli they were brought about. They 
wen^ also all initiated during the term of 
oflici^ as Engincer-iri-Cluef of the Fhnd. of 
Engineer Vice-Admiral Sir A. J. Durstori, who 
was appointed in 1889. Durst on’s principal 
assistant for many ycai*s bid'oro his retirement 
in 1907 was Engineer Vice-Admiral Sir Henry 
J. Oram, who had a largt? share in Hie work, 
and actively extended and dcwt^loped it, after 
succeeding him as luutd of the engineering 
department of tlii^ Navy, espeiiially by the 
ofloption of mechanical giuiriiig in (conjunction 
with the turbiruL Iiidi'ed, it has been said 
that during the ten years Sir Henry Oram 
held oflice — he retired in June, 1917, a few 
months after the d(cath of his predecessor 
— greater prijgross had been made in naval 
machinery than in the preceding 50 years. 
He was succeeded by Engineer Vice-Admiral 
G. G. Goodwin, who as Dojuity Engineer-iu- 
Chief had been associated with him throughout 
his tenu of office. 

In 1914 the Navy’s experience of steam was 
less than a century old. It was in 1820, 
eight years after Henry Bell’s Comet, which 
began to ply on the Clyde in 1812, hod demon- 
strated the commercial possibilities of the 
stcainboai, that the Admiralty had built for 
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H.M.S. “ OKVAS TATION,” 1873. 
The first British Battleship without Sails. 


fJr*m ivt lint j ( h<‘ I lie i\lo!i)\ey- of 210 < on.'^ 
(lis|)hu‘om<'tit , w illi llnultoii W’ntt eiijniiie>. 
ol 80 iioiniiiiii lioi'.ve power. In siieeiMulin^ 
\ ears slie was follow e<1 ])\’ sundry \'<‘ssels more 
or less similnr, hut IIm v wi«re not, striidiv 
Hpeakin;/, worships, hein^ tiseil for (owiiijr and 
K<Mieral pm poses. d'h(' padd lo w hi'els hy w liieli 
flie\' were propidled were, indiMMl. not wt^ll 
suil(‘(| to na\al purposes. 'Tin* w het'Is them- 
selves were < \ posed to damage h\' the enemy's 
fire, it was impossjhh' to protect the shafting 
and other maehitu'ry !>>' w hieli tlu'y w<a<‘ 
driven hy plaeinj.^ it all helovv the wati'r lint*, 
find the paihlle-w lu'el boxes ofTei'ed <liOieult!<‘s 
ill eonnexion with the working of tiu* guns. 
Nor did the pacidle w liet*l li'iid itself to the 
appli<*ation of high powers, thougli this 
objiM-tion was of little w(*ight in t Ih‘ early days 
when th«‘ pressure of sleain us**d v\ a.s only 
•t lb. ]n'r s(|ua.n^ ineh and high povvt'rs w«‘re not 
available. Paddle- w lusd warships tif eon- 
Hiderablo si/,e vv I're, indeeil, ultiiiiati'ly built 
in the middle of t ht' <-ontury the TtMTible, a 
paddle-wheel steam frigate (eruist'r), had a 
displaeeuK'nt of about *1,000 tons with engines 
that d<‘v eloped nearly 2,000 indi(*ated horse 
power but stt'am did not et>nu' into its own 
in the Navy until t lu' merits of the screw 
propidler vvia-e n'eogni/ed. IWon then it was 
a good many years before sail was i'om])letely 
ousttvl. 'rhe ill-fated ('aptain, which was 
laiinelu'd in I SOO ami eapsi/.ed in tla* Hay of 
Hiscay in the following year, was fully rigged, 
with tripoil masts and a large spread of sail, and 


the first sea-going liattleship in the Jh'itish 
Na\'y to (h‘pend wholly on steam for projiul- 
sion was thi> I )<‘va.st at ion. ol 0,0d0 tons, the 
building of which was b«‘gun in 18(30. 

'riie screw ])ropeller reached t h(' stage of 
practical t<\st in th(‘ thirties, in t h(‘ hands of 
h. P. Smith aial ('aptain John Ki*icsson. la 
1810 the Admiralty <*arried out tiials with the 
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Arohiinoilos, wliich hail boon built iii lStl8, by 
jirivato ontorpriso, to (haiuaist rato tho iulvaii- 
taj^os of (ho systoni ; but althoiiuh tho rosults 
woro sufllioi(*iitly favoura})lo to indiioo llruuol 
aftor fnrthor oxporiinoiits ot his o\nm. to inodity 
tho ih‘sipu of his Groat llritaiu aiul employ a 
sorow ])ropoUor instead of paddh^ wheels, as Jio 
originally intoiulod, tJa\v did not move tho 
authorities to a(*tion. The for<*i' of pnblio 
o])inion, however, <*ausod tin' fpiestion to be 
reop(*ned a few yi'ars lalt'r, and iii I84o tho 
Admiralty pitted (ho RattU'r, of 8S0 tons and 
200 horso power, tit tt'd with a si*row, ligainst t ho 
Aloeto, of th<* sam<^ size and power, but tit ted 
with [)aildIo whot'ls. At s('a tho Katth'r proved 
tho fastt'i*, but p('rha|)s tho most oonvinoin^ 
tost was wlu'u tl\o two vosst'Is, fas(oia*<l stt'i’ii 
to stern. ])i>th steamed ahead ;i(. full power, 
and tho Ah'oto was haiuled bai'kwards at tin* 
rate of 2J knots, ^loro expta*im»-nts wt'ro madt* 
b<‘twoe!i tho sorc'w steamer Ni^or and th<^ 
pa<ldlo-wh('el steaiui'i’ Basilisk in 1810. In t hi> 
result tho supc*riority of tin' screw was so 
thoroughly vindicatoil that tin* ]>a<ldlo who<d 
was <tiseardod, ainl by (he time' of (la* (’riinoan 








AN OLD TYPE OF ENGINE WITH SIDE LEVER FOR PADDLE-WHEEL SHIPS. 

A favourite type from 1820 to 1860. 
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OSCII.I.ATINC; HNCJINhS FOR FADUI.H-WMKKL STEAMER. 


\Vn,r l^rilish coutiiiiUMl s(*rt'\v vt*ss<*ls <>f tl)e exhaust steam after had 

of a.ll <dass4‘s. doiu* its work in tla' eyliiider. In tlu* old 

'I'lit* serew a.s eompanvl with (he |):Mid!(‘ enijiia's this steam was eooUal and eoud(‘ns( d 

wluM*! has tla> a.dvanta.L'‘<‘ of hein^ |)rot(a*te<I by Ixdug brought into contact with jtds (»f sea 

from sliot and shell by the water in which it is water. The* c*ondensate thus forna‘d was 

immersed, while t h(» machinery by w hieh it is nearly as salt as sea water, and wdiik' it could 

di*i\«‘n is plact'd low down in th(‘ ship, (ht> be iis(mI as f(‘ed wa.t(‘r to the boil<'i's when 

upper d(M*ks being thus left clear for the guns, the steam pressures and tla‘r('fore t lu^ (em- 

and if it is not entirely below the water line pt'ratun* ef t lu‘ water in the lioihu’s wiae 

it can be readily ])rot er*l i»d by armour, Moix*- fairly low , tlie f*ase was different at pressur«*s 

over, it piM’iuits I la* <*mployment «)f large above ‘lo lb. per scpiari* inch, because at 

powi'rs, whicdi concurrently with its adoption temperatun^s eorresponding to such pres.'^ure.s 

w(*n* becoming available through improvemi*n(s the salts in st‘a water begin to be deposited aial 

partly in t la* boilers and partly in the engines. form an injurious scab'! in tlie interior of tia- 

In tla* t'arl\' boilers the la*a( w^as triuisft*rr(*<l boilers. An ex})edient which had been sag 

to tla* water from the furnaet» gtises during gest<*d in the ’tlnrtit\s was th(*refore adoptctl, 

(la*ir passag(' thrtaigh a singh* flue, but in ami (he cooling watt'r was k(*pt s<‘parate treiti 

IS to oO tubular boih'rs came itito ust* in which the (exhaust steam. For this purpose* eitla r 

tla* single flue was as it wen* s})lit up into a the stc*am was passtal througli a seri(*s et 

iiiimlu*!* of smaller tube’s, thus increasing the tubes round the outside of wliieh coUl 

<‘\tent of the heating surface*. This con- water was circulated, or the water was j)as>-*d 

struction was more compact and wx'‘ighed h*.ss, through the tube's and the steam circulat*'' 

and it enabled the steam pressure to be raised outside them. 'J'he result of this method « 

to 14 or lo lb. per sipiare inch above atmo- “ surfaet* eon<lensation ” was that the <*ec 

splu'iH*. In the iu*xt tw'i> «leeades th** steam <lc*iise<l steam was kept free from contaminat : 

prt'ssure was bri>ught up to :10 or lb. per })y sea water, and could safely bo returned i- 
s(piare inch, ancl this iiwrease was accompanied theboik*rs. 

by, ainl its exti*nsion rendered possible on obsta<*le wliich jet-eondens.xticn p^* 

account ot, an important change in t he method s<*n(ed to the use of higher pressures bcin 
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I ; , removed, stronger forms of boiler were 

(. i-ed to enable them to be realized in 
p; . tice, and rectangular or box boilers, not 
}>, tig strong enough for pressures exceeding 
It .'U 40 lb. i3or square inch, gave way to 
,i>us forms of cylindrical boiler, the pressures 
,,i A liich were carried u]> to 180 lb. per scpiare 
,,i, 1 1 This brings the develoj)nu*nt of boiler 
|)ir-sure down to about the year 1880, which 
». !nis a convenient stopping pf)iiit, since it not 
oiiU stands on the verge of a new era in steam 
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generation for the Tiritish Navy, marked by 
the adoption of water-tube boilers, but also 
saw the passing of the Naval Defence Act, 
which effected an enormous increase in the 
strength of the British Fleet. 

To ndurn to the dev4dopmeiit of the engines, 
thos<i first usetl with the senwv propeller were 
of the same type as had latti'rly been employed 
with the paddU^ wheel. Tlu* <‘arliest paddle- 
w heel engini's w(*re of the side-lever or beam 
t l;e\' gav(' plae*^ to direct -acting 



JUR CYLINDER “ MAUDSLAY ” ENGINES OF H.M.S. “DEVASTATION ’ OF 1844. 

was a wooden paddle fl'i^ate wk4i enjtines of the twin-cylinder type arranged in pairsi and 
working on two cranks at right angles. 
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Huoh as Penn’s “ oseillating ” engine, 
and the Maudslay “double cylinder” typo. 
In the former the cylinder swung on hollow 
trunnions, through whicrh the steam passe<l. 
In the latter there were. two cylinders placed 
vertically side by side on the? floor of the ship 
and working a single crossht*a<l, an extension 
<if whicdi jmssod down between the two cylinders. 
The <;onnecting rod was attached to the bottom 
()f this (extension, the <)bject of the arrangement 
being to give it sufheient lengtli. 


Steam 



SECTION OF TRUNK ENGINE. 


^Fhe screw nt>eded a faster rate of rotation 
than the paildle wheel, and to enable the slow- 
running paddlo-wh(M>l engines to meet tliis 
condition the engineers of the day preferred 
to have re(U)urse to mechanical gearing rather 
than to risk experiments with engines hav'ing 
a higher spepd of rti volution. A large toothed 
wheel wai^ therefore mounted on the engine 
shaft and arranged to work into a smaller 
ttK>thed wluH^I or pinion <’arritMl on Ww .screw 
shaft. 'The t<»eth were in several rows and 
staggered, tho.se of the large wheel being made 
of some tough wood inserted in the ])eriphery, 
while tlu)se of (lie pinion, which wca*e cast, were 
of iron. 

'^rhis arrang(*ment , w liich forms an intenwting 
anti(‘ipation of that ado])ted later with the 
turbine, though in that case the ]nirp<>se was to 
reduc*e tlu» rate of revolution of the propcdler 
shaft, not to iiu'rcase it, was continueil until 
about 18t)h, when with tlu^ aid of the liiglan* 
boiler pn»ssures which had then become avail- 
able engines wc're constructed to run at 
sulViciently high s]h‘imIs to enable them to 
ilrive the screw shaft directly. DitYering from 
the paddle-wheel engines, tlu' cylimh>r.s of 
which were ])laced either vertically on the 
bottom of the ship or in an inclined <liagonal 
position, these wt're arranged horizontally. 
Space being limited t ransvensely across the 
beam of the ship, various devices w’cre atloptetl 
in order to get a siitlicient length of connecting 
rod. Thus (ho Maudslay “ retiu-n connecting 
rod ” engine had double piston rods, one 


above and the other below the crank slue 
communicating with crossheads and , 

fitted on the opposite side of the crank to 
of the cylinder. In the Penn “ trunk ” engi,,,. 
the i^iston had attached to it a hollow trunk 
working through a steam-tight stuffing box tu 
the end of the cylinder and the connecting 
w'as attached to a gudgeon pin in its centu*, 
the arrangement being in fact similar to th.u 
followed subsequently in the motor-car engiim. 
T.<ater, when twin-screws came into vogue, 
Humphreys direct-acting horizontal type, with 
the eonncictinfe rod between the cylinder an<l tlm 
crank, became the standard type. 

The next great change in the arrangenu^iit 
of the engines was the introduction of tlic 
inverted vertical ty]3e, with the cylinders placed 
above the shaft. This type, which event\uvlly 
became universal in all screw steamers nut 
driven by turbines, w’as adopted for largt» naval 
ships in 1885, thoiigh the horizontal engine was 
retained in sloops and gun boats for a few^ years 
longer. Its advantages had long commeiuh*d 
it to the mercantile marine, but the nn\al 
engineer hesitatcHl in adopting it because it 
could not, as could the horizontal type, be 
placed <Mitirely below' the water line. How <*ver, 
this difficulty of protection was got over by the 
aid of armour and by carrying the coal bunkers 
round the engine room, so that a projf'ctih* 
would have to pa.ss through a mass of cual 



HORIZONTAL ENGINES OF H.M. 
ARMOUR-CLAD SHIP “VALIANT.” 1862. 
These enfSines had return connecting rods, the 
two piston rods of each cylinder being placed one 
above and the other below the crank axle. 

before it couhl reach any portion of the engiau 
that projected above the w'ater line. 

^Meantime, again as a result of the higbt r 
steam pressures obtained through the adoj)tiu!i 
of the surface condenser and improvements i 
boiler construction, another great innovafi*'-^ 
w'as introduced in the shape of compoun*! u; 
double expansion engines. These were gen< 
rally adopted in riAval vessels, between 18<‘* 
and 1885, but again it cannot be said that tb*' 
Admiralty showexi unseemly haste in taking' 
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.yi\imtftgo of the innovation, for it had been 
cessfully applied to marine purposes by John 
I'NUt in 1854. The steam pressure at first 
, ..ftl with it in the Navy was 60 lb. per square 
jiiclu but gnuiually rose to 90 lb. about 1880 
aiiti linally to 120 lb. The prineiple consisted 
ill <li\'iding the expansion of the steam, and 
ilini^fore the work it did, between two cylinders, 
iii-t(‘ad of completing it in one. Sometimes 
th(‘ smaller or high pressure cylinder in which 
thi- first portion of the exj>arision took place 
^\,l5 arranged in tandem with the larger or 


to triple expansion, in which the expansion of 
the steam was etiected in three stages, and even 
to quadruple expansion, with four stages, 
though the latter was not employed to any 
extent in the Navy. Triple expansion was tried 
in 1874 by Dr. A. (^. Kirk in tlu^ Propontis, but 
the exi)eriment was marred by the unsatisfac- 
tory behaviour of the boiU*rs. Kirk was more 
successful in a second attempt in 1881 with the 
Abort leen, employing a ])ressiire of 125 lb., and 
in 1885 triple expansion engines began to bo 
fitted in new ships for the Navy. The steam 



HORIZONTAL ENGINES OF H.M.S. “AJAX. 1848. 

These were the first d!rect-actin}{ screw engines fitted in the British Navy. The illustration is an end 

view, showing the two cranks at right angles. 


ln\r pressure cylinder in which the expansion 
uas completed, the two pistons being carried 
one rod ; but more generally the two 
< \linders were placed side by side. There 
\\.*re then two piston rods acting on cranks 
I at right angles to each other. Tn the case 
large engines the second expansion was 
'"'iietimes divided between two cylindc^rs, 
'' ‘•au'se the size of a single cylinder would 
become inconveniently great; in that 
‘ 'f- there were three pistons, with three 
‘uks generally set at equal angles to eatdi 
* liop. 

ilh increasing steam pressures it was found 
^ 'd isable to ext-end the compounding principle 


pressnn^ was at first 1 .‘10 lb., but was soon 
increast'd to 155 Ih.. wliieh rernaint'd general 
until 1895. But in the cruisers Powerful and 
Terrible, which w ere launched in that year and 
ran their trials in 1896-97 ; there was a jump to 
210 lb. at the engines, reduood from 250 lb in 
the boilers, and in subse(|uent shij)S the pres- 
sures were raiscfl to 250 Ib, at the engiiujs 
(,*100 lb. in the boil(^rs). In those cruisers, which 
w’ero of 25,000 horse power, divided between 
two screws, the last stage ot the expansion was 
carrictl out in twm equal low’-pre«sure cylinders, 
so that there were four cranks. With this 
arrang<anent, which bcjcamo standard for 
battleships and cruisers of over 10,000 h.p.. 
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not only c;onI(l tin* low • prt'ssnro oyliiidorH 

of roHsonuhlo size*, hot r('(liictif>n of vibra- 
tion WHS farilitaf t‘(|, by <*ylin(lors in 

sn<*h tirdor Hnd sj-ttin/j: tin' oranks at siicdi 
as to Ixilanoo f ht- porivctly 

as |)ossif)lo. 

'riio jidva.nta^<*.s of the* compound as <-nm- 
parnd vvitli t ha siinrla-st a^a axpaiisioii on^in(‘ 
wera siniirnari/ad by Sir Henry Oram (//'hr 
Mm 'ntr Sirnin Kiujinr, by S(‘nn(‘tt cS: Oram) as 
/)oin^r (•) radiicl i<»n of the maximum strt‘ss<*.s 
on the framing/, and aonsaf jiiant reduction of 
wei^^ht and c-ost ; (2) i»iereased ’^'^^ularity of 

turnin'-^ mom<*nl and eon-(M up'nt inc*reased 


cdli<*ieney of the pn)peller in the water ; and ' 
mon? eeonomieal iiso of tfie steam in : 
eylindt^rs ami eons<H[iieiit increase of 
from a given exjXMidituro of heat. He star, 
that the gain in (ss)nomy of fuel with even i,, 
tih lb. <.*ompound engim-s over ordinary snif.u . 
eomlensing engine's with steam at 30 lb. [)n‘s<i,i 
might 1)0 taken a.s at least 30 per ecait., and lli.j 
of triple expansion engines watli steam at 130 11 
to ir>0 lb. o\'er comptiund engine's with strai 
at IH' to lot) lb. as la to 20 p(‘r e(»nt. 

d'hi^ following figures, tak(‘n from tlu' sait, 
book, will give an idt'a of the extf'Ut to w hie 
the weight of the machinery in rt'Iation to tli 
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TRIPLE-EXPANSION INVERTED VERTICAL ENOINES. 


|)ii\v(*r WHS l)y t lu* iinprox t* 

iiHMits (lcs(*ril)i‘(l so till* : 


I Mil' 


( Mmnicl<*r of MacliiiirTV 


\N |MT 

iiuhcatod 
;orst>-pow<*r 
Cwt . 


\h:\’2 




ISTO 




Kino lioilor, 4 ll>. |^^"^^«lI^o, 
padillo w}iool 

'rulnilar hoilor, 1 I Ib, prossuro 
o'>oiIlH( iii^ oii^'iiio and pa.d- 
dh‘-\vhool ... 

liox hoilor, I’O 2.1 II), piossnro, 
lion/>«)nl»il .‘'iii^lo 0X1)1110^100 
oii^ioo, jrf coiidoiiscT aiul 
propollcr 

! Hox l)(»iIor, .‘{ 0 -. 4.1 11 ). ])ro.ssnro, 

I )ion/.()n(aI sin^h* ex pari^ioo 

oii^ino, snrfii(!o ooiidcniscr, 
! sorow propollor 

( 'Vlindiii’iil hoilor, J.l.l Ih. 
prossnro, fri[)lo (‘Xf)aiisio4 
!ovorto<l vortioul « ii;.?inos, 
soiow propollor 


\:il 


*1 


n 




I A \i 


Hi a previous ])HrHgnipli reference was made 
to tlu‘ jump in steam fin^ssure seen in tfu' 
oruistTs lV)\\'eiful and Terribh* in IS*,).”), lliis 
j'linp was due to tlie adoption of wat<T-tu!K‘ 
iKulers, wliieli have* alreiuly been mentioned as 
1‘oing one of tfie thn‘e great factors in tlie 
progress of naval engineering in the (|uart<*r of 
‘ <*entury preceding the outbrt'ak of the war. 
oinurnerable forms f)f water-tube boilers were 
‘ obstructed, })ut tlic cardinal featun* in all of 
' ot'm was the same — that the wat<‘r is con- 
•I'ined in the tubes round which the heat(‘d 
'Jrnace gases plfty, in contriidistinction to the 
^d tank or fir€>-tube type in which the gases 
• n their way to the funnel pass tlirough the 


tubes, on the outsi(U‘ of which is the wab‘r 
tluU is to !)(' heated 

"TIm* \vat(‘r-t uI)(‘ lioiler \v vs not new in idea, and 
dii.t('s back at least to th(‘ })(‘ginning of t h<' 
ninet<*enth century ; but in spit(‘ of the (dTorts 
of mimi'rous in\’(*ntors and con'-:t met ors they 
retiuned disadvantagi's v\hich were h<‘ld ^to 
render them unsuitable for usi' in the Navy. 
I*c*rhaps, indec'd, too much was made ot those 
disadvantage's, because tank boilers aj>p<'are»d 
to satisfy the demands of thi' ('iiginc^ designcT, 
a,nd there was a iiaturid reluct a.iic*e to make 
drastic edianges in practice until they became 
ine'vitable. By the 'niiu'ties, however, it had 
become' e*vide'nt that tlie ta-nk boiler hael about/ 
re^ache'd tin' e*nel eif its te'tln'r, tiiiel could neit 
we'll be maeh' in largt' si/.es to meet the re-epiire- 
me*nls of the high-st<‘am pre‘ssun*s ne'e'deel to 
enable full aelvantage te> be* taken e)f the' 
multiple) expansie>n prii.cinU'. ’^Khe' Aehniralty 
were' t hen'fore prae*l ieally feiie'etl te> make* the* 
e-hange', theiugh their I'ngiiie'cring aelvise'rs 
weailel have' >)e'e*n spare'el much e*ritie'ism anel 
tribulalitui e)f mind hael t he*y be'en e'onte'nt, as it 
must be confe'sse'el they hael bee*n in the> c*ase) 
of .se^me^ eithe'r de*ve*le^pment s, te) alleiw' the me'r- 
eaidile marine to make* tlie initial expe'rime'nts 
and overe;e)m(' the* elitlicultie's that are inse'jiara- 
ble from any radical inneivatiein. But if the^^ 
had elf'cte,*d te> tread this primre>so path eif 
least resistance the ships of the l:5ritish Fleet 
would have 3 had to wait Je^mg for water-tub© 
boilers, since at the time of tlie Great War 
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tlH*y hafl found Vnit littk? favour in British 
iriorciiant vessols. 

The Admiralty bogaii tontativoly by fitting 
\\ator-tu)>o bf)ilers in some of the smaller 
vc*HHelH, but their first large experiment was 
made in the Powerful and Terrible. For these 
(Tuisers they settled on the Belleville type, which 
hiwl been usinl with satisfactory results in the 
French Xavy for more than ten years, and 
they had tht^ justitication for tlunr choice that 
this was thf^ only large tube type of water-tube 
boiler .which had been tried at sea under 
ordinary working conditions on a considerable 
s-cak*. That sotutJ defects and difficulties 



should be found in working a new device with 
which the boiler-room staffs were not familiar 
was not surprising — and the influence of the 
personal fac;tor is shown by the fact that there 
were instances of these boilers proving a success 
in one ship, while a pn^cisely similar instal- 
lation of them in another precisely similar ship 
W'tis set down a failure. The troubles which 
occurreni wert*, how’over, seized upon by the 
adherents of the tank boiler, and such an 
outcry was raised against the Belleville in 
p^ulicular and the w’ater-tube type in general 
that in 1900 tlu' Admiralty appointed a com- 
mittee to investigate the matter. An interim 
rt^port issued in 1901 w^os in general unfavour- 
ablo t-o the Belleville, w'hich it advised should 
not bo fitted in future new ships, but the 
c>pinion was €ix pressed that the »id vantages of 
water-tube boilers for naval purposes w'ere so 


great, mainly from the military point of view 
that, provided a satisfactory typo was adopted 
they would be more suitable for use in tin* 
Xavy than the cylindrical typo. In the 
twM) or three years the Committee carrif'd oui 
a number of special comparative trials with 
different types of boiler, and wdien in 1904 the y 
issued their final report — the last of ton— th(‘\ 
expressed themselves as satisfied that tlji* 
Babcock & Wilcox type (as used in the Hermes) 
and the Yarrow largo tube type were sal is ^ 
factory and suitable for use in battleships and 
cruisers. For small cruisers they thought it 
probable that a boiler such as the Yarrow 
large tube type would give better results than 
t he “ express ’* snmll tube type previously fitted, 
while for torpedo-boat destroyers they regarded 
some form of boiler with small , tubes closely 
packed as absolutely necessary to obtain t he 
required ratio of output to w^cight of boiler. 

In corisocpience of this report the Babcock 
Ac, Wilcox and the Yarrow types were fittc‘d in 
about equal numbers in largo warships ; and 
in 1909 Sir Henry Oram w^as able to declare that, 
although boilers had been until quite recently 
a constant source of anxiety to the Admiralty, 
serious troubles w^ere then seldom met wdth. 
In the Babcock & Wilcox typo the tubes art^ 
slightly inclined to the horizontal, and at cnicdi 
end are connc^ctod with sinuous headers from 
which pipes lead to a receiver above the tubes. 
Heated by the furnace below, the water rises 
up the inclined tubes to the upcast htwlers, 
whence it passes through the pipes to th<‘ 
r€'c<>iver, to return down the downcast headers te 
the other and lower ends of the tubes. Tin* 
steam is led off to the engines from the upper 
part of t-ho receiver, which is kept about half 
full of water. In the Yarrow there is a steam 
receiver in the centre above and two water 
chambers at the sides below, tho three being 
disposed triangularly, and tho heating surf»%cc 
is formed by two groups of straight tubes, 
u inches in diameter, joining the receiver 
with each of the two water chambers. The 
Yarrow “ express ” type is of similar con- 
struction, except that the size of the tubes is 
smaller. 

Tho three military requirements on wliich the 
Water Tufa? Boiler Committee laid stress as 
being necessary in naval boilers were (1) 
rapidity of raising steam and of increasing the 
number of boilers at work ; (2) reduction to the 
minimum of danger to the ship through damage 
to the boilers by shot and shell : and (3) the 
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YARROW BOILER. WITH SUPER- 
HEATER; SECTION AND ELEVATION. 

poNsibility of roinoviug tJainagod boilers in a 
\<‘ry short time jiikI without o])ening up the 
ili^eks or removing the fixtures of the hull. They 
(leehired that < hes<^ requirements are met by the 
water-tube boiler to a gnaiter degree than by 
the eylindrieal, and th<\y regardcsl them as being 
(if sueh importane(^ as to outweigh tlu^ advan- 
tages of the latter type in eeonoiny of ftiel an<l 
eiist of upkeep. 'The rapidity with which steam 
can b<^ raisefl — in s<Miie forms it can b<^ done 
within half an hour of lighting the tires is a 
cnnsequence of the small quantity c^f w'at<?r in 
the tubes, and tliis in t urn is partly responsible 
tor the smaller w'eight of the water-tube as 
<-oiiipared with the tank type of equal pow’er, 
tin* lightness of the component eh'incnts in 
iclation to their strength being another contri- 
buting factor. Tn the course of their triads the 
t’oinmittee got a maximum output of 200,000 lb. 
of steam an hour from the Babcock and Wilcox 
boilers of the Hermes, or 410 lb. of steam per ton 
‘ »f boiler. With the Yarrow boilers in the Medea , 
weighing 330 tons, the output of steam was 
I o7,000 lb. an hour, or 478 lb. ])er ton of boiler. 
Ihit in the Minerva the tank boilers weighed 
o<>7 tons for an output of 167,100 lb. of steam 
under forced draught, or 295 lb. per ton, while 
u the Ciinarder Saxonia the cylindrical boiler.s 
w eigherl 1 ,000 tons, but tbe output of steam was 
’*nly 132,600 lb. an hour, or 132*6 Ib. per t<»n. 

d'hose present at the Diamond Jubilee Xnval 
hev'iew hold at Spit head in 1807 were greatly 
uitercsted in a small veasel of the torpedo-boat 


class which darted at enormous sp^Hxl along the 
lines of w’arships<after the Koyal procession had 
passed. 'File patrol-boats w'hose duty it was 
to keep t ho linos clear were hopelessly outclassotl 
in point of speed, and the onlv'^ w^ay in which they 
could check the intruder’s lawless proceedings 
was to place themselves athwart her course and 
thus driv(* her out of the lines. This vessel w^as 
the Turbinia. built l^y the Hon. C. A., after- 
wards Sir (3iarles, Parsons, and embodying an 
invention whieli in a few years was destined to 
revolutionize the pro[>elling machinery of the 
British and o(Iu‘r navii s. 

Sir Charles Parsons, the youngest .son of the 
third Bari of KossC; of ttdeseopo fame, a few 
years after graduating at (Cambridge as elev'cnt li 
wrangler in 1877, di'voted himself to the 
d<^v(*lopiiu*ut of the rotary steam engine. Tlui 
ohlest form of steam t‘ngino known, the aioli- 
pilo of Hero of Alexandria (about 130 n.c.) was 
of I his type, consisting of a liollow pivmtetl 
globe supplied with steam the reaction of whi<*h 
as it issued from nozzles caused tlu^ whole 
apparatus to rotate in the f)p[)osile direction to 
that of the steam outflow ; but the efforts of 
various inventors luul failed to iflilizcj the 
princ'iple in a practical way until sneHiesR 
was reaelu'd by Sir (3iarl«'s Pa-rsons. It 
w'as in 1884-85 that as a result of many ex- 
periments he produced a rotary engines cw 
turbine of about 10 horse -pe)W'(*r w'hich w'as 
successfully use^d for driving an electrical 
generator, and in the following live yi»arH 
senne .300 of these machines were made 
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ran^^inj^ iil) to a powc^r of 75 kilowatts. So far 
as tlio t‘iij>iiio or motor part was (‘onrornoci, tho 
first machirio corisistod of two groups of 15 suc- 
oossiv'o turi)ino vvlujols or rows of blades on one 
drum or shaft witliin a eoiu'ontrie ease. I’he 
nif>ving rows or rings of blad<‘s or vanes were 
attaehed bj tli<^ shaft, proje-eting f>utwardly 
from it, and nearly touehing the ease, while 
hetw(Mai them were rows or rings of fixed or 
guide blades projeeting inwardly from th(^ c*aso 
and nearly touehing the shaft. Thus a series of 
turbira^ elcanents or wIkm^Is was eor)st itutc^l, 
each c*ompk‘te in itself and each <*omprising oik? 
row of fixed bladrvs and one row of moving 
))iad(‘s. 'rim steam, after doing its work on one 
wh<M‘l or ideiiHMit, |jasst‘d on to the iu*,xt, pr(‘- 
K(^rving its longitudinal v<^lo(aty without- shoek, 
an<i gradually falling in pressure and ex]>anding 
as it pa.ss(‘<l t hroiigh t he different rows of ))lades. 
haieh su<*<M*ssive row of blad(\s was made rathca* 
larg<'r than t Ik^ oik? before in (U’<ler to aec*oin- 
inodate the inen?asiiig bulk of tin* exj)anding 
st('am. 

In Sir r’harles Varscin*^" o\n n words the steam 
in ii turbine pusses through a fon'st of fixed 
a-nd mo\ ing bhides, just water flows from a 
lak(' of higher h?v<‘l (the boiler) tlirough a st‘ri<?s 
of rapids and interv(Miing pools to a lake of 


fixed 

Blades 



IIXKD AND MOVINC; BLADES OF A 
TURBINE. 

The arrows show the course of the steiim. 


lower h'\ el (the <*<'ndenser). In its flow’ it 
ri'peatedly gathers a litth' vehuMty from the 
small falls of pressuri*. whieh is as soon ehe<*ked 
an<l its energy tmnsf<*rred to the blades, over 
an<l over again. 50 to 100 times or still oftiuu'r. 
Tlte result of splitting up the fall in pressure of 
the steam into small fractional expansions 
over a largo number of turbine elements in 


series is that the velocity of tht' stean. 
now’hert? great, and thus a relatively modei 
speed of rotation of the turbine sufTices for i ? . 
highest economy. In considering how ’ ; 
power is (iev(?loped it must be r<‘rnomb< i. j 

Fixed Cylinder 



J 


Rotor 

ARRANGEMENT OF TURBINE BLADES. 


that the steam flows through the turbine with 
a force ten time's that e)f t h(' sf rong(\st luirriennr, 
and although the force acting on e*a.ch ])Iadr is 
small, perhaps only a few ounces or in the 
largest blades a f(?w [)ounds, the summation 
of tlK?s(‘ little forct's mounts up to an aggregate 
(»f many thousands of horse-powia* in laree 
machines. In t hi' engines of the Maund aniu. 
ami Lusitania, of mNirly 80,f^h() hors(?-[)owH‘r, 
theiM' wt'H' SOUK? S80,(K)t) blades, xarying in 
length fiH>m 2:1 -- inclK's, and large as 

thest* installations wen' they w(‘re merely 
the ]»re-runuers of others of still greuir 
pow'cr. 

'the Larsons turbim*, like the primiti\t* 
machine of Hero, was of the reaction type, 
as opposed to the impulse type. 'riit* latti?- 
typt' in its most el(‘mentar>’ form max’ I'c 
reganh'd as a wheel provided with xnines which 
are blown round b\’ tin' st('iim impinging upon 
tlu'iu. In ri'Mction turbines th(‘ st(*am, hnixinj 
a row of tix(*d blatles at a high xndocifx'. 1“^ 
guided so as to strike the adjoining roxv ot 
moving blades in a st'ries of jets, t*ausing them 
to rotate. Tdien traxersing their curx’cd inner 
surfaces it h*a\'es them as it xxen* xvith a kick, 
xvhitdi further assists in their rotation, and 
strikes tht' next roxv of fixtMl blH.<les, from xvhi<‘h 
it is again t hn)xvn off upon the succeedin': 
roxx’ of moxdng blades, ddiis process is con 
tinned through many stagt's of fixed and 
moving blatles until tlie energy of the steam 
is exhausted; imloed, t^ne of the great merits 
of thi' turbine is that it is able to utilize th«' 
energy of the steam xvhen expanded to th» 
very attenuated vapour densities produced bx 
the best condensers. The reciprocating engim 
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HOISTING WATER.TUBE BOILERS ON BOARD. 


■I tako a<lvantage of only about two-thirds caiinot b«» nindo of stcoin (txpaiidcd to a 

t ho \vholo range of expansion and cannot doal pressure of less than 7 U). al>solute (ul>out half 

‘ very low densities of steam, one reason an atmosphere). 1 he tiirbiru!, on tlu; otln‘r 

•ug, among others, that the low-pressure hand, can use steatn at a pressure f)f only J or 

hudors would have to be of such enormous J |b. absolute, equivalent to a vacuum of 28i or 

'• as to bo impracticable. Hence in it use 29 inches in the conflenser. With turbine 
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machinery, iheroforci, goful conderi'iiig arrarigo- 
nionts booorno iinporativo, for sake of 

oeorioiny iii steam C'onsiimption. Sir (’har^t's 
Parsons reeognized this fact from tlie first, and 
iiis j(^f vaemim aiigToenter was an important 
c'-ontribution tf) tla* practic’al solution tlie 
f>roi)l(Mii. 


and moving discs, and so on through the win .!., 
serit's to the (?xhaust, the action being t j .. 
.same as in the jmrallel flow type. 

The (piestion of the application of the tnrbiij,. 
to marine propulsion was taken up in Isoj 
when a small coTiipany, the ^larine Stf ; 
'Purbiiv* f^om|)eny, of which Sir Charles Par>i hs 



THE ORIGINAL PARSONS TURBINE, EXHIBITED AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM, 

SOUTH KENSINGTON. 


Eor the first five yiMirs after the manufacture 
of I’arsons turbines was begun they were all 
constructed on the parallel floNV priricrpU*. 
>vhi<di from the fir.'-t he had considered the 
most suitable for his ])urj)ose and on which he 
therefore conct'iit rated his attention. But in 
cons(HpH»nc(i of a partnership dispute he lost 
his rights *ivcr the patents that covered it 
and was dt>barred from continuing to work on 
it. Jn these circum.stances he rehictantly 
turned his attention to another type of turbine, 
that with raxlial flow*. In this there were a 
series of fixed discs, w'ith interlocking fiange'< 
at the periphery, forming when placed together 
co-axially a cylindrical case with inwardly 
proj(*cting annular iliscs. On the shaft were 
keyed a similar series of discs, the faces of the 
fixed and moving discs lying a short dtstanci* 
apart. From the factis of the fixed ilisc.s 
projected rows of guitie blades which nearly 
touched the moving discs, and in the same 
way from the moving discs j^rojected rows 
of blades wliieh nearly touched the fixed 
dises When steam was a<hnitted to the 
casing^it passed outw ards through the rows of 
fixed and moving blades between the first 
tixeil and moving tiises, then inwards tow'ards 
the shaft at the back of the first moving disc 
and outw arils again between the second fixed 


was managing director, was formed with tin* 
object of carrying out <*x!ia.nsti\'C tests. 'I'lic 
prospectus summarized the advantages to he 
obtained from the new system in connexion 
with the propulsion of ships as being increased 
speed, ineri'asiMl earrying |>ower of vessel, 
increased economy in steam consumption, 
reduced initial cost, reduced size an<l weight 
of mac'hinery, reduced cost i»f att<‘ndancc on 
machinery, diminished cost of upkeei) of 
machinery, and largely reduced vibrati(»n. 
The construction of successful laml turbines 
hail involved mucdi more than what may he 
ealled the steam part of the problem. Kor 
example, special bearings had to be «le.signe<i 
to suit the high speeds of rotation (the fir^^l 
.small Parsons turbine made 18,000 revolutions 
a minute), the mode of lubrication had to he 
considered, methods of the fixing the bladi - 
in position liad to be wiakecl out, anil attention 
given to governing and numerous mechanical 
details. Hut wdien it came to marine pr*'- 
pulsiou it \va.s recognized that other fiiiidn 
mimtal problems were involved, the rno^t 
important being the adaptation of the sc^e^ 
proj>eller to the high speed at which the turbin 
hail to revolve if it was to w’ork with reasonahl- 
eflieioucy and economy 

Various model experiments wdth propell r- 
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I; ,l already bt‘en made by Sir Charles Parsons 
in 1894, the Marine Steam Turbine 
I ..m].)any erected works at Wallsend-on-Tyno 
m m I began to construct the Tiirbinia. The 
V, wsi'l was 100 ft. long an<l 9 ft. in beam, and 
;,t ii tlraught of 3 ft. she had a displacement of 
. liout 44 tons. The boiler fitted was of the 
xN ;'ter-tube type, with straight tubes J-in. in 
internal diameter, and tiie heating surface was 
1,100 s<piare feet, with 42 square feet of grate 
iuea. The turbine drove a single shaft, and 
liiid to be of the radial flow type, as when it 
UM.S designed Sir Charles Parsons had not 
rccnvered his jjatent rights over the parallel 
lluNV principle. The preliminary trial of tlu‘ 
vessel was run on Novc*ml)er 14, 1894, but in 
spite of numerous variations in tlie propelh'rs — 
tirst with a single screw, and latt'r with multiple 
screws — the results were disajipointing. because 
till' speed obtained, lOj knots, was not nearly 
so gn'at r..s it should have been considering th<' 
]iors(‘ [lower develojied by tlu^ engine, which 
was «,s<*ertained to be 900 at 2,400 r<*volutioiis. 
It may he mentiont'd that to maki* this measure- 
iiu'nt special apparatus had to bt‘ devised. In 
a reciprocating engine the power can be eal- 
<Milated from tlie diagram drawn by an instru- 
ment known as an indicator, which shows tin' 
|)ressure within the cylinde^r at all [loints of tin* 
>lroke of the piston; but tliis arrang(*meiit is 
not applicable in the ease of the turbine. Sir 
( I unit's Parsons tlierefore inserted a sfiring 
(‘ou|)ling between the turbiin^ and the propelli*r 
>'haft, and from t ht^ eomprt'ssion of tin* springs, 
<»r the extent to which tin* t'ngine shaft was 
‘wisted in relation to the pro]K*ller shaft, cal- 
tnhited the power that was devehijied. Sub- 
setpiently various torsion meters, (*iiibodying 
mueli the same principle, wtTe devised. When 
a siiaft is rotated it is twisted to an extent 
that depc'nds on the quality of the steil and 
th^^ loml that it carries. Therefore if the 
amount of twisting that is caused by a certain 
l'*ad on a given shaft is known, and the exfc'iil 
to which the shaft is actually twisted when in 
is measured, as it can be by a torsion meter, 
pow€*r tliat the engine must be devtiloping 
to produce that tw’ist can bo calculated. The 
-olt is usually expressed in the case of tur- 
I ' lu's as shaft horse power. 

rhe trouble with the Turbinia in her first 
t'*nn was traced to a phenomenon known as 
^ avitation, which had been noticed in 1893 by 
^ ^ John Thornycroft and Mr. Sydney Bamaby 
glaring the trials of the Daring, a 27-knot 


torpedo destroyer. It is caused by toc^ much 
work being a^iked of the screw ; the blades 
tear through the water, producing cavities 
which contain no air but only vapour of water, 
and into which the water cannot flow’ quickly 
enough to till them uj), the result being that 
the p<nver of the caigme is wasted in forming 
and maintaining tliosi* cavities, insteml of use- 
fully em[)loyed in ilriving the shiji forward. 
It w^as tlu'i't'fore rt'stJve<l to divide the j^ow’er 
in the Turbinia between thrc'c* sliafts instead 
of concc'ntrat ing it tm one and to build newv 
turbines, this timci on tin* ])arallel flow prin- 
i*i[)le, the rights over which liad be(*n n*covi‘red. 
Three se])arate turbines wt*re provided, each 
driving its own propellt'r shaft, ami w’t»re con- 
nected in sc'ries, so that the exi)aiisioii of the 
steam was divided hetwet'ii the three instt'ad 
i>f being completed in one. The first portion 
of the ex[)a.nsion was «'1Teeteil in the high- 
pressure turbine placed on the starboard side, 
the second portion m tlie intermediate turbine 
on th(* port side, and the final [lortion in the 
low-pressure turbine in tht5 C'cntro. As tur- 
bine's e*an run in only <>ne diroefion, and cannot 
be rt*v<‘rs('d like rcH*ipr<)«*at ing engines, another 



THK “TURBINIA,” THE FIRST TURBINE- 
DRIVEN STEAMBOAT, 1896. 


turbine for going astc 'rn was plae^e'd forward 
of the low-[)n'SMur(* turbine on the central pro- 
pel k*r shaft. ICach shaft carried three s(!rew.s 
of improved dc^sign. 

The result of these changes was that the 
vessel attained a speed of 32? knots on thci 
measured mile, and from tests made by Sir 
J. A. Ewing in 189(5 it appeared that the 
maximum speed was obtained when the outer 
or wing propeller shafts were running at 2,230 
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revolutions a minute, and tlie middle slnvft at 
2,000. At the Naval Review she was pressed 
to steam 34 J knots, representing about 2.300 
liorse*po\ver. She tlius developed 100 horse 
power tor ('very ton of her inaehiiu'ry, which, 
including turiuiu's, boilers, shafting, etc., 
wt'ighed 22 tons, the turbines alone weighing 
only 3 tc^ns 13 cwt. At 31 knots slio consumed 
14 A lb. of steam per horse-power, equivalent 
with a good marine boiler to less than 2 lb. of 
coal per horse -power, a result better than wa.s 


obtained in a torpedo-boat or torpedo-boat 
destroyer with ordinary triple expan>ioTi 
engines. Her reversing turbine gave hov a 
speed astern of knots, and she cc^uld 
brought to rest from 30 knots in 36 seconti'- 
and from rest up to 30 Itnots in 40 seconds 
After the success of the Tiirbinia the Parsou^ 
^larine Steam Turbine Company, an enlari:'" 
meat of the syndicate w’hich had built that sli.: • 
received an order from the Admiralty f^»^* ^ 
turbine-driven torpedo-boat destroyer, ^ 


PARSONS TURBINES. OUTER FIXED CASE AND INNER REVOLVING DRUM OK KOTOR. 
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\ iiw*r, of the same dimf^risions (210 ft. lon^ 

I ft. beam) as the usual :i0-knot vessels of that 
, lass. She had four shafts, oaeh with two 
rrews. * Eaeh of the outer s halts had one Iiiph- 
j ;t\ssure^ turbine, the steam from whieh was 
r iken to two low-pressure turbines, one on tMteh 
of the inner shafts, the foiK' turbines beiii^ of 
equal power. On eaeh of the two inner 
-hafts there was also an astern turbine? in a 
-.‘paratt* easiner forward of the low-])ressure 
ltirl>ines ; these astern turbines ran in a vacuum 
u hen not in r*se, W’ith her full trial weiehts on 
l)(»ard, when her displacement was .‘170 tons, 
the V'iper showofl a mean speed of knots 

on an hour's full power triab her fast(‘st run on 
tlie measured mile beinjjc 37113 knots, nearly 
43 miles an lioiir. This latt(*r speed meant a 
liorse-power of about 12,300, or about <h»uble 
that obtained from triple expansion reeipro- 
< jiting engin(‘s in 30-knot destioyers c»f similar 
dimensions but only 310 tons displact-ment. 
'Phe Viper ran ashore? and was wreckc'd near the 
<‘hannel Tslamls in August 1001, and six weeks 
later the (!kjbra, another somewhat larger tor- 
pedo-bftat destroyer, whieh liad been fitted with 
t iirbine engin(‘s.. was lost in a storm in the Xort h 
Sea. 

Another destroyer, the V’elox, launched in the 
following year, was of the same <limensions ais 
(Ik? Viper and was fitted with th(? same arraiim*- 
inent of turbiiu's. In addition, however, she 
was ])rovided with two triple expansion reci- 
procating engines of 1,70 taase-power each, 
which could be coupled to licr two inn<*r shafts, 
'PIk* intention in fitting these was to incrt?aso 
i‘c»»nomy at low cruising soecils, when the 
eflicieiicy of th(‘ turbines fell off, and they \\c*re 
used at speeds up to 12 or 13 knots, the steam 
from them }>ein[j passer! intrj the main turbincj.s. 
.\( higher speeds they were disconnected. In 
the destroyer Eden, laiinclied in 190,3. (wo 
<*riiisiiig turbin(?s, one high-pr«‘ssure and tin* 
other low-pressure, were fitted in jilace ot su<?h 
‘‘ngines, with the same object. 

An extension of the use of turbines to larg(?r 
r-hif>s was made in 1902. when it was rlecided to 
ht them in the Amethy.st, r>ne of four 3,00(*-ton 
'•ruisers then builtling. Here there were- only 
three screw shafts. The central one was driven 
fi.v a high-prossnre turbine, and eaeh of the 
ide ones carried a cruising turbine forward and 
a low-pressure one aft, one of the cruising tur- 

* I’ho practice of fitting more than one ‘-crew on vach 
propeller shaft was afterwards abandoned. 


bines being high-pressure and the other low- 
]>ressuri». Comparison l>»?t\veon the perform- 
ance of the Amethyst and her three sister boats 
having triple expansion reciprocal ing engines 
was very definitely in favour of the turbine 
nuudiinery. While the limit of tlie other ships, 
with the same boiler power, was about 22 3 
knots, the Amethyst easily stea.mod at 23*0 
knots, and that with a coal consumption about 
10 per cent, h'ss At low sperds; «)t about 10 
knots, she was. however, less economical, hut 
at about 14 knots she came to an ('cpiality with 
the other \ess«‘ls. 'Pin? acdual weight of the 
machinery wiw the same in all of them to within 
a tew tons, but the turbines of the Ametnysi- 



H.M.S. “VIPER,” AN EARLY TURBINE 
TORPEDO BOAT DESTROYER. 


were substantially lighter in relation to their 
power, for at tlie speed (if 23*9 kimts it was 
(calculated tlu^v gave 29 horse-p(iW(?r per ton. 
wh(*reas (Ik? r(‘eipr(icating engines of tlio 
'r(i|)aze. one of th(? sister slups, gave (->nly 18*3 
hors('- power per ton. 

The final triumjih of the tudiino came wIkmi 
the committee nf>poiiiti?d by (In' Adiniialty in 
1905 ree<)mm(*nd(*cl its adoption in the Dread- 
nought, and tluiiieeforward it Ix^eame th(? stan- 
dard method of propulsion for the st(*am v<;ssrls 
(jf the llritish Navy. 3'hc' nnisons ofiieially 
assigned for this decision W(?ro saving in weiglit 
and reduction in number of working fiarts; 
reduced liability to breakdown ; smoothness of 
working : ease ot manipulaticn ; saving in coal 
c(jnsuinpti(in at high powm*. and theretoro in 
boilcr-ro(7m space ; saving in engine-room com- 
plement ; and increase(i protection troiii damage 
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by shot an<l sholl owing to the engines being 
lower in the ship. 'J'hat tiie i urhine system wns 
not without ilisaclvantages was reeognizetl, but 
it was felt that the advantages iniieh more than 
counterhalaneed them. Kroin tJie i^oint of view 
of s€ia-goiiig .s[jeed then^ was no ditliculty in 
deciding in its favour, and the cdiief question 
about which doubt arose was in connexion witii 
tile jirovision of sutlicient stopping and turning 
power for j)ur[iosos of <|uick and easy manmuv- 
ring. It was considertid, liowever, that all the 
nsjuiremeiits promised to be* fully met by the 
adofition of suitable machinery. 

For the large ships thefour-sliaft arrangement 
was adopttMj, the outer or wing shafts being 
» I riven by high*)>ressure turbines and llie inner 
ones by low-pressure turbines. For the sake of 
inanoinvring pow'cr astern turbines were pro- 
vidi^d on all four shafts. As Sir Ifonry Oram 
roeortled, jm?vious experience indicated that 
turbines w^>uld yield the sanu^ power as recifiro- 
cating engines with the use of 15 per c<*nt. h^ss 
steam, and accordingly in the Dreadnought a 
reduction of about 15 p<5r cent, was made in the. 
usual boiler proportions. This action was 
justified by the trial results, for whereas in 


rccij^rocating engines 16 lb. per indicated hor.sr. 
pow'er w^ould bo a fair average, her steam con 
sumption for turbines only at full speed w.n, 
found to be 13*48 lb. per shaft horse-power, 
initial stc^am xiressure at the turbines hoi]) , 
164 lb. per square inch by gauge. In three suJ, 
sequent ships, according to Sir Henry Oram 
the liguro was reduced to just over 13 Ib. .• 
shaft horse-power, the steam pressure hemu 
147 lb. ])er square inch. In the battle cruiser^ 
of the Indomitable class, in which the turhiu^-^ 
of 41,000 shaft horse-power wore much great »‘r 
in size and rov^olvod more slowly than thost? of 
the Dreadnought, the boilers were made about 
4 per cent, smaller [)roportionatoly than in the 
latter sliij). The economy, however, surpassed 
antieipations, the stoaju consumption of tlx* 
turbines at full power being only 12 03 lb. per 
shaft horse-[)ow’er, with an a\'erago sb^ain 
pressure of 123 Ih. hy gauge at the high-pn's 
sure steam turbine ; and wdthoiit going iutn 
further details it may be said that, still better 
results w*ere obtained lat(*r. It wdll be notiee<l 
how tlio adoption of the tiirbiiu^ brought with it 
the advantage of permitting the Ix^iler prossurt's 
to he greatly reduced from those of 250 (»r 
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) lb. per .square inch which had been reached 
ill 1895 in the effort to make the most of the 
t,ij)le exjmnsion reciprocating engine. 

riie economy in steam consumption, which 
assisted by the “closed exhaust” system 
wluTcby the energy remaining in the exhaust 
sit am from various auxiliary engines of tlie 
single-cylinder typo was turned to useful 
( ount in the main turbines, was naturally 
iK i oinpanied by a decrease in coal consumption, 
which in the three Indomitable cruisers was 
rt'duced at full power to an average of just 
iiinlcr 1 1 lb. per shaft horse-power per hour, 
riiis meant an increase in the radius of action 
for a given quantity of fuel, or alternatively a 
r(*<hi(?tion in the quantity that had to bo carried 
for a given radius of action. There was also a 
ticiTcase in the weight of the propelling 
machinery in relation to power, and as time 
went on it was reduced, including all necessary 
auxiliaries, from about 140 lb. to about 100 lb. 
per shaft horse-power in battleships. In small 
fast ships like torpedo-boat destroyers, in which 
the machinery is of lighter conslruciion than in 
large ships, striking reductions in weight were 
also atdiievod. Fn a d<'stroyer with triple 
expansion reciprocating engines the weight of 
tin' machinery, including the water in the 
boilers and spare gear, was 58 lb. to 62 lb. per 
h<)rse-povvx»r. 'Fho substitution of turbine 
i'ligines, still with coal-fired boilers, knocked off 
H or 10 lb., but with oil-fired boilers it came 
down to .‘i:i lb., and the use of steam with a 
iiiodt'rate dt*gr(M‘ of superheat reduccMl it' to 
•10 Ih. A c'omparison of these results with tin* 
Wi ight of 1,540 lb., which, as already recorded, 
\Aas required for the development of one liorse- 
])owfr in a naval ship of 18.12, sliows the 
enormous imj)roveinents that were realized by 
the engineering branch of the Navy in the 
ciMirse of about 80 years. 

In order to promote the economy of .steam 
»And fuel at lower speeds an important matter 
>'‘ eing that warships spend much of their time 
m cruising at speeds which do not require the 
of the full power of their engines — a cruising 
turhinc was fitted on each of the inner shafts 
the Dreadnought, but subsequently this 
ranger nent fell into disfavour, the view 
‘Adopted being that the increased economy 
cured by the cruising turbines was not weyth 
extra complication, cost and liab lity to 
injury entailed by their use. The alternative 
measures that were adopted for the purpose, 
^uch as the addition of a cruising element in the 


shape of an extra stage of shorter blades at the 
initial end of the main high pressure turbines, 
with by -passing arrangements, or the fitting of 
a velocity eoinpounded impulse turbine wheel 
for the initial stages, cannot be ilealt with here. 



<'•■ J>V. 

TUB HON. SIR C. A. PARSONS, K.C.B. 

Inventor of the Parsons 'Furbine. 

and for information about them, f^o tar as it 
eaii be published, n-hTcnce may be iiumIc* to Mr. 
Alexandi'i* Richardson's bot)k on the K volution 
of the Parsons Steam Turbine and to tlu* 
eba])ters on marine (*ngincering contributed 
yaiiT by year to tlie Sarnl Annn(t( by thc! sami* 
writ<‘r. Somi'tbing, howevtT, may be said 
about what Sir ('harh's Parsons t)nce called tbes 
“ inherent and permanent idiosyneraedes ” ol 
the steam tur})ino and the H<rrc‘w jirojadhu*, 
since the subject leads up to the epu'stion of 
different forms of gearing in eonnexion with 
turbines. 

Jn general terms it maybe said thn.t the screw 
propeller is es.sentially a slow-speed device. The 
steam turbine, on thi^ contrary, is cHsentia-lly a 
liigli-spef'd one. High-pressure steam c'x panel- 
ing into a vaeuuiii moves at an enormous 
velocity, and it is shown by theory, and con- 
firmed by experience, that in tlie turbine, in 
order to obtain as much power as possible from 
a given amount of steam, the velocity of the 
movinglblades relatively to the fixed or guide 
blades should be about half the velocity of the 
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steam. In a tiirVn'ne of large diameter and 
large pow(*r tlu; fulfilment of this condition is 
compatible with a nuisonahly low speed of 
revolution, because^ the jaTipheral velocity of 
the moving blad(‘s is high owing to their r«idial 
length from the shaft ; but witJi sjuall machines 
of small diainet('r the n‘(|uired blade velocity 
run be got only by increasing the rate of revolu- 
tion of tlie shaft, and if the shaft is coupled 



MECHANICAL GEARING OF THE 
“VESPASIAN/' 


direct to the propeller, in th<» usual way, the 
propc'ller revolves at exec'ssivt' speed for effi- 
ciency. 'Phis vv.is tlu^ ditliculty found in the 
application of the turbine to vessels requiring 
speeds not exceeding 10 or 17 knots, but 
evidently it would be solved if the speed of the 
propeII(*r could be reduced in relation to that 
of the turbine, so that both could bo designed 
to run at speeds that would ensure good per- 
formance for both. This can be effected by 
gearing, of which three types are possible — 
mechanical, hydraulic, and electrical. 

Mechanical gearing, it will be remembtTcd, 
was introduced in the early days of the screw 
propeller in order to get a faster rate of revolu- 
tion than was attainable with the existing slow- 
running engines intended for piuidlo wlieels. 
When Sir William White was ('hief Con|||ructor, 
he considered the possibility of applying it for 


the opposite purpose, of reducing the revohit i 
of the screws in connexion with high-sp. \ 
reciprocating engines, and at his suggest u 
Dr. A. C. Kirk worked out a design for us(' in 
cruiser, though it was not put into practice ,,, 
account of the defects of gearing as then iitti.l. 
In the liglit of subsequent improvement .s Sii 
Charles Parsons, however, made some exp. n 
merits about 189(1, and in the following year a 
22 ft. launch, fitted with a lO-horse-puwcr 
turbine running at 20,0(K) revolutions a minut.*, 
was built by the I'arsons Company, and pro- 
vided with helical spur gearing, by which the 
two screw shafts were driven at 1,409 r(w'olii- 
tions, a reduction of about 14 to I. Thr speed 
was aliout 9 miles an hour. Dr. de l^aval luul 
also introduced htdical gearing for ri'ducing tli»‘ 
very liigh speeds attained by his im})uls(‘ 
t urbine. 

So. lie twelve years latc'i* Sir Charles Parsons 
renewe^d his experiments with helical gt‘aring 
on a much larger scale. A cargo steamer, 
thc^ V(»spa ian, of 4,:i.^)0 tons displacement, was 
purchased, and after shi^ had been thoroughly 
overhauled, h(‘r existing machinery, a set of 
triple expansion engines of about 900 horse- 
p:.)wt‘r, w'as tested for (uial and wat<*r (ionsump- 
tion ill order to obtain data for comparison. 
'Fhey were then taken out and replaced by 
gearc'd turbines, the original propeller, shafting, 
and boilers being retained. There was a high- 
pressure turbine on the starboard sid<‘, and a 
low'-pressure one on tln^ ])ort side, their shafts 
Civil carrying jiinions which geari'd into a 
wdieel mounted cm the propeller shaft. 'Flu* 
revolutions of the turbines, 1,400 a mimiti\ 
were thus reduced to 70 in the propeller shaft. 
At this rate of revolution, wdiich represent rd 
the full power of the ship with the old recijiro- 
cating engines, it was found that the turbim s 
gave an economy of 15 per cent., increased by 
subst»quent minor alterations to 22 per cent. 
After the ves.sed had been employed for about 
a year in carrying coal from the Tyne to 
Rotterdam, and had travelled about 20 ,tMHi 
miles, the gear, which was entirely enclosed in 
a casing and continually sprayed with oil by a 
pump, was removed for examination, and th- 
wear on the teeth of the pinion, which was < i 
nickel steel, was a.scertained to be less th'»'. 
twf-thousandths of an inch. The loss 
transmission through the gear was not actual 
measured, but on the basis of previous tc-i ^ 
with experimental gears it w^as believt'd to 1 ' 
not more than 1 J per cent. 
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Aftc^r this successful demonstmtion, stated that 15 vessels, including ocean-going 

mechanical gearing was applied to two cross- passenger st(?ainships, cargo vessels, and de- 

i haiinol turbine ships belonging to the London stroyers, had been, or were being built, with 

iind South-Western Railway, the Nonnannia geared turbines on the Parsons system and an 

aiul Hantonia, which were put into st'rvice in aggregates exct'cding 100,000 horsi*-power. 

1012. They were twin-screw v’essels, and tlio also pointed out that everyone familiar with 

power for each screw' was derived from one warship design must realize the exceptional 

high-pressure and one low-pressure turbine. import anctMiecessarily attaching to c'conoinies of 

'The screw's were designed to give a speed of weight, space, and I'onsumption of steam and 

lOl knots at 315 revolutions a minute, and the fuel made possible by the use of smaller quick- 

ivduction gearing w'as so calculated that at tl.i^ running turbines of high efliciency which trans- 



SUGGESTED ARRANGEMENT OF TURBINES FOR A BATTLESHIP. 


rate of revolution of the screw shafts the high- 
pressLU’e turbines made 2.014 revolutions a 
minute and the low-pressure ones 1,392. On 
the six hoiurs full-speed trials both ships slightly 
exceeded the designed speed with the turbines 
developing about 5,000 shaft hbrse-p<iwer. 
The coal -consumption w^as about 1*34 lb. per 
shaft horse-power per hour, and on six months’ 
service at a speed of 18 knots they consunuxl 
nearly 43 tons a double ^rip, whereas another 
slightly larger vessel with direct ciuy>led 
turbines, running on the same service at the 
same speed, used 72 tons per double trip. 

In the same year as that in which these 
vessels were put into service, Sir William White 


mit tlu'ir power throiigli reducing gear to the 
screw's. 'Fhis observ'ation w'as confirmed by 
the statem«‘iit madt^ in the Naval Annual for 
1914 that by g(*aring the weight of the turbines 
was being r(*duced to an amount which morc^ 
than counterbalancf'd the weight of the gearing, 
and that there w'as a saving of space in the 
arrangement of th<^ machinery. It was also 
mentioned in the Annual that geared turbines 
were working with a consumption of about 
11 lb. of saturated steam [)er shaft horse-power 
per hour, that mechanical gc^aring was then 
fitted for the transmission of 15,000 shaft 
horse-power on one shaft, and that ratios of 
reduction as high as 26*2 of the turbine shaft 
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to I of propollcr sliaft won* boiiijij used, 
ratios of 4 or 0 to 1 l)ein^ eniployod in high- 
Hpood tor[)od()hoat dostr^iyers and light 
armourod cniisors. 

As an (‘XMinplo of a possible nietiiod of 
iijiplying and woiking g(‘aring in a lariro ship, 
r(‘fon*no(' may bo ma<le to a design proposed 
before the Institution of Naval Arehiteets 
by Sir (’liarbs Parsons in 11)13 for a four- 
serew battl<‘sbi|) vol jibout 00,000 shaft horse- 
power. J‘]aeh screw was to Im* driven by 
a s<*parate ntul indi^)en(l(‘nt set of turbines. 
'I’o tak(^ the outer or wing shafts first, th(*ro 
WHS to be on (Mch one high-iiressure and one 
interme.liate-pr(*ssur(? turbine forward of the 
gearing, and aft of it two low'-pr(\ssure turbines^ 
each incorjiorating an astern turbine in the 
same easing, l^aich of tlu^ ahead turbines was 
to drive a separate* pinion, the* four pinions of 
(Nieh set engaging with on<i wheel mounted on 
the ser(‘w shaft. A clutch w’as [irovidcal in tlu* 
h'sign, (‘nabling the engines to be disconn(‘cted 
from the screw sliafts wluui desired. On the 
two inner sercu’^ shafts there wt're similar 
installations of turbines, but w itli t wo addition*-*, 
ddie tirst of these eonsist(Ml of two high-prtfssure 
cruising turbines plactul b(‘t ween tlie main Jiigh- 
pressuro and intermediate turbines and driving 
din^et on tlie senwv shafts, from which they 
could li(' detached by a clutch. The second 
addition was two eom[)leto sets of cruising 
turbiiu’s (each (;oin[)rising a high-pressure and 


a low-pressure cruising turbine, the latt* 
combined with an astern turbine) placed jiit 
of the main engines and driving tlie two inne, 
screw* shafts tlu'ough gearing. A clutch (‘iiabl, < i 
these cruising installations also to be disc»)i, 
nected at will. object of these arranp 

inents was to secure practically the same coi, 
sumption of steam i^er shaft horse.p(jx\,., 
tliroughout the whole range of speed. At lou 
speeds the two forward cruising turbines would 
be used, and at intcu'mediate speeds the <ifi 
cruising installations, the main engines bein,.. 
cut out by means of the clutehes. TIk^ efui- 
sumption of oil fuel at full power was expected 
to be about 0*7 lb. p<T shaft liorsi^-power ];( !• 
hour. 

lu tb<^ I’nited States a considerabU; amount 
of attention was given to ineehanieal geariin/ 
tor marine and otla'r purfioses by Admiral 
Cl. . Mel\ ill(‘ and ]Mr. ,1. H. Maealpine. d’lu‘ 
distinct iv(‘ f(‘ature of their systiam with which 
Mr. (leorgt* W'estinghouse was also associated, 
lay in mount itig the pinion in a (loating frame. 
Their argmiKMit was that howevc'r [lerh'ctly the 
teeth might be cut, the slightest error of align 
ment ot the pinion, wliieli is long in proportion 
to its dimnet(‘r, would produce gn‘at inecjuality 
of distribution of ])n‘ssure along tlie t<*etli 
The method tlu\y adopted bn* freeing the design 
from this (hdieaey of aligmmmt was to mount 
the [)iuion bi*arings in a very stiff fraim*. 
supporti'd near the middle of its length by the 



THE “ JUPITER, U.S. NAVAL COLLIER; 

The first electrically propelled ship of the American Navy. 
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FOTTINGER HYDRAULIC TRANSFORMER. 


luMlplato }>ut (whero the tooth woro not iriinosh) 
iroo to mo\o about an axis trans\ors(' to the 
ii\o> of the ^oar ami tlio pinion. Thus tho 
position of tla^ pinion*axis at a.ny momont was 
l»jirtly cloloriniutMl by tia* iixtoraotion of tho 
UM‘th. tlio n\sul{ l)oinu: ofxuality of ilistri- 

1m it ion of tooth ])rossuro. It was olaiinod 
tin rofon^ that suoli a Hoa.tintf frame* ^(‘ar woulel 
work satisfactorily witli tlio ])ii)ion sensibly 
out of line, tlius overcoming the (lifliculty of 
ImkI distribution of tooth pressure caused by 
luiniite (UTors of alignment, and that a higher 
average* tooth ])ressure ooulel bo (‘inployod than 
with a rigid gear, r(*duciiig the^ woiglit of tla* 
5i|)|)aratus in relation t<» the^ ]iower transmitte<l. 
It may bo inontietntMl, liowovor, that no noeel 
tor any such arrangement was found witii tho 
I ’arsons elouble lielical gear, provieloel tlie teeth 
we*ro (“lit with absolute accuracy, tej onsuiH* 
wliich special machinery was devised. 

'riu^ floating frame system, wiiich was adopted 
ill a goexl many merchant ships, was fitteul 
»*xp(*rimemtally by the XTnited States naval 
authorities in a nav'al collier, the Neptune, of 
JtkOOO tenis displacement, in order that com- 
[xirativo tt^sts might bo carried out between her 
ioid a sister shiji tho Cyclo]>s, propelled by 
•M-dinary triple expansion reciprocating engines, 
Joid another sister ship, tho Jupiter, having 
'orbinos and electrical transmission gear. 

An example of hydraulic gearing applied to 
‘nariiie propulsion is afford€»d by a (ierman 
•ivontion, the Fottingor transformer. Hero 
' Ito steam turbine is coupled directly to a water 
’’irbine or pump, the hydraulic |ires.«ure 
1 'voloped by which in turn drives a second 
ator turbine or motor mounted on tho yiro- 
• '‘Her shaft Separate water circuits are pro- 
ided for going ahead and going astern, that 


for Ihi* latter purpost* being arranged in su<*h 
a way that the din*ctioi? of the water is rev<‘rs(‘d 
so as to driv e t he propeller shaft in t lie opposite 
direction. It follows that in whiidievi'i' wa\' 
tile scrt‘ws are being turni'd the stt*am tui'bim* 
always rotates in the* same din‘(tion an<l no 
astern turbine is r»*((uire<l. 'The system, with 
which it was said an c*tli<*ii‘uey of IM) [a*r ec'ut. 
coulil be guaranteed in largt* installations, was 
fitted in t hi* Kiiningen Luise, a pleasure steamer 
belonging to the Hamburg Amerika. Line. 
Jdas vessel came to Kngland in May I til 4, and 
ran a s(*ries of dcMuonst rat ion trials in the Solent 
for thr* information of Admiralty and other 
i*ngine<*rs. Less than t hrei* months hiter she 
1o<»k her pla.ee in the (h‘rma.u Navy as a> mine 
layer, and thi* sinking of her on August J by 
the Amphion and the Third Destroyer Flotilla 
WHS the first blood of the war a.nd the first 
success in it of tlu* llritish Na-v'y. 

As has just been recorded, electrical gearing 
or transmission was tried experimenta.lly by 
the Ihiited States Navy Department in a 
collier in whicli electrical energy generated by 
a turbine-driven dynamo was used t<) drivt5 
electric motors on the j impeller sliafts. Two 
years’ experience with this vessi*! Ii*d to the 
decision to adopt electrical gearing in tho 
New Mexico, first called the ( ’alifornia. a 
battleship w’ith an estimated ilisplacement of 
tons, wdiich was laid dow'n in Itllo. Here 
two turbines, of J7,fHM) shaft horse pow’(*r, w'ero 
to drive four pro])ellers at I7.“> revolutions a 
minute, giving a speetl of 22 knots. Ka<rh tur- 
bine was to be couplc*d to a bi-polar alternator, 
the current from which was to be taken to four 
electric motors, one on each shaft. These 
inotor.s w'cre to be connected for either 24 or 
36 pole.s. At moderate spet*ds the plan was to 
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use only i>ne of tlio gonf*ratnrs, and tinder this 
c'ondition a sjx'fd of 15 knots vv^is i^xpeet<‘d 
with the .*Jh pole eonn<*xion and 18| knots with 
the 24-pole. With either eonnexhtn ehanges of 
.speed wen* to h»* efteeted hy ehang<‘S in thc‘ 
turbine speed. The weight of tlie propelling 
niaehinery, apart from boilers and condensing 
auxiliaries, was estimated at 5.‘lt) tons, and tbc‘ 
< ierieral Kleetrie (’ompany, wJio were*! respon- 
sible for it, guaranteed tliat tlu steam eon- 
sumption i>er shaft horse power should not 
ex<M*ed 1 rt) lb. at full speed and pttwer, 11 ‘I lb. 
at U) knots, 11*4 11>. at 15 knots, and 14M> lb. 
at 10 knots. 

Mut a still bolder st<*p was taken wlien it was 
decided tf) adopt el(s*tri(^ driv<^ on the sanu» 
principle for the n<*w Amc^rican cruisers of tlie 
1010 programme, with a l(‘ngth over all of 
S74*ft., a. beam of 01 f(., a. draught of ov'c»r 
00 ft., and a displacianent of 04,800 tons, 
'rurbines of I S0,000-20(t(t00 shaft horse power 
w<Te t<) drive f«>ur sen'w shafts through eU'etric* 
niotois, and t la' sp<‘e<l ('xpt‘<*ted was \ ariously 
stat<‘<l at from 02 to 05 knots. Apparently 
spac.e could not be found on tla‘ engine dec*k 
for tla‘ bug<‘ rangi' <»f boilers recpiired to supply 
stiMMii for machinery of such eiairmous power, 
aial it \Na.s accordingly arra.ng<*d to pln.ct‘ a 
nunila r of tla in on a higher d(‘ck. 


Before leaving the subject of electrical ge. r. 
ing, mention may be made of an interest u ^ 
Swc'dish system, the Ljiingstrdin, which, accor; 
ing to the Annual Report of Lloyd’s Regi.>t, i 
for 1915-16, was being applied in two inercanin 
ves.sels undc'i* construction in (Ireat Britain, «m,, 
of 1,500 shaft horse-power with a single screw, 
and the other of 5,400 horse power with tw.. 
scTv w's. In t his turbine tlu'rc' were no stationai w 
blade's, but the stt'ain passed across tw'o sets i.f 
blades which revolved at ciiual speed in op[)o.-,it. 
dirf‘ctif)ns, the effect therefore being the saim- 
as if one set of blad<*s were stationai\v while tin- 
other revolved at dnubk^ their velocity. f^iclj 
half of till* turbini* w ’s dire(!tly coupled to its own 
alternator, producing three-phase cmrrent nf a 
fre(|U(‘riey of about 50 a sc'cond at a voltage nf 
about 800. I'he alternators of each .set w(ri’ 
elc'ctrically locked, (*nsuring c*xaclly eipiMl 
speed, and const‘(|U('ntly eijual power, on each 
rotating luilf of the turbiiu*. 4\vo sets of turhn- 
alternators were i^rovided in each vessel, and tin* 
two alternators of eacli set worki*d in parallel. 
Tliey had each only one pair of jxiles, but the 
two motors to wliich they supjilied cuiTC‘nt had 
each five ])airs of poll's and therefore rotal<*cl 
at one-fifth of their speetl. Thesi* motors wcii* 
connecteil to pinions witli hi 1 iced ti'cth which 
gear d in the ordinary \Na\'into a. large gear w heel 



ljungstrOm turbines. 

Upper casini^ removed, exposing the turbine and steam chests and the ends of the rotors. 
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STOKEHOLD OF A COAL-FIRF.D BATTLESHIP. 


lin'd In tlu* sc^rfw sJuift, iincl t cniidiinHtinTi 
‘‘K‘<*tric*n.l and ine(*hiinical (*iia])lnd thn 

riiino running at 3,000 rovolidions a ininuto t<» 
’•n the serew at 70 revnlutinns. Tlu' turbines 
' iiys ran in the* same dir<‘etion, rf’versal of tlie 
. Av being et^eeted electrically by tlie motors, 
.'■jations of speed down to aliout 80 per cent, 
'he maximum were obtained by altering the 
■ply of steam to the turbine, and for lower 
•ds the regulation vwis effected by interposing 
-stances in the circuit. 

h»ritain possesses enormous reserves of coal 


of (pialilit^s suitable for naval purpos<‘s, and the 
Admiralty stc'am coals prodiu cd in tie* Khondda 
Valley of South \Valt‘H are famous all ovct the 
world, ('oal a(rc*ordingly ri'inairu'd the stajile. 
fuel of the British Navy for many y<'ars, and it 
was not until tin* opening of the twentieth c(*n- 
tury that, so far as naval ships wc*re con(;(*rned, 
liquid fuel in the shape of mineral <al began to 
enter intf) serious eompetititm with tlu* solid 
fuel. 

During the coal period, owing to the con- 
stant increase m the size and power of thtJ 
engines and consequently in their demands for 
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stcMun, in<*asur<*s luifl to taken to increase 
tfje amount of coal that <!oiiId he burnt in a 
^iven tim<^ in a furnace*, of given size, so that the 
aekiitional lie*at relt*as(*d might generate more 
steam without undue increase* in ttie ]>oileT 
installations. The* d(*mand fe)r a larger supfily 
<if stt*am could, of course*, have b<*en satisfied, 
without interfering with the furruicf* arrange- 
ments, by providing more tioilers, t)iit this 
coursr* v\as impract ical^h* in warsliips because* 
it would hav^e nsjuired more space than could bo 
spares! f<»r the fiurpose. It th(*reforo became 
necessary to int<‘nsify the combustion by ceasing 
to rely simply on the natural drauglit produced 
by th(‘ funnel and supplementing it< by devices 
that caus(*d th<^ lire to ])urn m»)re lienjcly. 

All early <levicc' of this k*nd consisted of a 
steam jot p!ac(*d at tlio bottom of tlio funnel, 
but though (dfeetive enough it wastt^l too 
muc'h fresh water, which is a ])recii)u.s eom- 
modity in a ship. Jets of c(»mpr(*ssed air, 
instead of stcia.m, \ver<^ also used in the same 
way, buti were not found advantageous. 
Allot lutr plan vvhi<*h was adopted in some of 
the ships of the Nav'y was to put exhaust fans 
in th(^ funnel to suck away the products of 
combustion, and still another was to blow air 
into the ashpits, which liad to Im’- <*losed for 
th(» purpose*. Tn 18H2 the closed stokc'hold 
system of forced ilraught was adopted in the 
(^»n<|ueror. and subsi'cpimt ly came into exten- 
tiv’i^ use in t la* Na\ y. \Vith this the boiler 
rooms were made a.ir-(ight, and a pressure of 
a.ir was maintaiia*d in them by means of fans, 
air-locks bt*ing providi'jl to enable men li» 
(liter <»r h*a.V4* them without' n*leasing tlie 
p-ressun*. In the (\uicpa^r<»r this arrangement 
increa.sed tiu* pow(*r of tla^ boilers by t>8 per 
cent ever that obtained with natural draught, 
with a. uu*an air pressure of 1 inches, and in 
the Sanspareil six y(‘ars later the boilers w’(^r(* 
iiuule to tlevt*Iop 2d indicated horse-pow'(*r for 
each s(piari* foot of urate an*a. with two inches 
pressure of air. Hut it was found that forcing 
tlu* boilers too iiiiu'h in this way gav(^ rise to 
t roubles suc'h as h*aky tubes, and before the 
tank typi» ha«l been abandoned for th«^ water 
tub(* type it was considen*d advisable to limit 
the forced draught to a. ligurt* corresponding 
to about 12 indicated horse-power tier square 
foot of grate, and to iiien'asi* the heating 
surface per imlicatc'd horse- power, which had 
b(*en ri^dueed so low as 1*7 square foot, to not 
l(*ss than 2.\ square feet. 

A<*eoniing to one autliority the weight of 


<*oal that can be burnt per square foot of cr u. 
airea per hour is approximately 16 to 2u ,, 
with natural draught; 25 to 28 lb. m,. > , 
forced draught with ^ inch air ])re>-,. . 

3^3 to 36 lb. with 1 inch air pressure; t() 

45 lb. with 2 inches ; 55 to 60 Ih. with 3 in. h 
and 70 to 80 Ib. with 4 inches. High if 
pressures, however, are not (3conomical, \,,y 
though lh(3 amount of steam geuerat('<l 
increased, it is not increased proporliou.ijh 
to the amount of coal burnt. For example, i,i 
a trial wdth a Habcock and Wih*ox iiiinn,,- 
(waiter-tube) Vioiler, lu'arly 25 lb. of coal wei, 
burned per square foot of grate area per Ik air 
under natural draught and nearly 11 lb. i.t 
water wi^re evaporated per 11). of <*(jal |M r 
hour ; but under 3 inches forced ilraught, 
while tlie iveight of coal consmned per sijimn* 
foot <3f grate area ]icr hour iucreas(‘d to o\cr 
70 lb., the w<*ighl of winter evapora.t<*d f)er !)>. 
of coal f(*ll to SJ lb. 

"rhe Hrst attempt to use oil foi* raisinL' 
steam in a warship was made in Am<*rie;i l)y 
Cidont*! Koote in 1863. lnsid(3 the furnace of a 
gunboat lie fitted a ret(3rt in which the oil 
was gasihed witli the aid of steam, the* 
produced being burnt in the fiiniact*. rin* 
trial trip was sueec'ssful enough, but in practice 
the arrangimient was a failure because it soon 
bi'camo cliokeil with carbmi. Subsc<juciu 
t*xp(^rimeiits with vaporization systems \(en 
ecpuilly iinsiieeessfnl, hut they w'en3 pmhsihly 
responsible for Admirals Fishbiini and Silwyii 
drawing the attcMition of the British Admi ralty 
to oil fuel in the ’s(*\enties. The time, ho\vc\cr, 
was not ripe for the innovation, an<tiv> nica*'nrc 
of success was ol Sained until the plan of huriiinK 
the oil in an atomized, or finely broken up 
condition, was introdneed. 

Tn 1000, when progress in this flire(*tioii Iccl 
h(*eu made, the Admiralty began exptu-iinciii'', 
and the memorandum of the First. Lord 
1001-2 stated that a method of assisting Hio 
combustion of coal by oil fuel wais being t(‘^tc<l 
in the destroyer Surly. While the oxperinc nt? 
were b(»ing carried out that vess(‘l wa^- a 
standing joke at Portsmouth on account ol dio 
defuse smok(* poured out from her funnels. 

This fact illustrates ono of the diflicul’ i'*" 
that wore encountered in utilizing oil fu‘ 
the Navy, for no commander wdshes to u 
liimself conspicuous to an enemy by a tra i 
smoke behind his ships, and the fact < 
Welsli steam coal wdth careful stoking car 
burnt with little or no smoke is one ot 
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itie? from the naval point of view. On on oeoasion, as the Germans found in suiulry 

tl. other hand, the readiness with which oil instances in the war, when they disguised tlieir 

bo made to yield smoko has its advantages precise position from ]>ursuing British ships hy 
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onvclopiiiir th<trns#»K<?s in a tiu'fk veil of 
Hinoke. 

l'erseveniii(*(‘, ho\v<^ver, brought success, 
arc! piif (irciit as rciranfs the use of 

oil in tlie furnaces of warships, s<‘vcral years 
ahead r>f anv oflier Pfiwer ; in fact, almost 
exact ly at ll)r‘ time tliat tlie problem of 
smokt'Icss coiiihustion was solvc^l in this 
c*oiintry, a Hoard of Naval Kn^ineers on 
Jarpiid Fuel in Anu'Hca had to confess that 
they wt're not within sitrlit of reaching tlie 
<lesired en<l. Jn t h(‘ c<airso of the next few 


years many completed ships and others 
were biiihling were adapted for burniu • 
in combination with coal. The i,. 
manonivres of IlHMi afforded a striking in.^i 
of the usefulness of this course, for when 
King Edward class of battleships, under \ 
Admiral Sir Wdlliam May, were chased }. 
superior force of older vessels, under Adi i in 
Sir Arthur Wilson, they were able to race 
from their pursuers merely by turning on tluii , 
sprays. After that time most ships in t he Xa \ 
were fitted with a]iplianccs for burning oil, < ... 



METHOD OF BURNING OIL IN A YARROW BOILER. 
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oil. BUNKERING A1 SEA. 


hf'wrvtMV n'1ain(‘(l asthoinaiii fuol axi c'pt 

ir. tlif ca-'i' nt t<)r|K'(l<) craVt . 'Thc^ first flotilla, 
of (K*(.*a.?i-|;oiitu (lostroycrs wholly < Icik'ikIcmI 
oii oil was (*n'atOj| in aial witli tho C^ia'on 

Kli/a, bel li anil lu*r sister ships of tla^ 1012- 1 .*> 
pnitcraninie eaiiu^ the ‘all-oil" battleship. 

\\*ry iiia,iiy devices luwi' been inv(‘nt(*d for 
atoini/in^ tJie oil, a.ri(l redueiiig it to tin' con- 
dition ol a Hue spray <»r rnist, the minute 
particU's of which com(‘ into <*ontact with 
abumlaiice of air, and so arc tiiorouglily con- 
suiiK'd without the production of smoke. 
'riiriM* agents an* used steam, compressed a.ir, 
and nu'chanical pn'ssun*. Alaiiy burners of the* 
steam type* produce* a long narrow e'oiie of 
flame* wliich gives successful re*sults in <*ase*s 
where* tJie*re is plenty of ceanbustion sj)ae*e* 
available*, but is nejt sei suitable* with the; wide 
but ceimparat ivedy short ctimbustioii spae*e*s 
found witli the* water-tube boile:*rs e inploye’d 
in naval ships. ]More*eiv^er, a neit iiieeinside*rable 
aineiunt of steam must be use»el, abend 4 e»r 5 
p(*r cent, of the total gt*ne*rated, and tliis 
means loss of frf‘sh water whicli ceinneit be 
disr(*garded. ( /e)inpresse*d air iias the*e)retieally 
the advantage that inucii eif the air nee ded- feir 
eombustie^n is supplied witli the atomized oil, 
and the flame is shortened ; but, on the other 
hand, the necessary air-compresse^rs take up 
«pa?e which canneit always Ik? conveniently 
found on a ship. The third jnethod, in which 


I lA tiDUYi i/nj. 

the* eiil is fe>re‘<'el emt unele*r high pre*ssun*, 
pulve*rizing itse‘If in its e*se*a.pe*, has lounel most 
favenir for neival purpose's. 'PIk' oil pumping 
plant reepiire*d is e‘ompae*f, a.nel the* ste'am u-eel 
fe»r elriving it cn.n be re'e'ove'iM'el. 

iSenne* pre'ssure burners impart a, swirling or 
re>tary motieni tei the* inje‘e'.led jet of oil mist, 
whiedi mate*ria.lly e'ontribut e's te» pi*ope*r ceun- 
bust ion. If ii je*t of oil mist is driven iido tliej 
furnace* unmixe*el with air, it e*a.n burn only frenn 
the* e*xt<*rior, ne> a.ir being able* to e-nte*!* 1 Iwi 
flame; and »ts tiie le*ngth of the flame is 
gove*rne*el by the distance* It must travi'l in 
e)i*de*r te) eibtain seiflieae'nt eixygen from the* air 
to be* <*omple‘tcly burnt, the* fla,re* of e>il mist 
be*e*e)ine*s so e‘longa.te‘d that the're* is neit suf- 
ficie*nt room in the eeimbustion spae*e* fe>r a, 11 its 
e'eirbon to be oxidiz»*<l an<l smoke* results. Ihit 
if inste*jul e)f the eiil mist »tnd air be'ing allowe'el 
te) fleiw fe)rwa,rel as more* en* le*ss inele*pe*nde*nt 
stre*a.ms, the^- are forced to mix by giving both 
of them a swirling motion, or if tiie* air is 
forces! by other ine'ems irde) the* oil-mist. the**i 
the* le*ngth eif flame* is re cluce’d anel Mtmke e ss 
eeanbustiejn is assure cl within tjie* limits of the* 
available spae^e. Kithc*r force*d or indue^e'd 
draught is usually adopt (*d to provide* tlie^ 
furinw-*c with a suflicieid. supply e)f air. With 
pressures biuriers the oil must bo preheat e'd in 
orde^r to reduce its viscosity and make it flow 
more freely. This can be done conveniently by 
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on, BUNKERING IN PORT. 


]>assin|r it throuj^h u in‘st of tiiln's whicti aro 
iK'att'd <‘xt(‘riuilly by sti'ain. Moasuros imist 
idso b(' takon to rnsiin' that tho oil is fro(* from 
wator, ovoii a small biibbh' of which may int(*r- 
nipt the How in tiu' burner. 

When oil is us(*d as an auxiliary to coal the* 
tin' bars are left in |)hic<‘, but the' furtiace fronts 
art' provi(h*d with oil Imrners aiul independent 
air supply valves, which an* shut off wh<*n 
coal only is bein^ used. WJh'Ii oil is to Ik* 
burnt th<* iin*s are lc*velU'il, the air supply 
below the bars cut off, and tin* oil burners with 
air supply above the fuel bed brought into 
use. 

"I'lie primary attraction of oil for use in 
raising steam in warships is that it is a mon* 
concentratt*d fuel than coal. nin\*n’nt oils 
aiul coals both^vary in calorific power, but 
roughly it may la* said that the number of 
Hritish thermal units in a pound of good c*oal 
is 1 and in a pound <»f oil 20,00t>. On 
this showing 70 tons of oil are ef[ui\alent tt) 
100 tons of coal, supposing that in practice tin* 
heat can be transferred to tlu* watiT of the 
boiler et|ua.lly etYectively, aiul in this in*spc‘«*t 
oil is lu*ld to have the advantage. For a given 
weight of fuel, therefore, the ratlins of a(*ti<»n t»f 
av ship is proportionately increasetl Mr. 
Winston (Hmrchill. in his statenu'nt to Vav 
liainent t»n t)il fuel in July, 1913, put the 


t*xtent of this increase as “ lU'airly 40 per cent. " 
Other ad\ amt ages am* tluit tln^ boilers wiigli 
l(*ss and oet'upy U*ss space, that oil cam I v 
caxrried in remote* paxrts of tho sliip frt)m which 
coal t'ould not be brought to the* boilt‘r room, 
anti also in double bottoms; tind thait it can 1 m‘ 
r<‘mlily pumpt*d on boaxrd through aL pipeMnen 
t ink^ on short* or from an oil steamer, whciH*}i.> 
tin* t>pt*raitit>ii of coaling a sliip is un|)leai'^aint 
evt'ii in harbour, axnd is ait the b(*sf ditlicult aa( 
st»a unk*ss the weather is gtuid, "riu* number 
of men in the stokehokl is rt*duced, bt*caxusr 
hatul labour is not w’anted for trimming am! 
stoking, w’hile those wJio art^ required work 
iindtT betti'i* aind lt*ss exhausting condition''. 
There are no asht*s to be disposed of, anti no 
coad tlust in an all-oil " ship. Superior con 
trol of the output of stt‘am is tibt alined ; am 
tirder for increas(*tl speed can Yie respondetl to 
nuire quickly, and a retluction in the demaiixi 
for steam, such rt.s is caust*tl by stoppage oi 
tlu* engint*s, can bt* mt*t without waste. 

On the other hand, there are some tlisanl 
vantages. 'Tlu* t*xtrai pumps and piping ai«h* 
to the eom|)licatiou of the machinery and a!"** 
the weight; tlu* ]>i‘otection obtaiiu‘tl from th* 
coal bunki*rs is lost in an ‘‘ all-oil ship, and th** 
tlangcr from fire is increasetl should the tank' 
be piercetl by a shot aiul the oil allowed 
escape. Hut tho chief practical objection 
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»s upon tho quostion of sup]^ly. Tho 

p,r Islos contain no great oil iiokl or, at 

rate, none has yet been proved and worked 

lid though no fiouht tho output of shalt' oil 

ipable of irierease and there are ])ossibilit ies 

,,i ..il being <hstilled from coal or peat, yet we 

deperal largely on imports from overseas. 

\li. (diurehill dealt with this (piestit)u in the 

^|ji ech already referred to, ami seated that 

^vhile his advisers were of opinion tlmt soim* 

es by ail enemy’s actionmightboantieipati'd, 

* 

II. 1 serious effect on our naval movements neotl 
|)»‘ feared from tliis cause in war, if the rt\ser\fs 
u. ie maintained in peaces and so long as tlu^ 
British command of the sea, on which all idst‘ 
,lr])euded, was €‘ftectively maintiiined. I h‘ 
.Hit lined the ultimate ])olicy of the Admiralty 
ji.-. lieiiig to become th(j in(h*])endent own<n*s an<l 
jiiMMlucers of their supplies of liquid fuel, first 
li\ building up. an oil reserve in this country 
^iillicit'iit to make us safe in war and al>le to 
i.\»‘rride ])rice fluctuations in time of p<‘ac‘(‘ ; 
sir<»u<lly by a(*t|uiring the power to dc^al in 
criKU' oils as they caiiu' clu'aply into t lu" markc't 
iikI to tn'at th(*m for naval ust* ; and thirdly, 
to b«‘eoMU‘ the owiKU's, or at any rat('> the con- 
irolli-rs, at till' source' of at least a. portion of the 


supply of natural oil required by the Navy.* 
But h*' also remarked that it was not on oil- 
burning ships that we dej)einh'tl, or w(*re likely 
to d('|u'nd for many yeurs to come, j’or the' 
]>rotectioii of our trade routes, and fnan this 
point of view there is significaiici' in the brightly' 
polislu'tl shovel ])romim'ntly displaye<l in all- 
t^il ” shijis with th(' inscrii)tion “ J..est we for- 
get.'’ 

Ih'sitles burning oil under a. boiler am I, by 
transferring tht' ht'at thus g<*n<'iat<'d ti> water, 
produciiig liigh-prc'ssui‘e steam for use in a 
steam engine, tliei’e is another w a^^ of utili/ing 
it for the produiMion of power, by burning it 
mixi'd wit h air w it bin t he eylindiM* of an int ernal 
ctnubust ion engine : 1 h<' heat then expands tiu* 
products of combustion tj» ma.n\' timi's th<*ir 
original volume, and tiu' prt'ssun' thus cn'ated 
drives forward t ht' pist<m of the engine, just as 
doi's the higle]>r<*ssur»' stt'ain in tin* (*\liiuh*r of 
a re<‘ipi*oeat il g sti'am (“iigine, and so produces 

* ll w.ts in |)iir>uniirr ol' this policN’ timf, Ji.s tin* result- 
of a fu\ onr.ihle ii-porl hy a eoniinit t I'e sent onl in 
()<‘toh<‘r I'.H.'I under \’n’e- Adnn ral »Sii’ Bdinnnd Slade, 

the th»\erinnenl were ant liori/.i'il in dune MM I to aei^nire 
share <ir loan capital in the An^^lo- 1 NTMan Oil ('oriipaiiX' 
to tlie <‘\t»'nl of See (diiipli'r hll., \'ol. .*1, 

p. lat). 



OII.-KIRED BOII.HKS. 

Photo^Sraphed while the ship was runnin.! at full speed. 
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power. Being more clirer^t than the other, thi.s 
method might he expected to waste less heat, 
and therefore to be more economical ; and in 
fact, whereas })y the middle of rhe second decade 
of the twentieth century the possibility of 
obtaining one horst‘-powcr j3er hour ))y the 
burning of about j 11). of heavy oil under a 
boiler and using the resulting steam in turbines 
was at least in sight, if it had not licon actually 
realized, at the same pta*iod one horstj-power 
per hour could bo obtained by tlie consumption 
of something like half that amount of oil in 
an int(‘nud combustion engine, I'o the naval 


increasing their size and power, were .ii,. 
factured only in comparatively small i.. , 
yielding only a few hundred horse-powej 
cylinder. Accordingly, to get the large p<>\,. 
required to driv'O the large and fa.st ships i ; 
Navy the eoinplication ami inconvenierK . 
installing and working a great number of m,i. 
units would have had to be accepted. 
thek^s.«, this difficulty did not deter respun..,;], 
engineers from seriously taking up the pro)>It i 
and various plans for the application of « 
engines even to the larger naval ships were pi 
forward from time to time. 



OIL-MOTOR ROOM OF A GERMAN SUBMARINE. 


c*Mc:i!)<M>r. always on the look out for nu'ans that 
will enable his ships to go farther with a given 
amount id' fuel, tlie prospiads offered by sueh 
engines, with their elimination of all tlie 
para])hernalia of boiliu's, would appear particu- 
larly attractive ; yet aiiart from motor boats 
and some oil tank vessels they were employed 
in the British XaAX' for the propulsion of 
praelieally only submarines. 

One reason was that steam tuiTiines could be 
made of large siz*\s, giving thousands of horse- 
power, so that the power required for ev'eii tlw' 
largest sliips could he obtained from a eom- 
paratively small number of units ; oil ongiims, 
on the eojitraiw", although promising experi- 
ments were being made with tlie object of 


For example, in 11)07, Mr. Janies MeKeclimi-, 

of Messrs. Vickers, di.seufised the ijiiestion befoiv 

* , 

tlie Institution of Naval Architects, inoiv 
e.speeially from the point of view of tlie plra-in^' 
and use of heavy gnn.s. Karlier io this cliapt^ r 
it was noted that one advantage of the 
propeller over the paddle wheel was that 
did away with the interference to the werku 
and training of the gun.s caused by the jiadJ’ ' 
whec*! boxes. But even with the screw, tJ* 
funnels with their uptakes impo.se some* 
advantage', and thi> guns with their aininu’ 
tion lioists and connected mechanism have te 
placed in positions dictated by the nccess;u . 
arrangoiiunt oT the boilers and prop'll ? 
machinery rather than by tactical consid^i^ 
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I (.ri-. If theroforo by the adoption of internal 
t.,HM*>nstion engines the funnels could be 
jibciished and the decks freed from the ob- 
ructions brought about by them, considerable 
^tlvantago would be gained in respect of the 
arrangement and working of the guns, which, 
for cxarny^le, would have a much wider arc of 
traiiiing, with the result of increasing the 
tight ing power of the ship for a given anna- 
iiicnt. 

Mr. McKechnie considered a 10,000 horse- 
Howt'r battleship, and proposed to use a ft>rm 
of internal combustion engiiu' vhich had been 
di veloped at the Vickers works at Barrow-in- 
Kiirness, and which could be worked either by 
jirodiietT gas or by oil. The ship was to bc' 
|)i\»j)ellcd by four screws, eacJi driven by a 
ten-cylinder vertieal gas engine, ])laeed in (he 
jift conipartinents ; gas-produeers of th(' pres- 
sure type were to oecupy the etndral compart- 
ments, and forward of them wen' to be tour 
s(‘(s of air-eompn'ssors also driven by gas 
engines. The weights and other particulars of 
the niafdiincry, according as the ship was fitted 
fnr (iropulsion by steam, gas, or oil, were com- 
pared in the following table : 



St<*aia 

(ias 

Oil 

UVi^'ht of riiiiohiiiorv 

l,58/> tons 

1, 105 tons 

750 tons 

l.H.r. ]K‘r toil 

Arcji oocnpiotl by 
iiiHchiriory, ongiiics 
urnl boilor-t or pro- 

JOl 

14*48 

21*33 

(liicfrs 

7,250 s<|. ft. 

15,850 sq. ft. 

4,110.sq. ft 

Area {KT i.h.p. 

Kin'I consumption 
ptT lt». per i.h.p, 
per hour : — 

0'45;{ stj. ft . 

'0*3()0 sq. ft . 

0*257.sq. ft. 

At full power ... 
At about i|nnrtcr 

10 

1*0 

0*0 

full power ... 

I'OO 

1*15 

0*75 


Xin<' years later, also at the Institution of 
Xa\al Architects, Knginoer Taeutenant (^)m- 
inander Sillince attacked (he question of 
applying Diesel oil engines to the propulsion f)f 
warships of diffennit elass(*s. For large and fast 
(lt‘v,lroyers. he concluded that the weight of 
engines, roughly double in proportion 
to power develope'd that of the steam turbines 
''hli oil-fired boilers used in such vessels, 
them out of the running, since it would not 
lx* compensated for by saving in fuel, and the 
ca of light unarmoured cruisers wa.s mucdi 
^h' ^ame. For large cruisers, of a power of the 
oifMTof 70.000 sliaft horse-power, and a speed 
^'t ‘iO knots, he decided, after working ovit 
ous alternatives, that the 9 nly reasonable 


solution was to use cylimlers of only moderate 
power (say, 750 to 1,500 horse-power), a con- 
siderable number of cylinders per shaft, and not 
fewer than four shafts — preferably six or (dght 
With six shafts, and 12 1,000 horse-power 
cylinders on each, the weight would bc^ 5,000 
tons, including all auxiliaries, and with c'ight 
screw shafts, each with 12 750 horse-power 
cylinders, it would be 4,750 tons, it may bo 
noted that as compared with these weights^ 
geared turbine installations would have the 
advantage, lliough the t)il engines would mean 
a Siwing in the wi'ight of fuel to be carried fnr 
the same radius of action. For halt lesliips, 
w’ith smaller reijuireuK'nts of j^ower, be con- 
cluded that with four shafts e(pial [lowers 
and Hj^eeds could })c obtained from Diesc'l 
engines as from steam with (H(ual wt'ights of 
machinery, and that- oil engini's would ('uahle 
the radius of action to be incrtMiscul at l<*ast 
threefold at full spix'd, and fourfold at ( ruisiiig 
speeds. But while regarding th(^ usi' of oil 
engines for the propulsion of battleships and 
largo eruist'rs as an c‘ngine<»ring possibility, he 
indicated that Diesel engines liad not yet Ik»c‘ii 
satisfactorily doveloj>ed to the sizes cont(*m- 
plated ill his calculations. 

With tin* disapp(*aran(*(' of sails from (he 
ships of the Fl(*et — the abolition of training in 
masts a.nd yards was formally announeed in 
lUOl the* task imposed on tJn^ t*ngiin^-roi>in 
branch became greater and gri'ater, for just as 
warships were' helyiless without tln'ir machinery, 
so the machin<*ry in turn was usc*lcss without 
men to work it. Jn 18.*1() (he Atlmiralty felt it 
“ tlieir bounden duty to dis<*ouragf* tlies intro- 
duction of steam, as caleuiat<‘d to striki^ a fatal 
blow^ to the naval siinremacy f)f th(‘ Fiinpire ’’ ; 
in 1902 they sjioki^ of the warship as “ out; huge 
box of engines.” In the yc*ars following the 
Naval Defence Act of 1889 tlu^ Navy uncl<‘rwent 
enormous and almost continuous t*xpansion. 
Not only was the niniib<*r of siiijis in it im- 
mensely increased, hut, as will he evident from 
the preceding aeeount of the in(*chanical 
developments of that period, (he etTorts of tlio 
engineering advisers to tlie Admiralty brmiglit 
about tremendous advances in the spc*ed and 
pow'er of the individual units, with eonsc*(pn*nt 
increase in the respon.sihiliti«‘s of the* 
entrusted with (hc*ir management and manipu- 
lation. 

The question of providing suflicient niiinhtirs 
of officers and men adequati*ly trained for their 
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dutieH in flu* light of tho mechanical character 
of the* inoclorn warship thus became of prime 
importance, and it was rec<jgnition of this fact 
that lc*d to the promulgation, at the end of. 1902, 
of the scheme of naval training associated with 
the nam(*s of Ju)rd Selbomo and Lord Fisher. 
JVeviously the enginters of the Navy had been 
a edass apart, entc*ring as students between the 
ages of I4i and 10 J and separately trained in 
engineering, but without any training in execu- 
tive duties. 'J'here had been a good deal of 
agitation for ^he iinprov(*ment f)f their status 


noting executive rank. Lord Fisher, iu,l,,.f| 
with his marvellous prevision, was the 
naval authority to recognize fully the \ 
of the engineering side of the Navy aiul j}„. 
necessity that all executive naval oOic rs 
should have an engineering training. 

The system of common entry w^as thf*rr[.»i.o 
instituted. Under it all oflicers for the cxm-u- 
tive and engineer branches of the Navy ami ft)i. 
the Royal Marines were to enter the service 
naval cadets under exactly the same conditions 
between the ages of 12 and 13, two years cn.ili,.p 
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general 1\'. a.nd that the problems they presented 
had not bc'cn ov'erlooke<l is shown by the fact 
that in 14 y(*ars 14 Orders in Uouiicil wt*re issu<‘d 
atTecting tlu* enginet*r otlict*rs. Tiu* Selborne- 
Fisher schenu*, which began to coiiu* into 
i>p(Tafion 'll 1903, recognizc'd a fact <‘xpresscd 
by rr(*sident Koosc*velt in the words: ‘‘ Fvery 
oOict'r on board a modern vessel in reality has to 
be an engiiu't*r wludher he wiints to or not ; 
everything on board such a vessel goes by 
machiiHTy, and ev«‘ry onic**r . . . has to 

<lo t'ligiiu'cr’s work.” Its object was to cast an 
t*nginecTing tinge over all oflicers, and to that 
end it c»rdained that the first yt*ars of training 
should be tht* same for all of tlu»m, whatever 
the direct ii»n in which they might ultimately 
specializt*. In coniu'xion with the effect which 
the sclienic* was inttaided to have in the direc- 
tion of unifying the executive and the engi- 
neering branches, it is noteworthy that it was 
Lord Fislu*r who was ix'sponsible for one of 
the latest Concessions to the engineers, in the 
shiVpt? ut tlu' coveted curl on the sleeve, dc- 


than the ca(h*ts under (he old system. Tljiy 
were then to be trained all in exactly the sjuiie 
way until they had ])assed for tlu^ rank '>t 
sub-lieutenant between tlu* age s of 19 and 
They were to spend their first four yt*ars at tht' 
Royal Naval Uolli‘ge, Dartmouth, rcct'ivinu 
elementary instruction in physics and marim* 
engineering and the use of tools and mnchiiM”^. 
and then were to go to sea as midshipuKu b'r 
three years. During this yieriod special atten- 
tion w’as to be paid to their instructifai in 
mechanics and the other applied sciences, ei.d 
to marine engim'ering, under the supervision 
of the enghieer, gunnery, marine, navigatiei 
and torjiedo lieutenants of their re.‘-’j)ecl i\ •' 
ships ; and after its expiry, on satisfactorily 
passing the specified examinations, they wco' 
to become acting sub-lieutenants. A thn‘‘ 
months’ course in mathematics and navigate* ti 
and pilotage was to follow at Greenwich, an 1 
then a six months’ course in gunnery, toryx'd 
and ^engineering at Portsmouth; then, af** •’ 
passing more examinations, they were to ‘ “ 
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confirmed in the rank ot .sub-lieutenant. At 
tliis stage their careers were for the first time 
to begin to diverge, and they were to be po.sted 
to the executive or the enginet‘ring branch t)f 
the Navy or to the Iloyal Marine.s, freedom of 
choice being allowed so far as possible. Those 
Kii))-lieutenants who (‘lected to specialize in 
engineering were to go to Keyham Kngiiu'cring 
College for a professional course, afier which 
some were to go to Greenwich for a further 
course, and the remainder, to sea. All would 
th<‘n, if cpialilied, be promoted totlwi lieutenants 
under the same conditions as the executives. 
This is an outline of the original scheme, more 
particularly as it affected the engineering 
branch, put forward in Selboriu*\s memo- 

randum, but sundry modifications were sub- 
s<‘f|uently made in it, without , however, changing 
its general eharacter. 

Jt was arranged undt‘r the .scheme that the* 
ranks of engineer f)nicers sjiould be assimilated 
to (he corresponding ranks of executive officers, 
and that the former shovdd wear the same 
uniform and boar the same titles of nuik — 
Mih-lieuteriant (E), Ii(‘utenant (E), coinman<l(‘r 
(K), captain (E), and rear-admiral (E), to which 
was subsequently added lieutenant-eominandtT 
At the same time it was thought de.sirabh* 
to harmonize* tlie pe)sition <.)f the* e*xisting 
nflicers of the engiiiee»ring branedi with the* 
new e>rder of things. Aeemrdingly assistant 
<*ngin(*e*rs for teiupe>rary se^rviee* anel assistant 
engine*ers became e’ngine*e^r sub-lieutenants ; 
engineers, chk*f e*ngine*ers, and staff engine*ers 
hcciiiiK* engiiu*er-lieute*nants r fleet engine*e*rs 
hecume enginef?r-ee)minande‘rs ; inspectors of 
niachinery became engineer-captains, and cliie'f 
iuspt*rte)rs of inaediini^ry became engineer re*ar- 
rtehiiirals. The engineer-in-chie*f Ijee-ame* an 
<^ngine‘er renr- admiral, but the Admiralty 
reserved the pe^wer, whi<*h they e?A^reise*d in 
the eas«^ of Sir A. J. Durston, the ehie*f e*ngineer 
*^1 file* time the' .scheme eame into ojjeration, 
*^a(l Ilia two siiceesse)rs, to prejinote the otlicer 
holding that high post to the rank e)f engin(*e‘r 
admiral. The pay of engiue*ering onie*e*i*s 
''0^ also raised. 

A selumie fe)r tlie advancement of men in the* 
Hi^Ma'ering branch te> coinmissie)ned rank from 
tie h)wer deck was institute'd at tiie be*ginniiig 
1914, nearly two ye;*ars after a similar 
arr.uigpincnt had been }>rought into feirce for the 
utive branch. Eejrd Selborne's inennonin- 
had exprt\sst^d the* de*.sire e)f the Admiralty 
tu their way to promote a certain proportion 


of gunners, bejatswains and ciarpenters te> the* 
eommissiemed ranks, and liad announe*e*d tliat 
a list liael alr<*ady be'e*n drawn up e)f (50 appoint- 
ments to which those e^ffieers eo\ild he advaneeel. 
The* pre)pe)rtie)n of each branch e^f warrant 
e>llice'r to he* j)re>inotcxl to ]ieute*nant was to he^ 
the same*, tis nearly as possible, as tlie proportiem 
of each of tluisc braiiehes to the combined total 
of the* warrant oni(*ers' list, and a proport ieaiate 
allotment was promi.se*(l on the* same* prin- 
ciples te) the* warrant e)ffieers of the t*nginc*er 
branch. 

The raidc of mate* (E) — that i^. mate* e*iigi- 
ne*e*ring was estaldi>lu*d in .January, 1914. 
'Phe arrange*nu‘nt. was that re‘coinmenele*d 
<*aiididale*s Hualiy se*le*(*ted by tlu* Admiralty 
were, after passing a qualifying e'xamiiia- 
tie>n, te> be give*!! tlie rank of act ing mat e* ( E), 
and tht'i\ to att(‘nd e*ourses a1 (Iree‘nwi(‘h 
and Ke*ylia.m. Kxaminatie)ns fe)ll()we*<] each 
eeainse, and if tlu* acting mate's passe'el suc(*e*s.s- 
fully fhe*y were confirmed in tlu'ir rank anel 
appointe^d to st'agoing ships, wh(*re tlu*y uu*sse*d 
in the wardroom. Aff(‘r a Tninimum period 
of se*rvi<*e» e>f twe) ye*ars as acting male* (E) 
and mate* the*y w(‘re* to ))e* pr(»ine)fe*d to 

engineer li('ut(*nan(s, and aftt‘rwards wi‘re* to be* 
subject in a.ll respe‘e|s to tlu* r(*giila.t ions apply- 
ing te.) <.)jlict*rs of that rank. The* first list e)f 
mates (h^.), 12 in numbe*r, was pnblislu*d in 
De*ee'nd)c*r, 1914, with se*ni«)rity of Nove*inber 1, 
and the first thrc*e to pass, afte*!* the* (wo ye‘ar.s’ 
qualifying seTvice in tlu* l’de*<‘t, were* pn)ine>te*d 
te) acting t'ligine'C'r lie*ut c’liant s on Ne)ve’mbe*r I, 
191(5. 

From its very nature* flic Se*Ibe>rne‘- Kishe*r 
scheme of training ee)uld e*euno into full eipera- 
t ion e)nly gradually, and its e*lT<'ets <*e)ultl ne>( 
make' tlienise*lves fe*lt for many ye*ars. Indee'd, 
in ordt*r to k(‘e*p up tlie supply e)f e)fli(M*rs, the* 
old .system hatl to be* )iiaintaiiie*d eoneuiTe*ntly 
feir a pc*rie)d which in tlu* e*ase* e>f the* e*iigiiu*<Ts 
extended to live ye*ars ; and it was not until 
April, 1914, that the* first batch of lie*utenants 
specializing in engine*e*ring je)iiu*d the* lte)yal 
Naval Enginf‘ering (\)lle'ge* at Eeyhani feir tlu*ir 
final y<*ar of prof<*ssional training, affe-r siTving 
at .sea as eomniissioned oflie'eTs for (we) ye'ars, a 
pe)rtion of which time* t)u*y spe*nt, like* all e>tlu*r 
otiieers under the new .sedienie, in tlu* e*ngiiu* 
room, performing tlie* e.irdinary duties ef jiinie>r 
engineer oflieers, Tlie great bulk of the* e ngi- 
n*H*rs in (he* ships that fought in the* war must 
therefore have been traine;*d ufule*r (he* f)Ul 
svstt*m. and w’hat(*ve*r (he* ne*\v iiu*1}u)ds were te) 
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fortli in Iho futun*, that at least- was moht 
amply vindicated hy results. 

,!ust as a warship's fui^inc^s an^ buried out of 
si^ht- in tli(^ depths of its interior below the 
wat(*r liras b*w' of tiaj deeds done by those 
in charge^ of them eaiia^ into the lif^ht of 
day. 'riu' rdTorts of the en^ine room staffs 
were, how<;vc*r, generously reeo^niz(*d by the 
rwlmirals*'^^^r eommand at the thrc'e great 
naval batth's of tJa^ Falkland Islands, the 
D(»gger Hank, and «lutlatid. As regards the 
first Sir l)ov(‘ton Sturden* said in his dispatch 
that great, ennlit was du(‘ to tia* engineer oHieers 
of the ships, s(?vt‘ral of which (‘xe(H»ded their 
normal full speed, and la* n'ferred s|)(*eially to 
the eas(^ of tIa? Kent, which, thanks to the 
“ exci'llent and st I'emaais <*tTor(s of tla* engine- 
roi>m staff," was abk* to get within rang(‘ of the 
Niirjiberg aral sink her. As ^Ir. ("hurehill sub- 
^('(pa'Utly ('xphiiiaxl to Par’liaiiaait , the Kent 
was a vess<*l 1 II years old, designed t o go only 
knots, but sht‘ was foret'd up to 20 knots and 
thus was able to eateh tIa* Xiirnberg, which had 
asji *id eoasid Tably over 2‘ti knots. 

At tla* l)<>gger Hank action Sir David Heatty 
said the excellent steaming of the shi|)s was a 
conspicuous feature, and lat(*r Mr. (.'hurchill 
a.d(h‘d that all tia* vesst'ls engam'd in the action 
exrneded all their [>n'\’ious lu'cords in st(*aming, 
without exception. He <*<aitiiua'd : 

lion* is a ot tho Klot'l wliioh docs luit lio in 

liiirlhMii'liiit is tar away troiii its ilockyards and wl\i(;h dur- 
in>» six lutaahsof war lui'< Iummi (‘onslantly at soa. All of a 
snddon tin* f;n*atost t rial i'* di'ntaiidf*d <if th(*ir (*ii}^irH*8, and 
tlu'V all I'xci'l all tin* pri*\ ions poaro-tinio rt'cords. (*a!i 
you c oiuTivo a mort* ivmarkaMo proof of ilu* «*xi*olIoiu*e 
ol Hritish inarliinorv. of iht> ^lorioU'i industry of the 
en^inr roiMii hraneli t 

At dutlaml Sir David Hi*atty said that “as 
usual the engine room dejiai-tments of tall ships 


di ;played the highest qualities of technical skill, 
discipline antf endurance. HigJi speed is a 
primary factor in the squadron under niy eom. 
mand [the If attic -Cruiser Fleet], and the engiiu* 
room d(*partinents never fail.” Again, Sir dolin 
J(*llicoe reported that while the battle fleet was 
proceeding at full s[)eod to close the battle- 
cruiser fleet in the same action, the steaming 
qualities of the older battleships were severe ly 
tested, and he attributed great credit to tlie 
engine-room departments for the manruT in 
which they, “as alw'ays,” responded to (Ik* 
(‘all, tlie whole Fleet maintaining a speed in 
excess of the trial speeds of some (jf the older 
v(‘ssels. In another part of his dispatch lu‘ 
stat(‘d that failures in material were conspicuous 
by th(‘ir a})S(‘nce, and that several instances 
wore r(‘ported of magnificent work on the part 
of the engine-room staffs of injured shi])s. Tin* 
artisan ratings, he added, also carric^d out iiiueli 
valuable work during and after the action, and 
(*.ould not have done better. 

One other passage from his dispatch may be 
(|uoted in coiiclusion : 

It iiiUHt iu)v:*r 1)0 forgot ton that tho proludo U) inluju 
is tho work of tho onj^iiio-rooiri depart inont, ami tlmt 
during action tho ofTiccrsiAnd rnon of that depart incnl per 
form their most importiiut duties without tho iiiccoiivc 
which a kiiowlodgo of the course of tho action 
those on dock. Tho qualities of discipline and oiidiinui' c 
aix> taxed to tlio utmost imder such conditions, and they 
were, as always, most fully maintained throughout the 
oj K-rations under review. 

A distinguished admiral, who w^as a vigorous 
(‘ritic of the Sclborne -Fisher sclieme of traiijiuK» 
once said that so far as nerve trial goes ibe 
(‘ngineer’s pc^st is an easy one. Mr. Kip'dig^ 
showed a much j lister appreciation of the fjuirf 
when ho wrote the lines, “ To bide in the begirt 
of an eight-day clock The death they cannot 
see. . , , And die in the peeling steam.” 
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history of tho Gernian troalDR'iit 
of prisoners of war up to tiu' early 
siiniiner of 1917 divid(‘s itself natur- 
ally into tlireo stapes. There came 
lirst a perioil of great neglect and vindictive, 
active hatred. This was followed by a time of 
hctterinent , when eomlitions in many eam])s 
improved, when tho fierce antagonism of the 
civilian population had partly abated, and 
\\ h<‘n men on both sides were attempting to 
Immanize tho conditions under wliich the 
prisoners lived. The third stage arriv(Ml wlien 
tlu* ( Jermans organized and dc'veloped a system 
t<‘r the exploitation of ])risoner laliour, to 
pro<luee munitions and foodstuffs, and to ri'plaec? 
tiic lost industrial manhood of the nation. 

The Ciermans iiad large numbers of men on 
their hands. The Russians alone in Germany 
ejid Austria were roughly c'stimated, early in 
hH7, at about two millions. The Serbian 
] ii'-oners numbered lot), 009. No figurt's were 
^ h<* had about tlie French prisoners, but they 

r<‘ known to be vcTy numerous. "J'he Jlritish 
j JJ-oru^rs in Germany numbered, in June, 1917^ 
* -L")4 oflicers and M4,304 of other rank^. Tlie 
1 niiher of Allied prisoners in Germany — apart 

' "1. XII — Part 150. 


from Austria — was stati^l in a semi-oOieial 
rc*turn in August, 1910, ti» he 1,0(^1,794. Other 
c‘stiiiuites v%eri‘ higluT, Thus ]\lr. Gerard, the 
former AnaTieau Amha.ssador in Berlin, 
reckoned tin* iiuinh(*r of prisoners at two 
millions. ’^I'lie total was j)rohahIy much the 
same a ycMir Utter, as the further jirisoners taken 
w’ould hav(^ largely eompensat imI for those 
exeJiaiiged, and for the very largti iiumlx't* — 
particularly (»f Russians — wlio died from tiilxT- 
e,ulc)sis and oth(*r diseast^s. 

The* first stage of iic'gl(*c-( and vindietiv^i* hatred 
lastt'd until tJ»e second yea, r of tlx* war. Prisoners 
w<*r<* insulted by civilians. when<‘ver tlic'y eonld 
rc'aeh tJx*m. In many camps they were 
systi'inal ically ill-treat eel by tlx‘ir guards. 
They were poorly hous(*d — sonx*times kept 
wixilly ill tlx* open ill clad an(hill fed. '^rh(*y 
were denieil the simpU‘st neeessitir*s of life. 
Their sic*k and dying were* often left witlxait 
adtxjuatf.* treat nx*nt. Many d<*fails of tliis 
jx‘ri<^)d wen* given in an earlier c*haj>tf‘r. Pater 
information added to the liormrs. 

Thus tJio account of tlio snfff*rings of Al)it*d 
prisoners at Witt(*nl)crg giv'f*n in (.’liaptcr Cll. 
was suppUiiicntcd later Ijy a report from tho 

229 



77 //? TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


2:50 


Hritisli ( 'oiiiMiitti'i* oil tho I'roii.t mont l»y tin* 
01 ’ l>ritisfi l^ri-^oruT'. of \\ nr. 1 his 
(y niiinit 1 00 \ arious j-rt iiriioi 1 pri- 

soners, in< lii/lin;.? tlie HrJti.Ji Arni\' doctors who 
were at W it f cnhcr;4, OH oat h. Itsrcpfjrt appalled 
t he ci\'ili/ed u orld. 

W it tenhere ( 'aaiip co\ rred lO.J a/Tcs, a.nd was 



MK. JUSTIC:i? VOllNCiKK, 

(^hairmiin of llie ( atnimittcc on tlie 'rrcatnient of 
|{ritiNh Prisoners of W ar. 

hiiilt on a tlat, sa.ndy plain, 'riio nunil»er of 
prisoners there, hit ween iri.lMMt a.nd ITJMtti, 
hir^el\ exceeded till’ acion m lodat ion of the 
huildines. I’Ik'n wimc mostly Kussians, hut 
fhert' were a nnmlx'r of f’n'nch and HelLrians, 
and hetweon 7(td and snii British. 

'hhe winter of Id I I 1.7 was e\treme|\ se\eio. 
'The men \\»*re insiillicient I \ clothed, and thcie 
\va.s little artificial heat aA a.ilahlix 'The o\Ar- 
coats of most of the Ih'itish prisonei--. h<id 
naeii faUt'ii from them on their ci’[)tnre. and no 
fresh ones snppli<‘d. Their remainine elothe 
wi're ottiai ii^ rai^s. Tiieri* wei*e man\' wit I 
licit lu‘i* l)i>ots noi* soeks. "Their food wa-s 
ha.d and insul’liciiait . 

'The (iernuin authorities could not laix e 
adopted surer mid hods Jiad the\ desireil to 
oaiisi' an out break of typhus. "This di.sease 
was known to he latent anmn^ the Ru.s.sian 
troops. Instead of keepinj^ the men of otlu'r 
itations apart, all were mixed to>;ether. Kadi 
l^ritish iirisiaier hail as Ids slei*pin^ eoinpanions 


one Russian anil one Frenchman. Then 
only one mattress for three prisoners, 

Prisoners arrived covired witli vermin 
attenifit was made to dean them, and the\ l ; 
no facilities for cleaning themselves, Imd tj 
wished. Lice are the great medium for 
veying typhus. WTien the disejise show.,! 
itself, a rerpiest was madi» that tin*, remaini;. ' 
liealthy Knglish prisoners might he 
together in one eompound. It was insult inji v 
refused. 

'TJie (‘pidemic broke out in Decemher, id|i 
'The (k‘rman sta-ff, doctor, orderlies, olTic* i , 
gua.rds, immedia.tely left the eani]), drew .1 
(tordon around it, and Jield no com‘muni<-at inn 
with the prisoners until the following August. 
c*xce])t l)y direi-lions wdiich they shouted from 
the outside of the wire entanglements. K.od 
and other supplies for the men were pushed 
o\c*r the wires h^' means of chuh's. 

Six Ifritish medical oHicers, who had been 
detained ]>y the (Jermans contrary to the 
Hague ( 'onvent ion, were sent to W'ittcnhcrL;. 
'They were Major Fry, Major iTiestly, ("a-ptaiii 
SutdiTfc, Fa.])tain Kiidd, Faptain \"idal, and 
Captain (then Lieutomint ) La,uder. 'They 
a.iTived on Ki'liruary 11, Ihlo. I’liey only 
lea.riied of typhus lieing in the cam]) from the 
guard on the train. “ 'Th(\v visited tin* 
differi'iit (‘ou.) lounds." says tin* r(‘port. ‘‘'They 
were recei\ c*il in a.pa.t hc't ie silenei*. The roiijis 
were unlighted, tJie mt‘n wi're aimlessl\' march- 
ing 11]) a, lid down, some* ^\(•rc l\dng on the floor, 
prohahlx' sickt'iiing for t^^phus. W'licn they 
got into the open air again ^lajoi* T'r\ hinki* 
ilown. 'The horror of it a.ll was for the monu nt 
more f ban he could hear." 

Major ITiestly and (ki.|>tain ^Tdal were sent 
to two temjioraiy liospitals outside the citntp 
cud four oflieers were left insidi*. They found 
a.n appalling eondition of things, many ill, many 
without atteutioii, dii*t, nigleet and scnii- 
starvatioii ever\ \vhero. In the jmpro\ d 
hos])ital there were no mattresses. Si< k 
prisoners were hidden everywhere in the eanih, 
refusing to go into hospital. There wti- 
no streti*hi*rs to earry^ the typhus cases 01 : 
'They had to he carried on tables from whit '' 
men ate their food. As these tables could n^ 
be waslu'd, they proved an I'ffective means * 
eoiiveying the disease. 'Jdie Cernian aiitli 
rities refused to pi'riuit the most i‘le*mentai 
jat'iaut ions to he taken. During the In 
mouth the daily food ration for each patient '' 
half 4V petit pain and half a cup of milk. Th< 
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.. caiup i’rt>ni tlie camp kitchen in a wooden 
I ,;, nithont a cover and arrive<l full of dust 
dirt. 

j 1,1* four jiu'dical oftiocn’s left in the cam]) wen' 
,,1 , it tacked with tla* disease. ^lajor Fry, 

I ...tain Sutcliffe, and Captain Field, died. 

( ,,j,tiiin Lauder was stricken last of all. 
II, aloia' of tlie four recovered. On March 

I I Major Friestly and (.'a])tain Vidal \N(‘n' stait 
\u\rk t<' the main cam]). They wen^ nu't 
1,\ Ca])tain Field. Major Fry and Ca])tain 
Sutcliffe were then dyin^, and Captain Lauder 
was in the early stagt*s of typhus. Captain 
Kicld snecutnbod soon aft(‘r. 

‘ Major Priestly saw deliidous mtui waving: 
arms hrovvn to the elbow with fat'cal matfta*. 
The j)atients were alive with vermin ; in the 
hah li^ht h(' attem|)tt‘d to brusli what he took 
t(» Ik* a.n accumulation of dust from the folds 
of a ]>atient's clothes, and he <lisco\‘ered it to 
he a, movin^j; mass of lic(*. Tn one rot)m in 
Fom])ound No. 8 the ])atients lay so dose* to 
ou(‘ another on the floor that he had to stand 
straddle-legged across them to examine thcan.” 

It was extremely dithcult to obtain suflicient 
drugs and dn'ssings. J^ed sores wen* common, 
hi several cases to(‘s or the whole foot- were 
at tackl'd by gangri'iie, dressings we?x' not 
available to treat thcan, and eonsocpiently the 
limbs had to be am])utated. 

i|jthe thix'e oflicr'rs left. Major Priestly, 
Ca])tain Vidal, and Ca])tain laiiah'r, the last 
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namt'd bravely resuming his duty ^^h«‘n eon- 
vab'seent, thnnv themselxes into the work of 
bringing order out of cha.ns. h’hey M*eunMl 
some imjirovmu'nt in the diet, dotliing, 
boots and bedding wen* gi*aihiall\' c(>lh‘et ('d. 
About tour weeks after Majoi’ Fri(*stl\’ t*a.me 
back Dr. Aselienbai'li, tin* (lerman doctor 
su]>]>osed to bi* in chargt* of tlu' camp, paid his 
one N'isit to it. Ih* caim* attired in a. com])h‘ti' 
suit of ] »roti'c*t i\ (* clothing, including a mask. 
Ill* made a brief a.nd rapid insjieetion and did 
not retui'ii. 

The who]<‘ administration of Wit t enbei'g 
Camj) was iti ki*e])ing with the handling of the 
ty])hus e])idemic. 'TIk* cruell \ lh«*re fi*om thi* 
N'ery <*om!n(‘nc(*m('nt hail become notorious. 
Savagt* dogs wen* kept to terrorise the ])risoners. 
M<‘n were freipiently flogged with rubber 
whi])s, l)(*aten at the whim of iht ir guards and 
tie<l to ])()sts with theii- arms a.bo\ e their heads 
tor hours. ’^I'his ci'uelty re\'«*a.Ied itself in 
gratuitous form (*ven during the li<*iglit of tla* 
e])idemie. 

The d(‘a,d wen* burii'd in a. eem»‘tery formed 
out of ])art of the camp. So many died tluit 
t h(‘r(‘ was not room for a.ll, and the (*o(lins 
were j)iled on«* a.bo\'e a-notla*!*. “ W'hat the 
firisoners found hardi st to bear in tiiis matter,'’ 
says the K.e])ort, ’‘w<‘re the jeers with whi(*h 
the cotlins were freijuently gi'eeted b\- the 
inhal)itants of Wittenberg who stood out'-'ide 
and w'(*n* j)ermitti*d to insult lli(*ir dead." 
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Out f)f b(‘f\vpf‘n 2r>() iind .‘iOO English eases 
tJiere were (iO dratlis, and laid it not been for 
tJie splendid work of the I^ritisli ^FedicMl Staff 
aiui orderlies few would hav»' eseaped. Tlie 
Hritish M»-(li<MJ Oflie.'rs in their for 

init)rov(‘d conditions were strongly backed by 
Mr. (h'rard end his represejitat ives. Ifo visil(‘d 
the c-uiip and niadi^ iiuhVniant representations 
t(i th<* (lerinen authorities. 

'rhe record of Wit t<*nb(^r^ was rivalled by 
that of ( Jard«*lc^(‘n, a lar^e camp })etvve(‘n 
Herlin and Hanover, lioldin^ some 1 I 
pris»>ners, mainly Fn-ncli, Hussie.n and I5el- 
^iii-ns, and in(*ludine 2tit) Hritisli. Here, in 
Ff^bruary, FJ 1 n.u epidemic of typhus l>roke 
out. 'I’lie eonditi<»ns lar^c'ly n'sembled thos<^ 
at Wittenberg. The prisoners of diffenait 
nat iona.lit ies wi*re mix«‘d t(»<i(»ther, Russians 
with latent typhus beinjr i^huH'd siclc* by sidt^ 
with Ib'itisli a.nd Frtaich. 'fhc' compouncis 
wfi’t' o\(‘rcrow'ded. Tln' huts for th<'> iraai 
c<int aim'd four rows of pa.!lia.ss('s stuffed with 
st raw or sliaviii’jjs. pa' I iass(' touched the 

other, and only tla' nai*rowest. pa.ssjim'-wav 
was l(*ft l)etween the* rows. ff(‘re the imai 
of all nat ionalit ies were i)acki*d together. Tli(*v 
lived, slept and fed, sitting on tli<*ir bags of 
shavings to ea.r thi'ir meals for there were no 
tabh'S «ir stools walking over ea<*h other in 


imssing in and out. “They lay there \ • 
wrote Major Davy of the R-.A.M.C., who 
called to tho camp, “and later on in n.. 
cases died there cheek by jowl with il, , 
fellow prisoners,” 

Most of the prisoners were half star\ ,j 
The British and French received ])arcels fi. 
home. Tice Russians received scarcely iUi\- 
tliing, and it was nothing unusual to 
crowd of them on their hands and knees in t},,. 
pit in which potato peelings w^ere thrown, 
struggling to find a stray potato or a piece 
rind with a little more potato on it than u.'^nal. 
Th(‘ prisoners of all nationalities were miserahlv 
clothed. Many of them had no boots at nil 
'rhus, out of 2<)0 British, only about .'JO had a 
pair of serviceable boots. One hundred who 
wt'n' bootless had to walk about with tlu'ir 
feet tied up in straw and rags or in blaiikc^t 
sli[)pers which they had mfule for themselves. 
Th(‘ir mixed clothing was ragged bits of B(*lgian, 
French or Russian uniforms ; their ovcrcoails 
had, as a rule, bt'en taken awoiy vvh(*n thiy 
were c*apturc*d. They were ims[)eakiibly tiltliy 
and swarming with vermin, being unable to 
keep tlHMusf'lves clean. Their gtiards, (lermnn 
X.F.O.’s, bullied them in a most- outrageous 
way, <lrivu*ng them about with kicks and blows. 

Early in Fe})ruary the Cerman authorities 



PARCELS FROM HOME, 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. -iab 



A SPORTS GROUND, BUT NO SPORT. 


\vr*r(' (‘n^a^<‘<l in killing as many lien as 
possible' in tlicir clothes, “ to the* mim)K‘rs 

clown n,s niiieli as possible.” as one ])iit it. 

The cloetoi-s nc'xt nn»rnin^ met, the* eam[) 
(*<»mmatiilai)l. Colonc*! lir'iiimc*!*, at the camp 
hospita-l. Ife was a man of c‘xtr(‘m(‘ly vioh'nl. 
tc'inpcT juid always brut al t owards t lie* ])risonc‘rs. 
.H<* treated t he*m, whati‘\e‘r the*ir nationality, 
ne)l as prise)ners of w ai-, but a,s me-n whe» laul 
c*arned a,nd were* tei rc'c-eive^ riK<»nnJ5^ puiiisli- 
me*nt. He* told tlie* doctors that if lhe‘y e)be‘ye‘d 
e»rde*rs a,nd did the*ir work wit head c*omplaininj^ 
the*y would })e' well trea.te‘d, l)ut if not- the*y 
we>uld be* punishe*d. ’^rhe*y saw' I )r. \\ e‘n/.il, the* 
< J(*rman Sta-ff doc*te»r e>f the* eamp, whei sheavc'd 
the*m a he)spitcd ve*rv mue*h <>ve‘re*rowde*d and a 
me*a^re* supf)ly of drues and dre*ssin^s, >ibout 
feair ourwe'S e>f c*pse»m salts a.nd three* e>r feair 
doze*n table*ts ea.eh of e|uinine*, aspirin a.nd 
e ale»me*l. The*ie* we*re, be sidc's, a do/.e-n or two 
baridaecs, an armful e)f pm/e* and lint (h‘e*ssin^s 
and a very small ease* e)f sur^e‘on’s inst rume*rd s. 
'This was tlie* hospital e*f juipme*nt . 

'!Vl>hus c*ame* anel tlie number eit e*ase^s 
mounte*d rapielly. At first the* fact that it, was 
typhus was not ele*arly (*stablisli(*fl, but a 
<*oinmission of (Je*rman debtors arrive'd and 
evide-ntly satisfied itself that the dise*as(3 was 
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he'eaine* le'arful t hat an (*piele‘mie was impending?, 
and doctors, tliemsedve^s prisoners of war four 
kre'iu' h,t hree Hr i t isli, and ejiie Russiai i -were ^ se ‘iii 
the eamp. Thre*e.' more* Kussia-n doctors e*,ame 
later. The^ thre*e liritisli w't*re* ^laicir P. i). T. 

1 )a\ y, ( 'a[)tain A. J. lirow^n and (Captain 8e*of t - 
Williams. The* Hritisli doctors were* liorrifie*d 
at what the*y saw. ^Tajor Davy, in de*scribinjz 
tin* scene* tej the* Hritish (le)ve’rnme*nt (.'oimnil t e*<* 
w rote* : 

Im tin* <’aiiip <»i» ttic day wc arrivc<l 

1 tad hoon struck by t)io coiiipl(*t<* silence every wlu-rc*. 
N lew prisoners w^cro .staiidinji or pacini' t o and fro, sinfj;ly 
<ni 1 III ^ronjis, in ctiniplclc tlcjcction aiul ajiathy. 'I'Iicto 
'^< 1 - no talking or lan^htt*r, nobody wa.s playing' ganie*s. 

I tr only sounds heard were brutally slioulcd ord<‘rs of 
the Maitries, wlio wen* closely posl<*<l in every flircction. 

in pas.sing from one? company to anothe*r, and 
e. iking to Ihti jirisoners, one could not but bt* struck 
l'\ the gaunt, liuntcd look tlu*y all bore. So niucli 
'Of tclKMln<*sH and sickness concent rale*d in such a small 
sucb a s<‘nsc' of the absence iif any sort of human 
‘ ' ling, made one? utterly shoekf*d and mis<*rahlc. It was 
"11 sadd<*r to sec that wdiat wa.-: all so hoirihlc to me i*i 
novelty bail for them become so inneh fiart ot their 
n* that they ae<’e*ptcd it almost without eomme*nt. 

Peiptaiii lirowii said that on e*ntering the* 
• urack room tlie* first time; the:* shejc'k he* re*cc*ive*d 
too awfid for words. He* found there* about 
of the most miserable htiman ejbje*ets he* 
' ^ ‘*1’ behold. ” Tlie; men were emae*iuted, ill 
"td, and dirty beyond de»seri[jtie>n, anti in nieist 
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^<^11111110 typhus. THc‘11 followed a dt'sertioii of 
tlio camp by tlio (bTrnaiis similar to tho 
cowardly flight from Witteiihorg. Iii two 
hours uot a (icrman was h'ft. Kvory Uennaii 
orderly disapp<'ared, as did Dr. Wenzil and 
Dr. Wenzirs assistant. The (h^iiian women in 
the prison kiteluMis disappeared, 'riie (German 
guards hnl baeU their tlogs, unloeking <n'<'ry 
giite of every eomptuuul and withdrawing 
heyoiid the outerm<»st barbed wire feiiee. TIh^ 
priseiu'rs <*oulil not at tirst inak<* out w hat hnd 
luippeiH'd. 

Later in the aftc*rnoon the Frencli, llussian 
and Knglish doctors were summoned to the 
oiitc'i* barbed wire to mec't tlie ('oinmandant . 
lie told them tliat tiu' eaiup was in ijuarantine, 
A sentry cordon had been drawn round it. 
N(>thiug ot any kind was to pass out. 'riie 
st'iitries had orders to shoot anyone who 
at tempt (‘d to It'ave. He Jield the doctors 
r<‘sponsibl<* foi the treatment of the sick, the 
di>ciplim‘ and good order of the cam]) and its 
gi'iu'ral internal arrangements. He or an of!ic*er 
would come to the same spot daily and would 
rectMve what re<|uisif ions and representations 
they had to nicke. A bell would be hung up 
outsidt' atui u|)on its being rung someone must 
go to the fence t»» reeei\'e ord<'i*s. 

'^riu* doctors did tlu'ir best. They had ])rtic- 
tically no drugs, no medical convenience's and 
not even the simplest in\’alid fart^. The same 
rations wen' served out by the Hermans for sick 


and well alike ; black bread, the weekly raw 
herring, and vegetable soup. 

Dr. Wenzil ran aw^ay in vain, for soon aftrr 
his departure he sickened and died from 
typhus, a victim, of his own neglect. A ik'w 
medical olheer was a])i)ointed, but he never 
came into the cam]), tuerely aceom[>anying the 
commamiant on liis ilaily interview', standing 
outside the cordon. A third (.Jerinan medical 
ol!ic<‘r was appointed later and then things 
began to mend. Suj)plies now" bc'gan to arri\»‘. 
Although the third man. Dr. Kranski, wa.s 
elderly, lie himself w'orked liard and did every* 
thing that he could to obtain supi)lies of 
medicines. l’'lK*se, however, still continued to 
be amazingly sliort. 

The epidemic lasted four months and there 
w'c're twci thousand cases, fortunately of a mil<l 
type, so that only 1,5 per cent, of those attackiul 
died. Among those who recovered very many 
had extremely bad sores, gangrene, large ulcer^ 
and other supi)urations demanding medical 
drt'ssings. Tliese dressings were not to be had. 

By the end of June the typhus htul burned 
itself out. To many of the prisoners' the relic t 
caused by the absence of the German guard' 
liad made the experiences through the epidemic . 
terrible as they tvere, appear like a ray of light. 
Tho doctors of different nationalities had d<ait' 
magnificently. They had been helped by 
French Roman Catholic priesta who w’crc 
prisoners and wdio volunteered to w’ork among^' 
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III, -ick. Eight of them controctod the diweasi' 
live died. Soldiers of all nationalities hatl 
lit i-.iically volunteered to act as nursing order- 
although they had to live among the cases 
<,f iiit’ection without any means of protecting 
iht niselves. Twenty-two of the attendants 
British. Twenty of these caught the 
<|is« a.>e and two of the twenty died. ThtMv^ wert‘ 
sixteen doctors in the camj) ; tw<*lve took the 
fevir and two died. The doctors of each 
nationality could not speak too highly of the 
devotion of their colleagues from other lands. 

'I'he (h‘rman commandant on his daily visits 
to th(* outer wires expressed no regret and 
sliowed no sympathy or inteivst, but tot)k 
lip an attitude of detachment- and ev'en of 
j lost i lit y. From the outset he did his utmost to 
< riish down the prisoners. Thus some football 
matches were promoted by the doctors, at first 
with balls made with rags. Thtxse were* 
|)r()inptly forbidden. Then the British docttirs 
started boxing amongst the men who wt^re well. 
Major Davy was severely reprimanded for this 
and the boxing had to cease. 

About the same time there was an epidt»nii(^ 
at Stendal, where the experiences were v(‘ry 
similar. When tyjihus broke out the (lerman 
guards and doctors tied, leaving French and 
Russian doctors with the sick within a barbed- 
uire enclosure. The conditions at Stendal, the 
l>rutality, the harsh punishments, the abomin- 


able fo()d, and the abs<*nee of proper medical 
treatment or medi(*al supplies, were such that it 
would be diftieult to convey any atlequate 
impression of thc»m. The prisoners were reduct'd 
to desperation. Tlieir midday ration was what 
wjis called potato soup, a filthy det^cx^tion with 
herrings’ heads fk>ating in it aiul smelling of 
rt)tfeii fish. Oiu' day the Fren<‘h prisoners 
refust'tl ,fh(' soup, which wm.s unusually bad, 
.According to Dr. Kiba.d('au- Dumas, who was 
sc'iit with otJier tioctots to Stendal, these 
firisoners wt‘re tltt»n inadt* to staml motionless 
in twH) row's for a (*ouple of hours ; afterwards 
they wt're pla-ct'd in a barbi‘d \vire t'liclosurt' 
with some sixty prisoners from Wit tt'iibt'rg 
suspt'cted ol typhus. During th(* epidtunit^ 
st'veral of the Ert'iieh and Kussian mt'dical iim'ii 
fell victims. X’^ery little was doin' until the 
disease bi'gan to spn*ad outside a.inong the 
(ierinan [>eopl<'. 1’hen tin* (Jermans look some 
measures to tr(*at it. 

Epidemics <)f ('xamat lions typhus broki* out 
also at La.ngensal/ia and at ( ’asscl-N'ied- 
zwehri'n, produced solely by the dc'liberato 
bringing togetlu'r of jirisoiK'rs of different 
nationalitie^s, including Kussia-ns, who wi're 
wt'll known to be carrying the (contagion. W hen 
protests* w'crt' made the (h'rrnan authoritii's 
sarcastically remarkc*< I that “ the Allii's must 
learn to know’ one aiu)ther.” Some (Jerman 
floctors proti'sted against this. Tin* c‘oin- 


' '1 ‘ 



convalescents and suspected cases of infection waiting in the 
HAIN while their clothes were being DISINFECTED: LANGENSALZA. 
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in iTidiint of crtrnp snifl ; “That is my 

wry of fi^htinK tho war.” ':rho nasrs of typhus 
ivt ( ’assol wore' <*sliinafc*d at tc^ii thousand, 
irirliahri^ two llioiisnnd eJeaths. 

At ScluK-idorniifil, in Poson, a \ory largo 
<M»Mp liolding mostly Kussian prisoners, tliere 
< ame a hatoJi of P,ritisli. 1'hesi‘ were left, for 


fell in tr>rrents, and rain w'as followed by , 
eold. The^y tried to t^rect turf huts for tli. i 
selv(»s to find some shelter. There were n/,,. ^ 
wounded men among them, and these recti 
the scant iest possible treatment and in 
eases no treatment at a.ll. 

Hy November, 1914, when floods 
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it forinight to sh(‘l(er themsc'Ivc's us ^^^•ll a-; 
they could in holes in the gr(mn<i, then tlu‘y 
\\<*re mov(‘d to wooden barracks. 'riu‘y wen' 
vermin stricken n.ud had no means of k('<'ping 
<‘li‘an. 'Their clothes were scanty and i‘V<‘n 
their boots were takt'ii from them and sabots 
given in th**ir place. Ihit for the fact that, 
their Kussian eomrad«*s in misfortune took 
pity on them many <»f the men must havi* died, 
'(''here ('iuiu* an outhn'iik of typhus hen* brought 
on by starvation a.nd filth. It was followed 
by an epidemic of eholeni.. Fourteen linndred 
riK'ii died from t v phus and in one compound 
aloiu* dic'd from c'holera. Among theese 

who dic'd wc'i'c' t \\ c'uty-oiu* British soldiers. 
'The' ({c'rman doc'tors dc*s(*rted this c‘amp. Some 
Kussian doctors, notably Dr. Popoff, wen* lc*ft, 
but thc'v wc*rc' not prov idc'd with t*ven the most 
c'lemc'iitary nu-'dieinc's. 'The* c'pidemies ran 
t hc'ir eoni'M'. 

At Mindt'n about 1 Fivneh soldiers and 

a fc'w sc*on' of mc'ii of othc*r natiems, including 
some' British c^ivilian prisonc'rs, \\c*rc^ turned out 
on a strc'teh of lieath surroundt'd by a wiie 
c'nc'losure. Thc'n* was absolutc'lv nothing <»n 
if to shelter thc'in. They were shut in, as <>ne 
of the prisonc'rs said, “like' cattle' turned out 
to graze'.’ 'They remainc'd there fur ten 
wc'cks. 'Their food was very scanty. Kain 


followed by frost, tlu' c'ondition of the prisoner^ 
was pitiable indc'c'd. Thc'y rc'inainc'd in the' v>jM‘n 
until Nov’C'inbc'r i2l>, when barracks which had 
bc'c'n built for tlu'in were' completed. 

'Tlu* s])ring c>f 1 0 1 (> saw, however, a gradual 
imprccvc'inc'nt in the* conditions of the* prisone r^ 
in many c'amps. For this the* c'hief crc'dit \>a> 
due* to ]Mr. (k'rard, the American Ambassador. 
]VIr. ( h ‘rare I and liis o.ssistant.s were f irek s'^ in 
their efforts to better things. At flic* begin 
ning the commandants of some* camps tric'd to 
<lec»eive tliem by c'hanging men from htu\ 
cjuarters tcj good immediately before the vi"! 
tors came, or by hanging carcases of meat 
outside the kitchens to giv^e tlie imjacs-ioii 
that the })risoners were being well fcxl. ^1^- 
(Jerard and his assistants met this by v isit icg 
ma.ny camps unannounced. They ah\.‘>^ 
asked feer pc'rmission to talk to the prisen'i" 
alone, out.side the hearing of a German ofli' '• 
They invited complaints. At times they li ' ^ 
with stubborn oppe^sition from tlu'. (kru. 
cjtticc'rs ; somc'times they w^ere refused ]' '' 
mission to see particular cases of men who ‘ 
allegt'd to be ill-treated. But there can h‘ ' 
doubt that for a considerable time, while* < 
many was anxious to placate American opie 
Mr. Gerard .secured great improvements. 
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I hus at ParsJiiin, a can^p describod oarlior 
ill lit* war as bniiig as bad ais anywliero, tin' 

,1 were so cluiiigod by llio soinint'r of 

l‘.)hi that the outlook for the prisoners there 
vx , j titirely different. \N*itteii)K*rg, tlie eainip 
4 )\ liniTor-^, Wiis given a fresh eoinmiiiuhinl 
.,.,,1 h<‘t ter methods. Sc'niielagt'i* was tnins- 
f,,iiii('d out of knowU'dgi^. Ihit ev«'u in the 
|,r-t of tin' ei\mps the eondition of the ]>risoners 
(•.mid seaireely faxil to be am uuhjip[>y one. 

• sitting here,'’ stiid Mr. CJerard hUer on 

to ;i!i audienee in New York, “ c'ainnot inuigine 
the horror of living two tind ai half ya'ars in a 
Cc rinan prison camp. I know because I sjuv.” 

Mr. (rorard, speaking in New York in April, 
ltU7, n'lated some incidents which shed a vivid 
light on the conditions of the men. lie said 
that on one occasion the Xorth Oernian (kizetU' 
slated that a number of inhabitants t)f a North 
berman town had been found guilty and stMi- 
hiK'od to varying torins of imprisonment for 
improper and unpatriotic coiuluct towanls to make a r(‘])i»rt on the mattt r. Ylie consul 

[)risoners of war and that their names ha< I luMMi sent back word that a trainload of Canadian 

{nil)iished an<l thomselvos oxpos(Ml to shame prisoners of wa.r was being taken thro\igh the 

tliat their falsity jiiight be made known to town when it was touiul neiu*ssary to |)ut the 

g( nerations of Cormans to como. (U>od,” said train on a siding Some of th(^ prisoiun's let the 

Mr. (Icrard to himself, “at last some of tht'so pc'ople who had galhere(| euriously round them 

(JeFinaiis are to bo punishovl for maltreating know that they were starving and thirsty. Plm 

prisoners of war ! ” townspeople therou[)on gave them food and 

Me directed the American con.sul iii that town drink, and that was the criiuv^ for which they 




BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR IN GERMANY WITH NURSES, 
Photographed after a medical examination at Konstanz. 
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Wcjre imprisoned and hdid up to obloquy. 
“ I Imd seen small boys,” said Mr. (lorard, 
“ with Oermaii simplicity and ijpiorance, march* 
iiiK" about th(5 prison camps armed with bows 
and a^fo^vs and shooting arrows tipped witli 
nails at the prisoiu^rs, but 1 ha<l not previously 
heard anything (pjitt; like this. I IukI read in 
history that at the beginning of the Kidorma- 



BLANKENBURG WAR PRISON. 

tion Martin Lutlas* naihsl liis tlu%sis to 
the door of tlu^ Cathedral. After this you 
know whom I would likt^ to have naihsi to 
that door.” 

Mr. (h'rard w(‘nt on to tell h(»w in one eatnp 
where tluM’e was typhus feV(*r among th(‘ 
Kussians the (h^nnaus placed KnglisJi tind 
hVcaich prisoners with tliem in the typhus camp, 
declaring that all th(‘ Allies slioukl stick 


together, thus condemning numbers of tin li, u, 
certain death. 

At another camp I visited they had trained 
sheep dogs to bite the British, and when the j,|, 
wont through the camp they look* trained dog. 
them, and it w’as seldom the animals failed to bite Hi . - i, 
holdiers. I complained in Berlin about the luiuo, 
and for a long time my complaint was unocifi ,,i 
Nothing was done until 1 told the Commandant th n 
I was a very good pistol .shot and that 1 was tlnnkni. 
about going out shooting so?ne trained dogs and (.j,, . 
what they would do about it. Shortly afterward. iIil- 
Commandant \vas removed. 

In some of the oHicer camps the provision u.p 
the comfort of the prisoners was reasonahlv 
adequate. One of the best of those was at 
JMankenburg, a few miles out of Berlin. Hci,. 
tlu're were 110 fiOiei^rs, of whom nine w.iv 
British, d’ho building was a foiir-storcyed hous,-, 
heated tliroiighout and lighted by gas and hn.il 
bium formerly used as a Home for Goiitk'woiiH-n 
It was surrounded liy w(*ll-kept. groimds, m 
whieli a tennis court had just Ikmui built, 
'riuuc' w(‘re several moderately furnisheil )uc''s 
and recreation rooms and a terraci‘ used for 
afternoon tea. Th(^ oldm* oflicers wen? given 
single rooms and wore usually attended l)v 
♦British orderlies. ()fli(*ers below the nuik et 
major oeiuipietl the Iarg(?r rooms, not more tlmii 
ten in any one room, the bods being arranged in 
pairs oiu? above the other. There wtTc baths 
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, t^ach floor and a general wash-room for tlio 
. 4 - of junior officers. The prisoners wore 
i,} lowed to remain in the garden until 6 p.ni., 
. 01(1 in the open-air coiu*t of the building until 
dark. Lights were turned out at 10 o’clock, 
and junior officers liad to rise at seven in the 
morning. Smoking was permitted generally, 
[t was reported that the coinmandant was 
[ntercsted in his work and evidently he did all 
(hat he could to make the conditions agreeable. 


officers and men flie more brutal commandants 
were changed. Bathing facilities were pro- 
vided. The men wore allowed to play football 
and in some camps to smoko. 

This g(*ncral temporary improvement did not, 
however, prevent a vast amount of suffering. 
In some <‘ases, wlieu friendly relations began to 
be established between guards and the prisoners, 
the (ierman authorities eensureil the guards. 



FRENCH PRISONERS RETURNINC' 

In another camp at Kronacb, in Bavaria, 
the senior Ifritish oflie(‘r devised various 
schemes to giv'e his juniors certain duties which 
keep them occupied every day. Lawn 
was pra(‘tically compulsory for all in a 
coiuhtion to play. Several oflicers had taken 
uj) gardening. There were tjpport unities for 
bowling, and after a time the British otfieers 
'‘'ere allowed to tajeo frequent walks into tli(J 
n» ighbouring country. Further, the onU*ers 
^'*Te allow'od to u.se the open-air town swimming 
■ uhs under parole in summer time. Thc‘y law! 
■\<<‘kly religious s(*rvi(*es. There were many 
"Ksical instruments in their camp and general 
‘ 'Usidoration was shown to them, 
hi many of thc^ camps for non-eommissioit«sl 


FROM SHOPPINO IN RERLIN. 

Mr. (Uu’urd. in u, report in November, IhKh told 
how »it tliii camp at Sinl-Kdew^s liter-Moor, in 
Oldenburg, tlie> eomuiJi.ndM.nt lui'l eoiniihiiiied 
that hi- had diflieulty in preventing stune of tlio 
guards from being tot) t-asy-going with tho 
prisoners. In order to mala^ the guards more 
attentiv e, a pri/.e was offc-risl to t hi' hrst. who 
should slaiot Ji jirisuiK-r who went into tlie pro- 
hibited zone betwt-en the wires surrounding tlio 
t-ainp. Hit* attention of the superior military 
authorities at Hanover was at once ealltnl to 
this, and thc-y disapprov(*d of and revaikial tho 
ordc-r. .Another exjunjib; of tho temper of some 
of thc^ (jJernuui authorities was related in tho 
Jjf'itfurfie tinff in .lanuary, B)17. Ao- 

eording to this paper, Ilindenburg was visiting 
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a hospital on the Western front. There were 
some wounded ofTieers there, and they 

wf*re being tended by a nurse who spoke 
English well, havuiig been 11 years in England. 
He angrily ordtTed her to be taken away. “ I 
am umvilling,” he said, that the English 
shoiiM be better tnuited here than my brave 
soldiers w'ho have the misfortune to bo English 
war prisoners.” The remark showed that the 
Marslial was misinformed about British methods. 
Not f)nly weni the (lermans treated in hospital 


in tho camp at Doberitz, and that after working; in • 
wet he had no means of drying his clothes and rw iM 
get no underclothes. The men were covered wit If h. 

In July, 1915, he got rheumatic fever through 
on daily fatigue duty, getting wot through, and ha\ii, 
no change. Ho was sent to hospital, and after five 
was convalescent, and was sent to another camp PfiH. -i 
Dyrotz, about seven kilometres from Diiberitz. He 1 ..i 
to carry all his kit on the march, and broke down umJ 
was never well after that. A little later ho was put 
into hospital at Doberitz, whore he had no troatiupjif 
at all and ha<l to depend upon an English j)risofi,M 
one of the patients. 'J'hey had no drugs. When h.l 
arrived in this country ho was in an advanced stag.' of 
consumption and extremely emaciated, and he diod 



t.ho same as Britisli solcliors, but ovory 
effort was inatlo to find nurses who spoke 
German for them, official interpreters w^cro in 
attendance, and tho orderlies were provided 
with small conversation books in order that they 
might readily understand the requirements of 
their prisoner patients. 

One C4tse that caused much indignation in 
England was that of Private Tully, of the Royal 
Marines. Tully was captured at Antwerp, at the 
beginning of the ww — a big, strong man. He w^as 
retiirne<l to England in February, 1916, and after 
lingering a fortnight died at Millbank Haspital. 

Mr. Herbert Samuel, in answ’er to a question 
in the House of Commons, said : - 
It appears from his statements that he was confined 


hospital a fortnight after his arrival. The ISledical 
Board, who reported upon his condition, stated that it 
was due to exposure and insufficient food and clothing 
whilst a prisoner in Germany. 

The trial of Roger Casement, in tho sumnuT 
of 1916, on a charge of high treason served to 
bring vividly before the British- public the 
constancy of the Irish soldier prisoners «>f 
war. The story, already well knowm and de-iIi 
with in an earlier chapter, of Casement’s 
attempts to wdn over the Irish was related in 
court by various Irish returned prisoners of 
war. It was told how tho Irish prisoners, attrr 
refusing to act as traitors, had been punished b> 
having Russians introduced into their rank^. 
and how one of them had been transferretl to 
another camp for punishment. Only about 
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jij, n hacl been induced to join Casement. Of 
(}„ se only one was thought fit to go to Ireland 
w it li him when he attempted to start a rebellion. 
'I lit-i one man pleaded that he had joined to see 
if he could escape from Germany. 

'rhcro was an unfortunate sequel to the 
Cast^inent affair. Two Irish prisoners at Lim- 
]j^n.^_-.the camp where Casement had made liis 
( hief effort — ^Moran and Dewlin by name, wore 
slu)t by German sentries. The German plea 
was that the men htui attacked their sentries ; 
tlic British evidence wont to show that they 
were shot because they had refused to join 
Casement’s Irish Brigade. 

The two chief compla'nts made by the 
prisoners were about food and punisliment.s. 

British prisoners were universally agreed 
tliat the food served to thorn was insufficient in 
quantity and very bad in quality. The food 
varied very much in different camps. Thus 


the bread ration was a little over J lb. per man 
per day in some camps and 14 ozs. per man in 
others. There were places where even the 
half-pound ration was not reached. In some 
camps it was. made of wholesome wheatineal 
and rye, while in others it was adulterated 
with potato flour and was exceedingly heavy, 
sour and almost uneatable. In numbers 
of camps the official ration was bread each 
morning with a bowl of coffee made from 
acorns and without sugar or milk. At noon the 
prisoners were given a dish of soup intwie from 
potato flour, horse beans, soya flour, sometimes 
with the addition of a powerfully smelling 
siin-driecl fish, sometimes with a minimum of 
iiieat, sometimes none at all. In the evening 
more ijoffeo or soup was served. 

Other camps did better than this. At (hessen 
the authorities printed a weekly bill of faro on 
the prisoners’ letter paper. It was as follows : — 


WAR PKISONKKS’ CAMP, GIKSSKN. 


A WEKK’S BILL OF FARE. 
Sunday. 

Bi-oakfiwt ; Coffee and sugar. 

Coffee 

Sugar ... ... ... ... 

Dinner : Boef, potatoes an<l white cabbage. 

Beef 

i*otato(^s 
White cabbago 

Supper : Beans, starch meal, margarine and potatoes, 
Field beans 
Starch meal 
Margarine .. 

Potatoes 


Monday, 

Jin-ukfast ; Coffee and sugar. 

(’offoe 

Sugar 

Dinner: Bacon, potatoc.s and beano. 
Bacon 
J*otnto:^s 
iieans 

Supper : Herring and potatoes. 

Dnc Herring 
l*«)tatoes 


5 

20 

30 

750 

150 


(iOO 


'Tuesday. 

O^ffee and sugar. 


Jheakfast 

Coffee ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 

Sugar ... ... ... ... ... ... 20 

Dinner: Pork, potatoes and cabbage. 
i*ork ... ... ... ... ... 100 

Potatoes ... ... ... ... ... ... 750 

Dabbage- ... ... ... ... ... ... 300 

•''Upper : Beans, starch meal, margarine and potatoes. 
Pield beans ... ... ... ... ... 100 

Starch meal ... ... ... ... ... 20 

Margarine ... ... ... ... ... ... 20 

Potatoes ,,, ... ... ... ... ... 200 

y 

\V ednesday. 

Breakfast : Potato. flour, starch meal and margarine. 
Potato meal ... ... ... ... ... 30 

Starch meal ... ... ... ... ... 60 

Margarine ... ... ... ... ... ... 10 


DaII.Y ; 300 ORAMS OF BREAD. 

Dinner : Potato meal, potatoes, moat andVogotables. 


K*-. 


gr. 

Meat 

.30 

5 

Potato flour 

... 100 

20 

Pot^it-oes 

... 600 


Dried v<^gf‘tables ,,, 

40 

120 

Supper; Rice, sugar and dried fruit. 


750 

Rico ... 

... 100 

300 

Sugar 

... 40 


Dried fruit ... 

50 

100 

Thursday. 


20 

Breakfast : l’()et)a, sugar ami starch meal. 


20 

Cocoa 

30 

200 

Sugar 

40 


Amy him 

20 


Dinner: Salt meat, sauerkraut ami potatoes. 

Salt meat ... ... ... ... ... ... 100 

Sauerkraut ... ... ... ... ... ... 250 

Potatoes ... ... ... ... ... ... 000 

Supper : H<*rring and potulmvs. 

One herring ... ... ... ... ... — 

rotat«X3s . . ... ... ... ... ... 000 

Friday. 

Hrf'akfast ; I’offoe and siiv^ar. 

Coffee ... ... ... ... ... 5 

Sugar ... ... ... ... ... ... 20 

Diniioj : Salt tisli, potatoes ami souj) flavouring. 

Salt fish ... ... ... ... ... ... 150 

Potatoes ... ... ... ... ... ... 750 

Soup flavouring ... ... ... ... ... 10 

SuppcT : Cheesfi ami potatoes. 

(’lii'eso ... ... ... ... ... ... 120 

Potatoes ... ... ... ... ... ... 600 

Saturday. 

Br'eakfast : Potato-flour, starch meal ami inurgaririo. 
Potato floiir ... ... ... 30 

Starch meal ... ... ... 60 

Margarine ... ... ... ... 10 

Dinner : Bacon, potatoes ami beans. 

Bacon ... ... ... ... 30 

Potatoes ... ... ... •*. 750 

Beans ... ... ... ... 166 

Supper : Rice, Sugar and Driotl Fruit. 

Dried fruit ... ... ... 60 

Rice ... ... ... ... ... 100 

Sugar ... ... ... ... 40 


160—3 
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According to this remarkable list (100 grams 
.^•.■>274 ozs.), the prisoners received lOi^ o/.s. 
oi bread a day, coffee with sugar for breakfast, 
a (liunor on alternate days of \ lb. of meat or its 
( tjuivalent, 1 lb. 10 ozs. of potatoi's, and lOA ozs. 
oi iab)>age, with smaller quantities of meat on 
nili<‘r (la\^s : and a supper of ozs. of beans, 
7 U/.S. of potatoes, starch iniuil and margarine* 
(ir equivalent substitutes. 

I'his reads excellently on paper. Ihit the 
Ibitish prisoner in Germany received nothing 
like this, save in exceptional cases. The uni- 
vtM’sal complaint of men when they came back 
was of starvation when they had to depend on 
their oftieial diet. l^r. Taylor, an American 


Punishment varied in the ditfereiit camps. 
The slightest attiMupt at insubordination wivs 
ruthlessly stainped out. Prisoners caught at 
ti'inpting to escaj)e were senti'iici'd to terms 
of imprisiinment. 'J'hi* most humiliating 
thing to the British prisoners was the fre(|uency 
aiul the degrading nature* of the* minor punish* 
ments. Thi* G<‘rman non-eonimissioiu*d oflice'r 
piaceMl oven* the*m, ae‘e*ustomc'd to rule* his own 
mtni in many e*ase\s by occasional appenils to 
physical vioIeiu*e, eliel not sen> why he* stiould 
not do the* sajne with nu're' prisoiun*s of war. 

'rhe're w< i<* beatings, e'flitial and unotlie'iak 
Sometime'S rubbeT pipe's we*re> use'd, I In' mem 
be'ing lu'ld down by four guards e>ver a barivl. 



BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AT 

naMlical man who examined officially the? eliet 
et the* civilian prisone?rs at Kuhl(*be*n, stated 
tlwit seane of the fe)e)el was bad, and added, 
“ I’he feioel provkleel anel serveel during the 
wiM'k of the? survey was imt suflicie*nt in any 
dirt‘ction te> pre>viele nejurishment fejr the? 3,700 
e*oncerned, hael the^y beM*n entirely ele?peni- 
deiLt on it.” 

rhe British authorities re?eogfd'zi*d the insuffi- 
^'ic'ne'y of the German diet, and arrange'd for the? 
>‘gular dispatch of parcels frc^in England. 

men under punishmen*, eir whej hael 
ini'iirreel in any way the displemsure eif the' 
^'‘‘riiians, were not allowed to receive the?se? 
pjirceds. The lot of many other Allied prisemc'rs 
'dio were dependent for many months on the* 
^’‘•rinan official supplies was often exceedingly 
I ' ‘ t iable. 


WORK AT TELTOW. NEAR BERLIN. 

One? familiar ( Jerman punislime*iit was to tie 
me*ii up to stakes or t re*e*s in the* ope*n for a c<*r(aiii 
iiumbe?r eif hours. This might he* (‘ompara* 
tive'ly inihl or exe*e?edingly se've'n* at the? will e)f 
the* aut horitie's. Sack ilrill wa.s a dise-iplinary 
memsure*, a sack weighing about 30 pounds 
be'ing faste^neMl em a j)!*isoiu‘r's hae*k. and ho 
being eompe»lle?el tc) run around with it ha* four 
quarte^rs e)f an hour succe?ssively, with inte*rvals 
of twe> minute's for re*st. Seilitary e;onfinc‘m<'nt 
in a dark e'ell was commeaily useel. Punish- 
ments like? thf'se* we're inflieted for such minor 
breachf?s e>f dise;ipline as smejking at wrong 
times or failing to salute? properly. 

The mejst amazing tales of punishments e*amo 
from RihSHian, French, Belgian anei Serbian 
pri.soners. Many of them after their rt?turn 
gave* eleseriptions of the sand bath, a tea'fure 
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worthy of the Middle Ages. A man would bo 
stripped and put in a bath. A German N.C.O. 
would rub him hard w^ith a very hard brush anti 
sand, hitting him with the brush until skin w'as 
rubbofl away and Vdood drawn. 

Anotht^r form of torment w'as the Tuikish 
bath. This was mainly applied to men who 
refuKtid to do munition w'ork. Various escaped 
French and Itussian prisoners gave similar 
accounts of it. The man would be sliut in a 
.vtTy hot room until at the j)oint of fainting. 
Thtui lit^ would be dragged out and thrown, 
with little or nothing on, into the open air, 
Homclimes into the snow. This would be rc- 
peuden] at intervals for some wet^ks. 

“ Only after 45 days of this treatment,” .said 
two Fr(*nc)i infantrymen, Maurice and Emile 
JjeV)ris, of Havre, who eseap(*d in the summer 
of 1917, ” were the men w'ho refused to yield 
returned to (‘amp. They came back only to die 
shortly afti^rwards of galloping consumption.” 

Jn tlie Fr(‘ncl> ( hn’erurnent r(‘port on 
PrisoiH'rs of War, published in November, 191(5, 
som<» ingenious forms of using the stake punish* 
inent w(*re described. At Kiinigsbruck, the 
culprit, wlum ti(Ml to the triH) or post, touched 
the ground only witli his toes. At Steiidal, 
the stake was not driven into the ground, 
but the j)risoner liad to carry it on his 
btK'k. with his arms bound to it, the heavw 


end being uppermost. At Sennelager th»‘f. 
W’as a punishment called the “ roof,” when an 
offender w’a.s hoisted on a tarred roof un^j 
exposed tliere in the sun for hoiurs. 

At first, military prisoners w^ere in mauv 
camps kept in comparative idleness, having litt 1«^ 
to do save the regulation camp duties. This; 
idleness w’as so severe a trial that many of tl)cin 
volunteered for farm and other work. PrisonciN 
employed on farms had, in many cases, the most 
t'lidurable lot of any. Tliey had comparative 
freedom, they lived in the open air, they oftf n 
e.stablished agreeable relations with the farrner\s 
families, and while their lot w^as vc^ry far from 
one to be envied, it often presented a great con- 
trast to that of others still in the prison camps. 

The economic aspects of the eini)lo3nnent of 
prisoner labour on the land wore described by 
Mr. Gerard after his retiu*n to America: 

'riio prisoners are leased out or sent out to farms \t ry 
much as convicts are sent out in the south. Kor instance, 
the proprietor of a farm vjjoes to tlio corps commander of 
his district and asks for a certain number of prisoners 
of war to bo allotted to him. These are furnished, 
and he is given an allowance of 6^d. per day to pay 
for their food, and ho is re<iuired to pay them only 7d 
per day for their labour. 

That lias had a very injurious result in prolonging 
the war, because tho influential class in Germany is 
the class of county squires, or junkers. They live 
on tho products of their estates. Since tho war they 
have obtained for their protluco five to six times inoro 
than in peace time and they have had the labour per- 
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BRITISH PRISONERS- OF WAR IN GERMANY SETTING OUT FOR WORK. 


fori . by prisoners of war at 7«i. a day. This has 
(’n*a f(l a lar^^o class of people who are intcn‘sto<l i 
coiit riuin ;4 'var and a chvss that has most or all 
to do with the government of the country. One nows- 
|>apf‘r published tin article calling attention to this fact. 
It was shortly afterwards suppressed for three days. 
That is their method of censorship. 

(Iradurtlly the (iorman authorities eaiii(‘ to 
si‘i* tlu^ ]K).ssi})ilitios of utilizing prisoin'r-of-war 
liibour to the full. Men were drafted in ever 
ifiereasing numbers to mint's, factories and, 
finally, to the man ufaet tire of munitions. No 
ohjt'ction would have been raised to the 
(h'rmans employing their prisoners under fair 
eonditions in such work as road-making, 
timber felling, agriculture or the like. But 
the Hague regulations distinctly forbade the 
utilization of prisoner-of-war labour for the 
manufacture of weapons, munitions, etc. This 
provision was after a time openly violated. 
J^ritish, French, Russian and other prisoners 
were forced to construct tnmehes, to make 
uiiinitions, and the like. The eonditions of 
labour imposed upon them were of the 
severest kind. Tn me.ny cases the men were 
housed miserably aw^ay from the prison camps : 
they were roused soon after four in the morning 
and w'ere kept at work from 5 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
Their conditions, the discipline over them, and 
their treatment made their lot worse than that 
of slaves. 


A now stage in punislunents was begun. Tho 
crime of n'fusing to work was dc'alt with 
<lrastieally. Two instruct ions, for the eamf> at 
Wittenbi'rg were puhlisluMi in an ofliicial report 
in the simmuT of 11)10. The first, signed by the 
Commandant, was posted up in thn camp ; 

Notice in hereby given tluil on uS'iihuI to work the 
giuinl have bcoii directed in the future, if oeeasioii 
arises, to inid<e use cif their weapons. 

The second was a paragraph in th(» instruc- 
tions giv(‘n to the guards theins(*lv<*s ; 

The guards are cspefially enjoiiieil energf*! ieally to 
keop tho prisoiuTs at work. Should the attilndr^ of tho 
prisoner iloniand tho u.so of the weapon, thi.s .shoiihl bo 
employed without roganl to eoiisotpieni'es. In the tirst 
place, tho bayonet only is to bo einfiloyiMl. 

That this was no empty threat wivs shown 
in various cases. \V' here the guards did not take 
immodiato action other punishments were 
waiting. American oflicial visitors to Dyrotz, 
in April, 10 10, found that six men, including omi 
corporal, had been returned from a working 
camp to the war camp charged with dilatory 
work. They had been placed in eonfinement 
for seven days, with bread and water except on 
the fourth day, when they ha<l full camp ration. 
Tho men sail, when cfuestioned, that as far as 
they could see they were punishe<l because tlu^y 
had been unable to do the amount of work 
demanded — namely, two men to unload a car 
in a day. 
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They were robbed of their overcoats 
iiful never given oven a change of clothes. 
I’liey were brutally ill-used in many resj^ects 
ivml a good many of them had died. 

bord Newton’s words were based on the 
statement of throe men of tho Dorsets who 
wrve captured in front of Beaumont Hamel 
oil January 11, 1917, and who escaped in th(' 
following April. 

Their company raided a sector of the ( Serman 
liiK* and captured two dug-outs. Soon after- 
wards it was surrounded by a <!onsiderabIe 
fi^irce of Germans, who seized about eighty 
rank and file and one officer. The mc'ii were 
tiiken to Cambrai. Here they found Indwecm 
:inO and 400 other British prisoners, some 
captured as early as November, 1910. They 
\v<*re working belli nd the German linos af 
'freseault, and were absolutely isolated. They 
w(‘rt? allowed to write post cards, but these w<a*(‘ 
midently destroyed by their guards, for they 
never rcMudied home. 

In mid -January, 100 prisoners were sent as 
a working party to Krvillers, where they were 
put to road -making six miles behind the 
(h-rman lines. They were housed in a large hut. 

“ Our food,” said two of the men whcj esc^aped, 
‘‘consisted of a ejuarter loaf of (h'rman black 


bread (about 1 lb.) a diiy. eoffeo without sugar 
ami milk, iu the early morning and again at 
4.30, and thin sou]> at mid-day. The (Jonnaa 
soldiers wctc given for their rations a whole 
loaf a day, good thick soup with beans and 
meat in it, eotfes', jam and sugar, two cigars 
and threes eigarcJtes a day. Nobody* lu^re 
received any parec'Is or letters. " They, of 
c?oursc‘, could imt, for <‘veii the* fac*t that they 
were* alive had not hc^en notitied. Th(\v stayed 
at h’rvi I l<>rs hir four wec'ks. “ \\’e uev't^r saw 
the Commandant. A non -com missioned 
otticer was iu charge* of us.*’ 

Aftc*r a moiitli they were* sc'iit to Sauehy- 
JA'str(!>e, about 12 mil<‘s behind the lines. 
There wi^re about tSO or 90 now the' rest had 
fallen ill. “They had dysentiTy from cuitiiig 
bad swedevs, which they had picked iifi in the 
fields, and they wen^ also sufTiTing from 
starvation." 

Herc^ the* sa.mt^ farcer of writing pest cards 
that, were newta* ch‘livc*r<*d was re[)(*at<Hl. .Mt»n 
who had writtcsi at intervals during four months 
had waitcsl vainly for rt*pli(*s. Tlieir isolation 
c*an he imagined. Parcels, food, clothing, 
books, all the* glimpses of rc‘iief that reardi most 
prisoners, wen^ dcMiicMl th(‘m. Their friends at 
hornet were? hJ’t to )>eli«‘\'e them d<*ad. 



BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR IN GERMANY TREErFELLING. 
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** W<i n<*vor ^ivvn any rlntlies, mid liael 

to work, Jivo and sloop in tho samo garinonts,” 
said tho rnon. “ VW wc^ro not ovc*n ^ivon a. 
shirt. Wo arrivoci liaok in tho British linos in 
tho sam<^ iiiiiforins in which wo woro oa[)turod, 
and in whioli w(* had wf>rkod in all woath<^rs, 
rain anfl sun. 'I’ln'ro won^ no moans of drying 
thorn, and wJion wo got w(‘t wo had to sloop in 
our wot tilings.’^ 

in liino llios<* wlio woro loft — thoro woro only 
(it) now woro sont to Saiiohy-( hiuohy. Jlard 
work, iiisiidioiont food and f^xposiiro had 


Oorinany told how thoy had soon thoir m, , 
brought hack from tho prison camps on \\ 
wostorn front. Then some men who got aw .. 
from Ilameln told how thoro had arrived tlw > 
during March 30 British sohliors all 
weak that they liad to bo carried to th(^ oaii j) 
hospital. I'lieir appearance caused con‘>t< f 
nation among tho prisoners already (hri. 
They woro living skeletons. They ravcsiou^l, 
clutched at food ofTori'd them. 

“ J never saw men look so bad as tliey di-i. 
ovtm after they had been in hospital," sairl oii. 



RUSSIAN FRISONKRS OF WAR AT DOBERITZ DRAWING A CART. 


removt'd lu'arly half. At Siiuohy-naiiohy food 
and tn'atmont showed some improvenuMit. 
Tlu* men wt'ri" housi'd in a disustsl brick kiln. 

'Thret' men saw a ehan<*o for liberty. One 
night they <lropped outside llu' kiln, slipped 
past tho siuitries, and made westwards, guitled 
by tilt' flash of tlu' lU’itish guns. They cros.sotl 
tlie CltTinan trtMiches to the British lines, 
wht'rt» tht'v wt‘rt' rt'Ot'ivt'd by the Australians. 
The corpt)ral, who weighed thirteen stone at 
(lie time he wiis captured, weighetl only eight 
stone when ht^ got back. Anti he liail to be 
carried in a stretcher before the ^Fetlioal Btiard. 

Other prisoiu^rs escaping from camps in 


British private who esea.])(Ml from this district 
in May, 1917. “ We fellows could hardly c<!t 

our own food wlitui wt^ saw them.” 

Tn time th(\v recovered sulliciently t'> 
their experit'iices. Some liad b M*n capturt'd «»u 
the Sommt' in July, IDlti. Instead of bt'inu" 
sont to CJerniany they wt're kept wt>rkiu« 
immediately htdiind tht^ line, in the neighbour* 
hootl of Uambrai. They declared that thev 
had boon starved and beaten. Sevt'ral kii - 
been wounded by shell tire from our own guu" 
Finally they became so ill that they were son* 
to Germany. They said that they had lott 
numbers of our own men at or near Cambist 
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,1(1 Lille. They had heard nothing from home, 
i,,r only one of them had been reported as 
^ prisoner of war.” 

A Canadian sf^rgearit who was there thus 
,J,«^enbed the men : 

I’hoy arrivod in such a weak condition that tlicy had 

lx* carried from the station to tho liospital. ami L 
liclpcd to carry t»*n of them. Tht‘y were in a 

t. iiihlo state, liuinan skeletons and ahsolutely lousy, 
iii«l not one of them coukl walk. 

They had hocn given no clothes and almost no food 
111 Krance. They were kept in hos])itaI f«)r some time 
lien they came to us, hut even when they left hos[>itid 
1 ri ‘Vtu* saw such-looking people. 'I’hey fell upon any 
toixl th(‘y could get. '^I’hey were made ‘u start wi>rkmg 
,ii llameln long before they were lit. 

While working behind the lines around (‘ambrai, 
thev had been drafted about to si*veral eamps, and all 
the while had n*eeived seareely enough foo<i to keep 
liody and soul together. Further, thi'y had been 
-iibiected to brutal treatrm'iit, being flogged by their 
jiia nis. 

A private in tho f Jordons wlio osoapod from 
W'estorholt ill May said that among tln‘ 
prisoners brought into that camp wais n 
priviito in tho Lanoaishiro Kusiliors, one of tlio 
Hit) men oa])turod in Ootobor, IDKi. They 
Ini-d boon kept at work ladiind tli(‘ lin<*s in 
Krarioo. Out of IbO mon taikon, 40 diod by 
Jjinuary. Tlio Fusilior broke* down and waus 
soul info (Joriuainy. 

“ I wais first takcui to Lillo," saiid tlu* Fusilior, 

“ amd maido to work about four milos bohind 
flu* (Jornum linos, bofwot'ii tho (Jormaiii big 
guns auid tlu^ front. W't* won* \ory baldly 
treat od, knooka'd about by guairds, ain<l kt'pt in 
sheds witli only a littlo straiw on the floor. \\ t' 
liad to work ail I daiy ait maiking roan Is, unloaniing 
ston*s, aind gtuioraxlly olmring up. Tho men 
were^dying ail tho raito of four ai daiy.” 

\\4u*u soiim <»f our inoii, aifter Ix'iiig br<»ki*u 
‘leuii in hoalth by hardsliips b<‘hind tli(» front 
lines, woro s(‘nt baiok to iMindon Hospital, 
their condition oxoitod pity ovon aiinorig lh«» 
<h‘rmains there. One (Jormain interpreter saiid 
to them thait, having boa*ii so baldly tr(*a.tod 
m Franco, they would bti allowed to writ a* two 
lett(*rs amd two post oaxrds saiying that th<*y 
^N<*n* prisoiu^rs and where th<\y wen*. 44 h* otlu^r 
farisoners nuvh? aii oolhxdion of food for th<‘m. 

Immediaifely these faiets boeaxnn) known to 
tin* authoriti<*s tho strongest possible? ro|)resen- 
tations were maide, and eairly in .Juno ^Fr. ffopo 
v\;is aiblo to announeo in tlia? Hajusa? of (kiininons 
thait an arramgaMiient luid F:)a*a?n aFirriv'od at with 
t ha* (Jorman ( iajva^rnment for tFia? withalraiwal of 
British pri.soners 30 kilaimotors h<*hiiid tha? 
bring line. Two thousaiul British prisoners 

war had alreaa.1v been withalrawn. 
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I.OKI) NKWTON, 

Of the Prisoners of War Department of the 
Forei|{n Office. 

l’na*asiness ovaT flu* t ra*aif mauit a>l' prisama'rs 
arousa'd by aia*a*a)iints whia*h ra*aieha*(l lOnghinal 
of tha* ea)n(‘a‘ailment a>t’ ma'ii am the \\'a‘sti‘i*n 
Framt wais gri‘aitly inta*nsitia‘d hy ai stait aunauit 
at tha- tuul aaf Maiy. 1017, t hail tha* Ixaiisau*, who 
hatl l)a*a‘n visiting tha* Arrais Front, liani taald his 
solaha*rs thait t ha*y wa-ra* taa hat a* tha> British als 
ha*;irtily as tha'ir a-aipaia-il y fan* righta*a>us wraith 
woulal j)a*rmit, amd that in futni*a? na> prisoiia*rs 
wera* to ha- taika-ii iioi* anv ma‘i‘a-y sha>w n. 
I’risa»na*rs who might ha* taika*n wa-ra? to lx* 
tra*aila*il withthai utmost sa*va*rity. 

How* faittifiilly tlx? Kaiisa-r’s traxaps aaha-ya'al 
tha'sa* iiist ruel ia>iis w ais show n hy an aa*a-auint 
gi\ a*n hy twD Aiistrailiains a-aipfuraxl in th<? 
Hinda-nhnrg liiu* aifta*r ai big ait t aiek aan April I 1. 
Tha*ir staary wais n-a-onh'd lay (’aiptaiin 10. W . 
Baum, onW'iai! Pra?ss eorra‘sponala*nt with tha* 
Australliain laarau'S in Fraina-a*. A thaausamal 
Austrailiains W'a*raa a*aipt i irax I, (Ult otT l)y(Ja*rman 
maiehina? guns. w'ora? giva*n va*ry lifflaa 

faxxl, tra*aita*al with hairshna*ss, ainal even mainy 
badly waamiala‘(| m(*n wa-ra? faarecial taa sa*t aaut 
on tha? uiaireh ta^ (h*rmainy. On tha? thiral alaiy - 

they were pirx-lx-al for hunger hy this time. Ami 
pij.-'sihl V' t h^* viIlag'*rM on their route r'onld Hi*e it. l-'or 
ill every littb* Kra*na h villiig'* through whic-h llx-y jia^-ed 
the villagers eame out of the coltaga*s ami tri<*»l to get 
a loaf of hreiwl through to tlx-m, or at h-ast a drink of 
waita?r. Tho Australians wen* mandiing, roughly in 
fours, with two ilosely set lines of guards walking 
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oiitHido (hfMii. in«ii wun* takoii from a resting; 

hattalion of a l^rnKHian (Jiiarfl ilivisioii. ainl th«*ir orders 
floarly worn to sUjp any fo<iil or drink rtwhing thos'* 
ftirnishod Australians. 

Ah th<* i’oliiinri rea<’hed tlio villa^^t* tho French inhabi- 
tanlH would Ihronj' the sirtiets watcdiirif^ it pass. I In* 
Froneli woul<l k*'’** y**'* anythinj^ they had,” oiio of the 
men Haul. A little j^irl ran out fnun a cut tap;© with 
hretkd. Tho guard smacked lier in the face. Tho brea«l 
they use<l to throw ii»to the gutter. A Frenehinau 
tried to give the Austriilians a biu’ket of w'ater to drink. 



FRENCH PRISONERS REPAIRING THE 
TRAM LINl^ IN FRANKFORT. 

'I’lio ginird upset tiu* water ainl tlirevv the pail over the 
Tiian. A woman tritsl to give them bivad. A l*russian 
soldier hit. her in t'la* fare an<l knoeked her tlown. In 
one place i\ Frt'ueh priest edgetl iip with a loaf under 
his arm ti> jiass it to our men. .V thu'inan si)hlier 
was wiitehiiig him out of the eorner of his «*ye. .\ii old 
woman, sni-ing this, 1 uggc'd tin* priest hack by his elothes. 
Ami tlri'^ sort of sc'em* vv'as rep(*aled untfl the Aiistraliaiis. 
howt'ver hungry or thirsty, eouM inU bear t«i bring 
siieh treatment mi the rreneh for their kindness, but 
learned to shaUt* their hi'ads when «>fTere<t fm>d or 
ilrink. 

'Two ihivs later wrvv iiiovtMl Ity train 

to Lille. .\ woman who tlirew them piu-ktds 
of eigandtos was tUTrsttnl by »i military polieo- 
inrtn. inoii wero divicird into parties of 

no (Mich, and each party was marched into a 
Koparatt^ rovun in the upper storey of an old 
green fort. 

For five nights and siv days lit) Australians lived 
iu the room when* the escaped men were. It is tlie 
first time in our country's history that Australians have 
over sutTeiiHl orgaiii/.ed torture. 'I'he room was about 
i»0 ft. by 20 ft. The tloor was tiled. For a few minutes 
om*b day the incu weix' allowed into the yard fyr exercise. 
Their only eonvoiiienee for all sanitary purposes was one 
barnd, which stood in tho corner, uncovered. The 
windows had to bo shut, for they slept cm the tiled floor 


. without a blanket, ihc^ugh snow fell at night, .i. 
their food was too little to keep life together. 'r|„. 
wc^ro giv'cii one-seventh of a loaf of broad — that is .. 
slice per man — with some fermented mangolds in. i 
day, with one cuii of eoffco at night and one in 
morning. When the man who took the barrel i, 
day downstairs to clean it asked for a glass of w.it, . 
the guard would not allow it. The cook refused a lumi 
offered for a lit lie bread. They were not once allcjwed to 
wash until the last day, when they cleaned up to b ju,. 

At tho end of it a (jormaii corporal came into tl,. 
room. Ho asked them if they knew what thc'^j- w.-r,. 
there for. They said, ‘‘ No.” Ho said, ‘‘ You lo^v 
write and toll your people and your Clovernmeiit all 
about it- -just w’^hat bas happened — and say that 
ycjii are h»M-<^ as a pimishirient. Seven weeks ago tho 
German Government wrote to tho British Govern, 
merit about tho employ men t of prisoners near tho lint* 
and thoy have not yet received an answer.” The Aus- 
tralians told him it was a lie—there was not a Gennan 
prisoner within 20 or .‘10 kilomolros of tho line. Thcso 
men had passed hundreds of times in our back hh jim 
companies of fat, wcll-elothod, bappy-looking Gerinans 
20 miles behind tho British line, with Australians ai.tl 
Tommies alike giving them cigarettes, and^only ilu* 
French people, whose homes they have ravuiged, showing 
the least resentment. But they knew their jmittsi 
etivild make no tllflert'iice. 

On this (hiy 240 of tho Australians were 
sent by train to work on a duin)) close Imhiiul 
tho front. tlu^y xvero put in a farm 

near a iloiiblo company of Knglisb and Scotch 
troops and sot to work unloading stores. TJicir 
food was a daily ration <jf onc-third of a loaf, 
cottco before they hd't in the jnorning, and a 
midday stew of horstdlesh and a little barh x . 
Th(^ prisoners weTe driveui to beg their guards 
to let them cut any sort of grass that could he 
eaten- -even dandelions, stinging nedth^s and 
rape. They picked u]) potato jieelings whicli 
the rJoTinans thnm’ out. On this stuft’ the uumi 
hiMMime so wtuik that, at the time the l\v<>* 
(‘scapiMl, tlu'y \\(*rc falling at the' rat(^ of fouj- a 
day. 


I0\-cn \vliil(‘ (‘onditions in many of th<* camps 
in (Icrinany itself wi'n* bi'ginning to iinpro\c. 
a. n(‘w problem arose. I )c*tachmcnts of nieii 
were pickt'd out from difft*rent districts in the 
spring of lOlti and dispatclicd to the Kast(*rii 
Front. Here for a tiiiu' they were lost to sight. 

IMany of the men were sent to Libau, wIkmm* 
t h(*y were jnit undtu* har.sh dLscipline. 44icy 
at first receiveil no parcils, and were not 
allowed to purchase focjd, and the food supplied 
to them was barely tniough to sustain lif»‘. 
Tlie port of Libau itsidf was a centre of misery. 
The civil population were starving and m 
rags. According to stateinents reaching Eng- 
land, the very women of the place were com- 
pelled by the German authorities to work at- 
such ta.sks as coaling, loading ships, and the 


THE TIMES HISTOHY OF THE WAR. 


251 


lij,,' The prisoners tried sometimes to buy rt 
Ijple food from them. Occasionall 3 % despite 
th. rules, a man here and there* managed to 
jmivhase a loaf of blaek breiul. the usual price 
lu iiig three marks. The bread was so coarse 
iuul sour that it bn>ught on dysentery. 

riie prisoners were housed in a building 
oNcrlooking the harbour. They slejit on bare 
hoards. They were roused at four in the 
morning, started work at five, and were not 
hack until six at night. Tlieir labour was of 
tilt* lieaviest kind, and they were kept at it 
with remorseless severity. Punislnneiits w<*re 
frequent and heavy. Men were strung iqi by 
the wrists or sent to solitary confinement on 
iinv excuse. It was not uncommon to have 
20 men tied to stakes at tiu* same time*, 
rhere were four cells which the* num themselv<‘s 
ileseribed as- “ absolutely iilack lToh*s of 
Calcutta.” 

Afte‘r six weeks ])arcel8 from home began to 
arrive. ^lost of the.se had been so delayed on 
the way that their bread and other perishable* 
cont(*nts wen* uneatalile. Naturally there* 
was ’much illness, which was a.ggravated }>y 
the damp, raw and imcertain nature of tlie* 
Hallic climate*. The men lo<.)kc*d liack on their 
old life* in camps such as Doberitz and Spandau 


as days of luxury and t'ase. They maintained 
t>K>ir spirits in wonderful bishion. From their 
windows they could see. time after time, the 
(jJerman Fleet go out ; then they would watch 
for its return. \Vlu*n on one occasirm it came 
back with s*‘veral t)f tla* >hips btvdly damaged 
the* prisonei’s (*heered (*ach other with the news 
that we had w’on. riu'y counted the funerals 
of the sailors over oO in thn*e days. “This 
was our on** n'creat ion,” said one of them 
aftt*rwards. 

A worst* fatt* llnui etuitinenient at Libau was 
ill .store for many of tht* prisoners. In Feb- 
ruary, 1917, 5(1(1 nit*n w’crt* picked out and 
wt‘re told that they wert* to be sent to the 
Itussian tiring line as a reprisal for tin* Hriti.sb 
st'iuling (St'rman prisoners to tlu*ir frt»nt in 
Fran<‘<‘. Tin* meii w<*re ma.rch<‘d soniti tlisiance 
tlirough deep snow. 'Their new homt' was a 
>)ig tent , slight ly w armed by somt* small stovt's. 

Hl(*rt* the men lived togt'tlu'r through the 
rigours of a Uussian win((*r. Disciplinary 
measures against I hc*m were* intensified. ^Tlieir 
fot)d w'as redut^ed to two meals a ilay, acorn 
cofft't* and black brc'atl in the morning, and a 
thin soup at night. No parcels reach(*d them. 
They w’(*re forbidd**!! to smoke, even though 
t h<*y laid t obac*co. Ka.ch day 1 liey w (*n^ marclied 
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out to thn Gorman tronohc*s, and kopt working 
for 10 ftouTH under Russian sht*ll-liro. They 
had no ohari^^o of olothin^' ; soiiio of thorn Jiad 
no ]>!ankotH ; soin<i had lost tlioir kits on the 
march. 

Thi'ir cljiof sufforin^s wore from cold and 
starvation. Then* \v<‘ro .‘lo decrees of frost, 
lujd men won^ working up to their knees in 
sriovv. Hy early in April ov'ot* 200 of the 500 
had h(‘en s(‘nt to hos[)ital badly frostbitten. A 
number <h*ed. Some of the letters sent homo 
by tlu'sc* men, pa.ssed by the German censor, 
nawle as pitiful reading as anything in this war. 

I'ho nH*n are so frostbitten here, it is pitiful 
to s(»e,” wrote on<*. “'roll motlK‘r and fatlier 
not to worry,” wrote one of the lioyal Nav^al 
Division. “ If my time comes it comes. The 
(rold alone is mairly (mough to kill one. My 
hands are still too froz<*n to write well, but 
tliis is the first timo they have been able to 
W'rite at all.” “ \V(‘ aro sullcring terribly 
htuM',” wToto a (-oldslrt'am Guardsman to his 
wife. “We are not gedting any letters or 
parc(ds from home, and continually -(w'ord 
dtdetetl by censor) — by tin* cold, as the weather 
has b<M*n intensely cold, hard frost, snow' 
storms, d’he <lis(*ipline is v(*ry strict and the 
punishnu^nts heavy, and it is just an awful and 
most iniserabk^ existence*. V\’e can do nothing 
at this end, but you in Rngland must come 


(piickly to our rescue. After nearly tin 
years of suffering and exile this punislu, , 
becomes almost unbearable. Up at 4 a ,,, 
coffee at 4.45, We work in the trenches 
ten hours under shell-fire, and get back to c.u,, > 
at 5 p.m., when soup is served out, but it is u,,- 
enough or very nourishing. Half a loaf ,,f 
bn‘ad a day. So you can guess w'o are— 
deleted by censor). Keep smiling ! Ko|w ,t 
will not be long before we meet again.” 

“ Honestly, Kit,” w'rote another to his wiff- 
“ T thought I was going mad ! We have ccimo 
through a terrible ordeal, and I am, and always 
will be, thankfid to God for bringing ujii 
through it^,” 

Of the British prisoners captured outsidi* fho 
European fighting area, those in South-Wr^t 
Africa and in INlesopotamia aroused most aften- 
tion. The British subjects who were seized l»y 
the Germans in South-West Africa, suhsr- 
cpicntly to be released by General Smuts's 
Army, were exposed in most cases to e\iTy 
possible humiliation. The (Jermans ev'idcntly 
purposed to lower their prestige in any way 
they could in the eyes of the natives. Accord- 
ingly they treated them like slaves, inflicting 
in addition ])hysieal hardships which wouKl 
luwe wreeketl any but th(< Jiardiest cijiisfifii. 
tions. 

The report of an Official (\-)mmission of Kn- 
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, Hiry into the atrocities against BritisTi prisoners 
lu (Jerman South-West Africa was published at 
( .-pc Town, in April, 1916. This report showed 
tlijit our prisoners were persistently starve*! 
;u)(l that there was a eo'inpleto lack of organiza- 
1 1 < m or central control. 

When* British officers complained to the 
Coxernor, Dr. Seitz, about their rations he told 
thi'in that they should bo most thankfiil f4>r 
uhat they got. “ We did not invite you to 
lliis country. You invaded the country and 
fought us with natives,” he added. 

The food allowances of the British officers 
\\'C‘re cut down as a disciplinary measure after 
tlr* escape of a couple of their number. The 
nil ions of t he non-commissioned oflicers and 
men were reduced almost to starvation point and 
were only half those issued to the German 
troops. Men sat in queues waiting an oppor- 
tunity to drink the blood of slaughtered oxeni, 
au<l they boiled the soft part of the liidc's of 
cattle tn order to extract nutriment. They 
w ere not supplied with sufficient clotliing. 

(Viptain Geary, who was taken prisoner at 
Sant font ein, was placed in solitary confinement 
for six and a half months in a cell, thirteen feet 
by seven feet, infested with bugs and in a 
shocking sanitary condition. Bo was treat (‘d 
harshly and callously. His food was course 
and insufficient and ho was only allowed a short 
])criod of exercise each day with convicted 
criminals. No charge was laid against him 
and his protests wwe unheeded. Captain 
Atunro was treated similarly to Captain Geary, 
but his detention was only for 24 days. 

The political prisoners confined in Wh'ndhuk 
were mostly British. "Tlioy were obliged to 
^^‘^*p ten in a small cell. The iloor was locked 
mghtly and was not opened in any circum- 
stunces for 12 hours. Thc^re w'as considerable 
dysentery amongst the prisoners and the 
conditions wore most disgusting. 

When these facts became known a loial 
outcry w'tts raised in Soutii Africa for the 
punishment of the guilty German officers. 

1 1( neral Botha, however, announced tliat he 
liad been in communication with the Imperial 
Governipent on tlie matter and llie Government 
t^sumed the attitude that it would not take 
o-venge, although it naturally condemned in th«^ 
trongest possible manner the actions <lisclosed 
in the Report. 

Much conc€^rn was felt in Kngland over the 
fate of the British prisoners eajJtured by the 
Turks at Kut-el-Ainara, and in other Mesopo- 


tamian operations. Tlie majority of these 
wore Indian troops; but in addition to tlie 
Indians there were, within the Turkish Kinpir*?, 
fully 2,555 white men kept as prisoners. By 
tlu^bcginnirg of 1917, 4S:i had died in captivity, 
a fact which, in it.self, is *doc|iH*nt. 

The Turks devoted some attention to the 
care of the British officers, (hmcral Townshend 



AN AUSTRAIJAN PRISONER OF WAR 
AT SCHNEIDEMUHL, IN POSEN, 

In coat and boots provided by the Australian 
Comforts Fund. 

in particular, was treated with gn^at distinction. 
"Vhi* troops siiffcTed lu'avily, esp(H*ialIy imme- 
tlialcly aft(T their captur*?. Tlii^y ha<l been 
re<luced to a very low state, xihysically, during 
the long siege. Xe irly all of them were in 
poor condition, merely skin and hone. After 
the surrcjnder they were marched across partA 
of Mc.sopotamia, sometimoi many hundred 
miles, often under very trying conditions. 
They lost heavily tluring tliese marches, and 
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W'INTHR AT DOkERITZ. 


soiiH* fiKMi rt'diUMvl to cut ^rass. Oikm* 

(h»*y I tlK'ii* dilYrrciit- drsf iuji* how- 

rvrr, thi'ir tn'almi'iit was j^^'iionilly 
ddiry \v<*r»‘ al)h*, iu inany ( siscs, to buy food from 
tlu» if had mofuw'. l*risoii<‘r aftor 

prisoruT \vrot(‘ t hiU Ik* wjis coinfortaliU* and 
<n*atod with Uiiidnoss. W'o art* ullowod 

inou(*y and piircols/* \srt>tt' <»m‘ st*ru;(*a!it to his 
brotiK'r; “no papers. \\’<* art* iii a l)eautiful 
platH*), a Itively elimatt* a.utt I ht*y iirt* tlt)iii^ 
every thine they ean tt» make us eomfort aldt*.” 
d’his li‘ttt*r was typical t»f t)tht*rs, 

dMu»re is nt) tltudd but tluvt staut^ t»f tin* 
prisoners sufferotl ^rt‘at hanlships, particularly 
sick mt*n. frt)m la(*k t>f mt*tlieai etimftirts. 
Others founti it. Iiartl to atlapt themst*lvt*s tti 
'rurkish c*t)ntlit ituis. 

Tn Jii lit*, alarmist' rt*p<»rts ciiuit* tti 

Kiigland from Oairo that t he Jb’itisli prison<*rs 
in M’uikt'y wt*rt* beiiie badly treated. One 
man tieelared that lit* saw lOO prisoiu*rs at 
Katina, in Xorthern Syria, in a. most dt*plor 
abU* etindition. Their only ration was stiup. 
Another man. wht> was ft>r stane tiiiu* !u*ar tht* 
prisoners of war eainp in tht* Taiinis, saiti that 
inort* than half the lut'ii captured at Kut were 
death d’ht*re w't're iiuiny eompla.int.s of lack of 
hospital troatment. 

'The <pu'stion of ht>w bt'st to help tiur prisoners 
aroiis<*d from the first the close attention of 
tht* British (hivermnent. Possible aid was 
naturally of two kinds, the immediate relief of 
pressing persomil needs and diplomatic or 


military action such a.s iN.*t>rt‘st‘ntat it>ns (f> 
( Jt‘rmany thrtnigh nt*utral Po\\t*rs, spt'cial 
a,grt»t*ments with tht* enemy, publicitv givt'u to 
tiu* wrtings of prist)ni*rs, and rt'prisals against 
( 5i*rman sul)jt*cts in our haaids. 

Fn t>rtlt*r tt) ri‘ht‘vt* immediatt* nt'ct*ssit ies a. 
niimlier tif Prist)nt‘rs tif War Societii's was 
ft>rm<*d. Stimt* of tht‘m W(*r(* rt'gimental, for 
mt‘n t)f a particular st'ction of tht* Army, souk* 
wi*re tt*rritt)ria.l, as for Kt*nf tir Surrey, anti 
stunt* were gent*ra.l. A t\*ntra.l Prisont*rs t>f 
\\'a.r Help (Vanmittee was t*stablishcd in 
l^t>ntlt>n. This, as far as ptissibit* coordinatetl 
tin* wt)rk t)f the diffi*rent t>rgani/.at ions, triitl 
tt> prevent ovi*rlapping, and madt* itself a 
lH*atltjuarters t>f information and help for the 
prisont'rs. Jt w'orkt*d in (‘lost* ct>njunetion with 
the vSwiss Red CVoss. 'This stage of the orgaiii 
/.at ion of relief was described iu Chapter Cll. 

ddu* Sw iss' “ Jhireau dt* Secours aux Pristin* 
nit*i*s dt* (liieiTt* ■’ coop<*rat(*d with all tlr- 
))t*lligerent I’owers in a way wtirthy of the nio-J 
splendid tnuiitions of that great body. "I h* 
British section did a vefy extensive work in t h« 
supply of breatl and other foodstuffs to prisoin'r 
JMueh invaluable service was dtine by th- 
numerous voluntary committees in the Cnitetl 
Kingdom, and the condition of the prisoia i- 
during the first tw’o years of the war wool'! 
have been almost unendurable but for tht u 
aid. ft became evident in time, however, th;e 
further organization was necessary. i 
Central Committee in London had no power i" 
eoinjiel obedience*. There was a vast amoiin 




THE TIMES HISTOIiV OF THE TJM/i’. 


2;>r> 


,,verlrtppintr, Homo prisoners reeeivt'd par- 
. '. .from many sourees, far more tlian they 
, il(i MS(*. Others reeeivt'd seareely any, and 
, none. Many pri vatt'ly-sent par(*t'Is \v<'re 
1). illy i)aeked, vvnmgly addressed, arid storked 
vMih perishable goods that oiiglit nevi*r to havt' 
sent. German agents used the ])lan of 
ti.M‘ dispat eh of ]>areels to send eonet'aled 
inti aiiiat ion. Jnjudieioiis friiaids tried to 
-!(iiiggle forbidden artieles, sueli as lu^w spape»*s, 
t*i> j)i’isoners, with the result that soiiuMimes 
uliole bateln's of supplies \v<.*re lieUt u]>. 

[ti Septt‘mbt‘r, Ittltj. tli<‘ W'ar Ofliee and 
Koreign Othce arrang<Hl that tla* Joint War 
( ninmit te(‘ of tlie Ih’itish Kim! Gross Soei(‘t y 
Mtal the Order <»f St. John should takt' n\ fr all 
< juest ions • relat ing to tht‘ wiJfari' of Ih'itisli 
jiiisoners, botli eivilian and military. A speeial 
eoimiiittee wus formed, under tlic* title of the 
Gentral Prisoners of W’a.r Gommittet', with Sir 
Sfjii-i- JaiiK'son as (Jiairman, su[)port<‘d by Sir 
^^Jllia.m Garstin, th(‘ Hon. \\\ H. (Joselien, 
Mr. \\\ K. IJume-W'illiams, K.G., M.l*.. (Jeiieral 
Sir Gharlt^s ]M. Glark(', ]\!r. X. 10. W'aterhousi*. 
Mr. Kouland Herk(‘le\ , atal Mr. P. I). Agia‘\\, 
the last being managing direct c*r. 

'This (Vanmittee undeiHoc'k to furnish c'vr‘r;v 
Pii itish a.nd Jndia.n PrisoiH'i* of W'a-r in ( J('rman>\ 


Austria., Jhirkey and ihdga.ria. whether militarx 
or civil, with a supply of food aiul clothing 
sufhcient for his needs, from December I, lOlh, 
onwards until th(' eiul of the war. It was 
givt'ii. what the formca* cianmittee laekeci, 
aut lu>rit N’. JJu' diiTenait care c‘ommittt*t‘s and 
iH'gimental associations came to a c'crtain I'xtent 
under its tlireetion, inasmucli as their parct'l.'- 
eould not bt' sent without it.s a.pprova.1. exct'pt 
to otlicers. 

J'he ('entral Gommittee aimc'd at prestaw ing 
the loea.l ent hiisia.sm «)f the* numt'rous Prise>iu*i*s 
«>f W'ai* organizations throughout tlu‘ iMuintry, 
aiijl in particular it tU'sirtnl to r(*tain the gifts 
a.nd personal weak e»f the* numbers of meai and 
wome*n win* laid a.iie>pte‘d prisone'rs. a.n<i who 
ha.el ple*dg(*d t hemsi*|\'i*s te) see* afte'f tlu'ir com- 
ha‘t. It d<*t ermini'd. he)we*\e*i-, te> abeJish 
e*ntire‘l\ the old syste*m of ])ri\ai.te* pa.re*e*ls, 
<*xee'pl fe)r e>lllie‘e*rs. I \( ‘gii la t ie )ns we*n* i.ssued 
t ha.t ne> post ollie i* weaild ha-ndle* a parcel fe)r 
a, priseaie'r e>f w a.i‘ nnle*ss tha.t pa.re‘e^ had a 
spe*<‘ia.l labi*l lai it issue*d by t he* Ge*nt ral Prisemi'rs 
e)f War ( ’oinmit t e*!*. This lube*! w as eady se*rveMl 
eait by t h(‘ Gommitt<‘e* to le>e*a.l a.sse>cia.1 ie>ns 
whie*h had r<‘e«*i\’ed its })(‘rmission to dispateJi 
pa.re*e*ls. l‘"a»*h one ej‘ the* weake*!*.^ vngage*el in 
])acking or dispa.1 e*hing at t he*se h>ea.l a.*-soe*ia.t ioia 
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had fiiH or >ior rer^onl exaininrHl. The Central 
(’orninittoe virtually enton‘d into a pledge that 
nothing nhoiild be sent through in the parecds 
exec'pt articles in keeping with the regulations 
laid down by the (Jennan CJoverninent. A 
number of standard parceds wore planned, and 
planned on a very libt^ral scale, and the amount 
of food and clothing to bo supplied to each 
priscuier as suppleinentary to his (German 
rations was ample. 

There c^ame many protests, however, from 
(he friends and relatives of prisoners against 
th(i j>rohibition of private parcels. The pro- 
hibition was consequently modified to some 
<*xb*nt, people being permitted to dispatch 
goods from c(irtain well-known shops and stores. 

In addition to its services for the supply of 
food and clothing the ComrnitttH? further had a 
Kt'cord Dcipart rneiit where an account was kept 
of tlwi wlit^reabouts and state? of all Jlritish 
j)rison(irs of war. This information was care- 
fully l^)llected from various sources, sucdi as 
t he? ( JiTitian Hed (Jross list of prisoners, War 
Odico Il(?gimontal Lists, and the like. The 
(\immitt(*\? \iudei‘took all the numerous neces- 
sary miscellaneous sorvict?s rt?quir<?d, such as 
iiiceting, and providing tcinporary ae<*om- 
modation for, repatriatcHl men and W’omen, 
till? giving of information to relatives and the 
like. Its plans for prisoners showed a thorough- 
n<‘ss beyond anything hith(?rto attein[)ted. It 
<*ame in for a certain amount of criticism, but 
t h(? general opinion of those most, capable of 
forming a judgment w^as that in establishing it 
and in giving it pow’(?r to organize relief the 
Hrit ish (lovernment liad acted on ( he right lines. 

The diplomatic side of w’ork for the relief 
of prisoners of W'ar received at times some un- 
favourable comment. The British ( lovernment 
recognized from thi' beginning its duty to do 
everything possible to helf) prisoners of war by 
any means in its power. Some things were 
done promptly and well. But other things 
wer(> dealt with in a way that suggested an 
inability on the part of the authorities to decide 
on, and, reganlless of ditliculties, to keep to, 
a fixed policy. 

OtK' failure of the authorities was to utilize 
to (he full the sympathetic influence of neutral 
nations. A certain timidity was revealed from 
the beginning in giving j)ublieity to details 
about the sufferings of our prisoners. Care 
wivs, howovw, taken to secure these details. 
Lord Newdon time after time in the House of 
Lords told something of what was learned. 


A Record Committee, to which reference ! 
been rnado earlier in this chapter, w’os appoiji,,.,| 
by Sir Jolm Simon, in September, 191,";, rr, 
collect, verify, and record information as to if„. 
treatment of British subjects, military 
civil, who had been prisoners in the hnrvb 
the enemy. Its full title w^as “ The 
merit (Committee on the Treatment bv ili,. 
Knomy of British Prisoners of War.” Mp 
Justice Younger was the chairman, suppoir«Ml 
by a strong (\)mmittoe, including represent at i\ rs 
of the War Office, Home Office and Fon i^rn 
Office, and Mrs. Darley Livingstone was Jh»n. 
Secretary. This Committee did its 
with great thoroughness, carefully cr«»ss 
examining every returned man. Save, hou- 
ovor, in a few cases, notably in the Reports on 
Wittenberg and Gardek?£re?n, the authorities 
failed to use this information as it might well 
liave been used as a pow’orful I(?vi?r to bring the 
influence of the world against the German 
policy of cruelty towards the helpless men in its 
power. Y(?t here was a case wdiore systematii* 
and continuous publicity could scarcely liaM* 
failed to rendi?r great services in (*heiking 
German abuses and in fostering those influences 
w'hich undoubtedly (existed in Germany favour- 
ing the mori? humane treatment of the men. 

JMost valuable work for the prisoners was 
accomplislied, as has already been said, by 
Mr. Gerard. His task was later, after he left 
Bi?rlin, taken over by the Dutch Minister. It 
was through Mr. Gerard that a mutual agret - 
meiit W'as arrived at between the British and (lie 
German Governments to repatriate permanently 
disabled prisoners. l''ho Dutch Bed (’ro.-s 
cooperated very actively in this. Numbirs »if 
fighting men who had lost limbs or w^ere hope- 
lessly invalided were sent home. The ap[)car- 
ance of our own men when they came among 11 *^ 
vvivs in many cases the most coriclnsiv'C 
of the horrors they hat I endured. Some "1 
them had so changed that their wives could n<>t 
at lirst recognize them. 

Another great stage in securing better (real 
ment for the most helplns.s of the j)ri.son»'’ ' 
was reached by the agreement in ^lay, 19 b'- 
that British and (hTinan wounded and invalid.* 1 
eombatant prisoners of war should be trni' 
feiT(*d to Switzerland. In this case w’e w«o 
following a precedent sot by our ally, Fran* • 
By agreement betw’oen France and German’ 
one hundred consumptive prisoners of ea ‘ 
country were sent to Switzerland, and the 
were followed by many otliers, nuinberuig ' ' 
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SIR STARR JAMESON, 

Chairman of the Central Prisoners of War Committee. 

all 1.247 within a few weeks. The first I3ritish ev<‘iy kind of fiinotioii iii half the eapitiils of 
))arty, niunberirig between threo arul four Kurope.” 

Inuidred, arrived in Switzerland on May 11. Our men were bound for Cliati^au d’Oex. 

Other parties soon followed. Our men were we!- The day before they arrived the Prefect issued 
’ •rued by the Swiss in the wannest possible a notice that everyone was to wear Jiis best 

j^‘shion. “ It is difficult tvi write calmly clothes : every house was hung with flowt^rs 

*-hout it,” uToto Mr. Grant l>uff, the llritish an<l flags ami garlands stretched across the 
^linister, “ for the simple reason that I liave str€^ets 

icver before in my life seen such a welcome Our men were astotmded at the welcome. 

'‘C<*orded to anyone, although for the Many of them were crying like children ; a few 

‘ 28 years I have been present at fainted from emotion. As one private said to 
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the British Minister, “ (}od bless you, sir ; it’s 
like dropping right into ’eaven from ’ell.” 

The British Government seemed unable to 
eome to a fixed resolution over the question of 
reprisals for Gennan outrages against British 
prisoners. A somewhat unfortunate and ill- 
eonsidered attempt to impose special treatment 
on (German submarine ofTicers early in the 
w’ar had brought a})out quick counter a<.*tion 
in Germany and was abandoned. The pro- 
posal that German prisoners in our hands 
slu>iil(l be fr(‘afed in similar fashion to our 
prisonc*rs by the Germans was n'garded by 
many with gn^at dislike. The French (iovcrn- 
ment op<‘nly ad<>pt(*d this policy. German 
prisoners in France w(‘re to be treated in the 
same way, put to the same labour, and fed in 
fln‘ same w ay as French prisoners in Germany. 



THE VICOMTBSSE DE LA PANOUSE, 
Chairman of the French Red Cross Committee. 


In some case's definite improvements in tht' 
treatmont of the French prisoners were secured 
by this. But the general feeling in England 
was that t'V'cn the policy of outrag(' and in- 
humanity in Germany would not justify the 
British authorities in taking harsh nu'asures 
against eiu'iny subjects in our hands. 

The policy of the British Army towards its 
prisoners was one of great liberality. Oflicers 
and men were well fed, well housed, and well 
cared for. This was the opinion, not only of 


British observers, but of neutral visitor 
officials and others who were given e \ « ly 
facility to observe the British methods. 

The condition of the men in captivity croiu- d 
profound pity among all classes. Various 





MRS. BARLEY LIVINGSTONE, 

Honorary Secretary of the Government Com- 
mittee on the Treatment of Prisoners of War, 

proposals w^ore made to benefit them. Oim* 
suggestion, which was strongly Inu-ki'd, was 
that all men should be released by juutiial 
agrooipcnt after they had been prisoners 
war for eighteen months. On April 21, BUT, 
the British Government pwopo^ed to iJie 
German that all prisoners uf war who had 
Ihu'u over twM) years in eaptivity should l»'* 
ndeased. But up to the* middle of June tin* 
British Government w^as still awaiting a satis- 
factory reply. Another proposal was for t)i»‘ 
exchange of civilian iiitcriKul prisoners. 

The treatment of the British prisoners on 
the Eastern Front can perhaps b(‘ better under- 
stood w'beii it is realizial how* the (rennaii"' 
habitually treated the Russians captured then*. 
It became evident early in the war that Russian 
prisoners were inv'ariably handled in th* 
roughest, possible fashion ; that they wt'n* 
neglected and starved ev^en more than otli«r 
Allied prisoners, and that they w*ere punished 
w'ith a mercilessness Surpassing anytlan-: 
hitherto known. 

British and French prisoners returning from 
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tiiixed camps expressed the utmost pity for 
the Russians, and* told incidents that they 
tlioinselves had witnessed which indicated 
very bad . condition of things. Russian 
ju*i‘"oners who escaped into Holland or back into 



MRS. HUGH TUFNRIX, 

Chairman of the Prisoners Sub-Committee of the 
Serbian Relief Fund. 


Russia told in matter-of-fact fashion tales of 
torture that would hav»‘ been absolutely 
incredible liad they riot bt'on supixn-ted by 
imn^h (!orroborative evidence. I liave not 
seen a simple esijaped Russian prisoner of 
whom I have asked the (juestion wlio has not 
been struck by tlie (termans,” wrote one rc'lief 
agent wliose business it was to t»xa.inine tliesi* 
prisoners. Beating was one of the least torriis 
of torment. 

Jn the winter of 191(5 (he (iermaii authorities 
begtyi an aggravated campaign against tlm 
Russian prisoners, carried on clearly for the 
ileliberate purpose of forcing tJie men t<i t*nlist 
in the (lerman Army or to undertake munition 
work. A certain number, particularly Poles, 
gave way and joined the Germans. Large 
uuinbers of men, despite strong opposition, 
were compelled by starvation and torture, to 
undertake war work. 

The prisoners were divided according to 
their different provinces and systematic w’ork 
was begun to wm them over. Thus the men 


of Ukraine were urged to sign yiapcrs pledging 
tlioinselves to support the sejiaration of the 
Ukraine from Russia. Seeing that very few 
of these men eould read it. is diilieult to discover 
why the (Jermaus should value their signatures 
or marks in phu*t^ of signatures. 

Poles wt're the subjects of a special propagaiula 
to induce tluMii to throw off all adherence tt> 
Russia. “ Sign,'’ the men were told, “ and 
yon will have plenty t)f food, plenty of elothes, 
av good bt‘{i, and good wa.g(‘s. W)U will bo 
free to go aiboiit thi‘ town, aind we will teach 
you to r<Mid axiid write.” 'Pliosi^ who would not 
sign wen' punisheal. 

'fhe following bri(‘f aica ounts giva'ii by eseaxpeal 
Riissiain prisouc‘rs, (‘aiili maxde indept'iidently 
of the 4>thers, t<*ll their own taile. Kven axllow- 
ing for (‘xaiggtTaition, eonseions or 
seious, in sonae eases, it is scaireely possible 
to believo tliait inmi draiwn froan alifh'rent 



MRS. RIVERS BULKELEY. 

Ghairmfln of the Canadian Prisoners Fund. 

catnips should all aigree, witbout any possi- 
bility of having got (ogetlicT, to t<'II th(^ satme 
kind f>f tale aiboiit tli<*ir (n^atiiasit. 'Tim lew 
reeords given h<*re atn? only exauiiples of Iniii- 
flreds of others. The names an<l regimi'iits of 
(he m<*n eatimot giv«»n for obvious reasons. 

1. This mail wats s<Mit. from Miiiistc'r (.'amp, 
to the Iron W orks He deelan^s that those who 
tibjected to work had hot irons [ilaced on their 
bodies. 

2. Did • fiehl work at VVanne. Said that 
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prisonors were beaten oven if they were ill. 
One form of puninfiiiH^nt was to pour cold 
water over them in the morning, after which 
they would be mad<i to sit on their haunches 
for hours. 

1'his man was sent to Hermenstein and 
Friedrichsfeld. At first lie did no work. Then 
h(^ was sent to Miinster IT., and from there to 
a mine. I fere, on refusing to work, he and 
twenty oth(*r men wito severely beaten an<l 
made to stand upright for 20 hours. On the 
seeornl day they w(to stripped of all tlujir 
clothing but their shirts. They were allowed 
no food or drink and finally had to givo in. 

4. “ Afti'r my refusal to work in the mines 
the (k'niians put me in the steaming room 
where the temperature is very high ami kept 
me th(*re for several hours. After that I. was 
put in a cold cellar.” 

5. “ 'Phe conditions of our life in Hranden 
burg were horrible. The food was insufiicient 
and very bad ; the jninishinents, tho cold, the 
Jioavy work -all that told on us, and in three 
months 800 prisoners died in that camp out 
of the original 10,000.” 

(). This man was a non-commissioned oOicer. 
“ Fail’ng to find voluntary workers tho Germans 
b('gan to put somo of us into separate barracks, 
gave us poorer food than the others and did not 
allow us to receive help from outside. Our 
boots were taken from us and wo wero given 
wooden shoes. We were then told that we 
wore to bo treated as ordinary privates. Next 


morning we wore driven out to work. 
decided to refuse. The German guards uii. 
sheathed their sw'ords and began Tjoatin: 
every one of us. Some of us suffered severely, 
I . . . was one of them. Tho guards striK k 
mo about a hundrod times, after which luv 
shoulder blades wero quite swollen, also my 
left arm above tho olbow. But notwithstand- 
ing those tortiuos I stood at attention. 4’he 
officer then jumped up and h’mself struck mo 
several times with h‘s sword, wounded on 
the head and loft arm. Tho doctor stopped 
the bleeding and declared mo fit for work. I 
was ordered to stand at attention until dark, 
without food. Th's is how 1 was forced to 
work in sugar and iron factories.” 

The accounts of the escaped prisoners show 
that after they were made to work at tli(* 
different faidorios iron discipline was cm[)loy(*d 
to get the utmost out of tlu'in. Those sent to 
Krupp’s works at Kssen were warned tliat 
whoever refused to obey would be punished 
by imprisonment of from four to ten years in 
a fort ress. 

W'ounded men were put at work alongsidi* 
tho hale. A prisoner who escaped from 
an iron factory at x\ix-la-ChapeUo told how 
one of his party liad boon wounded in tlio 
left should('r, and the wound was unhealed. 
Tho foreman in the foundry saw that he was 
unfit for work and sent him back to tho barracks 
with a guard. A German lieutenant examined 
him there and asked him, through an interpreter 
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RUSSIAN PHISONHRS AT FARM WORK IN GERMANY. 


why wiis not at work. “ T am ill/’ sai<l tho 
prisoner. Tlierenpon tlie oflieer had him nn- 
dressed and ordered him to be drenched with 
rold waitT -this was lat(? in October -and tlien 
sent him back. Tliere lie was— starvc‘d, licatcm, 
bleeding at the lungs and searet'ly able to 
stand. wht*ri his comrade escaped. 

Escaped ] 3 risoni‘rs agreed in dc*claring that 
tlie worst conditions of all were in imlustrial 
working camps and factories, especially those 
in Jk’lgium. 'riie men wlio were sent to work 
on the land were generally the most fortunatt*. 
Til some districts, liowever, even the farming 
hands had a very har<l time. At Altdam 
prisoners were harnessed to the farming 
machinery, six men to a harrow and twcdve 
to a plough, thus replacing one and two horses. 

A largo numb('r of the prisoners who, in tin' 
winter of 1916 wore exchanged with Russians 
as being hopelessly unfit, IukI bt^cn cri]:>ple‘fl, 
not on the battlefield, but during their imprison- 
ment in Gt'rmany. “ The prisemers are 
forci^d to do weirk the^y have neve‘r demc* befeire, 
>'«ich as mining, fexl on starvation rations anel 
mtule to work fe^r long hours.” wreite one* 
Itussian authority. “ The pay is usually .Hd. 
a day, for which the*y canneit buy fooeb 
; he*re is none or hardly any to be had at the* 
‘•auteens. They all* suffer very much from 
lae*k of sugar and fat stuffs, which they are not 
^nveri at all. » >Ieat, of course, they never see. 
^Nlien their health fails, no attention is paid 
^o it and they are forced by blows to go on 


working till limy literally dreip anel are* taken 
away to he)S])ital. When the*y are> wemnded 
accidentally during the^ work, often no care 
is taken of the' w’ound, s(> that it gets bail, and 


by the time the*y are* tak‘n to heispital an 
amputation has to be' pi'rfe^rmed ; that is 
W'hy there' are so many eri])ple?s amongst the 
cxe*hange'd jirisoners that wi're* ne^t incapa(‘itate*d 
at the* frent .” 

The most e*onvincing preiof eif the* se*ve‘rity 
with wliieh tho Jliissian i^risoiicrs w r.i IriMitccI 
was fonml in tlio rapidly growiii)' di'ath roll. 
During th.> winter of IhKi and the spring 
iind siiininer of 1017 returns from many of 
the leading camps wh're the Russians were 
eonfined showed ever- increasing nuud)ers of 
deaths, jiart ieularly from tuberculosis. 'I'ho 
Russians hivl a grim saying: “ 'I'he C.ormans 
eaptureil two millions of us. One million are 
lieiW' dcael. 

The great distress amongst the Hiissians led 
to the formation in Kngltmd of n Russian 
Rrisoners of War ('ommittee, pr<-sidod over 
by Countess Reiu-kendorf, wife of the Russian 
Amba.s.sad >r. 'I'his Committeo raised upward 
of tlOO.OOO from the British puhlie up to tho 
Slimmer of 1917. This ontiro sum was used 
for the direct benefit of the Russian iirisoncrs. 

An Allied soldier who returned to Ktiglaiid 
from captivity in 191C went to the Russian 




said that about two thousand Ruasian prisoners 
were taken from the camp to a factory, and 
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were ordered to nmke munitions for the 
(ierrnans. On their refusing to do so they 
were made to stand to att(‘ntiori every day 
for seven days. Sevonty-fiv'e of the two thousand 
were brought baek to the camp by a back 
entrance, the romaindtu* hav'ing been left 
betiind, no one knt^w where. They presented 





THE COUNTESS BENCKENDORFF, 
Chairman of the Ruisian Prisoners of War 
Committee. 

a pitiat)le spt'ctaeh*,” said tlie soldier. “ Tlieir 

hair was unk('mpt. their cheeks sunken in, 

tlu\v "ere almost nakt'd and they had only 

rags to cover their f(*(*l. The guards were 

ordered to bring them black bread, fii their 

d<»sperat(' eagernt'ss to get at the bread they 

reached forward but were t(»o weak for tht‘ 

effort, ^lany fell down and wi're unable to 

rise again. Some dii'd ‘ at once and the rest 

-%iere taken to hospital, when' l(i died, that 

night. ’ Such a tale sounds incredible. The 

mati, however, made a formal declaration before 

» 

the authorities of its truth and begged the 
lliissians he saw to do something to help their 
|ieopl(\ 

barge numbers of Serbians, including many 
Serbian lads, were taken i)risoiier during the 
great invtvsioii of 10 15. Their iiuinbors, so far 
as can bo told, were about 150,000 ; 30,000 of 
these were sent to Bulgaria, and considerably 
over 100,000 to Gennanv and Austria- Hu ngarv. 


(Comparatively few' were kept in those parts 
Serbia captured by the Austrian?# "p},, , 
place was taken, in the main, by ItuliMf. 
prisoners whose labour was used to cultiviM,. 
the country on a large scale. Over 40 per cent 
more of vSerbian land was cultivated in It) 17 
with the aid of these Italian prisoners than ha l 
ev'(?r been by its ow'n people. 

The question of relief work for 8»‘rhiafi 
prisoners was first raised in February, 
when an English sergeant at Parchim s(‘nt .i 
postcard saying that there w'ero many Serhum 
prisoners there in great neetl of food arid 
clothing. The Serbian H(*lief Fund und(*r(ook 
to rio something, and in May, lOlO, a supply of 
bread was sent to a number of camps throngli 
the Bureau de S(?cours at BtTiie. This s^Nuct* 
of relief gradually extended until in the suiniur r 
of 1917 no le.ss than 02, 500 prisoners wen* 
rec^eiving w’(?ekly supplies. 

d’hese supplies were on a very modest scale, 
consisting only of, at first, a kilo, and then two 
kilos of bread per man per week. 

It was for some* time exceedingly dillicult to 
obtain any exact details of the condition of the 
vSerbian prisoners. Something w’as learnt fr»)m 
men who escaped from diffenmt camps. A 
broad dinVreu(‘(' was found generally in tln' 
treatment in Aust ria-Hiuxgary and in ( Jermauy. 
In Austria-Hungary the ])risoners suflVrc'd a 
great deal from the incompeten(.*e and had 
organi/.ation of their captors. It was not so 
much that^ the Austrians wen' actively cruel 
to them as that they neglected in many cases 
to mak(‘ any jirojjer provision. As a rc'^ult, 
very huge numbers of the Serbi.ans had so little 
food and such scanty means of keeping tlieui- 
selves clean or keeping their camps in sanitaiy 
condition, that attack after attack of typlni> 
sw'cpt their ranks. 

In Cermany the organization was better, 
but the conditions far more rigorous. The 
(Jermans after they began to exploit the 
Serbian soldiers for industrial w’ork, provided 
them wdth food, which, while it would seeiu 
miserably poor to the Fnglishmen and French- 
men, did not excite so much complaint among 
the Serbians men already well inured t* 
himgt'r. 

Conditions varied in many cainp.s. In soin< 
they were undoubtedly ven^r bad indexed. From 
information supplied by escaped prisoners and 
by neutrals it became possible to get some idcM 
of the conditions in the different centres. 

Koniijsbruerh. - Vonditions at this caiiip were \cr\ 
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I’l»' food WH!=« insuftioient and of pot>i' quality, 
mi!i» ot the pris<iii€»rrt being ill with stonuu'h roinplaints. 

S 'V///.— ' Tills was the parent camp for many smaller 
, oil iii.uulos. The ration of bread allowed here was 
il>, ) ' ^ o' ounces a day. Meat was supplied once a 
No clothing was giv^en to the pristmers until 
t!n-v were almost naked. 'Phey were not allowed to 
.jH .iiv to cai-h other when working in gangs. 

-Here the Serbian prisoners were forced to 
\voik in inunilit'ii factories, many of them b<*ing -ent t<» 
ih*- KiMi|)p works at Kssen. They were paid about Sitl. 

.lay and allowed to sp^ak to ear-h other, but siriftly 
lorl’ulden to talk to British or prisoners of other 
ji.vt 1' Mialities. 

//» /*o ?V 7 KV 7 /*d/j.— 'Phero were many vSerbian ortieers 
luMc. of whom about l,:iOb were ailways in hospital. 

\lanthnu-'irn. -'Phis phice was known as “the (ire.ve- 
\ ltd,” itwing to the very lieavy mortality. 

/>/ovf'/'7e/7. --’Phe great feature in this camp wa''- tin* 
J.nve number of S<‘rbians alw'ays in hospital, and the 
|,r,'\ .lienee of dysentery and tuberculosis. No >^oap, 
no <li->infectants ami no invalid food were provided, 
bretul was so scarce that the Serbians could sell thi*ir 
loaM*". sent by the Swiss Bureau, for 8s. each. 

Jtrnunnu. Alu>ut 1 , GOO boys bet ween the ages <if ♦•ight 
and sfxonteen were interned here. Many more Serbian 
i liildreij were kept at AVvyu/cr. 

Olio oxtmorfl inary feature of the eainps for 
Serbians in Auslria-H iingary was that soklic'i* 
prisoiifTs, eivilians, women anrl cdiildren were all 
mixed iij>. '’Idle plaee.s were v'ast concentration 
caiiips, in which enormous numbers of Serbians 
wen^ driv’en, shut in and left largely to their 
own devices. 

In addition to the camps for the St^rhians of 
tlie kingdom, the Austrians crtMited a further 





RUSSIAN PRISONERS SEARCHING FOR 
GARBAGE, LANGENSAL/A. 

series of eonctMil rat ion eamps for Austrian 
Serbs suspi*<;tcd of disloyalty. 

An interesting chapter impossible to write 
in full until alter tlu^ war, eoukl dtMil with 
the escapes of x^risoners. (^uit(‘ a <*onsidorahle 
number of British Russian ami French cdTicers 
and men got away from camps or work stations 



A RRSBRVB HOSPITAL FOR FRENCH PRISONERS IN BERLIN. 
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in (U^rriuiiiy. I'ho Kiissiftns wc^re particularly 
active in alt(;rnpting to csfajic, largely owing 
to the very seven* treatment they received. 
I'hey knew that nothing could be worse than 
what 1 hey thr*n sidTered, and accordingly they 
inad(? a .hold plung(% often erowiUMi with 
success. In some cas<*s they only knew in th(i 
vaguest ])ossihI(^ way the* geograjihy of the 
dMfricts wJu're th(*y li\'ed. 'J’hey wvro particu- 
larly fortunate if they lia<l a compass. 

■riKMj' leual pain was to lake the first oppor- 
tunity or slipping off miohs(‘rved and then 
mak(* stra-ight in ai <*stimated din*ction for 
the nut<*h Knmti(‘r or for the Allied lines. 
'They wouM lie hidden all day in woods, in 
tiitches, or in rocky districts wh(‘re tliey could 
not easily 1)(? siSMi. At night tiny would nian'h 
on. starling as scaui >is th(^ roads were fpiit*! 



BRITISH AND SERBIAN PRISONERS AT 
STOROARD, IN POMERANIA. 

The Serbians are in ra^s. 


and k(*(*ping on till day-break. For a single 
(German t<^) sih* th«'in m(*ant as a rule their 
recapture. Oftt*n enoug’u they ran out of 
food sonu* days before they rea(*hed the Dutch 
Krt>ntier. '^rhen as they got near eana^ th«» 
most exciting time of all. Would they get 
through It W'ould tlu*y la* held up .by wires 
i>r woiiltl (lerman guards meet and recaj)ture 
them at the last m<^m<‘nt ? The scene cim 
be imagined of the men creeping through the 


undergrowth, picking the roughest 
dreariest parts and then making the final (i 
Time after time e.scaj)od pri.sonors tin,!, -|i| 
themselves arrested at tlie last moment Ijy 
(German guards only to find that they 
already ero.ssed the frontier and wore 
in Holland. 



SERBIAN PRISONERS AT KONIGSBROcK 
CAMP, with thsir bagpipes. 

The Duteli uniformly tnnitecl these (‘seaped 
men, of whatevf*!* natitaiality, with the greatest 
possible kindness, gavt* them food, (*lothing, ami 
a hearty wektorm^ and sp(‘d thc'in on t lieir w a\ . 

Otlu'r Kussian ])risoners who were [)iit at 
work behind tlie lines on tlie Western Front 
hoklly mad«? tlu*ir way at night riglit aero*^s the 
(ilerman ])ositions into No-man's-laiul anti 
riske<l being shot by sentries on either sid •, 
There were parts of tlie Hritisli Front in tiic 
spring and summer of 1917 where the cry <*t 
Kus.'-’ki, llusski,” was lieard more than nn(M-, 
jmhI where tlu* sentry carefully eov<‘red thr 
approat'hiiig man with his rifle, as a gaii?it» 
famished figun* erej)t up to liim, thr(*w hini'-< ii 
at his feet and with tears and prayers tri<‘<l 
prov e that lie was a friend. 

'rht*n* were other eases wlierc parties of im' n 
in German uniform, Russian suhjoct.s wdio 1' <1 
heen forcetl into the German army, tried to jo 
over in a body. '^Fliis was still iuore dangen 
aiul ditlienlt. I'lie sentries on the Rritisli ' 
naturally suspected a trap, and tlio Gem a 
troops on tin* otlier side had no mercy for t 
man caught between the lines. 

In many camps jdots for t'seape added to 1 1 
zest of life. Jn one, a group of Russian onic 
had nearly completed a tunnel under the w 
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eii( iii^loments when they were caught, ^fon 
cp. ri 1 weeks and nioiilhs plamiiug iuid plotting 
,!)tLiin maps and compasses and to learn 
. thing of the country through which tliey 
,,iu ! pass. 3Iaiiy men were ca])turod an hour 
two after tlioy got away. Ofleti the most 
r.iii planned sclicmes broke down at the 
oeginning. 

Soiiio sot to learn Cerman that they might 
l,r ;il)lo to got freely about oneo they got out- 
sit h' the walls. Stane, after escaping from 
tlit'ir prisons, took the boldest possible course 


Wo off nrro^!.^ country on compass hoarinj:;. 

Tho first two niijhts woro im^stly throilLjli forest <lntto<i 
i!t‘op with snow, ami it %\as haol (o mako mvioh ])ri>^ios.«, 
tlowc'vor. on tho third ni-^lit wo stuck to road.s ami 
oovcrotl 2S milt's. Kai*h night wt' travollod from dark 
♦ill dayhV'ht. Wo si < ‘pi alt dav. coxorimj; cmr.st‘I\os with 
hay. l>oth ftir warmth ami si'iTccy. Once a parly of moil 
oamo ami romovoil has from within a fow ftM't of whoro 
\vala\ luddoii. hut wo woro iloo[) down, and thoy did not 
*hsco\ cr ns. 

Town.s in (Jonnany nro iiMii;liti'd, hut not as tlark as 
huiidon. Wo iraxcih'il oxer LlOtf mdi's, and all I hat 
limo I suppose wi* did mtl sco inoio than ii do/.im mon. 
<3m*o a siiortsmaii camo within 1.1 xanls of us, hut wo 
just mana;^otl t«> creap away williouf hcinir .scon. A 
patrol once <-hnlh‘nLa‘«l ns mi t lie road, hut wi> had 
al really pa'-'cd him. and he io»>k no o.M’cpiimi to the only 



FRENCH TURCOS TAKEN PRISONERS BY THE CiEKMANS. 


ei<] went right into German eities, ev(‘n into 
h' I hii and then moved towards tho 

Miier along eireuitou.s routes far from tho 
prisoner of war station.s. 

Most of the tales of tho men’s atlventures 
' ' '1 not be related, booause thoy would lie- 
i>lau.s that miglit yet be used by others. 
oiHcer’s story summariso.s, liowover, the 
‘ ' i ' l ienco of many. It was tokl in The I'lmes 
' ‘ M>ril 1(3, 1917 Tho ofYicer was one of a 
I’ '>■ of 80 who w'ere sent from Friodberg to 
camps. Ho escaped on tho way. His 
I- orations had been made caretully in 
^viiCO. 


xx’urds of rj(‘rin.iri I knew. Wf .'^oimi left the road a;^ain 
however, and ii<»thiiij.^ lurther oeeurred. 

Starling on onr final jfairney, we were imlueky enough 
lo ha sloppeil hy n forest miard. A IHt of ahoul 10 
miles i>-- patrolled hy forest ^oianl,^. ;_m.'wd told us to 

hall, which wo did, as w.‘ were m)|y hail a mile fiom a 
villat-'e. and we xx'cro afruiil «»f yix ine an ilarm. lie (ohl 
us he would ‘'hoot if xx'o di<t not mureh at oner*. 'I'lieii li« 
starlfil to bluff u.s. <’ounliii« ’■ Kin. /wei,” and fumh|ini» 
in his piiokol. for an ima^iiiiary revolver. \VheM ho 
eame to fount '* Drei ” it F«*!l rather flat, and ho tlaai 
a^kfd to see my laiper-i. 1 had a card remly, ami I 
sliowfd it to him. 

Tho in'tnal frontier at this point i- in a belt of fore.'^t, 
comewhat similar to tho Ncav Kon-st. It wa* very 
diniciilt to keep an aeeuralo route, hut there were no 
wiro entanglements or live w'ire«. The «ole ^mi ird i" the 
forest foree. who are generally urrncil xv'ith rovoiver.s. 
Ono would think that, living in a prison camp, one 


HKlIliili IM<1S(JNEKS Oh WAK AT UOlifcRU Z, 
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1 1>i' ton soft to stand tho st)rt of tliintr wo wont 
,jh. hut w'O iirrivo<l in porfootly irotul liO)dtIi. 'I'lio 
poriod of tho jonriioy whs hittorly <;c.ld, niid our 
, , l>oill(*s w-oro fro/.on hy ihiy and fn\dit. 'I'ho nni.Nt 

■ i-.mt poriod wa^^ tho Iji^l throe da\ 'i. when it niiinHl 
.nitly. 

\\y th.- siiini!U‘r of 1017 tlK* pro))Ioin of 
,1 tiding tho prisonc'i-s of war lia»l a^xaiii 
,, It liod ii point \\li(*ro thrrt* wiw ron,! uu- 
among all intorostod .in tin' uc-ll- 
Im iim of AllitMl suhjtHds in (Jorman Innuls. 
M l in prison(*rs, })oth <_>llioors jind nu n, \\(‘ro 
)i\iiiy under roasonahly good con. I if ions, 
rio* olliccrs in t)iirt icnlr.r, aItJionnh chafing 
nn'ilcr num(*rous niint>r restrictions and dc- 
pri\f‘(] of tlu'ir freedom, \v(‘ro not, as a rule 
-.nhicef. to ])hysical discomfort. O'lu* Jiospita.1 
tn itnu'iit for ])rison<'rs, apart from t lu' more 
outlying <lislricfs, had g(‘nenilly improvt'd, a,n<l 
in many c*a.s<*s tho liospital ant liorif i< s made 
nasonahhi provision for tim treatnu'iit. of the 
iiici). Somt^ of th(i lios[)ital abuses whieh 
marked the <viThf'r stages of flu^ war seemed 
now scarcely ])(»ssihle. 

In th(' majority of tlt(> ea.m[)s the housing 
a-ccommodat ion, the, sanitary tirrangemenls, 
and tln' gtaieral control W(‘ro on a much Ixdter 
ha>is, af h^ast as far as Hritisli a,nd I^'ren<*h 
prisorK'rs w<'re conc(*rned. There was still in 
>nme of titese, cjinips mueli arbitrary trOiitment, 
and re[)orts reaclu'd Kiiglaiid of individual 
< a,sos of gri'at harsliiu’ss a.!id oppression. Hut- 
wor(» not so (‘oinmon as at. first. And 
while the (h'rnnin food was more inade(piat<’ 
til. Ill ever, the pa-rcids from l^nghind ma.d<^ 
ample provision for nearly all of the inttaned 
Ih it i>h. 

Allot, tu*r great improvement was in tlu* atti- 
tnde of cdviliatis. People who two atid a. 

‘all M*ars b(*for<^ laid gr(‘(dt-d our Jiien with 
al»n^i. wotd<t then, if the,\’ could, have 

h)f!«ted every kiiid of physi<*a.l violeiu'c c.ii 
th< 11, now l()ok(*d i)itifullv and sadly at flu*m 
••''h r tliari otlu'rvvise. Th(*y Inul passisl the 
"t ot mad exaltation and had tlu*mselvcs 
t' ' t'd to the full the bitterne.ss of war. 

then, in view of these favourable 
d lopinc‘nts. was there uncasiiu'ss V 

first uiu'asiness arosi' from fear of the 
‘ I of |)rolong''d confinenu*nt upon our nuai. 
Im ts of QU[. prisoii(*rs laid now’ been in 
• ri hands for close on thret' years. During 
“ ' "f this time they Jiad h(‘en ])uoyed u[> 

■ hopes of speedy relt*asc, liopes constantly 
• l“^>inted, ev’cr to lx* rcntwvc'd again. Most 
‘ se older prisoners had gone tlirongh 


cxpt'ri<'nccs of tlu‘ most trying kind. It vva.s felt 
that men could not staTid mneh more without, 
ni many eases, jicrmainait a.ud irrt'parahlo 
damage*. 

1 he iii>\t <‘ause of mu‘a.siiiess lav in tho 
gn>winir pi*(n)fs that flu' mon* moilei’a-ft' forces 



BACK PROM A (IPKMAN PRISON. 


ill (lermany vverv Inang time aflt r time di fea.ted 
or ov’<*rl)o!’ne in their jilans for* nu»re himnine 
treatment of prisoner Theie was a. period 
wlu'ii tlx* <Iei’mn.n a.ul lx )i il ic^; <'nuld he indueeil 
ma.kc some offort to |■^‘ltlcdv’ ahiisrs hy tho 
argument that the facts about these would 
t)ro<lui*e verv ha.i-iufu! impres-%ions upon iieutni 
nations. This argument was inoie and moro 
losing its efteet. 'The gu'ea.t neutral na.t ions, 
notably the Cnitixl States, had now taken siiles 
a„ga.inst Cernuiny, aiul there were growing evi- 
don<*e.- of a wjlhiigness nil the jiart, of some of 
tlie aulljoril ies to adopt the most ext nine 
courses, irresjx-et iv <■ of vvha.t a,ny otliers 
t hough 1 . 

"^riio grow ing I -x ploit a.t ion of prisonei* la bour, 
the disgra.^-efnl means hy which men w ere forced 
to <*onsent to man nfa,et lire mimitions of w a.r 
against tlxir own people, (»r to help to bnil<l 
trenejies against tlieir Allies, a,nd insta,nees such 
as th<‘ <x>iu-eaJment for nmnths of inmdreds of 
Hritish prison<*rs hehiial t he \\ estern trout , wiTCi 
all evick'iiees of this. 

Plan after i)hin ff>r the betterment of 
prisoners’ conditions, sucli as the excha.nge of 
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ol(l(^r iiini, and tho relief of thoso who hod been 
a lon^ time in ea|)tivity, were lieM \ip by tlie 
Oennan autliorities or by evasive 

answers, although they would havt* benefited 
Germans e(|ually with i^ritish. Kaeh month 
gave th(' Jiritish a stronger argument to use in 
di'fenee of tlieir own iM'0[)le, for eaeh montli 
during the winter and s[)ring and summer of 
added to the number of (German 
})risoners in Hritisli hands. 

'riuTe were many proofs, however, tliat the 
Germans deliberately shut their eyes to all 
evideneo of the way their pwple were treated 
after capture. On inore than one occasion 
they cxcusetl their own conduct on the plea 
that their ill-treatment of the Hritisli was 
in reja’isal for ill-treatm(*nt by the British 
of the (h'rmans. ^lany things seemed to 
show that tlu^ GtTman liigher authorities 
would only with difliculty be moved from their 
purposti by a plea that their own people who 
were prisoners would be benetited. 

It was felt more and more in England that 
one great need w as for tlie Go\'ernment clearly 


to state its ])osition on the prisoners of wte 
(juestion, to announce what immediate Tneasnn's 
it would take in cases of proved ill-treatment, 
and to hold fast to its policy. 

On more than one occasion speakers for tho 
Government had announced tho f)Ossibility ot a 
policy of reprisal for certain things. Tin sc 
threats were not carried into effect. Abov(‘ slK 
it was felt that even late in tho day tl‘‘* 
authorities would still be well tidvised to nuiKc a 
complete end of tho policy of semi s(‘crcc\ 
w'ith which the prisoner of w^ar question lu^'i 
been sufrounded. They had nothing to conc ai* 
Every visitor to tho British |)rison cami"^ 
became a frejsh defender of British metho<l^- 
Wide circulation of accounts of ill-treatm* iit 
of prisoners certainly caused resentment 
Britain against the enemy, but also did m< i< 
than this. Such accounts w’cro more tl- » 
once a powerful influence in securing 
])artial redress of wrongs. And tho ilesirc • ' 
all classes was that no effort should bo spsi* 
no weapon unemployed, to aid our men 
enemy hands. 
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THE WAR GOVERNMENT OF THE 
BRITISH PEOPLES. 
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Zealand — Ai^stralta — Newfoundland — M eeting of I mperial War ( ’ahinet — ( ‘onstitution al 
Headjustment Postponed (Jeneral Smuts Stays in Kngland to Attend War Clarinet. 


A FT DR two and ti half years of war it 
at last bcH^ame <‘Icar to the rulers of 
(Jreat ]3ritaiu that a Cabinet repro- 
seriliiu^ all the s(jlf-|/overniii^ Stat<'s 
uf tli<‘ Dinpire was a necc^ssity. Dn Christmas 
Day, 19 1 (), the invitation was issued \vhi<*h 
n snlted in the* ineetiiii? of tlie War Caliinet and 
< 't)iif<*r(‘nce in the' spring f)f 1917. 

1'he invitation was one of the first acts of 
iIm* Covernment of Mr. IJoyd (Jeorge, which 
liad .-.uceeeded Dial of Mr. Asepiith. It showoel 
ill the new British Ministry a gift of imagination 
tlu^t jiad been signally lacking in their pre- 
<l» f rss()rs and a defiance of eonvention which 
^oi'i full of promise for the future. Mr. Rloyil 
and his eolleagut^s must liave full 
'■i‘*>lit for the invitation and its eonsee|UCiu-es. 

of them, ho\\e\er, had b<*c*n membi'rs 
‘‘t the Coalition (iibinet under Mr. Asquith, 
•hi-, with the fact that thi' invitation to the 
I' unions was issued so soon after Mr. IJoyd 
•'• rge became Prime Minister, suggests that 
Hi.spiration came from the new' IjIoolI in 
•“ •abinet. 

•' seemed, no doubt, natural enough at the 
that the Briti.sh Cabinet should be the 
sioj.. repository of the Kxccutive power of the 
for war purposes. }3ritish \LnisterH 
always been responsible for the internal 
XIL—Part 151 . 


nJations of the Dmpire. J'Ik* control of 
foreign ])oli(‘y inevitably earrii's with it 
other iletinite f‘X('<*iit i ve powcTs. 'The 
Huthorit_\^ which d<H-i(h*s who the allies of tlu.^ 
Statcf a.ri* to he, and wlio tin* i'licmit^s, must 
know' w'haf naval and military force hneks 
its diplomai’y at any given moment- NavuVw 
are not Imilt armies a-re not orgairii/.<*<I, t rainetl 
and miistereil, without money. h'iriani'ial 
provision for tiiem lai<l tlu*r<‘fore to he also 
uiuler the control of the iia‘ii who d4*cid(Hi 
foreign poliey. J'ln'st* pow'<*rs tlie British 
syst<Mu eone<*ntriit4‘d in the hands of British 
Ministers. Dominions had notliing to do 

<*ither with the authority vvhieh t h<*y eonhTrtuI 
or with tin* burden which they **iitail«‘d. So 
it was w'lnai the war hrok(* out. So it n*main<^r] 
fill tln'cn.l of 1919. 

I'osterity may vvTirider vvhy a systc'm 
\vhi<*h left the supreua^ pc»w4*r of the Dm|)ire 
in tlw^ liands Cif on<? of its <*omponent Stall's 
had been aeec'pted with so littU' (juestion beforc3 
the war and rc*maine<l unaltert'd for tvvt) and a 
half y<nirs after w’ar laid c*ome. d’he naisoa 
<*an be given io V4*ry f<*v\' words. Tho 

British Dmpire w'as a pea<*eahle State, so far as 
it was a State at all. Men have laboured to 
show the falscRios-s of the Certnan accusation 
that Great Britain — ^with her sea- power, her 
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. (Ail(l-4‘nibraciiig possessions, lier f»ir»rt‘*U‘hing 
,, — was the real antlior of the wjir. 
i iirir labours, it may be conjeetured, were 
,, I so siie<M\ssful in some foreign eouiitries 
. might be ilosirocl. Tliere was a good ileal* 
-i.it was speeious in the CJerman case. Hnl 
r , i-stablislied by single fact that 

n.i‘ naval and military stnaigth of the banpire 
right up to August, IhU, ufion the 
Initish voter alone. If the rulers of thi* 
I'.inpire liad designed war, if for any length of 
time before war brokt* out they liad ovcai 
}).-lieved that it was a contingency which hail 
t<» I)(‘ reckoned with seriously, it is incon- 
( t ivahlc that it could have been so. Hut 
th.it is by the way. The point at tfii* moment 
iv iliat tlie failure of thi' iiritish p('oplt‘ to 
liad for tlnar naval and military power any 
hroader basis than they had had in th(‘ days 
(>i (hi^'eii Elizabeth wa.s tlue, to the fact that 
they sought peaet^ and ensued it — assuming 
t h»^ while t luxt all otlu'r pi'oples of the world 
<lid th(' same, or that, if they did not, they 
would be (coerced into inaction by the more 
inert foree of tlie (‘siahlished order of Europi'aii 
(•i\ilizat ion. 

I'pon t hat dream the thimderholt of Oormany 
nasliod in August, 1111 t, and destroyed it. 

I hit yt‘ars had to jiass before its fantasies failed 
trom tlii^ minds of tlu^ l^ritish peo[)Uw. 'riie 
Jinnies of tlie .Dominions were mustered imd 
(■Jtine into fiction on the l)at t-letields of Europe, 
"1 Asia, and of Africa. Hut still the strategy 
thcit mov^ed tliem on tlie chorjuerod board of 
tln‘ world-wiir was I be .strategy of Eritish 
Ministers. ( hillipoli wa.s one eombiiuition of that 
>trjitegy ; tlii^ defence of lOgypt anotlua* ; the 
‘•jniipjiigns of Mesfipotamia ami of I’tu'sia a 
til in I ; tlie invasion of Gorman »Sonth-\Wst 
Kast Africa yet another. In all, just as in 
*hr cfimpaigns of AVestern Europe, the decision 
Jh’itish ATinisters was fiei'epterl witliout 
M''<>tion by the Dt)ininions. Strategy as the 
of the executive nav^al and military 
“ji hority of the Eiiifiire, strategy as the weapon 
’ ' ’he fliplomacy of the Empire (the Dominions 
h in effect, up to the end of 1111 (i) was no 
' < ern of theirs. It was tlie concern of British 
'^h' Listers and of them alone. The Dominions 
' most scrupuiou.s in their single-mimled 
< rvance of this princi[)lc, with all its con- 
'f*uces. Tliey were under orders, and they 
^ * ‘ d to criticize or cavil at the men who had 

'ivc the orders. Campaigns might fail 
. ou.sly to jjroduce the results that they were 


obviously designed to ]iroduce, but the 
l)ominions refrained evini from good words. 
Tluue had never been a more marvellous proof 
ot the innate sense of diseipline of the Britisli 
jieoples. It was magnilieeut ; but it was not 
\\ ar. 

A system whit*h thus held its authority oxer 
the Britisli jiooples for so long a period after 
most exacting trial diMuands real iimlerst amling 
of its origins and .its jiistifieat ions. If it was 
rooted in tint essential pejicefulness of the 
British I'hnpire, that doe^-; not explain why 
wlu*n the war ejime it \\ ns not aba.u<lone(l 
immediately. 'The rejison is that flit' British 
pt'oples were slow' to imagiiu' any ot litM* system. 
I'^ven w ht'ii the IJtiyd ( Jt'orgt* Minist ry changed 
it hy ii ^.lr^>k** of the ptai at the t*ml of 111 It) the 
]>4‘ople, not only t>f the British FsUvs but of the 
Dominions, biiled almost compk'tely to under' 
stand the <;ha-ngt'. The truth is that they wtu’e 
still ohsesstMl hy t ht‘ trjiditioii of tlit' hegtuiiony 
of Great Hritaiii within thti Empire. 'l^hey 
might proelaim their belit'f that the relation of 
parent and child, as betwi'en (h'tMvt- Britain and 
the Dominions, was a thing of tin* p.ist. They 
might ta.lk aliout etpiality of status as hotw'tnui 
the States of the k^mpire. All this was vt'ry well 
in thotny. But it was not so in pract it*t*, ami the 
Dominion ptjoplt's knew* that it was not so. 
I'] veil the theory of the Imperia,! systtuii tlid not 
support it. It was loose t-alk. ’Tlit' Imp Tial 
authority liad still the right to veto At't s pji.sstid 
by tlie Dominion Legisliitures. The right was 
practiejilly iii abtiyaiiet', hut it liad been usimI 
not so many yt'ars bt'fore Bill. And in very 
many small ways — apart from tht* supreme 
powt^r of eoiit rolling fori*igu |)olie.y a el its 
a.eet'ssorit‘s — thti actual snvt'reignty t>l' Great 
Britain w ;is provM‘d by (‘xisling fact s. 

Tht* real statesiutui t>f the Dnminioiis knew 
this piufeelly well, though tiny wen' not- in 
tin* habit of making a point ol it in public 
spetH*lu‘S. It was recognizt'd inst incf i vel v 
thnaightait the Dominions. 'Thty kdt the 
suprtMiK* govta’iimt'iit of the Empim to British 
Miiiislers bueaust' th<y had always b<*en 
used to have it so. This left I htan frt'e to 
enjoy full local autonomy. It tlitl not- int t'rfere 
with tlit'ir ctaivenience. It kept tluin l•elnott» 
from the wtirries and tangles of European 
jjolitics, of w'liieli tliey kntnv little and wtiiild 
have liketl to know iiotliing. And it freetl 
them from the linancial burden of ariniiments, 
allowing them to devote tlmir available wealth 
to the development of their local resource.s 
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Thoir liopo of speedy prosperity depended on. 
siieli development. British supremacy witliin 
the Empire encouraged and justified that hope. 

Xo wonder that Germany, deliberately 
preparing her bid for world supremacy, looketl 
with scorn across tlie “ German Ocean " at 



SIK ROBERT BORDEN, O.C.M.G., 
Prime Minister of Canada. 


tlie British Empire*. Evc^rythiiig seemed to 
sliow tlisit th(^ Britisli peoples kept together 
merely by a miracle of elianeo, which the first 
(ouch <»f deliberate aggression must shatter. 
Vet beneath all this appa.reiit. iiidifferenee 
there was a deep eurrenl of reflect ioji on the 
Imperial future. The j^aeilist dream liad 
not st*diieed a.ny hut a small minority of the 
British people. As early as 1012 Sir Hobert 
Jiorden, Prime Alinisterof (\inada, was looking 
forward to the day when the population of 
('anada woukl rival in mimbers that of the 
Britisli Isles, and hard vtaitured the rejection 
tliat Britisli Alinisters could not much longer 
Iiave a monopoly of foreign policy or the 
people of Great Britain he iinieh longer saddled 
with the sole burden of maintaining the Navy 
and the Army. Dominion Ministers, too, 
liatl a j>retty shrewd idea of Germany’s designs. 

\\ hat a fantastie picture it was that Prussian 
iiiilitarisin made for itself before tlio outbreak 
of tliis war ! ” exclaimed Sir Robert Borden 
in a speech made to the Empire I'arliamentary 
Association during his visit to Europe in 191i3. 


“ Tt pictured Canada, Australia, and X- 7 
Zealand standing aloof anci indifferent or seek r 
an opportunity to cut theinselve.s aloof tr ^ 
this Empire. What is the actual jiiein-.* 
to-day ? They are bound to the Empin* i,y 
.stronger ties than evv>r before, and are prej>ar. <l 
to fight to the death for tlie inaintenanc*- 
its integrity and for the preservation of onr 
common civilization throughout the world. 
What of South Africa ? The Prussian pietmo 
was that it should flare into rebellion at on< 
cut itself off from the Empire, and proelaini 
its independence. What is the actual jiieturc > 
The lieroic figure of General Louis BoiUiv 
receiving the surrender of Gorman SouthA\ e>t 
Africa — a territory larger than tlio Genu m 
Emjiiro itself.** The “Prussian picture’* 
seemed “ fantastic *’ enough in 1915. But it 
had haunted the minds of many t hought fill 
men throughout the Em[)ire for yeurs liifore 
1914. Would the JCmpire stand the sudden 
strain of a European war ? Would the 
Dominions aerpiiesei^ in a deedaration of \\\\r 
made by the Jlritisli GoNornment [iraetieally 
witliout eoiisultation with them i Tlle>^** 
speculations proved to be s[)e(*tres of tin* 
imagination oiilv when war came. The iiiero 
tlin‘at of war dissolved them. Four days 
before the British Government declared war 
the (Jovernmont of Canatla, to quote Sir Rohi-rt 
Borden again, “ took the res[)onsibility . . . 
of seniling a messuge to TTis Majesty’s Gn\» ru- 
ment stating that if war should imlia|)j)jly 
supervene they might be assured tliat. Canada 
would regard the quarrel as her own and 
would do lier part in maiiitaiiiing the iiitepity 
of this JCmpire.” TIuj same spirit aniiuatid 
thi^ Governments of th(^ other Dominions, and 
the German dream vanished with the hreakiuiz 
of tlio red dawn of war. 

There had, long before August, 1914, btcii 
tentative approaches to some common systiui 
of defence fc»r the Empire. They were in* «‘^ 
approaches. They dirl not get very 
But they revealed the .son.so of the Domini' 
tiiat the defence of the Empire could not '•<> 
left much longer to Groat Britain alone, and 
they might, if war had not broken out, U ' 
led to the gradual ov'olution of a system wli ^ 
woultl have put the executive power ot ’ 
Empire in Dio hands of a body represent.Mt c 
of the Dominions as well as of the Hrif 
Isles. Thus, in 1909, a memorandum by 
War Office with reference to the format i«>i 
an Imperial General Staff was circulate 1 
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T. ril Crewe, then Colonial Secretary, to Aus- 
tralia, Canada, and New Zealand. The Union 
South Africa had not been formed at that 
(jMie. The Colonial Secretary in his covorinp: 
l, [tcr pointed out that the ineinorandum had 
Imm u j^repared in pursuaneo of the third resolu- 
tion of the Imperial Conference of 1907, and 
c\[)ressed the hope that “ the principles and 
procedure exj}lainOfl in it may meet with 
Hcccptanee from your (Jovwnment,’' ami that 
it would bo “welcomed as showing the lines 
(HI which action should be taken in dev’olopiug 
and improving the existing organization of 
the defence forces ’* of the Empire. The* 
inuiii points in the memorandum wen* tlius 
simnaarizod by the War Ofhee : 

I. 'J'h(i neoc-chity for th« niaiutciiiiiKu; of '<n|>roimioy, 
^liich ahine <'aii oiisuro any military cd-opc'ratioii at all. 


liiiiHy }>rovi'‘it>ii f(.>r tm dcprivc's military 

forces of Tnticli t»f llu'ir potmitial vahic, while adotjimto 
preparation has Ix'cn proM'd in all recent euintiai^ns to ho 
a paramount laetor in ‘ceurinj' a rat>id and successful 
decision. For those reasons, althou:;h the Oversea 
Dominions may Ix' nnahh' to uixicrlakt' dt'tinite respon- 
sibility for anything' heyoiul lix-al dt'fdiiee, it would still 
bo well, in orgauisin;i for such dcfiMicc*. to consider I ho 
n(*ccssitic!l ini*id('iit al to the situation in which t ho 
Dominions beyond flu? si'as dt'sircd to }j;iv(* t'Oe^-tive iiiili- 
tary service in association with the troops of the Mother 
( ountry. .Such a coiit infj;cucy has been kc[)t in view in 
tlx* accompatiyinu: pai><‘r. 

It would hfive hecu well, ns hitter experience 
sh()W’e<l, it that, contiiigi'iicy ha.<l net only bct>ii 
contcntplatcd hy the War Od^ice iii 1909, hut 
had iuspinxl tlu? dchnitt? tu’ganization ef an 
Imperial (len(*ral Stall. As it was, the W’^ar 
onic-e Mt‘mf)raiidmn seems to have had no 
d<‘tinite result. At least, wdieu war tlid eomo 
ill 191 I, there was no vdsihle sign of the exist- 
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2 . 'I’ht* desirability ef a oorfain !)road plan of milifary 
‘'t uanisation f<ir the Kmpirc. but notari^id model making 
Xfi allowanco for l<x‘al difTicultics. 

■k .V conception of combination in which the armed 
t rees of the Kmpirt^ would bo origan iscd in two parts ; 
’*•' first part having: Itx-al defence jis its function, the 
' 'xid designed for the sorv’ico of the lOmpirc as a whole, 

Phci War Office appended to this summary 
■'- 'hort .statement of the coiidit ions which they 
'* -eptod as governing in practice these ideals* 

1 be Army Council are well aware that the sclf-i^ovcni- 
* Dominions can kIvo no guarantee that roritiiigents of 
'■ uiv’cn strength or composition will he forthcoming for 
■ ice in any part of the Empire in the event of a great. 

At the same time, they fully realised that the fccl- 
of loyalty and afTection towards the Alother (kmiitry 
“Ttained by the C)vcr«ea.s Dominions will operate as 
f ‘Tfully in the lioiir of trial as they did dnrin2 the 
' ' nt war in South Africa. 15ut the lack of definite and 


4*nc<? of any organization whatever fiir irniving 
tf> the sc-eru? of the various (‘ampaigns hodit^s 
of troops alreafly org<inize(l in the Dominiotis. 
v\s a matter of fact any sch<*me for constituting 
an Imperial (huieral Staff in 1909, or, indet^d, 
iifi to 1915, was merely a ])lan for putting the 
cart before? the hor.s4?. "Tin? Dominions had 
n 4 *ver coiitemplattsd in any serious spirit thei 
nec4?ssity of S4*nding troops to Eiiropi*. Th(^ 
military r>rganizat ions of Australia, South 
Africa, and \4?\V Zealand, though Iheiy weni 
based upon compulsion. W4*re int4*nd4?d solely 
for th(? provision of a Home l)efen(;4j Force. 
The militia of Caruvia w^as clesigned for the 
same purpose, and even for that purpo.so wau 
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t mas|)ar4*ut ly So tliat it may bo 

said with trill h tliat IhoroJiad )>oori no aj)[)r<)aeh, 
iij) (ill lini, towards (ho orj^arii/al ion of any 
ooinjiosito foroo, di’aw ri from Jiritish and 
Dominion troops, which mi^^ht ho a\aiiablo for 
(ho sor\ ioo of th<‘ lOmjiim in any Hold should 
war hroak out . 

'J'h*» naval position, from tli<' point of viow 
o{ (ho of)-ot)t»rat ion of tho Dcjiiiinions, was 
handy any hott4*r. "I’ho atrroc^mont witli 



[//unit's 


LOUD llAKt^OlIRT (Mr. Lewis Harcourt), 
Secretary of State fjr the Colonies, 1910-1915. 

Austi'alia. and Xow Zi'aland which was mado in 
Aiiujust, 1000, lod to tho formation of tlo* 
Australian Naxy. Ibit haii!: ladOri^ tho war 
hrok*' out t lu» Ai s I'alian (Jox ornmont wajs 
('omplaininu about tho firactical results of 
(luit atiri'cmont . Australian .Ministers wore 
n'prosentin^ t ha.t t lu'y had done tludr part, 
and that the .Australian Xavv was in tlie way 
to be<‘onu' a weapon such as the a>2;reemen(. 
had contemplated, ddu'y co nplainod that 
tho otlter side of (ho aijjrecjiiont had been 
almost wholly ignored by tho Admiralty. 
It “did not appear" to them, they said in 
a dispat<‘h which they sent to the Colonial 
Sv'cretary on August 10, IDl.d, “ that the China 
and Kast Indies units are being provided.” 
This wits perfectly true. As a matter of fact 
the naval agreement of 1900 had broken 


down. Tho tension of naval eonipetitiou 
Kuropo IukI become more and more se\< 
The threat of the (German Navy compelled i 
Admiralty to concentrate everything in i , 
North Sea. It was necessary to strain evi , 
nerve to maintain the minimum rate of cm.;. 
struction ^liat was in any xvay consistent w .»ii 
'i<'curity. It be(*ame more and more difh< ii!i 
to wring the money for this desperate c<auprti- 
tion in arms from a Parliament which 
continually being soothed by Ilritish states- 
men whenever it showed signs of being a[)|a*^- 
liensive about the designs of (Jermany. Tli** 
Admiralty were absolutely right, in (hcM* 
strait circumstances, to ignore tla^ na\al 
agreement of 1909. They had much nion* 
urgent work in hand, and no academic; rtigani 
for their undertaking to Australia and New 
Zealand could have; justified them in risking 
s<icurity in Km’opean w^aters for tln^ sak(' of 
the x)rograinme to whudi they hail set their 
liand in 1909. 

The fact is (hat tho naval agreement of 
1909 was an attempt to compromise bctw4‘cu 
]>olitical and military considerations. Aus- 
tralia and Xew Zt^aland wert^ growing mor * 
and mort' anxious as they saw the incn‘asiug 
coiuHuitrat ion of British shii>s in the North 
Sea. They began to fec*l loiu'ly and negh‘c(<M( ; 
to imagine tluMus<‘lves a ])rey, in (he e\t‘nt of 
war biu'aking out, of e.ny hostile wnrship (hat 
might be prowling about the Paculic ; to redt'ct 
tlial tho highest strategic intiau^sts of (la 
Kmj)iro might be ])erfectly consistent, in (lie 
vuwv of the Admiralty, w ith halving the shon 
of the Pac'iHc Dominions uiiprotia-tixl. Thin* 
was a good deal 4>f (ruth in all this. The war 
wiaui it did come speedily showed that, if it 
liad not been for the w'ar.shi[)s which Austra-lia 
had built for hta’self, lioth Australia and New 
Zealand would have bi'en very awkwartll\ 
at the mercy of tlu* j)owerful Cerman w!o- 
ships which wert^ stationed on the coast <'t 
China. The Admiralty no doubt felt in 19‘ > 
that there was this much in the requests • > 
Australia and New Zealand ; that it could • 
little harm to register their a]>prox'al of (*• 
construction of an Australian Navy; and Ih; 
conceded the principle. When it came, liov 
ever, to haxdng to carry out their part of ti 
agretMuent, to scuid ships to the Pacific and 
provide personnel and equipment, they ver 
naturally drew back. 

I'hus there had been no true beginnuig, eitl; 
on the naval or on the military sale, of 
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y, j] organization of Imperial resources befi>re 
I fll. Nevertheless, the need for some kind 
jdint Imperial action had lieen very geuer- 
recognized. At the Imperial (\>nference 
,,f 1911 Sir Joseph Ward, then Prime Minister 
oi Xew Zealand, moved a resolvdion asking 





iVandvk. 

SIRm, JOSEPH WARD, K.C.MJh. 

Minister for Finance in the New Zealand 
Coalition Cabinet. 

tliat th<^ High Commissioners of the Dominions 
should bo summoned to tlin Committee of 
Imperial Defence when naval anil military 
matters alTecting the Dominions wi*re un<ler 
ecuisideration. Tlu» resolution wa.s amended, 
and was {massed in the following form ; 

I. 'riuit one or irjore n'fjn'seiit at ives, a|)[)oi iitc'd by tlie 
rc'^jM'ef ivo CJov<Triinent'^ of the Doiiiiiiions, should lx? 
iMMted to attend ineetin;is of the Coniiiiitteo of rir\|MMi;il 
when I’f eavnl and niilitiry cleteiic? 

t)ver.sea Doniiiiioiis conshlera- 

-• 'I’he [)roi)()sa1 that a Defenee (^nrmiit tee slu>iild he 
!• l.iljli'shfd ill oHfdi DoininiiJii is ae<*e[)ted in priii<*i()lt?. 

I eoii.^t it ut ion of t hese l)i*feii<*e (yominittees is a 

( t-r for eiich Dominion to dix-ide. 

hi the autumn of 1911 there was a ehangi^ 
^•1 Coveruinent in ('aiiada. and Mr. Borden 
Mj<M i*^.defl Sir Wilfrid I-ianrier, Tn the summer 
‘d l:U2 Mr. Borden v isited London. Tn private 
eori\ orsation with the Prime Minister, Mr. 
I’lith, and with tlie Colonial Secretary, 
Harcourt, he 4?xj)ressed tlie desire “ that 
Canadian ami other Dominions Ministers 
might be in London as members of the 
imittee of Imperial Defence should receive, 
mfidence, knowledge of tlu» policy ami pro- 
iugs of the Imperial Government in foreign 
other affairs.” 


This suggestion was the basis of a statement 
made by Mr. Harcourt in a public speech soon 
afterwards — 

Tlu'r*' is, t>ii till' |mrt of I'tiiiadiaii Ministi'rs iiiid pt'oph', 
a natural and landabic ih'sirt' f«>r u ^roator nn*a‘^uro of 
oonsiiltaf ii>n and ro-n|it'rat ion with us in tho fuliiro than 
thi*v havf had in th<‘ past .... Spt'aUinjjr fur inysolf, 1 
stM' IK) €>b>^t iii-Ir, aiul <<'r!ainly no tibjort ion, to t ho 
< Jov»*riiinonts of all t h»' Dt^ininions boiii^ i 4 i\ on at onoo 
a lar^or sharo in t ho o\'‘oiiti\o diroot ion in mat tors of 
dofonoo and in porsotail ooiisiilt at ion and co-oporal ion 
with individual Ih-iti^h MiniNii'rs whoso ilufy it is to 
traiiK* polio\’ ln>ro. I slmuM wolooriu* a moro (‘out iiiuous 
roprosout at iou ot Dominion- Mini'-tor'-. if th(‘y wish it, 
upon tht‘ ( Vnimiit t(‘t‘ of linp«‘iial Dofonoo; W(‘ should all 
h(‘ ^lad if a tnomhor or iik'ioIms-s of tho-(‘ t’aliiiads could 
b(* atiiiuallv in bondon. Thi* door ot fellowship a>nd 
IritMithhip is always opi'ii to tlu'in.aiid wo roipiiio no 
formaiiti(‘s ot an Imjx rni! ( ‘ont(‘roiio(' tor 1 Ik' ottni inuil y 
of Tmpc'riai (‘ontidf'iioo. 

'.riie suggest iou thus made by tlu^ (\»lonial 
Secret !i.rv on bchtilf of tln‘ Imperial ( iovernin(*nt 



SIR WILFRID LAURIER, (LC.M.t;., 
Prime Minister of Canada, 1896-1911. 


wiis formally accept «*d by the ( i!o\’ernmc*nt t)f 
Camnia, who at tin* first opportunity stationed 
a member of the Canadian Cabiiud p<*rinaru5nt ly 
in London. Tln^ (iovermnents of tlje other 
Dominions w<*re not so hivounible to the sugg<?s- 
tion. The New Zealand t hiverninent , for 
instance, wrote on Jnmi 19, 191. ‘I, thtit thtty 
did ntit “ eonsidt^r it advisable at j>res(*nt for 
a permaneiit apjioiiLtnduit to be made, but 
rather that, when at any time acc're<lit<Hl 
Ministers of the Government of the Dominion 
are in Kngland, they may be invited to attend 
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the clolilxTat inns of tin* ('oiiiniit tec of liiijicrial 
Defence in a lil<(^ marnn'r as has ]u*en tim 
privilege of tlie New Zealan«l Minister of 
Defence, f’olonel Jjinn's Allen, (Iurin<j: Jiis recent 
vnsit.”^ 'I'lie ( h)\ <-?’fiment of South Afri<*a 
tiven more emphatic. On .January .‘Mh 
tJjey \\rot<^ expressinjr appreciation of Mr. 
Harcourt s siic^icstion aial of tlie “readiness 
o\a‘nc(‘(I 1>\' His Majesty’s (ioveinuauit to make 



MR. JOSEPH COOK, 

Prime Minister of the Australian Commonwealth, 

1913 . 1 *^ 14 . 

provision, t hmugh t he machinery of t he 1 mpta'ial 
Defence ( \)inmit tta*. for neuH^ frecpient opp()r- 
1 unities of consultation ])et>\een tlie linx^erial 
and Dominion ( Joverninents.” '^flie rest of 
this dispatch is so signal an illustration i>f the 
kind of attituch* wJiieh may be adopted by the 
Dominions to wi*ll-meant suggest ions from 
lOuglaiul, likt' that of Mr. Hareourt, that it 
navy bi^ (pioted in full ; — 

Ministers lnv\«* iioUmI with plejisiin* tluit, us ^Ir. Seere- 
tar\ Hiirrnnrl i lulicjitt’s, lui ii«'\v tlepartiire in 

const itut ionul is intiMul('(l, hut that the j>ropO'uls 

of Mis Arjvjt''-t y’s ( !iin iM'niniMit niv simply a fnrlhnr fxpnvs- 
sion of tlnit spirit of nintnal consultation and helpful 
co-opi'ral ion whit-li in the past has so ha])i)ilv aniiiiattMl 
the Hritish eminent in its relations to the tJnvtM’ii- 
ment sof t he self -^tiverninL: I )oniini<ins. 

Not tnily ha\t' inatler-! i>f gra\ e military and naval 
eoneern to the Mmpire aiul it'^ e«iinponent parts been very 
fully and fretpiently di-'ens-vil at various Imperial 
Defenet* < 'onferimees. hut, at ineelinj:s of the Imperial 
IX'fenee t\nnmil Mis Majestv’s Government have 
math' to represent lit ives of the IKtininion Goveriimmits 
full and frank iliselosnres on very important aspects of 
Imperial Forei^:n Policy. In the interval hetweoii thesi* 


eonfereiiee^ .Ministers have repeatedly received fnM.' 
Overseas suh-cornmit tee of the rommittec* nf [i,,, , , , 

Defeneo the mo^^t vahiahlo teehnieal a-lvieo in nv.n 
defi'iiee ami ni^^eiiionts tor the Mnion (of South Atn< ,i 

'Hie existin'^ machinery for eonsnitalion and sn.:^< i 
Ij.is thus worked so smoothly that .Ministers would In [ 
to st*e any n<.*w tleparture inan> 4 nni 1 (sl wliich ini,^ht in t 
end jn'tjv'o less sat isfandorv in pra<*tiee. fn jiartn i.' 
they doubt wludher the idea of a Minister of the | . 
r«‘-<idiny: in London fin- the purpose of eoiistantlv o i. . 
sent ini; the Union Ch)Vi*rnment on the Jiiijierial |)ei. r 
Ckininiittee is praetieahh*. 

As loiv the control f)f fnrei^^n policy nwnmn . , 
iin<ler [irest'id conditions it must n(‘<*es.-.,aril v h um *, 
solely with the finrierial t lo\'(>rnmc*nt, anrl the Itnp<r,il 
(Jovc'rnment Cfuitinue. as ai^recil at tin* last lni|M-ii,| 

( 'oiiterenee, to eoiisiilt the Dominions on all r(iie ii, t., 
of forei;^n [lolicy which alTis t them individually. Mini ». i . 
do not- think it is necessary to havt' a Union Mmi-n ? in 
eonstant attendance at the Tinperial J Jefenei* I ’omnn i O r. 

It is always o[»en to the Union ( J ox ernnuMit eitlit j | > 
seidv advice from tlie Impeiial Defeiu’o f'oininittee m 
writing, or, in more im[)ortant east';-, to ask for a peis,ii.i.il 
t'onsiiltat ion between that (Jommittet^ ainl the 
si'iitativo of the Union Governmt'iit. In the latlt'i- « ii . . 
undoubtedly the more convenient cour.so, al any i ii«‘ 
so far us till' Union is eoni'ernt'tl, would he that i*it ln-r l Ik* 
Prime Minislt'r or the Ministi'r or IMinistors wiio r- 
d<‘partfuei»t.s an.' more spi'eia-lly eonetu’netl .should visit 
Loiitlon lor I ho purpose of such consultation. 

’'Pile Austniliaii ( Jovm’ummit, of whieli Mr. 
Cook, tlu'“ Liberal hnider, was tluui Priim* 
.Minister, gav4^ no spin* i lie atiswer to Mr. liar 
court's suggtvstion that they should send a 
.Ministm* to J.iontlon to bta*ome a permaiLent 
meml)<‘r of t h(‘ Imperial Dtd’eneo (’onimitlce. 
'1’lu‘it* rc|)ly, dtited Detember 11), 1912, to Mr. 
Htireourt's (u.)mmunieiit ion, mitd*' an alternali\«‘ 
suggi'st it in : - 

It is impracticable for any Gtimmon weal I h Mnu'Cr* 
Iti \isit Mn^Iaiid ihirin;^ the ensuins.! year, fm* in 
of the oreat imptirtanee of tin* Dominions adoplin.' a 
eomintin policy anil having a eornplete undt'i-standin.' mi 
the tpiestion of co-operation for naval defene.*, it i- 

suggt'slt'd that a. subsidiary eunferenet* should hi - 

vt'ui'tl ill .\ustralia, in t'itlu'r January or Febrnar\', I'H.I. 
If this i.s net practicable .Ministers woiihl be prejian- I t<' 
attenil the eont«*n‘net* in New Zealand, South .Vlne.n 
Vancouver, ( 'anada. 

Mr. llnreourt’s suggestion bad been si'iit i'» 
Australia ])y telegram on December H), Ihl-. 
The Australian re[)ly making tliis alleruali>*** 
suggestion was also sent Jjy teh‘gram. b 
evidently took tlie Colonial Ofliet? quitt‘ 
surpri.se. It was not till January 8, P‘!». 

that Mr. Hareourt replietJ, and his reply i< 
took the form of an eiifpiiry whether tlie <1 
of the proposed eonferenee had been eorr« < ^ 

given ill the Australian telegram of Deeein ‘ > 
10, as 1013. The next day the Austral i 
Ministers replied liy telegram : - 

Year naincii, P.M.'X correct. .Ministers desired 
feix'iice might be hchl at once in view of general cl' - 
probably occurring -May next. 

The subsequent commimioations betu* a 
the Colonial Office and the Dominions at" 
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A\i^trali«T.n sugfipstioii coustitntt' an illuini- 
• .liui? n*volati()U of Oio (•u!n))roiis niacliiurry 
X which tho affairs of tlio lOinpiro wore c*oii- 
in tho year }a‘foro tlio war, Assur»*(l 
I ^ ! lie Australian (Jovt'rinnout that they wmit oil 
-,|)ooial (lofonco conforoiioo an<l w*a,iit<M| it 
lickly, ^Ir. Harcourt rocoilod almost with 
j, iiror fnan tho sii«^^(\st ion. VIoaso inform 
...nr Ministers,” lu* ti‘lo^ra.plu‘il on dannary 10, 
to tlio (lovi'rnor-t Jonoral of Austr'alia., 
■owiuf? to situation of ])iiblic alfairs lioro. W4' 
lirni it ((uito impossil>lo to liohl ^aior-al Xa\'al 
1 )t‘l‘onco C'oiiha’onct^ at date named and ]>la.<*4's 
'Nij:u4‘>tod. (.)tJior I )ominions could not a-tt^aid 
at short notice, and it is doubtful wladhor tlicy 
would desire a. ^4‘ncral conference at pi\‘s4‘nt. 
Dcl’onco ^linist^'i* of Xiwv ZtMiland is now* on 
Ins w*a.y to lOni^Iand, and Defence Minister of 
South Africa comes iicro in May for individual 
consult ation. After your ^<*nera.l tdection we 
sluvll welcome any Minister of yours wh<» <‘(»uM 
visit favirla.nd for iliscussioii." This telegram 
wa.s sent to tin* Australiati < toxernment early 
in January. It was not- till f\*bruary 22 t liat 
a copy f)f tla* tc^lc^rapluc (*orrc‘spon(h‘ncc 
htJween Australian Ministers and tla* Colonial 
OfUce was despatched fi'om tlui (N)loniail Oflict* 
to the .Ministers of Canada, South Africa, New 
/<‘a.larid and N<‘w foundland. h]v4‘n then, e.s 
the dispatch coverinjx tie* correspond4‘fic«' 
shows, it was only t h<‘ ajipearam'c* “ ifi the 


public Press ’ ot “ statcuM'ids ... as to a. pro- 
pos'd 4*onti‘r4'nc*' upon na\ al ih'fi'iu*!' " w’hi<*h 
K‘d the (\>Ionial (^tli(*4^ to (*ommuni(*at 4 * th* 
Australian suLj^i'st ion. to the ( Jovi'rnmcnt s 4)f 
tlu'otlaa* I )onn’nii>ns. .\su matter of fact 1 h‘* 
spei'ial Di'tence ( 'oufi'ri'iice w liii’h Australia 
thus su^ijCt'.xted was lU'X'i'r hi'ld. d%>wards the 

♦■ad ot l!)l.‘l thi' .Vustralian ( h>\ 4M*imu'nt 
iviu'Wi'd tlu'ir su^iLji'st ion tliat such a. conf4'rence 
should }> 4 i held. Put cii*i*umst anei's W4‘i*4*. un- 
propit ions, a.nd whi'u the su^Lr4*st ion ca.uu* to a 
head in .March, P.ll t, it was foumi that it wuis 
impirssibh* both for 1 hi' Ni'w Zi'aland and for 
tla* Austr*alian ( 5o\ 4‘r*nua*ul to S4*nd i*4*presi*nta- 
tivi's to it. 'I'hi' conf4*ri*nc4* was thciu'fore 
abandont'd, and aunost- t*\ac|l\' foui months 
later w a.r broke out . 

^rcanwhile tJu* Ca.ua.dian Covernnu'nt/ had 
laki'n actioji on tla* suiiut'stion in the ri'sohition 
of t lu* Impi'rial ( 'onf4*icnc4* of HM I, w hich has 
alri'a-tly bi'cn referri'd to, that a I )4‘f4*n<*4^ Coin- 
jiiit t4‘4* should 1)4' 4*sl ablislu'd in 4*aich ()ominion- 
In tla* sp4'4'cli which lu* mad4' to t lu) spi'cial 
si'.ssion of tla* Dominion Parliana*nt in Au».;usf, 
Ihlt, Si?* Kobi'i’t Poi*d4*n, Pi’ina* Ministii* of 
t’amida., descrila*d the action which had b4'<*n 
tak4‘n in this I’l'specl . “ I ia*4‘d not. sai\',” la* 

sai<l, ”lha.t in tla* Cnit(*d Kiiiiidoju ii?nojms| 
th<>s4* most c*los4*ly in touch with tla*s4* matters, 
4sp4*c*ially amom.^ tla* mililarv a,nd na.\'a,l 
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autlioritirs in Ou? Unit^vl Kingdom, Ihoro has 
})eon for many years ai eoriv icrtion that some 
<*ff(u*tivo organisation in tljo [)ominions of tho 
Kmpiro sliould bo j^rovidc'd so that an omer- 



[Lafuydte, 


SIR JOSEPH POPE, 

Canadian Under-Secretary for External Affairs. 

^ency sueh as that \%hi<‘)i arose so suddenly 
would not find us altoj^id lu^r in confusion/* 
Ho wont on to say that in January, 1914, Sir 
.Joseph I'ope, Canadian Undersecretary of 
State for lOxternal Affairs, had submit ti^d to 
Itiin a prfiposal in this connexion. Ilo tlicii 
<piot<'d a l*‘tter whicJi ho had written to Sir 
Josejih ]N)pe, in which lie said tliat he 


aj>proved of tho proposal for a confen j 
“ of deputy heads for the purpose (jf < 
certing measures to be taken by the \arli 
departments of the (Jovernment [)rirniK .. 
concerned in tho contingency of an outl)r. 
of war affecting His Majesty’s Dominions, ^ 1,1 
more particularly of considering the prepara 1 1 . ^ 
of a War Hook which shall set forth in dei.i i 
the action to be taken by every respouMhl, 
ofhcial at the seat of (Government in the e\ri ; 
of su(*h an t»m<^rgency.” J’he letter authori^. | 
Sir .Joseph Pope to call such a coiiferem <•. 
“ JJio work,” Sir Robert Honlcn add<‘d, “ w( nt 
on during tlu^ winter months, and. . . I ran 
descTibe what has bi*en accomplished mur. 
conv^'iiiinitly by reading a memorandum which 
has been prepared by tho (/liairman, and whirU 
is as follows : — 

ill tin* S<*cn*lary dI' Stale f«»r tin* Coltniic', cfjtn- 

iikiiiiicutr*rl to t liis ( !ovoriiiiH‘rit ('('rtaiii iiirtnoi'ainlii ot' t lit- 
OvtT.sort l)»*l’cti(‘c ( *oniTintt<M* oiitliiiiii;j:. tin* ar*tioti to In* 
taken l>y the naval and military aut liorit ic'< \vln*n 
lions with any I'orviju power hcssniu* ‘-traitu*d, and on 
the ontkreak of wa.r. 'J’he su^jl'jjestioii was <*<»nveyed th.n 
Uie 1 Jovt'rniat'iits of the \ aiiovis self -yov(*rnin;4 iknnimon- 
inight. adv:»nta^<‘onsly jjrepare a similar record in em li 
ease to meet stndi eont inj^eneies. J^y the direction ot tin* 
< loverinnont- tliesi* rei'oinmeiidations wi*re (*on‘'i<lered h\ 
tlie local iiiter-d(*part mental t’ommiltee (which is eom- 
posed of tho expert otlieers of the naval and militia 
depart inc‘nts, sittin;^ t oi^'et lier). 'I'he iVunmittci* n • 
portoil tliat a conforenee of those dejiuty ministers wince 
ilepartmonfs would jji'iniarily he alTeete<l by an oiilhrciilv 
of war .should he held to eoiisider how best to .Lcive ( fT*M t 
to tho proposiiJs of tho ()vor.sca Committee. 

'Phis ion was snhmitted to tho nriiiie Alini-ter, 

and riM!rivril the ajiproval of tlio (h>vcrnmi*nt. 'I'lieie. 



GAMBR1D(^R HONOURS IMPERIAL STATESMEN. 

Tie honorary de|(ree of l.L.D. was conferred on the following members of the Imperial Conference on 
June 14, 1911 : (left to right) The Agha Khan, the Maharajah of Bikanir, the Earl of Minto, Sir 
Edward Morris, the Duke of Devonshire, the Earl of Crewe, General Botha, Sir Joseph Ward. 
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, :i inoetin^Ji . • • was h<*lcl. At tliis inrotin^ 

.lof’itU'd that the Serrctarie'< -ihonM aecpmint ^•aoh 
, thcr of the conferoiiee of the vai ious eoiil iiiLrenoies 
,, . h night arise, in the evtnit of whi<*h the eoopenaitni 

; (lei)ixrtnieiit would he ivcpiirtHl ; thus euahlinj^ him 
, , i.'i iile what steps would bo neoo'^sai'v to ^ive elTeol in 
,|,.i>i-.ioiis of the Confen nee, and to tleta.il an t»tVieer of 
I li-parl intMit to confer with tla^ Secretary in the actual 
, ,, ij.ilation of the War Book. 

of suh-eoininit tees wore '^uhsiMpumtly ht'ld 
,!ii lime to time, at which tlio necessary action to bo 
t l^cn by tht^ vaiitms tlepartmcnts in the event tif certain 
. , ..ii mg<*nci**s arising was t'arefully consitlt'n^tl anti tlefor- 
i. ,i,rd. Kaoh dt'partnient then proceeded to deve^lop its 
Ik Imo of aotitiM in detail, the whole being suhseipu'ntly 
, ertliuati'd and incorporated in tuu' schenu*, intlieatiiig 
il. • kM»ui>e tt> be followed by the (hivtu'ninent as a whtilt' 
,11 ;in emergency arising. 'Dus scluumi was then siib- 
t. Ill ted to anti appnivctl by IIk* I’rime Minister. 

I'lie taking of those pn'caut ionary measun's ))ro\«‘<l 
f{)rt unate, as on the receipt of int<‘lligenc‘e during 
the last few weeks of the serious situation in Buropo this 
( «Trmient foimtl itself in a ])ositif>n ff» ta.ki', without 
till’ '•lighli'st di'lay, such ac‘tion as the evi*_it'n< ies of the 
iii.kmeiit flemandtvl, eommrrent ly with llis Man 'll \’s 
( !( t\ ermneuti an<l witli the si'-ter Dominions of the 
I'liii [)i re. 

Sir Bobert Bortlon tcsl.ifi(‘d to the value 
ol tlio ]m‘[uii“at ion which Jitid tints Iummi made 
ill ( ^madti. ‘‘ I ciumot ovorcst imatc," lio 
suiil, “ tin* groat tid\'antag<‘ to t hc‘ country 
whieh rcsult(‘d from having tliost* imUtcrs 
considtu'CMl. determined, and arranged in 
advance in conjunction ^^itJl the Im|)<*ri}t.l 
( In\ criiment . "riie it.rrangcnu‘nt.s wliicit 
uen* instantly ntM-cssary . . . were imuh* 
without the sligliti>st coiifusiou. All communi 
cat iotis from the Imperial authorities we.rt^ 
act 0(1 upon promptly and with, as F say% im 
<ntiro absence of coiifusioti. Kv^tv detail 
ha<l h(*eu previously worktnl out. with pre- 
ci-i<»n.'’ Tt is interest ifig to have this ref*ord 
el the prt'pare.t io7is for wa.r whicdi lia<l Immui 
tnade in (’atiada. Sitnilar ]>repa,ra.t if>ns, tliough 
tiot |)t‘rhaj)s itx the sam<i completein^ss as to 
detail, had presuinaljly been made in t lie otlier 
1 >‘»niinionH. For all that it reni lins true that 
the foreign policy of (he Kmpin*, nec^^ssarily 
iia hiding the declaration of war, and inevitably 
e volving tla^ provision of naval and military 
furco sufFicient for war f>urposes, rtuuained up 
tlie actual outbreak of war w'liolly in the 
Im-ikIs of British Ministers, ''riio attcm]j(s 
I" eroato a joint Imperial authority in naval 
'id military matters lia.il not F)een succ 4 *sslul 
* Jiiiso such matters were essentially adjuncts 
^ tho power of war and [toace. So long as 
^ solo responsil^ility ft»r tho foreign relations 
‘ 'ho Fmpire remained wdtFi Jiritish Ministers, 
Fiad the ])eople they represent I to 
**'• in the last n^sort, alone, and without 
' <ither than voluntary assist an<*e from tlie 



THK MAHAKAJAH OF BIKANIK. 

One of the Uepresentatives of India at the 
Imperial War (Cabinet and Conference, 1917. 

Domininiis, (lu* l)uni<*fi of provIdiiiL'^ the 
ncfcssary' naval and military strength. 

When the war broke out it was cl<*u,r n.t 
oia*e that (Ireat Britain alom* could no lonmu* 
support by licr.'^<*lf the wholly weight of this 
burden. d'lic imm<‘diatc nH omiitiou by t Im 
J)omiiiions (^f this tued has long hc<'n a 
p]atiturh^ An<l wry soon llm Icad<-rs oj the 
Dominions w«‘r<* h<*giniiin<g to say that tho 

15 1 3 
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THE IMPERIAL WAR CABINET AND CONFERENCE, 1917. 

1 ‘ ft to \c'.itedi : Mr. A. Henderson. Lord Milner, Lord (^iirz.on, Mr. Bonar Law, Mr. Lloyd Cjeorge, Sir Robert Borden, Mr. Masscv, and (iciu-raf J 

Siandku^ {\i\ middle): ^ir Satyendra Sinha, the Maharajah of Hikanir, Sir James Meston, Mr. Austen C^hamberlain, l.nrd Robert CTecil, Mr. Waller I.onji, ^ir./osepli Ward, 
Sir **erley, \lr. Hi>^crs und Mi,' lluAcn. Standing (hack mwl : C'aptain Arnery. Admir-.i! Jellicot*, Sir l''t.i\\arJ ( ]ar!»on, 1 ord Derby, ( ivnerni Siorri^ 
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raising of Dominion armies must involve 
111 the future some real part ieijiation in the 
.nreign policy of the Empire. At lirst, 
jiowever, the amount of work that had 
lo he done within the Dominions thenis<'lv<*s 
ill raising, training, and e(pu])piiig men ; 
ill providing all the elahorati' organi/afion 
of an army in being ; in supporting it 
by (ronstant reinforeenit'nts ; in providing f(»r 
its feeding and its health conditions, gav<* 
^‘veryoiio so much to do that there was not 
much time to think about the future, cemse- 
((uences of these military activities, 'riu* 
same, of course, applied to (Jreat Jiritain. 
tf it seems strange that there should have 
been no attianpt to gather an (executive War 
(^aincil of all the leading men of the Dmpire 
there is considt*rablc t'xcuse for t he failure tt> 
do so. The initiativii had to <*Mnu‘ from the 
Jnipt*:*ial Dovoriiment, au<l British Ministt'is 
wt‘re so overburdened with the mere executive 
work of the war that they shuddered at the 
very idea of assuming the additional respon- 
sibility of consult at ion w ith a formally sum- 
moned body of Dominion ^linisters. As a 
matter (»f fact siibsecpient. experience showed 
that if J)oniinioii ]Ministi‘rs had be«‘n asked to 
Clime to Jjomlon for a War Cabinet as soon as 
tlu‘ir local affairs allowi'd them to bo abs4*nt. 
their presence would have light<*n(*d the work 
of British Ministers v(‘ry much, a-iul they 
coulil have tlcterniim*d tla^ broad liius of 
Imperial fonagn ])olicy and of British strat(*gy 
by sea and land in a way wliiidi might have 
had a profound influence on the wdiole 4*ours4‘, 
of the war. W'luit the moral ('fleet of such a 
Council might have been it is impossible to 
sa^^ Tt is triK^ that wdieii the Imp4a’ial AVar 
Cabiiu't did m4*4*t at the bi'ginning of IhIT its 
moral influences was not \'ery perceptible, at 
least at th(' moment. Th(*re may, how( V4*r, 
have b(»en iM'asons for this which would not 
have operated in th(^ cast* of an Imperial War 
Council lield much earlic'r in the^ war. In 
th(» spring of 1917 the whole Empire was waiting 
N'ith straimvl antic'iimtion for the beginning 
ot the Allic'd ofl4‘nsiv4i in the M\vst. (JiU'af 
hopes were built up4jn it. Tt was perf4*ctly 
obvious that the stratc'gy of tlu' ofTensive 
must have be4?n determincfl long before the 
Imperial \Var Cabinet met. Its m4‘mbers 
could not conceivably aff4'ct or amend that 
strategy. Jt W’as unthinkable that they .should 
attempt to impose their will upon Sir Douglas 
Haig, who was commanding the Briti.sh Army 


in the West. By the beginniug <»f 1917, too, 
till' Dominion Armies had long been in the held, 
d^lit^ <‘fi('et of t heir assist aii(^»' had been im'asuivd 
by experic'iiet*. Xof. that tlu're wa.s any 
<lispositiou ill (Jreat Britain to under4'st iimite 
their \ alia' ; very much the opposite. But 
it was by t luMi a familiar thought that all 
the p4*opl4\-s of tla- Empire weiu^ in arms 
togetla'i*. 

\ 4‘t barm wa.s et'rtainly done by the 
fa.et that wlu'u tla' I )omiiiii^n .Vi'mii's <*ame 
into the (it'ld it was tla' British ( Jo\ermia'nt 
alone that et>utrn]led their dt*st ina.1 ion and 
tht'ir movc'iiu'nt s. (Jallipoli was a most bitter 
lt's.sou of w ha.t that meant. Vt*ry little 
had biM'ii sa.i<l opi'uly about this aspi'et of that 
glorious but fruit h'ss and t4‘rribl\' <*ostly I'a-m- 
paigii. But W4‘ may bi' sure that it was not 
without its effeet and that that I'flV'ct was 
wholly misehic'voii'^. Mow4*\(*r mueli p4‘oph^ 
ill England or iu tla* l)omiui(/jis might gloss 
it <»\(‘r, t h(' fact rianaiiu'd that British Miuistc'rs 
had S4*ut tlu^ first Australian eoiit iugi'iit. upon 
an (‘\])i'dit ion w hich, as sul)s4Mpa'ut iiiN’i'st i- 
gat ion sla»w4'd only loo eh'arly, hail b4'4ni 
doouu'd by uur“(‘rt ainty, and by failure to 
ri'fkoii tlu^ true na'asm*> of its diflieiilt ii's, 
right from tla* outset. It might ha\'4i math' no 
d i fieri *u(*4' to lla^ actual n^siilt of t lu' (Jallipoli 
4*x|)edilion if it had Ix'i'ii di'sigiK'd and initia.t(*d 
by an Impi'rial War ('oimeil hax ing an Aiisira- 
lia.:i reprt-seutat i\’e a.-^ om* of its membt'rs. 

besit at ions and eoul ro\ ersies which nuirnal 
its Ix'giiiiung might liaxu la'eu just as many 
as tla'v wi'i'i*. Its n suits might Jia\ b(*eii as 
small. But it would liaAi^ nauh^ an imiiu'nse 
difference to th(^ whole Empire' to know that 
tlie n'spousil)ility n'stc'd, not with British 
Miiiisti'rs only, hut with an Impis’ial War 
(’omu'il. 1'hat is only oia^ instaiiec^ of the kind 
of efleef which t hi' .si m m aaiiiig of an lmpt*rial 
\\'a,r Cabinet ipiiti' soon aft 4a* the war l)<*ga,u 
miglit have had. It is ea..sy to imagine many 
otln'rs. Bossihly the i ffect would not havi' Ix'cii 
so gri'at or so Ix'uelieial as, in rc't rospc'ct , it 
may .‘-I'em likely to have bi'cii. An Impi rial 
War (’oiinei! would ei'rtairily not li ive put 
every! liiiig right. 'Idie War Cabiui't whi'ii it 
nv'l did not find a n'liKMly for evi'rythiiig t bat- 
was wrong. Soon afti'r it sc'parated it was 
still possible for Mr. Holman, J*r4*mi(*r of 
Xew’ Soiitli W’ all's, in the first public speech 
that he made after his arrival, to riwoal the 
faet that the headers of opinion in the Dominions 
had little more information about the real 
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progress of th<* war tlia-n Iho man in tho stroot, 
t)jat what Ilu*y kiiow' they almost 

lintiroly from tho iiows[)aj)C*rs, aii'l that tlio 
i‘(‘sult of loaviim thorn Uius w itiioul any spooial 
^uiclanc'o or confiilont ial intormat i<)n had hoc^n 
that thoy wt‘re unal)Jo themsolvos to give to 
thoir own ]j<’oj>lo tlu^ load whioh tlioy would 
liavt^ likinl to hav'o given. 

Howovor that may la‘, there was really no 
reason whv' an fmporj'al War Counojl sliQuld not 
have met c|iiito early in 101 a. The normal 



i/.Rluf/< - Iry, 
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mooting of tlio Imperial ('onforeue<\ a.s a matter 
of fact, was duo for that year, and it- would have 
hoon tho easiest thing in tho world to have 
pruned its usual exeessos of discussion and to 
have turned it into a businossliko conforonco of 
Imperial represent ativos for the sotthanent of 
Jmpt'i’ial policy and Imperial war measures. 
It w'as not for lack of suggestion thai-t tlie 
(Government of the dtiy failed tt> taiko tliis very" 
obvious step. In .lanearN', 10 1."), The Titnes 
urgt'd the (Jovernment to consider wludher it 
would not be the best thing to hold the Imjieriail 
(^)nferonee in its nornuil course, ailt hough the 
Kmpire wais tit wiir, 'This s\iggestion wais 
discussed aill through tht' Kmpire. and it 
must bo said that the most generail tendmey’ 
Wiis to think that the spring of 10 la wiis not a 
good time for the hokling of an lm|)eriiil (V»n- 


ferenee. 'I’lio main reason for this view wfi 
tliat the critics had not really troubled t«. 
understand tho suggestion of The T'imes, auii 
hafi assumed that wdiat it w^as proposing w.* 
tlio usiial sitt ing of tho Imperial (^intereia 
with all its traditional paraphernalia of agendii 
and long, sot discussions, and verbose but inei 
feetivo resolutions, and baiapiets, and luiudaMm 
wdth more interminable sjjeeches. As a. inettei 
of fact The I'lmes had proposed nothing of tin- 
kind. In a loading* article published on 
January 11), 11)1.1, it ausw’orod tho object ioii«. 
which had been made. It explaiiuMl that it <li(| 
not suggest the calling of an Imperial (’on- 
ferenco in the ordinary sen'^e. ‘‘ ("Vin any<un- 
doubt,” it asked, “that the meeting of tin* 
represent a.t ives of tho Dominions wdth InijH riji! 
Ministers w ould bo an iinmonso benefit to t hr 
cause of Imperial unity ? . . . Krom oth r 

points of view’ tho meeting of the Conferene»> 
would be i‘(|ually adva.nta.geous. . . . The 

peoples of tlu‘ Kmpire art' tight ina this war as 
one na.(i<»n. Dissipation t>f idTort, inconsisteFi- 
(d<*s in administrations, o\*erhip[)iug, miscon- 
c*e[)tious as to the best ineaiis of a.tta.ining the 
common end — all thesi* lesx'u the nations 
fighting pow’(‘r. Vet, wdth tho responsib’o 
authority dividt'd betwi^ai the Motlua* ( 'oiinny 
and the l)ominions, and hetwetai the no- 
minions themselv('s, su(di a.dminislrati\ e handi- 
caps an' et'rtain to a,ssi'rt themselves. What is 
needed is an opportunity, as soon as possii»lo 
this year, for adjusting tho balance betwe<*n 
t hese aut horit it*s and for co-ordinating what is 
ladng done at each of tlmst' wddt'ly S4'parated 
centres. (Jorrospondenct^ is slow and notori- 
ously iuadcfjuato to deal w ith needs of this kiiul. 
A few" days of ])ersonal intercourse between 
the men who aro responsible w’ould <lo more 
tlia.n reams of letters and floods of t«‘h'gra!ns.” 

Head to-day, these words seem the niost 
obvious platitude. Yet at the lime when thc'V 
WH're written th« arguments which they’ urgeil 
and the suggestion which they supported weio 
scouted almost ovory’wdierc throughout tlio 
Kinpire. Tho only prominent statesmen who 
supported them were Mr. Fisher, then Prime 
^Minister ttf the Australian Commonwealth, and 
]Slr. How 4*11, leader of th<^ Liberal Party in tlw 
Provinct* of (dntario, (’anada. At the moineiP 
when the suggestion was made by^ The 
Mr. Fisher wjus visiting Xew’ Zealand. He 
<»uci* ex[)ressed the opinion that : “ Man> 

of our difliculties have ari.-*en from the want ‘ f 
opportunities for the repre.-entalivcs of th* 
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Dominions to meet with those of the mother 
rouiitry. . . . 'i he gravest issues cau 
he dealt with by cable, or by dispatches which 
do not arriv^e until a mouth has elapsed. In my 
,, pillion a Conference this year would be of more 
\ iiluo for all parties concerned than any yet 
jifld.” A month later Mr. Fislu*r rcturiunl to 
Australia. I’re.ssuro had evidently been put on 
him from Croat Britaxin. Ho saiid tliixt ho axnd 
his Ministry wore still (‘onvinc<‘d of tho “ extromo 
iisefuliioss ” of a Conference axnd thaxt he be- 
lieved ax greait opportunity wais being missed. 
!hit he axdmittetl tliait he waxs i impressed by tho 
iiiaidvisaxbility of “ embairraxssing the Imporiail 
tloNoniment with a renewaxl of obviously unaic- 
ceptaxble suggestions.” In (/ainaxda, meanwhile, 
the reception of the suggestion haid boon very 
much h\ss faivouraxblo thain in Austrailiai. Prac- 
tically all tlu5 leaiding men of (lie dominion were 
ixgaiinst it, and indeed, axs ^Ir. Kislu‘r laid saiid, it 
waxs much eaxsier for (daxnax liaxn Ministers to kcc*p 
in touch with the Imperiaxi ( Jo\'(^rnmcnt thain it 
wjis for Ministers of more distaint Dominions 
hkti Austrailiai axnd Xew Zeailaind. Tht* one 
dis.'^ent ient in this cdiorus of disaipprovai!, Mr. 
Rowell, emphasized paxrt iculairly tin* vailua* of 


an Tmiaerial Conference in IDlo from ax moral 
point of view : 

Cam you [ho ii*.ikotl j ^ivo tt) (lormauy, ran you give to 
Kuropo, ai niorr splrmlid inanih";tiitioii of the unity of 
Iht' Kinpirt*. iviitl of tin.' drterininat ion ot all jmrts li> 
ijCo thi^ tight through, than to ha\ e rt'presontat ives 
from tht‘ I'jiitpin' mt'fl. and taUo cimnsel ti»grther as ti» 
whaL \re ran all do and rout rihiit e to hnug this ronfli«‘t 
t«> 41 .snfc»'s-ful etMH'lu'-ion V I ih» hopi* tluit u heu other 
p*»rti(iiis of thi' l!iii|<ir4' joi' Jislvitig tor tins t \>nt»‘rence, 
whii'h by it', rou'.i it ui n >11 shoiiKI he held fhi> year, the 
t h>\ t'l’nmeiit «)f ('uMiidik will luit drop the )u>liling of 
this Jin}4i'ruil Jt'.'.einhiy tin' tiie henelit of the whole 
tail pi re. 

'The lmj)t‘riiil ( Jovt*rnm»'uf . bowt*vcr, haid 
iiiaidt* up tlu'ii* mind thaxt tbi'N' would not liaxxi* 
tin* Jmpcriail (\»nfcr*‘ncc meeting in lllir). 'To 
axil suggest ions tif Hu* kind they tappost'd tiu' 
blaxnd axssumjation thaxt tin* Conferenet*, if htald in 
P.)ir>, must he tin* saime Ivind of eouteiu'iice axs it 
haxd axlwaxys })4*em axnd t'ould not he maide into 
any ot ht*r kind of confcrt'iice or taxke more tha^ 
form of ax waxr council, 'riiis clinging to tluj 
ialcax of a marmaxl < 'onf<*n*tici‘ ” axs ( lit' only kiiul 
of confcrt‘n(*t) ])ossihU' waxs conspicuous in ax 
speciail slaxtt'incnt on tin* matt ter luaxale by iMr. 
llaxrcourt, still the (’oloniaxi Sccrctairx', in I he 
House of Commons ou April lo, 1015. Ht> 
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doclarod that ho would “ state exactly what 
happoaod in relation to this matter *’ : 

Affor war Itad broken out Flis .\Fiijo'^ty*.s Government 
assumed tFmt it would not bo for llio convenienco of 
finy of tlio parties that tho normal Conference sFioubl 
meet f>n its duo daf<*, which was May of this year, Imt 
no corn mimi«*at ions on tFio matter passed Fietwoen us 
and the Dominion Government s. Early in December 
la-t I was tmidc uwam privat<*ly that Mr. Eislier, the 
Ihime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia, was 
in favour of the rneetin;; of the Imperial (kad'ereneu 
ilnrinur an«l in spite of the war. I cornmnnieated this 
faet Iiho privHt< !y hy tele;iiaph to the Prime Ministers 
of all the oth.r Dominions, ati<l they unanimou-Iy 
a^M-ef*d with us that the holding of a normal (Jonferein'O 
this visir’ rlurinj^ h<»stilities would hf^ <lilli<Milt if not 
impossible. Ill two eases at l<*ast it was said tliat tho 
atteiidnnce of Ministers was impracticable. 1 then 
iiif<»rm(*d tire Prime Minister of the t Vimmouwealt h 
that, in view of the praclieal unity of opinion, we hopiMl 
lie would reeo; 4 ni/.e its force, and he repli<‘d that he Innl 
no wish to |jress the matter farther. A few «lays in^o 
^Ir. I’i.^her was reportod in the Pr<*s-i as sayin^ with 
refer(‘iu*e to the Imperial Conference '' What th<* 
Di'itish < lovs‘rnmeii t e«m'<i<lcrs to lio tho (toireel thin,j; 
is i^ood enoii;^h lor my ( loviTtiment. 'That is all I ha.v*i) 
to say.” And i i a pri.ale letter to rn daU“d Fehruary 
15 , he wrot<» ; ‘‘ 1 cheerfully fall in with tho deeisimi 

i.ot to hold the Imperial Confereneo this year, thoii/Ji 
I have not heen able to convince myselt that tlie reasons 
j'iven for postiionin;^ it wcu’e sulVa'i 'lit.. Ifouever, 
we have a policy for this trouhle that ^I'fs o\er all 
dil'iicult ies. When the Kin)j;’s hU'.ineNS will not lit in 
with our iileas. wo do not press tlu*m” - an admirable 
example of tliu spirit in which the Dominions deal with 
Imperial affairs <lurin^ the war. 

All udmirubh^ i‘.\a.mpl<b and wholly 


bonofioial to the 'Empire so long as tho wisdom 
and discretion of British Ministers were erpial 
to tho great responsibility laid upon tlnun bv 
this self-denying ordinance of Dominion Minis, 
tors. Tn this case the complacency with wliieli 
Mr. Harcoiirt made his announctunent on 
April 15, 1915, seems not so Mdiolly just ifhil)l. 
as he ev’idently beluu'cd it to be at tlie f inn*. I r 
certainly did not satisfy Australia, wliic}- 
uuderstood perfectly wall that Mr. Hare a at 
had liegired the. whole (tm^stion, aud that wli.i.t 
Mr. Fislier Jiad suggested luul not h(*eu a 
“ normal Coufenuice,” but a special war <*ouu<*il 
in wdiieli war measures might he coucertt*(l l>y 
the leading men of the various parts of the 
Kmi)ire. ]\lr. Fisher, in fact, had said so 
without any e(|iiivoeat ion. He had point 'd 
out that all tlu* a.ccessori(5s of tlie uoimal 
(\)uferH‘uee " w t‘re uin‘sseutial aud coiilil easily 
bt* dis[)('us('( I with; and that nn hat the I)i*nii- 
iiioiis wanted was to know the miinl of flu* 
uu‘u who wi‘ie <*oiiductiug tlie war and ^\ hat was 
goiim to he <l()iu* w’luMi ])eace had tt.> bi' nanh*, 
This was (‘\aetly thi> business of the Imperial 
Whir (‘ahiiiet when it did m(‘et in 1917. I?ut at 
th(^ hegiuuiug of 1915 Ha* J^ritish (do\erument 
of till* tlay (h*Uberalely chose to ignore tin; 
possibility of holding siK*li a Couferi'uee. d’la'y 
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iiist bear the respousibility. It is no light 

Bef<^ro the end of the year it was very 
jonerally recog!ii/.ed lliat a mistake luvl been 
made. One J)f the })est illustrations of this 
, hango of view is a passage from a Ndti^r 
written to The Hound Tuhle by its Australian 
( ‘orrespoiulent in June, 1915 ; 

Wliiit nobody sooins to ha\*‘ [bo wrotf'l 

^>, 1 ^ that tho hi\|>oriaI ( \iiifon‘nc<‘ bold ns a Kouml Tablo 
Coni'oronoi* \vonld pro\ iilial ji.n oxrolJiMit 

4 »[)|>ortiinity for tla* slatosmoii of tho Km])ir<‘ to 
Milo olosor touch with each other upon war j-.iibjoc*t.s. 
J'lu- ditlif'ultios in tlic way of th«' l{riti'>:h < Jov'-crnnH'ii t 
vvindil liavc Ix'cii t*xphiinc<l, tlic rtupiircinofits iicct's^ary 
to bring the war to a, snc<*<*ssfiil termination stal<*tl. 
Ways and rneuns cfuild base been disensseit and tin* 
pait-. wbieli the \ari<iiis i lominions might a-J^nme -^ng- 
ge-le«l. 'the Domituon Minir-tiTs would have come 
haek friim t hi‘ e(*ntre of the taupire with tlu'ir minds 
tille<l with only the out' thing autl with exact knowletlge 
t>t ht>w they eouhl be>.t st'rve tin* l']mpire. 4'he wonder 

n<»l ,vo nnieh at the failun* to hohl the eoulereuee 
a- tluil tin* five nations {)f the Krnpii'e should hav<‘ 
e\en <-t)nt em plat I’d tvaging stieh a. war with no maehiner\' 
for eontinnous consult ation and jio detinite arrange- 
ment as to mutual <'ooj)e!al ion, 

'This eommeiit shows liow eompk'tely fin* 
Impt'ritil Go\ernu\t‘ut lul l ht't'u abltt <<> oljseurtt 
t Ju‘ rt'Jil luiture f)f the suggestion for the holding 
of flut Jmperiiil ('ouferciieti in 1015 In" tlieir 
iiisisti'iiee upon >i ‘‘ iiormtil ( 'onfereiict*.” Kit her 
thc'v fiiiled <t> 111 u lerst arid wJial tlu? suggi'stiou 
rtNilly was — a supposition wliieh is hardly 

recencilahle with the ri'eoguized a.hilit\" <»f .Mr. 
Mareourt or, not wantiiur to imderttike the 

additioua-l wrtrk wliieh the (iresenee, in Kiighiri<l 
of Dominion ^linisters would haxe lai<l up<ni 
them. ( he\" dtdiherately m isn^prt'seuf <*<1 the 
luitun* of tJie suggt‘st<‘d I 0 m])irei C%>uii<-il. '1 lie 
Nlra.ug**st thing a)>f>ut tla-ir a.eli<ni at the t«t»u 5 
is that seem to luivt^ thotight fJiat/ tht^ 

<»ul\' thing w hieli tin* Dominions needed to b<i 
eoiistdti'd about, was llu^ terms of pea<*e. 
on lu*hruar\' J, 1915 , Air. llareourt wa.sa..skia| in 
the Ifouse of C’ommons wladlii'r an TiMf>**rial 
Konft'reiiet' w’t>ul<I he held that _>'ear. He 

replied that 1 n eoiisidtation with all the 
Dominions it has lu'en de<*ideil lliat it is uiule- 
sirahle to hold tiie normal mei'ting <d the 
Impi'i'ial ( ’onferenee this \ (*a.r.’' On April 15 , 
1915 , he W’a.s aslced whetlu'r ht^ eould gi\'e the 
House any further information as to the po>.t- 
ixnunnen- of tluj Imperial Conferi'iiee. He 

by making tlie special statement whicdi 
has a)r<uidy been ((noted, d’o that statement 
he added this commcuit : 

In all these (xnnmniiic'ati«>ns T ha\r' referred only to 
whjit I have earefvilly called the “ noriieil V/niifereiiee,” 
hy which I jncan a full coiiferenec with all the jjara- 


pht'rnalia t>f mi "cell ancons rt'-'olnt ions prot rac-t i‘d "it t ings, 
"horlhand report'^, aj\d resulting hlm'-honUs. 'This is 
the sort ».f et>nferenet‘ which W'e thought unsniti'd tt> 
present (‘tnidit ions, |)nt in .lannary, when intimating 
its p(i"t ponenient lot hi’ various Dominions, I tt'legraphed 
to t'aeh of tile < JoviTuors-t Jeneral : “ ^^’ill >on, at the 

"aine time, inform your Prime .Minister that if is the 
iiitt'iitinii ot llis Ahiji'."! V’’.-; t «o\’*'rnm*'nl to eoit^nlt him 
most, fully, ami, if (^ossihh*, pers^^llally when the tune 
arrives to <lisen"s po"-ihle terms of peace ? ” 

T need hardly add (hat His ]Majes|y’s (JoNernmeiil 
inft'iitl to oh.M'iwe the spirit as w«*II as the letter of ihi"- 
ileehii'al ion, whieli | lu'Ii-we ha< given <*i>mplete .-.at is 
laetiiin to the ( Jovernmi'nts of tlu* Dominioii-.. 

d’hus t lu' liupt'i'iai ( lovcrrinn lit , in llu^ s|>ring 
ol 1915, si'cm to luiA iissiimc'd Ihnt t h 'rr iis 
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no need to eoiisidt th<* Domimons nhoid t li<; 
eji.i'ryiiig on of the wnr, to Inixe iielieved that, 
1 h<'\' need only he eo/isidted when (u-jim* rn.mo 
to he eoiisidei't'd, tind to hn.\'e siitisfied t hem- 
.'-«*!\es that this a.s.siimpf ion was a,s a,eeepla.hle 
to the .Ministers of all t lie Ifominions as it w a.s 
to them. ('iTlainlv no liominion .Ministry 
showed it.self (ietermiiietl at Iliad time to 
insist upon (‘onsult at ion for war purposes, 
d'iiey may" wfll have thought that the \i ar 
w<aild )ia\(‘ liltU‘ t'ffeet, ujion tlie internal 
polities of 1 heir own <*ouiit rii's, juid t hat , hi'yond 
tlie seiuling^ of c-ont ingent s aiui the raising of rt*- 
inforeemeiit s, t lie ijjii|lllll liTi Tiflhti 1 1 1 1 ii i ii ii i i 
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would go r)ii iniicli ns usual. Eiifh oiio of thtun 
w»is to })o uiidi*c*t‘i vrd, if tlmy holiov’ed tluit 
and woro rrally coiiiphduly satisfied, as Mr. 
Har(*r>urt. de(*Iared they were, with tla^ promise 
»)f tlic; Imperial ( i o\ <*rmneiit that t ht*y should 
ht? <‘fiusulted ahoul flu‘ ti*rms of pea.c<\ 

It is impossihle, iu the se«>j)<» of this ( -hapter, 
to t|(‘seril)e with any e()mj)leleriess tho intimate 
rt'ait ions of the war upon the life f)f the 



MK. J. n. HAZHN. 

Canadian Minister of Marine and Naval Service. 

Dominion peopU*s. T'pori each of thtau its 
elleet eamr gra«luall\, but more and more 
hea\ il\ . As their contingents reaelual the 
))at ( li'lield. a,nd as tin* easnalty lists liegan to 
eona* in, t h“ l)omim«)ns gri'W slowly to realize 
that tlu’ri* was hardly a honsidiold throughcmt 
the l^hnpire wliich the war wouM leave nn- 
touc*lu‘d. Their ft)rtitnile under thesis losses, 
their abounding generositv' in (‘haritabU^ gifts 
to alleviate the sufferings of war-strieken 
Kuropt*, their eagerness to eontribnti* of (heir 
moni\\ t o the finaiieial rt'sonrees of thoKmpire -- 
the tali' of these has already been told. It 
must sufliei' lu'n' to trace in the barest outline 
the reaction of tin* war upon the political life 
»>f the Dominions, and this can only be dono 
by taking each one separately. 

In l\inada, from tlu^ moment of the first 
outbreak of the war a truce wwis concluded 
between tlie tw’o great political parties. Sir 


Wilfrid Laurier, the leader of the Liber.r 
Opposition ill the Dominion Parliament, iiniii< 
diately announced that, irrespective of j^olitit .y 
advantage, lie would support 8ir Hob., 
liorden, the J’rime Minister, in all war measnn • 
Again and again Sir M'ilfrid Laurier assert. ' 
this principle One of the most striking of t)..* 
expressions which he gave to it was in a spcct h 
made in tho second half of 1915 : 

1 iiflinn with nil my jxnver that it is th<* duty of Caiui.l i 
to give to Great britaiii in this war all tho assistan. . 
that is ill the j)()wur of Canada. My confidrnco in 
present Govoriimnnt at Ottawa dons not ooze from tli.- 
soles of iny hoots, but at tho outbreak of war t eon 
sidored it iny duty to suj)port it in its w^ar policy. I 
hav<‘ suj)f>ortod it in that policy over since, and 1 will 
support it iigaiu. 'fho reason is that tliis war i.> ,i 
contest bolwecMi fierman institutions ami Ttriti-»i 
institutions. British institutions mean freedom. German 
institutions mean despotism. Tliat is wliy wo, as Cana- 
dians, Jiavc such a vital interest in tliis war. 

A few moiitlis later Sir Wilfrid Laiiritr 
again asserteil this ])riuciple of support for tlie 
Government of Sir Kohort Borden : 

I am the chi<*f of the Liberal l*airty, ami as long iX'^ T 
have tho liomiiir of presitling over the destinies of t 
Lilieral Party it will not seek a triumph by takimr 
a<lvantag<^ of tlu' sitmitiofi at present existing. . . . 
When tho war started what should have been the aiin- 
tudo of tlie Liberal Party ? T have already toM you 
that tlio Jdheral idea wuis a pas.sion for right and jiistim 
Britain to-day is fighting in Kuroi>e for ‘theso ide.o. 
Britaiin <li(l not seek this war, hut rather sought t.» 
avoid it, and she eould have aivoided it if sho bawl wi^lnsl 
to n<‘e<*pt the slutmoful ])ro])osal of Germaiuy. Bui .sli** 
<lid not <lo so, aind lo-thiy she' is fighting for tho ind** 
pemlenco of Belgium aiud for iht* integrity of Fraiiice and 
to savvo ci\ ili/.ait ion. 'I'hait is w'hy I deehvreal thait I 
w'ouM support tlie (iovermmMit «)f ('anaulat, auid that 
(^inada would |.)ai.rt iei[)iite with till her fon*es in l In- 
glorious umlortavUing. You imiy say that I hav<‘ spok.-n 
on this Wiir only in regainl to eix iti/.at ion, wdiicli i-, 
iif» doubt, gnnit, hut what will it h(‘ for Cavnaida ; cainraol 
Cainaidii .'%laimt aisnle ? No, it <-aiimol. 

Thus tlu^ piirty truce in Ctinada was snfliei- 
ently lirmly established to stHuire for Sir 
Bobert Borden the support of the Liberals m 
all the wjir inetisures tJiat were neeessai'y n|* 
to tlu^ t*nd of 1911). In the normal course there 
would liave bet'n tui election in (^aiuida for tlu 
Dominion Parliament in the autuinn of 1915. 
Tho ]>arty truce was solid enough to enable a 
compromise about this election to bo secured. 
By mutual agreenu'nt tlie election was po^t - 
ponod for one year, and tho statutory consent 
of tlie Imperial Ihirliament, which was necessary 
under tlie Dominion constitution, was give i 
without criticism or comment. Nevertheless, 
there were elements in tho compact of the 
two parties wliicli always suggested that il 
the war should put too lieavy a strain upon it. 
it might break down. Quite early in 191a 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier insisted in a speech at 
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' ..ulreal that the decii^ion of Canada to tako 
, .,rt in the war had been a free and unfettered 
,.reision 

I h.‘W aroso tho question whether or not wo wero 
utitl to talco part in tho war. l?]v<*rvhor|\ adtnit-. 


institution*?. You fiml from tlio h<tttom rnn^ of the 
lathltT li> fill' fi>|> fri't'iloiii in o\ oryt liiii^. 'rhon* is no 
coii'-iTipiiou ill (Jroat Hritain. 'I’hrii' novor was, f hero 
iu*\i'r will be. . . . Freeilom bn'i'ils loyalty, (^oi'ivion 
alway." was tlio mother of resist auce ami relx’llion. 

As til no wont on tho Liberal I ’arty in Cainida 
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’Iial wo were bmincl to liefond our own fBhores, our 
oiir eoniincreo ; to provido again.'^l- Iho possi- 
of a raid ; and to repel an invasion if that should 
' -‘pperi. But were wc bound to send troops to tho 
'I'ont ? . . . Thoro is no need to go to constitutional 
natural law to settle that question. We are a free 
‘■^'f’plo, absolutely free. The charter umler which wo 
'v’o has put it in our power to decide whether w« slii>ulfl 
part in such a W'ur or not. It is for the Canadi.tn 
" ojile, the Canadian Parliament, the (Canadian Govern- 
“■*nt, to decide.,. This freedom i> at once the glory .tnd 
''“>n mr of Kngland, which has granted it; and ot 
^ tuiada wliich uses it to assist England. Wo an' alwj- 
' Atoly free. Freedom is a concomitant of all British 


begtui In einj)htisi/.r more jitid rnoro this rom- 
]>k*le freedom, ns they held it, of Canada to 
deei/le Jier own fate. Tlj4)y eonsisfently dti- 
claroti it to ho eomplotoly eoii'^istent with tli<* 
whole-heartod KU£>i>ort of (Irtnit Jh’itain in 
tho war. But it beeamo clotirer and elean^r 
that a time might eniiie when call which 
(iroat Britain might have* to tnake upon ( 'anafla 
wouhi shock thesfi Lihoral idtnis. Jn the 
autumn ot Hi 10 it was ap[jHrent tliat this tuuu 
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was api it'oacliiti^. I( \mis am I 

inniu* (lillicnll t’<ir (*a.iia.(la t<» naiiiitain tiu* fiow 
<)t‘ <<> tla^ front. "rwt) utt«*r- 

aiK’os of ( *a.iia,( I ia.ii puhlio nuMi about this 
\\ ill show h\' t hair cont rast how t liin t lu- polit i«-a! 
tniro was tiofoininii:. "I’ho first is from a ro- 
oiMiiliiiLj a.|)|a‘al naKic* hy t hr l*rimr Miiiistta*: 

l"iui«r lilt* It" pttii-viliilil ics wilh wliit li I uin iii\ t“-tt‘<l. 
iLiid III lilt* iiiniit* tif lilt* Stiitf, which wc urc all houiitl 
til ,vi i\t*, it MIN’ tliilN' lt» appi'iil, imd L th) m»w appt*al. 
iiiii'-t earnestly tn 1 lit* penple nt ('aiuida tlmf tht‘y a.'>-'ist 
]i.nd etMtjier.itt* with the C hi\'t*rnnu*nt uial tin* I)irettt»r' 
t>t \jit't»iial Service, . . . 'To iin*n <it' iiiilitai'v aj't^ 1 
iiiaUe .ip]ieiil that 1 licv place t ln'insi'l \ es at the .-^I'rv ice 
t)l I he Stall* tnr iMiIitary thil v'. 'Tti all iiiht'rs I make 
iippt'al I h.it thev plact* t heiiist*! \ es t rei‘ly a* t h<* dispn.sil itm 
i>t tht'ir eoiiuli y lOr .'-iich sev\ ice as t he>' art* (let*inetl 
h '--I titled ti» pertorm, . . . 

'^riir ot ht'r is an r\tra.r( from th<‘ sjiortdi mado 
l\\ Sir Wil frill Lauriia* : 

.1 ah.itt* net .1 jet et ni\ Iil'«*-lenL: pret’t*S'.ien . reiteratt'tl 
in till* Meii-e el ('oiniiiens and nptai inanv ti platterin 
et’ thl-^ ceiintry. that 1 am a paciti''t. 1 hav’o always 
ht't'ii against milit ari'-in, and 1 set* no rt'ason wliy I s]ionl«l 
elian; 4 :t*, hut .'till staiul tnu* l<» tht* protessiens ot' my 
wh.eli* lit'e. 

It w II.S, in f;i(*t, plain I hsit if it boemme* 
nriH'ssjirv for t hr C'anivdian (Unrrnmt'iit innh‘r 
Sir Robrrt Honlrn to ask for ronsrrij)tii>n as 
thr onl\' <*ontlition for ki'rj)inLr op Canailian 
rrinfovrrmt'iif s tit tIu* front, that tUMiuiml 
would bring thrm into almost- iiievitablr coullict 


witli tlu^ majority f>f thr Liberal J*art\'. It wms 
iit- this tina^ that- tlu^ Latnidian ( 'orrrspondriii 
of Thr UoNHfl 'rabfr fc‘lt romjx'llrd to insist 
upon thr dillirnlty of ronsr/iption in (.’ana-da- : 

The most piMt'oimd st ndeni s of I he sit oat ion in i ’an.i-ia 
I he sa.id in an artieh* nritten in Octoher, llUli] rcj.inl 
eon*'erij)tioii as i mpraet ieahle. In the |)oininion ilnif 
iire .‘klHta.OtXt peeple who do not hiihiluallv --peak il:-- 
l'n}ih''h laie„;ua^e. J’here are nea.rl\’ 7tM»,oro ih ini.ni- 
and Austrians. 'There are at lea>-t TtMt.iMXt or soo.nu(> 
American*', many of whom live in eompa.ct settlemcni 
in Western ( 'anada. ^lan\’ of tlu"-e havi* eoiiie to tlm 
«-oimtry during the last 111 or 12 years, and one <na‘'li"ii*' 
it it would ho fair oi* reasonahle to conscript them toi a 
war in Thirope. Manv' of these new eiti/eii'. ot t'anii la 
nerhuiis harilly yot regard them-elv’cs as eiti/en- ot ili-* 
Itriti^h Kmpire. . . . Ov’er suliil hloek^ of (JeMii.)c 
ami Austrians in tin* Western Provine<*s there li. 
lH*(*n more apprehension than has heen adnutt*-l- 
while it is impossihle to contend tliat e<.>nser) pt ion wo-i' 1 
not I'xeite dei*p Imstility in Quehee. 

Nrvrrt hrlrss, it sr(*mrd morr ci-iid nn'i- 
rrrtjiin, towarils tin* riid of It) lib th^it H' 
CJovc'riituc'Tit of Sir Robrrt ]h>rdrii w ould ha\ 
to drrhirr for roiisrript ion. Tn that ra*''*. t- 
titlitinlr of Sir Wilfrid Lauri('r couUl hardly 1" 
donl.)tful. .Almost rrrtainly hr would rr^i- 
jiiid thr [)arly truri* would thru break d<*wii. 

Tn Auist I'iiliii, Xrw' Zealand, and Soiitli Afru - 
as murh as in ('anadti-, tlir war Ird to an ai. 
mediate trure between the two main politir. 
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p.,; .t*s. In New Zealand and Australia tin' 
,ji, passed into a formal emdition. In 

s, ii Afriea formal coalition was iin]n>ssihle, 
.j. ,1 possible, was so diHieiilt to briii^ about 
rh.' it was deliberately lt‘ft on one side' in 

ur of the working arrangenu'nl which 
,, , v, d to ket'p the Motha Govc'riiment in powe r. 
In 'll these three* De) mink) ns, teie), as in Ganada, 
was a dissentient minority, not ve-ry 

t, .i tiiieiable and unable at any menuent to con- 
t,M>l tin* ge)vernm('nt e)f the ee)untry, but still 

ijirh'ie'utly stre)ng t<.) be a faoteir. 

In South Afrie*a an e'le'e-tie)n was due in the' 
.nitninn of 1915. The^ first Parliam(*nt e>f the* 
rnion had been elected in the* middle of Se'p- 
t, inbc r, 1910, fe)r liv’e ye*ars. There was ne) 
tliouglit he*re e>f putting off flu* e*le‘ctie)n, as 

afte*rwards de)ne* in Gamula. The* Nat ie.uialist, 
jiarty, leel by < U'ueral Ke'rt/og, was de*te*r- 
niined to elo its be*st to e)ust the^ Botha ( teive'rn- 
ment. (jie*neral Be)tlia, face'd by this thre'at of 
um*(»inj)romising o|)positi(.)u fre)ui alarge* se'ction 
(»f !ii> own pe*e.)ple', e*am<' to a tacit n.gre*e‘me*nt 
with the* ITnionists. At one time* it se‘e‘me*el 
prnhable* that the* Labour Party w’ould e*xe‘re*ise* 
a cnu^id(*rabie^ influe'iiee.) e.)n the* elect ie)n ; but 
ihnir le*ade*r, Afr. (.k’e?swe.*ll, liael bee.'ii at the* 
front in Ge*rnuui South-\Ve*st Africei, ti.nd in 


his abse*ne*e' the I'xtreme* Socialist sectie)n e)f the* 
Party hael e*e)m[)re)inise*d ilse*lf with the e*le*e*- 
torate* by e'xhibit ing ])n>ne)une*e*el pacifist te*nele*n- 
e*ie*s. Tn the* re*sult the* Labour I’jirt y was 
\itte*rly ele*fe*a.teel by the Lnie>nists in the* urban 
<‘onstit ue*ne*it*s, Mr. Gre‘swe‘11 bimse*lf failing 
in twe) ceaist it ue*ne*ie‘s w bie*b he e*onte*sf e‘eL 
9'he' conse'e jiie'iiec* <>f this was that f he> 
Pnieaiists, with 40 me‘mbe*rs, we*re' almetst as 
stre>ng in thi* Ibui'-e* •>f Assoinbly as (;one*ra.l 
Botha's pa.rtx'wilh 54 si'ats. On h)e‘al issue's 
the'fe* we're* many |)e>iuts e>f elilfere‘iie*e* be‘twe*e*n 
the*m, but the*y we're* uiiite'el in the* re*se)lve 
te) preiseH'eite* the* war te) the* e'lul, a.nd fbe*y 
ha^d a (‘rushing inajoi*it\' em this siipre'ine* issue* 
e>ve*r the* Na.t iona.l ist s. 4’he Nationalists hael 
slu)W'u that in the* fountry distiicts, w Iwre* thee 
e*le‘cte)ra.te‘ was preeloininant ly I )nl e'h-spe'aking, 
tlu'v we're* able* to slnike* ( Ji'ni'!*.).! Be»lba's 
pre'stige* \e'i*\' serienisiv. They we>n 27 se'ats, 
and weailel ha.\i* won many nmre* if the* taiglish 
ele'nu'nf in a number of the'se* count !\v e'eenstitii- 
e'licie's had abstaine'd frean Noting, insti'a.d of 
suppeu'ting (h'lura.! Be)tha's e'a.neiieh).t e> eai thee 
war issue'. But. theaigb this w a.s a elise*e)ne*e'rt - 
ing e*le*ine'nt in the e‘|e‘e*tions fe)!* tJene'I’al Beetha 
Jiimsi'lf, he* was at le*a.st e‘e*rta.in of oOie e so le>ng 
as the Pnie)nists e*ontinue*d te> snppeti't him ; 
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and tliat sii])port was his while. li<* n‘i!iaiii< d 
firm in his adherenee to tlie war objeets of tin 
Imperial Oov(‘rnment. The alliance 
h)rmed betw(‘(‘n ( Jeneral Botha and tlio 
I’nionists was uneasy in its working at tiiiu*^. 
It was lt‘stecl sexerely, for instance, by (Jenrral 
Botha’s refusal to ])ay the South African < imi- 
tingent in Buropt» Colonial rates of pay on tin* 
saiiK* scale as th<‘ South African troops who 
fought in (h*rman South-West and Kast Afri» ;i 
wt*re getting. But ev<‘n on a point of this kind, 
when ov<*rv' instinct of the Unionists, to .sji\ 
nothing of thtdr t'N.plicit (‘U‘ction 
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, , d Ihoiii to votoacjainst Gonoral Botlia, tlioy 

j .. rtheloss rofrained from doinp so, renlizinjx 
.1 his staimclmoss on the war issue in j^t^neral 
,ited their support of his Government attht* 
p-iv-e of any of their less essential objeets. 

hi Xew Zealand, far more than in South 
Vniea, there was whole-hearted unanimity of 
il,r very irreat majority of tin' people in su])- 
jinrt of tlie war. An insipnifieant sf'etion of 
Labour extremists did oppi^se it, but with hesi- 
t . It ion and without any real fervour. Tlie 
in New /(‘aland was that tlu' two 
Tiirtit^s were so narrowly dividt'd in Barliameiit, 
lav as numbers vvtMv* eoriec'nu'd, and wt'n* so 
i lioroiii^lily aj^r(‘ed on tiu' wJiole cpiestion of 
tho war, that it seenu'd absurd to maintain 
all lh(‘ us(‘less and, in their ease*, m(‘n.ningl(“ss 
distiiudion of Govf'rniiH'nt nnd Opposition, 
(ojilition was obviously desira.ble, yt't- it 
was a lonj^ tinu' bc'fore coalition could lx* 
broujilit about. In June, llMo, Mr. Massey, 
tin* hrinie Minister, inviti'd Sir .loscjih Ward, 
Ifiidcr of tb(‘ Opposition, to confer about the* 
l(»rina.tion of a National (^ibinet. W’lien thi* 
(•nufrrenc(‘ met it a ; found that Mr. ^NFassey 
lii'd otten'd the 0])position liv(5 seats in a, 

( 'abin(‘t- of (‘l(*v(‘n. TIk* t w'o parties \Ner(‘ 
priici ica.ily (‘cpial in tlu' House, and the Oj»po- 
"ition r(‘jt*et(^d the ot'fc'i*, tliinkinjx that then* 
'liould be cfjuality of ri'preseiitat ion in any 
( oa, lit ion ( Jovernment . At this jumiture tlu* 
hov«‘rnor int(*rv('n('d and cjill(‘d another eon- 
f«'n‘nce at (iovernnu'iit Hous(‘, \\’<‘llington. 
^'liich nu^t on August 2. Prompt Ufireenn'iit 
the rc’SLilt. "J^la* n(*w Coa-lition Oabinet. 
<<>iitain(M five m(‘mlK‘rs of eacii Party, wliilt* 
tlu re w(‘re two Ministers without jiort folio. Mr. 
AIa.ss(‘y remained Prime Minister. Ooloia*! 
^Mten, who had b(*(*n the sfronjjf man of Mr. 
Massey’s ( abinet as Minist<*r of Dcfenct*, re- 
lanital that oflict*. Sir .Iose]>h Ward, the 
t^|>position l('a.d('r, took the important portfolio 
lu nance, and the ih'w Cabin(‘t settk’d down to 
J* f>caei‘ful, if not v’ery ad V(‘nturous, (*areer, in 
'■’•Mifilete for^etfuIn<‘ss of the local controv(*rsi(‘s 
\\ 'iifli dividc'd its mcmbei-s. 

Its OIK* gn*at task was to,kee[) up rcinforci*- 
'• Mts for the New /t*aland Pontinjjj(‘nt in 
!■ ’irojie. By tlie middle (»f May. 1 ?)1 (>, a^ a Xew 
^ darid correspondent wrot(* to 7Ve’ TittiRs, 
u' Zealand, out of a po|)ulation of I 
^ d a force of oO.bOO men und*‘r arms, with 
'••JMMj actually in tin* fic’ld. It was not »*a^\’ 
^ olitain by the voluntary system the monthly 


drafts which wi'rc^ n('C('ssiir\' to k(‘('‘p this con- 
tingent at its full strength. At the end of Me..y, 
191G, a Compulsion Hill was introduct'd by 
Cblontd All(‘n. The Labour minority mov(‘d a 
hostih* amendnu'ut to the sc (^oi.d reading, but 
could only mustc'i* live* votes as against 04 in 
support of it. The* Hill wc'iit through with 
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V(*ry little difliculty. h'or a time* it was not. 
put into force*, and the* C<»a.!ilion (Jovern- 
inent si'canc'd disposed to pn*c*n itself on 
ha\4ng compulsion tne‘r(*ly as a reseau'ei* 
held in rescrve^ and not re‘a.lly rccjuircd 
be^cause* of tlie* completo silce-ess of the* 
voluntary syste*m. Hut, though the* Ministry 
k<*pt up this profe*ssi«)n as long as t he*y possibly 
e-ould, i*ve*rvbody kne*w that the* vohmta.ry 
systc'in ha.d failed, as it had failed in haigland, 
Coiid a.s it was beanid te> fail in Ne*w Ze*aland 
wh(*n subjccte*d to such a se*ve*re‘ te st. Hy t h(^ 
e*nd of August, PHI), it lawl be*e*n de*cidcd to 
proclaim e*nrolment under the* ( ’ompiilsion 
.\ct . The* proclamation was issued on S(*i)- 
ti*mbe*r 2. Hut voluntary recruiting went 
on, though with less a.nd le*ss success, till 
the middle* of Nove‘mbcr, IIHU. Whe*n 
compulsion was a,t Ia.^1 e'uforced there* w(*rf3 
1 ,:h)0 men short in the diafls which were to 
make* up the 2‘5rd and 24th n*iTiforccm(*nts. 
Onlv four of th* 21 ror-mit i ng districts in tho 
Ijeauinion had fill -d 1 beii* epio jis. The? A(jt 
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provi<l<*cl Dial a l)all<>l sIkmiUI Ik* lak<*ii in all 
ilu^ (listrirts wliicli luul not snpplit'd tin' full 
quota. 'I'lio first hallo’ was taki'ii on Nov<*in- 
l)or 1 1», 1 7, and J H. J'lio iiunihor act ually dniwu 
— 4,(M)U -was iK*arly thnv times as ^iM‘at as tlio 
ninnhcr of vacancit's to ho tilled. ^J^his lib**ral 
margin w as to ])rov"idt! for losses thruujj^li medical 
unfitness or cxi'inption. 'J’Jk* tirst ballot was 
walehed very calmly l»y the ])eople of tlu' 
Dominion. Tlu* New Zealand correspondent of 
'JIh’ I'itnt's wroti* on Dect'inher 7 that “ Uk^ 
^('ni*rnl feelinjjj is one of satisfaction that a 
fain*r, more democrat i(*, and more husinc*sslik(* 
method lui-s been siibst itiit(*d for the uncer- 
tainties and injustices of tlu* voluntary sv'.stem.” 
He expIaiiK'd, too, that “the intt*ntion is to 
continut* voluntary <‘nlistment for t'ach monthly 
(pi«>ta., but to closi* it down on a tixed tlatt* in 
e\t*rv month a.nd fill up tin* sliortajie by a <*om- 
pulsory ba.tlot. This direct and remilar process 
will <lispc'nsc with tin* mi*thods of moral suasion 
and iiuhrect ( ompulsion which had been found 
irksomi', wastt*fuh and capricious.” 

Tn Australia the war produced reactions, as 
far as local ])olitics were concerned, far more 
profouiul than in amy other Dominion. When 
it broke out tin* J^ibt'rals were in }K>w’er, with 
y\\\ Cook as Prime ^linister. But within a 
few months a Ueneral E'lection put the Labour 


Party in their place. Mr. Fish(*r, tin' halM)iir 
k‘aiU*r, be(*ame Prmn* Minister, with Mr. \\'. M. 
Iluglies, his At torney-Ch'ncral, as his ri^lit -lijuul 
man. Before* this eh'ction there was snnic 
attempt to brin^ about a eomj)romis<* between 
tln^ tAVO parties on a C/oalition basis. \\ h.it 
actually took place is not. very clc*ar, thmi^^li it 
s('<'ms (‘f'rtain that Mr. 1 1 u^ln's did ma.ke seine 
kind of ofb'r of a com])romis(* to the Tabei-.ib. 
^Ir. Fisher himself st*ems to havi* been opjin -rd 
to the id(*a.. He mi^ht have been convcrt(‘d to 
it if the Liberals had responded, thou^li In* 
a stubborn man not at a.ll prone to altei- ins 
c'onvictions. In any case what(*ver the elter 
that was made, ^[r. (^lok refust'd it- altof^et l»er# 
w’l'iit to the i)olls, and was Jiandsonu*ly be.u n. 
At the t'nd of Ihlo ]Mr. E'isher resigin‘d ili'' 
Prime Ministership and wi'iit to LoiKh>n - 
High Commissioner for the Commonweal? h. 
Mr. Hughes was his natural successor. He !■. '1 
hardly assunn‘d otVice befori* a pressing in\ ” '* 
tion from the Imperial (Jovernment to conn 
London to consult about war mi*asures bro«i 't 
him to Great Britain. On his way he i>a- '1 
through fkinada, where he wtis sworn of ' ‘ ‘ 
Canadian Privy Council and took ])art ie ^ 
meeting of the Canadian (/’abinet. This 
in February 1910. Arrived in London, ' • 
Hughes attended the British Cabinet, as 
Robert Borden had done the year before. 
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I i. If iin iiui nonse impression in (iroal Britain. 

, !i\ erin^ a succession of speeclu's whicii arou^-^‘(^ 
rrat t'lit liusiasin by their energy, tlu*ir eUt- 
.jiience, and tla'ir t‘X|)ression of an un(*oin- 
i .i‘omisin‘.r resolve to (‘arry tiie wa.r througli to 
»!n* i‘nd. In his r<*lations witli the Ihili^h 
( j,l)inet ^Ir. Kii^hc'S occupied a position of 
;_n(‘ater atithority tha.n a.ny Dominion Prime 
.Minister who had visited (h^'a-t Bril a, in l>cfon‘. 
It \\as understood that he spoki* not only for 
Au>tralui but to some extent for Xew /(‘ala.iul 
,1- well. I'his was certainl\' so in all questions 
wliii'h involved th(‘ common interest of the two 
Dominions, such as sea power in thi* Pacific, the 
provision of transport for su])plics from 
Australia and New Zealand, and so on. He ha.d 
the advaiit ajic, too, of having ])assi‘d tlirough 
< 'anada. on his w a.y to Kngland, and. his mec't ings 
with Canadian JMinistc'rs gtive him sona* right 
to >>p»'ak with a kind of delcgatc'd authority for 
that ( JoNi'minent a.'< well. AVith sotue ih'1u<‘ 
tanc<*, as it a.p[M'ar(‘d, Air. Asquitli, who was 
then Pi*im(‘ Minister of (lren.t Britain, invited 
.Mr. Hughes to attend tlu‘ <‘cononiie confi‘rt‘ncc 
<>f the Allies at Paris as tlu* r(‘])res<‘nt at i vi* of 
Australia.. (’a,nada was repr('S(*nl ed at this 
ionh'retict' b\’ Sir ( h orgt' ]A)ster, Alinister of 


(’ommerct'. TIu' at t t'ndanci* of Air. Hughes ;in<| 
Sir (livu’gt' Poster at tlu' I’aris ('onhaence was 
an innoxalion of i*onsiderabli' impt>rt aiu*i\ Its 
results wfH' not apparent iinmi-diiitely , but it 
cU*a.rly tM>ntained the germ of \ er\ imp<»rtant 
subse( jiuait tlt‘\ eh>pmenls.^ 

"The prest igi' which Mr. Huglu's won for 
himself in ( Irea.t Brita.iu ha-d pe» uliar results 
when he returned to Australia, at tin* eml of 
August P>lh. .Mi eady t hei e had been signs of 
a strong movtaniait in Austi‘a.lia 1 ow ards cmhu- 
puls«>i-y st‘i*\ ie«\ The <‘\a.mple of (Ireat Britain 
and of New Zealand ha.d had its <*lf»‘ct, and ^ifc 
wa.s iH'coming ol>\ious that the \<>lunta.ry 
s\'stem would only pro\ide tlu‘ reinfc»reement s 
neces>a.r\ to maintain tin* Aiistralian dixisions 
a.l the fr«mt at the cost of su|)erhuman 
(dTorts, (‘onstant friction, and all th<»si‘ un- 
plea.sa.nl eleintads of unfair’ness aitd d.s- 
guistMl eom])ulsion which had a.tl«‘n<led its 
lat er stages b«)th in (Ireat Britain a.nd in New 
Zealand. Mr. Hughes went hack to Australia 
tirntlx' <*om’inced that «‘ompulsion w a.s necessa I’w 
Ih' found at once that he had a task of gr<‘at 
ditliculty before him. A \<*r\ strong element 
in tin* ba.bour Parly, of whiih he wi!.s the 
♦ S.-r \ nl. X. pii,ji- :t I I. 
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If*a(k*r, wan bitterly opposed to eoinpiilsion. 
Kvt*n before*, lie* left fe)r Knglarid, lie^ laid found it 
nece*ssary (e) de‘noui)e*.e epiite ope*nly, and with 
his liabitual vigour of language, the^ extre‘me 
Soeialist se*etie)n of his e>wri party. The 
ele*nune!iatie>n did not elo inue*h gejod. It was 
not like^ly to (!e)iiV'ert the3 Soeialist e*xtremists, 
anel the*y use*d the e)pj)ort unity of his abse*iiee in 
Kngland to ee>nse>lidate* the*ir innu(*nc!e* with thej 



I tliidt c> Fry 


MK. W. M. HUGHES, 

Prime Minister of Australia. 

Labour Party anel to establish themselves 
firmly in possession of its ligliting <a'gani/.at iiui 
througlu>ut the* ( 'ommoiiw ealt li. When Mr, 
Hughe'S rt't urnt'el anel sounelt'd his l*airliament ary 
fe)llo\Ning em the* que^st ie>n eif (‘e>mpulsiem he' 
foemel tluvt he i*ould emly eeemmaiid aibeeut half 
the* l..abe>ur ur*mbers of lie* Lowt*r Houst*, 
while* in the* Se-mite* lii-^ <»ppe)nents weT<^ altei- 
ge'tiu'r toe> streang fe>r him. It s(*e'ms liktdy that 
he* ee>uld halve* re*lit*<l on the suppeart of the* 
Liberails unele*r Mr. t 'ook tea fiaree* av Ueampulsion 
Hill threaugh the* J.,(awe*r Heause, but the Liberavl 
strength in tlu* Senaite* wais neat siiflieient tea 
eeaunte'rbailaine'e* his eappeani'iits there. He de»- 
e*iele*(l ean ai eeampreamise*. 'Tlu* que^stiein eaf 
eompulsiean wais tea be submit te^el tea a roft*rendum 
eaf the* eU'etearaite ; anel he manaiged, theaugh neat 
witheaut , eliflie'ulty, tea get the* Bill aut heari/.ing 
tlais re'ft'ivnduiu threaugh heath Heauses eaf the* 
Ueamme an wealth legislataire. But in the* mt'aiu- 


tiieie? the? Laibour e'xtre'inist.s had geane to il., 
utineast lengths in their opposition to hint 
Their eeantrcal ejf the Laibeaur machine enailalt t 
the*ni to exped Mr. Hughes and those wh. 
followenl him ean the? eeanserijation is.sue from t},. 
Party. Whe*n the* referendum campaign begai, 
Mr. Hughes found himself pursued with tli. 
utmost e?xtreme* eaf inve*etive anel abuse by hi 
old J^abour eealle*»i<rue‘s. The* rt*ferenelum \\a- 



\l UioU 8c j ty 

SIR GE0R(;E E. FOSTER, 
Canadian Minister of Trade and Commerce. 


feaught with gre*at bitterne*ss threaiigliout tlr* 
( *eanimeanwe*alt h. Mr. Hugheys himself, it inn^t 
be* a.elmitte'el, did neat show at liis best eluring tlie 
e*ampaign. He* luiel ne'ver be*eu neate*el fear Im"' 
tae*t anel he* found it diflieult tea submit with 
geaead grae*e* tea the* stre'am eaf ]ae*rsonal abuse tleit 
fleawed against him. As seaean as the figures • ! 
the ri‘fe*re*nehim be*gan te:a be* e^-eaunteel, it wa- 
e'lear that he had be*en defe'ated. The e h" t 
adverse? vote was in Xe*iv Seauth ^Vak*s. It wm 
suflieiemt tea eeaunte'rbalanee a faveaurable^ in;' 
jearity in the eathe*r States. When the* tim’^ 
figure*s e*ame' tea be* (*eaunte*d it was feaund that ' 
majearity e>f 61,000 had vote'el against e*ni: 
se*riptiean. 

This was at the e'liel eif Xeavember. Be*tni 
the ye*ar was eiiit it was ejuite clear that <>?' 
re*sult eaf the referenelum must be a pealitn : 
eeambinat iean be*tw’t*e*n ^Ir. Hugheys anel tli 
Liberals. Again ^Ir. Hughes sheawed no go 
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^kill in conducting tlic negotiation, which 
})egan towards the end of 1910. His party in 
Parliament was redu(*ed to an almost insigniti- 
rant minority, but ho behaved as thougli lu* 
liad a majority at his back, and began the' 
iK'gotiations by putting forward demands to 
which the Libf*rals could not |>ossihly lu* 
expected to agree. It was at this moment that 
lilt* invitation of tlie British (h)vernment to 
Australia to send repres(*ntati ves io tin* War 
(‘abinet was received. Bor tht* moment tin* 
importance of tlie invitation set'ir.t'd t<i escape 
all tht* leading statt‘sm<*n of Australia. Thert* 
was some excuses for this. The^ Imperial 
( lovernm(*nt , as has bt'en shown aboN t*. ha.d hi- 
honn'd at tht* bt'giimingof 19ir> to proxt* that 
a mt't't ing of Dominion rt'prest'ut at ivt's was 
??npossible in war liiiit*. If it wa.s out of tin* 
([Ut'stioTi at tht* ht'ginning t)f 191 o, it< was 
natural for Australia tt» think tliat it was 
t t\ually out of the question at the ht'ginning t»f 
1917. Thus there was a tlecided tendt*ncy in 
Australia to regartl tht* invita-titm merely as an 
advertising dotlge of tht* nt'w British (Jovern- 
ment under Mr. Lloyd (leorge, and tt> discount 
it severely ftir that reason, tint wiser vit*ws 
soon prevailed. By the middle* tif January, 
1917, Mr. IFughes had sht^wn that, Junvever 
wt*ak lit* might lie in Parliament, lie had very 
substantial support throughout tlu^ country, 
lie formed a national organization which was 
>upp<>rted by many proTuinent men in each 
State. He earri(*d w ith him the Premiers of New 
South W ales, Victoria, Soutii Australia, Western 


Austr.i.lia, an<l 'fasmania. Mr. J. (\ W'atson, 
who luul been Labour Prime ^Minister o^ the 
Commonwealth, aiul was one of the most 
intliK'ntial men in Austra.lia., went with him, 
'Fhe programme of the new organization was 
summed up as a “ w indhe-w ar ptilicy. It 
soon became clear that the Liberals couhl not 
continue to hold aloof from lU'got iait ions with 
such an organization. Towamls the I'lid of 
Jjinuary tht*y suggestt'd that a. National 
(iov<*rnment should he formed coiisisting of 
n'preseiitat i\'('s fnmi each «)f tlu* threi' parties. 
Mr. lluglies and liis followers approvc'd of this 
suggestion. Thc^ Labour ext ri'inists, wdio luul 
t*U‘ctc‘d Mr. 'Tmloi* as th<*ir h'ador, refus(‘d. 
By tin* middlt* of iM'hruarv tonus ha.d bet*n 
agreed u[)on b('twi*en Mr. lluglies and the 
Liberals, and aCoalition Ministry been formed. 
Mr. Huglu's rema.iiu‘d Prinn* Minister. Mr. 
(\)ok iM'canu* Minister for the Na\v. Mr. 
Pearci* ri'taiiu'd tin* Ministry of Defence, 
h^verything s(*(*med to tend towa.nls the ]>rop(‘r 
representation of Austraha. at tin* lmpi*ria.l 
W'ar Cabini't. Mr. Hugh<*s inti‘nd(*d to go him- 
self, and had a.ske<l Sir William lr\in<*, one of 
tin* ablest and most respected (J’ tin* Liberals, 
to go with him. 

But dith(‘ult (|u<*stions of local politics had to 
b(* settlc'd first. An <*l('(*tion was coming on, and 
unltws it could be postpoia*d, it would be 
impossible for Mr. Hughes to go to haigland. 
Tin* (*oalition Ministry brought forward a 
motion that tlu* imperial Parlianu'iit should lx* 
askc'd to extend the lih* of the Comnionw en.lf h 
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ParliamoTit until Octrihor 8, 1917, or until six 
nionths after tho fU*claration of peace, which- 
ever should conics first. In tlic» House of Repre- 
sentatives, wlu^re tlu^ new Ministry luxd a 
strong niajfirity, tliis motion was easily carried. 
Rut ill t}i(‘ Senate the Laljour extremists were 
still in the ascendant. Tiien' was a sordid 
S(|ual)hle hefcn'c the motinii came to the vote, 
and (*liaiv(‘s w(Te made a'^ainst Mr. Hughes of 
having tried to corrupt some of his opjmnents 
in the Senate in ordia* to st'cure their suj>port. 
9^)10 result w'as that it h<H*aino impossihle to 



MR. MASSEY 

(after receivinil the Freedom of the City of London) 
leavin(( the C>uildhall with Lord Mayor Wakefield. 

postpone tho (General l^hecfion. An election in 
tho near fon'ground meant that Mr. Hughes 
could not go to Kngland. I'he election took 
place at tho beginning oi May. Tlie omens 
were favourable. In New Sovith W'ales a 
Coalition Ministry undt'i* Mr. Holman had 
dt'featod the Labour Kxt remists at a Ceneral 
KI(»ction of the State electorate six weeks before. 
The victory of the National Party in the 
Commonwealth elections was considerably more 
sweeping. Mr. Hughes and INIr. Cook together 
had had a majority in tho Lower House before 
the election of 23. They increased it by 2. 


Til the Senate they turned a minority of 
into a majority of 10. Thu.s tho CoaJititJi, 
was firmly established in Australia 'H.. 
Kxtreine Labour Party were severely defeat, u 
on the clear issue of keeping nothing back 
which the war demanded from Aust relic 
Jmmedialo steps were taken to consolidate (h. 
organization of the new Party tliroughout tJi. 
Commonwealth, and Mr. Hughes address <| 
himself to the ])robl(‘jn of obtaining the r<‘eruit- 
noe(\ssary to fill the Australian divisions lu 
the front. 

Thus in all the Dominions except Newfound, 
land the war had made its mark upon 
life by the c‘nd of 10 lb. In Newfoundland tlir 
population was small. The people had sent to 
the front a eonlingt'iit which re[)resented a very 
creditable jiroportion of their numbers. Their 
men had done splendidly. Tht're was absolute 
unanimity aliout tlic war in Newfoundland, 
and tin* ( Jovernment, under tlie shield of that 
unanimity, went on v'ery much as it Jiad done 
before August, 1911. In Hie other Dominii ns 
it had been ne(‘essary to modify the jire-war 
form of governing institutions. The old liras 
of division lietweeu partic's liad gradually ht'en 
shadowed and al1<T(‘d. In each ease a dis< 
sentient minority gnimhlcHl and intrigrasl 
against tfu* Cabinet in power— -without the 
ehanee of doing much real ha.i'm, but able to 
make a good d(*al of miseliief, and a constant 
reminder to the majority of tlu* need to suhoi- 
ilinate local interests to the war-aims of the 
Km})ire. 

Yet, though the British Covernment must 
liave known of tlu*se effe(?ts of the war upon the 
Dominions, they behav^ed, till the end of 191 <’n 
as though there was no need to revise the old 
traditions of intercourse ]>etween tlie ruling 
bodies of the Empire. They lost no oceasi<ni 
to pay verbal tribute to the military 
<*lfort of the Dominions. Anything more the\ 
.seem to have thought quite superfluous. Tho 
result was real harm. The Dominion Govern- 
ments chafed under the feeling that th<*y wen- 
not trusted. Their efforts were handicapped! 
becaiis<» they did not know the mind of th* 
British Government. They found it diflieul 
to sJiape their ovvti fiolicy or to Ic'ad their peopl* 
because tliey were left in the dark about th* 
objects, beliefs and policy of the British Govern 
ment. Probably the truth is that Briti>l 
Ministers hardly knew their own minds ti 
1916 was almost ended. They were incun^ 
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;>lv optimistic — a tonclency which, it must be 
tthnitted, they shared with tlieir military and 
I iiiancial advisers. Tt may be that they derived 
ii from them. In any case they loft the 
|)ijminion (Jovemments v’ory much to tlieir 
devices and made no attempt to enlist 
I hem as participating departments, so to speak, 
iti the war government of tla^ Rmpire. 



[Svati 

SIR HOWARD MORRIS, 


Prime Minister of Newfoundland. 

Tt is true that when Dominion Jh’ime Min- 
isters visited England they were admitted to 
t/ahi net nv'etings. This privilege wfis extended 
t(» Sir Robert Rorden in July 1915, to Mr. 
Hughes in 1919, and to Mr. Massey and Sir 
Joseph Ward, from New Zealand, later in the 
same year. This was a ste]) forward. Tt 
brought these Dominion Prime Ministers into 
touch with war difliculties as they were seen by 
tlif^ Cabinet, and it must have given British 
Ministers some idea of Dominion dithculties. 
But the Dominion men went to the British 
Cabinet as guests, not as members. They wc'iit 
to learn and, in a lesser degree, to advise*. 
Tht're was no approach till the end of 1919 to 
the creation of a single executive authority for 
the whole Kmpire. 

Long before this Dominion Ministers had 
warned the British Covernment that this must 
come. ^ They said nothing explicit, and they 
were quite content to keep the whole question 
in the background till the war ended. J3ut 


P'vo broad hints. The real tiilliculty was 
how to create a single executive authority for 
the whole Kmpin* — an Tmperijd War Cabinet — 
without raising the whole issia* of tin* eoi\sti- 
tutional position of tla* Dominions a.s to 
foreign policy and the nuijor issiK*s of war and 
peace. The Dominion leadc'rs w(‘r(' (|uite clear 
that that issut* c*o\ild not be raised during tho 
war. But they wt'n* ecpially clear that the 
share which tlu' Dominions vt*r(' taking in the 
war made a revision of the British Covern- 
mi'nt’s inonopi>ly of i*\eenti\e power for the 
whol<‘ Knijiirc' ntH*essary. It w n.s (Msy to express 
the lirst thought. J’o hav»* expri'ssed tho 
st'cond might w t'll havt' bcM'ii indiserc*et . But it 
lurks behind the entirely pn)pt‘r roferencea 
made to th(* fnipt^rial problem by Sir RolK‘rb 
Bordtui tluring his visit in 1915. 

\Vhil« Awful nhatlow of wnr ovc'rhnnpr*? onr 

Kinpiro [lio suiil iti tlio spfocli whifli In* ixnnlt* 
]»resont«*<l with tho of tin* City of J.oinlon] 

I shall not pause to s])(*ak of >vhM,l may ho t'volveh 
ill its eoiist it lit ioiial rt'lations. ITpoii what ha-i Im'4*ii 
built in the past it is pjissihle, in my juiij^uK'iit , that 
HU e\en uohler ami more eiuliirin^; fahrir may h<< ererloO. 



MR. CL F. PEARCK, 
Australian Minister of Defence. 


'^J’hat strm*turo must ornhofly the aulonomy of the 
self-governing J>oiniiiiou.s au<l of the |{rili''h I-I<*s as 
well, Imt it must also embody flu* majesty amt power 
of an Kmpiro imitiHl by lies siieh as those, of whieh 1 
havo spoken, ami more fhorouglily and elTeelively 
organizeil for t lu* purpose of preserving its own exi.'.lem e. 
'Ph( all ht* thf <'hi of I 

have a great part to play, ami I do mit doubt that Ilu*y 
will f)lay it worthily. I'o those who shall be enllerl 
to design so splendid a fabrie, emwning the labours of 
the past ami embodying all the liopi-s ot the future, 
we nil of us bi<l Ood speed in tlu*ir great ta'-k. 

The point, iiidcctl, had had its phne in tlie 
.statement which he made when ht^ arrived in 
England : 

Great questions touehirig tlie status of tlie r)oiniiiion«i 
of the Kmpire and their- constitutional relation to each 
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other will ariso after tho war. Upon Fineh que^tiont' 
it would he i<llo ainl iindesirablo to dwell at preflent 
Wo do not donht that a patisfactory solution will he 
found ; but, in the meantime, the pupreme issiio of l)jc 
war must he oiir only eonrern. 

Anri ho rotiirnod to it ngnin in a .speofdi to the 
Empiro Parliamentary Association : 

In the later days when peaee eorriep to ho proclaimed, 
and after the conelnsion of pence, it is })eyond question 
that large matters will come up for ^'onsideration by tht' 
statesmen of the United Kingdom and the oversea 
lloininionp. It is not d<*sinihle, nor perhaps becoming, 
that I should dwell these eonsideraf ions* to-day. 

The groat merit f)f tho s’jininons to an 
Jrnporial War (yiiliiiiof, sont to llio Dominions 
by Mr. Lloyd (Joorgo on Cliristmas Day, 1910, 
was tiuit it crotitod an oxeciitivo juitliority for 
tho war pnr])os(^s of tlio Empirti whilt^ loaving 
tho const it ntioniil issue in abcyaucc. Tliis 
essential trtitli aliout tin* Tiuporial War Cabin<*t 
was excellently put hy Sir Kohert Jlonloii in 
ti sptHMdi to the Empiro Parlitimcntary Associa- 
tion, made while the Imperial Cahim*t was still 
sitting : 

Wo hav'O gatlu'n^d togetlu'r her<' from lUo ends of the 
earth to take er>iinse] with you of tlie Mother Land upon 
t he nejsls of tlu* sit nation so as better to coonlinati* 
our eomtnoti <*rforl and consiiininate our eonirnon purpose. 
When first 1 spoke to you in 1912 1 took leave to put 
forward c«*rtain views respecting future eoiistitutional 
relations. Two years ago 1 emphasize<l the same 
considerations without <lwelling upon them. The piir- 
po^^e which 1 then IumI at. heart, still remains stc'adfast. 
Tl may be* that in the sluvdow of the war we d<» not 
eh'arly realize the measure of reeent constitutional 
development. 1 shall not atti'inpt to anti<*ipate any 
conehision which may 1 h' rea'died hy tlu* Imperial War 
l^onferenee now sitting in London, a eonferen<*e ein- 
hrneiiig India, lunv hir the hi^-t time tiiking )H*r pla<*e 
at tho national co\ineil of Empirt', as well as all tho gn*at 
Dominions except Australia, wliosc^ absence is deeply 
regretted. Kxeept with regard to India the snmmoning 
nt that eonftM’enee thu's not mark a iu*w sUigc' of Con- 
stitutional dev<'lopment . Its j»resent duty is to consider 
and, where neej‘s-<ary. to tleteriiiine general questions 
<»f eominon eoiieern whi<’h in soim? cases have an intimate 
relation to t lu* war and to the conditions which will arise 
n]mn its conclusion. 

Withoiit further relereni*e to tho Imperial War 
tkuiferenee I address myself to tlio C’onstit utional 
position which has arisen from tho suTiiinuning of an 
Jmp<*rial >Var Uahinet. 'J’he British Constitution is 
the most tlexihle iiistniineiit ot government evt*r tlt*viseiL 
It is surrounded hy certain statutory limitations, hut 
they are not of a character to prevent tho remarkable 
flevelopnu'nt to which 1 shall allude. The otlice «»f 
l*rimi‘ Minister. thoronghl\ r<»eogni/.eil hy the gradually 
developed conventions of the Cuiistiliit ion, although 
ontmdy unknown to the hirinal enactments of the law, 
is investe<l witli a power ami authority which inuK*r 
new eomlitions, denuuuliiig ]ir<»gress ami development, 
are of inestimable' advantage, d’he reeent exercise <if 
tliat great autla>rity Ims brought about an advam’o 
whicli may contain the germ and define tlu^ mellKnl of 
l^onsf itutional de^t•lopmont in the immediate future'. 
It is only within the jiast few elays that the full measure 
ot that advanee has been eoiisuminate'tl. 

Kor the* lirst time in the Kmpirt*’s history there are 
sitting in Lomlou two Cabinets, both prope*rly con- 
'-titutt'd anti both exereising wcIl-defineMl peiwers. Over 
each of them the rriiiie! Minister of the Uniteel Kingdom 


liresitleR. On© of thorn is designated as the 
Cabinet,** which chiefly devotf‘S itself to such quest iot 
touching thei prosecution of the war as primarily oonet if 
tho United Kingdom. The other is tlosignatod as t!' 

“ Imperial War Cabine*^,** which has a wider pur[)o . 
jurisdiction, and 'persn tnoJ. To its deliberations ha\ 
bex^n summoned repro smtntives of all the Einpiiy ’ 
self-governing Dominions. Wo meet there on terrn 
of equality under the presidency of the First Minister < • 
tho United Kingdom ; we meet there as ecpials, althou. ! 
(Ireat Britain presides, primus intar paras, ‘Miiii.-^tt r 
from six nations sit around the eouneil board, all of ih.M.i 
re.sponsible to their respective Farliaments ami to tli.- 
jieoplo of tho countries which they represent. 
nation lias its voii'o ti()oii questions of common coucfid 
and hight'sf import aiico as tlu* deliberations profT*^! 
t'uch preserves unimpaired its p(*rf(*et autonomy, ii 
self-govornimMit , and the responsibility <)f its Minist, !- 
to their own eleetorate. For many years the though) 
of statesimui ami students in every jiart of the Empiic' 
has I'cnfri'd around tlu* question of futurt* (V)nst itutioji d 
r<-lati<*ns ; it, may be that now, jis in tlu* past, ihi^ 
ne<*<*ssity imposed }>y great events has given the aTis\\,*r. 

riie imperial War (^ibinet as eonstituti'd to-<lay lot' 
been summoned b»r tlelinitt^ ami sfji'citle pui-posi><-. 
piibliely stated, vvhieb involve f|ueslioiis i>f the uu.-.t 
V it al concern to tlu* vv hole fhnpire. With 1 he fon.-,titiitniii 
<if that ('abinet a new era has flawneil and a new pugo nt 
history has bof*n vv^rittc'ii. It is not. for me to proplu'sy 
as to the future sjgnificauee of llu'sc* ])ri*gmint evnuls ; 
hut those who luiv.* gi\<‘n thought ami energy to every 
effort f«>r full Const if iitioiial ih*velopinent f)f llie oversra 
nati<ins may he pardoned tV>r believing that they di'-'ceni 
therein tlu; birth of a new and greater Impc'ritil (Vuninon- 
w<*alth. 

liuleoil, tho same thought was expressed, 
tliough liot so explicitly, in the invitation to 
the Jlominions. It was sont, as form roqtiirod, 
through tho Colonial Secretary : 

I wish to explain that what His Majesty’s (hivernmeiit 
contemplate is not a sessioti of tlu^ ordinary Inipt‘rial 
(*onfen*nee, but a .special War (Jonfereiioo of the JOn.pin*. 
They therefori* invnte your Prime Minister to attenfl a 
series of sj>eeial ami continuous meetings of the War 
Cabinet, in ortlor to considt*!* urgent question.^ alTectiug 
the prosecution f»f tho war, tfie possible eomlitions ot 
which, in agrei*ment with our Allies, we I'ould assi*nt to 
its termination, and the jirohlems w'liieh will then 
iinmodiately arise. For the purjuise of the.se meetings 
your Prime Minister would he a member of the War 
Cabinet. 

In view of tho extreme urgency of tlu^ subjects of dis- 
eussioii as well as of their supremo importance, it 
hoped tliat your Prime Minist<*r may find it p(»ssihle, in 
spite of tho serious inconvenienco inv'olv'od, to attend 
at an early date, not later than tho end of Fehruarv . 
While His Majesty’s Ooverinnent oarnesLly ilesirt* 1 he 
presence of your Prime Minister him.solf, they hoiie that 
if ho see.s insuperable diflienlly he will carefully con- 
sider the question of nominating a suh.sf it iite, as the\ 
would regard it as a .serious misfortune if any Dominion 
were left unrepresontoil. 

Niitumlly, tho fact that tho (’ahinct to wlii<*l^ 
tlio Dominion Prime IMinistors woro fhn; 
invited wi\.s to hav o .su[)romo oxocutivo auf horii N 
for tho Enipire wtvs liartlly appreciatotl at tir*'( 
by tho Dominion jieoplos. At the end <‘i 
January Mr. Lloytl George found it necessaiN' 
to issue a speoial statement to explain it. TIk’ 
.statement took the form of an interview with 
an Australian journalist : 



PRESENTATION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF LONDON TO MINISTERS OF THE EMPIRE. 

Seated on the Lord Mayor’s right hand are (reading from left to right): — Sir Satyendra Prasanna Sinha, Sir James Meston, 
Sir Edward Morris (Prime Minister, Newfoundland), General Smuts, and the Maharajah of Bikanir. 





CONFERENCE OF DOMINION MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT IN LONDON, JULY, 1*^16. 

as held on the Invitation of the Empire Parliamentary Association. The Dominion Members of Parliament listened to luhlre 
by Imperial Slawesmen and Administrators. These and other subjects were debated in private No resolutions v\crc j' 
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‘ Tin* people of the Dominions know,’* he saitl, “that 
,,ji not a Jinj^o. My n‘eonl contains no journeys into 
.,ihi>yant linperialisin. Yet I this coiineil a^ 

iikin^ the bej^inning of a now epoch in tho history of 
Km]>ire. ’rh<» war has changed us. Heaven knows 
li.is taught us inoro than w’o yet understand. It has 
„Mi<*d a new aj^e for us, ami we want to ^o into that 
\\ a'^e together with our felhiws oversells just as we 
come through tho darkness to;^etli<‘r, ami shetl our 
„mI and treasure together.” 



(fv‘»ssd/ 

MR. WALTER LONCJ, 

Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

It a as ()h\ious, lujwever, tliat in Mr. bloyd (Jeori»e’s 
\e'\\ the tirf't cltity hefoii* the Knipire War (\Mincil will 
l»f to ronsidfU’ the iininediate business of winnirt;^ tlie 
ur. 

riie I'hnpin' War (.’ouiicil,” said the rHine Minister, 
“will deal with all general (pu'sliuiis jilTec-tiuK the war. 
rii<* Prime Ministers or their n'ju'esent at ives will b<» 
temporary members of the War Cabinet, and we propose 
lo arranLie that all matters of lirsi -rat** imptirtanee 
'lioukl })(* considered at a series ol special meetini^s. 
Not hi nij: affecting the Dominions, the cotiduet of the war. 
"I* the ne;rotiations of jjeaee will be exclmled from its 
purview. 'fhere will, of course, be domestic (|uestions 
uhich each i>arL of the Kmpire must settle for ils<*h - 
'juestions snch as recruitin:' in the Unitiid Kiimdonr’, or 
lioiiHi le;j^islation. Su<'h domestic matters v^'ill be our 
'sily reservation. Hut we prt>pose that everylhitt;^ else 
liould he, so to speak, on the table. 

“Will the discus.'iions inchnlo the tate of thf* (fcrman 
olnrtios ? ** 

“That is one obvious question. Jhit there are many 
iU'*stions of equal moment. All tile ditluuilt pri>bl(*ins 
'cmeeted with the makin;^ of peace, as was stated in 
'lie (Jovernment’s invitation, w'ill bo thrcsh<*<l out in 
iliis series t»f meetings. 'I'he war policy of the I’jinpire 
'•'ill bo clearly dcfmeil. And of great importance is 
"hat I may call tlio preparation for peace. 'I hat w'ill 
n Volvo not only demobilization, but such other atter- 
t he. war questions as the migration of our own peojile to 
other parts of tho Knipire, the settlement of soldiers on 
the land, commerce, and industry after the w’ar. 


“You haven't hc'-itaii'd to depart from ]ucctMlcnl ?” 

“We i-crtainly ha\ c not. In these «iays uc cannot 
hc'«itate bccaust* wt* ere breaking prei-edcnts. 'I'lm 
Kmpirc has thrown itself heart ami soul into this uar, 
ami wo should be failing in our duly if we did not take 
every step pos'.iblo to see that its leadiu's get tog<'thcr 
frt>m time to time. You tlon’t suppost' that nc think 
that th<* overseas nations can raist» and phu'c in tiu' tit'ld 
armies containing an enormous pnquirtion tif their best 
manhiuul, Iiml not want to hav<‘ a say, ami a r«‘id say, 
in <lt*t t*rmini ng the ust* to ^\ hich tlu'V are to be put. 
That seems to us an im])os>sd>h' and an undi‘im>crat it' 
proposition, and that is nh\' «»m' of tht* lirst acts ot the 
m‘w tloNcriumMit was to a-k the ttver-^iMs Premier-' lo 
come over, not to a formal Imperial iNuderenee. b\»f to 
sit in the lv\e<-uti\ ('abinel «»f the h'mpire. .\nd that 
is wdiy we have arrangisl fjtr a represent at i\'e ol India, 
which has remlenal invjxluable service to our comnuui 
i-ause, t«) be pivsent aho.’’ 

“ 'I'his iinplii's tha.t tin* CNuiferern’C shoukl meet as 
st»on as possible.” 

“Certainly. 'I'hi* war is not won yet. ami wi* want lo 
ctuieert our etTorts so that wo may «*xert our maximum 
strt'iiglh at tho eritii'al moment. I'lirthei*, we art* nmst 
anxious that during the last and most trying phasi* of I ho 
war, tho British Knipiro may present to tlit' woikl an 



SIR W. THOMAS WHITE, K.C.M.t;. 
Minister of Finance and Keccivcr-Oencral of 
Canada. 


d.s..!..l.’lv iiuiK-l fr-'-l- ‘’l- "> ‘’''"‘r'' 

iIm- icmikmi-iImI.I.v lor Iho 

l>.,li<y of til" wjir i.r.K ii.nlly aloiK'. Il oow wi-li-x to 
know tliiil in iH incn^nr.-- lor pr.i—c nlio;.' I h.- war lo a 
lini-ili and in ils iKvnliali.ai^ for ix-afo it will I..- . arryiii'^ 

„ut a aor.-d npon l.y I In- ot ll.o 

Wliolo Knipiro -iltiiin in pli iiary ronii. il 

“ What abtiUt afu r the war ? ” 

“If yt,ii mean by Unit eoiisf it nl ional reeoii met nai, 

I can only say tbat it is loo soon to lalk a,boul atler lht» 
war Bn't I .'an say this. Tliii.o-’ oiin n. \.-r !..• 111.- 'a.no 
all. r lli.i war iw ih. y w.-ro l.r lnr.. ... K.vr .l..,...,.•.a.•l.•s, 
all parts ot on.- Kinpir.-, .•anno. s|u..l lli.ir l,l.....l and 
tn-asnrr- will, a l..•rois..l iin.l .li-r-p'.r.l of .-..si, wlii.-h 
liav.. U-n l.ovon.1 all prais., svill...nl l.■av,n;i mi. mi.i.-i.-s 
„( .•oinra.l.ship and ..f a yrrat a-roinpl.-lin.-n. nli.il. 
will novor .lio. <»f ll'i- ' >»<' '•‘■'•''‘i". 

Kn.piro will Intv.- fonn.l a unity in til.- war siiili as 
n.-v.T pxist<-<f l..■fore: it —a .niily not. only in hislory, .mt 
of pnrposo. What pra.-tied fliiiin'.i in linpi-riul orpnni. 
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GENERAL SMUTS REGRIVINtJ THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF MANCHESTER. 
Left to rifilil : Mr. Tliomos Hudion (Town Clerk), General Smuts (si^ninji the redister), the Lord Mayor 
of Manchester, Alderman Smethurst, Mr. Walter Lond (Colonial Secretary), Sir Daniel McCabe. 


/iilioH tluit will nu'iiii 1 will not Nontun^ to prt*<lift. Hut 
tliiil it will iii\olv<« MoiiK' is <M*rt»iin. I holi»‘\t* 

t hilt nil tin* .st at osiiKMi (it tti(‘()|(l Cyoiintry anil of tin* 
Dominions who ha\'(‘ .spoUon ahont it an* nnaninioiis on 
that fioint. 'Dk* iortlit'oiiiiiiK \N'ar Coimcil, Iiowcmt, 
rannot ilo'al with thosr fundaiiK'nt al povf.u^,,!. pruhlcin>, 
hnt it may atTonl us somt* insi^hl inlo the form uhioh 
t h(‘N may f uko." 

T\\o ImpiM-irtl War < ’abinoi mol towards tlio 
<*nd of March. Aiisl raliai, for the rciisuns already 
t'xplained, was not n*presonted. Its nuMdin^s 
were iM*eessari!y si'ciH't, and there could lie no 
record of its procei'din^s. ]bd there is no 
<Ionbt that its results wt're t'xctdlent, and wh(*n 
its inemh(*rs dispersed tJie British (government 
de((‘riuiiu‘d to atteiu])t to summon it <'very 
yt‘ar. This was anuounc<Ml by tlie Prime 
Ministi^r to the House of Commons on May 
IT. HUT : 

I think fh.' said] that I oii^dit to report to I ho Ifoii.-^o a 
V or^\ impiirtant di'cision that wa'* arrivod at as a socpioi 
to tho rouont miotimis of thi' Imporial War (’ahinot. 

If is dosirahio that I’arliariHMit shonld ho otTioially and 
formally aiapiaintod Nxith an ovont that will const it iit<« 
a inomnrahio landmark in tho ooriwtit nt ional liistory of 
tho Hiifi.*.h Knipiro. Tlit' Houso will rennomhor that 
in Dooornhor la^t his Majosty’s Dovornmont invitod 
tho I*rimo Alim^tors or loading; sfatosmon of tho ovorsoas 
Dominions and of India to attond tho sittings )>oth of 
tho C’ahinot and of an Imporial War (’onforonoo to ho 
hold in this «<.iintry. If is to tho forinor body, whioh 
a.s.somhl('d in .March and hold I I sittings hofor,' .soparating. 
that T dosiiv to n'f(*r. 

'I'ho Hritish C’ahinot hocamo tor tho tiino hoing an 
Imporial War f’ahinot. Whilo it was in so.ssixin its 
ovorsoas momhors had aocoss to all tho information 
which w a.s at tho disposal of his Alajo.sty's CJovonniitnit , 


and occui:)iod a status of rhsohiti* oipiality with tliiil 
of tho jnombors of tho British War (^ihinot. It Iwid 
prolongod disonssions on all Ihc' most, vital aspoefs i»t 
Imperial polic'v, and canii* to importanf docisioiis m 
rogard to thinn — derisions whicdi wnll onahio ns to 
prosinnito tho wai‘ with incn'oivsod unity and vigour, mid 
will ho of tho groat ost vadno whon it oomos to tin 
nogcitialii^n of peace. 

J should liko to add on Ixdialf of the ( Jov crniiiciii 
that tho trosh minds and new' ]>oints of \ icw which oiii* 
oolloagnos from ovor tho .sons havo hrought to hc.ir 
upon tho prohloni.s with which wo has o boon so li>i>. 
ongro.s.sod have* licon an immense hcl]i to ns aill. So 
far a.s wn* in*o conconu'd, wo can say wnth contldcn' •• 
that the* oxporiiiicnt has hocni at com])Ioto succ*oss. 

'I’hc conclusions of tho I mpcwial War Cabined jU'*' 
ncci'.ssity socrot. hnt tlioro is ono aspc'ct of tliom which 
W'o fc'cl cMiglit to l)(^ cnininnnicatod to tho Iton.so wilhoiii 
delay. Tho Imporial Wtvr ( ’ahined wa-^ nminimous that 
tho now pnx’odnro had hocni of such service not c»nl> 
to itll its mombors hnt to tho Kmpiro that it ought not to 
ho allowed to fall into dosnolntlo. Arcordingly at the 
last session f proposed formally, on behalf of the Ih-iti"!' 
Covernmont, that mootings of an Tmporiikl Cahinot 
should hc^ hold annually, or at, any iritonncdiati' tiiiM' 
..'I...,. TTiinoriiil r>fyiworil rc'ouirc* to he 

.sidtlod. and tliat tho Jinporiail (Sihinot should con-i-! 
ol tho Prime Minister of tho United Kingdom and siich 
of his oolloatguos as deal spocdally with Imperial affair-- 
(»t tho Prinn» Minister of i‘ach of the Dominions, or "oni’ 
specially accredited altc*rnato possossc'd of ofjual^uut horit y. 
and of a represent at ivo cif tho Indian people* to he 
appointed by tho Uovonunont of India, "riiis ]»ropo-:i t 
mot with tho cordial approval of tho ovor-'Ojvs rcjn-c 
sontativ«*s, and w'o hope that tlio holding of an annuiC 
Imperial Cahinot to discuss foreign affairs and other 
aspects of lm]H*rial policy will become an ac’ccptcd 
convention of tho British (\»nstitiition. 

I ought to add that the institution in its present 
form i-s oxtroint'Iy ehistic. It grew, not hy di*>ign. 
but out of the necessities ol the w^ar. The «*ssenco ol 
it i.s that the responsible heacis of the Governments 
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I h»» with thoso ^linisters who iin.^ sporially 

irii'itt'tl with the corxliiet of Imperial ])oiiey, shouhl 
, .'t to^^ether at rej^ular iiitt*r\ ills to eonfer alxml 
policy aiitl matters comiefted fluM'cwith, and 
, ,,in* to <leeisiot»s in rc;>;ard to them which, suhj(»ct 
[ ilu' control of their own Parliaments, tli(‘y will then 
\erally execute. Hy this means ttu*y will he able to 
. ’ tain full information about all asj^eets of Itn|>eri:d 
, I, lairs, and to determine by <*onsiiltiPion to;_^ether tin* 
|.,.licy of the Empire in its most vital aspects, without 
liitrin^ing in any tlegroe the autonomy which its parts 
mT present enjoy. To what constitutional (.le\ elt>pments 
tl.i-, may l<*ad we did not attempt to settle. 'Phe wholi' 
ipM'stion of perfecting the mechanism for cont innons 
r.m'.iiltation ” about. Imperial and foreign affairs 
bt-iwceii the autononvous nations of an Imperial 
( '((ininonwcalth ” will be n*served for the eonsid(‘rat ion 
,)t that special t%>iiferenee which will he summonetl as 
,uon as possible after the war to readjust the eonsiifti- 
(ittnal relations of the lOmpirt*. We felt, however, that 
the exp(*ritnent of (‘t)nstitnting an Imperial ('abinel, 
III whieh India was ivpresented, liad been so fruitful 
III better imderstamling and in unity of purpose and 
action that it ought to he perpetuated, and wi* beli<s\e 
that this [iroposal will commend itself to the jiidgnient. 
of all the nations of the h'liiiiire. 

TIk^ inoinhors of tiu' W’nr iiu‘t ulso in 

si “ War (.’onforencH* " to (lisciiss otlirr }ts|M‘(*ts 
of Iiii[)orisi,l coopc'ral ion. Tlu' rosoliit ions 
sidopt(‘(i ))y this C 'onft‘r(Mict‘ wt'n* aftt'rwards 
ptihlisheil as a Parlitinioiittiry Pa])t‘r [(M). HotibJ. 
In his sptH'ch at K(linl)urg:h on .\pril 1 I Sir 
l*oh(*rt Honlcn had g:i\(‘n sonn' indii*ation of 
I ho kind of things \vhi<*h tho W’n.r ( 'onf(‘r<‘neo, a-s 


distinguished from the War C’ahiiict, were 

discussing : 

r hope that after tlu* eomlusion of ])eac(‘ our eyes may 
bi*! tiirnetl more elo^ely upon the va'^t and \ aried rc'^ourees 
of our lOmpire and their futiiit* potentialities 'riien* 
are ipiest ions of t be gra\ est import touching t heir eont rol, 
developmi'iit and ntili/.ation for a I'ominon purpose; 
the prodiK'tiou of an adeipiate food supply, mt'iins jjf 
lran*.>portat ieii anil eiiniiiitiniealioii, the iit ili/a.t ion of raw 
materials by the most elTeetixe methods bir all needful 
]>urposes of national eoiieerii. W'e mu''l take stoi'k of 
our resources, exercise an elTi'etive cunt rol, atiil utilize 
them to tlu* bigbe',t uatioiial aihaiitage. 'Tbere is 
reason lt» believe that beloi\* the war (Jernnin>' bad a 
more systi'iiuit ie and t borough knowledge of t lie re'.nurees 
and develojunent of the Dominions tlnm could he found 
in the United Kiiigduiii. May we not hope after the 
war for a livelier interest in the progre'^s and the spirit 
of the young nations of the ltrili'^h ( 'ommonw t*alt h ‘f 
( *a.n it be denieil that in tlu past a.eli\ilie'- or anibitimis 
in minor I'airopeaii theatres ha\ e reeei\ed attention 
that- might hetter lia\ t* heeii la'stoued upon matters 
of eotnmon (‘oneerii whieli lia\e not hi‘en seen in their 
true perspective ? 

Ontsiile of I'aiiope are great theatres tU aetioii in 
whieh the future of oiir Kinpire will nlliniately he 
w nrki'd out. Ill each of the Dominions the task ol 
speedy dt'velopinent is an mulert akiinxof great imignit nde. 
aiul it is lu*ing <‘arried on hy a relat iv elv snnill popiilal ion . 

I speak of (’anada heeanse I know it. In that Dominion 
there are halt-aalozen |»i*o\ inei*s. each ol which is greatt r 
in ar<‘a and not less rich in resources tlian the United 
Kingdom. Are we ipiite sure that the work which 
is being <’nrrie<l on overseas is m('itsiiral>l> realized here ? 
If tliere is a.di‘(pta.t<* vision it is clear that these con- 
siderations must lontimnillv assume luruer proportions- 
ill the future purpose and activities ot our Imperial 
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Inspecting the Guard of Honour in Guildhall Yard. 
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( 'orrirrionwoiilth. Mfaritiinc, all effort Tnust bo coii- 
M'*<Tat»*<l to tliM tinfini-thiHi tii^k that still lies before us 
i!i assuring' through vietfiry the <iefenee of our iiihoritaneo 
au(l tho vindieiit ioa of the world’s liberties. 

Am to tlio fjtjcstion of fho formal roacljiist- 
iiumt of tlt(' (Min.stitotional rolations of (jlreat 
Mritain and the I huninioiiH. tlie restilution post, 
ponin^ it to a Sp(*eial ( 'onfertdiee to meet after 
th«* war appears ainon^ ttie resolutions of 
the (’onferenee in the following? form ; 

'Phe Imperial War (%>ufererure aro <if opinitJii that tho 
readjust meat of the eoitstit iitioaal relations of the 
eoruponeiii parts of the Empire is too important an<l 
intricate a subject to he dealt with <lurin^ tlie war, and 
that it should form tlu^ subject of a s[>eeial frnperial 
(’oiifereneo to be summoned as soon as pftssible after 
the cessation of host ili lies. 

'rhi>y deem it their duty, however, to place on record 
their view that any smdi n*aiijustinent, while thoroughly 
pnw«^rvin>^ all exist in>' powt^rs of self-government and 
complete control of domc'stie affairs, should be latMod 
upon a full n*co; 4 nition of tins dominions as autonomous 
nations of an imperial (kjmmonwealth, an<l of India as 
an important portion of the same, shouhl recoj^nize 
the ri;^ht of the Dominions and India to an adequate 
voieo in foreign policy and in forei;r„ relati<ins, and 
sluiuld provide cdfeetive arran^'cments for (>ontinuous 
cimsultation in all important matters of eonitnon 
Imperial eoneern, ari<l forsmdi necessary <‘oneerted action, 
founded on consultation, as the several (lovernments 
may determine. 

Tht' (‘xpHfit t'xpiH'.ssion Ity the rntMiibiTs of 
tho War (\)nf<*rt‘n(*o, in tho sooond j)art of this 
rosohitinn, nf th<‘ir viow of Iht' ])rinf ipl('s on 
whioh ounstitutional nuidjust intuit should h<‘ 
hasod was tbuihth'ss intondod to show tiuur 
iippnsition to what had cuuk* to ho known as 
th<^ “ Kodoral Solution.'* In tliis they on- 
tlorsod tho opinion «)f (kuioral Smuts, who 
afttu’wards saiti that in his opinion tht» 
rosolution of tho War t^onfonuico, tpiotod 
ahovo, had ilis|)osotl of fodoration, at loast fur 
tho tinu\ In a s]M*ooh to tlu^ Kinjiin' Parlia- 
mtuitary Association on Afiril 2. 1017, while flu- 
War (*ahinot was sittinj^, (bqicral Smuts, who 
roprt'sontcd South Africa at tJio War (*ahinot, 
spoke of tht' futuro constitution of tho Kmpiro 
in a way which showed tluit lio for one had been 
ablo to roconcilf' him^olf to the idea of a single 


Executive Cabinet for the Empire witliout nn 
formal alteration of its loose constitutional ie. 

On the futuro Constitution of the Einpin 3 1 do 
want U> speak at any length- T do not think that iln 
is tho time or that it is necessary to do so, but I thmk 
ont3 word of caution shoukl bo expressed. A great d« a* 
of political thinking on this dimcult and most imtxirtaic 
of all subjects has already been done in the CiiitiMl 
Kingdom, and a great literature is growing up an.tm l 
it in tliis eoiintry. Let me give you one word of warrim- 
In thinking of this matter, do not try to think of exist ir^ 
political institutions which have boon evolved in 
course of European dovelopnients. 'I’lie J3ritish Kmpin^ 
is a much larger and more diverse problem than anythin ' 
we have soon hitherto, and the sort of Constitution vsr 
retwl about in books, the sort of political alf)habet which 
has been elaborated in years gone by, docs not apply, 
an<l would not solve tho problems of tho future. \Vt. 
should not follow j^recedents. but make them. 1 fed 
sure that in the coming years when this problem is in 
process of solution — because it will never bo finally anti 
perfectly solvotl - -you will find oiir political thought will 
ho turned into quite now channels and will nt>t follow 
what has been done anywhere else either in the ol<t 
world or the new, hecuuise, after all, we are built on 
frt‘e<lom. 

We see growing nj> before us a great number of strong 
free nations all over the Empire. Nobody wants tt) 
limit the power of self-government. No single man 
outside a lunatic, asylum wants to force these young 
nations into any partitnilar mould. All that wo want 
is tho inaxiinurn of fivedom and liberty, the maximum 
of self-development for the young nations of the Empire, 
and machiiH'ry that will keep all these nations together 
in the years which aro before them. I am sure if we 
disabuse our minds of precedc*nts and prt'conei'i ve<i 
ideas wo shall evolve, in the course of yc'ars, the iiistitii- 
tiona and iuachiiu‘ry tliat will in<*ct our dillicultif's. 

Tlic meetings of tlie Jmperial War Cabinet 
ov<*r, the representatives t)f Canada, India, 
Now Zealand and Newfoundland returned 
home, (leneral Smuts remained in England. 
It was known that Ito had )>een of great s( rviee 
to tho Imperial Cabinet. His military reeonl 
combined with his political t^xperienec* to give 
him a special position among tho Dominion 
representative's. On Juno 18, 1U17, Mr. Honar 
l.*aw annoimeed in the House of Commons 
that tlie British W’ar Cabinet had invited 
(General Smuts to attend tlieir meetings during 
liis stay in Knghvnd “ in order to avail them* 
selv’es ” of his “ .special military knowledge 
and experience.” 
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I N oarlior (*)Bij)tors tho political an<l military 
asppfts of Italy’s part iripat ion on the 
(jlrt‘at War liavu b(M*ii di'scribotl, but not 
the work (lono by Iut Xavy. Jt js pro- 
posed horo to sliow what were the duties of the 
Italian Klind and how they were executed. 

'The task of tlje Italian seamen was influeneed 
hy the area in which it was jiiTfornuHl, and 
their strategy by tlni natun^ ()f the >j:eo^niphieal 
(ouditions. The Adriatic; from its northern 
end in the (-lulf of Trieste, to its southiTii limit 
ht'tweeii (‘ape Santa Maria di J..enea and the 
inland of (A>rfu, is about 400 miU‘s in length, aiul 
its general direetiou is south-cavsterly from the 
shores of V<aii<*e. It is boun<ied hy tw’o iu‘arly 
J)aralh4 shores, and its gen(*ral brt'adth is about 
ninety miles. Its widest part is between 
loino, north of Ancona, and Novi, in Dalmatia, 
where it is about 110 miles. Ti is iiarnavi’st 
betw’(*<ai Otranto, in Italy, and Capo Liriguetta, 
ai the* entrance to Valona i^ay, wliere the 
distance is not quite forty miles. It was in 
the Straits of Otranto, betwoiai these two last- 
named places, tliat tlni iwineipal work of 
maintaiiiiiig a blockade was carried out by 
the Allies. It will be seen later how’ the com- 
parative narrowness of tjiese w’aters thro ugh - 
Vol. XII— Part 152. 


out thc'ir whole length anect(‘d the manner in 
which th(» WM.r developed. 

The two coasts of the Adriatic differ entirely 
in asp<‘et and ehara<*t(*r, aiul this again in- 
fluenced profoun<l!y tlieeoursi^ of llie op(‘rat ions. 
4'he Italian shore is comparatively shallow, 
lacking in commodious sh(*lttM*ed ports, hut 
having, scattered along its kMe.^lh, m. large 
number of jiopulous towns. On tiu? otlier 
hand, tho Tstrin-n, Dalmalian. and Albanian 
coasts are for tlu^ most part rocky and jiri'clpi* 
tons, niJisked by seatt*Ted islands, but possess- 
ing many excellent an<l safe Inirboiirs. I’lio 
Italian sr^afioard, from Santa. Maria <li Leuea 
norlhwanls to Buso, llie bouiidarv bctweei^ 
Italy and .Austria, is gein*rally low, with sandy 
h(*a<dies, exei^pt at the hwv points where tho 
land ris(*s in rocky capes. 4‘he 'p;*iiB*ipal 
towns are Brindisi, Ancona and Venice. 4‘ho 
first -named, which hefori* tlie w ar w iis a place 
of considerable iiiijiort anee, was siibseipient ly 
converted into a first-class naval base. The 
railw'ay commences hen*, with braiwlies to 
Otranto and I'aranto, and passivs northward 
w'ithin easy retveh of nearly all the [lorts along 
the* coast to Rimini, where it turns inshortj 
to the larger towns o£ tho interior. This hue 
305 
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made to servo a useful purpose in the 
fence of the coast. Ancona, wliicli is in 
iircct railway (‘oimminication with most of 
the |)rincipal towns of ltal>', was also iiripro\ecl 
ilitrin)^ the war, wliile Venice, in s[)itt^ of cc'rtain 
rlisai I vantages, was a naval basti ami .ship- 
building centre of great importance. 

On th<» eastern coast of tlu‘ A<lriatie tla^ro 
\v(‘n' only three towns of e<>mmereial con.se- 
ijucnce, Trieste, Kiume, and ^bilona. hut tlu*re 
\\ere many liar))Ours, most valual>li' from a naval 
poijit- of \iew, including: Pola, in tlte Isfrian 
I’eiiinsula, the principal hea<h|iiartt*rs of tin' 
Austro Hungarian Navy. Fiume, in the (Jiilf 


hay, whicli from its position near the i-ntrance 
to the Ad!•i^lt^c Sea is of considt^rabli' sliategic 
value, and was seized ])y the Italians as a bast^ 
of operations. A word, loo, must be said 
about the labyrinth of islaiuls which form a 
fringe to lli4> Dalmatian coast. 'Tin' bivst Unown 
of these art* lassa a al Lagosla, but all abound 
with ports and liarlxairs, mo.-st suitable for the 
use of toi*[)i*<lo erafi. ^Vbout nud-wji\' also ifi 
the Adriatic is the island of Pelagosa, and this 
place, lik(* some of the other islaiuls, being 
coimeetei! ])y tt'legraph with the mainland 
ami used as a sit^uial station, was occ'upied by 
the Italians. It will be seen from thisdescrip- 
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of Duarnoro, was tin* only port of Hungary, 
and was cmmected by railway with dViestt*, 
\ ienna, and Hmlapest. Dike l^’iesti*, it was a 
shipbuilding ]jon, and in tla .so two cf'iitres all 
tfie larger ships of the Austro-Hungarian Navy 
were built. fSoutlnvard along th<^ Dalmatian 
coast the slum'* is backed at a short distajict^ 
by high ranges of mountains, aiel water 

is to be found, as well as almost Jaud-h>cked 
harhouiv, including (Ait taro, a ])lac<‘ which 
attained mucli promineiK'c (»wing to its vaha* 
*rom a strategical asjiect and to the o[jeratioMs 
of which it form(*d thi* hase. I let ween Cat taro 
and Valona an^ the ports of Durazzo ami San 
(Jiovanni <\i :sredua, whicli at tlu^ h(*ginniug 
of the war wcje available for communical i<in 
with Serbia and Montenegro, but lat(*r on fidl 
into Austrian Jiaiuls. Valona, whicli will also 
he found mentioned in the following narrative, 
is the principal seaport in Albania, on a .spacious 


t ion of I la* ..Adi’iatic Sea tliUit tln^re wurii greater 
ndxantages in many ri‘s[)eets on the Anslriaii 
side, and lliat the pi'ciiliar eonfigunit ion of tlie 
«*ji.stern I'oast made mon* dillicnlt any oliiuisivi* 
opi‘ral ion.s agiiiiisl the nii.\'nl forces of the Dual 
AIonareliN'. 'Tlie western coast, on tlic* other 
hand, owing to its paucity <>f harbours, its 
shall»)w waters, and its many populous towns, 
])resentc*d a vuihaTabh* !arg(*f to the eiieiuy’.s 
cnt4Tpri.se. 

From August 10, 101 I , t la - <lat c of the d<‘clar» - 
tion of war hy Austria-Hungary, until May 2.*l, 
HH.A, when Italy came into the e<mtlict, Ha* 
duty of imposing tla* vvill of the Allies up<»ii llie 
Fleet of tla* Dual Monarchy d<*vol\ed iip4)n the 
Anglo- Frciicli naval fones under tla* command 
of Adniiralissimo Ihaa* dt* JaiiM‘>rcn‘. 'I’la' 
Austro-J lungarian Fli'ct had, witliouf an effort, 
abandom‘d th(^ control of the (;ommiiriicat ions 
in the lower waters of tla* Adria,tie, and the 
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ITAI.IAN SUBMARINF AND SUPPLY 
SHIP AT ANCHOR AT THE ISLAND 
01 PHLACOSA. 

iniijor |M»rti()ii shut its(‘lf u]) in tlio protoctcul 
|)or( of I’ohi, iiuicli in tlu' sainc way that the 
(Jcnujui Hi^ii Soa Fh'ot had g<»!u* into hiding 
ht‘hind Heligoland. Dcfeiuh'd hy (‘xtonsivr 
and vi'ry modi'rn fort ideal ions on the heights 
nroiind the harbour, by numerous l)atteries of 
long range guns commanding the* eul ranee 
with its ap|)n»aelu*s, and by mines in the 
adjjieeiit ehamu'ls, tlie great naval arsenal and 
anchorage in tlu‘ Istrian Veninsula d(*fied 
attacks by ships alon<\ Any attempt at its 
reduct icm demM-nded the employment of niilit ary 
forc(‘s, and these could not l)e sparc'd for the 
])ur|)ose. 'The task, therefore, of the Alli(‘d 
s(piadrons and flotilhis was li?nited to the 
maintenance of a pt)sition of obst'rvation in th<‘ 
Straits of Otranto, from which any endeavour 
of the (‘lUMuy to challenge a decision at s(*a could 
b(‘ promptly met, while ingress or egr(‘ss to and 
from the Mediterranean was denie<l. Commu 
nication with Montenegro was cstablishe<l at 
the outbn'ak of war through the ports of 
Dura/zo a.nd San (liovamu di Medua, and this 
business brought about a bombardment (»f 
Cattaro and the temp»)rary st'izure of sonu* of 
the lower Dalmatian Islands from which attacks 
by light vi'ssi'ls on the liiu' of tratlic w»*re 
laiineluMl. This necessarily arduous and .some- 
what thankk'ss task was exercised by the 
Allied force's etTcctively, but not without some 
loss in the campaign of attrition by submarines. 
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LIGHTHOUSE, PELAGOSA, 

nliich liere, as in the North Sea, was th(' mo'^l 
prominent fc'aturt' of tlie ta -tics adopted by the 
e'nemy. 

\\’h(*n Italy d(*nounc('d the Triple Alhaiice 
and drt'w the sword in the cause of the Kntenie 
Powers, her Navy was called ujum to operate 
in wliat was . already an active^ tlieatre of 
hostilities. The' spliere of naval operation'- 
W!xs, liowever, at onc(' enlarged; and extcntled 
throughout the whole length and breadth of the 
Adriatic. Nyt only had the Italian Fleet to 
assume the responsibilities of the blockade at 
the Straits of Otrant(» and the inaintemiuce <>1 
comnmnications with Montenegro and Albania, 
but. it was called upon to undertake th<' pro- 
tection of its commercial interests and the 
towns along its Adriatic littoral. Furthermore, 
upon it devolved the duty of ina-'king tlie 
Austro-Hungarian Fleet at Pola, and such 
undertakings as were required in co-operation 
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tne Army in tho advanco of tlu' laU«‘r 
ilnn^ the Friuli coast towards Trieste. Tlu‘ 
\iistro-Hun.u:arian Fleet, based on l\)la, Fiuim*. 
.Old Cat taro, was a standing memu’e, and 
• 11 joyed behind th(' T)ahnatia.n i.slands al’rc'edom 
action which ]ierinitted the utilisation to the 
iulU'st extinit of small craft, su|)[)ortc‘d in some 
m'>tances by tJie laruer ships. To meet the 
attacks which wen* made called for the utnmst 
\ iuilance on the part of t la* Italian seamen and 
a. continued dis]>lay of the (pialiti('s of pdlantry 
and t*ndurance. h^ortunat(*ly, fhirin^ se\'t‘ral 
months of la'utrality, Italy had bei‘n able to 
utilise iier industrial resources, and Jier ship- 
laiilding yards and foundries, for cornph*! inj.^ 
her naval a.rra.n^em(*nts, so that when w ar <*ame 
^la' was a})l(' to answer the* call efteet i\-el\' and 
j^u'adually to ti^ht(*n her ^^rip on the* (‘iiemy both 
hy sea and air. Jn the Northern Adriatic 
](art i(‘ulai-|y tin* intei'di'^a'iidemt* of tin* land 


way to the Mritish control of lla* (^hannel atul 
deten<‘e of the Straits of l)ovi»r. 'rhi> fall of 
Blount box'tchen n'movt*d thi* la.st obstacle 
to tla* liohl of tlu* Austrians upon tin* Bay of 
Cattaro. '^I'hev' wen' now a.ble to make full 
use of this ma.iznificl'nf anchoraeo, the ap- 
proaches to which ha-d been dominated by tlu' 
jxuns upon the Mount, a. eireumst a.nee whii'h 
had hitherto debarred t la* full de\ i'lopm(*nt 
ot the port as a na\ a.l base. Cattai*o was in 
some respeets to the Italians w ha.t /ei*bru^^4i 
had bi'en to the Hritish Xa.\ \ . Its \ ieinity 
to the Sti*aits made possibli^ intt‘rf(‘ren<H' which 
mijzht a.t any tinu* become serious. 'The 
Austrians i*.lso utilised this |*oi’t b\ sending 
some of their most powerful ships then', an<l 
l!‘om it raids b\' lighter craft and slron^j: flotillas 
])<‘came fre((uenf aiul ma.rked h\ skill and dash 
both in plan and 4 ‘veeution. All tlu'se matters 
th'iuaiuk'tl fi’om the Italian I'dt't't »'\hibitioii 



AUSTRIAN WARSHIl'S AT TIIK ARSHNAL (JUAY AT POLA. 


'Old s«’a op('ratioiis was made manifest, and tia* 
.'eamen, by c*nerg<‘tic a^izressivi* action, 
' Mat (‘rial ly as«ist(*d the w»»rk of tin* Army. 

T^ater fin, w h(*n .Mont<*ne;rro and Serbia w ere 
overwliehiu*d a.n<l Kin^ ('oust ant ine ladiaxajd 
-o desf)icably, tlie burd(‘n laid of» tlu* Italian 
l’'l»‘ 4 't incn*as4*d, and its task became yet more 
•M-duous and diflicult. d'he witlalrawal of 
he remnants of th(* S(*rbian Army wais a ^reat 
‘■at, and so was the transport of a military 
’ xpeditioii to Valoua. I'host^ un<lertakin|^s, arul 
hat of preventing interference with the patrol 
Mi the Straits of Otranto, are comparable in a 


of the highest pi'ofessional ea,pa.'-ity and sc*a- 
manship. During two years of war the enemy’s 
fleet was condemned to a sta.t 4 ^ ot <*iimpara 1 ivo 
pow 4*rle.s,sne.s.s, aial thus there was no eiiga.g<‘. 
ment betwe<-n the \ e-..-el.^ of the hirgir ehisses, 
])uf many incident'-’ and episode's occum*<l, 
somc^ f>f th'Mii of a (piitf' si'iisational nature*. 
In e*verv weix" the Italia.ns maintain<*d tliei higli 
standard e)f their training anel t raelit ie>ns, 
ceaistantly a.n<l vigorously a-ssea-ting tliea'r 
iiia'<te*ry ox’cr tlie^ fe>e. 

The declaration of war by Italy found hev. 

1 52 - 2 
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Navy sfrori*' aivl nM'ly, ablt^ to wioM a 
f)ot(^rit itinoorifo oa tJu? coursii of t^x'oiits in tho 
Adriatic. As regards material strength, tho 
Italian tle(‘t was .^u-oml only to tliat of Franco 
in I he .Mivliterranean. Hem*e, wlien tho foree.s 
of those two Powers wt‘re united, the naval 
jiosition of the Allies in that important theatre 
of war wiis \ery mneli improved. Tlie control 
(►v(‘r till* Adriatic became more stringent, and 
was u«)t seriously challenged by tho Austro- 
Hungarian Navy. 

Six battleships of the “Dreadnought” class 
headed the Italian lighting fleet. 'Phey wore 
of three distinct types. In a class by herself 
was the Dante Alighieri, which was launched 
in It) 10 and completed in 1012. This first 
Italian “ 1 )r(‘adnought,” of 2tt,0l0 tons, had 
an armament of twelve 12-in. guns, disposed 
in four triple turrets the \'essel being the first 
ilosigned to carry her hi^avy guns on this 
principle. A loaturi^ of the ship was her high 
speed of 20 knots, or two knots more than the 
origiiiM-l Hritisli “ Dreadnought.” Following 
the Dante Aligliieri came thri'o vessels of the 
same tonnage, but- of slightly dilToront design. 
The Leonardo da Vinci, ({iulio (Vi-iaro, and 
(.'onto di (‘a\'our were given thirteen 12-in. 
guns, and the novel arrangement was adopted 
of three turrets mounting three weapons in 
each, and two turrets twin-mounted. Among 
tlu^ ailjustments to permit of the extra weight 


allotted to the main armament wa.s tho roduciio,, 
of the speed to 22 J knots. There were tu, 
other “ Dreadnoughts,” the Andrea Don.i 
and (Viio Diiilio, launched in 1913, which wej.. 
.similarly armed to the last-named three ships 
and were, in general, improvements on llui,,. 
Owing to the failure of the Austrians to chal!enp«. 
the command exercised by tho Allied fh^r-. 
the.so “Dreadnought” vessels of the IfaliMn 
Navy were not called upon for any fight in-r 
during the two years following tho declaratmu 
of May, 191 f), yet tho power and strength latent 
intli(*m imido t heir influence felt on the situation 
at sea. An unfortunate accident deprived our 
Allies of th(^ services of the Leonardo da \dnci. 
d'his ship, on the night of .August 2, lUlii, 
wliile moored in Taranto Harbour, in a position 
sheltering her from all ])ossibility of hostile 
attack, caught fire near the aft maga/ine. 
The proiiijit flooding of tlie maga/ine pre\'ented 
the entire destruction of the vessel, l)ut a senes 
of explosions occurred, and within an hour tlie 
tine ship ha-d foundered in about 3.'» fet*t of 
water, it was definitely estahlishcil that the 
exjilosion was not due to the spoiitaiii'oin 
com))Ustioii of })owder or sh(‘lls. 

Supplementing the Dreadnoiighf division-, 
Italy had, when she entered the war, an mi 
posing fleet of pre- Dreadnought ships, hotli 
battleships and cruisers- --about ten vessels 
of eitlier class. Tlie battleships ranged from 



AN ITALIAN DREADNOUGHT FIRING FROM HER FORWARD TURRET. 





Roma, of 1907, to tho Sardegna, of 1890, 
i'-iid, judged by their contemporaries in other 
fleets, they were all of powc^rfiil and e flic lent 
types. Italian constructors had been justly 
renowned for their daring and initiative in 
ship design. To Colonel Cuniberti, at one time 


Chief Constructor of the Italian Xavy, was 
ascribed the origin of the idea of th«* Dread- 
nought or “all-big-gun ship.” As regards the 
armourcMl cruisers, a!l but thrt^c? carricfl lO-in. 
guns in their main armaments, ami were thus 
in the nature of fast light battleships. It was 
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with thcfio twenty pre -Dread nought battleships 
and cTuisers that the Italian fleet carried through 
so successful Jy its work during the war with 
Turkey in 1911-12, when although, owing to 
the marked inferif>rity of the Ottoman forces, 
it gained no <lramati(? victories, it accomplished 
a large amount of valuable and indisj^ensablo 
work in the transport of troops to Tripoli, 
tlie dcstruc-tion of liostilo shijiping, the bom- 
bardment of <auany ])orts and signal stations, 
and in blockade work. The Italian Navy 
not only made pf)ssihle the defeat of the Turks, 
))ut |)reventf>d the interv'ention of a thml Power. 
As regards light cruisers, the construction of 


arsenals at Naples, Denoa, and Leghorn had 
turned out vessels of this character for manv 
foreign Powers, including Groat Britain, which 
ha<l ordered a submersible of the Laurenti type 
in 1911. I’hero were 33 destroyers, 07 torpedo 
boats, and 20 submarines ready for service in 
the Italian Navy in May, 1915. An illustration 
of thii capability of the crews of this branch of 
the service w'as afforded during the w'ar with 
Turkey, when Captain Enrico Millo, w ho after- 
wards becanuj Minister of Marine, took tht> 
torpedo boats Spica, I^erseo, Centauro, Climone 
and Astore on the night of July 18, 1912, into 
the Dardanelles ; the raid constituted a fine 
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THE ITALIAN DESTROYER “INDOMITO." 


this most useful class had hctai somewhat 
neglected in the few years before 1914, so that 
of the It) \ (vssels in the Italian Na\'y nine wore 
over twenty years old, with a speeil of less than 
IwtMity knots. The newest, scout -eruisers were 
the Nino Hixio, Marsala, and Quarto, launched 
in 1911-12, with a displacement of 3,400 tons 
and a speed of 28 knots Others, lanv€»ver, 
ineluding some for duty as flotilla leaders, 
w ere under eonstrnetiou or luniring eompletion. 
Another interesting \essel similar in general 
design was the Libia, Immehed in the Ansaldo 
works at ( Jeuoa in 1912. She had been built 
as the Turkish <Tniser Drama, but was seized 
by the Italians, before completion, on the out- 
break of the war against Turkey. 

In torpedo craft, both siurface and 8ubinerge<i, 
the Italian Fleet was well ileveloped. The 


exhibition of nerve and judgmout. In the 
greater war which opened for Italy in ^hiy, 
1915, this daring raid was to ])e matcherl h}" 
ot]u*r brilliant exj^loits with torpedo craft, as 
will ho shown in the following pages. No 
ae<*ount, however brief, of tlie material of the 
Italian Navy would be complete without 
mention ot the various auxiliary and special 
shi[)s, mining vessels, and the like, all of wliich 
lielpetl to keep tlie fleet in a high state of 
readiness and efllciency. 

The employment of tlio ex -light cruiser Elba 
on ballooning service indicated the attention 
paid to aeronautics at a time when tlie seaplane 
and the airship had not been utilized to any 
large extent for w'ar purposes. In August, 
1913, how’ever, a Marine Flying School had 
been constituted at Venice. Several naval 
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iinnen from hero and olrtowhoro booaino famous 
by thoir exploits in tlie course of the war 
operations. 

It may bo well to record bore that the 
Italian Navy had been administered in the 
years preceding tiie war by a judicious and 
well-tried system. Herein lay the fouiidatimi 
of much of its success. The outstamliug 
feature of the Italian Admiralty was that its 
head had usually been a naval f)fhcer an 
admiral of distinguished service or attainments. 
Ho had the title of Minister of Marine, and was 
fully responsible to Parliament, having a seat 
in either the Senate or the Chamber. A 
civilian Under-Secretary of State and a ri'ar- 
admiral with the title of Ceneral Secretary 
relieved the Minister of matters of dt'tail and 
routine. He was also assisted by twc) (*on- 
sultative bodies, the Superior Council of the 
Nav’y and the (Vaumittee of Designs, f he 
former havnng for its President an eminent flag 
ofliccr of ex])erience and ability. Anotlier 
interesting feature of Italian naval war admin- 
istration was the co-ordination of effort as 
between the fighting fleet and the mercantile* 
marine. Ital^^'s merchant nav'y was made* not 



THE ITAIJAN BATTLESHIP 
“BENEDETTO BRIN." 

Blown up in Brindisi Harbour in September, 1915. 


only virtually but actually a branch of her 
royal^ Navy, directed by an Under-Secretary 
for Transports. When the question of the 
shortage in the world’s carrying tonnage became 
acute owdng to the abnormal conditions created 
by the war the value of this unity of control 
•vas apparent, and Signor Ancona, then Under- 
secretary for Transports, accompanied the 
Italian delegation to the Allied naval con- 


ference which met in London in January, 1917, 
when important decisioiLs were arrived at con- 
cerning not only (he naval operations but — as 
the Pritish Admiralty aimouncod at the time 
“ the use of shipping, the ct»ntrt)l of the tra<ie 
routes, and other cognate problems.” 

M hen the great war broke out at the begin- 
ning of August, 1911, the post of ^linister of 
Marine vv’as occupied by Hear-AtlmireJ Millo, 
who had been appointed in July, 19 IJ, but in 
the Cabinet formeil by Signor Salandra at the 
beginning of Nf)vcmber, 1914, the portfolio 
wius a.e<*ej)ted bv' Admiral \dale This ofliet?r 



REAR-ADMIRAL ENRICO MILLO, 
Italian Minister of Marine, 1913-14. 


flirecti'fl the nav al sick? of Italy's war (»peratious 
for four months after she entered tiie eonflict 
in May, 1915, and then, to the deep regnd of 
all who r('eogni/c*fl his worth, he was e(>mp(*lled 
to relinquish (he position owing to ill-health. 
Admiral \^iale was not only an aeeornplished 
oflieer, but Jiad had the rare experienee of com- 
manding a fleet in war, as he siic'c^eeded to the 
chief commanfl of the Italian Kle<?t f)n April 7, 
1912, while the war with Turkey wiis still in 
progress. Formerly, he had bec»n in charge of 
the Sc^eoiid Stpiadron. He w^as in command of 
the Fleet when it was reviewed in .state by 
King Victor lOmaniiel in Naples Ihiy on Novem- 
ber 11, 1912, to mark the conclusion of the 
w'ar against Turkey. The resignation of 
Admiral Viale was made known in the following 
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official statement published at Rome on 
September 25, 11)15; 

"i'ho Kinif hitH levi'plorl the resi;4nttlion of Admirul 
Viulo, th« Minister of Murine, und hus instrueted Signor 
Suliiiidni, t)io Premier, to tuke over the post pending the 
appointing of a new Minister. 

Admirul ViuJe fun been siifferini; for a month from nn 
indisposition wiiieh lias ulreudy ohIi;j:ed liiin to >40 to 
(fenou to umiergo u -li^iit snr^ieul ojierutioi.. Alt!iouti:h 
the illness wus hy no rneuns of u serious imturt*, the 
Minister’s uhsene(‘ from Home would have had to he 
prolonged for some few we(‘ks, and eonse(pi(‘ntly Admiral 
Viale, inspinsl hy a hi^di sense of the lieavy responsihility 
atta« hin^Mo the rnilitiirv .Ministers at the pn'sent moment, 
plaetsl his resi^mation in the hands of the l‘rime Minister. 

.\diniriil Viale’s resi;.'naf ion was this rnornin;: eoni- 
mnnieated to the. (!ahinet, which instructed Si;j;nor 



. J 

VICE-ADMIRAL COUNT THAON DI 
REVEL, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Italian Navy, 

Salandra to express tt» the retiring .Minister the keen 
rogn't of all his colleagues and tlieir cordial wish for his 
rapid and complete recovery. At tlie personal recpiest 
of Signor Salandra, Signor Ihittaglieri, the Under- 
Secivtary of State for the Navy, will remain at his post. 

In snccossion to Admiral Viale, Vice-Admiral 
Camillo (\)rsi became Minister of IVIarine, and 
it an intere.sting circumstance tliat lie kissed 
hands on his appointment at tlie Headquarters 
of the Supreme Army Command. His selection 
was a most natural one, for he liad served as 
Chief of the Staff to Admiral Viale during the 
war with Turkey. Anxious to share in some 
of the fighting, he was placed in charge of the 
naval detachment which landed and occupied 


the island of Rhodes in May, 1912, until tJie 
arrival of troops. His detachment also occupied 
six other Aegean Islands. Admiral Corsi, a 
Roman, was fifty-five when appointed Minister 
of Marine. Ho attended, as chief of the Italian 
deli'gation, the naval conference at the British 
Admiralty in January, 1917, when he we-s 
accompanied by Rear-Admiral Marzolo, Sub- 
Chief ()f the Naval Stall. It was the practice 
from October, 1915, to February, 1917, for 
the Minister of Marine tt> discharge the duties 
of Chief of the Staff, .although in the actual 
working out of war plans, etc., no doubt a 
large amount of the staff work was delegated 
to his subordinate. At the time mentioned 
this arrangcMiieiit was altered, and th ^ responsi- 
bilities of Cliir*f of tlie Staff were transfern d 
to the offiecT holding the post of Commander- 
in-Chief of t he Fleet. This cliange synchronized 
with the retirement of that popular and well- 
known oHicer, Admiral the Diik(» of the Abnizzi. 
First cousin of tlie King of Italy, the Duke 
was born in Madrid on January 29, 1879. and 
was (‘ducated at the Naval School at Leghorn. 
By liis own merits, industry and daring ho 
carved out for himself a successful career in 
th(i Italian Navy, and during the war with 
Turkey was in command of a division of shi|)s 
operating jirincipally in the Adriatic. He also 
earned fame as an enthusiast- for moimtaiiu'er- 
ing and for Polar ex])loration. In 1900, his 
party reached 86^' 39' north, beating Nansen’s 
jirevioiis reeord, and penetrating nearer to 
the North Pole than liad been done at that 
time, it was in August, 1914, that he was 
ap|)ointed to the chief command of the Italian 
Navy. After exactly two and a half years 
in that arduous post, he requested the King 
to relieve him of liis duties owing to reasons of 
liealtl), and his successor was Vice-Admiral 
Count Tliaon di Revel, The new (.’ommandcr- 
in-Cliicf had been for some time in charge ot 
the naval defence of V'enice, and from 1919 to 
October, 1915, was (’hief of the Naval Staff, or 
until that, ofiice was merged with that of the. 
Minister of Marine, as already mentioned. 
Count di Revel was frequently commended for 
good service during the Libyan War, when he 
commanded tlie Fourth Division, Second Squad- 
ron, which bombarded the Dardanelles and 
simk two Turkish ships in the harbour at 
Beirut. Formerly ho was for four years head 
of the Italian Naval Academy. He was 59 
years of age at the time of his selection as 
Conimander-in -Chief, and in the interval until 
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lie could hoist his fla^, Vice-Admiral (^iitimdli, 
who had had conKiderable experience as a 
<livisional coininander, and was di*corated by 
King (George in May, 19 lO, took charge of the 
fleet. The eoml^ination of Admirals Corsi 



ADMIRAh VIALE, 

Italian Minister of Marine, 1914-15. 


and Marzolo at tlu? Ministry of Marine*, and 
\dmirals di Hev"<*l and (\itin<*lli in the 
was a strong one, and under their leadtu'sliij) 
and guidance the Italian sea.m(»n continued to 
exhibit those admirable cpialities wJiich liad 
made tlu'ir work so valuable in the war. As 
to the spirit in which they came to th<‘ir task. 
Admiral Mazzinghi wrote in the Navy Leatjue 
Annual for 1915-1(5 : “ Two reasons matle it a 
debt of honour for Italy that she should take 
part in the Kuropean conflict : til's!, she coukl 
not accept the humiliation of any com]x*nsation 
whatever as her price of neutrality - . - ; second, 
it was iniperativt^ that she should (»ppos<' 
Teutonic arrogance and chami)ion the rights 
of nations.” 

Following the declaration of war iipf>n 
Austria-Hungary as from inidniglit on Sunday, 
May 23, 1915, the Italian Fleet at once took 
the sea, and proceeded to <»xocutc plans 
which htRi been carefully prepared and prcj- 
bablv developed and improved in view of tho 
experiences of ten months of war. Liglit was 
fthed upon certain phases of tho early work of 
the Italian seamen in communiquiit issued 


from Home by Admiral Thaon di Hovel, 
then Chief of tlic Xaval (.loneral Staff. On 
June 2, 1915, tlio Admiral reported that on 
the ))revious day the Fleet cruised in tho 
vicinity of (lit* Dalmatian Archipelago, but 
tlio enemy made no ajjpearance. Meantime, 
the vofnmnniqnd added, Italian warshi[)s had 
again destroyed thi* iu‘w semaphore and 
wirc'k'ss stations on the island t»f Hissa, which 
Iiad already Iusmi put out of action by tho 
Frt'nc'h naval bombardnu'ut in November, 
1914, but \\ hich the Austrians had rebuilt. 
An important observation station to tho north 
of the island of C^irzola was also destroyed. 
(In June (5, Admiral 4'haon <li Hcxt'l d<\si*ribed 
flirt hc'r o]u‘ra.tions as having tn.Ut'n place in 
the Middle a.n<l Lower Adriatic. On the 
5th, he said the cables uniting the I'ontinent 
to the islands of the Dalmatian Archipelago 
were cut, and all the lighthouses and observa- 



VICB-ADMIRAL CORSI, 

Italian Minister of Marine from September, 1915. 


31C 


THE TIMES HlSTOTiY OF THE WAR. 


ti(>n stations on islands \\«to destroyed. 

Tlie railway between (’attaro and Hamisa 
was brnid)anl(‘d and seriously damaged, "riu^ 
island of Pela^fjsa was similarly lla‘ c)bjeet of 
.attenti(»n. After s4*v<*ral bombardments, it 
was found that, this plncc? was still in ust» as a 
base for submariiu's, and as a signal station, 
a-nd its oec-upaf ion was, ther4*fore, deeicUsl 
upon. On tlie night of .July 2(i, 1015, <h‘s- 
ln>yers and auxihar^v vess(‘ls, c*overed l)y 
lieavier forei's, eajri<‘tl tin? islajid by a brilliant 
Jind (hiring coup. 'This umndt ivattnl isU^t, 
as tlu^ eireumst anees coma'cttsl with the loss 
of t ho XtM’eidt^ lat<'i* on showtsi, was provisiomsl 
by nM*ans <jf submarine's. W'hih' the Xereide, 



ADMIRAl.S CUTINELU (marked with one 
cross) AND MARZOLO (two crosses). 

an Italian submariiu' of 207 tons, was at aiudica' 
oil IVlagosa, unloading sujiplii's for its small 
garrison, an Austrian s\ibmarine app«vired. 
'rh*' Italian eoinmander, immediately the 
enemy's periseope was sighted, gave orders to 
the erew to ent'^r tlie vessel and submerge, V>ut 
befort' she could dive tw’o tiapethn's struck 
her, and she foundered with all liands. The 
island i)f Dagosta w’tvs also the scene of a gallant 


exploit in which the Freneli destroy'ors j 

and Hisson coofx'ratcfl. 

Xaturallys ^enterprises of this character 
direct<Hl tow’ards curbing the enoniy^’s poui- 
and activity, Jiad ru) small element of risk, n, 
view^ of the presence of Austrian sub?narinc^ 
Idle T)ig ships employed, especially those ,.t 



I.OADINC; A TORPEDO ON BOARD AN 
ITALIAN DESTROYER, 

oIdc*r types, were' c'specially ('xposed, an<l it 
was hardly sur[)rising iJiat two of tlieni, the 
cruisi'rs A mall i and (Jiust*ppe (laribaldi, fell 
\ictiius ill .lul\', 101.7, the fornu*r on t la* Ttli 
and the laths* on tlie iSth. The AmaJli 
was attacked at dawn while carrying out a 
rcconnaissa-nce in forc(' in the* I’pper Adriatic, 
and sajik in about (Mght ininuli's with tin* los.^ 
of 7t) li\i‘s. Tin* (hirihaldi was oin* of a, 
di^dsion w hich had a})])i*«)ached (*a,ttai*o, t he 
Austrian na.\’a! base, ami h4>mf)Hrded the 
i*ai!way in the xieinity at t lu' same tinu* tliat 
small ei*afl opts’ateil against (Iravosa.. She 
was torpedo4‘d to the south of Kagusa., l)ut 
nearly al! hei* crew wc'rt' picked uf). ; .Mi 
Italian corres])ond4‘ut , sujiplN'iiig soiiu' JiilluTf** 
un]iul>lisht*d jairt iculars, staled that the old 
cruisiT (slie was lauiiclied in ISOO) had caused 
a good dt*al ()f damage to Austria befon> sic* 
was sunk. She had destroyed observation 
])osts along the coast, had bombarded land 
batteries, and had created such havoc against 
the Hagusa-C'attaro railway that all tratlic 
was suspended for over a month. Thu ( lari- 
bald i had never, iii tbo course of her raids, 
met an Austrian ship, aiul when sunk by the 
Austrian submarine Vi she was returning 
from iuie of her t'xpeditions. Her cn*w, 
under their gallant eommaiider. Captain Franco 
Fortuuato Xuiies, remained at their posts in 
the hope of saving the vessed, wliilst four 
enemy submarines were seen in the vicinity- 
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- U^iig as it was possible, the guiifiers of (he 
< .:ribahli eontimied firing iit tlieir assailants. 
( lie of the submarines, I"4, emerged too near 
. r prey, and was repeatedly liit. For sevtMal 
,..,ys afterw ards, the Austrian w iieless st at inn 
('at taro ht'nt urgent messa^ges in eipher to 
I 4 to report, and from all indications it was 
pietty certain (hat tJie (Jaribaldi laid axengeil 
lu rself before she sank, with tlu‘ ivmaiiuh'r of 
ln-r crew <lrawn u}) on deck shouting F/m 
llialin/' ("onfirmation of the loss of ^4 
was forthcoming when, sometime later, aiu»tla‘r 
Austrian submarine, l\*b was sunk in tlie 


th*' alertness ami initiativi* of the Italian 
S4*s:.men. 'riu" raid so took (he sma.ll garristin 
by surpris4‘ that the <‘r>mmanding ollict'r, a 
Hungarian lieutenant, surren<h*r4‘d togi^ther 
with ,>() m«*n. who wt-n^ brouglit back a.s 
prisoiiiMs. 'riu‘ /efiiro destroyed tlie ra.ilway 
station and liarracks, dainag^'d (he (jua.\'s and 
slapping, anci sa.nk stweraJ motor-boats. Aga,in, 
on .luiU' 12, I hi I), (he Zefliro w ais onlered to 
a.tta.<‘k, a-nd, it possibli*, di>stro\', (lu* aerodrona^ 
a.t Paren/.o. 'TIh* di\stro\'4*r r4*a.ched ht*r o}>joc- 
(iv4'i ill a tog, w hich hampi‘re«| t la^ \ isibilily, 
but w hii*h lia.d m> *'f‘tect on tla^ comi i iajLd<a‘'s 
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bow<‘i- Adriatic and laa* <'r4W\' tak4*n prisoner’s. 
Some of tlioM* men askt‘d wlietlu-r tliey would 
he sent to join their cliums of the I ' t, whic-h 
liad m‘V4T retuf’ue<l hona*. Of the Oa,ribaldi's 

< r(‘w of o lO, al>out oOO w en* sa\’(‘d In' a d«*stroy<*r 
fi^itilla summoned to tlic sct‘iK* by wireless. 

If t lu* larg<‘i* units of the ItaJian Xa,\ \' w«*r4* 
thus actively emj)lo\ed, rlespite all tliat the 
Aust ro-OiU'nian submaiim’s could accomj>lish, 
t’veii luon* so W4*r4* (Im* (k’stroycrs and small 

< i'aft. The first no(<>d i^xploit of t h<* <lcs- 
1 rovers was the raifl jmuh* on the night «>f 
Afay 24, H)lo, by tlie /(thro, a ]>oat of *i2.> 
f<»ns, built '}>y AI**ssrs. Pattison in HKH, into 
lh(» Iiarbour of Forto Jbiso, in the (Julf of 
'IVieste, on the confines of Italy and Austria. 
'J'his stnike, delivered witliin 24 Iiours 
'>f the outbreak of war, showed \'ividly 


<k*cision (ji <*nt4'r t !i<* lairlxiur. On the c(ua.y 
were <iisco\cn‘d threi* Auslr*ia,n soldii'i’s. Tla? 
nearest w a.s ord«*rcd f)\’ llic Italian captain to 
<atc'h (ho r<»[)o thrown and make it sc<Mirc ! 
S<*\'cral sailors from the li^‘stro\'cr landed witJi 
the intention of I'apturing tin* three soldiers, but 
(Im'V were only siicci^ssful in s»icuring on<*, 
the othi'i* two escaping towarwis the city to 
gl\c tlie alarm. P>\’ the time tin* Zethro's 
('ommander onlertvl tie* ho it to l<*a,\4‘, the 
enemy batteries had op<*ned a. hot tire upon 
the destroyer, lait tlie latter, notwithstanding 
a few injuries, directcfl her tire on t he ataodi-ouu* 
and inflietefi severe* driinage upon it. She 
also returned with \'ahiable information. A 
iiiontli later, or as soon as the* dainigc had 
been repaired by tll(^ Austrian.-, the Zefiiro, 
witJi other destroyers, again retiirn<*fl t<j 
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Paronzo and completely destroyed the 
aoro<lrome. 

The fear inspired amon^ ttio Austrians by 
the manner in wliich Italian torpedo craft were 
haniiled may be jmlged by an o<*currence on 
May 3, 19 lb, to the soiitfi of the mouth of the 
River Po. Ten Austrian torpedo boats were 
Hi^hted by four ItaliiMi destroyers, arul in spite 
of their nuMieri<*aI sup<*ri<»rity tlic^ former at 
once headed for [*ola. They were chiised all 
the way by tht> Italians, wdio shelled them con- 
tinuously, and the jiursuit was only aVjandomwI 
wh< n several large enemy warships wore seen 
leaving Pola in sujijjort of the hunted torpedo 
boats. A flight of Austrian seaplanes unsuc- 
cessfully attempted t(.) drop bombs on the 
destroyers on this occasion. C^msidering their 
work, the Italian flotillas were comparatively 
immune from loss. During the two years fol- 
lowing their entry into the war, only four 
boats were oflicially rc'ported sunk, the Turbine, 
Intrejiido, Impetuoso, and Nembo. The 
<Iestruetion of the first-named is referred to 
later ; the Intrepido was blown up by a mine 
in Decemlx^r, 1915; the Impetuoso fell a 
victim to a submai-ine attack in the Straits of 
Otranto on July 10, 1910, nearly all her crew 
being sav<*d ; while tlx' Nembo w'as also sunk 


by submarine in circumstances which don, a. i 
more than a passing reference. On the ui . ♦ 
of October 16, 1910, the Nembo was emplox. i 
in escorting the Italian transport Horinida ♦ , 
Valona when the German submarine f ],i 
with an Austrian crew% sighted them. Dectlni ^ 
to attack so good a target as the tr(sjp>lji|, 
presented, the IJ boat got off a torpc»lo .it 
the Bormida, but in the meantime the dt*';. 
troyer’s commander had sighted the periscope 
anrl hatl placed his boat on the exj)osed side nf 
the steamer. The torpedo struck the Neinho, 
«an<l she began to sink, but her commander 
resolutely ordered her to bo rushed towards 
the submarine in an endeavour to ram. Beforo 
this could bo done the U boat had siibnu'rged 
completely, whereupon the destroyer used 
depth charges, which exploded mider water. 
In a few' minutes the submarine was obliged 
to come to the surface in a damaged con- 
dition, and a little later still both participants 
in this strange duel sank together, while 
the transport, w ith nearly 3,000 souls on board, 
proceeded in safety. Bleven of the submarine’s 
crew' were able to scramble into an empty boat 
belonging to the destroyer and rowed off 
towards the coast, near wdiich they were 
pickcnl up anil made prisoners. Some sur- 
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ON BOARD AN ITALIAN DESTROYER. 


^’ivo^rt of tho gallant crow of tho Nombo wcro 
iilso saved. 

This account of the operations of Italian 
rlestroyors during tho period under review 
caimot better conclude than by a reference to 
tlie audacious raid made on Pola on the night 
of Xovember 2, 1910. Three Imats made tlie 
at tempt, ancl their aim was to enter the waters 
"f the harbour, effect a reconnaissance, and 
tnrpcrie any warship which might lie encoun- 
torod and within range. To ensure their 
di^viloping tlie highest possible speed, every 
particle of unnec^vssary gear had been taken 
out of the three boats entrusted with this 
niission. Tho enemy coast ]>egan 
to he visible about midnight, and the trio* 
l)ciii^ in mined waters, reduced their speed, 
hell ire them were the obstructions of the 
^ u,«*M.iia Channel. A solitary sailor was left in 
^iiiiill boat at a prearranged point to act as 
tuiHid. Negotiating the fixed obstacles in tin? 

in safety, tho destroyers readied the 
rs of Pola harbour itself, arnl, wliile one 
pru-Mt-dod further, the two others remained 
ad to act as escort or as might be required, 
two hours the former boat carried out a 
ito reconnaissance among the islands, the 
uiol, and other places which compose an<l 
prd harbour of Pola. The outline was 

perceived -of a large enemy warship, and 


two torpedoes were discharged, but unfor- 
tunately the character of the nets protecting 
this vessel was such that tlie torpedoes re- 
mained cauglit in them, and, her ])resenco 
being thus revealed, the Italian boat had to 
rejoin her eonsorts and return, whieh slie did 
suceessfully. In si^ito of hinwy fire from the 
batteries, assistorl hy the searehlights, the 
sailor on guard was picked up aiel no damage 
was caused to the raiders, ddicur mission, 
although robbed of tiuit eomplete success 
which was hoped from it, serxiMl u.seful 
purjiose, and certainly illustrated t h<; indomi- 
table courage and [irofessinnal skill of tlu* 
othcers and crews.. 

Turning nmv to the work of the Italian suh- 
marine service, th(i salient point to remember is 
that, like its counterparts in the oth<*r Allied 
Navies, it had few opportuniticLs for attack, 
owing t») the strategical policy adojitiMl by tin? 
enemy. ’'Phe first reportinl incidc^nt in whii-h a 
submeirine was concerned was tin? loss of the 
Medusa, a boat of 205 tons submerged displace- 
ment, built at Spo'/da in Pill. This bciat was 
sunk on June 17, 1915, with the loss of all her 
crew except fiv’^e, who wen? made [irisoriers. 
Tho curious thing was that an Austrian sub- 
marine was the means of the destruction of tin? 
Medusa, and this was hclioved to be the first 
time that two underwater craft had eiigagerl in 
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ii. (lur l. Accordin'^ jo uccotiiijs ot‘ tin* (‘ir<Miin- 

stiMUM's, I)()|1 j cj’jilt \v<‘r<‘ <M)in|>ji.nil iv»‘ly lU’iir lo 
oiwli otiu r l)( lo\v \\;il(*r witlioiij. «Mthrr 
iiwnri? of the oIIkt's prcsiMUM*. 'Tin* .AIcmIiisii, 
Jiow lo lln‘ surfaro, was si^htad 
(lirou«j;li tin* p(‘risco|)(* of tin* Austrian boat, and 
was (orpcdocMl and sunk Sti’aii^dy <‘ii<»u^lu 
I hr Mrdnsa was soon a,\rn^rd. a/al in likr 
inannrr to t ha.j in \\lu<*h shr wa.s drstroyrd. 
On Auj/ust II, l9lo, tlM‘ (’hi«'f of tlu‘ Italia-n 
Na.\'a.l (kwK'ral Sta-ff announ<'<*d tha.t in t]](' 
I’pprr vXdria.tir tlir Austrian sulunarinr L’ 12 
laid hrrii (oi‘p(‘do('d hy an Italian suhina-rinr 


a.nd siaik with a, II on l)oa,rd. Tiurr di\-, !,ii,i 
t ln^ loss w.i,s otlicially aihnilt(‘d from \’i- him,, 
wlir,n it was n‘[)ortt’*d l)y thr lairmy wiii 't - 
tlia.1 hrr r«'Uima,ndrr was (.‘aj)tain /m li. who 
was lh(‘ /•oimiia.ndrr of 1.' 12 wlim shr niadi- .ui 
attack on a k'nairh hatth‘ship in Drri inhrr, 
l!M I. 

Anot hrr sur<*(\ssful atta.rk hy an Itali.iu oili- 
luarinr was that madr upon thr Austi'ian mm 
hoat Mariirt, a. 2t)dcnot era, ft of oOj tonv, huilt 
at I'^Ihinjj: hy M(‘ssrs. Srhirhau in IS!M). I'ln', 
vrss(‘l was torpr<lord on August 2. ifi iln* 

rpp(‘r Adriati<*. d’hr Austrians, JmwtMi, 
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uul that she was ahlo to roach harlxair in 
, inia>^o(l ooiidiliou. Two iiion won^ killed 
>oard her and four wounded, according to 
p X'ii'una rc'|)ort, while seven inon^ men wt‘re 
j. .id to he missinij after tlu‘ attack. 

ill t^oinmon witli the siil)ma.riiu‘ Hot ilia.'; in 
naA'ies, (lie Italian Ixiats sidYenMl a few 
],, The (lest ruction of the Mt‘dusa., })v an 

\ i-triau siihmariiie, and of tin* .\rreid(‘, off 
I’. i.i.>:<)sa, ha-; alreadx' Ix'cn iiuait ioued. A third 
|>. .,il wliicdi was lost was tlx' .falcii, which struck 
,1 laine while na\'ipitiim sii])merjied a.nd sank. 
1 licH' was only (uie sur\'ivor of her crew, a sea- 


ddie (dironiele of aehie\a*menl s of the Italian 
na.val aireraitt is imieh moiM» full aind eomj)Iid<.' 
a naitund thinu: in \'iew of the dilferenee in the 
eomlitions ot theii* einplox'iiu'iit . ( 'ress-raiid- 

inu air \\ ais ji. mju'ked feature «if the openi- 
ti<uis in the Aalrijitia- trom the \ er\’ hcLrinniin^ of 
the war. On Ma\ 1*7, HMa. the Itidiaui navail 
airship M 2 (h‘w o\ er tin' Austriam hats*' of 
St'hi'iiieji amd drojapt'd hoinhs on s(nue jh'- 
st royers at tlie mouth <>f the ri\'t'r K(*rkii, 
r*‘turiinn: sah“)\-. TIa‘er ahiys latiw aiti Itailiam 
airship w ais opersttiutr oxer the doekxard at. 
I’ohi. droppiim homhs (»n the lailw a \ , the ptdiM)! 



ITAI IAN SIJHMAHINH-CHASHHS. 


f' .ui na.iueil Art hur N’iet ri, w lio swaim lor o\ er 
u liours iind w «i.s picked up nea.r ( J ran lo. 

Oil Au/j:ust *k nUti, tin' loss of t h(‘ Italian 
>'il Muariiie (lia.einto Pulliiio aind a second suh- 
>'NU‘in(^ xxas ollieially anmaiii<*e(l from Ihnne. 
1*1“ Jhillino was rdamavl hy the Austrians to 
h'\e lx‘en captured, with thre(; of(i{‘ers arid 
» L'liteen men, in the Xortliern .\driatie aixl 
I 'eiuzht to l^ola almost um hunaj^cd. J>otli tlx- 
^ »ats had left tlndr hasi* on an important 
' fusion to t he emany's coast . 1 1 w as made rdear 

' thes<‘ lossf's tliat t h(‘ ftaJian suhma.rijM*s were 
' (ployed largely for scout iinr ])urposi-;. in 
hich they must hax e l-et n tound most usetiil. 
t the time when war hi'can tor Italy she liad 
I service ahfiut twenty siihmarines. all with one 
'a*e[)tion c*onstructi*d in her excellent ship- 
ards. 


depots, an«l ot hei* ohjeets, ineliidine, it w a.s 
reiiorte<h the /vustrian hattle-.hip, favdieivne 
r’laii/, l''’ei’dirnui< I. \\ iiieh was dama.LMnl. ()n 
.luiie S the Italians suffered theii* tii-st airship 
easualtv in tin* w a.r when the ('itta. di lu*rrara, 
after au atta.ek on f'iume, w a.s de: 1 1 ( »\ ed h\' the 
Ausliian iiaxal seaplane, L IS, piloted hy 
Lieutenant ( da-iiiy, with Xaxal ( laht xon 
Kritsch a.s o}>-^er^er. d he \e>>^i*l was l>i*ou^ht> 
dow n sout h \x c-t of lais^in, and her en w of two 
ofti<*ers and tixe na-n ea|)tured. .\ week later 
armther Italian air-hip passerl «»\er t h«* enemy s 
entren<ln‘d camps and dropped homhs <ai a,n 
importa.nt railways junction at |)i\a“a, a tew 
mih-s east of Trxste. 'The next reported 
ohjectivt* of tht‘ Italian airsln'iis was tlx^ j/rcat 
sliipyard and arsena! of the St a.hilimen1 o 
■J'eenieo at d'rieste. Here, it w a,s annouiX'cd hy 
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FIUMK: RIVA DEL LIDO. 


AdmirnJ 'rjmon di Kovol, nn Ifnliaii airshi[) 
droppi'd hoinbs on »luly 4, 1015, and rotiirno<l 
aa.frly iiflor inflict ifm serious daiiui^c. A furl her 
rai<l on these works wa.s inade on July 7, wlien a 
lire visible for 25 miles \vas <‘aused by the 
bombs. On August 5 misfortune overtook tlie 
na.val airship, (’itta di Jesi, of tlio Italian air 
tleet, this vessel beiiiij: bnui^ht down by shrapnel 
lire after iiaiking a. raid on l*ola.. She fell into 
the sea., iind her crew were captured by the 
Alls! rians. 

As with airships, so -with sea| Janes ^rt*at 
list* was mad(‘ of the' machines ]H)sst*ssed by the 
Italians. Oiu' of the earlit'st raids was on a 
number of Austrian d('stroyers in the Kasana« 
Oanal or ehannel, the stretch of water already 
rt»feiT<'(.l to, \\ hicli s(‘paniti*s Ilrioni Island from 
the mainland in the vicinity of- I’ola. Al- 
tluai^h it was: not known whether any of the 
eiuany biiats were clestroytHl, several imist 
have been damaged. From this time onward 
raids were constantly and frcnpiently imule by 
the Italian naval air scpiadrons upon signal 
stations and similar t)bjects of military ini' 
portance. A f(‘w of the more notabk' inci- 
dents which marked this aerial warfare may 
be giviMi. In the Italian otlicial voinmiiniquS on 
April 12, lOlti, it was announced that in the 
Lower Adriatic two Italian seaplanes, liaving 
bombed a point bn the enemy’s coast and put 


to flight tlie m(‘n guarding it, aliglilt'd on iIjc 
sea and gained tiie sJioie. 'Hie four oflli(M*rs in 
the seaplanes, havdng landed, set liie to a hous<‘ 
which was Ixdng used for signal purpose's, 
bit •w up a small munition stortv ignited st'vcra! 
coal stacks, and destroyt'd the landing staire. 
After this cfft'ctive work they waded out to t]i»'ir 
st*aplancs, and fle'w back in safety to tht*ir base. 

In spite t)f the ])rovocation which, in common 
with thi‘ other Allies, thi‘ Italians rt'Ccivtxl by 
the btanbing of o[)i‘n and imdcfend(*d to\Mi.< 
their machines ml ways kt‘[)t .strictly to military 
puriioses in the raids they carritxl out. (hi 
August fl, nU(», an Italian ofiicial c(>?nmun iqi t 
pointed out that enemy aircraft liad on July 27 
rakled Italian open towns on the Low(‘i* 
Adriatic without any military object. J'hc 
authorities at Home' • ref ustxl to reply in kin<b 
but they orderc'd one of their strong Cai>roK. 
scpiadrons to attack the Whitehead torpc‘d<» 
and submarine works at Fiume. This raid 
took jJace on August 8, wiien, in spite of tla 
heavy tire of the Austrian anti-aircraft artilk iN 
and the attacks of enemy aeroplanes, th* 
Italian airmen were successful in dropping 
four tons of high explosives on the fainou- 
works, causing much damage and some tirc^- 
During tlie air fighting an enemy aeroplaia 
was brought down above Muggia. One of tla 
Caproni - machines t was % observed landing nca i 
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\ (>losca, but all the others returned safely, 
i'.illowing up this suceess, a squadron of 
f\v€'nty-two Caproni battle-planes, escorted by 
Nieuport chasers, carried out in unfavourable 
itiiiospheric conditions a raid on Lloyd's 
.srsenal and the seaplane sheds near Trieste. 
About five tons of high-ex]dosive bombs were 
discharged at the railway establishnu'uts and 
th(‘ ships under construction, large fin's bc'ing 
observed. On September 28, again, five* 
I alian aeroplanes made an attack upt n 
Durazzo, dropping half a ton ol bombs. Idu' 
Austrian account of this afTair revealed the 
presence of a destroyer suj)port to the attack- 
ing aircraft. Tt stated that two Austrian 
seaplanes which ascended to meet the raiders 
forced one of them down to the water, wlu*re 
it was rescued by an 1 talian dc'st royer. Another 
raid on Lola was madi* l)y scvithI Italian 
s(‘a})lanes on December 22, 191 (», while* on 

January 11, 1917, twe) niacliines bomlK'd tlu* 
aviation ground at Pros(*eco, cm the* railway 
five mile's ne)rth e>f d^rie'sle', as we*!! as the* se a- 
plane base in the liarbour of Trie ste. On tlie 
night f(.)lle)wing there* was again a spirite*d raiel 
on Peda, in which l're*nch machine's opc'rate'd. 
One Italiein se*a])lane' be.*at e»ff thre.'e e'liemy 


machines. Bombs were thrown by the de- 
fending Austrian »u're)plane's upe>n tlu^ Allie*d 
teirpedo craft acting as a suppe>rt in tlu* road- 
ste'ad, but all the aerial and naval units re- 
lumed safely. 

Se> far the fighting re'viewe*el has been that 
carried emt by the re'gular type's e>f warships 
and war e*raft. ^lany stirring e'pisenle's, he)w- 
e've'r, were eoniu'cteel with the* ope'ra1ie>ns e>f the 
sf>ecial vi*sse*ls anel appliane*e's in the* provisiem 
e»f which the* well-kne)wn inge'iuiity and iv- 
se>ure'e' e)f the* Italians liael be*e*n e'xe're*ise'd. A 
we)rd must be* give*n lie*re* to the* c'xploits e>f the 
naval armoure'd trains, '^rhe* Aelriatic she>re* e)f 
Italy, bi'ing c'nfire'ly unele'feneh'd sei far as e*e)ast 
fe>rtifieat ions we're* e*once*rne'd, anel having a 
le'ngth e>f no le'ss than r)()() nautie'al mile's, at the 
c'xtremities e>f which we're* situate'd the* naval 
harbe)iirs e)f Ve'nie'c anel Brinelisi, wjis pt'culiarly 
e'xpe>se*d te> “ e*ut -anel -run " raids by the 
Aeistriiins. I'nele't e*rre‘d by the* fae*t that the* 
shc*lling e)f e)pe‘n e*e>ast towns was contrary lo 
inte'rinitiemal law, the* Austrians constantly 
made* eh'se'i'uts upem the* Italian se*aJ)oarel. On 
the* first day e>f t he'ir w Jir with Italy the*y se*nt 
e)ut a large* fe>rc(', including at le'ast twee bat t Un- 
ships, the* l<ade*tzky anel /i*in\ i. to Jittae*k 
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various points along tlio coast from V^mico to 
Jiarlctta. Among other (lef<*nsiv(‘ measure’s, 
Italian naval authorities eiecuh’d to utilize 
tJi(^ railway running along the (’oast, and a 
number of armoured t rains, manneul by saik»rs. 


wore brought into use. They were distributed 
at various points of the long coastline, ready to 
concentrate at any given spot at which an 
enemy force might bo sighted. The trairrs 
were provided not only with heavy guns but 
also with anti-aircraft batteries. The value of 
them was demonstrated very soon. On No- 
vember 5, 1916, according to an official report 
from Rome issued on the following day, thro** 
enemy destroyers appeared at dawn off Sant 
Elpidio-al-Mare, to the south of Ancona, aiul 
opened fire. One of the armoured trains was 
immediately ordered to the scene, and its guns 
came into action with sucli effect tliat the enemy 
units were obliged to retire. Two of the d**- 
stroyers were reported to have been hit, and 
one of them was seen to have a list, and to he* 
assisted by the others, as she steamed away. 
Moreover, not one of the Austrian shells was 
as i‘ffective as it might have bet*n otherwise. 
A railway employee was slightly injured, and 
a little damage caused to private properly, but 
for the* rc^st the raid servcnl no purpose*, tluuiks 
to the promptitude of the sailors in charge* of 
the armoured train. It was subsc*(piently 
reported that these mobile forts had been so 
<‘tfective that raids upon the coast had juwti- 
c*ally ceased altog(*ther. Each train wr- 
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ITALIAN ARMOURED TRAIN. 


nuiniif'd by aboiit 70 riiival oOicrrs tiTul 
ratings. The organization was on tlu' linos of 
a warship, and the sanio discipline^ was ob- 
scu’V'eci as in an ordina/y naval unit. 

On entering the war the Italian Navy 
naturally unde'rwent a proeess of expansion 
similar to tliat which took place in the Allit'd 
navies, and numbers of vesseds from the 
Merchant Service were* taken up for special 
duties. The^ services of a large proportion of 
these mercantile auxiliaries were' of sucli a 
e haracter that little or no contemporary infor- 
mation was published in regard to thcuii. 
Now and again, however, they figured in 
oflieial reports. On December 5, 1915, the 
Austrian light cruiser Novara and some de- 
stroyers made a raid upon San Giovanni di 
Medua, the point on the Albanian coast which 
was used as a base by the Allies. The Austrians 
<-laimcd to have sunk three large and two small 
steamers, together with five large and sevc*ral 
J^mall sailing vessels Which were discharging 
wflir material, and to have blown up one 
steamer. Unfortunately for these extravagant 
claims, the Dritish Admiralty on December 8 
was able to publish information from Rome 
showing that in this descent upon the shipping 
off San Giovanni two small steamers only were 
sunk, one being of 390 tons displacement, and 
a few sailing craft. In regard to the Austrian 


claim to have d(‘stroyed ‘‘ a large motor sailing 
vc'ssid ” en route from Ilriudisi to Duraz/o, 
this sliij), said thi* Admiralty, was actiailly the 
Gallinara, of 30 tons. At other tim(‘s. there 
W(‘r<^ refenmei's to ])atrol boa.ts and similar 
auxiliary vc'ssids. 

Allot Jic'r speeial bramdi of tJif* Italian Navy 
wliiel) rendered valuable sc*rvie(‘ was that eon- 
iHU’iied with submarine mining. Here, again, 
very litlU» information was allowed to btj 
publislied by the autlioritit's at Ilona*. In tliis 
eonnexion, tlie fate of tin? Austrian sub- 
marine IT(.' 12 was of special interest. On 
duly 25, 1915, or about two nioiiths a.ftf*r tlie 
Italian cU‘elaration of war upon Austria, it was 
discoveretl by mim‘swc*ep<*rs that a row of 12 
mines had l)e»*n laid by the Austrians off on<^ 
of the Italian bases. 'Twenty days lat(*r 
another string of mines, and in the saint* loeality, 
was disco v(*r(*d, affording clear proof that a 
submarine miiu*layer was at wtirk. Spt^cial 
]irecautions w't*re taken tt) eatcli and punish 
this mysteritms aggressor, and over six months 
later tliese t*ffortft were rewardt'd. On Marcli 10, 
1910, a great <*xploHion was heart! in tho 
locality, and a large volume of water w’as seen 
to rise from the sea. The commander of the 
naval base ordered divers to ascertain the 
precise fate of the submarine, and their reports 
being satisfactory, it was <lf*cidt*d to raise tho 
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wreck of the boat. A few days’ hard work, 
r^nd the submarine lay on one of the quays, 
revealing her identity as UC 12. She was built 
in the Weser. shipbuilding yards at Bremen by 
Siemens Sehuckort. One portion of the hull was 
a mass of twisted metal, but the explosion had 
caused less havoc in another portion, and here 
some material of great interest wiis recovered. 
Everything appeared to bo (lermau — boat, 
arinament, equipment, and cre\v. The charts 
and other iJiiblications boro the seal “ Kaiser- 
liche Marine ” ; the (lerman Imperial crown was 
engraved on the table ])late an board ; the 
clothes worn by the sailors liad tlie mark 
“ B.A.K..” signifying “ Bekleidung Abteilung - 


ment, and on the 22nd took on board the mim's 
destined for the Adriatic. The next month 
was occupied in reaching the desired sphere of 
operations. The suhmmune was sent by rail, 
in tlireo sections, from Kiel to lN>Ia, and 
arrived at the latter place on June 24, 1015. 
Having btvn pul togetiu'r again, it was success- 
ful in laying mines ht'fore a c(»rtaiii Itniian base 
on July 25 and August 15. 1015. Apparently 
(’attaro became its heiulquarters, but it left 
that port in December lor (\vrenaica (Port 
Badia, near 'rohuin), having Iriuisported a load 
of riflc's and ammunition for tin' Arab rebc'ls. 
In February, 1010, the IT’ 12 was off Duraz/.o 
during those tcu'rible days t)f the evacuation 



BRINDISI. 


Kiel ” ; the postal correspoiid(*iu*(' came from 
Kiel ; the private deposits of sonni of the crew 
were with the Savings Bank at Kiel ; and the 
list of officers and sailors contained only purely 
Clermari names. Nothing but the flag was 
Austrian on board, and this had been exchanged 
on June 28, 1915, at Pola — a few days before 
the discovery of the first mines. It must be 
remembered that at the time in question Italy 
was not at war with Germany. It was also an 
interesting fact that French, English, and 
Greek ensigns w^ere found in the submarine, 
their use being obvious. 

Perhaps most important of all the relies was 
the log-book of thelJC 12. This showed that the 
boat entered service at the beginning of May, 
1915, when it wa« put through trials on the 
Weser, and then towed by night through the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. It entered Kiel on 
May 17 to complete with stores and equip- 


of the Serbian Army, and mines were laitl on 
the trans[)ort- rf)utes on tli(' loth and 2Jril 
t>f (hat month, although fortunately the 
Italian minc*swc*ej:)ers diseoverrd I hem in time. 
Kt'turning to (’attnro for a new <*argo of iniiK's, 
the boat set forth ugain to lay them, but was 
ovc'rtaken by tlu3 fate' alri'ady described. Tho 
commander of tlu^ boat was Ober-Jjt'iitnant 
Frohner, and tln^ se(*ond-ifi -command Iiig. 
Ober-As|>irant Hempel. In typ<' she was 
apparently similar to the UC 5, which was 
captured in tlio North Sea and exhibited in 
the Thamc'S in iha summer of 1915. 

Something has now been said of tho work of 
all clasvies of fighting craft in the Italian Navy, 
arnl it will be gathered that during .the time 
covered by this survey — that is to say, during 
tho two years following Italy’s declaration ot 
war — the operations were rather spasmodic in 
cliaroctor. Raids and counter -raids, boin- 
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bardni<*nts of roast jjositioris, uri<l tho likc^ 
thr rnlo, as distinc t from firot actions. On tli*’ 
nirn cjc’casioiis onwliich tin* Austrian ]>attN^s}iips 
or <*niiscrs put to sea it was tor another jnirposc 
than that of contc^stiiiu a pitcln*d hattlo with 
thc^ Allicfl forces, arnl t ht» ta.(*ti(is pursmul \ver<> 
always those of aAoidiie^ action unless the odds 
\\’<!r(' ch*arly in fa\our of Austria, '^rhus tla^ 
first warlike act of Ausf ria ai'ainst Ft aly was the 
liomliardnienf of sext-ial j)oints of undefc*nded 
coastline on the niorniii^ of May 24, 1915, a 
t ypic'al runa\Nay rn.id similar to that carri(‘d out 
hy the (Jerman scpiadron against S<*arVK)rou^h 
in 1 Ih'' prewious Decemher. 4410 following was 
the Italian nflicial a,ccoiint of this ceperation 
issued tin* sanic* (‘veiling : — 

It wfis forcMMMi flkiit US soini US wjir wus dok-luml 
oCfi'ieive uctiiuis, t<t proilmM* iiiorul ffh'ct ruthcr tliun to 
u'-lii<‘V«‘ uuy inilitjir\’ purpos**, wouUl Jj(‘ im<lt‘rtuk<‘!i 
II .’Hill'll nur Ailriulif <*<just. l*ro\isi<m wus ufs-onliiiixly 
mr.'lo to iikmS un«l to iiiuke (hoin of ^'^•^y sluirL 

(lunitinii. Fmiii I to <i o'clock t his moriiiiijL^ sniull iiu\ui 
milts of till) enemy, und in ]iurticnlur destroyers unci 
t orpcslo-houts, did in fuet fire upon enr Adriulio shoros. 
Aerophnic's even ut t<*iiipt<*d uii uttuck upon the* ur-<‘nul 
ut N’eniee. 'I')u' (‘ticsny ships, utter u \ <*rv short, homhurd- 
iiieiit, w’cn* forcMsl l»y our t orpc'dodiout.s to clear off. 

'I’he enemy’s ucuoplunes wcut^ homhurdc'd hy our urdi- 
uin-ruft. ^uns, and wen' ulso ut tucked hy an Italian 
u'*ropluni‘ and a diri;j:d>le llyiia; over t ho Adriatic. 'I'hc* 
place's at tackl'd are INirto ('orsini, near ftavs'nna, whicdi 
immc'diatc'ly n'plii'd, atnl fon'cd the' c'nc'my to instant 
I’c'treat ; Ancona, w'hern the attack was part ic'iihi-riy 
directed to interrujit the railway line, and <*aus<«d slij^ht 
dama;j:(\ easy to rc'pair ; llarlc'tta, when* tho attack was 
ma le hy a scout and hy a dest royc'r wdiicli one* of our 
ships, c'seortc'd hy t orpedodioat s, put to ihj^ht ; and at 
.h."^i (near Ancona), wlu'ro the cnemy’.s aeroplane'-, 
launched homhs on a ha'urar, thou;'h without hitting 
t heir ohjeet . \o ot hc'C report s conc’erning t he opc'rat ions 
of this unit have anv' foundation. 

At. tin 'ee o'eloek this nmrning onc' of our do-,t I’ovc'rs 
iMiti'i'c'd Porto Ihiso - till' lit t Ic' island close to the Austro- 
Italian Iroiitier — «lc'stroying the' cpiay and the' landing 
.stai;!' for the harrac*ks. 'I’he dc'st royer .sank all I hi' motor 
hoats in the harhoiir, and sufferc'd no losses among her 
cri'vv or damage' to herself. 'Tlu^ oneinv' lost two mi*n 
killc'd and 17 taken ]»risoners, uf whom one was an otVic'cr 
and I a non-commissionc’d otlicc'rs. I’lu'v were convi'vi'd 
to \’^enics*. 

further information as to the' a-'iial raid on Vc'iiiec' 
shows that, thi'ic' wt'ie two ac’roplani's. which threw 
ele\ c*n homhs without, doing sc'rious damage. I’he 
dc'fc'ncc' was prompt and c'lVieaeious, and i mmc'dicvtc'ly put 
the' hostile' ivviators to flight. I'ho .slight, damage (.loni' 
to the' railway hy hostile aerophines and ships c'arly this 
morning has alrc'udy hc'i'n n'paired. I'he c'lii'my’s tire 
saidv a t ierman .ship in the port of Ancona (tho Lemnos). 

4’ho Aiistrijin uuthurifics i.ssucil ti. v<M*y lung 
uHit'kil report of tho opcratioii.s of their fleet 
on tho 24th. It contnined the iiMines of ino.st 
if not nil (d* the' Au.strinn \'es.vcl.s I'ngnged, and 
was ob\'iously (*alei dated to oxaggc'rato tlu' 
intportam*e of such raiding. Tho only naval 
success which could bo claimed by t he Austrians, 
however, wtvs the sinking of tho small Italian 


destroyer Turbine, which was recorded as 
follows : — 

I'lie ernisc'r Helgoland and three destroyers homhar.hMl 
Viesf i and Manfreclonia. They encoiiiiterod two Italian 
dcistroycrs near Uarhdtii, a,gainst which tiro was at once 
opened. 'I’hc' Ftalia!! destroyc'rs fletL pursued liy tho 
Austrians. One dostroyi'r c'seaped, hut the sc'cond wa> 
forced towards Pelagosa hy twc» of our destroycr'c, tin- 
('sepel ancl I'alra, was roiidc'rcul iinnavigahh' by -tlic'lL, 
which hit hcir hoilc'r, liiid finally burning and in a .sinking 
condition she surrendered. 'I’lie t’sepel, Tatra, and Lika 
re.si'ued men, among them the commander of th.e 
v'es.sel, wdio wore made pri.soners. 

This ticcounfc was inaf*t*iirat o in a most im- 
port ant partitudar. The Italian con imnnder 
never surrendered, and lii.s ve.ssc'I stink undi'i* 
liim with her fhig proudly flying. The Chief <d 
tlio Naval (h^neral Staff issued the following 
sttiti'iiK'iit from Koine on ^Itiy 28, 1915 : - 

We have only to ri'gret tlu; loss of a small old destroyer, 
built in 1001, of .TIO tons, the Tnrliine. On tlie morning 
f»f Alay 21 this ve.ssel was engaged in .Sf«)nfing duties 
when she sighted an enemy ilest royer. She onee gave 
chase, thus ht'(!oming .scpar.ated from tho main hoily of 
tho nav’ul detuchnionl of which ."ho formed jiart. Tim 
pursuit had lasted for about half an hour when four other 
<‘Fiemy unit.s came np, three destroyers and tlu' light 
cruiser Helgohni<]. Tjie 'furhim' thereupon fell hack on 
her detachim'ut , hut having hei'u hit twice in hc'r hoiler.-i 
she lost her spoeil. Nevertheless she continued to fight, 
for about an hour in spite of fin' which broke out on hoanl. 
'fhen hi'r ammunition being (*xhansled, licr commander 
orden'd her .sea-cocks to ho opened in order to sink the 
vesst'l and prov'cnt hc'r eaj)turo hy the enemy. 

'riu* Turbine began to sink, hut in sjiite of the fact 
that she liad ceased fin*, ami that tho c row* was drawn up 
in tho stern in such a serious plight, the enemy conlinueil 
to s)»ell her from a short dislanco. d'ho cornrnamlcr, who 
hatl boon woundc'd at tho beginning of the action, when 
lie saw* that the vessel w*as about to sink, onh'i'ed th<' 
sailors to jump into tho sea. 'Pho Aii.slrian dosfroyi'rs 
laiinehed hoals to help the swimmers, but at this inonient , 
cat clung sight on tho horizon of the naval tletachnicnt to 
w liicli tlio Turbine had hi'longc'd, tho enemy ra{)idly 
r«*caHoil lii.s boats and rnado with all speed for his owui 
coast. t)ur vessels, leaving lifeboats hehiiid, pur"u»'tl 
llu' enemy, opening fire. A destroyer of tho 'Piltra typ'J 
a*id tho TFelgolaml were liil sov*eral times aiul were seri- 
ously ilainaged. Nine men of tho Tnrhino w'cro res<'wed. 

The splendul defunec put up by Commander 
Hianclii was tind must remain a source uf tidmi' 
rtition to all seamen. With liis vessel a helple.ss 
wroek, and tho gun erows dearl or woundiMl all 
around liini, lio himself suffering from an injury 
sustained early in tho fight, lie liad only one 
thought, that of selling his life ami that of his 
t lest royer a.s dearly as possible. Ih* at first 
gave ordi'rs to blow iij) flio Turbine when 
further resistaneo wtis ho]K*Ie.ss. ddiere were, 
Jiowever, no explosives remaining to earry out 
the eommand. At length, with tlu* iieare.^t 
Austrian destroyer only about a hundred yards 
otT, he gave the order to ” Open tlie king* 
stuns,” and the Turbine gradually sank with lu*r 
flag fl\'ing. As soon as she had realizi*d the 
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odds against lier tlie 'rurhiiio had called for typf, with one auxiliary cruis(*!\ vv(*n» s(jou on 

assistance, and according to tJic Austrian the scene. f)nly flight- saved the t‘nciny from 

reports two Ijattleships of tlic Vittorio Krnanueh» iinjre decisive j)unishinent. This was the only 
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ITALIANS SALVING AN AUSTRIAN SEAFLANE OFF ANCONA, FEBRUARY 2, 1916. 


occasion tic* two yoans after Italy's 

entry into tlio war that the Austrians sent out 
so many of tlieir warshi[)s at the same time. 
Kvul(<ntly the n^turns were ccaisidered to he 
not worth HO mu(?h risk.^ At Ancona, for 
iiistanee, no few«a* than ^2 Austrian vessels 
wt^re present during the raid on .May 2 t, 1915, 
but tlie ilama^e was small in pro[)ortion. 
Aiuon^ the private pro[)erty ilestroyed was the 
enemy steamer Lemie)s, already mentioned ; 
while the famous old cath(*dral of iSan f'isiaro 
was also damaged. Descents on the Italian 
coast contiiUKul for about' three months after 
this. On June 8, 1915, small (-raft attacked 
Punt a Tagliamento, Kimini, Pesaro, and Fano. 
On July 19 IMonopoli came in for attention. 
Four days later the pltwes shelled comprised 
San Vito, d'ermoli, Ortona, Francavilla, San 
Benedetto del Tr.onto, (trot am mure, Cu[)ra 
Marittima, and IVgaso ; wliilo on fluly 27 there 
were bihnbardments at Senigallia, Fano, and 
Pesaro. Similarly, during the month of August, 
Molfetta, Santo Sj)irito, Bari, and Noicattaro 
were the object of bteubardments. After that 
month, Jiowever, no further nvids of this kind 
were imvle by the Austrians, jvs tlie Italian 
counter- me*vsu res and precautions miule such 
operations too hazardous. 

It was about this time, on August 21, 1915, 
that Italy dec*lareil war on Turkey. The 
Note prest^nted by the Marquis CJarroiii, the 
Italian Ambivssmlor at Constantinople, to the 
Ottou\au Government stated as the reason for 


the Italian action tlie sup})ort by Turkey of the, 
revolt in Li))ya and tlie situation wliich had 
obtained in Ottoman territory for two montli.s 
inimical to Italian subjects. This had par- 
ticular refi*ren(‘o to the prev^ention by the 
Turkish authorities of Italians leaving Syria. 
Turkey's naval forces, ev'on including the 
German cruisers Goeben and Breslau, were 
comparatively negligible, and were already 
neutralized by the presence off the Dardanelles 
of a strong Franco- British Fleet, not to mention 
the Bussian forces in the Black Sea. 'J'he 
new ileclaration of war, therefore, did not 
affect the naval situation. 

By a tlecree, the tt^xt of which \vas pviblished 
in the London Gazette on July 25, 1915, the 
whole of the Adriatic Sea was declared closet! 
to merchant vessels of all nations, except those 
bound to Montenegrin or Italian ports possess- 
ing a permit of the Italian ^Ministry of War. 
The Adriatic thus bec.une, like the North Sea, 
a controlled “ military area.” Tw^o months 
earlier, or on her entry into the w^ar, Italy had 
declared a blockaila of the Albanian coast. 
It was announced that the Italian Government, 
considering that some ports on this coast were 
used by Austria for the clandestine revictualling 
of their small units, declared as from May 29, 
1915, a blockiule (1) of the Austro-Hungarian 
coast from the Italian frontier on the south, 
including all islands, ports, gulfs, roadstea<ls 
and bays, and (2) of the Albanian shore from 
the ^lontenegrin frontier on the north to Cape 
Kiephali, inclusive, to the .south. Steps wrere 
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» bo taken in conformity with the rules of 
.^e^national Jaw against vessels seeking to 
, .,>ss the lino betwcon Cape Otranto anti Cape 

Iviephali. 

TJie next phase of the work of the Ttaliiui 
\iivy, and a most important one, is siiinmtHl up 
in tht^ one word “transport.” Ojierations of 
t lie greatest magnitude were urnlertaktMi sueeess- 
{iilly between the Italian mainland and the 
coiust of Albania, ddioso optTations ailordetl 
tlireet and invaluable aid to tlie two small Imt 
gidlant l^owers, Monttniegro and Serbia, aiid 
^\l‘re of great service to the Allied eause in 
gen<‘ral. Tlit^y were divitled into three parts, 
t'iirried out in as many peritxls. During the 
first period, the late summer of 10 lo, tlit^ objeet 
was the supply of food and ammunition to 
the sorely tried populations and armic‘s of 
Montenegro and Serbia. Folhiwing this, the 
town ami bay of Valona, the nearest harbour 
in Albania to the Italian coast, were occupied 
by an Italian force and transformed into a 
suitable bas<* for naval and military use. 
Thirdly, tJuTc was nnidered possible by the 
last-named the ditlicult umk^rtaking of the 
retreat and withdrawal oversea of the remnant 
of the Serbian Army. Of thi^ tirsl phase 
little need be said, as the naval iiitiu'cst of the 


attempt to send succour to the two Halkan 
J*c»w'ers which threw’ in their lot with the Allies 
was subordinate to tlit* political aiid military 
standpoints, and tla* proti'ction af‘forde»l to 
t be shipping by t he Italian KleiU, in conjunct ion 
with tlu* Franco llrit ish forces, was similar 
to that exerciseil all o\'(‘r the seas of the' w’orld. 

Of the se(‘ond and third pha.si‘s, Ia»w'<'V('r, 
there' are some striking facts to be rec»)rded. 
It was iluring the first week in Deetanber, 
101.1, that rt'porfs through enemy agencies 
weiH* first circiilatt'd t ba.t aii lfa.lia.n ex|)t'dition 
hail crosst'd thi' Adriatic and landed in Albania. 
On Dt'ccmber Ki the Kome ( lovenutuuit wiw 
able to break its silcTi(*t* in this nvspect w’ith 
the wi‘lcom<‘ a!uiounc<*ment that fla^ expedition 
was a.n actMauplisluMl fact. It. w'as a.nnoun(‘ed 
that the only action against flu* untlerfaking 
which tlu* «‘n('my had been able to atu'omplish 
was the atta(‘k nauk* by a strong d(da(‘hnu*iit> 
of tlestroyers upon soua^ small merchant ships 
(mostly sailing vessels), which formed part 
of tlu< nunu‘ro\is boats i*mployed f(»r tlu^ pro- 
visioning of flu» Alba.nian coast. This af*tioii 
in no way int(*rftn*cd with the magnituile or 
fre(pu»ncy of the communicant ions with .Albania. 
It wiis officially dcu'lan'd that, in spite of all 
the <*n<‘my atfi^mpfs, only one cha.rf«‘red vess»*l, 
tlu' Vml)erto, built in ISH2, of l,IH2 tons 
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not, and onn do.stroyor, tho Intropicto, were 
Hiink. Jioth of tlwMn at ruck floating niinos in a 
jjiirt of tho stui whi<*h had only just before bt^eii 
carefully wwept, ])ut tho prompt and skilful 
action of escorting v(\ssols rescued those on 
])oard, except 40 men from tho transport and 
throii from the destroyer. 

Once tlie Italians had securtul a foothold in 
Albania, thc^y made rajiid progress with their 
heavy task. At tho end of DecHunber it was 
reported that work on the roads from Valona 
was lieing actively pushed on, especially the 
roads to the north, as those ioined others from 
Duraz/.o to Albassan, in Central Albania. 
Karly in Jaiiuary, after incriHlible engineering 
diniculties, the expeditionary force was success- 
ful in opening u[) a [)crman('nt ibio <»f com- 
munit^ation, 60 miles in length, between 
N'alona* and Duraz/.o. Naturally large ipianti- 
ties of material liad to be shipped across tho 


Adriatic, in addition to the ordinary military 
equipment and stores, and tho immunity with 
which this was carried out testified to the ctH 
ciency of thc^ nav^al arrangements. On Fc4)ruar\ 
24, 191(5, the authorities at Home were abl(‘ to 
publish a very satisfactory rep(^rt upon tJjcse 
operations. Since tho middle of December, 
it was stated, there bar I btjen transported 
between the western and eastern shores of the 
Lower Adriatic 200,000 men and some thousands 
of animals, a total of 250 steamers beiicj: 
employed in tho work. During the same time 
.300,000 cwt. of materials w^ero transported in 
100 steamers, most of which were of small 
tonnage, in order that they might be able to 
put in on the opposite shore of the Adriatic, 
lender tho escort of Italian and Allied sliips 
tluring the same period sovereigns and ]jrinc*cs 
of foreign royal Ixouse.s six times accomplished 
the same crossing, and foreign ministers and 
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p. iitical, civil, and military authorities still 
frequently. The report coneliidod : — 

The enemy attempted to impede this oxfensivo and 
movement by continual aetivity in the air, by 
iiiiiiiiii? certain sea areas, and often by attemiJting to 
hriniX iido action squadrons of torpedo-boat destroyers, 
-.ui'perted by scouts or light cruisers, and, lastly, by 
iiirM'tcen submarine attacks. In spite of all these 
Attempts, and the fact that tho operations had to be 
<\inii*<l on within a rostricted area of water and along 
roiilcs and towards points of anchorage wliieh were 
IMS fssarily obligatory, the ships were t'scortod so well 
til. It, apart from trifling incidents mentioned in previous 
tho sinking of only three small steamers 
liA'i to be recorded, of wliich two struck mines, and the 
third was torpedoed after tho unloading operations had 
1)( eu eoinplotcd. Not a single Serbian soldier was hist 
at ^ca. Our ships and those of the Allies, whenever 
4 irfMimstan<‘es wcjuid allow, counter-attacked the en(‘iny 
\iith d<H*isijiii and cffoct. In the early part of .Tanuary 


“ as several largo oiioiny cruisers and destroyers 
were threateniuo: the retreat of the whole 
fletd.” I'uolTicially, the Austrian force was 
stated to have comprised tho light cruiser 
Helgoland, two otlier scout cruisers and 
destroyers, and a submarino wtis also said to 
have ))cen among tlioir losses. Interesting a.s 
showing tho degree of co-operation hot ween 
tho floets of Italy, Franco, and (Irtuiit Hritain 
was tho stahunont in tho Austrian roport that 
“ amongst tho onemy ships woro cloarly recog- 
nized a British cruistu* of the Bristol an<l Fal- 
mouth typo and a Knuich cruisor.” This 
lively little scrap was tlui subject of a letter in 
1h(^ Austrian papers a f(*w W4*(*ks afterwards. 



[Hall in Xiiv.il njju utl fAn,tngt2f^n. 

EXPLODING A MINE IN THE ADRIATIC. 


an Austrian siihinarinc was sunk, wliilc two more in all 
probahility were lost during the same period, and aii 
‘•Mcriiy seaplane was captured near Valoiia. 

Of these Austrian en'orts to hamper tlu> 
transport operations, one on December 5, 1915, 
lias already been referred to in coiint^xion with 
tile work of tho auxiliary patrols of the Italian 
Another raid, on December 28, 1915, 
1‘ sulted in disaster for tho Austrians. One of 
tlic'ir destroyer flotillas left Cattaro with the in- 
tention of bombarding Durazzo, where they did, 
it was claimed from Vienna, shell tJie land bat- 
teries and sink a steamer and sailing vessel in 
the harbour. Allied flotillas, however, steamed 
•^•nt to cut off tho retreat of tho raiders, an<l 
‘ ngaged them. Tho destroyer Triglav was 
•'•ink, and her sister was forced upon some 
J lines and blown up. Tho Austrian version 
that the Triglav was taken in tow after 
Ijcing mined, but was sunk by her own crew. 


tho wriltu’ being an oHiciM* in an Austrian 
cruiser. I fe wrote; - 

\Vi* .'<et Gilt twu hours betom ilavvii on an eut«*r])riKe 
against flio Italian coast aiul .M»»me supjily ships wliii-h 
had beeu <lete<*ted by our air scouts on tlie previou.s day. 
Our force e<>usisli’'d of three light- eruiser-* and a destroyer 
flotilla. Shortly after leaving port wo sighteti an enemy 
submariiH^ ami chased it, but without elTe<'t . No doubt 
thi- bout signalled our approach ti> the enemy. For oil 
coming within a fow mile.s of our objective wc ^aw a lot 
of smoke, ami ft few miuutc.s later pi<*Ued uj) a whole 
Kcpiadron of ships Isviring down at high spetal. 'I’liere 
were Fieneh, Italian ami Knglish vessels in the enemy 
ffuve. Our destroyers boldly tulvam-ed to the attack, 
the thick weather favouring thmn. Shots were already 
striking tho water beyond us in the cruisers, and so our 
lenders signalled us retreat ut full speed. As we went 
wo saw our destroyers g<!tling it hot. Tho sea boiled 
under tho enemy’s caniionailo, to which we motlo an 
effective reply. All was going well, and we were just 
congratulating ourselves on having got out of an ugly 
scrape when the destroyer d'riglav, which was racing 
along on our port quarter, was Htruc k by a huge sliell or 
fouled a mine. We never know which. Suddenly a 
tremendous column of smoke and water rose under her, 
and when this fell the boat had disappeared. Nothing 
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hut riiou sf ru;_';^Iiiifr in tho wat<*r. coulcl not stop, as 

yoine PiuMuy clestroyfrs ueiv well within ranj^c. Tho 
iK'xt aMt<*i'n of the* 'IVi^jliiv wus the* hikii, a similar hoat. 
Sho was stoariiin^ hii<lly, havin^^ rotoivod a shot in tho 
As we wiifi h»‘d luT slif was hit twico in sin ees- 
sjon and hcT sp<s*<l foil oft visibly. Siuhlonly she blow 
up from what eause we never knew- aiul <lisxvppeared 
in a whirlpool of foatti. A;(aiii we eould not stop, but 
fia«l t<i draw away with fieavy liearts, thinking' of our 
^Millard eomra<les, wfio had ^j:ono to tlieir ejeath. Fortu- 
nately, ma iy memliers t)f botfi erew.s were pieked up by 
the enemy. <>nr ship wxts not t<jmdied at all, though wo 
bad '^evt'fal narrow sxpu'aks. Kveii xit hinji ranex* the 
c tiemy’s fire was so fiot from their ll^hf quiek-firers that 
it sounded exactly like (lu* roll x>f a <lruim 

Tlio tliinl plui'^o of llio Itiilitiii operatior.s 
off tho Allianiaui coast may ho said to lia\e 
opened on January 11, lOKi, \vh<‘n French 
troops hindt^l at Corfu to [iroparo for tho 
arrival tit that phico of tho Serbian troops. A 
statement, published jointly by tho Allied 
Powers diMdared that tlioir (h)vernmonts 
di'emed it an oblif.nition of humanity to transfer 
to Corfu tluit iiortion <if th<» Serbian Army 
which was tli(*n in Albania. The task of 
rt*victuallin>4 these troops would thus bo sim- 
]}lifi(Ml, it was d<'clartul, and tlu» Cowers took 
this step in the btdief that Chhm'o would not 
ft‘(J cf)mj tolled to opftoso a measuro that would 
redound to the Ixuiefit of h(^r Ally, and would 
in any case be of britd’ duration. The landing 
of the first troops in Corfu wdus satisfactorily 


and exxjeditiously accornpli.shed on January i 
Of course, the humane character of this urul. j 
taking of removing the battered and hrok. ^ 
remainder of the Serbian Army, including tl... 
sick an»l wounded, did not influouco. tbi 
Austrians to withhold attacks upon tlu‘ 
route over which tho ships passed, but tlm 
immunity enjoyed by the Serbians, and refern q 
to in the oHicual ctmnyiuniq'iie on February 2| 
1910, was maintained, so far as authoritat i\ e 
reports showed. On June 9, 1910, houc\rr. 
tli(» Italian transport Principe Umberto, of 
7,929 tons, was sunk by submarine in the 
Lower Adriatic. Three steamers transporting 
troops and war material, and escorted })y a 
jflijtilla of destroyers, w^ore attacked by two 
submarines of tho Austrian flotilla, and although 
the latter, on Ixung discovered, were prfunpilv 
connter-attaeked, one of their torpedoes struck 
the 1‘rincipe I'lnberto, wdiich sank within a 
few minutes. In spite of tho life-saving 
facilities at tho disposal ot tho convoy, said tlu' 
Homo semi-onicial report, and th(^ pronqit 
assistance of other units in those waters, about 
half the troops on board the transport were 
lost. 

Following on the sijcc(\ssful withdrawal of 
tho Serbians, tho town of Durazzo passed from 
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tli(^ huiids of the Allies into those of Austria, 
the enemy troop.s taking possession on 
Ki hriiary 27, 1016. On February 26 a report 
from Home stated that the withdrawal of the 
Serbian. Montenegrin, and Albanian troops 
from Albania had boon completed, and that the 
Italian brigade at J)ura/.zo had also embarke<l, 
the Albanian Oovernmont having left the 
place. ^Jlie Italian Fleet, after cov(‘riiig the 
embarkation of the Italian troops, contiiiutxl 
to bombard the roads leading to Diirazzo, pro- 
vt'utiiig the enemy entering the town in force, 
an<l setting the port in flames. It was a tine 
tribute to the skill of th(^ Italian seamen and 
j^iiuners that, in spite of the bad weather wiii<’h 
prevailed at the time, they were abh? to reduce 
the t^nemy’s batteries and keep the coast roads 
under fire until all the Italian troops which 
had been sent to Durazzo to cover the evacua- 
tion of the Serbians wx*re embarked without 
uiishap and taken to Valona. Xot a single 
Italian gun was loft behind at Durazzo, but all 
thf* old Turkish guns were abandoned and 
distroyod. 

In a raid by the Austrian light cruiser 
Xnv’ara on July 9, 1916, two British drifters, 
h -ruling part of the Allied patrol in the southern 
part of the Adriatic, w'ere sunk wdth loss of life. 
1 !)(‘so drifters formed part of the Allied cordon 
<''e.wii across the entrance to the Adriatic Sea, 
i’ufl therefore covered the transport operations 
h* and from Albania, in the same manner that 
the Dover patrol protected the flank of the 
^ • ansport of the British armies across the 
i'nglish Channel. The British Admiral in the 


Adriatic n‘jK)rtc(i that the Novara <*auM* upon 
a group ot drifters, of which (wo the Astriim 
Spei and (Mavis, wt*ro sunk, and tlie Frigate 
Bird and Ben Bui damaged, but not- suf- 
fic*ieutly to pnneut them riaiirning to port. 
TIk' crew of tbo Aslrum Spei were taken 
])rison<'rs and among the r«‘iuaiud('r of the 
boats th(‘re were ten kilhal and eiirhi woumhMl. 





THE AUSTRIAN STEAMER “ LEMNOS,'' 
SUNK BY THE ITALIANS AT ANCONA, 

Having been caught signalling to an Austrian 
Aeroplane. 

The incident w'as grossly exaggerated in the 
following wireltNss message of the enemy : — 

Our tTuisor Xovara met iu the Otranto Straits witti a 
group of tive% or --accM^rdiiig to st ntein,*ut-t rniwle tinani- 
inously by prisoi wtio were taken — fiv«* armed 

English patrol slupM, and destroyed tluMn till with cannon 
fin*. All llie steam :*r.s sank in flames, and three of them 
after an explosion of the lioilcr.'-’. 

The Straits of Otranto were the setme of 
another patrol craft action on December 22, 
1916, when several Austrian v-e^sscls opened 
an attack on some small guardships in the 
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Straits, but iimiu'cbatoly jjorcoivcMl by 

Kronch (b*'^troy**rs. Aftor a very livv^ly and 
viol<*iit fin* on both sicfrs. the (*nfTny, pursued 
by sojiie otfa*!* Italian and Allied units whieh 
laid l)e<*n sent to assist, sueeeeded in the 
darkness in c*seapinji:. One French destroyer 
and one mianlship in the Straits sustained 
insignificant inatf‘rial dainag(\ "riie Austrian 



\ll(diun Xnval official photograph. 

ADJUSTING A SEAKCH-LUiH T. 


statement) 72 prisoners were taken. H 
Dartmouth (Captain A. P. Addison, p 
with the Italian Hear- Admiral on board, 
H.M.S. Rristol immediately drove the en* , 
off, assisted by French and Italian light crm 
and destroyers. The chase was kept , 
with the enemy under heavy and continu-, 
tire, till near Cattaro, when, some en. , 



Italian Xhvil officid photoyj iph. 

RECEIVING TELEGRAPH MESSAGES. 


oflicial account- iiK'ntioiK'd four of their de- 
stro;vers, and (h’clan'd tluit on th<* return 
journey th<'S(' boats eneount(‘rt*d six powerfid 
destroyers, uiuh'rstooil to b»' t)f the Italian 
Indomito <*hi>.s. 


\(‘arly five months la.t(‘r t la* Austrians 
swoop<'d down from (^ittaro und t'xeeuted a 
ra.id upon the* lint* of ])atrols in tht* Straits of 
Otra.nto, with a large mt'asnre of siieet'ss, 
fourteen I British driftt*rs bt'ing sunk. The 
Athniralty annt)unced on ^lay IS, It) 1 7, that 
from ri'ports r('(*(*ived from th* Hear-Admiral 
Commanding llritish Adriatic Stpiadron, .sup- 
plemented by an Italian desj)atch i.ssued to 
the Press, it appt*ared that early on the morning 
<>f tht* loth an Austrian ft)rce, consisting of 
light criiist'rs, which w(*re stibsetpiently rein- 
ft»re(*<l by tlestroyei*s, raitletl the .Allied drifter 
lint* in tin* Atlriatie, and succeeded in sinking 
fourt(*en Jlritish drifters; 


2284 Admirablt* 
2114 Avondalt* 
2112 Coral Haven 
2271 C^raignoon 
i:h>9 Felicittvs 
1809 Girl Graeio 
2714 GirlRo.se 


2274 Ilelent>ra 

2414 Quarry Knowe 

2711 Selby 

2180 Serene 

2155 Taits 

2434 Transit 

1910 Young Linnet 


from which (according to an Austrian oHicial 


battleships coming t)ut in sup])ort/ t)f their 
cruisers, our vesst*ls dri‘w oft, Italian airmen, 
aftt*r a battle in tin* air, attacketl the Austrian 
warships t)utside Cattaro, ainl th(‘y contideut 1\ 
assert that one of tht* t‘n(*my cruisms wa-. 
heavily on tin*, and was being takt'n iri tow 
off Cattaro in a sinking ct)ntlilion ; one (►iher 
enemy cruist'r was reported Ijy the Ilriti-'!i 
Admiral as b(*ing badly damagetl. Duriim 
her passage: bat*k H.M.S. Dartnu>uth 
struck by a tt)rpedo from an enemy submarine, 
but returned into port with three men killed 
and one oflicer and four mi*n missing -belieN ed 
dead — and seven woundetl. There were* n<> 
other casualties to our ships. 

In this c'ricounter the British vi*sst‘ls pla\‘ d 
a glorious if unsuccessful ])art. The high spe* •! 
of the Dartmouth and Bristol enabled them 
maintain contact with the flying enemy t 
over two hours, during wliieh time hcjo ^ 
punishment wa.s inflicted upon tlie Austri. ’i 
light cruisers of the Novara type. On May 
it wa.s announced in the House of Commo 
that the First Sea I.iord had received mt*s.sa.L: 
from the Italian Minister of Marine aT t 
Commander-in-Chief. The former, Admii 
Corsi, telegraphed to Sir John Jellicoe : 
convey to you my w^armest admiration for 1 1 
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in which H.M.S. Dartmouth, lij^litin^ 
j,. list superior force's, nobly upheld tlie finest 
ti,. iitions of the British Xavy/’ Similarly, 
-Vc iiiral Thaon di Bevel tele^aphed : ‘‘ J ’least' 
ii'ss Cliief Naval Staff, Admiral .Jt*llieoe, my 
lii.irty congratulations for brilliniit aetion 
foii'-rlit by H.M.S. Dartmouth, which, altliough 
torpedoed, was able to return safely to 

j>< 'l l /’ 

Attention was first direeti‘d to the services 
()i llritish fish(*rinen in mine-sweeping eritff 
in the Adriatic in January, BUT, when the' 
Pj»j>e re'ceived in audience about a huntlred eif 
these' sturdy seamen on the*ir way south to 
jcHii tlie drifters. Regular warsliips eif the^ 
british Navy liad be'cn continuously in the' 
Adriatic, of course, since war be'gan. Among 
visitors to the base of the Brit isli vt'ssels at 
Taranto in Be'bruary, 1917, was (’ardinal 
bourne. On March 27, 1917, it was a.nnoun(*ed 
that anotlier batch of Britisli se'amc'u liad be'eni 
visiting Rome. Theses men were ne'ar tlie' 
Italian Dreadnought Leonardo da Vinci when 
^h(‘ l)le*w up at Brindisi, atid, as oik' of IJk'iu 
put it, we^ \Ncll had to givv* up our l<*a.ve' 

and gc't out the boats to hc'lp thc' poor chaps 
ulio w(*r(' in the water." An Italian wlio was 



\ H til in \iiv.ij i>i/n t li _ 

DkIhTEKS IN THE ADRIATU:. 


]m*se‘nt said that numbc'rs of the* British sa.ilors 
jumpeel into the' vsate'i* anel rc'seuic'd ni'arly •'>!> 
woundc'd meal who miglit othc'rwise* have' been 
dre>wne‘il. 

In addition to tin* transport of military force's 
ae*re>ss tli(‘ Adriatic*, th«* Italian Navy also 
afforeled din‘e*t aid to thi> armii's unde'r (Jcin*ra.l 
(‘adea’iia by as^ista.nc(' n'udcrcMl to the flank 
of the* troops ope'rating <ui thei l>on/.o front. 
As the* soldiers a.dva.ne*<'d along thee <*oa.st, so 
the* warships e*o-opcTa.tc(| with lhc*m. rc'ndc'ring 
\ aluabh* arfilh'ry suppor'f, and c'onst it ul ing 



DURAZZO: GUNS IN THE OLD FORTIFICATIONS OVERLOOKING THE 

HARBOUR. 
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a HorifjiiH iiionrtco to tlio loft Hiviik of the Aiis- 
triariM. The first important oiitcoino of tfiis 
aniphibions warfare was the fall of Moufaloono 
to the Italians on .fane U), 191o. Xot only was 
this place a j)ort of some consequence, but it 
possessed a naval dockyard, and had boon a 
building ceiitni for small x'esscis of the Austrian 
Kt'cl. 'I'he liLdit cruisers Hclpfoland and 
Said *. w(*n‘ built at Monralcone. aivl several 


was earned out by light cruisers. The Ital- ^ 
ofTicial account stated that three battoric, 
artillery placed close to the Castle of , 

opened fire on those vessels, which reph. 
reducing one batt(»ry to silence and .sottini< ’ : 
castle on fire. At the moment consi<lr*ri .1 
fav^ourablo the naval and military foi-i , , 
began a concerted movement for the captu:,. 
of tlie town on June 0, A strong attack w.^ 



AN ITALIAN WARSHIP IN THE HARBOUR AT TARANTO. 


dt'sfroyers. The prizes taken in the harbour 
when the town was <'aptured were reported 
to have included elev'en steamers, twenty-four 
sailing vessels, thirty motor boats, and five 
lU’troplanes. 

The manner in which Monfalcono was seized 
illustrated the force of the dictum that fortified 
coast towns can seldom be taken by naval or 
military tdlort alone, but only by a combina- 
tion of both. Naval units lunl bouibartled the 
port freipicnfly before it fell. On May 31, 
instance, two destroyers penetrated into its 
waters for rc^eoimaissanee and to shell the 
electric power station and other objects of 
military importance. On June 5 there was 
another attack by destroyers in force, which 
appeared to be directed principally against 
the wharves and shipping. During both these 
attacks larger units of the Italian Fleet cruised 
in the vicinity without sighting the enemy. 
On Jime 7 also a ]'»ombardment of Monfalcone 


<lelivered from the land side, supported hy 
vigorous artillery fire, and with the help <>t 
the ships it wa.s not long before the 
became untenable for the enemy. The captun^ 
of Monfalcone was soon followed by that of 
Porto Rosoga and the navigable canal lying 
between the two towns. Porto Rosoga, at 
the head of the Gulf of Trieste, lies some thn * 
miles south of IVtonfalcono, and with its oc< u- 
pation all the shipyards of the district wm- 
in Italian hands. An interesting i^oint to 
British people in connexion with the fall 
Monfalcone was the presence in the town 
what might bo called a Scottish colony. 1 ‘ 

Austrian Government some time before t! * 
war granted a subvention for Anstrian-bui 
ships, and it w’as on account of thi.s that t ‘ 
shipywds ^t Monfalcone came inte bcin-- 
Jjarge numbers of engineers and other wei 
men from the Clyde and Tyne were broii^ - 
there to assist in the establishment of t ' 
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. .lustry, and there was to be soon a street of 
named “Ben Lomon<b*’ “ 1 ynesitie,” 
Kothesay Bay,“ and the like. Of the former 
(,(fiipants of those dwellings tliore was no 
iiiformation in the war cables at tlio time of 
tlio Italian occupation. 

I<\>r the next two years the Italian na\'al 
i’nrees wore destined to be of great service to 
tiie armies along the Isoiizo front, the flank 
of which they otTectively guarded. In doing 
so they were subjected to constant attack from 
Austrian aeroplanes and seaplanes, but the 
anti-aircraft measures proved sufliciont, for 
no losses of war vessels were reported. 

In the great Italian offensive which opened 
in the Soutlu>rn Carso in May, 1917, a new 
feature was the j)rosence of British nav^al 
forces. Like the British artillery on land, those 
forces played a valuable part in assisting tlie 
Italians to secure the success achitw<Hl. A 
somi-oflicial stateinont issued in Konio on 
]May 21 g«ive the first indication that British 
warships wore present in th<^ (Julf of 'IVioste 
(luring this great combined naval and military 
atta(?k. The statomout was as follows : 

At daybrortk yesterday, with the object of assist inc: the 
offensive whicli is developing on the ('ars^i, ({ritish 
monitors, witli inival forces and Kalian aeropbines, inado 
a prolonged and elTeetivo attaek with Iie.ivy guns in the 
(Julf of 'IViest<*, on the rear of llio oneniy’s lines, cspeciiilly 
the grt*al aerial station depots and otlu'r important 
military objects near Kroseco. 

d'he (Miemy’.s rcpciit<?d aerial attaeU < Innl in» t>ther rcsxdt 
tluin the loss of two of his sf'apbincs -f.l.'lO and l-.l:n — 
whicli were brought down hy our aviator.-. 

Four fiHMiiy a\iators were rescued by oiir naval units, 
in spite of the lire from the cmemy’s batteries. 

All the naval ami aerial units which to(»k p«.rt*in this 



SHIPYARDS AT MONFAl CONK. 

action returned to their ha^vs without having sustained 
the .slightest damage. 

No enemy Mag was at .simv with the exception of 

those on the aeroplanes whicli w-t» brought dow n. 

It was repurted hvt(*r that the Brilisli moiii- 
turs, pi‘oti>(*tcd hy Italiiiii dcstroytu’s, wci\> 
shtdliiig with xisililc idtcct- the railway' iu*ar 
Nahn'.siiia, half-way htdwccii tlm Italian liiuM 
and d'ric‘.‘^o ; th<» furt ifitNit i< >us at I h’o.sct'o, a 
village th(' high belfry uf which formt' 1 a cuii- 
spi(‘U()us landmark; and ()[)(*iii’i railway June- 
hull. Profit irig hy th(< tact that tlm Au.striaiis 
cvidmitly did not to he attacked from 

the sea, the range' of their coast batteries being 
small, the menitors approatdied near miough to 
(he shore to bc' able to homhard the south- 
wt'stcrn slope's of Mount llermiida. Italian air- 
craft W(*re also activi' in thes(» op(*rations, which 
const it ute<l as st range am I ))ict urescpie a spi*c- 
tacle of war as (‘oiild well bo imagiiuHl. 

The protection of Italian commerce was a 
matter with wdiich the naval authorities at 
Kome luul before hostililio.s began taken pre- 
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civulKHis to (Irn.l, and us far as siirl'acr action 
against hoi- shippiioj: \>’oiit lta.ly wa-s praot i<*ally 
immuiio tVom a.tta(-k. It was aiiotla-?' t liiiiu' 
whoii t ho Austrians an<I ( ha inans ri‘sortod to 
w holosalt^ iiuinh-r on llu' hi^h soas in tho l’(»rm 
ol’ < lost ru<-t ion h\- suhniai-inos and niinos. \\da*u 
till' l"-))oat war sproad to tlio Moditorranoan in 
tho autumn of Ittio lossos of Italian ships 


from tliis cause became unhappily froquon 
'J'he mt)st notable disast(T about tliis time u,, 
that of the Ancona. This fine 9,(K)0-ton lin. . 
bouufl from Naples via Messina to New \ oi ; 
was fircHl upon, torpedoed, an<l sunk about no., 
on NoN't'inbc'r 7, lOlo, off the croast of Sardin: 
Sh<' had on board ,772 people, including a hu 
number of women and children emigrants, jji, j 
nearly 300 wert^ lost, inc*luding 11 Aineric.ii, 
citizens. The cajitain of the vessel stati'd r.|, 
his arri\al at Home tliat tlii^ submarine shel]» .j 
the boats as llu\v were about to b(^ launchtd. 
a.nd also after they were in the WMter. Tij,. 
dc'st ruction of the Ancona was the subji'ct ot 
diplomatic- (-(jrrespondence, the Unitc'd Stati- 
( Jovca-nmc'iit c-alling upon Austria to dcMiouir *' 
the sinking as an illogjvl and indefensibk' act, i.» 
punish the submariiu^ commander, and to mako 
rc'paration for the killing and injuring (W 
Anu'rican (-itizens. Tn ripply thi^ Austrijui 
(Jovi'rmuent alU'ged that the submarine coin- 
iiiandc*!* thought the ship to be a. transjiort ; 
that she- tried to esca.[)t\ wdii'ii Iti shells wnc 
fired, of w'hi(*h three liit ; that it was duriiiL: 
her flight at full speed that shi' dropped se\er,il 
boats filled witli pc'ople, which at once cjip- 
sized ; and tha.t the commandc'r of the. siile 
mariiu* fired a. torpe-do into the for -most hold 
l)eea.use a. steamer, hc'lit'vt'd to be an enemy 
eruisc-r, lii'eaua^ xdsihle. An in^lemnity wn^ 
promise'll, w liile ri'sponsihilit w as disclaimed. 
As regards the unfortunate eoiumandei*. it w a,-^ 
addl'd that "‘tlie Austro-Hungarian na\.d 
authorities arrived at file eonelusion that hr 
apjiarent ly neglected to t a.ke sullii-ient ly intt» 
consideration the panic, aiuong the passeugrr-. 



TOWING ASHORE A SHIP'S GUNS. 
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THE TENDER OF AN OBSEKVA riON BALLOON. 

Photographed from the balloon, and showing the winding apparatus for hauling it down. 


which r(*ii<lcrc(l (lis«*mbiu’ka< ion nioro (lihicuK, 
uikI lh<i spirit of the n'^iihilions lliat Austro- 
M iin^ariaii naval olVictTs slionlrl refuse assistance 
t(» uf) one ill <lis<r(‘ss even if Uiey an^ enemies, 
'riie oflicer was tliereforc^ punislietl for violalin^jj 
the iiistruetions embodied in the rules in for<*<* 
for sucli cn,ses 

On Atan’Ii 7, 1017, sliortly afte." tli<^ inau- 
;:urationof what the ( Jerinans callcfl unrestricted 
submarine war, tlie Italian ( Jovernmeiit decided 
to publish a w(*ekly summary of shipping losses, 
iiiid of the number of arrivals and depart ures, 
iri coiifovmity to the practice in Franco and 
t-'reat Eritain. Tlie first of these tables. issiumI 
oil ^larch 12, shejwed that durinj^ the week 
♦ IK ling at midnight cin Hiursday, March 
V'“>«^(‘ls of various nationalities, of a total gross 
tonnage of ,‘101.211 tons, entered Jtalian ]iorts ; 
inn I 4(14 vessels, totalling 315,801 tons, left, 
'Without counting fisliing boats and small coast- 
i)':/ vessels. During the week file Jtalian m<*r- 
< h.ijit ships sunk by enemy submarines or 
ti nes were four steamers, including three over 
1 jOO tons and one under this tonnage, and 
d.reo sailing vessils belovr 200 tons. One 
ainer and two sailing vessels escaper 1 tlu' 
' Jny\s attack^. The continued publication 

For the diplomatic liiitory of the Aiicoiui ca*'C s<*r- 
^ h Xl, page .359. 


of sucli weekly returns showed with \\ hat pj'r- 
sisteiice and frcipiciKy' the einMiiy coulinu(‘d to 
iiK^nact* the trade. In 4*aeJi of the wei'ks ^•rldiug 
on April 8 and 15 five steamc'rs \N-en‘ sunk, and 
every ^^eek brought its toll. lu spit«‘ of tlio 
risk, howe\ (*r, tln‘ a’oIuuh^ of trade wus 
maiiitaiiu‘d. Jn tlie \w<‘k emiing .1 un<' 17, 1017, 
for instanee, 000 vessels of 44*1,170 tons arrived 
at Italian jiorts, and 5.31 of 481,755 tons oloared 
tlierefrom, a great ad\’aiir e on the figures « luring 
March. 

3n spe('r*h(*s in the (3iambi‘r an«l in inter\'i(‘\\ s 
granted to the Press, Admiral (^)^si,th(^ .Minister 
of Marine, c'XpIeined as fa.r as \\a,s possible hat 
tiif^ Italian Navy was dr>ing lo «*ope with tla* 
menace. He, showed that the \’>trious s<*r\'iees 
dealing itli t he ch'fenee ol t hr ‘.sea traOie against, 
the submarines Jiad been unitierl ami j>la.eed 
under tlie rlireetiou of an admiral. 43n* fiiiie- 
timis of tlie new department im‘luded m»t only 
the effective arming r>f merchant ships, but the 
awanling <4 prize momy to those uhir-h miglit 
sink or rlisafile an enemy submari’nr*. Numerous 
coast plaees had lareii fortified and a. <’oastguard 
s<*rv'i<*e had hef‘n orgiuiised, with burri<‘rs and 
other defensive works. ^Methods of chasing 
submarines bad been jait, into forco. 'File 
Admiral regret te<| that the depth of the Italian 
seas tlid not pt^rmit an e^xt^^nsive use nets for 
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CAPTAIN 1)1 VII.LAREY, C.B., 

Naviil Attache to the Italian Hmbasfy in London. 

(‘atciiiii^ siil»inau*iiirs, ji,s haid dniu* 

whrii' >\itli ('X(*cll(‘iU n*MiIls. Ilo sjlid, how- 
fNaT. llmt iirlxMil 1?0<> sinn.II xm'sm'Is luul Ihm'u 
riii|»lc>y<*il * ri. lJi(‘ Otniiito (’hmiiicl I'oi* sonm 
inniitlis tliis \\a.s in Manli, 1UI7 {ind that 
tlu' iiH'l hods' of dt'f('M(‘0 wore* aliout to Ik* still 
f(irth<*i iini)ro\<ul hy lli<‘ oin|>l<\viiH-tn or 


uniiioroiis aiTopIano squadrons and -aina!! aii-^ 
ships. Tho doinand for arniaiiiouta for ship^ 
was vary K'‘t*af, but already inoro tliaii l,t>no 
^'iins ware in ns<% tiO p^r aant. of the Maraaidil.^ 
iSTarine beiinj arnitMh jBeveral huudrod wireir-. 
installations liatl also hd<4ii fitted to the shi[)s. 

While tla'v wore tJius active in coiuhatin- 
the wastage of sliipping due to tlie V boat.>, 
tJie Ttalian authorities also took slt*ps m 
economist? and co-ordinate tin? use of all t)it‘ir 
existing tonnage, in February, 1917, a 
mission of Control of ^.Alaritinn^ Traflic 
apjM)inted, and the report of tliis body upon 
the first threi^ months gf its existence siiowod 
that 7r> j)er cent, of tin? JItalian cargo steauicrs 
had bt'cn requisitioned on liehalf of va.riou-^ 
dt'partnients of the tjiovt'mment , and tin 
remaining 25 ptu* cent.^ which wtav also nndrr 
the eontrt)! of the (Commission, had been 
detaih'tl to furnish supplies for the factmirs 
which had hetui taken over }\v tht^ (Government 
for tla* mamifaetnn' of munitions, or, in the 
(uise of smaller ships, had ])e(*n employed for 
tie* inqiort at ion of phosphates. Fassc'ngor 
ships hiul been tak(‘n oven* at n*duecd freigiil.s 
for the import of grain lunl oth<‘r necessaries. 
Sailing shi})s of adi'ipiate tonnage weri' also 
being utili/.t*d for tlu* import of coal, end 
S7 vess(*ls, of a total tonnag(‘ of 150,009, had 
biM'ii put on the list b’y^ thc‘ (_'ommissioii. 

'riic? Ttn-lians also benefited by tlio presonce 
of a large number of (German shit)S in tln ir 
])orts. Incidentally the (‘ondition in wJiich 
certain of tln*se vc\ss('ls wi're found led to 
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It ill I »i .\tir il I'tin Ktl {At iti>. 

AN ITALIAN DRKADNOUCjlir IN ACTION. 


r<‘\ ions of tiu' tivacJiorons iiietlnwls t»f tht‘ 
(J«*rni:i.ns c*v(‘n h(‘foro tlu? world war laid 
l»r<)k(*n out. 'I’hus wlic'n. in Juno, 1915, th<* 
Italian authoriti<*s at Naplos imloa.d<‘d th(‘ 
(Jcnnr.n stoaincr l^ayorn, \Nhich took rofugo at 
that pt)rt oarly in August, 191 1, she was found to 
1)0 full of munitions. .Hiddt'U in hor hoUl w<'ih* 
^ui^s, inaohino guns, aiul aoroplaiu* parts, 1 ho 
Ihiyorn k'ft Ma-nihurg with this cargo on .Jtily .‘h 
1914, nearly a month l)(‘f<»rc Austria declared 
\N ar on Serbia. Her j^a-pem containc'd no 
mention of these* article's in he*r cargo. I^arly 
in the* war the* (Jerinan ( Ion e*rnine*nt de*mandi'd 
pe-nnissioii to re*ino\e^ the* munitions, without 
.‘>aying a woixl about the* guns and ^*rop!aiie*s. 
Althougli it was not until August 2S, 191<», 
that a state* of war between Italy and ( ie*rmany 
fame* about, long be*fore* tluit dale* the* Italian 
< Jovi‘rnme*nt had reepiisit ione-d the into^fned 
Herman ships. In the* House* e.)f Commons on 
re*l>nuvry 29, 1910, it was riinounce*d that 31 
llie* 37 vesse*ls had be*f*n <ak<*n 
In view of the urgent iu‘ed ff>r carrying ton- 
nage Italy luul alreaely made an agreement 
Nvith (Ireat Britain, m .lanuary, 1910, by 
wliieh the British Covernnvnt had ])lace*d 
!t her disposal 150 steajuers to carry wlie*at, 
'o^, and provisions, thus re*ducing the* 
tbnonnally high rate's for frf*ight fejr the* 
iransfiort of coal, in r(*gar<l to which Italy 
in the main d(^je*ndefl u])on Kngland for 
"Upplies. 

It must not be* assume’el that tlie liayoc 
'related among Italian sliipping by enemy 


mines and subunirines was not olfse't by the* 
ele*stru<*t ion of some* of the* eiltjieking crn.lt. 
On the* e-ontreirw at an <*n.rly pe*rioil in the* 
submarine* wai* on t he* I rc.ele* more‘tln:n IimII the* 
(lot ilia w ith whie*h Austriet be'geiii the e‘on(liet 
held be'e'ii dispose'd of by the* .\llie*s. At vai’ious 
time's the* Itjilians we*re* re‘pe>rte‘d te» ha\ e* sunk 
the* following e'lie'my subimnine's : I 3. I 1, 
r 0, r 12, CC 12, emd C Ilk Survivofs we*re‘ 
tnke*!! prisone*rs li'emi the* I 3 juiel I 10, while*, 
as }i,he‘ady me*nl ione*d, t he* I ' I2juid IC 12we*re* 
sjilve*d. A small flotilla of e*ne*my siibiimiine^. 
e*oiiipose*d of the* (h*rman boots C 7, I S, nnd 
r 9, le ft Be)l}i. eme* day for Cemstant inople*. Ibill- 
way the*re* tlie* thre-e* Ii*penteel fe» he'ile le jinirt e*i*. 
at Be»hi. From tlnil memniit nothing more* 
w'n.s he*jird e)f the* trio, end Au'^tj’in i’wc.ife el new.-. 
e»f the*m in \n.in. 

Altliough the* Itjiliiin Xei.v\ wji- not e-jilleel 
,p like the* fle'ets of the* eghe-r Allie's, te) 
fuliiisli ve‘.>se*ls for wenk m the eniter se*je.s, 
this was no eloubt eiui- to the* hiek ol suiteible* 
ships whic h could lie^ .speire'el for sne-h diitie-;, 
iind nf>t to nny lae*k of sympedhy with the^ 
obji'cts of the* Allie s in thf»se* -.e*;e.s No llaluiu 
Will'shij) sv 4e.s iiie*nt ione*d as ha\ ing been eon- 
<*<*rne*d in eiiiy w n,y witli t l.e* e*\pe*e liCe .n te) t he^ 
1 )»ird*ine*lle*s, but il must be* re*n je*mbe*re-e I that 
Italy was ne)i at weir with I'urkfy until sik 
months afte*i the* be*ginning of tluit unde-rtakiiu/. 
When Bulgaria came; into the* war em ()ctobe*r 
14. 1915, a.nd a blockade* of the* Bulgarian 
<*oiist in the* Aegean Sea weis ehe*Iaree| as treun 
0 a.m. e)n Oe;te)be*r 10 the* Iteilian Navy was 
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O N th(‘ mIioIc (ho results of th(‘ year 
HMh wore (listiiiof 1\ favourahh* to 
()r‘ Allii'.s, for ou()( lin'd la.rm' 

niiiiibc'rs of prisoiP'rs, und took or 
(k'stroyod iinioh military niati'rial. Baoii in 
Biiinauia tJi(' enemy had Im'i'd hronj^lit to a 
standstill at tlie Yory timo when a furthi'r 
adYanee would probably Iriyo pnxlucod ;j[reat 
results. It was not a y(*ar of strikinj^ sue<*c‘.ss(‘s 
for the Allies, but tin* jjjeneral outeonu’ of th<' 
stru^ijle had certaiidy been to their advantaiio. 
On (‘V(*ry front tin* (Jermanie offonsivi* had been 
stopped, and they wliosi* whole tradition was to 
enjiajre tlii'ir troops in an untiring advaney had 
foiiiRl tlp'msclves everywhere reduced to (he 
flefensivc'. 

TIk* main issui' of the war was plainly to be 
sought in the western theatre, where ( Jermany 
hfwl to deal with th<* British ii.nd l^'peneh nrmi<-s. 
It was searec'ly surprisinji, ( ln'i^'^fore. to lind 
the' Oerman eillieial Press larji;ely em|)lnyed in 
exi)Iaininj^ that their jiositieai at the end of HID* 
was really far stronger (lian it liad been liefore 
the troops had b('('n driven back. \n edlieial 
('oimnuniqiii' of December 24 said : “ 4’hese four 
Meeks of relative ealm " t/.r., from mid- 

November) “ which the exhausted assailants 
were forced to allow the di'fenders have' once 
and for all sealed the fati* of the Somme 
Vol. Xll.—Part 153 


Batth'. . . . All till' efforts and sH.eiiliees of 
the British aial Pi-eneh m 1 lie pa,st live iinuilhs 
ha\<' been e.\p<'nd(‘d in \ain. If (h<\\ dared 
once mori' to attack (hey would haAc to hcjj^in 
all ovi'f a.piin, (lie only dillerene*' beinjj^ tlia.t 
tlu' new' < Ic'rman liiu's a.i*e now stronp'i* a.nd 
more imprejiiaible than on -liily I, f«»r behind 
the (irst system of tri'iiehes, built within the 
zone of (In* enemy’s fire, a.re (»\ <‘ 1 * a do/.i'n liin's 
of detenee <*ons( met ed in I hr* st roia^est fasliioji.’’ 
A littlr* furtln'r on wc' shall sr'c what thr'sr* wr*rr‘ 
and in tin* eourso of this elia,pli*r wr* shall sr*e 
that tln' (k'nnans wr i’e dri\r*n rail ot thr-m. 

Late in Dr'i'cmber tin* (li*nu:i.ns issued a. 
de(ail<*d <*riti<ism r»f (Ip* Siaiimr* Battle frran 
Aujrusl tf> .\o\rmb('i-. In il they a.dmitlr‘d Ilia! 
soiiH* initial sur*<*r*ss<'s in ;j:ains of Hr«aual unri 
matr'rial had br'cn obta-iiu'd by the .\llies up Irr 
(he miihilr* of diil^', ‘‘ but (hr* mr)nf)» of Auf.rus} 
)>rrni^hl thr* oflensive r iitirely t«> H. standstill. ' 
Still at tina-s (la* loj^ie of tip* situation was too 
miR’h e\'en for thr* I liroimh-t liiek-a.n<l t hin 
otlic'ial dr*fr Tplt*r of (Ip* (Jr*rman situatirai, and 
ip* was ohlijierl to nr-ra'd “tip* tr*rnblr* r*on 
fla^^ratif)!! ” in tlu* <*arly rlays of Sr ptr-mhr r, 
w’hieh invr»lvr*d tlp'- whrilr* 20 milr*s trom Br*au- 
mont norlh-wr‘st of '’rhir*pval tr) tip* Stanmr*. 
“ Tlie fi^htinj: raj/rxl witli jiartieular tir*reeiP*s.s 
after an unparallr*led artillery pn*paratir>n ” on 
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the front from Oinchy to tlio Sommo. “With 
closprrato obstinacy the (icnnans liolrl the 
entirely shattorocl front tronelios, und were only 
driven step by stf^p hack into the second lines, 
wfiero they were al)]e to rne(‘t th<* blow ” ; 
awjlicdy they wcsre forced to abandon their first 
line of trenches. It was admitted that (luille- 
niont and Le Forc'st fell to the Alli('s and that 
(Mery was taken on S(‘pt(*mher o. Then there 
was an interval of “ repnls(‘s ” for British and 
French. 

Tlie (Jermans, it may here be remfi.rk(‘d, hav(‘ 
an (‘xcelhiiit plan for raising tlu*ir scon; of 
“ repnls<*s ” ; they inc.liuh^ tnnu-li raids, the 
troops engag(‘d in wliieh naturally retire afttn* 
doing th(‘ work r(‘finir('d of them. On th(‘ lOth 
lh(‘ British wrn'f* “ ge!icra.lly n‘pnls(‘d ” : but 


it was not reasonable to expect abreak through.' 
Moreover, no solid argument was arlvancr<j 
in favour of the “ disillusionment ” which wt 
were accused of suffering from. On tlb 
contrary, we went on winning further point 
which they were constrained to admit, though 
their admissions were intersperst'd with phras« s 
de.signed to depreciate tho value of our sue. 
ces.ses. Thus we “ take a village, hut cann.,{ 
force a way through.” We made a gigantic 
effort on Octobf'r 2.‘{ “witliout attaining 
anything (*lse than gn'ater loss(*s than before.'’ 
“ Th(; unimportant progres.s made by the 
enemy here and there, as the residt of a vast 
expenditure of men and munitions, was out of 
all iiroportion to his lo.sses.” From which 
it IS fairlv plain that both Rritisli and Frciu*Ii 





[Official hhotosrat>k. 

\ WORKINO PARTY GOING UP TO CONSOLIDATE NEWLY CAPTURED TRENCHES. 


still (linchy fell (ui the 11th and 12th. .\nd 
so it goes on. The ({«‘rmans w(‘n‘ rea.lly always 
suce-essful, although tiu'v had to yield ground. 

Now came th(* “ turning jioint of (he Ihitth* 
of the Somme, Septembt*r 20 .” “ Whil(\ as a 

result of a gn'at expendituri' of ammunition 
and saerilice of liuman lift', it brought iht' 
.Vllit's a gn'ater succ.e.ss than they had ytd- 
at t. lined ” (tin; writer has now ft>rgottt'n 
t lu' suect'sst'-t of July [irt'viously admittt'd) 
“it sh<»wed the rt'inforct'd ])owt*r of resistance 
of tin' Gt'rinaii troops in the brightest light.” 
Which, being intt'rpreted, means that they 
were now’ able to stand up a bit better than 
tht'v had bet'll doing. “'Pin' ('iieiny, wdio 
most t'l'rtainly on tho ev’t'iiing of this great, 
day beliewd tluit tho German frtmt w’lvs as 
good as p'Ut'i rated, oxperit'uccd a seven; 
tlisillusioniuent in the next fi'W’ days.” There 
w'.i-i no t'vidence whatever to sliow that th(; 
.Allies thought anything t>f tho kind. Nor did 
live (Teriuan General Hoailquartors really, for 
it had drawn attention to tlie faet. that ^Ir. 
Lloyd George on August 22 had stated ” that 


were really altliongh tlu'y biiled 

in their blindiK'ss to rc'eogni/.e it. f’inally. 
W<‘ le;i.rn I lui.t “tlu' lad w«‘ek in OcIoIxm- 
hronght a w’c'll-marked diiuiniilion in the 
I'nt'iny s efforts.” “ Where atti'mpts to attu-el; 
wen* ])''r(*eiv('d, oiir artill(;ry, as a rule, were 
able to nip tlv'in in th ' bud. AVh ‘ro tlv*y were 
put into operation tlie^’- w'»*n' r(‘[>iilsed with 
heavy losst;s.” But stdl it is a r(*marku.ble 
facd that our advaner* wont on, though at c 
slow’er pace, due to tho advent of winter. 

So far as the British w’c're conec'rned the 
situation at tin; beginning of 1917 was a ver\ 
fav'ourablo one. 'Flu; ('iiemy bad boon so 
bandied that liis line now presented a ver\ 
prononneed salient lietw’een tlu; Ancro and 
Searpe valleys. A salient is always e, daiigeroii- 
jiosition. It has vt'ry little resistive* force, 
hecaiist* the lines wdiicli form it are [)lainl\ 
liable to enfilade fire, while the salient dtseli 
cannot give so much fire as tlie enemy's line- 
wdiich encircle it. A comparatively sliori 
further advance would give our troop.s tlie 
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< , iipli'to oomniand of the spur al)ove I hniuinont- 
! ;uiiol, and every step forward wtndd 
1 i)der tlie Ceriiiau position nnu’e and more 
- ireariouj^. We should obtain )H‘ttt‘r UK'ans 
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A CANAOIAN TRENCH IN THE SOMME 
DISTRICT. 

of oli';(*rvation, and our artill(‘ry eould thereby 
h* so well tlireebnl as to r(*iid(‘r the eiK'iny's 
trwielios atid th(' eoinuiuiiieations to them very 
(liui^erons. 

'l"o keep th(^ ('iitMiiy employed and eoneeal 
from him tiu* aetual point at whi(th the sprimj; 
a b ailee would be made, a numbin’ of minor 
eiil (M'prises and raiils were planned to be 
(• M'rietl out altniL^ the whole front held l>y the 
british Annie-;. h\)r the advance itselt enm’- 
Mums ])rep;iiM.t ions and organiz.it ions In. I to be 
made to ensure proper ni 'bii'^ c»f eommmiicat ion 
a cl tlu'reby render eerlain the accumulation 
o! troops, ^uns, and munitions needed lor >o 
\a^t an undertaking. 

iVeside.s the positions whii^h the (Jermans 
held immediately facing the J3ritisli tliey 
liiid prepared a stroihg seimnd position on tlie 
lorward crest of tlie ridge north of tlu* Alien* 
\ alley, d'his consisted of a double line* ot 
tTcriclu’S, with heavy wire entanglements in 
Tout of them, which ran north-west- of Sa llis* l 
pa'^t Transloy to thi* AlViert-Dapaume roail, 
vdn're it turned west by Crevillers and tlie 
' oiipart Wood arul then north-west past 
Aehiet-lc-Petit to Bucquoy. This systimi was 
oiowu as the L<e Transloy -Loupart line. If. 
’'Tiuod an exceedingly strong and well-sit uab*d 
"^^ition, but little inferior to that from whic-h 

e had already driven the enemy, which hatl 
' tended from Morval to Thiepval along the 

dge between these two points. 


:Vi7 

T’amllel to the Te Transloy -T^oupart line, 
but on tht' fair side of the crest on which this 
was situa^l^‘d, a tliird line of defiMici's had Ix'en 
eonstruetc'd towanls the end of IDlh on the 
liiH' Itocijuigny- 1 lajiamnu'- Ablaiin/,i‘\ illi\ 'This 
wa'■^ what the ({(M*man wrilei’s haul doubtless in 
their minds wIumi th<\v spoke of di'h'iices as 
formidabU* as thosi' we haul ailn'ady cai.pt ured. 
Probably tliey were right, amd it must havvo 
astonished leaders and writi'is ailike to find 
their mi'ii turned out of tliem e\t*n more eaisily 
than tlu'y had be(*n ilriven from their oi*iginal 
position on tlu' Morval- rhi<*[>\'al ridge. 

'^riie yean* closi'd <[nietly, but its a'ud wais dis- 
tinguisht‘d from thait (af liMo, ;uhI still more 
iroin that, of IDIt. by oiu* gn*aiit difft'rt'iHM' ; 
th<*re wais iio <*(‘ssai.| ion of hostiIiti(*s on ( 'hrist-- 
n\ai.s I lay, nothing lik<* ai. rai.| ipnx'hement 
betwi'cn the opposing foi’ccs. Indt'cd, on our 
sid«‘ tlx're were four sui'ct'ssfnl rai.ids, nor did 
tlx^ usual artillery lire stop on our pai.rt or on 
that of our tapponeuts. At a ft*w' ixiints there 
wa.s some* n'cognition of tho New ^'e^lr. Lights 
were si'iit up in iiumlx'rs, but the guns ai'com- 
pa.ni<Hl them with thiindi*?*, an ai.ppn>priate 
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^velcome to the coming year of tragedy. At 
one place were heard from a German trench the 
strains of “ Auld Lang Syne.” The player’s 
memory, probably, took him back to tho 
liapi^ier times when he had played in the band 
Jit some English watering place, and doubtless 
the musician devoutedly wished himself back 
there. At some points the Germans on New 
Year’s Day put up boards with “ Why not 
have a peace talk ? ” chalked on them. The 
storm of bullets with which these were met 
showed plainly the British view on the subject. 

During the early days of 1017 the situation 


both productive of considerable gain, which 
wore carried out ith great energy and at .small 
cost. 

The enterprise north of Beauinont-Hainel 
had for its object the capture of two German 
posts, which dominated a German support 
trench, rurming up towards Si'rrt‘ and known 
to be honeytHunbed with giirrisoiu'd dug-outs. 
Tt was complc'tely successful, and 58 prisoners 
fell into our hands. 

The position was rushed at about 5.80 p.in, 
from two directions siinultaueously. Through- 
out the day our heavy artillc'ry had shelled 



WYTSCHARTK. ri/w, 


remained much the same, tho bad weather 
and the long nights presenting any great 
activity. There was, however, artillery fire oi 
varying intensity, and there were also trench 
raids, ours being nearly ahvays successful, and 
tlioso of the Germans being almost uniformly 
brought to naught. On January 4 three suc- 
cessful sallies from our lines entered tho 
German trenches to the north-east of Arras 
and at two points near Wytscha(^t(\ Up to 
January 0 wo took over 240 prisoners as tho 
result of our little expeditions, or from the 
repulse of German attacks such as those to 
the south of Ypres on January 1, and on tho 
east of Vermel les on January 2. Against this 
the Germans had only about 50 prisoners to 
show', taken on January 5 during an incursion 
they made into our trenches south of Loos, 
from which, moreover, they were speedily 
driven out. On January 5 two enemy posts 
north of Beaumont - Hamel were captured, 
while on the next day, to the south-east of 
Arras, the German works were penetrated on a 
front of 2,000 yards to the third line of their 
trenches. These two operations are worthy 
of more detailed description as they are typical 
examples of well-thought-out minor ex|>editions. 


tho front of the attack tJ. a slow rate*. A 
quart(‘r of an hour before 4>ur infantry w'cnt 
over they lifted their range so as to form » 
barrage behind tlie G(u*mati position and to 
prevent reinforcements from b«‘ing sent up to 
it. Then a tempest of tire from trench -mortars 
and field guns w'as jMiurcnl on tho tlernmn 
works for a short tinu^ before the infantry 
ivdvanced. The iiitack w'as <;arried out by tho 
tw'o assaulting forcc*s in thr*‘e separate waves. 

Tlie left attack got home without a hitch, 
wdth the loss of one otTicer and five men slightly 
wounded, taking 44 prisoners and disposing of 
thn?e dead and 20 woundc'd Gcirmans. The 
right attfUik, in tho course of wJiicli 12 prisoners 
were sent back, mot with more opposition, 
and there was some pretty sharp hand-to-hand 
fighting, in w'hich the enemy suffered con- 
siderably. Tho prisoners were all of tlu? 5th 
Bavarian Division. 

Notwithstanding the long-sustained boirir 
bardrnont by our heavies,” prisonc;rs admitted 
that an infantry assault w^os not anticipated 
until the wliirlwind bombardment began, and 
this was so fierce that they did not dare to 
leave their dug-outs. As our men in tho left 
attack swarmed over the German parapet, a 
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sontry, orouehinji in a fnnkholo, firod three 
or four shots, tlien threw his rifle away and 
bolt<»d. Our troops had got in without tiring 
a shot or tlirowing a bomb ! Then began tho 
work of clearing the dug-outs, our men chal- 
lenging tho inmates to siirrt'nder before using 
bombs, and meeting usually with a pretty 
satisfactory resjK'»nse, A considerable number 


fif r€*volvers were collected, and in one dug-oui 
a machine-gun section was captured witli its 
weapon, which was of the latest pattern, 
bearing tho date “ 191G.” 

Tho big raid south-east of Arras on Jamj. 
ary (i took place over a front of 2,000 yards, 
c extending between Arras and Tilloy ; both 
KngHsli and Scottish troojjs participated in it. 
It must be remembered that, on this part of 
tliO front, the enemy’s defences w'ero every 
bit iis formidable as those we had taken on tlic 
Somme. Tlio locality in question had always 
r< ‘Craved a good deal of attention from oui 
guns, and at 11.. *10 on the morning of the (ith 
wo began to bombard the enemy’s linos with 
exceptional severity. 

Our airmen cooperated with their usual 
audacity and skill. Tho light, which was not 
very good, made accurate} observation difficulf . 
But still they flew in numbers over the Gorman 
jDOsitions. One pilot, to confirm a somciwhat 
uncertain first impression, emne down to within 
a few hundred feet of tho German trencln s. 
The observers of our artillery work could st'e 
little more than the flashing and glowing of the 
shells bursting in tho ha/zc over the hostile 
trenches. Nevertheless, the spotting by tho 
airmen for our artillery was wonderfully ^^cll 
done, as tlie infantry saw from the casualtie.s 
th<»re when they carried tho hostile position. 
Our ineTi, protected by a smokes barrage, made 
for the German lines at a few minutes past three. 
They were quite astounded to find no 0 [)posi- 
tioii worth mentioning, Practieally it was only 
on tho flanks that there were some slight 
seullles and a little bombing. 

WJien our advaneing troops reached tlie 
(Jerman front lino they found the wire cut to 
pieces and the trenches in ruins. But nobody 
was thercs — not oven a maehino gunner. The 
troops set to work to blow in the dug-outs, 
noted the dispositions of the works entirely 
unofjposed, and then advanced to tho second 
line. Here it was the same thing over again. 
There was such an tmeanny case about the 
job that it was thought tho Germans had 
dt^signod son\o new dodge and were awaiting 
the moment to set it w’orking. Having 
destroyed whatever in the second line was not 
smashed by our guns, the troops went on to 
hunt for the Germans in their third line. But 
even this had been abandoned. The third line, 
with its wire, was in the same mess as the first, 
and wherever tho ruin was not suflicienth 
complete it was soon made so. So a very 
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?;uccossful raid was completed, and our men in tlio infantry fight ; they ran away 
returned with the most trifling casualties to from it. 

their own lines. A small success was also obtained near 

There was no machine-gun fire when our Armentien's on .lanuary 7, and two days later 

men advanced, and very trifling sliell fire the (Jerman trenches near Hulluch were 

struck them on their return. The' matc'rial entered. On the same day the Cermans made 

injury inflicted on the German trem^hes an attempt to rt'gain th<^ posts they had lost 

was great, but their soldiers suffen'd little near lieaumont-Hanu^l, but were driven back 
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with losH, and a like fate befell two similar 
attacks, one on the east of Wytschaote, and tluj 
other to the north of Ypres. The next day 
Ha\v thre<* similar attempts to the south-east of 
Soiiehez which wen^ also faiJun's. 

Tlu^ unending raids might seem monotonous 
an<l without much justification to those who do 
not undf'rstand th(*ir reason. Jteally they were 
of grf*at military value, '^riiey served several 
difTereiif. purpose's, th(‘ most imjiortant being 
that of seeuring accurate information as to 
what the enemy was doing, what he was ))re- 
paring to do, and, above all, where and w^lien ho 
was going to try to do it. 'I'his entailed the 
capture of prisoncTs, who were taken to Ilead- 
(juai’ti'rs and j)ut through a rigid interrogation. 
Kven if the [rrisoners would not talk, some of 
tlio objr'cts of the raid were* still aeeoinplished 
by fht‘ir tuiptiire. The number of thti regiment 
which the prisoner wears on his shoulder straj), 
ev(*n t he plate on his helmet gives a great deal of 
information, tells what units arc at the i>ar- 
ticular spot, and hence can be deduced the 
brigade*, the division and even the Army Corx>s. 
This is also supplement(*d by the j)ersonal mili- 
tary cards and papers which (‘very soldier 
carries. 

As (Jeorg QikmI, th<^ correspondent of th<^ 


Berliner Taqehlatt, remarked with reference to 
the British front ; 

“ The continual patrol fighting, the never- 
ceasing artillery fire and the constant explosion 
of mines give the war of positions a very bitter 
form, which fills t he casualty lists, even tliough 
there has been no fighting on a great scale. Of 
late the days have been filled with such bloody 
ei)isodes. Lioth sides nibble at the enemy’s 
defences, and thus i>osition w^arfaro has slowly 
reached its highest intensity.” 

An irniiortant attack was made by the 
British on Jan. 11 against the German trench 
system, east and north-east of Beaumont 
Hamel. It conuneiiced at dawm, and b\' 
8.30 a.m. 1,500 yards of the German xio itiou 
w^as in our hands and 200 prisoners had b(‘eii 
taken. An attempt to retake the lost ground 
was eomfjletely smashed by our artillery fire. 

The result of our efforts was that before t]](' 
end of January the whole of the high ground 
north and east of Beaumont Hamel had been 
taken. Wo had also jiushed across the Beau- 
court Valley, 1,000 yards north of the village of 
that name, and had gained a footing on southern 
sloj:)cs of the si)ur to the cast of it. 

First and last we had t aken 500 x>risoners and 
our casualties were exceedingly light. '^Fhis 
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satisfacfory circiirnstaneo was duo to intimato 
cooperation between the infantry and artillery 
and especially to the excellent results obtained 
by our artillery fire. Its accuracy was remark- 
able, thanks to the observation of our aviators 
and to tho great advantage wo possessed from 
holding the high ground north of Thiepval 
which gave such a wide field of vicnv. The 
destruction wrought by our shells on tho 
(Jennan trench was annihilating, while tho 
accuracy of our fuses and the excellence of our 
ammunition permitted the use of barrages 
which closely covered our infantry advance and 
forbade penetration by the enemy. 

So the struggle went on through January. 
The British made many small advances and 
captured points which would bo useful as 
stepping stones for further forward movements, 
the Gormans made many attempts to turn this 
tide of gain which if slow was sure. We wero 
successful in our endeavours, and had taken 
during the month 1,228 prisoners ; but tho 
( Jermans failed in theirs and tho prisoners they 
look were well under a hundred. 

The following regiments specially distin- 
giiished themselves in the caj^ture of these 
prisoners in minor operations, raids, and patrol 
actions : — 

2nd Royal Scots. 

8th E. Kent Regt. 

12th Royal Fusiliers. 


1st King’s Own Scottish Bordc'rers. 

1st Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 

let Border Regt, 

2nd Border Rc'gt. 

1st S. Staffordshire Regt. 

10th Loyal N. Lancashire Regt. 

21st and 22nd Manchester Regt. 

Stli and lOtli Gordon HighlundtTS. 

2nd Leinster R(^gt. 

2nd Monmouthshire Regt. 

20th, 21st, and 49th Canadian Battalions, 

Newfoundland Battalion. 

2nd Batt. 3rd New Zealand Rifle Brigade. 

Similarly along tho Frencli lino of batt le the 
general outcome ot tho encounters between the 
opposing forces was unfavourable to tho 
Germans, 

The gains round tho Beaumont- Harnol spur 
were extreincdy useful to us, as they openecl 
up an extensive field of action t() our artillery 
from tho dominating position which tho guns 
were thus abh^ to occupy. Tho Beaucourt 
valley and the westc^rn slope of the spur beyond 
from opposite Grandcourt to the Serre hill 
could bo swept by their fire. Tliis facilitated 
clearing tho valk^y south of this point, and 
made it easier to advance oiir liiuj lo the crest 
of the hill. 

On the night of February 3 4 our infantry 
cariturod a length of about 1,300 yards of tlie 
original second line of tho German defences on 
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tlio southern slope's of tho S^erro spur. . Tlio (wo more diiriim the thv', and iinoth(‘r on the 
;i.t(aelv was stubbornly resisted, rtiuH ho fort, ones .12th. 

of (lie fif^ht varit)d. It’was continuod through Ilritish ra.i<ls wea-e* also ina, It* with good 

the day’iXiid following night, and many counter- results a.t other points along thTvline of coutaet. 
attacks of the (tormans had to be driven back. Thus on the 12th raids aiul niimerons patrol 

Hut by Feb. 5 the whole of the desired objee- a.t tacks ohtaiiu'd good n'sults against- tlu‘ 

lives luwl been mastered, and 176 prisoners (Jerma-n tn'iiches ti» the south-4*ast of Souche/.. 
taken, besides four uiaehiiie guns.’ The new north of Xc'uville St. Vaa.st, n<»rth of l^oos, and. 

Hritish position nearly level with the centre of to the east of Ypres, and those wore accorn- 

(Irandcourt tlu’eatened the dc'feucos of (Jrand- paniod by. eoiisitl(*ral)ly ineroasod artillery 
court and those south of the Aiicre. When our* tiro both on thi> Sol nine and to the oast of 

]>atrols ad va.n(*ed*on the morning of February () Vpros. Tlu> Knnich, too, were siu'cessful in* 

they found that t-l\e lat ter between Oraudeourt many loc*al a,dvanc‘(^s at- iliffiireut points of t heir 

and the Stuff Kcdoulit had bei'u abandoned. front of battle. Alon^ (he wdioK' Allied line 

They were therefore occupied b 5 J^ our men. Fur- the artillery w^as Ix'fommg livelier. 

(her explorations show’cd that Grandc-ourt, too. ( Iratlually t hi* contest increased in intensit.y. 

liad boon given up, and it w^as taken over by Observations by our a,irnK»u and t-hosi^ .of the 
10 a.m. Fobruary 7. J.«ater on in the day Krcncli pointefl to frcsli concent i*a,f ions- of 

llaillescourt Farm,* midway bc'tween Jleau- (Jernia.n forces u'hich wc!*e I bought to indicate 

court a.nd ]Miraumont, \vas carried 'and S7 mere active steps to stop the stea-dy ad\'ances 

prisoners taken. * * of the Allies; but w hii*h were, as a.fli*r events 

On bVliruary S Jfill 153, niarking the sum- showed, only the introdu<*t ion o/ fiu^sli troops to 

mit of the Sailly-Saillisel ridge, a point wdiich ' (*over the .r(*tr(‘a.l Of those* war-worn a.nd w'ea,ry 

lia^d bcH'n long contested l>y tliO rival forc.i's, units whi(‘h hiu I hit licit o borne t he bruiit of the 

fell into our hands. It w as a.n important llriti.sh at lacks. Loeg-I cncouni ers hi'caine .mon^ 

gain, a's .its dominating position rendered it * freipient a-ml more important in clui-ra-cter, a-nd 
useful for any further advance in tliis • w'(‘re almost always in favour of the Hritish 
district.. • or French. On (hi* Hrifish front * during 

On our Ally’s front a siiifiktr sta-tc of things February 14 15 the artillery tin* hecaiue much 

prevailed: both French and Oennans made local ’ more vigorous, and was sn[) 2 )lem<ait ed by manv 
at t-acks, especially the Gormans, and Humorous successful iufa,ntry a.lla,t*ks wbicli led to t he 

encounters took f)la<‘(0)i‘t ween patrols. None of gain of important Ger«iian [losis, wdiilo t lm 

tlu'se wcr<' of any ini]M)rt arico and the only raiiling tiartics ol>ta.ined .much very useful 

point t#) note ^vith regard to the latter is that information. * . 

many took placid in tliat portion of t-lio Thus on the 14th the Hritish cafitiircMl 

St rati'gic front whicli lay between ’the Ois<‘. and itgporta,ut- works to the soutli-ea^sl of Grand- 

the Argomie, wlu'rt^ iwwioiisly n.n almost <*ourt on the left ha-rik of the Ancrc, while 

complete state of inaction liad existed. • further north our troofis to the norih-cfist of 

In the (dianipagne there were .numi'rous A rra*^ pushed a ra.id thivaigli .t he German first 

trench forays a.nd a consideral^lc artillery and secf>nd liiu^s. Still more to the north, on 

activity, but neither side gained any noteworthy Jlelgian soil north-east of Arn*.^, where tlie 

advantage. Hriti.sii trcn<*hcs fonn<‘<t a salient, proj(^cting 

• ()n the night of February 10-11 the advance into the Genunan line:-;, tlicy successfully mal- 

up tho Boaijcourt valley was continued. The* ire'atoil the ( ha-ma,us and their fortifications, 

1 British at tack was directed against an important and took prison<*rs. On (hc; otluT hand, tlm 

serjos of (terman trenches to the south of eueiiiy attacks on our trenches were evea\v- 

Serre, some 1,.^00 yards long, the westerli end where bcaterr hack. Sonic minor successes 

• of which was already held liy 11.*+. The infantry w^t'rc also ob1aini*d by tin* French in the TH*igh- 

at tack comimmced at S. 30 p.m., following close hourhood of Frosnes in the ( dia.mf>a,gnc, m ar 

behind onr artillery barrage. Tlie whole of Soi.ssons, and furtJi(*r ca.st in Alsa,c(*. 

the .position aimed at was. taken After con- On tlic 11th and 15th. our gunfire was in- 

siilerahle re.sis(auct% with tin's excc|Ition of tw’o creased in intensity at many points, espi'cially 

redoubts, which held out some days longer. northoftlieSommciiearSailly-Saiflrschnorth- 

A determined counter-attack from the clirect, ion ea^^t of GiK*ud<‘cnurt , about Arra.s and near 

of Pii.sieux-a.u-Mont was defeated, as w'(*re also • Vpres, and during tlie night of the latter date 

153-3 
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south-east of Soiiehez, whore moit‘ (Jonnan 
attacks were beaten off. 

"I'lie events on the Fri*neh front were of a 
similar eharaeter — no striking successes, but 
eontinual small ones, the fighting turning out 
distiiuif ly to the advantage of our Allies. 

Late on February lo the Germans made 
their first determined attack of 1917. It \\a>s 
an attom})t to regain a i^osition on‘th(^ Mnssig, s 
Ridge between 1'ahure and MasSigivs whieli 
they had lost in S(?|)toniber, 1915. Here the 
Fremdi line formed a salient, and tlu^ Germans 
attacked over a front of mile and a half* 
The main attack was niado on Maisons de 
Cliam])agne and Hill 185, and was sueeossful 
to a depth of about. SOO yards. But altliough 
the French lost some 900 prisoners their lire 
inflicted very heavy losses on- their opporu'iits. 
The next day the fight iiig died rlown, the 
Germa-ns not persisting in their infantry 
attac’ks, though tlu^ artillery duel was con- 
tinued with considerable "vigour by both sidrs. 

February 10 also marloMl a considerable 
minor gain by the French in Alsac(>, at Amertz;- 
willer, where they i)enetratod a salient in the 
G(*rman lines and almost (uitirely u necked the 
emany’s d( ‘fences. 

The middle of the mOnth past, the situation 
on the Western front took a juore acti\e t urn. 
Thu largest operation uiulertalani by the British 
so far in the New Year was coinmeiu*^^! on th(» 
17th. Its objeeX was lo gain tht^ high groiaul 
at- the northern end of the spur which bom 
Courcelette came in a northerly direction, d'his 
would give a good range of observation, over the 
upper i)artof the Anc re valley, whore there were 
many German batteries defending tlm ground 
about 8erre, and w ould command the a])prt)achcs 
to ^Nliraiunont and Pys from the south. A 
setrondary attack was at the saiho time to he 
mado against a portion of the 8unken Road on 
the eastern crest of the second spur north of the 
Ancre, with a view' to obtaining command of 
the approaches to Miramnont frQtn the west. 
Both attacks were begun at 5.45 a.m. in very 
imfavourabl^ conditions of darkness and thick 
mist, while the ground made very heavy g<diig 
owing to the thaw' which had set in. South <»t 
the river our troops ponotrated owr half a mile 
into the German defences, tlio loft reaehiug 
w'ithiii about half tliis distaneo of Petit Mirau- 
mont. Tho right, being met wdtli more resis- 
taiiee, did T\ot make so much progress. Ib'^ 
breadth of front gained w^tvs nearly a mile and 
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.1 half. Oil tlio right liafik of tlio rivor aii im- 
portant posit ion north of Uaill*os<.‘ourt measuring 
over 1,000 yards was captured, aivl the attempt's 
made by the* Oermans to rtH'ovej’ it were beaten 
.,11 with heavy eastialties. Nearly <>00 prisomu's 
were taken in these operations, with many 
iiiaehine gfiiis and tn^n<*li mortars, and the Oer- 
iiian losses in kilh'd and wounded were siw'ore. 

The next day, al 11.30, the Oormans altaeked 
our gains nortli of tln> river in some strength. 
Ihit their efforts were completely foiled by our 
artillery and maehino-gun hri>, and lawau- got 
luvir our new^ line. 

The enemy's raids near hens and (liveneliy 
we repulsed, while ours near Noiive Chapel 
and Phx'gsteort. w’en* very siK'xressful, espeeia.lly 
at the last-named point, where the tJenmiu 
s(x*ond lino trenehe-; w'<*re reaelu^d and con- 
siderable' damagi> done to the. surfaei^ and 
..subteiTaiunui works. 

During the night the hostile tnaiches rVaind 
.Arras and north of Vjin^s .wc're piMic't ral(‘d 
with exei'ediugly good results, while similar 
attempts \)y (ju^ (‘iiouiy south of Vpres wert* 
all stopped, as were his eount<‘r - attacks 
against th(‘ [losition we had won on thi^ spur 
a.l)ov(^ I IjiilU'scourt . 

'File high gi’ouud lu're is but a little Jowaa* 
tliaii tliat iibout 'Pliiepva.1 on the south side of 
the .Vnen\.a.ud is tlie same height as t ha.t of 
St. J*ierrt»-Di\ ion. 'Flie Aucre valley is iiippisd 
ill from .\lberl to Irli's by hills some 120 tVet 
oil an a\(‘rage ahovci tlu' ri\'er. 'riiis \ alley 
w'.is strongly defended, and heiiec* it was betlxi* 
to capture tlie higher ground on either ba-nk 
and thik^ turn the lower ba.rrii‘rs wdiich w'ould 
have been diflieult to force by frontal attack. 
It was tliLs policy which had dictated the 
movements of February 17 IS. 

ddiese operations did not prevent the coii- 
tinuance of the artillery .struggle, which was 
s(wa‘re in the u(*ighbourhood of Ypres, on the 
Ancre, nn<l at llouehavesnes, on the IJapaume- 
JV‘ronne roa.d. 

During February 10 and the subseipieiit 
night tlien* wa- infantry fighting south of 
Sonche/., and the (Germans after a very .severe 
bombardm(*nt, which eauseii great destruction 
to our. works,* attaekixl an<l carried one of our 
posts at Le 'rranshry, on the road to IVronne. 
On the other hand, during tlie night ( I9th -2()th) 
the British made .siiccossful incunsions into tlie 
enemy’s lines east and south of Ypres, iii- 
flietmg considerablt? loss on his troops and on 
liis defeasive structures. 


A.S is well know n; the ( lermau. ofheial coni- 
inuniques had long presontixl the most delilierate 
travesties of indisputable fa.et.s. The fol- 
lowing conereto instanei> of 'tho extent to 
which this .system was carried is worthy of 
note. Speaking of a raid by New’ Zealanders, 
carried out on Kehruary 21, they stateil : 

.Stuilh ol Ariiu'iil urtilli'ry 

liim, '-i-MTal Hriti'-li cpmpiiiiif.s ton-oil llicir way into our 
pM-'il I>ii( wi'i't' rfpiilsi'il l*y a .struiij^ c-oiinttM’-olTfn- 
.•"ix**. In' « Ii*{iriiu' up I In* tn*M' ln'S wc toiuul 2(K) of Ukj 
cueiny (hrili-ih ) iload. 

Idle aietual taels were a.s follows : — 

Tlie raid was (Udixerixl by N(‘w Zealand 
troops upon a. front of liOO yards. TIu' (hiiiian 
d'*f(iUM‘s W(‘re piuiet i*a.t('d to a. depth of 300 
yards. Idle New Zealand uk'u nMiiained in t lu* 
Chiiuan supt>ort tn'iielu's for more than half 
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•an hour ajul , did . luuoli destruoiion. They 
found, in*let‘d, the ChTiiian trcilcheff stre\m with* 
(jlerman (M)rpses as'tlie result of our preliminary 
homhardmc'iiti. 

Withoutf^dviiig the aetual fimin-s of our total 
easualth's in killed, missing, and wounded, 
^\hi(!h were iritinitfdy below the figure for dead 
alone hained in the Oerman ofTieial 
it is perteet ly e(‘itaiu that, if th(‘y really counted 
*2tK) (lee.d, srven-(‘igliths of th(‘in were (hTman 
(rorpses. Moreover, our jiieii brought back 44 
j)risoners.* ‘ rnstanees like thc‘se could be 


Ijostile w6rks south bf Armentieres penetrate»i 
to a eonsiderar^)^e depth on a front of abou; 

. GOO yards, many casualties being inflict* d ow 
the enemy.. Near Ypres also and south-east et 
that towm the British ppshtsd into th’e host it 
ivorks on a front of over a (Quarter of a init 
Many Gormans w^ere killed, over 100 prisont r : 
taken, bomb-proofs and mining shafts damaged 
and four machine guns taken^ . There \vas al.^o 
considerable artillery activity at different points 
idong tlio hostile lino, 

*F**brua’ry 22. An unsuccessful attetnpt was 
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• product'd without niunber, but would only be 
tedious to th(* retwler. ^ 

. On the 20th, the flermau tri'iiches near Sadly-’ 
Sa.illist'l, La Bassee, Alessines and Wytschac'to 
W('ri' subjected to' a S(*vere bombardment. 
^ Kurth(*r east, between the Oise and the Ai.^no, 
th**n' w(‘ro lively artillery fire* rtnd some suc- 
c<‘ssful attacks near St. IMihiel, and also at 
AV att.w ilk‘r, in Alsace. In these days there w^as 
no sev('re infantry fighting in the (liampagne 
r('gion, but m. considerabl*' .artilk’ry combat, 
especially <m tiu' *19th round Verdun, and a 
brisk attack on the Barenkopf, near Miinster, 
lU Alsace. . . 

February *2 1 was marked by .some succe.ssful 
Bfiti.sli operations (luring th(' early morning, and 
d bring tlu* day a length of Gennan trench north- 
east of Gueudecourt was captured and the 

* Hout«‘r puhKshotl in The Times of Felj. 24. 


inad(' by the Germans to rush the B(‘lgian lines 
iK'ar R-oode])ort, pot far frorh Nieuj^ort. 
Hostile attacks on the east of VermeUes and 
south of Nf'uvo Chapelle w^ere defeated and the 
enemy lost many men 'and some prisontTs 
The artillery activity contiuxied, e.speeially north 
of the Somme and soiith of Ypres, and there 
’was a lively artillery comba.t.on the right bank 
of the ^feuse near Bepper Hill. 

February 23. During the night />f the 
22nd-23rcl the British to the north of Giioude- 
court captured a hostile trench, some prisoners, 
and a trench mortjar. 'rhey also gained ground 
south of Petit IMiraiuiiorit, occupying an enemy 
post. 'J'here was also a successful British raid 
soiithrcast of Souchez, where a number of tlr* 
enemy w’ere killed *and Ins dugrouts dainaged- 
German attjrxclrs east of Soissons and uoar 
Bezonvaux ’W('re defeated. 
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A French advance soi»th-we?it of the IVlalan- 
(•*iirt Wood and east of Mouilly qii llie lioights 
the Meuso secured a few [prisoners. In the 
Vosges a French detachinejit penetrated the 
Dioniy’s lines north of*SiiC(‘ones. 

It has-been seen earlier iu tliis chapter that 

i lie Gerrnans boasted loudly of the otHeacy of the 

positions which tligy had tlirown up iiniue- 

(liately behind the line captured by the IJritisli. 

oil Uie Thiepval-Morval Ridge and on yVe banks 
■ . • 

of the Anere. On Fe})ruary 20 the Narlh 


given up gave us a dominating position over the 

• country across which we now liad to advaiu^e. 

Obsorvatitms of our aihiiou slunvcd on 
February 24 that the (lermaii'^ ha 1 liegun tls'ir 
retreat. The positions at .Pys, Mirahmont and 
Serre were huind to be ahandoiuMl, and were 
hnmediately oecupuMl by o\Lr froops. TJiey 
w(*re iM'tlring, in accordance witli their plan, 
to an even strongta* jxisition from -wl^ich 
we, in accordant' with our plan, uere in*, 
thie course t(» expel lht*m. Ilie movement 

• was extolled as a prodig>’ of. stratc^gic capa- 
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Oernuin Gazette explainetj Jhat “ for five weeks 
tlie Engli^h^ h^ve been trying to advance 

their front on the AnCre Tlie successes 

won bear no proportion to the exj)enditure of 
strength involved. . . . Even neutrals 

say that the^ English f.actics of the last few 
weeks have not hatl the slightest effect on tho 
situation here, much less on tlie whole Western 
I^T’ont, and have been in vain.” ,We. are justified 
ill saying, therefore, that the Germans eOn- 
‘'idered their position inexpugnal:)le. Yet 
.wliilo they were thus boasting as to (heir ability 
to hang on and oiir inability fp go forward, their 
higher leaders had determined to abandon this 
wonderful position and had already come to 
this resolution in December. The contrast 
Ijetween their vapourings and their deeds needs 
no eiiiphasis. We did not undcrval.uo their 
decision ; the occupation of the high ground thus 


bility wliicli could only IuIa h(*en designed and 
carried out. tliat military g(‘uius ■ H indcu- 
burg. Tho real reason for the rearward move- 
ment was a veuy simple on<x had tlu'ust^ 

the Germans hack from the ridge from Thiepval 
to Morval, and had, advanccil a ronsiderablo 
distance beyond it. 'The ground wo thus held 
threatened the rear of the German trenches cm 
the liorHi side of tlu^ Ancre ; tlie German leaders 
tlu^refore thought it prudent to aliaridori. th(^ 
wondorful line wlueh'they had proudly hoiwtcnl 
would stop all further attack, 'rhoy left it 
becau.se they had to. Their own acx*ouiits of 
.the ■movement- s tat o that “ diiring the Ht?cond ■ 
half of Fe^iVuary the demolished German posi- 
tions on the Ancre sector were methodically 
ev^acuatecT for t^trategical . reasons.” “ More- 
over, tlie trenches were so ovei;Vvhelined by 
the Briti.sh fire that they had hoeorne unteri- 
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ahlu,” Tlu'y add 1h»i< <}i<? withdrawal of Uio 
liiu‘ was carritMl out uiio])S(‘rv(Ml hy tho British, 
iMid without loss ! It may hon^ ho roinark(‘d 
that it is always ^ood strat(*^y to ahaudoii a 
position whioh oaiuiot ht^ !u‘ld. 

.Tt is of coursir oouimoii knowlod^a that 
IVussiaiis tlod from Saalfold, from .h*na and 
AuorstcMlt ill ISOt) for “ strato^i^io, reasons." 
So tlioy dill on many occasions under Kredt?- 
riek thc^ (treat, from Kolin in 1757, from 
Kuiiersdorf iii 1751); and laterdn eonsiderabk'* 
numbers from I^i^ay in 1815. , Tlie future was 
likely to show otlua’ instances of this I'ssentially 
(Jerman form of high military genius. For 
once the (ha'iiuin feels himself benten he has the 
habit, of (;rumpling uf),* 

• It is true that the (Jeniiau ndreat liad not at 
first been remarked. For tliis there was good 
reason. Tlie hard weather (‘arlier in the year 
luul.mueh faeilitatisl the withdrawal of their 
heavy guns and a great deal of stores under 
cover of darkness from the rearward ])ortions 
of tlie positions lield. 'Tlieii wlaai tho more 
visible parts ^ of t Iw' ret reat were begun 1 he 
misty damp , weather liampered our aviators 

* Althoii;^'h 1' ri it'i ifk wdn in thi^ Suvimi 

^ I'Mis Wnr ftiis Wiis hirijclv iliu* to tliu iji(>t>ibp(>tfnc-y of 
hi'< opponcnl'!, llo won iminy victorio.s hut .<ufTi'nMl 
t n'ijiient th'lcat-*. I !u* rcloliratiHl I'^ronrh \vritci\ (JnilM'rt, 
who wroto .it ttio v«ul «»f tliu oi^luoiMith ounliny, snid of 
liiin : * W tlu* Kinj^ I'f coiiKt inatuoiivn* 

lio was Alnuist alwny.s wlu'ii i’oiiiik'INmI to 

fi^dit he was hoaten.” fincml ,/p /«-// 7 H. ..p. 7S') 


and preventcvl them from carjyiiig out observa- 
tions. But the retn‘at was by iiy means ended 
when it was observed on .the 24th, and from 
that time onwards our troops were in constant 
contact with the enemy’s rearguards and a good 
(leal of smart fighting took place, without/ how- 
ever, stop])ing the rising tide of British success. 

When th(< retreat c*ommen(‘ed the (iermans 
proccMMled to loot all they could and ruin all 
they could no!t carry off. Bank strong-rooms 
wer<‘ brok(*n open, cash and private .«ecuriti(‘s 
tak(‘n as at Peroiine and Roye. 'I’hey w(‘n‘ 
not able to reim^ivc' all the inhabitants, but tin V 
removed all the male!? who could (n*k_, and movt 
of the women, especially tho ones, 

leaving but a few lialf -starved wretches, to 
welcoihe tlieir deliverers. Tliey stole tli(‘ ( V- 
ccllent llom* provided by the American Relu'f 
Committee for the civilian population, substi- 
tuting for it (sometimes) their own N\retch(‘d 
stulY. They blew up their mining gallerio!-, 
and ammunition dumps when they were not 
ixble to firer away, all the ammunition th('re, 
they wrecked everything they had time *lo 
wreck, whole villages or single houses, faniis. 
and farm implements, trees, orchards, road^ 
wen^ all alike destroyed. Whenever tine 
allowed they carted off valuable furniture and 
objetft d^arL If it did not they destroyed or 
burned them. They vented their .^rage; oil 
ancient ihonumentss like the Chateau of Coucy. 
The • famous clock tower of Bapaiune wa- 


361 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


destroyed, the church tower of Irle^. the church 
of Achiot-le-Petit demolished s iu short, if 
iwiy building of note was left it was simply 
hecausc the German savages liad not time to 
accomplish their fc‘lo*n work. Cemeteries with 
their monuments w( to si flashed to atoms, even 
the vaults of the deiul were not respect ed. Thf*y 
were frequently broken open, tlie cottins burst 
asunder, and the very corpses torn from them. 

The arrange! nonts for tlio retreat werti well 
considered. Tt vvas (‘overed by a seriei^ of 
securely ensconood infantry posts amply en- 
dowed with macliino-giins. These posts w(‘r(» 
composed of specially selected troops \vho wito 
ip constant communicatioh with tlu* main 
bodies of the roarguhrds covering the retreating 
columns, . They wOro instructi'd to hold out 
to the last moment possible, and could be, and 
were supported when it was necessary' to gain 
time* by a rnoi;e powiTtiil resistance*, by 
strengthening detachments. iS’ot unfrequ(‘ntly 
counter-attacks w-ere used to delay our adva,nc- 
ing troops, and ev’ory device was employed to 
• check the latt(*r. There w(*r(^ mines craftily 
(constructed to go off when trodden on or tired 
by a trip wire, and bombs ])la(red in positions 
where (h(‘y would explode on being touched. 


XuiiK'rous- snipers w(‘r(' left behind, but the 
end of these was a short shrift when they were 
c.aught.. 

February 24.’ The enem^w on the 24th Udt 
many important positions on both Imnks of 
the Ancre. Th(^ Hritish progresst‘d south and* 
south-i'ast of.Mirauniont on a front of a mile, 
and (Altered Petit ^liraumont. 

More to the north of the Somme fighting the 
(k‘rmans took a lh*itisli post west of J^ens, 
but wc're at once driven out by a counter- 
•attack. There was considerable mut ual- artil- 
h'ry activity at intervals during th(< night of 
•the 23rd 24th, and on the 24th on both banks 
of the Shmnui, soutli-west. of Ai*ra.s, and south 
of Ypri's. A Rritish ra.id ^^•as also successful 
east of Vic!rstr^at (south of Ypress) on a frruxt of. 
ohO yards ; 5.") prisoiu‘rs and one machine-gun 
w('ro capturi‘d, and sevxaal dug-outs, a mini^- 
shaft, and tlinn* machiiK^-guns w(a*o d(\slroy(Mi. 

Kt'liruary 25. During the twtaity-four liours 
to U p.m. the (wany (‘outinu(*d to yichl ground 
along the Alien*. M(*eting with little oppo- 
sition, small bodic's of Ihitish troops pushed 
forward on a widi^ front, and by the ev(*ning 
the emany’s first system of def(‘nc('s from tlw 
north of Gueudeeourt to \M*st of St'rn*, includ- 
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in*' Luis(^nl»of farm, W'jirlriicoiirt-Kjuicoiirt, 
l*yH, Miratiiiiont, l^oaun'^anl Dovecot aud 
Serrc \\(*n‘ in (fur |)Oss<‘ssioii. Sf)iiio»oppositi<ui 
was (dlcrtid l)()th» w itli iiiachiiie-^iiu and artil- 
lery lire, hut the.^e Ijeitm a|j]>ro))riutt‘l\^ met- 
achieved no success, and iiillict(‘d hut littU‘ 
loss on our Iroops. , 

J)urin^' the previous ni^lit tlu*- Jh’itish ^ain(‘d 
a footin;^ in the enemy’s positions ca^jt of 
Armenl ieres, hut a liostile raidinj^ party whicdi 
reajlanl Ihe Hritish Ifcncluis north-east of 
^^pr4is <*arly on I la' inorninK “f th(' iioth, uiah'r 

.cover of a heavy })oinhardiiientv wjvs iinine- 
diately driv»Mi out with loss. 

'I'lio bVench niadt' seviTal successful raids 
during tla*. luVdit of lla* :/4th-2r)th in I ho Forest . 
of Apnanout (south-iaist of 8t. Mihiel) and 
north of Ihuloiivillers ; aiul on the evonmij: <^f 
the ^otJi into the (Ion nan iiit(i n«ar Villo-sur- 
'I’ourla) *(( iJiaui]>aene). 'rh(5 French artilh'iy 
was act-ivMj in tla' region of the Mort Homiia\ 
on the left- hank of the Meuse, but elsewhen* 
was !m4. vigorous. 

The ({erinan resistance now began to tighten 
up as tluy reaclaal th<‘ strong secondary line 
of defoiKM', which ran from a jioint in th(' Le 
Transloy-Lonparl- line due wi'st of Heaulencourt, 
*pas.sing in front Njf higny-'riiilloy aiiuL L<' 
Hatcpie to the southern def(1nc('s of Loiipart 
Wood. • . 

'The, advance of tlu* two pno/ious days was 
continued on tlu' 2tllh on both hanks of th(' 

. Aiur4‘. (f)ur. liiu' ext^'iided over a, front of 


about elov<‘n iiiiles from ea.st of (4ueudocourt to 
south of (Jonu nocourt, and to a depth of two 
miles through the old ( Jorman front, 'j’ho British 
liiwl reached tlio outsldrts of Lo Barque, Irlest 
and Piiisift i -au-Mont. 

The British 'raided the (German trenelitvs 
north of Arras aiuf captured some prisoners, 
and ^luring night of the 25th-2()th, west of 
Monchy-au-Jh>is and west of Lesns, and here 
also jjrisoiu'rs W4^ro taken. JJuring the 4 lav 
hosl^ile artillery was more actiye than iisiia'l 
south of the Somim' and south 4)f Ypres. 
British dealt t'fft'ctively with the Gorman guns 
and pfKsjtions at a number of points. TheiM^ 
was als4) a n^awaktuiing of Imstilitit'-s on tlu'. 
Belgian front, where a considerable bombing 
engagenumt to4)k place at Sti4'nst ra4'te an<l 
liet Sas l)otli 4)n the 24111 and 2()th. 

The Frtuicli artillery destixyed German 
4)rganizations in Ih'lgium in, the r4'gi4>n 4)f the 
l)une.s, ami to tlu' (‘a-st of th4^ Malancourt 
\V4>4)d (Verdun front). There was ji4s4) a suc- 
4*essful Fixuich attack 4)n a (h'rma-u. J-alient 
n4)rth of M’iihure. 

•The lu'xt day (F('b. 27) tht' British mack' 
further i>r4)gress north. ami south of the Ancr4‘, 
having eaptur4'd hi' Barque 4luring the previous 
night. They occu])i4.'d Jiigny, and 4'stablished 
lhemseh4's in tht; W4’!st(*rn and nortluTii deferuM's 
of Puisieux-au-Mon(, 4lriving tlu' G(‘rmans into 
tli4‘ir ’last str4>nghold lumnd tJa' VdiuTch and 
4‘\t4*nding our front ck'se up to Gomimu'ourl . 

A V4*ry sn(‘cossful ni,id was rnadt^ east of 
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Aniu^nt leres, on a front- of 1)00 yards. Our 
tiH)ops penetrated to the tliird line of (ion nan 
• lefenees and did mu«h damage, and drt»inaged 
^vorely the enemy’s worlis. /XjioUior 
•Ih'itish raid took plaoe south-wetit * of Lons, 
\vliero dug-outs and machine-gun emplace- 
uionts wore destroyed. Artillery activity con- 
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THE CHATEAU OF GOMMEGOURT. 

tinuod on botji sides north anti. south of the 
Somme. 

In the Champagne district and also in tho 
Vosges there wore a lively fire of artillery and 
sonie suc(*essful FrtMieh ‘raids, '^the Cgrman 
•otrieial romytum ufuS for tlxis <late runs as hallows : • 

Nnitu*!'oii> attacks wi-ro inadt’ by th’o British on oiir 
IroTit hi't wi’oii V]>rt‘s ami tho St»inn.o, but in ono only 
wort* tln'y .^ncccs.^lul in iviuhiiif' our tronches. 'I’ho 
emnny who (uiterod our linoH oast of Arras was ropulsod 
by a coiintcr-al tack. In a few sectors only the artillery 
tiro NV'as h(ni\ier t!i%n usual. ^ 

lOveniijg Beport : At a lew points of tlio \\'’o.stom front ’ 
there was lively fiifhfiunr activity at iniorvals. 

Tints it will he .s(»en tlie Lritisli ad\:anc*o 
‘^nd the ( iCrmau retreat wore equally' ignored 
ill tlie informationussiied to tJie German people. 

The* llritish adVaneo continui'd, and diirinp 
the night of tl^e 27th-28tli they occupied (;lom- 
mecourt, pushing forward a thousji.nd' y'anls to 
ilie north-east of this village. On the niorning 
of the 2Sth'the Tlritish stormed a section 
of enemy trench north-east of Sailly-Saillisel, 
and took a maeliino-gun and *85 prisouc^r'^'. 
'riiey^ fdso took 'J'illoy and (completed the capturt^ 
•of Puisieux-Au-^Tont . togetlier witli the trench 
systenis adjoining tln'in. British raids Jn thp 
ncighbonrliood of; Cder\' r<‘ach(‘d the enemy’s 
second line, and some prisoners were thkerx. 
Odmmecourt w as one of the points which wo 
failed to hold in the attack of July 1, 1910. It 


had been taken bv some of tlie T.ondim Eatta- 
iioiis, who held on grimly till an ovi'Twhelming 
artillery fine cbnipelled them to fall back.. 

During tho mouth of February' the liritisli 
had captured 2,1 ‘13 Cerinan prisoners, including 
30 ofliecrs and many guns and maeluuo-guns. 
They had gained or had liad aliaiidoned to 
them Ligny, Thilloy*, Le Harque, Warleneonrt, 
Fys, IMiraiimont-, Petit Mivaumoiit, (Iraud- 
court, Puisieux-au-Mout, Serre and Gomme- 
court . 

Some time late in Fi'bniary thi> British h^id 
taken over a ‘ cousidt‘rahIo portion of the lino 
hitherto held by tlie Kreiieh, and our position 
was exteiuU>d to Koyts mukiiig tlie total 
length of our front 120 miles. • 

Alarcli 1. '^riu' (Jermans eonlim*(*d tb(*ir 
retreat follow'('d by tlu^ British. Ihit the ad- 
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A CAPTURED GERMAN TRENCH 
IN GOMMECyURT, AND THE RUINS OF 
THE CHURCH, 

vaiice was limited to a hnvultli dt onc-and-n- 
half miles and to ^ depth f)f 0(K) yards. .Soiilh 
of Souchez and also north-ca.st of Giveiu*liy- 
La Bassee, Britisli raiding parties entered the 
German trc*nclies and took some prisoii(*rs. 
On tla* other band hostile raiding parties 
during the night f)f PVhruary 28-March 1 
entered the British lines near Ablaincourt and. 
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Kanooiirt and (•a|>lur<‘<l a few [nisoncTs, }>ut (lt*f(‘ati*(l. TIi(‘r(* was still a coiisidfrabl*^ 

vv<*nj soon driv^on liack. "I'lirrc w as (•<aisid('ra.bl<* aiiiouut of Gennan artillery available against 
artillery aet ivily ab«>tit \'pres.* • our front line, as was shown by the battei*ing 

During tin* niglif (Mareh I) and tlie n^xt of Sailly-Saillisel, and by wav .f)f div(‘rsio^ 

day then* were several small ene»)unlers on the against Arnientierc's and ^'pn's. 

yreneb front in the Argoime and flie ('ham- On ^lareli .‘i tla* enejny displayed a littlr^ 

pagne a.nd soinf artillery firi*, but nothing of more energy in bis resistanee to tlu' Jh'itish 

speeia.1 note. ad\a.nee, throwing away (piite iiseh'ssly in 

'i'lie next da\ 1 J»e Ihitisli further [)rogrt*ssi*d fruitU'ss enunter-at taeks the lives of many of 
north of tlu' W^irleneourt -Kaueourt roa.d and his mc-n. Thus aji at t (aiipt against our position 

north-west of I ’ui^:ieux-au-!^lont. The Geiiuan north-east of (.hieuch'court was stopptcl h^ 



BOOTY FROM rH.LOY. ^ 


reai’gu.‘’.r<ls nuah’ sevei’a.1 eounter - at t a.eks 
a-uainst Ih’itish a.dvane<‘d ]>ositions, notably 
north-east of ( hi(nid(M*ourt a.nd north-west, of 
fjigny-'rhilloy, but a.ll were repulsed. '^Plie 
eapturt's on the Anei-e in tln*se encounters wen* 
1 2S pris« >nt*i’s. threi* ma.ehine-gu'ns, a.nd four 
trench mortar’s. Nor weri* our ti'oops idle. 
Along other parts of our line they ra.ided the* 
(Jei’inarr ti’enclu*- laar Angi'<‘t ('a.lonne, and 
rrorth-ea.st oi Loos and ti)ok soim* pi’isoners. 
A r’aid made <m our I I’cnches during the night 
1st -2i>d south-east of Ivuclincoiirt \\ as easily 

* It Will 111’ ii'im iiiluM'i'il llijit <iiir lino i'ormoil 

a Milioiil pnijorlitig into th ' (lornmn afid it will 

1*1' oii'-ily that "it was noco'^sary to keep oiioiny 

po'-itioiis thi'i’i' iiinh'r fit*' to ilamago tlioin as much tvs 
jiO'.'.ililr aii.l rliorU ^ely loiulonox tii a-sniilt our works, 
tli'oci* the I’req'K'iit allnsioti to arnlloi^N activity in thii? 


artillery barrage aiiid rifle fire. Tlu* ( Jeniums, 
howc'ver, rushed two British pr>sts noiAh-west 
of Royt*. Idle Ih’itish made further ])rogi’ess 
north of l’uisieii\-au-]\ront and ea.st of (Jomme- 
eonrt , a.nd llu'ir lint* w’a-s ailvaiiec'd on a. fi’oiit 
of nearly fivt* mih*s for about ;|()0 y5,ii(ls. the 
rekitively >smit.ll distance being diu* to the 
stubborn resistanee of tlie (‘nemy. A bombing 
a.tta<’k drtivi’ tla* British out of a tri’iieh f*iist 
Sailly-Saillisel, but an immedia-te* count er- 
attaek soon rernivered the gi’ound lost. A 
somewhat energt’fie aftem[)t on the British 
line east of ( Jivenehy- LaBa.ssee was also stopped.* 
. In the morning of ATareh 4 the Jh’iti.-h r.t- 
tacked and ca.])tnred the enemy's front and 
support lines east of Bouehavesiies, four nhles 
north of B6ronne, on a front of 1,200 yards, 
taking 173 prisoners and throe maeliincvguns. 
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Diiring tlio day tho Gfrinani^f iiuidf' several 
(•Dimter-attaoks, all ,iins\iccet>bful. East of 
( ;oinineoourt the enemy also yielded ground, and 
tho Jlritish gained an avthago depth of 1,200 
yards on a two-mile front. The t-oll of 
prisoners >v.ivs 100, \Nith live maeliiiu'-giins 
and two trench mortars. 

On tlie French front tht're were mtiny minor 
engagements and a eonsulerable artillery 
struggle at int(‘r\'als* along tJio whole line, 
including Alsace, 


enemy in the region of the Caurieres Wood 
increased in intt'nsity, and at 4 p.m. a vioh nt 
attack was made on a front of. about two niil(‘s 
between the Chambrettes h'arm and Bc'zonvaux. 
Between tl»e Caurieres Wood and Be/onvaux 
repf'atc'd enemy elYorts failed, l)ut north of the 
wood tin* enemy gained a foothold in a part of 
the Fren<*h front- tn'nelr<'s ; a, 11 liis a.tt<‘mpts to 
p<‘n<*trfite inio the wood itself \\(‘re r«*pnlsed 
with heaay . losses, a.iMl a \’igorous hrench 
eoiinter-a.tta.ek tlu* next da>' tlirust him back 
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On March a liostilo forces, pro})ably from 
the (h*nnan rearguard, (‘luh^avoured to stop 
‘<‘ur adviiiHU) by an attack on tijo position near 
1 louchavesnes wliicli we had won the day 
before, but wtax* re|iulsed, lo?^ing s(Mn<" prispn»-rs. 
East of Gommeeourt the British (‘stal>Jisb<d 
tliernselves firmly on tlie ] positions cap- 
tured tlie pre\'ious day. Again round Arra>, 
there wero sueees^ful .I5ritish raids, and 
forty-two prisoners and oru^ maeliine-gun 
wero ta.kon. 

louring tlie night- f>f tlie Itli-ath sev<*ra.l 
Successful little* Kreneli attacks took placj- 
north-west of Traey-leAhil, and in tJie Avocouri 
Wood, near Tj*oyon, and some twent y prisoners 
were taken. On the right bank of the Meuse the 
bombardment carried out on the 4th l>y the 


from a pa.r1 of the line h<‘ luwl seized noi’th ol lh(‘ 
Caurien*s Wood, 

Tht' in*\t day tlit‘ Brit.isli <*on1inu(d (heir 
advance noith-west of IrN's and laa’th of 
Buisieux-au-Mont . l\J!.st- of Boiichav esnrs tlay 
raided thi^ (‘iiemy’s ti’faiches. Th<‘ cueniy then 
n!a,ssed hi-^ troops for a counter- it t aek on tlie 
trenches esi.pt urecl from him in thsit .'^•‘ction on 
lo'hrusiry 1, hut wsis. disp<.‘r.s(*d by the British 
artillf‘ry fire. * 

On the French front the fighting continued 
nipi’t h of the Ciiuijei'cs Wood, tho (^‘riiuins 
end4*a\’f>uring to e.\[>el the French from the 
portions of (he trendies they had reeapture<l on 
the r>lh. But 51.11 the ( hu'iiuin <*fTorts fa.ilec* vmd<*r 
th<* Fr<*neh fire jimi eount<*r strokes. In the* 
region north of Douanmont the a.rtill«*ry 
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carried out a successful raid a^»ainst the enemy’s 
trenches at Quehn(^vieres. Jn tlu* Argonne, near 
the Four- de- Paris, tfieiy^ hl(»\v up i\ jiiine aud 
, occupied the craU'T. There wefe some unsuccess- 
ful • Oerinan infantry attacks, north-east of 
•Flirey, at the Hois Bouchot (north of St . Miliii*!) 
and in the* direction of Ammertz wilier. On thi' 
Verdun front the French battc'ries obtained 
some succt\ss on the north(*rn outskirts of the 
Malancourt Wood. In th(^ Kpar^es Wood also, 
the Germati oi*ganizations wtTO effectively 
bojubarded. Lively artillery fighting took place 
in the sectors of ]\Jaisons-de-Chn.m.pagiv' and 
.Eiubermenie. 

During the night, of the 7th mad(*. a 
Ruccossful foray pear Hiachcs, and the (Jermans 
raided our front ‘trenches ncju’ (’haulnes and 
south of Arras. •In both of these cases the 
n.ttacking side tbok a few prisoners. A little 
further progress was made by tlie British up the 
Ancre Valley. 

Tho French on Marcli S won an important 
success, despite snowstonns whjch made the 
movemont ditficult. '.ria'y r(‘took the greab'r 
•paH of the salient captured by th(‘ eiuMuy on 
b\‘bruaiy 15 between tho Butto-deAlesnil and 
• !MaisoiL^-de‘-jCUiainpa.gne. Tho German position 
liad here a front of 1,050 y^ards and a depth of 
from 770 y^ards.^ Iia.t< r in tlu' day tlu* enemy 
made a countdr-al ta.ck on th(' h'ft of this 
section, but was n'pulsed with heavy lo.ss after 
•.an obstinate strugizlh. The French* took llhi 
prisoner’s. On the-h-ft f)ank of tlie ^leriso tire 
French rirtillcry \M-eck(‘d tho Germaji works 
botvVecn Hill .‘10 1 and the Avotourt. ^Vood., 

North of Wulvergh.om, on Maivh 0, after a 
lieavy'^ bombardment on the previous evening’ 
the enemy laun(^h(*(l tivf* I’anL against tlie 
British trenches and repeatc*d tliij attack with 
four parties i‘arly on th<* Oth. In eaeli ease only 
one party efiected'an entrance ; the enemy left 
some prisoners l^ut captured a few Britislu 
South bf Biaches th(' Brit islr forced •tlaar way 
into the Gorman front line, damaged dug-outs, 
a.nd brought back • some prisoners and two 
jnachine-gims. , 

Tlie French still progress(‘d in tlie Chain- 
pagfic, taking mon‘ trenches north of th<‘ roa.d 
from iliQ Btitte (h>-Mesnil to ^laisons-dc-t 'ham- 
pagne. The Gt^rmans made three deti’nUiiied 
attacks against tho latter point, endi'avoiiring 
to retake the positions th<‘ French lia.(l won 
the day before, but all were dcfeat<‘d with 
heavy loiss. Our Ally captured jn the fighting 
of the 8tli and tlfh over 170 prisoners. At 


various oflu’i* points, lu'ar (’rapeau to the s<)\Ul 
4)f Uoye, in the V(\rdim region, and north-t‘asi 
of Soissons, thi'ce were' raids on the Germai 
trenches or patrol iMieounters which yjeldei 
some advantage to the French. 

Marcli 10. — The villager of fries formed* f 
salient in front of the Lo Transloy^-Loupart 
line, with which it was ebnnectod by strong, 
tn’iielies with formidable- .wire entanglem^’iit 5 
in front of them. It was neiicssarv to captiin 
this position, which stood out from it lik(‘- i 
large rav(‘lin thinking the Lo Transloy -Loupai ' 
line, before’ the latter could itself he ilealt. with 
For th(^ iK’w attack it was nei'cssaiy to firing 
up heavy guns and much ammunition, whicl 
again involve’d ji great di'al of preparatory 
work in the slfape of road making. 'I’liis tool 
tiiiH’, and a wi'ck jiassed befbre all was ready 
Meanwhih’ our operations wen^ limited to the 
<\stablishm(‘nt ot aclx anei’d posts xv liich xve>nl( 
s(Tvo as supporting [loints for thrgn'at attack 
and there was, of course, the usual liomhard 
ment, which grexv in intensity as guns aiK 
shells xx'ero lnuipesl uj> on (ho front. Toucl 
xvas also'kept with tho (‘iu‘my, xvho still eliin^ 
on to this part, of the field. • 

M'hc’n flic day of attack arriveel, March 1(1 
our troops went forward an hour hofore sunrises 
They xvere' eomph^tely suceu’ssful in (heii 
assault, the xx hole’of flu’ eaiemy works roiiin 
Irles and the* village itself xve're eraptured, aiu 
an advance* made* e)xt*r a front threx' miles. 
Four treaicJi ineafars, 15 machine-guns and 
280 prij^oners wen* take’ii. 'I’lic British losse‘s 
xve*re less ’than the* nmiih(‘r of I lie (’iiciny 
e*a|>t iired. It xvas a xve‘ll-[)lann(‘(l and xvcll- 
e*a.rrie‘d-out e)peration, ^^'hlch had the* mOst 
eeiinplete* sne*ce*ss. 

In the* ( -iiaippagne*, during (he* night f>f the 
Otli-iOtli. tlicrc was e>}jstinate^ fighting eiii se>mo 
points of the froiif lictweeui the* ]hilte*-do- 
Me^snil and the^ Maiseins-de’-Changiagne, (lie 
Germatis trying to recapture tho* 1re*ncli(.\s 
ta.k«*n by the Fre*‘nch, xx In) linally be‘at them ba(;k 
and made se>me furtlie*r ])n)gtvss. On the 
light e)f this section tin* (lennan. attempts. were 
ste)i)pe*d hx' the b'rcne*h fire. Similarly, on the 
right hank e)f tin* M(‘use, tin* (leTinans attacked 
the^ lreTie*he*s retaken by the* hn*neh imrtli of 
I hr ( ^liirieVes x\ e)od. The-y^ x\e*rf; e*ventually 
(lefe*at(‘d, although ji.t fiist. lh<‘X had manage'd 
le) gain a feioting. Later in the* day' Miere^ xvas 
lieavy artllleiy fire ahput Si. Ililaire*-Ie-Grand 
and Maisons-de’-(Jhampa.gne. In the* regions of 
Lassigiiy^, (’anny-sur-Metz. and in the VVoevre, 
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north of«lho Hoiy de Jury, thoro wore successful 
bVench raids. 

March 1 1. -During ili' night of the 10th— 
llth. w(‘st and ;iort]i-\vest of I^cns, hostile 
troops massirjg for attack wen' cruslied }>y (he 
Hritisli nrtillery hefore thc'y could adv^anco. 
In the area sontli <.)f .Arras, and ni^ar Anneii- 
t iere.s^ and Vpres, there was (jonsidorable 
artilhay activity during the previous night, 
and on the day of tlie I Itli/ Le Transloy- 

fjOiipart liiif' of (jlernian works was lieavily 
shelled l)y onr art illery. This was so effect iv('ly 
done that Ok* enemy was ol)ligt*d to abandon 
his trenches and fall back on his third 
d(*f(*fu*e system, which <*xt<*nded from Roc- 
qulgny »)y llapaume to Ablainzevilk*, parallel 
to and in rear of the line thus given up. The 
r(*t real involx^ed the abandonmi'iit of Gr(3villers 
and Ijoupart, whieh were promptly occupied 
by our troops, and pr(*parat ions were at once 
begun for an attack on the (.h'rniHii third lino 
of deft*nce. 

At Xouvroii there was great artillery lictivity 
on both sides. On both banks of the Meuse 
there was some artill(*ry action, and an attempt 
of (.h'xmans on tiu* Freiudi lines nc'ar Rezonv^aux 
was ilefejUt'd. On tlie right bank of the Meuse, 
in th(* regain of lk*zonvaux, another enemy 
attempt also cam<‘ to ii'uUght : on the left bank, 
in tht* Forges st*ctor, the French carried out a 
destructive jin* against the Oernian organiza' 
tipiLs, and blew up an ammunition depot. On 
the ri'.st of the front tliere was an intermittent 
cannoiuule, especially lively in the sectors of 
Maisons-de-Champagne and Xavarin. 


During the night of March 11-12 tin* British 
improved their Y)osition near Boueliavesnes. The 
enemy trenches were entered by J3rij:ish patrols 
at some other points in this region, and a few 
prisoners were taken. Soutli of Arras then* 
was a successful British raid. Along the? whole 
British line from Ypros t o tin' Soutli •thaatjtillery 
liro on botli sides was most energel ie. 

The French, in the afternoon, again attackecl 
the German positions to the west of Maisoiis-de- 
Champagne ; they carried all tlio enemy trenches 
on a front *of 1,()0(> yards, (M.pt ured Ifill 185, and 
entered the works on its iiortliern slope, taking 
100 prisonei’s. By tliis advance they regained 
all the ground tlu^y liad lost in Beln’iiary. A 
violent counter-attack irrade by the Germans in 
tlu? evening was drivf*ri back by tho Froncli fin*. 
There were also some successful Kngich raids. 
On both banks of the, Meijse, near Avocourt. 
.Douanmont, and St . Mihiol, there was consider- 
able artillery activity and fliD German bom- 
bardment paid special attention to Soissons. 

The next day tlie enemy abandoned three and 
a half miles of his main defensive line along the 
forward crt‘st of tho ridge west of Bapaume. 
Tho advaneiiig British troops, following on the 
ent^my’s rearguards, drove them back another 
mile and occupied tho village of Grevillers and 
Lonpart Wood. East and north-east of Gomine- 
court, th(_*y also made further progress towards 
Bue(]uoy and Essarts. Tn the preceding night a 
German detachment succeeded in reac^hing the 
British trenches south-west of Neuve Chapelle 
and took a few prisoners. The GennaTis ihade 
another and imsuccessful effort to.rejgain Hill 
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183 but wore unable to turn out the Kroncli from 

the ground -they had won. J^ater in the dav 
• • *' 
the Germans iniKio two violent eoiinter-att>u.*ks 

;i.gainst tlie works eapt ured by tlie Freneli on the 
l»'ft of the line botwecm JMesnil and Maisons-de- 
Cliivmpagni*, but failed to pent*trate the French 
trenches. 'Tht' fight was, however, a severe one, 
and between Kill 185 and ISIaisons-de Cham- 
pagne the struggle continuc'd througliouf the 
night and result t'd in thu French capturing some 
jnoro German trenches. 

During the. night of the I3th-l 4th the British 
raided the enemy s tronclu's east of Armen- 
tieres. Next, day, north of the Ancre valley, 
the British advanced on a front of over oiu‘ ami 
a half mil(‘s south-west and west of Bapa.ume. 
South of Af'luet -le-lV*( it further progn‘ss was 


served as second lines to stop our troo])s if 
they succeeded in jMaiot rating. It was plain 
that the G I'r mans * liked less and less their 
position in the salient betw«>en Arras and Le 
Transloy, as each furth('r advance of the 
Britisl\ threatened more anrl more to turn 
their left flank then*. It was also evident, as 
their preparations showed, that they iiad in 
mind an eventual evacuation of the ‘grt'ater 
salient north-west of BluMins betwi‘en Arras 
ind the valh'v <>f tlu' Aisne. 

The whole enemy front south of Arras had, 
therefort*, bet*n constantly watclu'd for tho first 
indications of any important rearward move- 
ment of the (Jermans, and on INlarch 14 our 
patrols found that- parts of their trenches in the 
neighbourhood of St. Fierre-\"aast Wood hail 



LASSIGNY. 


also made on a front of 2,000 yards and south- 
west of ’Fssarts they took* 1,(H)0 yards of th(‘ 
enemy’s trencht^s. fn the neighbourhood of 
.Maisons-de (’hampagrie tht? French continued to 
make progress notwithstanding tho German 
resistance, 

Karlier in the month certain indications had 
shown the British Gon<*ral Headquarters, that 
the G<‘rman retreat would' be further extended. 
•Tt was also ascertained that the oncniy was pre- 
paring another line of defence farther back, 
which issued from his original defences near 
.^Vrras and ran back in a south-easterly direction 
some twelve, ihiles to Quf^ant and tluiico west 
of Cambrai towards St. Quentin. This main 
lino, known as the Hindonburg Line, was sup- 
ported* by several switches, or flat loops, wdiich 


been a]>andoned. Our troops w(‘rc therefore 
sfmt forwardi ami during the night and th*‘ nt‘xt. 
day took possession of the Wf'stern edge of tlu? 
A\ood, which was complet(*ly 0 (*(^upi('d (except 
for thf' nortli-<'astern corner), us well as the 
westt'rn half of the Moislains Wood, and the* 
German front trenches as far as the north<*rn 
outskirts of Sailly -Sailliscl. Furl her ii. format ion 
fropi tlie front led Field Marshal JTaig to belicv<’ 
that the retrt*at was becoming general south 
of tin' Soiimu*, as t he enemy's li/ie was no long(*r 
held in force, but only by rearguard detach- 
ments. 

Thorctreat. which ha^l originally b(*en limited 
to some 12 miles, was now developing into a 
wide movement measuring 70 miles as tho 
crow' flies from Arras to the north of- Soissons. 
Along the line of trenches abandoned it w'as^ 




370 


THK TIMES HISTOUf Ot' THE WAR. 


• ftorno 120 iniloK. thorcfrm- issued orders 

for i\ ^eric'nil tidv»uiev ou Al^ireJi 17 on tlio 
whole front from tin* soiitli of Arras to the 
Roy^e Roiwl. As the G<*rmans retreated, 
Rritisli and FreneJi tnid on tlu'ir heels. 

Little* n*sistn.ii(*e* was at first of'f<*red hy 
hostile) rearguards, and wliere it took place it 
•was soon e)\ercomc. JJy the evening of tho 
17th (’hauhus and llaptiume had been 

. eaptur(‘d. The latter town hivd boon* coin- 
plede^ly Siieki'd, i>rivate houses anyl public 
hiiildings de stroyed, everything of value earrieel 
off or burnt . Our front d(‘t aehrnents peiic3trat cd 
hu* into the) enemy’s pejsitiejiis from J3ainery to 
Monchy aii Bois. The French, who liad 
accompanied us in the advance, made) equally 
rapiel progr<‘s^{. 

During the night of the IGth— 17th north of 
the* Aun* they ndvu.nee*d e>n a front of more 
than r2 miles anel ai el(*pt h whieth at certain 
points wn.s ove‘r two anel n. half miles. 'VVe'st e>f 
Maisons de (liampn-gne* they 'alse.> made snJ^- 
stantial progre'ss and e*aptur<*d se;v<*ral portions 
of tre*iiehes. (In the* l7tJi, in the’) last -name*d 
se‘e*tor and in the direjction e)f Auborive), a Iiv(‘l\ 
artille'ry struggle* was ke*i)t up. (_)n the* whole? 
fremt ])e‘tw(*e*n Anele*e*hy anel the Oiso the) 
e*m)my, re*fusing batik*, abandoned the linos 
which he* hael be)en holding for more than two 
yi*ars. 'I’he* French adveinccd . dctexchmonts 
«*nte‘re*el Re»ye, close after tho (Icrmaii rear- 
guard, iviiel founel abenit SOU eif the civil inhabi- 
tants left • be*hind by the3 Cenuans, who had 


not *timo to remove them. North-east e>i 
Lassigny the French reached at- se^veral point . 
the Koyc-Noyon road. In Champagne, in tin 
regie )n of Maisons- do- Champagne, and e>n tlu 
'right bank of *1110 Meuse in the Chainbrette-- 
and Hois do-tJauriercs sectors, there, were souir 
what ' violent artillery actions. On • the Jefi 
bank of tho Meuse, in 1)110 Avocourt. region, tin 
Fropch artillery se^yercly bombarded the Cer- 
man lines, 

March 18. — During the night of tlie 17th 1st }i 
two ene*my raiding parties readied the ‘ISritisli 
trenchers cast of Vemielles. Thfe British ^^nd 
French cavalry occupied Xi'sle.* Our me n 
took P6ronne and Mont St. Quentin to 
the north of Beroiino. Pressing hack tin* 
enemy’s rearguards, they established themselv^ s 
along the* western bank of the Somme fcuju 
Peroime as far as lOpeiianeourt to a dc*pt h up lo 
10 miles, on a front- of apj)r()xiinat('Jy 15 inilcs 
front the scai-t h of (yhaulru*s to tin* neighhoiir- 
hood of Arras. During this period, in a<fditioii 
to the towns aliove m<*ntion<'d, tlu‘y gained 
possession - of Ov^f'r Gtt. village.s. North t>l’ 
JViromu* erjuall\’ good [)r(>gn*s*^ was mad<‘. arid 
by the ev(‘ning our t-roo])s entered the* Cermaii 
trenches laiown a.*^ thi* Beu'gny- Ypres Line, 
beyond which lay open comitry as far as tho 
Hindonburg Line. Beaurains,. on the* lift of 
our advance, w'as captured aft('r a- short 
resistance. • . * 

The bridging of the, Souuuc at Brie, w hich 

’*■ 'Phe Frtjrich cavalry joine^ the British at 
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v\as (•omaionood (in tlu' morning of the ISth, 
was a most iin|)(_>rta.nt work for tlio advam^' of 
our troops. It formed a good (‘xampl(‘ of (In* 
natun‘ of tlie wlistacli's wliicli wt'n^ nuM witli 
and of tlu‘ rapidity with wliicli tlu'v W(‘r(' ovta*- 
eomi‘. ►Six ga[)S had to he ])ridged a-cross lla^ 
canal and river, soiik' of them of eonsidei*a.hle 
widtli and ovei- a swift flowing stri'am. 'rii«‘ 
work was cai-rit'd out night and day a.nd was 
exe(ait(‘d in llirtH* si ages. |.5y 10 pan. on lh(‘ 
IHtli the! first stage, footbridges for infant i-y, 
was eom|)lel(‘d. The second sla,i;e, jiK'dium 
typ^‘ bridge's for liors(‘ tra.nsporl a.nd e.i.\'a,lry, 
was flnisla'd hy o ji..?n. on March 20, by 

2 |).m. on Mai'cli 2S, four a-nd a. Iia.lf d.ivs afu r 


riv('r tr.iflic was practically 


(•(mlmuous. 


'FIk' Kn'nch also made* serious pi-ogt'e'ss. Th 
whole' of flit' ground comprised be'twei'ii thei 
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they had been liegun, flic fliird stage, heavy 
bridges capable' ol taking all forms of traffic, 
had takc'n the ])lace of the lighte'r type, ^h'diuiu 
type deviation bridges wore eonstruetc'd as the 
heavy bridge's wt'ro coinmencexl, so that, 
from the tmie tlie first bridges were tlirowii 
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Above, a broken bridge at Roye ; below, the 
Place de THotel de Ville. 

old lines and the ]toye-Noyn)n reiad fre)Fn 
Darnery to tlu‘ Lagny eaim* into tlieir ])ossessioii 
for a le^ngth of three and a half inik's ne)rth-w est 
of Roye, and to eight miles semfh-e'ast of it. 
Thci enemy’s r(‘arguards were' unalilc! to che'ck 
the pursuit, whieli was eoutinued te> tlic' north 
of tlie Xoy'eui roiwl. Ik'twev'rj the' Ann' and 
tlie Aisiie, on a front of eiNcr .‘In mile's, the french 
advance continued during the elay. To the* 
north e)f the Anre tlic'ir cavalry thre'W' e)ut 
patrols from Xe''sle towards the Somme*, whie*h 
engaged the enemy rearguards, Te> the' ne)rtli- 
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east of J^as^igny, up to the eveninj^ of the IStli, 
tlu* Freneli Jiad made an advances of over 12 
miles in dept h in th(’< direction of Ham. Further 
to the south their cavalry and supporting dc- 
tachnumts, following the valley of the Oise 
oe<!upied Noyon about 10 a.m. Hetwe^en the 
Oise an<l Soissons the whol<? of the first (lerman 
line as well as the villages of Carlepont, Morsain» 
Noiivron, and Vingre fell into their hands ; they 
a’so gained a fooling on the plateau to the north 
of Soissons and occupied Crony. 

On the loft bank of tlu^ Meuse the 0(*rmans, 
after a violent bombardment of the Avocourt- 
Mort Homme front, launched a powerful attack 
in the evening against the French positions 
then* ; on the grc?ater part of this front the 
(lerman assault was stopped by artillery and 
ma(!hine-gun fire before reaching the French 


BY THE GERMANS. 

lines, but in the direction of Hill .304 and on 
the edge of the Avocoiirt Wood jjarties of th(* 
enemy succeeded in penetrating them on a 
front of about 200 yards. Lively hand-to-hand 
fighting occurred, ending in the repulse of the 
enemy from nearly the whole of the position 
ho had taken. 

The pursuit of the enemy continued on the 
19th, the British cavalry and advanced guards 
<lriving back the enemy’s covering forces. The 
ground gaineii extended to a depth of from 
two to eight miles, and 40 more villages fell 
into our hands. By the ev^ening our troops 
held the line of the Somme from Canizy tn 
rcronne, and our cavalry and infantry patrols 
had crossed the river at juany points. North 
of Per<)nne our infantry had reached the line 
Bussu. Barastre, Vein, St. Leger, Beaurain^^ 



THE FIRST MEN TO CROSS THE SOMME NEAR PERONNE. 
The photo|(reph shows the approach to the temporary brid^re. 
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while the cavalry was in contact with tho ononiy 
at Nurlu, Bertincourt, Noreiiil and Henin-siir- 
Cojeul. 

The next day a considerable force of infantry 
and cavalry crossed to the east of the Stuiinie. 
A line of cavalry outposts, with infantry sup- 
porting them, was established from Bus, 
through Nurlu, Hancourt to Ciermaino, where 
our right joined the French left, :^^orchies, to 


laid waste, tho fruit trees cut down. Numerous 
villages had been burned to tho ground, tho 
roads cut at many ]Joints, an<l all the bridges 
<lestroyed. Tho inhabitants, without shelter 
and food, were fed by tho advancing P>ench 
trooi^s. 

The French also advanced beyond Ham and 
Fhaimy and occupied a larger numbcT of 
localities between those two towiis. Their 
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SCENE IN NESLE: BRITISH ENGINEERS BRINGING UP PONTOONS TO llRinGE 

THE RIVER. 


the north and on the left of our line, was also 
occupied. 

During the night of tho 18th -lOth the French 
vanguards kept in touch with the enemy and 
continued their advance without a stop. 
East of Nesle tht^y reached the Ham-Nesle 
railway line at sevc^ral points. North of 
Noyon t hey occupied Guiscard and pushed out 
patrols along tho national road of St. Quentin. 
East of tho Oise they captured the second 
German ^ position. The number of French 
townships freed from tho invader .since the 
advance began now reached a hundred. Many 
of these had been treated with tho usual 
bestial German methods, and all had been 
swept clear by pillage. The country had been 


cavalry, operating to the north of Hnm,. 
captured a convoy moving towards St. Quentin. 
To the south of Ghauny their detachments 
reached the liiu^ of the Ailette, and Soissons 
was entirely relieved from enemy pressure. 

On tho left bank of tho Meuse the French, 
recaptured tho ri‘maining portions of the 
trenche.s which the enemy gained on the 18th. 

On tho 20th, in spite of bar! w'oather, the 
British again progressed along the greater 
part of their front of advance south of Arras, 
and 14 rnonj villages w’cro cleared of tlie 
enemy. South of Arras an attemiitod eni^my 
counter-attack was driven off by machine-gun 
fire. This was evidently intended to delay the 
British at the jjoint which formed tho pivot 
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on which the (^jerinau loft was })oing wheeled 
back. 

The French inarle some slight progress and 
always maintained contact with the enemy. 
The advance became harder by reason of the 
tlestruction of all ways of communication and 
of the bad weather. 

The rapid advance of the British had also 
mtid(' it mom an<l more diHic*ult to maintain 
the (‘oimniinications at the pitch required for 
the proper supply of the troops, and tliis alone 
rend(Ted it necessary to proceed somewhat 
more slowly. Moreov^*r, th(i wide belt of 
devastatcnl ground north of FeroTine afforded 
great difiicultics to tho mov’cments of guns 
and transport. To the south of this point the 
Ot)rmans liad destr<.)yed all tho bridges ov'er 
tlio Somme, and the river thus formed a very 
considerable obstacle. The (Jermans as they 
fell Imck gained tho advantage of intact 
communications and more concentrated forces, 
^rhey possessed a new strong lino of fortifica- 
tions from which they might emerge for 
counterstrokes should oijportunity offer. 
Plainly, therefore, further jireparat ions w'ero 
necessary before w’e could advance again with 
vigour. Kspocially was it necessary to bring 


up the heavy gims to batter tho new German 
w'orks before they could be assaulted, and our 
lino north of tho Bapaume-Cambrai road 
between Noreuil and Nouvillo-Vitasse was 
within three miles of tho Hindenburg line, 
which entered the old German front at Tilloy- 
les-Mofllainos. 

It was further necessary to construct suc- 
cessive lines of defence as wo advanced wdiich 
would serv^o to rally our troops if pressed back 
and stem any German counter-attack. All 
these points were duly attended to, but they 
all took time. 

To the north of the Sommo the French 
cavalry pushed forward as far as tho out- 
skirts of Roupy, about five miles from St. 
Quentin. To tho north-east of Chauny their 
infantry occupied Tergnior and crossed the 
St. Quentin canal after lively skirmishes with 
enemy detachments. Speaking generally, 
however, the pursuit had been productive of 
but very slight losses to tho pursuers. In the 
evening the French carried tho Chateau do 
Savrieunois, east of Ham, and the village of 
Jussy, in spite of a spirited defence by tho 
g^vrrison. South of Chauny they occupied tho 
general lino of tho Allot te. 
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A number of local attacks were made at many 
points by the Cerinans ; in particular five sei)a- 
rate attacks woro delivorod on J3eaunictz-Iez 
Cambrai, but all failed. 

In the following days, every one of which was 
marked by sharp encounters in wliich wo were 
invariably successful with small loss, many 
prisoners and numerous machine-guns and 
trench mortars woro taken and lieavy losses 
inflicted on the enemy. 

On the 21st, to the north of Ham, no change 
took })lace in the French situation; tlieir 
advanced troops remained in contact with the 
enemy between Koupy and St. Quentin. To 
the east of Ham the French forced at two points 
tho passage of the Somme Canal in spite of a 
vigorous resistance by tlio enemy. These 
operations enabled the French to clear tho 
north and east banks of tho canal and to £)ush 
back the Germans as far as Clastres and 
Montescourt. Near La Fere the* French ad- 
vanced to the north of Tergnier. To tho north 
of Soissons they ma<le good progress after 
several heavy engagements. 

The majority of the villages which came into 
their hands had been utterly destroyed or were 
in flames when taken. By day the smoke went 
up from the incendiary fires ; by night the sky 
was lurid Mith their reflections. This once fair 
portion of France was reduced to the condition 
of a blackened desert. Wells were poisoned at 
Barleux; at Noyon 50 girls between 15 and 


20 w^ere carried ofl to bo “ oflicers’ ser- 
vants.’' 

Tho British cavalry had many opportunit ies 
during the German retreat of which full advan- 
tage wiiM talu^u. On March 27 our liorsemerx 
made a well-executed charge near Villers 
Faui'on. The Hotchkiss guns were brought 
into action against the front of tho villag(\ while 
part of tho mounted iiumi turned tli(< flank of 
tho defenders by a cutting through whicli tho 
railway frr>iu Boist'l runs. Thus attacked in 
rear, tluHk^rmtiiis nuidi^ no prolonged stand «.nfi 
wt^ro driv(ui back with loss of 2‘1 prisoners and 
four machine-guns besides many killed and 
wounded, 

Kqnancourt was <!aptured by a single squad- 
ron. Tiie front rank in open order with wide 
intervals chargcrl down at a galkjp. Tho 
Germans stood till our men were within some 
four to five hundred yards ; tluai, n 9 t liking tho 
look of the lances, they bolto<l. Similarly, in 
the wood east of Longavesries the Germans held 
their ground for a time. Hero the approaches 
to tho place were ideal for cavalry. Small 
woods hid onr advance, and there was no great 
field of fire for the enemy’s infantry. The men 
moved through the cover in small bodies which 
converged upon the village, '[’here was at first 
some scattered rifle and rnachino-gnn fire, but 
when the horsemen, ^disregarding this, moved 
swiftly down on the Germans they broke and 
tried to make off, but only did so with loss. 
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In these encounters onr casualties were but 

few. 

At the he^^inning of April the British troops 
wore eHtablisho<l on the lino S^loricy, JeancoLu*t, 
Kp6hy, Ruyaulcourt, Doignies, IVrercatol, Beau- 
rains. From Boaurains to ])oignies, where our 
new line jiractically joined our old lino, wo were 
elose on the Hinflenburg lino, wliieh W€is pivoted 
with its right flank on this point of junctiu’O of 
t.h(» old and new Gorman defences. The other 
extremity, Sidency, was also close to the left of 
the Jlindenburg lino, which, it will be remem- 
bered, stretched from near Arras by Qu6ant past 
(Jarnbrai to St. Quentin. Between Sfdency and 
]>>ignie.s the enemy still occupied positions in 
front of his main lino of defence. 

W'lmn Ai)ril opi'iied the British had crossed 
the high road which ran from ITam through 
IVronno and Bapaumo to Arras, and wero 
marcelling eastwards on the line St. Qiientin- 
Cambrai-Doiiai, while tlio Fren<*li wero i^ushing 
forward on St. Quentin north-eastwards up both 
banks of the Somme canal, in the triangle of 
Ham-St. Qiu»ntin-La Fore. Our Allies had 
already severed, between St. Quc^ntin and La 
Fchv, one of t lui two most itiiportjmt of the pre- 
war railways — vi/., the La Fere-St. Quciiitin- 
( 'ambrai- Valencies in(‘s -Mens railroad — by wliicli 


the enemy’s army on the Aisne largely drew its 
suj^plies, men, munitions and food from 
Germany. From St. Quentin to Cambrai this 
line bent eastward and, along the chord of the 
arc wliich it follows, ran the canal connecting 
the Somme and • Scheldt. West of the canal 
and crossing it at Marcoing another railroad 
joined St. Quentin to Cambrai. The British 
south of Albert-Lo Catelet were east of this lino 
at most places. They were advancing on 
Cambrai down both sides of the Bapaumo - 
Cambrai Chauseo and w’ere threatening from 
the south the railway which at Boisleux 
branches off from the Amiens- Arras lino and 
proceofls tlirough Croisilles to Cambrai. 

On Sunday, April 1, the British moving on 
St. Quentin encountered considorablo resistance 
at Savy. Tho ruined village was at points 
protected by sovciral linos of wire entanglement, 
and garrisoned by (>00 men, 50 of whom wero 
killed and as mu.ny taken when tho position 
was captured. From Savy parts of St. Quentin 
itself wero visil:)le. Tho church steoplo was 
intact, but the gn^ator portion of tho town had 
been burner I or destroyed by ini!ies. 

Tho next day (April 2 ) French patrols to the 
oast of Savy in the regions of Dallon and Castres 
ascertained that tho enemy’s positions in tho 
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WIKKMRN ON A “DUCK-WALK 

outskirts of St-, strongly hold. 

Kast of tliti Oiso, our Allies both south and north 
of the Aikstto progressed beyond Vauxaillon 
and round Landreeourt. The JJritish north- 
east of 8avy expelled the Uerinans from tho 
wood of that name at tho junction of tlio St. 
Quentin-Marcoing-Uainbrai and St. Quentin- 
Ham railways and captured six field guns. The 
Cerman gunners who had been shelling our 
patrols and tlio troops marching between 
Ktreillers and \'erniand were suddenly fired on 
by our field artillery, and attacked by infantry 
from Savy village. They telephoned for 
assistance and as it did not immediately arriv^o 
they abandoned their pieces and fled towards 
St. Quentin. The Cermans were not content 
to leave the guns in our possession without 
some effort to recover them. On tho night of 
the 3rd -4th fresh troops were hurried out of 
St. Quentin for this purpose. Hut five of the 
guns had been already withdrawn from tho 
wood by our men. For tlio sixth a fierce 
ciniggre ensued among tho trees and shallow 
trenches. Tho Germans put up a plucky fight, 
but were slowly and steailily beaten back into 
the open fields, and the remaining gun of the 
Cerman battery .was then hauled away in 
triumph. 

Mew while the British had made a noticeable 


\Ofprial Mio/ofrriiph , 

I.EADINO TO THK FRONT. 

advance north of Savy W ood bctwctMi the St. 
Qin'nt in-Mai^coing-Cambrai railway and the 
Somme-Scholdt canal. Tri the western o\it- 
skirts of St. Quentin they had carried the 
villages of Holnon, Seloncy and Franoilly- 
S^lency and were within two miles of tho city. 
St. Quentin Wood, Villecholles, Maisserny and 
Bilirecoiirt had also been captured and posts 
established in Teinploux-Le Gut^rard, north- 
east of lioisel, in llonssoy Wood, a little to its 
north, and at Vaucolotto Farm, two milc^s to tho 
east of Heudicourt. Simultaneously tlie l^ritish 
front was pushed forward towards Cambrai froin 
the region of Doignies, south of the Bapaume- 
Camhrai road, to that of Croisillos a little to the 
north of the Boisloiix -Cambrai railway, a 
distance of some 10 miles. There tho advance 
was barred by a chain of fortified villages 
situated on a cross road from Doignies to 
Croisillos, 

On April 1 a beetroot sugar factory outside 
Doignies, garrisoned by half a company of 
Germans, was rushed by a suddcni attack, 
and at t5.30 a.m. tlie next day, without any 
preliminary bombardment, our mem made for 
Doignies. Snow lay on the ground, tho jmddk's 
were frozen and an icy wind was blowing. 
The British were gn'c'tcd with machinc-gim 
fire, but when they had almost encircled the 
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[Anstrnli.'in official phot- gt.iph. 

BATTHKED KOLlJN(5-STOGK LEFT BY THE GERMANS NEAR LE SAKS. 


village tlu* garrison ONplotlc'd four mines under 
Ihe roail\vu.ys and n*tr('at<'d on l)<‘mi<‘f>urt. 
Sevf'ii itounler aUaeks from Hemie(jurt were 
dis|Ma*sed by our artillery a?id a(‘rial maeiiino- 
gun fire. Just, north of l)oigni<*s <.>ii tlio 
Jhipa-ume-Carnbrai road, JiOU\(‘rval with its 
c*]iat('au, h)r months the (l(‘rman divisional 
head<piarti*rs, was ('asily secured, as was 
l^agnieourt , north->\t\st of it. Jiound Noreuil 
and its windmill, defended by, among otljer 
troops, details of tin' IVussian Second (hiards 
Keserve Hiv’ision, there was some hard fighting. 
The South Australians lost 00 and took 137 
prisoncTs when capturing the village. From 
Longatte and Fco\ist-St. Mein, the last-named 
village on the railway, the enemy was swiftly 
expelltMl. Croisilles, north of the railroad, 
and lying in the valley of the Sensck', a 
tributary of the Scarpe, was approached from 
Arras by a siinkt'ii road ; but our field-guns 
posted between Henin-sur-Cojoul and Boiry- 
Beequerello shelled the Germans out of it and 
the village was stormed. Several violent 
counter-attacks support c'd by howitzer tiro 
wore delivered for the rf»oovery of Croi.silles, 
hut finally the Germans desisted from their 
efFt>rts and retired towards Fontaine-los- 
Croisilles. 

April 3 wiis an uneventful day for the British, 


but the Frc'nch after a terrific bombardment 
at lacked tlie enemy’s j^osition on a front of 
about eight jiiiles, lying north of the lino 
Gastres-Kssigny-le-( irand-Btmay between t ho 
Somme eana.l at Dallon, soutli-west of St. 
Quentin and tho Oise. The village's t>f 
33a.llon, Giffecourt, and Ge'rizy, and Hills 111, 
108, and 121, south of IJrvillers, were carried 
and the hold of tho c'nemy on the apex of the 
triangle Ifam-St. Quentin-La Fere was ap])re- 
cialily weakened. J^ast of the Oise an<l north 
of tJie Aisn(5 tho French seized the southc'rn 
and north-western outskirts of Laffaux and 
Vauxeny. As some set-off to these successt's 
the Germans throw over 2,000 shells into 
Rheims. That day • Cardinal Taieon, Arch* 
]>ishop of Rheims, made this entry in his 
diary : — 

JtoT.Y ^J'lmcsdav, April 3. — Intt^rmitlent bnmharth 
intMit <lurincr tho morning ; rontinuons in tho aflomi»on 
10 and inidniglit a shell wrecks tho 

r.]iso of tho t.'lairrnarais Chapel, shatters tho statue of 
tho Sacred Heart, cnislics tho altar, and bniies tho holy 
cit.oriu’ii ainl 10 consecrated wafers beneath a block of 
stone. 'I ho house of tho Sisters of St. Vi?:oent de Paul 
an<l tho Orphanage in the JUio do Botheny uro anniliilatcd 
by 10 big sJioJls, 

Tho next day (April 4) the French north of 
tlio Ai.sne beat off violent attacks south of 
Vanveny, and Laffaux was the scene of des- 
jx^rate and continuous fighting. Moy, on tho 
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west bank of the Oise, was captured by our 
Allies, also Urvillcrs and Oniijics, a village 
opposite to Dallon and on the oast bank of the 
Somme. North of the farm of ha Folio the 
enemy was dislodged, leaving behind him three 
6-inch howitzers and several Aviation Corps 
lorries. Beyond Dallon the French patrols 
entered the south-western suburb of St. 
Quentin itself. 

Nor were the British inactive on this day. 
In the afternoon, amid snow squalls, they 
advanced from Ronssoy Wood on Ronnsoy 
and Lempire, and stormed the. village of Metz- 
en-Couture, north-west of Epehy. 'rhere> was 
also some lighting in the TU'ighV^ourhood of 
Havrincourt Wood. North of (Voisillos our 
line was advanced along both banks of the 
Sensoe and slightly beyond Henin-sur-CJojeul, 
to within 1,400 yards from the lunv enemy 
trenches connecting the Vimy Hi'ighls and the' 
Cerman positions on the outskirts of Arras 
with Cainbrai. Th(^ villages of Ronssoy, Hasse- 
Roulogne, Ijcmpire and Metz-en-Coutur(‘ pass(‘d 
into British hands lietweeii April II and A])ril 5, 
which brought, up our line a bit more iigainst 
tiie centre of the Hindenburg cU'fences. On 
April f) w(* r<*aehed t Ik* western M,nd south-western 


edges of Couzeaucourt and Havrincourt Woods, 
Some hundred prisoners, two trench mortars, 
and five machine-guns had boon secured in 
this region. Further j^rogress was made 
north-east of Noreuil and a (h'rmau counter- 
attack was repulsed. 

One feature which marked the fighting from 
the middle of ^lareh onwards was the more 
open eharactt*r of the warfare. We liad been 
successful in tr(‘neh combats, and were more so 
when the t‘neount(*rs took' place' under con- 
ditions approximating to open fighting. Our 
cavalry had not only liec’n used It) cover 
the advance, but had also taken ]mrt in 
actual battle. The superiority of all arms 
over their opponents was provc'd by the 
fact that th(*y drove the (iermans back, 
and that they did it with exceptionally 
light losses. As th(^ British Comuiander- 
in-('hief justly said in his di.s'patch ; “ "riio 

prospect of a more general resumption of 
op u fighting can be rc'gard(*d with great 
contidenct*.” 

But that was at tlu' Ix'ginning of A}>ril, 
1917, still a distant pros])eet. 

In his dispatch of .him* 19, 1917. whi<*h 
df'seribed the evi'uts narrat(*d in this chaptir 



A “CORDUROY ROAD. 


[Australian official phcto*'r''th. 
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AN AMMUNITION DUMP. 

The curved sections of corruf{ated iron arc used for roohnitf huts and dui^-oiits. 


Sir Doimliis Ifuig rcconti'd liis appn'ciation of 
tho groat- skill and on(*rgy displayod by the 
army commaudoiM iind(T wlioso iiinnodiate 
onk'rs tho operations \v(*ro oarrit'd out. Ho 
adilod that “tho ability with winch tho troops 


in th(' Ancre area wore liandlod by Ch'noral 
Sir Hilbert (tough, and those farther south, 
on our front from Le Transloy to Roye, by 
General Sir Henry Rawlinsor», ^;as in all respects 
admirable.” 



A FRENCH SOLDIER’S LETTER FOR HOME. 


CHAPTER CXCI 


THE SIEGE AND FALL OF KUT : 
JANUARY— APRIL, 1916. 

The Mesopotamia Opebations in 1914 and 1915 — General Townshrnd Invested at Kut — 
General Aylmer’s Concentration at Basra — Prohlem ob" the Relief Expedition — ^Thb 
Battle of Sheikh Saad, January 7, 1910 — “Wadi” Battle, January 13- Mistaken 
Optimism in England — ^Turkish Success at Umm el Hanna, January 21 — Failure of First 
Attempt to Relieve Kut — ^The Scandal of Defective Equipment — Medical Breakdown — 
Terrible Sufferings of the British Troops — ^Vin(u*:nt-Bingley Commission’s Report- 
Major Carter’s Evidence — General Aylmer’s Reorijanization — Attempted Turning Move- 
ment — ^The Second Failure and its Causes — General Gorrtnge takes Control JIis 
P x.ANs — F urther Attacks and Failures — Analysis of thi5 April Fighting — Efforts of 
Navy and Air Services Fall of Kut — The Mesopotamia Commission — Summary of the 
Commission’s Report— Severe Censure The Third Phase. 


C HAPTER CLVlir., entitled “The 
Advance Towards Baghdad,” gave 
an Recount of the nulitflj*y operations 
at the head of tlie Persian Gulf and 
in Mesopotamia during the years 1914 and 
1915. Before going on to <lo scribe the second 
pha^o of the war in these regions it may be 
well to review in a few words the story of the 
first phase, and to show how matters stood 
when the second began. 

Tn the late autumn of 1914, .soon after the 
Turks entered into the war, a British expedition 
from India landed in Turkish Arabia and took 
the port of Basra on the Shatt el Arab, or Arab 
River. The force consisted of one division 
under General Barrett. In 1915 tliis force 
was increased to an army corps of t wo tli visions, 
under the command of Sir John Nixon. It 
then pushed inland up the course of tht^ three 
rivers Kanin, Tigris, and Euphrates, beating 
the Turks in several engagements, until at the 
close of the summer of 1915 a great fan -shaped 
tract of Turkish territory more than* 200 miles 
in depth, and not much less in width, was 
firmly held by British troops. These troops, 
Vol. XII— Part 154. 


it may be observed, were not all or mainly 
Europeans, but in large part natives of India. 
I'lie expwlition now seemed to have fulfilled 
all its objects, which were to protect the 
British line of oil wells on the ^I’urco-PiTsian 
frontier, to win the sufjport of the Arabs, and 
to strike a blow at the Turkish })ower in Asia, 
thus safeguarding Kgypt against attack. But, 
for rc*asons not at that time fully known, 
the British authorities then <k‘cided to advance 
from the most norllic^rly point of the fan, 
Kut f‘l Ainara, on the Tigris, and if possible 
to sf‘ize the great city of Baghdad, a hundred 
miles farther on. General Townshend, who 
had more than once dt^fcated the Turks, was 
called upon to make this attempt with a 
force niimlxTing from 13,000 to 14,000 men. 
He got as far as Ctesiphon, eightc^en miles 
from Baghdad, and there attack(»d the 
Turks in a strong entrenched position, 
the result being that although he took some 
trenches and a large number of prisoners 
he found it impossible to dislodge the enemy, 
and was eventually obliged to fall back upon 
Kut with a loss of over 4,500 killed and woimded. 
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The idea had boon that the^ Turks wore doinora- 
lized by successive defeats, and would make no 
serious stand ; but owing to want of river trans- 
port the jwlvance had berm so long delayed that 
they had been given time to recover, and to 
bring up r(‘inforcemc‘nts. They were therefore 
able not- only to r<‘p(‘l Townshend’s attack, but 
to press him severely on his ret reat. He reached 
Kut, bringing off l,t)00 jirisoners and all his 
wounded, but the later sufh'red grievously from 
insullicient medical arrangements. At Kut he 
r decided to st and his gnjuiid and await reiii- 
forc^ements from Ilasra, wlu^re two or tliree 
divisions were assembling from ov(‘rs(‘as. The 


regarding the mismanagement of the ex- 
pedition, especially in the matter of medical 
arrangements, liad aroused a stron*? feeling of 
indignation throughout the country ; and 
there was a general demand for a searching 
inquiry into the whole matter. 

The present ehapter deals with the second 
phase of the military operations, from the 
beginning of 1910 to the end of April in that 
year, and with the report of a Royal Com- 
mission which was subsequently a2)pointed to 
investigate the various eom]>laints of mis- 
managciinent. 

As regards the military operations, it may b<‘ 




SULIMAN PAK, NFAK CTKSIPHON : 
Townshend's nearest point to Baghdad. 


'Vurks, whos(» numbers had in tlie meantime 
been largtdy iuertuvsed, now surrounded am I 
besieged him ; also pushing on down the line 
of the Tigris and taking up a position across 
the route of any relieving have. Such was tlu^ 
staU' of iiffa.irs at tlu' I'liil t>f lOlo. (Jeneral 
'Townslu'nd had beaten off all assaults, ami 
seiMiu'il a.ble to hold his own in Kut, so that 
almost- the whole of the province which the 
Jiritish ha.d (‘onquered was still in their hands ; 
but he was b<'litnt>d to Jiave food for* a hnv 
wtH‘ks only, and it was necessary, if the situation 
was to be eoin 2 )letely n*-establishetl, that the 
Turks should be speedily defeated and driwn 
back beyond Kut. 

^leanwhile the faihu*e to take Baghdad, ami 
certain reports which had reached England 


observed at tlie outset that the c‘amf)aign of 
1910 was altogetlier different in seojM^ a-nd 
eliaracter from the campaigns of tlie ])reee«ling 
yi»ars. J.)uriiig the first jiliase there wia*e, as 
already shown, wiilely exttaided movtanents on 
three separate lines of advance, emling in t ht* 
eonqiu'st- and occupation of a great Turkisli 
jjroviiKH', and an attenqit at a still moiv im- 
portant conquest far beyond. During the* 
.second ])liase tliere were jjraetieally no extended 
movements. On two out of the three lines of 
British advance — that is to say, in the xalk'Vs 
of the Kanin and Euphrates, the right and 
U‘ft lines — there was hardly any fighting. Dn 
the cH'utre lino only, the lino of tho Tigris, was 
the fighting severe ; and oven hero the area of 
movement was very small. In fact, though 
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<ho losses were heavy on botli sides, (he wliole 
eanipaign resolved itself into a series of attempts 
on the part of the Ih^tish to drive th(> 1'iirks 
out of successive entrenched positions upon 
the river below Kut. These positions, six in 
niiniher, were so close to^tdlu'r that thev 



lieut.-(;hnfral sir f. j. avlmf:r, 

K.G.B., V.C., 

Commanded the Relief F'orce until March, 1916. 

j)ra.et ieall y formed one ; the most advanced of 
thei]i. Sheikh Saad, being at. a distance t)f not 
more than thirty miles from the Ix^sicgocl 
town, as the crow flies, (hougli th(^ distance by 
ri\'(‘r w as p<*rhaps fort y- live miles. 'Idanr s( rengt h 
lay in tiu? sini])le fact that, their flanks were 
covennl by swamps, or by country which could 
b(^ inundated from tlu^ river, so that they couhl 
not be turned without great difliculty ; whih* 
the flat alluvial ground on tin* riv'<‘r banks, 
intersected by countl<*ss irrigation channels, 
could easily l)e corivtTted into a maze of deep 
and sometimes flooded trenches wiiich ])re- 
sented a formidabk; obstacle against direct 
attack. "J'he ])robiem w’hic‘h confronte<l the 
Ilritish command(‘rs in Me.sopotamia was, in 
fact, akin to that which confronted Ceneral 
Buller ill Natal sixteen years b(‘fore. In both 
cases the llritisii had to forces their way through 
a barrier of no great ilc'pth but of gnuit natural 
feitiength held by a determined enemy, and to 


relieves a British division besiegiMl by superior 
numbers. In both cases tlie Ixvsii^ged, after 
beating oft one' or two a.ssaults, had to endure 
rather than fight, tlu'ir main fo('s being hunger 
aiul sickiu'ss. 'I'lu^ ba.rrier in tlu' first east* was 
a mass of ruggevl mountains; in the. second 
<*a.se a stretch of sliojd water and mud. And 
the k‘ss soliti barrii'r [H‘ov('d to be (he stronger 
of the two. 

^I'he (‘a.mpaign bega.n witli (ht^ new \'ear,^ 
BH(». Bt'ton* (hsu'/al 'Townshcjid was eom- 
pkdely in\'(‘sled, on l>e(*ember 7, h<* had sent 
away his cava.lry briga-di*, which maih'* good 
its ndreat down the rivta* as fai’ a.s Ali el 
(Jlierbi, a point ladwetai si'viady and t‘ighty 
milivs from Kut by the river route, <»r about 
fifty miles in a. straight lini‘. 'riiere it lialftMl, 
and was reiiiforet'd by some infantry and guns 
fnan Basra. Th(‘ 'I'urks did not attack it ; 
an<l behind th(‘ sennai thus hu'miMl a eonsidta’- 



major-(;hnkral h. jtj. kf:arv, c.b., 

Gommandud the 3rd Division under 
General Aylmer. 


able })ody of troops was concent rated as rapidly 
as p<»ssibh*, under the eommaml of Major- 
General K. J. Ayhn(‘r, for the ndief of Kut. 
Tliis forc(*, the Tigris Corps,” consisted of 
the (ith Cavalry Brigad(‘, the .‘Ird Division 
under Major-General Kt*ary. and llm 7th 
Divi.sion, under .Major General Younghusband, 

154-2 
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NviOl corps and divisional Iroops — in all per- 
haps 25,000 iiieii. JJu( the divisions were 
not eoinpleto. ’’riK^y liad come from France, 
and had bcicn broken up by tlie voyage. Tho 
oflieer (•omuumding-in-ehic^f in Mcvsopotainia 
at this liiru', Sir John Nixon, was ublig(*d to 
leave th«‘ country soon aft(‘rwards on account 
of ill-healtl). lie was su(H*.c‘ed(‘d by Lieut. - 
(leiieral Sir Merey Lake, (Jiief of the Staff in 
India, and formerly Inspector-tUmoral of the 
troops in (’ii.nada. 


(Jenenil .Vylmcr was an oflieer of engineers 
who had greatly distinguished himself as a young 
man live-and-t wenty years earlier by his share 
in tho storming of tho Nilt fort in. Northern 
Ka'^hmir, for which In' liad received the V'iotoria 
(;’ross. He was then “ an idea! R.F., full of n.'- 
souree . . . not only extremely gallant, but tm 
extremely capable, hard-working oflieer.'* He 
had since scrv'od with credit in varitnis capacities 
finally as Adjiitant-(leut*ral in India, and was 
regarded i>s a bold and scientific soldier, well 
fitted for rt^isponsible command. 


General Aylmer’s position was one of grojvt 
difliculty. There was now in tho country a 
force very much larger than that which ha<l 
originally iiivad(?d Mesopotamia, for fresh 
troops had been sent from India and Fgypt, 
besides the two divisions which had come over 
from Franco. But in the first place the number 
of steamers available for river transport was 
small, such vessels being nec<‘ssarily of a peculiar 
typo and not ])rocurable without long (k'lay. 
They wer(^ nf>t sunicient, therefore, for tho 


concentration at the front (J all the troo))'. 
which might have been sent, still less for ke(';) 
ing so many men supplied with food and 
munitions of war. Nor could the troops ho 
marelied up by road in largo numbers, f<'f 
transport animals also w’ere hard to get Fur- 
ther, the force which could bo concentrated and 
kept supplied was a “scratch** force, hastily 
organised. “ Divisions and brigades, the iiiiit"’ 
of which knew each other and had served to 
get her in France, had perforce been broken 
up to meet tho difficulties of transport on a 
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loiij]; sea voyage. There liad been no time on 
.irrival in Mesopotamia to await l>elate(l units. 
Jii many cases field ambulances liarl arrived 
at't(^r the combatant units.” General Aylmer 
liad to make up fresh formations on the spur 
of the moment with such units as he had got, 
eegiments whieli were strangers to eat^h (»ther, 
under generals whom they did not know. IFis 
artillery was weak, os£)e(*ially in heavy guns. 
His metlieal establishment was not a third of 
what it should have been, and there were no 
Jiospital steamers, so that his siek and wouiulc'd 
hail to depend upon the transport vessels, 
already insullieie^nt m number, and wholly 
unfit for hospital work. Naturally he would 
have £)referred to })ostpone the advanee for a 
time, and get his foree jAro£)erly organi/.ed 
before moving on. lint this he could not do. 
for according to the information then at bis 
command General Townshend was anxious 
both as to the amount of his food supplii's and 
as to the sutficiency of his ammunition in ease 
of delay. It was indeed doubtful whether 
the food of the garrison would last beyond the 
middle of January ; and ai)art from the ques- 
tion of siq)pli(*s “ General Townshend sent mes- 
sage after messages urging the n(‘C(\ssity for his 
early relief.” A furthi'r consideration was that, 
the J'urks were believed to have large reinforce- 
ments on tlie way, and it was very desirable 
to strike Ix'forc' they airived. For these 
reasons (h‘nera.l .\yhn(*r had to make up his 
mind to ad vu.nce early in January, in spite of all 


<lrawbacks, with the force wliich would theti 
be concentrated. Tt was not as large fori'e 
.‘IS he would have liked to have, fi^r the Turk' 
were said to lia\'e a largi'r one ; nor was it us 
thon>ughly equipped in any respeid. as it should 
have b(‘en ; but the need seemed urgent, U!\d 
the darigm* of further delay too great- to fac*e. 

On January J the advanci' began, (teneral 
Aylmer's leading troops undt'r Major-General 
Vounghusband marching forward up both 
banks of thi' river towards Shi'ikh Saad, in 
trout of which the J’urks were said to be 
entrenched. 'This, the most I'asterly of the 
six positions taken u[) by IIkmu, was thi' most 
open, its thinks not. ))eing “^o closely jn-otecti*d 
by marshy ground as t host^ of the ])ositions 
further back. On January fi (haieral Voung- 
husba.n<rs troops, having covered thirty miles 
of flat ground \^e.-^t of Ali el Ghi'rbi. came in 
touch with the enemy, who were, in fa-ct, 
entrenclied astride the d'igris. An attianpi 
was made to turn thi‘ Turkish right to thi' 
south of till' river, but the hostile cava.lry, 
supp<»rted by .\!’a.bs, wcu’e found to be in 
superior strength on this tla.uk, a,nd the attianpl 
was given up. On thi' morning of the 7fh 
(haieral A.\’lmer arrivi'd with the nanainder of 
his foree, aiul a general attack was onlercd. It 
was not an easy one to carry out. J'hi' ground 
over w'liieh it had to b(‘ madi* was ahsohitely 
Hat and devoid of the smalh'st cover, an f‘xpaf»se 
of dry caked mud, ami tlie fire both from guns 
and rifles was very Ijeaxy. Nevertheless, 
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Major -(General Kemball, who eommamled tho 
troops south of tho river, succeeded in carrying 
the enemy’s trenches on that side, inflicting 
great loss and capturing (iOO prisoners with 
two guns. To the north f)f the river (ieneral 
Younghusbanil tried to turn the enemy's 
left, but was checked by counter enveloping 
movements : ami his forc<s unable to carry 
the Turkish defences, entrenched in front of 
them. Throughout the day the fighting was 
very severe, and the British losses wt‘re greater 
than in any battle yet fought on Asiatic soil, 
with tho possible exception oi Ctesiphon. 
'^J’here were 4,202 killed and wounded, of whom 
l.‘h*l were British * officers. On tlie following 
<lay little progress was made, the troops being 
inucdi fatigued by their exertions ; but- on 
January 9 the attack was resumed. The Turks 
then gave way and abandoned th(‘ir remaining 
trenclies, falling back to a second entn‘nched 
position about ten miles distant, ".rhew had 
not been routed, an<l apparently retired in 
fair ord(‘r ; but their losses in the t days’ 

fighting were estimated at 4,000 ini'n, and they 
had been fairly beat<‘n uraler conditions very 
unfavourable to the attar*k. 

. (leiK'ral Aylmer’s forc(‘ followed th<*m up, 
but lu’iavy rain now came on, and greatly 
impeded tht^ pursuit. Tlie alluvial soil on 
both banks of tlu^ river soon becanu^ alm<>st 
impassable for guns and trans[)ort - a s(<a tif 
mud ill which men on the ma-rcli sank at times 
up to their knees, and wheels stuck ffist. The 
troops had to bivouac night- after night “ in 
<lriv'ing rain fni soa-kt'd and sodden ground,” 
and their fatigm^ and <liscomfort may 1)0 
imagined. For two or tliree days after the 
tight at Shtakh Saad any further attack was 
out of the question. Neverthek^ss tho i\4i«!ving 
force had now got more than half way to Kut, 
and within sound of the Kut guns. One 
more successful attack might bring it up to 
th(i walls. Jn his first advance only four 
montlis earlier Oeneral Townshend had taloai 
Kut after one fight, upon the ground which 
now formed tlio main Turkish i)osition, at 
Es Sinn. If that position could be storme<l as 
before, Kut would now be relieved and the 
Turks once more driven away towards Baghdad. 
Tho confidence of General Aylmer’s troops in 
their power to do what General Townshend 
had done with a smaller force was natural 
enough. But tho months wliich had elap.sod 
since that time had made a vital . tlifTeroneo 
in the situation. Not only had tho enemy 


rcctMved large reinforcements - three or four 
ilivisions but they had been able to complete 
and strengthen their lines of entrenchment 
under the supervision of (Jerman ollicc'rf^, 
direct t'd by the well-known Marshal von 
der (Jolt?; and, above all. Nature hatl come 
to their help, for the compairat iv'cly dry ground 
over which 4’ow*nshend haul marched in Sep- 
tember, wlien tht^ weather was hot and thi^ 
river low', had become, uiulc'r the winter rains, 
ai veritiible bog,” with a swift turbid stream 
409 yards broaid running through it aind 
thnaitening to flood (h<* whole country. 

I’he immediate position u]>on which the 
enemy laid fallen back after his defeat at 
Sheikh Saad was at a point where a small 
tributary runs into the ’figris from the north. 
Our people calUnl it the \\’a.di, thrjugh tlie word 
wadi means a valley «)!* st r4*am-l)t*d generally. 
At this time thi' Wadi w'a-s a considerable 
stream, behind which fla^ 4’urks had established 
the l(‘ft of their line, thc'ir rigid <^xtc*n<lijig to 
the south of tlu^ Tigris. On both banks of 
the rivta* thciy wi'n' strongly entnaiched. 
Govering th(‘ir left, to tlu' north, was a swamp 
connect i*d with the W adi ; a-nd covering thoir 
right a stretch <if low-lying boggy ground 
which, if the Tigris rose a little mon*, tluyy 
would b(^ able to turn into a sh<M‘t of wa,t(a*. 
The ilislance from Kut was apparently 
e.bout ‘lo mileis by rivea*, or 2a in a stra.ight 
line, but the estimaf4\s of dista.ne(* giv4*n in the 
several accounts of tlu^ advanei^ a.r<‘ so ililTenait 
that it is not/ possible to b(» <‘xact on this jioint. 
Hc‘n» on ♦lamiary 111 (Jcnera-l Aylm(?r fought 
his second action. “ p(*lting rain a,nd strong 
c*old wind” ha-d jirevaikul almost without 
int4*rmission .>inee the 9th, a.nd the riv’<M* was 
rising fast, whieli greatly im))(‘ded communica- 
tion iH'twei*!! the* two banks; but t hi^ whole 
forc4^ was gratlually concent ratcsl on the* norf ln‘rn 
b.Mik, and on the morning of the I.4thth(^ troops 
advanct‘d to the assault from th<*ir bivouacs 
in th<^ mii('. A frontal attack piniaul th(» 
enemy to thiar tn‘neh(*.s, where they wiax) 
heav'ily shelled by the British artillery anti by 
some gunboats on the river, while a portion 
of th<» British force worked round tluar hJt- or 
northern flank. The adv'an(*e acro.ss grountl 
as flat as a billiard table, and w'holly dtw'oid of 
cov er, was slow and costly ; but IxJore sunsi^t 
it had been pressed liorne, an<l a part of the 
trenches had be<Mi carried. During the night 
the Turks abandoned tho rest of them, and 
on the morning of the 14th the whole “ Wadi 
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])().sitioii ” WHS in Hritish Imrids. Tlio ouoiiiy 
Jjiwl sustiiinod considrraJylo losses ; hut Imd 
iiH^ri^Iy |)rc<ssc5(l })ack, retiring in good 

order, to a fresh lino of tn^nchos tliroo or four 
niil(\s flirt lu^r ii]i tlit^ river ; and tho losses on 
th() Jiriiisli sidi% 1,(>01 killed and wnund<‘d, wi^ro 
gri*ater than those indicted on tho eiu^niy. 

The news of ( leneral Aylmer’s .success caused 
much .satisfaction in Kngland, where the public 
was becoming anxious about the safely of 
Ueneral Townslu'nd’s force in Kut. Unluckily, 
but- naturally enough considering the scanty 
information tlu'n ava.ilabl(s the results of tho 
suciess wvro (‘xagg(‘rattul, and it was believed 
that (ieiieral Aylmer had reached Ks Sinn 
it.si‘lf, only .seven miles from Kut. Tliere was 
much disappointment wIumi it lieeame known 
tliat soiMo twiMily mill's of the river still Ia.y 
between him and his goal. 

'J’he point at which the Turks <kuidod to 
inakc' their third stand, Umm el Hanna, was 
situated at the entrance to a detile where the 
marsbes on the north came down towards the 
river, leaving to bo di*f(*nded only a strip of 
ground less tha.n three-quarters of a mile across 
at its widest ])oint. This defile, several miles 
in depth, could no iloubt 1)0 turned from the 
southern bank of the river ; but on the soutliern 
bank also the Turks had lines of entrenchment, 
and tho country vas very unfavourable for a 
turning movement, as it was not only broken 
by patches of marsh but liable to inundation. 
The attack, therefore, demanded careful pre- 
paration, and the pursuing troops contented 
tliemselves at first with constructing a line 
of entrenchment about 1,300 yards from tho 
enemy’s line, so as to shut him in and limit liis 
power of taking the otTensivo. 


At this juncture, while (Itaieral Aylmer was 
getting ready for another as.sault, the weather, 
bail enough bt'fore, became very much worse. 
I’he wind rose at times to something like a 
hurricane, and the? rain was so heavy that tho 
Tigris ca.me ilowii in tiood and overfiowed its 
banks on both sides. A bridge thrown across 
the Wadi, now' in spate, was whsIkmI away 
sov'eral times, and the work of liridging the 
Tigris itself, here four hundred yards in width, 
was made almost imjio.ssible. Yet it wa.s 
practically hopeless to send infa,nlry forward 
against the trenches at the mouth of the detile 
unless artillery could be establislied (ui the 
.southern bank of the Tigris to support the 
attack by enfilading tire. (Jeneral Aylmer 
had not tho weight of guns to destroy the 
frenelies ; and, failing t ha.t , frontal fire would 
not punish their defenders sufliciently to 
crush resistance. (Juns and troops thi'ro- 
fore had to be got across the river somehow*, 
and as there was no liridge they had to be ferritsl 
over in spite of winds and waves. This wa^ 
doiu* with difliculty, ]>ut it w'as done ; and by 
January Ih all w’as ready on (1 h^ right bank 
for co-operation in the attack. 'The following, 
day was “ devoted to a .systematic bombard- 
ment ” of the Turkish iiosition, iind during 
the night “ the infantry pushed forward their 
advanced line to within 200 yards of the 
enemy’s trenche.s.’* “The troops had suffered 
much hardship from cold and exposure, but 
w'ere eager to go forward.”* 

On the morning of January 21 the assault wa- 
delivered. At .six o’clock, under cover of an 
intenso bombardment from the guns on both 
sides of tho river, tlie infantry on tho northern 
♦ Sir Percy Lake’s lli^!!pat^h of Augast 12, 1916. 
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bank “ went over,” an<i one column, consisting 
of tlie Black Watch, 0th Jats, and 41st Dogras, 
rushed the first lino of enemy trenches. The 
rest of the attacking troops, though they got 
within a himdred yards of the line, could get 
no farther. And unhappily the partial succ-ess 
was short-lived. Supports wore sent forward 
to the column in the trenc-hes, “ but losing 
direction and coming under heavy tiro failed 
to roach them,” Thou the Turks counter- 
attacked, and our men, overwhelmed by num- 
bers, were pushed back from the trenches 
they had captured. After further bombard- 
ment a second attack was made at about 1 p.m., 
and the infantry struggled forward agam 
tlirougli tile ihx^p mud, a heavy rain squall 
driving in their faces, and men falling fast 
under the accurate fire poured upon them. 
This time there was not evt^n a pai'lial success. 
In spite of every efft>rt the assault failed, and 
the attacking troo[>s suffered very severely. 
They maiintainod their tulvtiuced position until 
dark, and then slowly withdrew to the iimin 
trenches yards froiu the enemy’s line. 

They had done tluur best, but the eneuiy htvl 
fairly hold his ground, and for the British force 
the result/ of the ahxy’s tighting had been a com- 
plete and costly repulse. In one regiment tlu' 
only oflicer who came out alive and unwounded 
was a young subalUirn, and the total losses 
amounted to 2,741, including 78 British oflicers. 

No attempt was mad<i to renew the conflict on 
the following da^^ It had rained hard tlu’ough- 


out the night, “ and the ground was still a (piag- 
miro and the troops exhausted.” A six hours’ 
armistice was arranged to bury the ilead and 
remove the wounded to shelter. Happily not 
many wounded were found, for as far as possible 
they had been brought iu during the withdrawal; 
but “ voliicles and stretcher bearers eould 
scarcely move in the deep mud,” and some of 
those who were too much hurt to walk had 
remaiuetl tlirougli the night where they fell. 
These were now rescued and brought back to 
camp. After the armistice there was a full 
coiisiilerat iou of the steps to bo takcwi for 
auotlua* advance. A siugK' <‘h4‘(*k, howevt*r 
costly, was net tMieugh te moke llui relieving 
lorce, or its C 'omnuiiuliM*. give up the liepe of 
serving the l>eleagu45n*( I garrisou. But t lui 
• leeisiou was to wait seme dii\'s iu order to 
give tlu< troops rest ami get reiufore(Mniait.s ; 
and <luring this iiiterv’al (li*m‘ral Aylmer 
nH‘eived m*ws which eoiisidenihly changed 
the silualieii. On January 22 (haieral 
'row’uslHaid ri'ported that by putting his troops 
oil half rations lie could hold out for 27 ilays. 
On January 25 he furtlua* reported that had 
discov'’ered in Kut a store! of food eema'aled 
by the nativi's, an<l tha.t. b\' iiriking use of this, 
a’ld killing his horsi'is aiul mule-;, lu' waaild 
be al)k' to hold out’ for 84 (lays. So far, theni- 
tore, as food supplit^s wen' eone(*na*d the 
ia‘eessity for driving off the Turks without 
d(*la,V no lou'zer (*\isfed ; and. though tlier(» 
might still he a risk of (Jein'ral rownsh(*iid’s 
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Hupply of aiiimuriitiori running short, it bocaino 
opc^n to question whether, in view of the heavy 
losses sustained and othc^r (i()nditions, it might 
not be desirable to put f)IT the further advance 
and tlioroughly reorganize the relieving force 
before trying once more to break down a 
resistance which had provc'd to be so stiibborn, 
'^rhe vitnv taken by the military chiefs concerned 
was that this was lh(^ right course, and that for 
the presiint the aflvancc^ should not b<^ resume<l. 

So (^nded tlm first attempt to relievo Kut. 
It had failed, to the great disappointment of 
the uatioti ; and ont? man in evt^ry three of 
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th(* relieving force had been killed or wounded ; 
but then' was no need for discouragement, 
ddie d^urks had been dri\'<'n out of two strong 
entrenched positions, and though they had 
succeeded in holding the third, they Jiad not 
shown themselves superior, or equal, to their 
assailants. A renewed advance, witli a larger 
and more thoroughly orgaiiizetl force, might 
fairly be expected to succeed. 

Meanwhile in Kut itself the confideiieo of 
the garrison was as higli as ever. General 
Townshend and his troops had now been 
besieged for seven weeks, and they had untler- 
gono no small discomfort and hardship. They 


had beaten off all attacks, but not without con- 
siderable loss ; and they were being subjected 
to daily and nightly bombardmentis which 
caused a steady tal3 of killed and wotmdod. 
They liad some sick, too, and their medical 
staff was over-driven. The heavy rains had 
flooded some of their trenches and shelters. 
It was cold, and their store of fuel had run short. 
On January 13 they had been put upon half- 
rations. And on the 20th General Townshend 
had told liis men that the relieving force had 
failed to break through. But he had told 
them also that reinforcements were on the 
way, and that he confidently expected to be 
relieves I before the middle of February. lie 
had taken the opportunity to explain to them 
that by their stand at Kut they were “ holding 
up the whole of the Turkish advance;” that 
their countrymen in England and India were 
watching them, and that all were proud of the 
splendid courage they h '.d shoAu. Tht^ troops, 
proud of theinsc^lves and of their leader, received 
the bad news without being dislunirtened, and 
with little doubt that flic relieving force, 
whose guns they could plainly liear, would 
soon be with them. M<‘an while they could 
hold on. They were not yet liungry, and 
except by starvation the Turk could not over- 
come them. Their general had added to his 
conlident appeal only one word of warning : 
” B\it save your ammunition as if it were gohl.” 
That they would do, and doing it they could 
last for months. 

It seiMUs desirable at this point to interrupt 
the narrative of military operations in order 
to toiu'h upon a connected question, the equip- 
ment of the force serving in Mesopotamia, 
(jspccially in regard to medical arrangements. 
It has already been said that much indignation 
hail IxH'ii aroused in England by reports as to 
the mismanagement of the expedition in this 
res])ect ; that, in effect, the operations had 
been hampered by n ileficieiicy in river trans- 
port ; and that General Aylmer lia<l been 
forced to advance to the relief of Kut without 
heavy giuis, and with wholly inadequate 
medicad establishment. As the secoml phase 
of the war in this quarter of the world was 
marked by repeated failures, by heavy losses, 
and by great sufferings on the part of the 
British troops, it is only just to them to explain 
in greater detail the disadvantages under wliich 
they laboured from the outset. 

Mesopotamia is a country where the climate 
is exceptionally trying for troops in the field 
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Tho lioat in suimner i.s very groat-, rising not 
iincoininonly to 120"" in tents, vvliilo tJio winter 
months are wet and cold, with biller winds and 
iiciavy rains, and occasional frost. Tlie cliange.s 
of weather and teinpcraliiro are very rapid. 
In such conditions it is ev"i<lent that plentiful 
food, and every possible comfort in tlie way of 
shelter, clothing, and medical care are iK'ces- 
sary to health. "I'he country is also for a 
large part of the year subject to inuialat ion from 
the Tigris and Euphrates, and is at all times 
broken up by stretclu^s of swainp, Tlicre art^ 
practically no roails, and th<^ rivers are tlu' 
only nu‘ans of communicat ion, so that f<»r 
effoctivo military o[)erations ample river trans- 
port is indispensable. And as tho masl(a*s 
of the country are tlie '^Purks, formidable fighting 
men at all timers, doubly formidablo when 
organized and ecjuipped umler German super- 
vision, the best of troops must bo at a grave 
disadvantage in attacking them unless also 
furnished with the most modcjrn equipment 
of every kind. 


Unha])[)ily it soon became only too ck^ar that 
the Hrilisli troops in .Mesopotamia \\(U*e badly 
found in many respects. So long as lliey 
w’ere operating at no great distance from thenr 
base at J^asra, and were not in <‘onfli<*t with 
largo ftu'ees of tlu^ (*nem>% the di'tieiencies 
in their ec^uipment wen^ not so obxious, or at 
least had not such serious consequt*n<'es, as 
wlaai tlu' oiHU'ations developtni. From the 
outset then^ was a want, ot river sl(‘amers for 
transport above Basra ; and it was known 
that the military nu'dieal authorities in India, 
controlling a service* whie*h had bc*t'n slarv<‘d like 
th(^ r<*st of tbe Indian Army by a long-stamling 
policy of military r(‘t renchment , had providiul 
for thi’i mi'dieal neC(*ssit i(*s of the (*\pe<iitiou 
on a \'i‘ry low seah* ; but- for tlie^ first hav 
months the troo])s mimagt^d to gi‘t on without 
suflV'ring very gravedy on these aci’ounts. Tho 
wintt*r climate* was e*nelural)le‘ if not plc'iisant, 
the want of sutlicient rivea* st«*amv‘rs was met 
by utilising cemntry beiats, anel tht^ losses 
were ne>t hea\y enough to bring an int eikerablo 
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Rtrairi on the seanty medical establishment. 
In tlie second year the war, when the original 
force had been <loubled without a proportional 
increase of meclieal staff or stores; when the 
heat set in ; and the advance np ttie course of 
the Tigris and Kuphratt‘s b('gan to involve 
heavy tigliting; then it became no longer 
possible to do with makeshift ar range inonts, 
or tf) avoid n‘<*egni/j’ng the fact that the force 
was in various ways unfitted for the work it 
liatl to do, and certain to siifh^r grievously in 
trying to do if. Kor moving large bodies of 
troofis an<l their supplies, the river steamers 


sev’cral operations were carried out. And, 
though, in spite of all, the troops in Meso- 
potamia succeeded in winning victory after 
victory until in September, 1915, General 
Townshend beat the Turks in their strong 
position near Ivut and captured the town, 
tlic strain tlien became too groat, and the 
defects in the organization of the force bore 
their full conserpiences. 

The advance ujjon Baghdad, the fight at 
Ctesiplion, and the subsequent retreat to 
Kut, were described in a previous char)ter. 
There is little room for doubt that if that 



CAMEL TRANSPORT. 


were wholly insunicient, so that serious delays 
occurred ; tht‘re were no heaxy guns tti batter 
thi^ strong Turkish entrenchments, which had 
to be attackcul without proper preparation, 
and at heavy <*ost ; there were practically no 
aeroplanes ; the tc'uts were, for the most part, 
light single fly tents, wliich afforded little 
protection against the tierce sun; the rations 
of the iiu^n not, to say the least, on a 

generous scale, and tlie want of transport at 
times led to actual shortage ; finally the medical 
establishment was seen to bo cpiite inca[)able of 
dealing with the great number of wounded 
and sick which such conditions were certain 
to entail. 

This statement of the position is, indeed, 
short of the reality, and tone* lies only upon 
the main disadN’antages under which the 


advan(*e liad not b(*en delayed for weeks by the 
lack of transport, the beaten Turks would 
have bc('n routed, and there would have been 
no repulse at Ctesiphon ; but , however this may 
be, it is certain that if propter transport had 
been available tlie sufferings of the troops 
after that battle would never have been what 
they were. It was then that the medical 
arrangements first really broke ilowu ; and 
the story is a pitiable one. A Commission — 
known as the Vincent-Bingley Commission— 
which was sent from India in the spring of 
1916 to enquire into the medical arrange- 
ments in ^lesopotamia, thus describes what 
occurred : 

In the first place, the evidence proves that the casual- 
ties were in fact heavily under-estimated, that the 
medical establishment available on this occasion was 
inadequate to meet the demands made on it, and that 
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tho arrangements matte for eollecting thf> Vv^imdea on 
the battlefield, and accommodating them ]>ending 
evacuation to the river bank, were tar from satisfactory. 
It was very tlifiicult for wounded men to ascertain 
where they had to go for inedit^al aid, and when Held 
ambulances and eollecting stations were found, the 
supply of food, tents, blankets, liot water, and any 
kind of comfort was insuttieient. Further, owiiig to the 
shortage of medicwil ])ersonnel, many of tlu^ patients 
both in the field ambulances near the battlefit'ld and at 
tho encampments by the river bank, did not receivt^ 
proper treatTnent. There was some delay in <*vacuating 
the wounded to haj, where the steaint'rs to convey them 
to the base were moored, and it was not until the 25th ♦ 
that the last of tlie wounded wt‘re removed 1<» this sj>ot. 
In the meantime many sulh'red from exposure, want of 
food, and inadequate attention. 

« « * 

Jn the second jiiace, save lor two motor ambulances 
which were employed with great success, n<» jumper 
ambulance land transport was provhled for the removal 
of the wounded to tlic river bank. There were a number 
of steamers jtt l-aj, soiiu* eight or nine miles from tho 
batth^field, tw<i only of which, however, had been in 
any way prepared for tho reception of the sick. Many 
of tho wounded were, it is true, able to walk or ritlo to 
the river bank, but for tlie conveyance of stretcher e isea 
the two motors already mentioned, and ordinary trans- 
port carts, alone were available. Wi* ha\f aln'ady 
criticised the us«^ of these carts for lunbulance purposes, 
and we only wish to add that <»n this occasion it was 
projiuctivc of intense pain ami suffering. 

* w « 

'Thinlly, the hick of properl,\- equipped hospital 
steaiTUM's proved, as may bo well understood, in tho 
eireumstane<*s, di^^alst rous. In the ab.senee of any such 
steamers .some attempt was made to e<piij) the JHosse 
Lynch aiul the Afosul for th<* eva<Miation of sick and 
wounded to the base, Th(\s(» two steamers were, liow- 
<*ver, only made over to tin* nu*di<’al olhcers at the hist 
moimnit on the i(»uriiey iq», when if was impossible to 
fit them out jiroperly. Th<‘y were airea<ly ]>artly filled 
with 500 sick and wounded who, owing to th<* shortage 
in river transport, lunl not been evacuated to tho base 
before the batth*, in accordance with normal pra<*tico. 

* 'I'he fight was on th(i 22nd. 



INDIAN FIKLD AMBULANCE CART. 


'riie iiiimlx'r of woumled at (’ti'siphon was .‘{.S.'>2, and the 
accommoihit ion. such as it was, which these two sliMiners 
alTonled was insuflirient for a fraction of tiuit number. 
'The ri'sult was that as s(M>n as they wen' filled with 
patiimls, th<‘ rcuuiinder of the woundiMl had tt> be 
•tied ot h< vhich lu lx m 

prepared in an\' way for the rtx’t'ption «>f sick and 
wounded, and many ot whii'h, iiulecd, were not lit for 
passt'iiger trallii* ai'cording to ordinary standards. 'Tht* 
medi(*al and suborilinatc persoma^l for tln'se steamers, 
which was taken from tit'ld ambuhinci's. was inad»Mpiale 
for the number of patients. 'I’la' supply of medical 
stor<*s and appliances and c\cn of food \\a-« in some c-ases 
insufficient . Tla* arrangements for cooking I he food were 
ih'h'ctive and the pm'sonmd fo disfribute it \i as wanting. 
'Tin tits fo ate apply wcri' uns dory, 

the latrine accomnaxlat ion was insutfi<-ient . tind then* 
were not enough sweeptu's and bed pa.ns tor t he nece.'.sit ies 
of thosi' patients who (*oul<l not struggle to the laltmes. 
Finally, the wounded were huddliMl together as close as 
they could be packtxl on the decks, without beds or 
mattresses, and it was almost impossibk' for the medical 
oiliciu's to attiMid to them ])i‘op<*rly. In some cases the 
vessels laid, moreox er, Ix'eii used for I la* carriage ot 
animals, and it was impossihle, in the tune a.\a.ilable. to 
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rioan anel tlisinfrct th(*in. As mijfht be experti'cl, tl.e 
sulferiii^' an<l (lisromfort by a jourin*^’ in sin-h 

enruiit ions were*. «b*, spite the niitiriii^^ efforts of tlio 
nicMiic'al ofTir'f*rs ainl oUiers on boar'l, in ituuiy eases ^reat , 
un<l we i-annot ^^oll^^t tliat the ns-overy of some patients 
wjts n'fanleil by the hardships- experienced and tfiat t fie 
efiams’s of rsirjiph'te recovery in othms were prcjudi»-ed. 
d'he conditions varictl on «ld’fercnl stenmers, as some 
were bi'lter crpiippcd than othm-! and curriisl fiwver 
patients. On some vessels the* |»roportion of sli;^htly 
wounded, who were able to iissisl their less lortiinate 
comrade,-,, wa^ lar^ci than in otlaos, and the discomfort 
result i?i;/ tnnn the In.ck ot a1tendn.ncc wa- less felt. On 
oin‘ stcaiMM-r, iialccd, the arran;^<‘mcnf s ma<h* w’erc fairly 
pood, and tin* number of patients was so sinaJI tliat there 



MAJOR U. M. CAHTFH, 

Who disclosed the failure of the medical arrange- 
ments in Mesopotamia. 

was little proiitnl for (‘omplaint. It ripht al'^o to state 
that (»n arrixal at Knt. and apain at Aniaia. all possible 
td'forls wi're matle to fci*d, dr«‘'-s, anti teml tlu' patit'iits, 
a.nti that sonn* t»f t Ihmii wt‘r«* <‘ith«M’ landeil rit ntutr or 
1 ra.nship])(*d t<» other steamers which were lt*ss ertiwtletl 
tir bet tt'r etpiippt'd. 

Nt'vert belt's'*, the es itlence of the mt*tlical tiHicers anti 
of flu* woiindt'tl who tormetl part of fhest* coii\t»\s. anti 
t»l othtMs wht> saw' from time to tinn' what the t't aitlit itni 
ol atfairs wa',. Ini" satisfietl ns that on se^ t-ral of t he''e 
Steamers the patiimts "nifert'tl from eoltl, Inmpei, thirst, 
anti want tif eare. W'tnmtls which rt'tpiirtMl tlres.-^inp ami 
rtMlrt's"inp wt'n> not atteiuletl tt». ami tlie t'omhtiim of 
many of the fiatii'iits who tra\elletl b\' tln*st» steamers 
was, when tht‘\ reaehetl Kasia, tlt‘plt>rablt', 'I'hert' the 
wounds of many wert' ftniml to bt' in a septic etindifitm 
and ill nrpent nt*t*d of nalres'.inp. in stnne east's bt'il 
stiit's hatl tle\t'loped, mort* tlian tint* patient arrivt'ti 
soakt'tl in fa*ees anti urine, ami in a few' cases wountls 
wi‘r«* ttiuml tt> contain mappt>ts. 

An Jiidiiin nuHlieiil oHiit'r, ATajor Carter, 
<losoribo(t in the following words the arrival 
*Ai one of t ho river eonvt^ys : 

1 was stamlinp on the britige in the evening when the 


Mt'iljidit'h arriveil. Sbe had Iavo steel barges, without 
any protection against 1>ie rain, as far as 1 ivineinhcr. 
As this ship, w'ith tw'o barges, came up to us, I saw tliat 
she was absolutely pat^kt'd, and the barges, toti, with 
men. The barges were slipp<*d, and the JMedjidieh w'us 
lironght alongside the Varela. When she was about 
.'{Ott t»r KtO yards oil it looked as if she was festooned with 
rofies, 'fhe steneli wlu'ii sbe was close W'as quite detinitt'. 
ami I ftniml that what f inistotik ftir ropes were dritvl 
stalaetifi's of buniaii ficces. 'J’he patients were so 
bmltllt'd anti erow’detl together tin tht» sliip that they 
etiiiltl mit. perform the ofliecs of nature elt*ar of tht* talpt* 
of till' shij). ami tlw' w’mdc of the shijiks sitle was etiveretl 
with stalaefilt's of Innnan f;ect's. This is what T then saw. 
A certain nnmhttr of mtm were stantUng anti knt't'ling on 
the immediate perimeter of the ship. Tlien we ftnind a 
mass tif mt'ii hnddlt'tl up anyhow — some with blankets 
uml stnne wilhtnit. They werti lying in a pool tif tlyst'ii- 
tery about 30 feet square. They wtn-e covorctl with 
tiyst'iitory and tlejocta generally from lieatl to foot. Wit h 
rt'gurtl lt> tilt' first man T t'.xaminetl, I put niy hand into 
his trousers, and 1 thought that ho liad a InemorrJiagc. 
II is Irtnist'i's w'cro full almost to his w'aist vyith stnnelhiiip 
warm ami slimy. T ttiok iny Inind out, and thought it 
was a hltiofl clot. It was tlyseiitery. The man had a 
fraelnred thigh, and Jiis thigh was iitnloraf etl in fi\'o or 
six phiees. J Ic ha«l apparently been writhing about 1 hi* 
de<*k Ilf the ship. Many eases w'cro almost a,s ba 1. 
'riicrc were a. I'crtain number of cases of tm’ribly bad bed 
sores. lnm\ re|)orl 1 dcseribo mercilessly to the Coveni- 
ment of India bow' T found men with their limbs sp'iiited 
with wood strips from “ Johnny V'alkcr ” wliisky bo-xc',. 
“ Rlioosa ’’ will', and that sort, of thing. 

Miijiir (’arinr tiLso ^^roto in a ruport on tin* 
sid)j4M*t : 

'riiere is bid little ebaiu*(* of recovery for men W'ifli 
xcvere gunshot fractures who lie on (be liarc dei'ks of 
boats and barges for 13 days, amid sojitic disebarg'i*", 
diarriuea and d\sen(er^', sw'cpt at night bv a wind lloit 
^droppeil nearly to /.ero, witliout any jirot eel ion again"! 
the cold, save ihcir clot lies and (.'ountry blankets, wiiich 
ill the I'asi's of total crijiples w'cro sodden with their own 
discharges ami dejecta. 

Stieli thd cnicl tfiifforiiigs iuflict(*(l upon 

tlu? incfi xvho fought for Kiiglaiid in Mo.snpn- 
tiunia.. 1 1 is truo t iiat tiui (liilirnK ios of the; sit na- 
tion aftt'i* th(‘ sjuiguiiiary ropulso at Cl(\siplion 
wt'i’t* dxcfptioual ; and tJitit the skill and 
toiuicily willi whioli Townsltand offootod liis 
ivtri'at in tlu? fat*o of su])orior numbers, bring- 
iiigr away liis ])rison(a's and liis woundotl, wero 
worthy of tlto Itiglu^st praiso. No ono could 
luivo rocogniziMl this more ftdly than the 
iiiriubrrs of tlu' Coiuinission, who ‘‘ freely 
a-dtuit tliat th(‘ evacuation of tlio wotmded 
at all was a gi-oat achiovonicat, for which 
the military and incdictil authorities in the 
lit'ld dcst‘rvo very ^reat credit.” J3ut their 
tribute to the work of the men in the field only 
adds weight to their eoiielusioii that the medical 
arrangements for the force were “ lament ably 
defective.” 

And worse was to conio. When a few weeks 
later C^enoral Ay liner advanced to the relitd 
of Kut, as above described, ho was forced by 
the urgency of the need to go forward with a 
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borly of troops whoso oquipinont, botli in niodi- 
oiil catahlisliinents and in other resj)eets, was 
oven more ]anionta!)ly (lof<*etive. Tlio Turks 
liad shown tliat tlu'y were now strong enough 
in numbers not only to repel tlio attaek of u 
liritish division, but to drive it biiek and besit'ge 
it ; and at tla^ same time to |.)ush forward 
bt’yond it a foree of 20.000 or ^UKOOq men, 
perlia[)s more, which nm.st lie b('at(‘n ])c‘for(^ it 
could be reliov'cd. This force was known to 
li.avo strengthened itself ])y preparing ent reneln‘d 
j^ositions of a formidable charaett*r. Yet 
such was tlu‘ lack of river transport that 
although th(»re were over 50,000 Mritish troo]S 
in the country b(\sides the besit^ged garrison, 
little more than half that number could bt* stait 
up to the front, and it was with tlie gr(‘ate^^t 
ditTieulty that they could bt' kt'pt supplit'd 
with food. They had no heavy gun.s to battt'r 
the enemy’s ent ri'iiehments, very ft'w a.ero- 
plantjs for reconnais.sa.nee work, practically no 
motlern a|>pliane(‘s for trench fighting such as 
periseopi.'s, bombs, luind grenades and tht' likt*. 
Finally, no ])rop('r mt'dit'al provision had bet'ii 
made for tht'm, or c<.)uld be made in timt'. 
Fven when tht'i’t' liad Ix't'u in Mt'sopot amia. 
only two tli visions from India tht^ mt‘<lica.[ 
establishment had Ix't'n scanty. Tart of it 
was now loekt'd up iji Kut ; and what remaint'd, 
supplt'inenttHl to sonit* I'xtent by the Tiitlian 
< toverninent, had practically to do for .the 
wdiolt^ otbtMtt) mtai, tla^ troofis sent out from 
Trance having arriv't'd without their mt'tlieal 
units. As lu'fore stated, (ieiit'ral Aylmt'r had 


thert'fore to advanct' with about <aie-t}urd of 
tli<‘ medi('al establishment whieli he ought to 
hav^e laid, if as mu<‘h, and even that third was 



A STRHKT IN KUT. 

a. “ s(*ratch " gathering of units, short in 

p4‘rsonn(^l and badl,>' provich'd in many im- 
portant r(‘sp(*ets. 

Xaturallv', in tlx'si* eireumstariees, wlam 

th<' ill-e( jiiippt'd forei' found its(‘If obligeu' t*; 

assault, om‘ aftc'r another, thre(‘ sti’ong en- 
t relic ‘lied [)ositions Jield b\' a» ( h't ('rmine4l 
c'liemy a.pproxima.l ely its e(jual in numbers, it 
sustained vt'ry lu'avy lossc's, aiul its miMlica;,! 
<‘sta.blishnH*nt ]>rov(‘:T cjuitc* incapable of dt'aling 
with t Ih' gr4'a.f numix'r of w o ind«'<l t brow n upon 



SWAMPY GROUND INTERSECTED BY IRRIGATION CANALS MAKES PROGRESS 

DIFFICULT. 
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its [lands. r«‘snlt was a second breakdown 

worse tliaii the first. Tlie Cominission wliose 
r^*p^»rt lias been qiiot('d alxive found it abun- 
dantly ])roved by Die (‘videncc before them 
“ that, generally spf'aking, the energy, kindnc'ss 
and industry of the executive medical officers 
w ho were directly in charge of the W'oundcd were 
Ix'yond all praise ” ; and they held that (hmeral 
Aylmer himself was in no way to blame ; but 
their eommc'uts upon the? whole affair show' that 
much blaiiu* attaches to others, and aro most 
])ainful reading. At Sludkli Saad, w’lH‘ro 
General Aylmer fought his first battle, 

tin* slalT WHS (iitirrly imahlo to rope with 

till) nuiidu’r of piilients, and dnms uiul drossiiii^s niii 
ftbort. On Ihe 7lh, when numbers ot‘ wonn<h*d 

be^/un rtiinc in, tliere was nol rotnn for nil of tlunn on 
the .liilniir, or in tin* few tents W'liieh had been pitehod 
fur tlieir n'<‘eplijni. In eonsecpieneo, the p'rtHl majority 
liud to lie tint nil ni^ht on the river bank willioiit shelter 
or sullieient elothiiig, food, or metliral altendanee. 

On the following day mon^ tents wen? pit<*h<‘d, 
blit there was a great shortage of nunUeal 
staff and i‘quipm(Mit , and the wouikIihI 

appear to have sulfert'd very from want of food, 

shelter and medical t rt*a( tiu*iil . . . . Aft<*r the oceujia- 
tion of Sheikli Satnl on January 1> ainmt 2,000 of tht.» 
wtmiided wero moved to a in*w eamp t her o, the n'miLintler, 
iiuinheriM^ l,20n, beiii^ It'ft in a eaiiip on tho left batde 
of the river at. Mu'^aiubui in eliarj^e of a small medieiil 
staff, 'the eoinlilion of the camps at Mnsaiida<i and 
tSlunkb Saa<l bavt* b<‘en tlc.^eribetl to iis by various 
wit iu‘sst*s, and we are constrained to tind that tho 
arranj't'im'iit.s for the a<*eommodat ion and treatment <if 
the woniuled tb(‘re were very detiMtivi*. 'Tin* metlieal 
staff was M) .small that tho wounds of many reinainod 
undres-ed for sonu? days. 'The camps were in a very 


unsanitary condition. The supply of surgical stores and 
appliance.^ ran short, and there W'as practically no 
subordinate staff to see to the welfare of the patients. 
The suffering and di.scomfort endured by tho unfortunate 
w'otmde<l in tliese camps were very great. 

So it went on. When General Aylmer fought 
his second battle, on January 13 and 14, 

tho medical arrangements continued to bo equally 
iinsati.sfactory. Tho weather conditions had by this 
timo l>ecomo very bad. . . . Even at tho time wlien 
the battlo of Wadi w'as fought tho ditficulty of moving 
.sick and wounded in the rain and heavy mud was eon- 
siderable, and tho fic^ld ambulances attached to the force 
were still very inadequato. . . . Wo do not doubt that 
everything that was possible was done to assist them, 
but the sulTcring from want of food, cold, and lack of 
proper trc*atinonl. was .severe. 

Then came fho third battlo, where General 
Aylmer’s troops were repulsed w'ith a loss of 
over 2,700 men. 

The medical establishment had by this lime hecTi 
.•^lightly rcinforeed,* but w'as still much below normal. 
1 1n* action took ]>la<*c about thivo miles from tho Wadi, 
and shortly after it began there was a heavy downpour 
of rain. This mad*) the country, which was already 
difUeult to move in, almost impassable. Tho attack on 
the enemy’s position was unsuccessful, and the ( asualties 
were very heavy. Tho w'oather was extremely cold, 
and the whole <;ountry was practically a (jim.gmirc. In 
such 1 ‘ircuriist anci*s the sulTcring, s of the wounded w’onid 
have been v'ery great even with the he-.st possible organiza- 
tion. 1’hey w(‘re accentuated by the in.su (lieitmey of 
!n<‘<h‘cal porsounol, cqnqiTuent, and stores, and by tlie 
fact that, tboro was also for some timo considerable 
confusion and w'ant t>f organization, 'riiroughout lh<> 
day and the following night woundt'd ami many un- 
vvonnded men struggled hack to the (‘amp as host they 
could- w'alking, riding or carri(*d on .stretchers, nr in 
transport carls. 'Phe country W’as a .sea of rnud, and 

* Jt a]>peur.s that, two out (»f llu( five Fii^ld Ambulanc<*s 
ol the Jrtl Division had now arrived from Kran(*e. 
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GUNS ON BOARD BARGES ON THE TIGRIS. 


many fell frcnn exhaustion on the way. Tho.se who 
were in the eanij), and \uiwounded men returning from 
the batllotield, did their Ix'st to a-<si-L their wouiuled 
comrades to shelter, hut we <‘iuinot doubt, that a lar^^e 
number failed to reach their tlestination, and died from 
exposure. lOvidence has imleetl been ^iven of one 
in which not only a wounded man, but tlut stretcher 
bearers bringing liim in, dit‘d from this cause. 

And thoso wlio (lid rearh tlio (*anip found 
littlu foinfort. stoaniors wliich had ao- 

coin])aiiied f-ho forco were insunichuit lo 
receive the lar^t) nninhers seeking sladter and 
^\’arnlth ; and tlu^ ttuits were not only too 
few but had l)eon pitcliod “ on gT<^)und knee- 
deep in mml.” iSIany of the wotinded failed 
to s(ieure any prot(?ction, and the teuxts wore 
of litt le iiKo to men wet throng^h and nnuxb with 
col(.l. “ Nor wore t hose on t he stoat ners in 
iniieh better ea.s(;% for many of these ves.sels 
were not weathc^rproof ; the jnen crowded 
tiny where th(*y could, in gangways, iji the 
stokehold anti in the cabins for warmth ; but 
many were, and remained for some days, wet 
through.” Such was the state of things on 
the battlefield and in the camp. Tht? Com- 
mission sums it up in these words : 

Tho small medical stalT nil tho spot, and oHuicrs and 
men not coTiin^cdotl witli the^mcdical services, di<l all 
they could to improve inatt«u's, and to {(mhI and a.wst 
the wounded. In spite of all thest^ efforts the evidenco 
conclusively shows that the sulfcrings of the woiiiidctl 
were so grievous that it would be diflicnit to exaggcnvto 
them. 

And even when these imfortunato men were 
sent away down the river to the ba’^e at Basra, 
a journey of abtxut thirteen (lays, their sufferings 
were not at an end. 

The hardshijJH of tho voyage were much incrca.scd 


during (his pci'iod hy the (‘onstaid min ami cidd (hat 
piwaih'd. As tin* st cii.iu(*rs were not \\ iMit hcrpr(u>f. tho 
patients w(U'(' wi't through aiiil niiiiih with cold, and 
n*main<*(l in this coiulitioii for the wliolc journey, ’The 
st(‘ami*rs were o\ «*rcrow d<‘d, ami the ilchM'ts in llie 
arraiigciments, to whi(*1i w(‘ ha\ c alrcad\ rcfcrriMl, wcni 
morn prououm‘t>il than on aii\ previous orciLsiiMi . . , . 
'flu* conditions wero, indeed, in many ways, miicb worse 
(liaii after ( M('’^i ph«>ii, ami tb(‘ steamers arrivnil at 

Amara 1 h<^ woumU'd w(‘re in a pit iahl(‘ st ate. wcl through, 
<lirty, without any dry clothes or ct»\cring. henumhed 
with cold and vi'ry hungry, ^fhi'ir w(»uml.*v had not boon 
properly <lr»‘ss(‘il, and in soim' iustauci's <*ascs of fiactiire 
were not even in splints. Many of the steamers w<‘r<i 
t)vercrowded and lilt by, not only with mud and remnants 
of food, but idso with f;ec(is ami urine. 'I’be eoiidition 
of tilings, indeed, was so bad tlia.t it< is diilieiiit to 
describe it. 

No wou(l(*r tliJit. will'll somi^ pt.irtiorx of th(\sc 
hicts began to ho known a finding of vidicmciit 
indignation arose in Knghind and Inditi. '^fhey 
have b(^tm hrmighl forward here, in the midst 
of tlie narrative of military operations, beeauso 
they lira nere.ssary to a clear understanding of 
tho jiosition, and tilso hecjiuse tin* medic'al 
breakdown reached its worst point during this 
pi*riod of tlu^ campaign, the first attempt to 
ndieve Kut. In tlie course of lattu' attempts 
tlm many defieimicies in the equijiment of the 
Mesojjotamia force were st ill painfully apparent, 
and led to deplorahle ei nisei puuiees ; but in the 
medical arrangi'ineiits, at all events, tliere was 
a rapid and continuous improvement, and the 
suff(‘rings of the sick and wounded, though 
great, were nev(*r again what tluy had been. 

To return to the military operations. It 
has been said that aftt^r tho repulse on 
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SKETCH MAP SHOWlN(; APPROXIMATEl.Y THE TURKISH POSITIONS ON THE 

TIGRIS. 


Jainm.ry 22, uiid thn (lis(M>v(*ry that tli(‘ garrison 
of Kut liad food for oighly fonr days, (lOiu'ral 
Aylinor dtMadc^d to j)ostpouo liis furihor advau<*<‘, 
aial to roorgaiiizo liis forco thoroughly Ixd’oro 
iiiakiiig allot ha r offort to hraak <lo\vri tin) 
nwistariai^ of tho 'I'urks. Into this task of 
roorgaiii/at ioii la* now throw hinisalf with all 
possihia tMKU’gy. Whtdla^r lio ovc^r liopc^l t-o do 
in llirc'o w<‘aks all that hud t(» h»* dona, as 
(Janaral 'Ptiwiisluaid schmos to liava <'xpaatad, 
tIuM'o is nothing to sliow. I'arhaps at lirst- Im 
<lid hoj)a it ; hut. if so it was soon alaar to liiin 
t hat a. longar t.inio Mould ho raquirad, and t h<^ 
wholo of tha niontli of lA*hrua.Ty mus sjiont in 
praparat ion. Thaio was, indtavl, not luuah tf» 
ha ga.inad now hy cutting short tlia ])ariod of 
dalay. TIu' Turks might, no iloul)t, hriiig up 
further ri'inforaiMuants, a.nd, of aoursa, ovary 
day ga,iia‘d hy t ham would h«’ usad in adding 
t<» the st rang! h of tlu*ir dafanat's. Ihit it 
soainad prohahla that tha Mrilisli <'ould inako 
hatter ust‘ of tha time than they aould, and 
tliat tha n'sult would h»' to inaraa.s»^ tho power 
of attaak in gi*aa.tar proportion than tha powar 
of rosistanatv Tlu'ri' was tally oiu^ distinat 
limit tt> ])ostptaiamaiit . Tiio real flood saast)n 
on tho 'rigris t)rdinarily sets in uhout tho 
iniddio of March with tlia mt'lting t)f tho 
snows in tht‘ northern highlands. As soon »vs 
tho rivor (*aino down in full flootl tho Turks 
M’ould apparently bo nuii'itars of the situation, 
for they m'ouUI than bo able to cut tho oin- 
bankiuents wliiah hold tlio rivor in its bed. 


an<l to inunda-tc^ tho wholo country so tlioroughly 
that; an adv'anao might bo impossible. Kut 
must lx? roliovtul before March 15 at latc^st. 
Ganaral Aylmer dacadiul tharoforo that lie 
woukl strongthoii himself as much as possible 
up to tho ('nd of F<‘hruary, and flu'ii attaak 
with ov(‘ry man and gun lu^ hatl got. 
This plan was })rasumHbly a;])provc'd by th<' W'ar 
Olliaa, wliiah liad now taken over from tho 
Indian ( JoN'arnmtuit tho control of affairs in 
Ah'sopotainia ; at all ovtails it was carried 
out. Hainforaanaaits warc^ ])ush(Hl4ip from the 
bast' ])y sit'amar and route march ; rt'organi/.a- 
tioii a.nd training were carried on at tho front. 
On tht' left bank our tronchos wore again 
pushc'tl foi’ward tt)wards the flaniia ]:>osi- 
tion. Fratpa'iit rcH'oiinaissancos wore made 
by laiul and air on both banks. On ring this 
pt'riod no st'varo fighting took ])laco, though 
several minor ojx'rations wore undartakan to 
gain information and to harass tho aiuany.” 
Tha Turks fin their side rocoivod some roin- 
foracmaiits, as liad been oxpoctod, and they 
const ruatod at least twt> fresh linos of dafenct's 
in tha defile bt'hind Umm t'l Hanna, batwaen 
tha great nt)rtheru marshes and the Tigris. 
Such was tho condition of affairs when the 
month of Ft'bruary <'ame to an end. 

Tho question for General Aylmer then was 
how best to strike a decisive blow at the eiiomy 
forces lying between him and Kut. If tho 
reivler w'ill look at the small sketoh plan 
reproduced on this poge, he will see at a glance 
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wliAt was the position, or series of positions, 
occupied by these forces. Tlicir main lino of 
defence was a system of entrenchments, forti- 
fied at intervals by redoulits, stretching from 
the northern marshes to tlie Tigris, a»id (heiu-o 
curving round south of the "Pigris to tlu‘ Shat 
el Hai stream, which connected the Tigris and 
Euphrates. The Turkish right rested on this 
stream, and on a strong work not far from it 
c:xlled the Dujaila n*donl)t. This line of 
entrenchment, known as tlie J^]s Sinn ])osition, 
was only six or seven miles from Kut. Lt was 
the ])ositiou where Ceneral Townshend had 
Inniten tht^ Turks in St‘pttMnher, Ihlo, and is 
marked () on the sketch plan. Hut, as before 
stated, the ^Piirks liad tlirown out in tidvaiict* 
of this main line of defences at. least five otlua* 
lines, mark(‘d sucet‘ssivt‘ly o to I on tlu‘ 
]>lan. All tliese were a.strid(^ th<^ Tigris, hut 
their main diTenees were on the northern 
hank. Jn (Jeneral Aylmer's lirst advance, 
during the month of January, h<* ha-d driven 
the enemy out of two of t h(‘s(* liia's, ma.rk<‘(l I 
and 2, hut ha-d Ixmmi n»pulsed from the third, 
marked J, in front of which his troops were 
/u>w entr(Mich(‘d. And, I<‘st tli(‘r(‘ should )m 
any misapjirehension. it may hi* observed that 
ea<*}i of these “lines" consiste<l iiot of a. single 
trench, hut of a belt of ground hon(‘ycomlM‘d 


with trenches and pits for machine-guns, and 
backed by a well-served artilk‘ry a belt 
perhaps more than a mile in dt'pth frt)m front 
to rear. To carry such a “ liin^ " by frontal 
assault, over pc‘rft‘ct ly hat, hare grouial was a 
formidahh* task, and meant luNivy losst's. 'Po 
carry lour (»r moi‘e in su(*ci‘ssion within a. fort- 
night ^^a.s a task whi(*h might well si'i'in almost, 
hopeless. 

In these circumstaiK’es (leneral Aylmer 
came to the i*onrlusion that, grt'at as the 
dilliicultiivs wei'e, lu* must att«*mpt a. turning 
moveua'iit. 'Po the north such a. movenu*nt 
wius nuidi' a.hsolutel\' impossihh* by the great 
stretch of tlood(‘d marshes which covenHl the 
d'urkish left. 'Po tin* south of the river tlu‘n> 
was low-l\’ing ma,rsh laud, too; hut- th<‘i'i' wa..s 
not a.s yet. a.n iiupa.ssa.hlo sheet of water. ’Phe 
ilecision was that, a torce should inovi* out to 
th<» southward with all the animal traiisport- 
available, (‘arrying two (hivs' supplies, aiid 
should try h\' a wide Dank march to circle 
j'ouud t hret^ of the* four I’eniaining 'Piirkish 
lines, un])ercc*iv^<*d )>y I la* <‘nemv’, and fall upon 
the last, the main position of l^s Sinn. 'Phe 
<‘xa(d point- selected for assault w a,s the extreme 
right, of tiu? |)osition that is, the Dujaila 
n'douht . and the groun<l between tJie redoubt 
and the* Shat ^1 Ifai. Tl was Ijoped that this 
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might bo snrprisorl and rarried by a. snddc'ii 
attack while the attention of the enemy wh» 
fixed upon their advanced line.s, whicli would 
meanwhiU^ be threah^ned by the British troops 
to the north of river. Tf tliis plan could bo 
successfully carritid out the whole of the 
Turkish positions would be turned, and made 
useless at on(‘ blow. A British force would bo 
in their rc'ar and in toueli with the Kut gar- 
rison. Assuming that the force was sutheient 
in numhe^rs the V)low would be decisive. 

Of crourse, t ht^ Turks or their German advisers 
were not wholly blind to the possibility that 
8om(^ attempt to turn their right flanks miglit 


corps, formed into two columns under Genera] 
Kemball and General Keary, was to make a 
night march of about fourteen miles, and 
^ reach the €5xtrome Turkish right before morn- 
ing. At daybreak Kemball was to attac!k 
the redoubt from the south, Keary’s column 
supporting him by an attack from the east. 
The object being to effect a surprise, and 
strike before the enemy could bring up rein- 
forcements, tlie capture of the redoubt was 
to bo pushed tlirough with tlie utmost vigour 
This night fiuT.reh by a large body of troops, 
over unknown ground, was a difficult opera- 
tion, involving most careful arrangement and 



TURKISH TRENCH AT KS SINN. 


be made; and nuhic-kily the lH»giimiug (►f 
March brouglil with it another dowii]>our of 
rain, making the grouiul ovi'r which the 
turning force wouUl have to advance im- 
passable for Ihti transport animals. This 
caused some (Ic»la\', which was utiliziMl by the 
enemy to stnaigtluMi their right liy c’onst ructiug 
treneht's hi'tween the l)uja.ila redoubt and the 
Hai streaiu, where there laid been a gap in 
tlie deh'iiet's. But oii .Mari*h 7 tlu^ ground was 
again dry enough to make an advance? possible, 
and on that dav, with barely a week remaining 
before the' '^I'igris was likely to come elown in 
flootl, (Jeneral Aylmer issued his orders for the 
attack. These onlers wen* that thti greater 
part of a division under tJeiieral Young- 
husband, assisted by naval gunboats, was to 
hold the enemy to his line oi entrenchments 
north r)f the river, whih' the remainder of tlio 


gui<lanee. it was cn.iTi(‘d out with complete 

success, unnotiecMl and unsusjiected by the 
I'lirks. Starting from their several cainjis as 
it grew dark, the troojis concerned, horst*. foot, 
and artillery, wc*re brougJit togetht‘r at the 
piiiiit seU‘eted for a.ssembly, “ tlie l*ools of 
Siloam.'’ '^rh(*n tin* Sap[jer Scouts, guiding 
themselves by the stai*s, lod the columns for- 
ward across the t'lpcui ]ilain, nearly 20,000 
fighting men with ambulances, transport, and 
all sorts of impediuu^nta, marcliing stcatlily ou, 
hour after hour, tlie silence broken only by 
“ the howl of a jackal, the cry of flighting 
geese,” tlu? creak of a w heel, or the clink of a 
stirrup iron. TJiroughout the long night the 
.vtrain was intense and unceasing, for at any 
moment the advance guard might come upon 
a Turkish pickt‘t or patrol ; and even if the 
iiuu'cli remained undiscovered by the enemv. 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


401 


the sliglitCHt error in c*ah*nlation on the part 
of the guides might mean tliat the eoiuinns 
would miss their mark, a patch of sandhills not 
tar from Dujaila. Rut no mistake was made, 
and while it was still dark they struck the 
sandhills. Then they saw the flash of 'Fown- 
shend's guns at Kut, and all doubt was at an 
en<l ; they liad kept tlieir course, aiul were 
exactly wliere they ought to be. “That tlu‘ 
surprise of the Turks was complete was shown 
by the fires in the Arab oncampinent s, Ix^twc'en 
whicli we passed silently in the fals(‘ dawn.”* 
A mile or two ahead to north and west lay tin* 
Turkish line. There was time to apjiroach 
within striking ilistance before, light came. 
Then om^ rush at dawn, and the trenches wouM 
be carried. The way to Kut lay open. 

So it seemed to the forward spirits in the 
relieving force, and they had good grounds for 
their confidence. Rut they were not to reach 
Kut that day. Ihihappily, just as victory 
appeared to b(^ within tlu'ir grasp, som(‘ delay 
occurred; and though Keary’s column was in 
position for the attack at daybrcaik, Kembairs 
was not r(Midy until more than an lioin* later. 
Kv(m so, tlu^ attack ought toliavo betai success- 
ful, for the redoubt was lightly held, and, 
according to Sir IVrcy J-iaki^'s dispatcli of 
August^ 12, “prompt and (aiergetic action 
would probably have foiestallod the enemy’s 
reinforcements.” Rut the attack was not 
delivereil for lu'arly thret^ liours longer, aiul 
by that time it was too late. Th(^ enemy, now 
fully prespared, rtM*eivt‘(l tlui advancing troops 
with a hot fire from concealed trenches, Turkish 
reinforcements began to arrive from the imrth, 
stubborn fighting (msued, and though towards 

tMtiiuixl (’amllf'r, in I'hc I'ltu 


evening a portion of Kt^ary’s troops, inclialiiig 
the Manchesters and ofith Rifles, succeeded in 
gaining a foothold in the redoubt, they were 
dri\'en out by h(*avy counter-attacks. The 
lussaiilt had failed. Ruring the night which 
iollowtsl the force renuiined where it was, hut 
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th(^ troojis w’ore too much exlmiisliMl tVu* a 
renew’oil (Tfort t^> })e made w’ith miy prospect 
of success; and in th<^ morning, finding that 
the enemy’s position was imclumgctl, and that 
th<^ water sujiply was failing, (iencral AylmcT 
dccidcMl u])on w ilhdra.w a.l. Ry the night of 
]\Iarch 11 the whole f«)rcc^ was ha-ck in its old 



A KELEK OR FREIGHT RAFT ON THE TIGRIS. 

The raft is buoyed by means of inflated skins beneath the floor of logs. 
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])()sitic)ii to tiu' north of tht^ rivor. It had not 
prossod in its rot irt'iiiont » and all fhc^ 
woiindod Imd boon brouj^jht baok, but thoro 
oould bo no fiirtlior ailvanoo without soino 
dolay. 'Dio sooond att<*mpt to roliovo Kut 
had brokon down.’*' 

It may sotan at first si|j:lit straimo that having 
suoooodod in roaohing a point so oloso to Kut 
(U'lioral Ayhn<‘r should havo botai unablo to 
maintain himsolf tlior(\ and 4*spooially that liis 
withdrawal should hav<^ boon (^aiisod, in a 
moasuro at loast, by want of wator in a country 
whoro watiM’ was tho main ol^staolo to the wluilo 
advance. Ibit it must bo romomborod that his 
liiK^ of oommunioat ions, uj)on which his force 
dopondod for all its supplies of food, munitions 
of war, and roinfor(*omonts, was tho lino of tho 
Tigri.s. Ho could not havo loft this lino op«ai 
for long to an attack by tho Turks, which 


* It iippours tbrtt (lonoral Krinhall ttid not acropt eis. 
rtcciimto Sir IVivy Lakt‘’s dosfription of tho 
march, or of the attack. Ho sooiiis to havo tho\ig)it 
that the time alh»we<i for his column to gta into position 
was iusiifTicient, also that tho d’nrks h»ul been shaken 
by the attack and might have boon attacked again on 
the 9th with success, and that there was water for tho 
troops. 


might havo had disastrous results ; nor could 
ho roly upon the safety of tho short land route 
from Oujaila to his steamers on the 'figris, for 
tliis was flanked througiiout by the Turks ho 
had left in his rear when h(? marelied round 
th(Mn. It mnst also be remembered that 
although the immediate neighbourhood of 
Diijaila was for tho moment short of water, the 
hood season was expected in a few days, and 
then the Turks wt)uld be able to inundate 
tho whole eoiintry, })ossibly cutting* ofT liis 
retreat alfogidlier. 'Die flank march liad been 
a bokl and risky operation at best, only 
to be justified by tlie extreme difliculty of a 
direct advance. 

The C/ommission ^^hos<^ report has been 
(pioted above held that the medical arrange- 
ments on this occasion were mucli more suc- 
cessful than during tlio operations of .lanuary. 
'Die loss was heavy, nearly or cpiite mt^n, 

of whom about 2,440 were wounded. Tliose 
sufh‘red in the long march back from the 
battlefield to the camp, (>wing to tlie want of 
motor ambulances, or wagons ; but the field 
medical units attached to the 3nl and 7th 
Divisions liad arrivetl at the front, and the 
increase of estaldishment made it possible not 
only to collect the wounded and treat them 
properly, hut to put a fairly adecpiate medical 
staff upon the steamers used for transport to 
tho bunse. “ The arrangements were in many 
respects far from ideal,” but there was much 
improvement, “ and the wounded wore received 
in good condition at Basra.” 

In Kut the news of tho second failure was of 
course a bitter disappoiixtment. The garrison 
still confidently expected relief sooner or later, 
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timl their commander did his idmost to keep 
up their spirits ; but the first half of February 
had gone by, and the whole of February, and 
now they knew that the floods would st)on come, 
and greatly increase the difliculties of the 
relieving force. There was as yet no thought 
of surrender, but hope deferred maketli the 
heart sick, and they had been more than throe 
months besieged. iNloreover, their discomforts 
and dangers had increased. In February the 
enemy began to send aero])Ianes o\'or the town, 
and to drop bombs, which were at times 
destructive, for the garrison as cooped up in 
a narrow space. The shelling, t<jo, grew heavier 
by day and by night. The troops suffered 
from cold, for there were sharp frosts at tiiiu's, 
and fuel was nearly exhaustt‘d. 'I'hey luwl no 
vegetables, and scurvy had begun to atta<*k 


at intervals and dropped bags of letters and 
new.spapers and telegrams ; but the ordinary 
man s .share of these was very small, ami the 
bags sometimes fell in the ri\'er or in the 
'rurkish trenches, which was maddening. 

It has been said above that during the 
campaign ol Ifllfl there was hardly any fighting 
in the valleys of the Karun ami Kuphrates. 
What little tlien^ was took place wliile (hmc*nxl 
Aylmer was trying to relieve Kut. In order 
to (hder the Arab tribes on tlui Hai rivc‘r from 
joining against him when he advanced in 
.Jamiary, th»* British garrison at Nasiriyt‘h on the 
Kuphrates mo\ed out a short distance, and 
remainiMl for a month or st) watching the 
country to the n(»rt hward. On their return in 
FtdH*un.ry tiu'ir reargue, rd was treacherously 
attacked by Arabs from scane “ fritaidly ” 
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them. Their rations were? sufliciiait to keep 
them alive, but not much more ; and wlien 
rain came on, the constant digging re((uired to 
keep the tremclies from being floodt'd was 
almo.st beyond their i)owers, for the slow 
starvation had greatly weakened them. '^Fheir 
one solace, tobacco, was no longer procurable. 
It was a bad time for all, ami specially bad 
porhajxs for the Indians, who would not <*at tlie 
meat, horso or mule or camel, which was 
served out to Europeans, anrl was offered to 
everyone \ few of the garrison who had been 
through the .siege of Ladysmith 10 years 
before declared that thi.s was much worse. 
C^ertainly the garrison of Kut got more new^s 
from the outside world than the garrison of 
Ladysmith, for British aeroplane.s came over 


villages. ’^J’lu^ attack was b(uit(%n off, the 
\Vc*st Kents and OOth Mountain Batt(‘ry 
beha\ ing vc^ry gallantly, but tht‘rc^ w(5r(^ two or 
ihiH'c hundred casualtic!s A ftirce mandied 
out th(^ nc^xt morning an<l <lestroye<l the 
g\iilty v'illagcvs killing about 000 Arabs. 
Tliis was the only fighting tixcepf on tlu^ line 
of th<i Tigris. 

On Marc'h 12, after the failure of the second 
attempt at relief, (h^neral Aylmer was suc- 
ceethul in his conuuand by ^lajor-Ocricral Sir 
George F. Gorringe, who harl secai much fighting 
in Mesopotamia. General Gorringe immediately 
began to make ready for another advance, 
and as fresh troops, including the Llth Division, 
were now beginning to arrive from Ba.sra, it w^as 
decided that this should take place as soon as 
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possible. Some minor enKagemenfs, in fact, 
took place on the south bank of the river, 
resulting in the capture of enemy trenches and 
prisoners. But rain fell again, and on March 15, 
punctual to a <lay, the Tigris came <lown in 
heavy snow flood, “ causing extensive inun- 
dations, which (*ompelled our troops to evacuate 
th(M'r advanct'd positions o!i tliat bank.” Tt 



CONTROLLING GUN-FIRE BY 
TELEPHONE. 

was fortunate tliat the bulk of the force was not 
at Dujaila. General (lorringe now seems to 
have contemplated the possibility of making, 
nevertheless, another att<Mu]3t to reach Ivut 
by the south, starting lower flown the riv'er, 
at Sheikh Saad, and striking across cfmntry 
from that point. But careful investigation 
showed that this route also would be liable to 
inundation, i\nd the idea was given up. The 
only alternative wius to revert to the river 
route, and force the series of Turkish entrench- 
ments on the north bank. This htul seemed, 
even before the flf>od season, an almost tles- 
perate task, but there was nothing else to be 
done. And it must be* carried out without 
much delay, for General Townshend’s 84 


days would end soon after the middle of 
April. 

I’reparations were at once made for the 
attack. Every available man was sot to work 
in raising embankments to prevent the whc^le 
country being flooded ; and in the meantime 
the 7th Division “ continually under heavy 
fire and hampered by floods,” was employed 
in Slipping up to the Turkish trenches at 
LTnin-el -Hanna, No. 3 on the sketch map, 
from which the British fonre had been 
repulsed on January 21. By March 28 the 
sap heails were 150 yards from the Turkish 

lin<3. 

Tliis lino was a strong one. Tt is described 
by (huieral Lake as ” a maze of deep trench(*s 
occupying a frontage of only 1,300 yar<^ls bf‘ 
tween the Tigris and the Suwaikif*li marsh, 
aiul extending for 2,000 yards from front to 
rear.” '^riu're was, in fat;!, not oik? • lino of 
trf‘nch, but a succession of lines, fivf' at.h'ast, 
and perhaps many more. But, acting no 
dmibt on German advice or example, tin* 
Turks had occupied the position lightly, with 
” a few companies and some maeliinc-guns,” 
and had kept the bulk of their force for .serious 
fighting in posit ions ''farther hack, when the 
British troops should liavo been wt^akened by 
successive assaults. 

The plan of attack was much lln' same as 
on ♦lanuary 21. The 3rd Division was to push 
forward ahaig tln^ south bank of the riv'cr 
anil cooperate with the main attack, which 
was to bi* flelivered by the I3th Division under 
Gcn(‘ral Mn.u(h‘, upon the position on the north 
bank. In pursuance of this plan the 13th 
Division moved up on April 1 to relieve the 
7th in the advanced trenches in readiness for 
th(' assault, but heavy rain fell oti this and the 
following day, and some of the troops on th(‘ 
south bank were flooded out of their trenches, 
while the ground on the north bank became 
impassaljle. The assault was therefore post- 
poned. On the evening of the 4th the ground 
had dried to some extent, and at daybreak on 
the 5th the assault was delivered. It was 
completely successful. The 13th Division 
leapt out of their trenches and rushed the 
Turkish front line, and by seven o’clock they 
had carried the whole position. Meanwhile, 
on the south bank, the 3r<l Division pushe«l 
forward also, and led by the Manchesters 
captured the Turkish trenches on that side. 
Tt w'a.s a good morning's work. Tliree of the 
six Turkish positions had now fallen 
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But iniich remained to bo done. In front of 
the relieving force there still lay at least throe 
more, the third being the main position at Es 
Sinn, and time was running short. To add to 
the urgency of the situation, the river roso 
considerably during the day of the successful 
assault, and it soomod certain that a fresh 
flood was coming down. If it were to throve 
a heavy one, and raise the level of the river 
much more, the Turks would be able to open 
the embankments and iniuidato not only the 
country to the south but the ground on the 
north bank between the position just taken 
and the next one. An assault would then bn 
impossible for an indeiinito time. As this 


ou the Fallihiytih position from 7.15 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.. 
aftfi* tho 13tli Division tvssaiiltod and oiiptnrod a 

series of deep trenches in sevt'inl lines. The position 
was st ii!>hornly hoKl by about three battalions <)f 'furks, 
but by p.in. it was eompK'tely in our hands and 

cuiisoluiatt'd. 

The 3Sth rnfantry Hri^a:le, and the Warwieks and 
Worcesters of the 3l)th Infantry llrigjvle, did particularly 
well in this assault. Ilimh praise is dut> to Major-tienenvl 
Maude, his Uri^tule Conunaiub'rs, anti all under their 
command for this sue(!»»ssful night attack. The Division 
sufftM-i'd some l,30tt ca>.ualties during this »lay. 

Thus the fourth Turkish position had fallen, 
and the relieving force was now' loss than 20 
miles from Kut by river, probably about 
14 miles in a - straight liii«'. But it will 
have been observed that both the third and 
fourth positions wt're held .by small body of 



SHEIKH SAAD. 


next position was close in front of the British 
force, only tlu’co miles up the rivta*, and the 
losses, though considerable, had not been such 
as to cause serious (Mubarrassment, (ieneral 
Gorringe decided tlnit he would call upon his 
troo]is for another effort the same night. Ho 
hoped to carry not only the foiuth d’urkish 
])Osition, “ Fellahich,** three miles distant, but 
also the fifth, “ Sanna-i-yat,” three miles 
farther back again. If attacked so soon, and by 
night sialdenly, the Turks might be takt^n by 
surprise and rushed. 

Sir Percy Lake’s dispatch of August 12, 
1916, gives so clear and concise an account of 
what ensued that it will be closely followed 
here. To quote his words : 

After nightfall a heavy bombardment was directed 


men “ a few comfuinic's ” in oru* ease, ‘‘ about 
three battalions” in t lu^ other. It would 
ap|)ear from (huiera,! Lake’s dispat (di that 
when (ieneral Aylmer advanced in January 
tlu'* first and see{)nd positions, at Sheikh Saad 
and the Watii, whieh he eapturiMl, vv(*re iniieh 
more strongly held, for tho dispatch speaks 
of his Jiaving twice (kifcaterl “ a hrave einuny 
at least «»(pial to himself in nninbers ” ; an<l it 
would also appear that the third [)«>sitiou, 
Uniin-c?!- Hanna, where his troops were repulsed, 
was then held not by a few eompauios, but “ by 
an enemy approximately tlmir tHjiial in 
numbers.” General Aylmer commanded a 
corj)s of two divisions, and the rlispateh 
therefore seems to show not only that tho 
capture by him of the first and second positions 
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was a more clifTioult f*‘at than the subsequent 
capture by his succes.s^ir of the third and 
fourth, but that liis rtjpulso at the ttiird was 
far from clisereditaijle to liirii and his force. 
In justice t^) a gallant commander and his 
troops, whose failure to relieve Kut was severely 
(?riti(!ized, it seems only right to point out these 
facts. 

To return to the Ax^ril advance. At 
9.:i(> p.m. on the night of the 5th, as shown 
above, tlie fourth Turkish jiosition, Fellahioh, 
was in iiritish liands, and the fifth Turkisli 
position, Sajuia-i-yat, lay three miles ahead. 
I'hc 3 lllth J)ivisi<3n, which had borne the 
brunt of the fighting during the day, and 
had lost 1,300 men, was now given a rest, 
and the 7th Division, which had till then been 
in support, [lassed through the 13thand moved 
forward about a mil<s with orders to attack 
t hci Turkish entrenchments at dawn. The 
northern part of the entrcnichments was tlio 
point- sehM'letl for assault, and the line of 
din*(dion during the night march was to bo 
maintained })y movong witli the l(*ft flank 
along a communii*at ion tre?icli whicli ran 
from the fourth Turkish position, now in 
Ilritish hamls, to the fifth, now to be at- 
tacked. 'This seemed a sure guide. Jliit 
when Iht^ 7th Dixision, iifter a sliort night’s 
half, moved on again to get clos<» to the 
Turkish position iji readiness for the assa.utt, 
they fouiul that the ground over which th<\v 
had to marcdi was cut by uuuum’ous a.n<l 


deep cross trenches, and those greatly im- 
peded the advance. It had been impossible 
to reconnoitre this ground during daylight, 
as the Turks wore thou in XDOssession of it, 
and the existence of the cross trenches, an 
evidence of the care and labour with which 
the- Turks had strengthened their positions, 
had not been detected. But they were 
there — a serious obstacle in the darkness- - 
and the advance of tlie troops was very slow. 
'I’he result was that instead of covering 
while it was* still dark the two miles in front 
of them, they hardly covered a third of the 
distance, and when <lay broke they wert^ 
still 2,300 yartls from the enemy’s entrench- 
ments. All chance of a surprise ainl 
rush were therefore at an entl, and if 
the assault was to bo delivered it 
must be flelivered in broad tlay light after- 
advancing for more than a mile nn(l<‘i- 
.fire, and ovt-r gr-ound which was described 
as ])erfeotly flat, without any vestige t)f 
cover. Presumably the cross trenches had 
l>etju left behind. “ In these circumstanccvs,” 
writes (General Lake, “ it would liav'o betai 
wiser to liave postponed the attack at the 
last moment,” and it- can hardly be doubted 
thab lie was right. An adx’ance to tlie 
assault unchu- such conditions was pra(*tically 
hopeless, ami must involve terrible loss. 
But such was not tlu^ view of th(‘ men on the 
spot. Kut must be saveil, and it was not 
for them to count the cost. ” The advance,” 
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SUIMM.Y BOATS ON THE TUJKIS. 


ClonorHl J^ako coiitiiiiK's, “■ wiis <*()ntiiiinMl 
with tho groatost gallantry utulor ht‘avy 
artillery and inachiiie-^uii lire', to within 
700 yartls of tho 'J\irkish trmolios. Tforo tho 
attaokirig linos wore tth(‘ckt*(h and ovontiially 
foil bar*k on to Uio suj)portiiig third liiio, 
wlioro tiioy dng ( h(*nisol vos in at about 
1,000 yards from tho onoiiiy.” Tiio assault 
had failed, and many hundrc'ds of bravo mon 
lay dead or grievously wounded bed'on* tie* 
ont reneliments they had striven in vain to 
roach. 

It was a severe eluM-k to the relieving 
force, iind a d(‘(^p disappointment, for th<‘ 
rapid fall of tlio third and fourth Turkish 
positions had greatly encouraged tlio trejops, 
and given some ground for Ijelief that the 
Turks were hising licairt. ddnit belief could 
no longer bo entertained, for on April 0 the 
enemy liad shown no sign of wavering, am I 
in any case) their eventual success would 
have wiped out tlio (*ffeet of thenr ])rev'ious 
defeats. They would no doubt resist stub- 
bornly when again attacked. The chance, 
if it had over existed, of keeping them on the 
run by a succession of swift blows was now 
gone. Still, Kut must be saved, and tho 
only question was how the next attack 
should be <lolivered. It was decided that a 
fresh attempt must be made to storm the 
entrenchment, after full preparation ; and 
that tho 13th Division, which had recovered 
from the fatigue entailed by its two success- 
ful assaults on April 5, should try again. In 


the nuuiiitime the task, hard enough in 
any case, was being made harder by tho 
inclement wiMithcu’. While tlu^ last attack 
was being c*arried out thi^. river had bei*n 
steadily rising, until at noon on April* (> it 
r<Mich(Mt th(^ high(*st level of the y(‘ar. This 
caus<‘d «‘xt»*nsive inundations, piu'haps in- 
creased })y t lu' action of the Turks, who had 
it in thidr [lowtu* tt> opim the (aubankment s. 
And to ht‘lp t h(' enemy fiirtln't* th(‘ wind now 
clningeil to the noi'th, blowing the watia* of 
the marslies southwards across the right of 
the 7th l)i\'ision, who wer^^ lln*n still in 
front, and tiaiding to na.rr»>\\ still more the 
“ ih'file " uhich had to be for*ced. It was 
not CNisy to jireviait the wln»le ground btang 
flooded ami all possibility of an advancti 
put- off imh'liiiit (*ly. (Jcm*ral Lake writ<*s : 
“ Protective bumls (embankimait s) along 
both the Tigris and tin* edge of tlm marsh 
had then to >)i; constructiHl unch*r t he emany’s 
fire, (lur guns wc*re surrounded by floods, 
ami for some time the position was distiufdly 
c*ril ical. 

“ d'he marsh continued to encroat*h so mucrh 
upon* tho ground occupied by tho 7th 
Division that all efforts had to bo devoted to 
securing from tho floods tho positions al- 
ready gained. On tho right (south) bank 
th«» inundations rendered conununitaition 
most difficult, and threatened to isolate the 
3rd Division altogether.” 

Thus, before attacking the Turks behind 
their strong entrenchments, tho British force 
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ARAB COOLIFS PILING 

lia<l (o (iglit hard witli flood in order to 
keep open a road hy wliieh fo e-pproach 
tht^in. For three ^ia^^s this fight went on, 
and then on the evening of th(i third day 
the ground se(5ined s(*(muu> eiioiigli from 
inuiKlation to warrant an advanee. W'liat 
foJlow<*d may hest he told in tla^ words of 
General l^ake: 

During tlu> iiij/lit nf April 8-1) th(^ illtli J^ivisioii loek 
the place ot tluj 7tli Division in the irendu's, lunl at- 
4.20 ii-in. ailvaiK'CMl to the assault on Sanniw-i-yat . Wlieii 
withiti .‘too >ar(ls of the enemy’s front liiu’ tiu'v were 
discovered hy llu' I'niks. who seiil up V<'ry lights aiul 
(lares and opened a hea\ y rifle and fir<*. 'The first. 

Iiiie» iiu'hidin^ det Jiehmeiits ot the fit h K.O, Royal 
Laiieii.ster Ke^jiinent, 8th Wi'Ish t'usilicrs. 0th L. Nhirth 
Lancashire Reiiiment. and ot h W'iltshiro Regiment, 
jKMiet rat«*<l tlu' centre ot the enemy’s front liiuj trench. 
In th»‘ ; 4 lait' of (he lit^hls the 2nd lino lost direction, 
waveriMl. and fell hack on the ,'lril anil 4th lines. Support 
thus failed to n*aeh the front line at the critical moment, 
in spite t)f the most, ^jillanf and enerj^idii* atti*mpts of 
officers eoneerned to remedy matters. 

Dili' tr«iops, M’ho had r<'ae*hed the enemy’s tivni’hes, 
were hea\ ily I’omiti'r-at ta.cK'ed hy superior numhers ami 
driven hack to from .‘100 to .lOO yards from the enemy’g 
line, where hrie^ides du^ themselves in. 

second assault \ipon tlic Saiina-i-ya( 
position had faileil like tlic first, and the Turks 
had inflictotl upon tho rclioviiig force a 
very blootly n'pulse. ddicir fifth ]>osition 
still remained intact, and 14 miles behind it 
by river was the sixth tind main position. It 
was belie v'od that tho Turks had also con- 
structed during tlie last few weeks a fresh 
position between the two. They certainly had 
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one on tlio south btink of tlio river, at a place 
;all(»d Beit Aiessa, 10 miles fartlu*r up, when' 
W(‘re situated! tlie “ bunds,” controlling the 
inundations. And only nint*. days remained 
of (ien<*ral Townsliend's 84. His garrison 
was already known to Ih‘ on very 
short rations, seven oune<‘s of indifferent, 
meal, and some horseflesh which the Indian 
troops woukl iK^t eat, though their religious 
leaders had aut hori/.c>d them to do so. He 
now rtdlueed the fueal to five ounces, so 
that tlie period might prolonged by a few 
days ; but this was all he could do. Kvtay 
pound of grain in Kiit had lieeir ground, and 
(he wheels of the flour )nill were sik*nt. Before 
the <Mid of the month the little store of meal 
w’oiikl be exhausted, and his troops must sur- 
render or starve. Unless tho relieving force 
eonid break tlirofigh very soon the fall of Kut 
was eertain. 

Tt may ptTliaps be asktdl liere wliy the 
garrisiin could not do sonu*tliing more to lielp 
them.selves — why they could not attempt to 
break out and join the relieving force, or at 
ItMist join in a combined attack ufiou the Turks 
from front and rear. Tho answer is that such 
action had been considered, and that when 
the relieving force got near enough to make a 
combined attack possible it was evident ly 
Townshend’s intention to tlo all he could* 
More than once, when the sound of British guna 
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to be coming nearer, the garrisen had 
stood to arms, ready for action. But Kut 
was surrounded by superior numbors of the 
enemy, strongly entrenclied, an<l any ]>rema- 
ture attempt to break out while the rt'lieving 
force was still 20 miles away tlown tJie 
river could hardly end in anything but a 
murderous repulse, followed by tin* fall of (hi‘ 
town. Even if the garrison wt*re to sueecM'd, 
against all ]jrobability, in hn>aking through 
the circle of entrenehiiUMits drawn round t Ihmii 
tla^y would have to fight their way down 
for 20 miles agaijist ovi‘rw helming odds, 
without transport and probably without suf- 
tieient afumunition, leaving tlK'ir sick an<l 
wounded and stores of all kinds in the hands 
of tlu^ enemy. It would mean in any east‘ the 
loss of Kut, and almost to a certainty the 
destruction of the garrison. Ibuiuestionably 
the best chanct* of saving both was to ket'p tlu^ 
fle.g dying in Kut, and give the relieving forces 
time to got within reach. When th<‘y were 
ready to attn.ek the last 'J'urkish position, six 
or seven miles away, the garrison could liclp 
to some extent, at all (‘vents by k(*(‘])ing the 
b(‘si(*ging troops eiigag(.*d, and possibly by 
doing somc‘thing more. M'ill then ‘lighting 
out ” s(‘(‘mt‘d clea.rly inadvisable, (hau'ial 


Tow’iishend had to faet^ the same problem as 
(Seneral ^Vhite had bt^en called upon to facM^ 
in J^adysmifh 1(> ^’I'ars before. Both came 
to the* sami^ conclusion with regard to it, 
and both wen* almost C(‘rtainly right. 

Xo d(4ubt tlu' d(*cision in (h‘U(*ral "rown- 
shend's cas(‘ was known to and approvtMl by 
tilt* gent‘ral in comma-nd of the rt'lii^ving force, 
(5(‘rriug(‘, and by the eo]u]uaiid(‘r-in-chief in 
M(\sopotamia, Sir Percy J^ak(‘, wiio had (*ome 
up t(» till* front, and was in close touch with 
him. 'They had now to cinisider what was to 
])t‘. doiu‘ from tiui outsidt^ wlu'tla'r to pt'rsist 
in tla^ atii'iupt to forces the Turkish position 
a,t Sauna* i-yat, or to ti*y sonu^ alt(‘rnat i\’e plan. 
After nu'ctiug and discussing the situation in 
d(‘tail they d»‘cided that, in spite of (Jeui'ral 
( l<UTing(^'s form(‘r conclusion in favour of the 
river rout(*, they would now follow th(‘ example 
s(‘t by (Jeneral AyliiKa* a month before, and 
huiviiig om‘ division to contain th(' (Maany in 
position on the north ba,nk of tlu' riv('r, try 
with tlu^ oth(‘r two to get round by the south 
ba.nk, a.u(l fa.II upon tin* right of I la* (‘uemy’s 
main position. This di'cision was based upon 
tia* convection tlia.t to assault tla* northern 
position again with a. ]>ros])ect of su(*c(‘ss it 
would b(^ ia‘cessn.rv to n‘sorl to a. svst<'mafi<5 
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ai)i)roach by sajjping, which woiild involve 
delay ; while if Kut was to rcliev^ed, the 
time at thtur dis[)osal was very short. A part of 
the country ov<;r which tin; two divisions would 
have to ojK^rate was now inundated, which 
was a great drawback ; but even so it seemed 
possible Uiat the [)lan might result in a more 
rapid and complete success than they could 
hope to gain on thc^ river. 

Accorflingly the 7th J)ivision now again took 
over the tn^nclies in front of the Turkish 
position at Sanna-i-yat, with orders to saf> up 
tfiwards it in pri'jiaration for a possible assault 
later on, but not to attack. The 13th Division 
was held hack in reserve. The 3rd Division, 
under (h'la^ral Keary, was ordere^l to move 
forward to lla^ sriutli of tlie rivt'r aial <‘sta))lish 
communications aca'oss the fhjoded area. Tho 
HcheiiKi differed from 1 liat adopted by (Jeneral 
Aylmer in so far that the exact point aimcsl at 
was not tlu^ Dujaila redoubt, but another 
redoubt a little to tlu^ north on the same line, 
known as tho Sinn Altar. An<l this was not 
to be surpriscsl liy a night inarch from th<^ 
Hritish position (»n the nortlieru bank of th<* 
riv(a% but to be approaclusl by the pHnnous 
captun' of tlu^ 'rurkish advanced entrench- 
ments at Meit Ai(‘ssa. It was necessary to 
tjike tlu'se first because, as previously ex- 
])lained. th<*y secun'd to the Turks tlie control 
of the' river “bunds," and in the existing 
state* of the river it would be <langerous in tlie 


extreme to march a force by the south on Sinn 
Aftar, for the Turks could then, by opening 
the bunds, flood the country behind it, and 
perhaps cut it off altogether. Why they had 
not opened the bunds already, and thus coin- 
pletely protected the right of their main 
position, does not appear. Perhaps they 
thought the partial inundation was sufficient 
to prevent any British advance by the right 
bank. 

If so, they wore soon undeceived, for on 
April 12 tho 3rd JMvision, “advancing across 
belts of inundation intersected by deep cuts, 
drove in the enemy’s picquets cast of Beit 
Aiessa, and occupied their outpost line.” 
During the next four days, although the 
transport had to (‘oiitend with the greatest 
difficult i('s, and tho rations of the troops were 
oft (in sliort, they pushed st(?adily forward, 
capturing some adv^anced trenches, repulsing 
C(3unter- at tacks, and bringing up guns. On 
th<i night of tli(i Ihtli till was ready for an 
assault on th<* cut renchments wliich secured 
control of tho bunds. On the 17th, “under 
cover of an intense bombardment, the 7th and 
Dth Infantry Brigatkis advaneed at t).45 a.m . 
and actually reached the "I’lirkish trenches 
h(‘h)re our artill(*ry fire lifted. Wlien the 
Ixjinbardment cc‘ased they leapt into th (3 
tn^nches, bayon(*ted numbers of tlie eiKMiiy, 
and t h(3 J^cit Aii'ssa [losition was soon in our 
hands. The (‘nemy left 201) t(-> 3<M> dead in the 
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treiU'llOH and 180 prisoners were <*Hpturo<L” Ft 
was a fiuo pie^ct^ of work, and, as ( Jenoral Lakc^ 
said, roflectofl j>;rcat credit on (Jencral Ktniry 
and the iroops under Ivis (‘oniinand. I^n- 
ha])pily it was the Jast success which rewarded 
all the efforts of Ihe relieving force. 

A furllier advance was to he made next day, 
and with this oliject the I'Jth Division was 
tirdored to move up and relieve the .‘trd after 
dark in prepnration for a combiiu'd movement 
in the morning. J3iit before* (his arran^emc'iit 
could be earric'd out, at 5 o’clock in the ev<^ning, 
the Tiirkisli artillery bt‘j;?an to bfimbard J3eit 
Aiessa, then occupied by the 3rd Division, and 
to establish a barrage in its riuir, swivpinsj: the 
passage throng] i the swamjis along wJiicli its 
communications lay. “ An hour lat<n’ a very 
strong count er-iittack came from the south- 
west,” and in sjiite of a heavy fir(^ from the 
British guns this attack was presscMl home 
with such determination tliat the ])ortion of 
the division which held the river bunds was 
forced back, and the control of the bunds was 
lost. The first attack was followed by several 
more throughout the night, and the division 
had great diniculty in repelling them. After 
the first retirement it held firm, and at <lawii 
the Turks drew off with a loss estimat<*d at 
four or five thousand m(*ii. Two thousand 
dead Turks were actually counted on the 
ground in front of the 8th Briga<le. “ In this 
engageinoiit,” writes (leneral Bake, ” the 
following units particularly distinguished them- 
selves by their stc^adiness and gallantry : — 
1st Battalion Connaught Rangers ; 27th Pun- 
jabis ; 89th Punjabis ; 47th Sikhs and o9th 


Kifi(*s ; also thi^ South Lancs, lOast Lan(‘s and 
Wiltshin^ Kegimenis. 'I’he tifith aiul 14th 
Batteries B.K.A. did good s<‘rvdc(% also (1 h> 
23rd Mountain Battery, which expcMided all 
its ammunition, a.ud did grt'at t‘X(*cutiou cd. 
closer range. (Jeiu‘rals b]g(‘rton and Cam])b(‘ll, 
vvIh) commanded tlu^ brigades most. h(*avily 
engaged, s(‘t a fine examples of coolness and 
gallantry in the lamd-to-hand fighting which 
took place.” l’h(* fighting was no doubt very 
stjvere, and the prais<^ besfowtxl by (h*nerid 
Lake was wi*ll deservt'd ; but. (he net result 
was that the advanc*t^ had lanai chtM'ked, 
that tlie formidabli* power of the riv^er was 
again uiid(*r Turkish control, and, worst 
of all, that the enemy laid shown himself 
strong enough to maki^ a dangerous attack 
upon a vvholci British Div’ision in th<i fi(4d. 
Xor was this result alti'red by any subse{|uent 
operations. During tla^ in'xt. f<‘W days ther(» 
was tr(*nch fighting, and some adv'anced 
positions were consolidated ; but the entn^ncdi- 
ments at Beit Aiessa wt*re not retaken. ” The 
boggy nature of tla^ grciund,” says th'ueral 
Jaike, “made moveii'ent difficult, and many 
of the trooj)s wc*re worn out with fatigues.” 
Til other vvonls, (he stroke by the south at 
Sinn Aftar had failed ; and if the r<*li<wing 
force was to g(*t through at all in time to save 
Kut the British must storm th(' position on 
tlie north bank from which th(\y had twice 
been repelled. And they must <Io it at once, 
for TownslK^nd's 84 days luwJ come to an 
end, and liis garrison was on the verge of 
starvation. 

The attempt was evidently a desperate one 
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AEROPLANES IN THE DESERT. 


biif it Wits <lu) Dfily rliurioo. During tho past 
wrrk tli(* 7th Division, though frof|iiontly 
li(»ld up hy floods, luid Ik‘ou pushing forvvanl 
its sups towurds tJin Turkisli ontroriflitnents. 
It now orders fu pn'puro for an 

assault on A[)ril 2h. Ihit. oiiet^ inoro the 
w«*ath(‘r turned against tlu' Dritish troops. 
“On tJi(i aft(*rnoon of th(^ llltli tlie. wind 
viMTed round to tlu^ north, watc'i* from tJie 
marsh flooding t]u‘ir trendies jind tlie ground 
in front of them ; tho attack Jiad tlu'reforo to 
he [lostponed.” WJiat tliese ehang(‘s of wind 
meant may bo judged from the deseri|>tion of 
one of tliem given by an ('yt*-witiiess : “Yester- 
day afterinion wo liad a watersjiout, a hail- 
storm and a hurricane, ddie spray was leaping 
four h'd liigh in the Tigris on our ]<‘fl, and on 
our rigid the Suwaikieli marsh tlire'atera'd to 
coined in and join tho ri\ er and flood our camp. 
At about’ sunset it liroke^ intt) eair forward 
tnaiches and the Turkish jKisition facing them, 
a wavt> of water coming over the bund like' a. 
wall, swamjiing kit, ratiems. and entre*ne*hing 
tools. Some' of the Drigado ein our right liad 
to swim.” 

'i'his me'ant’ iiieonvenieiiee* to the* d'urks 
also tliose* in tlie treiu’lies but it grt'atly 
Ktrengtlu'iieul their position against attack. 

()n ^\pri! 21 tlu'ret was some^ elry grounel 
again, and me'anwhilo the) pejsition had be'eri 
heavily bombarde'd, so the? e^relor fe^r an assault 
was re'iK'we'd : but if it had been a de'spemito 
unde'rtaking befeire, it was now doubly des- 
peratOy fen* in spite of all exert ieins by the weary 
troop.s the marsh hail gained upon them, and 
the extreme width of passable ground was 
now only 300 yarels. Over tliis narrow 
passage, swept by the converging fire of all 


tho onoiny’s guns, the devoted liattalious must 
advance. On the morning of the' 22nd tho 
atte^mpt was made. Under covi>r of artillery 
firt^ from both banks and of massed machine 
guns on the south bank, tiring across the ri\'er, 
the leading lirigade — there was only room for 
one on such a front — sprang forward to storm 
the entrenchments where the enemy, secure on 
both his flanks, awaited them with all the 
confidence that an almost impregnable position 
must give. Able to pour upon the head of the 
narrow column not only a concentrated shell 
fire but masses of troops from all sides, he 
could hardly have feared for the result. Nor 
was the result over in si'rious doubt. 1\) quote 
(Jeiicral Taike's dispatch: “ "I'lie leading troops 
carried tho enemy’s first and second lines in 
thc‘ir immediate front, several of the trenelies 
being flooded, but only a few men were abk' to 
rt'ach the third line. 

“ Large Turkish reinforcements now came up. 
Tlu'v delivc'rc'd a strong counter-attack, which 
was repulsed. A second counter-attack, how- 
ever, succc'cded in forcing our troops back, as 
many men were unable to use their rilk's, 
whic'h had become choked with mud in c'rossiug 
the flooded trenches, and so were unable to 
reply to the enemy’s fire. Dy S.-tO a.m. our 
men were back in our own trenclK's.” 

Tho assault had been beaten off, quickl.y and 
decisively, with a loss of 1,300 mon. The 
wonder is that the krss was not greater. 

Neither on tho south bank of the river, there- 
fore, nor on the north bank had the Turkish 
resistance been overcome, or even materially 
shaken. The buffer liad been pushed in a 
little way — six miles or so — but it was a.s strong 
as ever, and a third of tho attacking force had 
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been killed or wounded. Ceneral Lake sums 
lip the situation in the following words ; 

Teraistont and ropoatod attoinj)ts on both bank«? had 
thiiH failed, and it was known that at the outride not 
more than six days* supplies ivniaiiu'd to the Kut 
;rarrison. General Gorringe’s troops wt're nearly worn 
out. The same troops had advanceil time anil again 
to assault positions strong hy art and held hy a di‘ter- 
niined enemy. For 18 eonsi'cutive days tlu\\ had done 
all that men could do to overcome not only the enemy, 
hut also exceptional climatic an<l physical ohstaehis — 
and this on a scale of rations which was lar from heing 
suflicient, in v'iew of the exertions they had undergone, 
but whi<*h the shortage of river transport had tnade it. 
inipossihle to augment. The need for rest was impera* 
tive. 

Tliat is to suy that tln^ third attmupt to 
relievo Kut, under Ceiun*al (lorringe, lia«l, like 
tlu? first aii<l second under (Jeneral Aylmer, 
linally broken down. The rtditn-ing foret» lia I 
proved too weak for its task, and could not 
push through to Kut against the stubborn 
fighting of tht^ Turks. IVactieally it was 
little nearer doing so than it had bc'cii f<»iir 
utonths earlier. Its bolf was shot, jind the 
fall of Kut was now certain. 

Tlu^ want, of heavy guns a,u<l tht^ shortage of 
river steamers, which meant a shortage of 
food, were only trx) (‘vidi*nf during thesis 
oj)erations ; but tlierc» was at all events jio 


breakdown in medical arrangements. Though 
the medical staff was still short handed, and 
the steaim‘r arrangements still kdt much to be 
<U‘sir4Ml, the C.\>mmissioii was abh* to ri*[)ort. 
that “ the wounded wt‘rc, so far as wo liave 
been able to ascertain, treated promptly and 
adequately. JOvery effort was made to redu<*e 
discomfort to a minimum, and llu' patients 
were 4'vaciiated expeditiously to Amara au4i 
J^asra, and thence to India.” 

Tlit'rc^ nunaius to tell the slmrt. hut 

luuiourabU' stor\' of t lie 4‘frorts imuli^ by tlu' 
Ka\'y niul ,\ii’ Si'rvitvs to di'!a\’ for a time t lu^ 
surrendt*r 4)f tlu) garrison. For some days 
b4‘for4^ the Iu)p4^ 4)f rt*li4"viiig the pla4*4* was 
filially ahaiuloiu'd the Flying Corps jin 1 Xaval 
Air 8i‘rvi4*c' had hex'u dropping into Kut tishiiig 
nets, mtsiieiiies, uiid sueli small 4(uniit it i4*s of 
suppliers as lli(Mr ma(‘liiiL4‘s 4*ould 4*arry. 1 1- 
was )i. ditlieult «luty, for the 4‘U4‘my now pos- 
S4*ss4‘d air4*i*af( of superior spts'd and fighting 
pow4‘r, hut flu‘ Gritish maehiiuvs ran the 
ga.untU't time aflc’^r timei with admirahli^ 
4*4)urag<\ though not- without. loss4*s. Anil 
wh(*!i the hopt^ of hriMiking tlmiugh hy for4*o 
of arms was oviT the Navy deltTiniued to make 
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an attempt to run the blockade with a cargo 
of food. The attempt was almost liopeless, 
for it meant steaming up 20 miles of 
winding river against a strong flood, with 
enemy trooi>s holding both banks ; and it 
could not save Kut, for even if the attempt 
Huceeeded, the (quantity of supplies that could 
b(^ carri(5d would feed the garrison for very 
few days, as the only possible chance was to 
send one s\N’ift steanuT at night. Of course, 
any attempt to make good the passage by 
force against the Turkish artillery could only 
mean t ht^ destruction cjf tlu^ Naval flotilla. 
But a single vessel, going at the fullest speed 
possible, might conceivably get through ; and 


to cut their way out could only end in useless 
slaughter. On April 29 Kut surrendered, 
and 9,000 British soldiers, of v/hom one 
third were white men, became prisoners of 
war. It was by far the greatest Imniiliation 
ever inflicted u^jon British arms in Asia. Tlie 
effect in India and other Asiatic countries 
was perhaps somewhat mitigated by the 
N'ast scale of the war and the courage 
shown by the garrison during the five 
months’ siege ; but oven so it was a 
grievous blow to tlie ])rido and reputation 
of the country. 

The actual loss which it involved was very 
serious. Besides the 9,000 men who were 
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dried ^rass — and arc arranged around the decks to form a protection 
against rifle Are. 


The bales are of Khoosa, 

evuMi a few days’ d(>Iay would lx* something 
gained. Accordingly, on April 24, at 8 p.m., 
the .Tulnar, one of the fastest steamers on the 
rivc'r, with a Naval crew under Lie\it(aiant 
Firman, H.N., and Lieutenant C^ommander 
Cowley, ll.N.AMt., started on her desperate 
ventun*, c*arrying 270 tons ot supplies. In 
spitt' of all efforts on the jiart of the British 
force to distract the attention of the Turks, 
tlu> vessid was discovered and shelled. She 
oscapotl dt'strucdion for four hours, and got as 
far ius Magasis, little more than eight miles 
from Kut. 'I’here at midnight the Kut garrison 
heard a burst of heavy tiring, which siuldenly 
cetisetl. It told the fate of the gallant Julriar. 
Both of her oflicers had been killed, and she 
was in the hands of the Turks. 

For Townshend and the bravo men under 
him no ray of hope was now left. Any attempt 


made prisoners the British forces in Meso* 
potamia had 23,000 men killed and wouruled 
in the course of the three attem]3ts to relieve 
Kut. And there was much sickness and 
.suffering. General Townshcial had already 
lost 4,o00 men btd’ore he was shut up and 
besieged. Such were the results of the prder 
which sent him forward, against his expressed 
opinion, upon his march to Baghdad, and of 
the bad equipment of the BritisVi troops in tliis 
part of the war field. Who wa.s responsible 
for these great errors ? 

The British Government endeavoured to 
answer that question, and to meet the in- 
dignation of the country, by appointing 
in the summer of 191() a Royal Commission 
charged with the duty of inquiring into 
all the facts and reporting upon them^ 
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''Pho mombors of this Commission were as 
iollows ; 

The Rt. Hon. Lord George Fraiu is Hamilton, G.C.S.I., 
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Donoiighmnre, K.P., 

Lord Hugh Cecil, M.l\, 

Sir Archibald Williamson, Bart., Af.P. 

John Hodge, Esq., M.P., 

Commander Josiah C. VV’^odgwood, M.P., 

Admiral Sir Cyprian Bridge, G.C. B., ami 
General the Rt. Hon. Sir Neville Lyttelton, G.C B 
G.C.V.O. 

They wore informed that they wore appointed 
“ for the purpose of inquiring into the origin, 
inception, and conduct of operations of war in 
Mesopotamia, including tlie supply of drafts, 
reinforcements, ammunition, an<l equipment 
to the troops and fleet, the provision for the 
sick and woimded, and the responsibility of 
those departments of Government wliose duty 
it has been to minister to trio wants of tlio 
forces employed in that theatre of war.'’ 

It will bo scon that the Commission was a 
strong one, including men of various political 
views, and re])resentativ'es of the fighting s«‘r- 
vices ; and tliat its instructions were com- 
prehensi vo. 

It began its work in August, Itllti, and salt 



LORD DONOUGHMORE, 
Deputy-Chairman, Mesopotamia Commission. 

for about nino months, during whicli time it 
held 60 meetings, and sinninoned hoforcs it 
over a hundred witnesses. It also heard or 
received in addition a great numhcr of state- 
ments from various persons ; and it liad before 
it the report of th<^ Indian (Jominission pre- 
viously mentioned, which ha(t been sent to 
Mesopotamia some months earlier to invtistigato 
^^n the spot the arrangements for dealing with 
the sick and wounded. The Royal Com- 
in:.«sion submitted on May 17, 1917, a report 
signed by seven of its eight members, and a 


separate report by Commander Wedgwood, 
together with the report of the Indian Com- 
mission, the main conclusions of which the 
Royal Commission adopted. 

The majority report of the Royal Commission 
was in many respects one of the most painful 
documents ever presented to the country. It 
brought out v'cry clearly tlic mistakes made in 
Mesopotamia, and their lamentable conse- 
quonces; aixd it attributed heavy blame, not 
merely for errt>rs of judgment, to several public 
serv’ants whose re[)utations had till th<*n stood 



ILfi/iiVitlr. 

LORD GEORGE HAMILTON. G.C.S.I., 
Chairman, Mesopotamia Commission. 

extrt‘iia‘ly high. It rt'ganb'd tlio expedition 
to Mesfipotaioia as a justitiahh^ military enter- 
prise, and found no fault with the suc*e<5ssi\ui 
advances v\ hieh took pla(H^ up to the oeiui- 
pation of Kut ; hut it eoiulemncvl as a blunder 
the ativ’anee on J^agliciad, and it lu^ld that 
there had Im'cii tlii'oughout a fiersistent ami 
continuous failure to jninis1(*r to the wants 
of thi^ forces (‘iiiployed in Mivsopotaiiiia.” Kor 
the advance on Baghdad the (Jommission 
dta*lanHl that the weightiest share of n^spon- 
sihility lay with the military eoniiiiander. Sir 
John Nixon, whose c^infident optimism was 
the main cause of the decision. Jhit they also 
regarded as responsible, in order, the Viceroy 
of India, Lord Hardinge; the Cornmandi^r in- 
Chief in India, Sir IJcaueliamp Duff ; the military 
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Secrotary of the Trulia Office, Sir Edmund 
Barrow ; the Secretary of State for India, Mr. 
Austen Chamberlain ; and the War Committee 
of the Cabinet. For the other and more serious 
matter, the failure to minister to the wants of 
th(^ forces,' thc^ Commission sc^verely blamed 
Lord llardingc and Sir Beauchamp Duff, but 
)}lamed also various other persons. The 
shortage of river transport, “ the foundation of 
all th(i troubles in Mesopotamia,’' was declared 
to be mainly due to tlie (hnwnment of India 
in its various Depart-monts — that is to say, in 
reality to these two higii officials, for the Com- 
mission found that the Viceroy did not consult 
his Council in Mesopotamian alTairs. Sir John 
Nixon was also blamed to some extent for not 
insisting sufficiently on tjic point. The Covern- 
mont of India were censiu*(ul again for refusing 
to build -a railvA'ay whicli Sir John Nixon had 
re<!ommended. They were blamed once more 
in consi<lerabl(^ nuMisuni for the medical broak- 
dowji which causinl such terrible suffering to 
the sick and woundcul ; though three medical 
oilicers, Surgeons Ceneral Hathaway, Balitie, 
and MacNeec<‘, wt^n^ also blamed. In regard to 
the pr<)vision of reinforceiiuMits the (Vanmission 
went so far n.s to declare that the liafian 
(loverninent -that is, tin* C.\)iiiniander'in*(’hief 
and the X’iceroy resort (‘d to procedure which, 
t<) say the least of it, was disingemious.? This 
was a very grave charge to l)ring. The Viceroy 
was further crit iei/.i‘(l for slotting aside the 
constitutional (Joverninent of India, by omitting 
to consult liis Council, and (hviling with all 
Mt*so|>otamian ma.tt<Ts ov(*r their heads in 
|)rivat<‘ teU*gra.ms to th<' Secreta.ry of S(at<\ 
Finallx, it was pointed out that lie, with tla* 
Finance Member, Sir \\'illia.m Meyer, wa-; largely 
responsibN* for the atmosphere of econom\' 
pn*\'ailing for some years before the war, in 
consi‘( juenet* of which the Indian Army was 
(U*libi‘rately n*due<*d to a condition in which it 
was not tit to do mon* than pn\s(*rv(‘ internal 
(»rdtT and coiuluet frontier expeditions. It is 
true, tlial the Commission regarded the Home 
(hwernment as also responsible for this re- 
ductic^ai, w hi(*h both (iovernments held to bo 
justifietl by thi' extinction of the 0])ium 
iMW’t'nue and the friendly understandings with 
Russia. It is trin> also that the Commission 
drew attention to tlu^ heavy demands imposed 
upon India by overseas expeditions other than 
that to Mes<.)potamia. And with regard to the 
medical breakdown tht»y gave Lord Hardingo 


credit for the utmost goodwill, reflecting only 
upon the manner in which he exercised hi-- 
paramount authority. Nevertheless, the Vhoh- 
report was a scathing' criticism of the Govern- 
ment of India, or, in other words, of Lord 
Hardinge and Sir Beauchamj3 Duff ; for tin 
Viceroy’s Council, never having been con 
suited, wore expressly exonerated from all 
share in the blame. 

The separate report by Cor .mander Wedg- 
wood differed from the report of the jiiajoi^^' 
mainly in the fact that ho was even mon- 
severe c)n Lord Hardinge and Sir Beauchamp 
Duff than his colleagues had been. He 
apparently regarded the rest of the officials 
blamed by them os having been guilty at most 
of honest human error ; “ but censure for 

honest hiimtin error,” he wrote, “ has nothing 
in common with the censure w© should pass on 
an attitude of unwillingness to help in war. If 
w’e confound mistakes wdth crimes the result is 
a dangerous lenic^ncy towards crime.” And 
he went on to charge the two, deliberately, not 
with honest human error, but wdth having 
.shown throughout “ little desire to help, and 
some desire actually to obstruct the energeti<* 
prosecution f)f the war.” 

When theses n^ports w(T(^ published, towards 
the end of June, HUT, they naturally gavt* 
rise to a strong outbjirst of feeling. Tln‘ 
Commission had included in th(} majority 
report a \aricty of comments upon the Indian 
niilitary organir.ation introduced in the time of 
Lord Kitchener, upon the practice of govJin- 
iiig India from Simla, u|)on,thc» Indian Marine, 
U[)on the (*onst it ut itmal position of the Tndin.n 
Coiuicils, and otlan- matters. They had al^o 
submitted some ]m->])osals for reform. J'liesc' 
comments and proposals at trader I attention : 
but the main intt^rc'st of the public was focussed 
upon the ilistressing account given by thc‘ 
Commission of the nuMlical br(*akdown, iuel 
upon the c|uestion of personal responsibility 
for all the failures which the report alleged to 
have taken place. 

As has been said, the operations discussed 
in this chapter constituted the second phase 
of the campaign in Mesopotamia, Long b(*fore 
the report of the Mesopotamia Commission 
.saw the light the third phase had begun, and 
begun auspiciously. In February, 1917, th<‘ 
British forces, now unde^r Lieut. -General 
Stanley ]\Iaude, K.C.B., recaptured Kut, aud 
on March 11 they entered Baghdad. 
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“ -m ETinXKS,” NMotc^ Milt oil * I sec^ 

^ /■ ill my miud a iiolilc* and puissant/ 

X ▼ M nation naisin^ Jic‘rsc‘lf likc^ a 

strong man aftcT slc*c‘p, and 
sliaking Iic*r inviiicihlc locks. Mcdhinks I scc^ 
licT as an c*agl(^ muing li(‘r mighty youth, and 
kindling Jich* undn/rd c*yc\s at the* lull midday 
hcajn.” 

Idle? inajc'stic* vision of tJic* grc*at Puritan wiv: 
c'oiic'cavcjcl in a. mind vcdicmcaitly in rc‘va)lt 
against civil opprosion. W hen it was !*,c*l chjwu 
in writing, Fngland was torn hy c-ixi! wet. It 
waft fuinilc'd morc^ tiuui two and a hall c'caituric^s 
later, w hen England and tlie h]m|)ire w hicdi had 
grownup about her wc*rc‘ plunged intoatoreign 
war against an <*vil worse even t ha.n civil t yranny. 

In Milton’s day thi^ whole pc)pulatic)n of l./ondon, 
mc*n, womcMi, and children, turuc*d out day by 
day to dig trendies and c*arry stonc*s tor the* 
fortification of the C’ity against an army of 
their own blood. In the? days and w’CM*ks, 
lengthening into months and years, which 
followed thc^ entrance* of (Ireat Britain into 
the world-war, the wholc^ Ijopulation gradually 
sliook off their old habits and rcwealc‘d once^ 
more tlmt pride in sacrifice*, pc*rsistenc*e of will, 
and indomitable* strength of pur[)ose wliieh, 
whether they lie shown in digging trenehc*s and 
carrying stones in H142 or in the* thousanci and 
Voi. XII. — Pan 155 


Do Ficuit, Ficuit rr ()i t.” 

onc^ forms of w ar-sc*r\’ic‘e c'allc‘d for in l!M4, are 
the c*ssc‘ntiaJ ingr<‘dic*n(s of flu* British spirit. 

d'hcTc* arc* tew things more* intangible* and 
elusive* them tlie*. spirit e4‘ a- iiatiem ; and t he‘rei 
are* fe*w things moi'e* eleee‘pt ise*. Bc*fe)re‘ t hi^ war 
the*re‘ wea-e* many mc*n, seane^ in tlie^ British lsk*s 
aiiel seanc* abroad, who spe>ke' as I hough the* olel 
spirit of Bi’ita.in we^re* de‘ad. .Aeeoreling to llie‘ir 
se've'ral sta.rielp<»ints, the*y la.mcaite‘el ea* I he*y 
sne‘e*re*el at the* de*e'jiy into which t he*y f)(*he*\’e^el 
the Britisli pe'ople^ had falle*ii. The* pe*e)ple* had 
e>utlive*el the*ir \ igour. The-y we*re‘ supine*, e a.sy- 
going, ple*asure‘-lo\ing, uiiorgani/.e'cl and ein- 
dise'iplincd. 4'h«* >\e)mcM we*i-c giddy a.uel 
iiica-pjihle* eif si rieais theaight e>r e‘j'h)rt, c\re‘pl 
a few unl)a.la.ne*e‘d faiia-tics wlu) , iia^hccl 
w inde^ws atal liorse^-w liippe*d Ministe r.-;. 'The) 
men we re* “ tliumcle'el fools/’ thinkinu ueRhing 
e»f we>rk e>r husin(‘ss a.nd ceinte'ut to ielle^ awevy 
the*ir time; in the*atrc*s, chihs, e)n the* rive*r e>r 
in a reicc^ e-re)wel or a foeethall erewvel. 'I'he^ 
virility of the* pe*e>plc had l)e*e‘n sappe‘d, se> the; 
e-roake-rs said. Tlu^ e*hure*he;s W’e*re‘ e'lnpty a 
c-eaisus was takc'ii to e|c‘monst rate* the* mc*hin- 
e*holy fac't and tei those* whose* fir*^t c*are* was 
the s[)irilual we*llhe*ing cjf tlie; pe*op!e; it appe‘HreM| 
that the* popular ee)nee*ptic)n of the soe-ial anel 
pe»litieal se-hc*me^ of things liael he‘e‘ome matc*ria.l- 
isfie ; me'u's minds we re* sei pree)c-c-upicd with 
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making inonoy and ^pt'iidiiig it tliat thoy had 
grown falloiis and consci(.*n(*t*lc?ss. Another 
RcJifiol bomoant'd tho chmisy, unrntorprising 
ways of Knglislmion in industry and fomineive 
aral doriaroil tliat- tiioy woro dropj^ing boliiud 
in tho raco of natiiais. Anotlirr sot of critics, 
wlioso interest was in j)oliti(*s, talked of tho 
growth of l)ur(‘aucracy and the party inacliine, 
and scoffed at the ideji that th(' people had a 
will of their own or knew how' to make it effec- 
tive. '^riie will of the jieople *’ was till' sport 
of firofessiona,! politicians and the dt^sjiair of 
a.r<J<Mil d<‘rnoerats. It s<‘enK*d, irahM^h as if, 
in tlu‘ eyes of the critics in their midst as well 
as i)ufside, tlu' Ih'itish peopU^ wen* a nation 
whose mi‘11 w'ei'i' part-time shopkeepers a-nd 
pa>rt -tim<' sport makers, and whose women w«‘i*e 
either riolls or tia'inagant?^. 

It is intendi'd lua’c to examine how this people 
hole t.luinsel VC'S undta* the test of war, ]if>w it 
a.ffect<‘<l them in th(*ir domestic and social life, 
and how tiuw' diseoxered to the wori<l, and 
perluips to themsc^Ues and their rulers, tim 
(pialities of a.da.pt a-bilit y, resourct'f ulness ami 
(piiet (aidiiranct* whi<*h wc‘re in tluin. In 
earlier chapters a, full a.e<*ount has been giviai 


of the legislative and administrative measures 
taken by the (lovernment for tlie furtherance 
of the war,* and it is proposed now to describe 
how th(‘se measures touched the people in tlieir 
daily pursuits and <li versions. For a proper 
understanding of the mind of the nation in 
war-time it is important to grasp two great 
gov'tM*ning facts. The one is tlie effect which 
the xvar Jiad on the power of the masses to f(‘ed 
and clothe tliemselves and generally to obtain 
tin* e.sstnitials of life, and tlie other is the remote- 
ness, in more senses than the geographica. 1 , ef 
the actual bloodsluul and destruction of tin* 
wa.r. I)t‘aling Hrst with the economic situation 
of th(‘ mas.ses, it may b(‘ sa.id that* I'vents 
fals‘ilie(l all pn'dictions of an immediate (‘risis 
of mu'inployn.ent and distrc'ss. It is true 
that in tlu^ first f(*w wt‘(‘ks of the war th(' with- 
drawal of men from ei\ il (Xiuipat ions w as 
ae<‘ompa.nit'd b\" a considerable tiisplaciiment of 
w'omtii wa.g<*- earners, .ind that it was not until 
tra.de hcvd recxix'ored from th(‘ first iiievitabli* 
panic and lanv and grimuK'r industrii^s had 

* VoL y ( 'ha|)l ei' X(L — “ J%)]i( ii'sil ( tit J loinc,*’ 
ami X’llL. ( Mm,i)tcr ( ’\ X I Britisli Ailiaini^t l a,. 

tijiii ill W ur-'fiinc.” 
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begun to arise that woint'n found an opening 
for active and profitable ])articipati(^>u in the 
national business of war-making, louring 
those first few weeks there were many working- 
class houseliolds which found themsidves con- 
fronted by the ])rospcct of acute poverty. 
Enlistment had (Kiprivcd them of the income 
of the chief wago-earncr — for it is a well-known 
fact that married men formed a very large 
pro})Ortion of the early recruits — and at th(^ 
same timc^ daughters and pcrhaf)s young sons 
were tlirown out of employment. ]\Ion» out of 
oantion than from any sense of' national duty, 
numbers of (ho women on whoso purchases the 
tlressmakiiig and <lrapery t ratios do[)end cut 
down their expt^nditure, arvl most of the 
factories which supply those trades • tlismissed 
the major portion of their workers. A iiucltMis 
staff was sometimes retained to .carry out a 
(Joveriiment contract, and in more than one 
JiOndon Wt'st find establishment it was possible 
to see workgirls who a few wt'oks before htul 
boon making expensive mantli\s for Mayfair 
plying scissors and tlin^atl in the manufacture 
of military shirts. Th(‘so, however, wore the 
fortunate fmv. In September, 1014, there 
wen^ 190,000 fewer women employed in industry 
than in the month bed'oro the war, and tlu^ 
CM)nso(piont loss in wngesdo their d’aini lies was 
in many cases the tirst contribution of the f>oor 
to the sacriticcs of \\ ai\ steps ( ak('n at tlio 

instance of tlu' Que(»n through the “ Work for 
Women Eund have aln*ady been described.* 
ft is only necessary to add here that, thanks 
to the educational charaett^r of much of th^ 
work carried out under that orgaiii/atiofi, m mv 
women received a training which fitted tlu»m 
for a permanent place in industry, that the 
close contact of tht‘ workroom often result<*{l 
in a better aj)preciation'of (‘a(;h other by ]>eople 
of widely separate social classes, an<l that such 
<listress still went unndieved was })ornc with 
(incoi npl ai ni i i.g d ( >y al ty . 

The pt'i’iod of trade depression, however, 
did not last long. tJradually confidence was 
restored and the gates of industrial employment 
were re opened. Women and girls were ab- 
sorbed into their old occupations and into new 
employments. Wages i-could be earned which 
ha<l previously been beyond the reac*h of 
women. Many of the men of tlie working-class 
also commanded and received higher crates of 
pay than they had ever earned before. Even 

* Vol. IV., Chapter LXXI. — “ Womon’a Work ia the 
War (I.).” 


the boy who had just h‘ft school could demand 
and insist on payment on a scale unheard of in 
normal times. Frian time to time the scale «)f 
separation allowances for the wives of soldiers 
was rev'ised and made mort' gtuierous. Thus it 
came about that a wav*' of comj)arative 
prosperity spread over the wage-earning classc‘s, 
and tliough as time' went on the j)rices of food. 



WOMEN UNLOADING A COAI.-VAN. 

clothing aiul ot luu* nec(»ssaries of life rose 
steadily, there wasut remarkable abst^iK'e of 
jH'ivation and a noticeabU^ a[)pea-ranco of 
atlluenci* among the indust ria.l workia’s gene- 
I'allw \t*\’er were so few iM.gg»‘d ajid t)a,re- 
footerl urehins: se»‘n e\t*ii in the poorest s(r(M*ts 
of the towns, nev<‘r so many women and girh 
exptaisively clad. Kurniture dc*a-lers did a 
flourishing trade, a.nd pia.uos were freely 
honght by p(M)pI(^ for whom th(*y ha.d }iitla*rto 
been unobtainable. Ad\'a.nta.ge was taken >f 
thc^ •oppf)rf unify to eom[)lete the furnishing 
of homt's until then seantily erpiippi'd wuth 
anytliing but the har<‘st (‘s.s(‘utials. Advantage 
was also taken of the ehanee by prud<*nt 
people, as tla^ amount of the small subsc*ri[)t ions 
to the W’ar l.oans amj)ly prove*!, to pr*>vidc 
a rc'servc fund on which to draw should emer- 
gency arise. 

The W'Orking classes w’ere not alone in their 
prosperity. Those w’h*) employed them, it is a 
reasonable assumption, were reaping higher 
profits from the boom in industry ; indeed, tha 
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yield of the tax f>n Kxeess Profits, applied first 
to “ controlled ” businesses engaged in the 
production of munitions and tlien to all 
busiiKwses, leav^^s rif) room for doul)t. Much of 
these war-profits, like those of tlio workers, 
must have been lent to tlu^ (loverninent to meet 
tlie expenditure of tlie war. How much of it 
was squander(*d it is im[)ossibk? t<» say, but it is 
bt^yond fjut^stion tJiat the oiitwanl evidences of 
luxurious living among some of the dividend- 
taking classt's, and not, ably the [jublic or serni- 
])ublic ct)nsumption in ludels and restaurants 
of costly foods and wini*,s, wc*re mort^ pronounccid 
at one stage than usual. Broadly sjii^aking, 
the only class wliich-did not benefit in ])ocket 
by the artificial stimulation of trade was the 
|)eople with moderate fixed incomes. Against 
th(^ rising cost of living they liad no r(‘medy 
but economy, and their tlirift, compulsory but 
cluH'rfully undertaken, was a lit tl<‘-aj>preciated 
j)art of tlu'ir ccaitribiition to tlie stwrifiees of 
the war. {Some of the professional classes, 
especially those wliich furnish the amenities of 
civilization, w('re practically ruined. 

Wo liavo therefore to consider a people 
large numbers of whom derived material profit 
from thc^ c^onditions created by the w<vr while 
othtirs not so numerous were mati^rially less 
prosperous whiles the war lasted. There was, 
}iow(W'(^r, one vital respect in which tlw^ war 
spirit sacrifice for all, without <listin"*tion of 
class. 

More tlian once it has been said that the 
British Army as if, was arraycnl against, the 
enemy in tlu^ critical stages of tlu^ struggle was 
the British nation, and in the sense that it 
sprang from every quarter <»f the nation and 
carried with it the hopes of all the nation’s 
myriad liomes, tin* saying is a true one. When 
the obligation of the young man to give liis 
country military service was still moral, and did 
not depend on an Act of Parliament, it was 
regarded as ecpially binding by those who live 
in mansions and those wlio live in tenements. 
At both ends of th(i social scale tlii^ young men 
** eonseriptt'd ” themselves. ddie universities 
and eollegcvs poured out their undergraduates 
to the last man, and provided the nucleus for 
the now corps of oHicers. (’ourscs of study for 
this or that profession or for none were abrupt Iv 
ended — perhaps in some cases only suspended — 
by the call of war. The call was lieard no less 
clearly and answered no less promptly by the 
agricultural labourer and tlie navvy. Through- 
out tlio whole range of the nation, taken either 


by social grades or by occupations, the response 
eame readily from the young manhood. Bus- 
bands, fathers, and sons — often the only son of 
a family with an unbroken male lineage and 
alw*ays the object of someone’s pride and ambi- 
tions — went willingly to the recruiting oflice, 
the camp, and the battlefield. Most of them 
nt'eded no urging, though some liad family or 
business re^sponsibilit ios which might well have 
induced tliem to hokl bat^k until all had to go. 
Tliousands of them left behind wives and 
mothers who liid the natural feedings of w’onuTi 
behind tlu* proud spirit of patriotism. Nothing 
could be finer than the fortitude witli which tlic 
wonaai of the country sent their sons and 
liusbands to face the uncertain fortunes of war. 
There was little glamour in the departure of tlu^ 
troof)s. They went away when they had 
finished their training and were rtuxdy for t h(‘ 
trenches, and though t hi'y sometimes had a 
“ last leave ” — the very words boro a solemn 
and almost tragic. signili(;ance their actual 
time of sailing and ik^stination were generally 
.kept sec^ret even from themselves. Now and 
then, liowever, there was an approach to the 
old scenes associated with tla? setting out for 
war, and women marched alongside their men 
from the depot to the railway station with a 
band at the head. All tlxrough the war women 
were reminded that tlieir men were soldiers 
first and sons or Imsbaiuls afterwards. They 
could not even know at any given time in what 
part of any theatre of war their “ soldier boys ” 
might be. By a wonderfully etlicient j)ostal 
service fliey were able to commiinical e, subject 
always to censorship, and as a fiirtlior outlet 
ft>r their solicitude fhey were able to send 
parcels of food, clothing and other comforts. 
For the rest, save wdien men came liome on 
leave, the women-folk could not forget that 
they had for good or ill relinquislied their own 
claim before the country's need. T<Jie vv’oinen 
who had no relatives in the Army, and they 
were few, wore not to be denied an opportunity 
of sfiowing that they too were proial of and 
graftdul to the soldiers, and many a man who 
eoukl claim no relatives at home found himself 
the recipient of letters and gifts from friends he 
iiad never known. 

The Navy, like the Anny, stole men away, 
though not against their will. The postal ad- 
dress of a man serving in the fleet was “ H.M.S. 

. c/o G.P.O.” and when a woman consigned 

a letter or a parcel to a relative or perhaps a 
“ lonely ” sailor she had simply to trust tlie 




\\Val'cticld ^ f psotn. 

RECRUITS OF THE UNIVERSITIES AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS HRICADE IN 

TRAINING AT EPSOM. 


— for almost from tho first it was tho rule thiit 
the next of kin shoiikl ho directly informed 
before the casualties were [>ublish<’d — not ono 
word of reproach came from the women. 

Here, then, was tlie second governing fact. 
Wliile many of those left behind were prosper- 
ing according to all material standards, those 


from thi^ lips of the men who retnrnc'd on leave, 
the nation at honui vc‘ry gradually learnc‘<l 
something of the horror-< of the war. '^fhe sight 
of the ev^c^r-increasing army of l)roken mf‘n 
brought back from the trenches and scattered 
throughout the country madf^ tlioso lK)rrors 
more real. But of the wrecking of homes, by 
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sinjzlo cotta^^os and by w hole* tow'ns, and of the 
})la.sting of fair and h^rtilo conn try sides, and of 
atrocities cf>rnniittcd against old men, w'ornen, 
and young children, the jiiass of the people saw 
nothing, exee'pt when tln^y were reproduced 
on a smaJl scale by raiders in the air or on the 
sea. Starvation, destitution, and mis(*ry — 
tlie u-ceoinpaninients of war iiH they were in 
llelgium. Northern France, and Serbia -^were 



EXAMINING CASUALTY LISTS 
In the tir?it months of the War. 

not sec'ii in (bvat Hritnin. bN'en war's “suck- 
ling babo Taxation ” did not greatly harass the 
the bulk of the ]jeople. But for the hiinian tic'S 
whicli linked the nation with its manhood in 
arms tlu^ war was remote, and its effects on the 
ordinary life of the nation w'(*re mainly indirect. 

The stat(*inent of th(*st* cardinal factors does 
not detract in a.ny way from the fine temper 
displayed by tlu* Britisli nation during the 
w’liole (*oiirse of the war. The prosperity which 
it ert'ated in certain levels of society was the 
(‘ffe<*t and not the object of the people’s labour. 
Shell-making and other munitions work may 
have attracted women in domestic service or 
other nonnal occupations bec‘ause it was well- 
paid work ; but it w’as also hard work, involving 
often a prolonged physical strain and night 
labour, and it is at letvst doubtful whether many 
would have persisted in it for the sake merely 
of the good wages. -Some, indeed, of the 


women who went into munition factories, and 
probably all the men wdio volunteered to work 
thoro during their spare time — for many proft‘s- 
sioiial men and men of business gave up thoii* 
Sundays to work in Woolwich Arsenal and othci* 
factories — thought nothing of the payment. 
They were “ doing their bit,’* as they would say, 
and the other men and w'omen who toiled for 
Jong iiours at w^ar w^ork of one kind or another 
also revived their flagging energies by the 
reflection that they were helf)ing to win tho w’ar. 
If there w^as one thing which all the people had 
in common it was this eagern(*ss to help. As 
time went on and it boeamo clear that victory 
could not bo achieved without a complete 
mobilization of the man-power and w'omau- 
powor of the (uiUre nation it seemed as if 
citizenship caiTied with it a now obligation, and 
for any man or woman to bo doing nothing of 
national importance became a reproach. Tlic^n* 
w^as work of many kinds to bo done, some of it 
physit^ally arduous and some loss exhausting. 
By tacit consent the tasks aw’aiting woiiu'ii 
W’ere iUlotb^d roughly in such a way that tiu* 
mon* streniions occupations fell mainly to thos»^ 
who w'ere most accustom(‘d to physical exertion 
and who had to work to live, tho sedentary and 
less heavy occupat ions to w’omen who were not; 
used to maiiiial labour but- who were in need of 
wages, an<l tho lightest though not the l(*ast 
important duties to w'omon who could afford to 
uiulertake them without payment. 

From the first tho wH3men of title or position, 
l(*d by tho Queen, gave (imo, money and ability 
to organising or helping on some movement for 
tho care and comfort of tho broken soldier and 
the bereaved «amoiig their sister-women. First 
and foremost, there were hospitals w’hieh need(‘d 
women’s aid. Tlio superb response of tho 
w'omen of England to the call for nurses, the 
work of tho Red Ooss and the Voluntary Aid 
Detachments, form the subject of a separate 
chapter,* and need only be noted here. Then 
there* were funds to be replenished for sorni* 
beneficent war purpose. There wore matinee 
performanees to be arranged in support of this 
or that obji'ct, concerts to bo promoted, 
bazaars to be organized. The “ flag ’* day, »n 
ingenious but rather over-w’orked plan for col- 
lecting tho spare money of the multitude bj 
soiling them small button-hole emblems whicli 
secured them immunity from appeals for the 
rest of the day, provided another form of w^ar 

• Vol. IV, Chapter LXXI—“ Women’s Work in the 
War(l).“ 
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vorvice for women of iho leisurod cla'^ses. They 
r n ated and carricnl on free buhVls for soltlkrs 
.uul sailors at the railway stations, largely 
ill . response to a lett(‘r published in 77/e 
rimes from a soldier wlio signed him- 
-..'If “ On Leave and TireiL’* Tlioy showc'd 
taste and tireless energy in the decora- 
tion and stuffing of Y.M.(\A. Inits in th<^ 
fiiilitary eaniiJs and near tlie railway termini. 
Above all, they exhausted all their thoughtful- 
ness in contriving schemes for liglitt'iiing the 
trials of the wounded and brightening tlu' lif/^ 
of t lie convalescent soldic'rs and sailors. T<‘a 
parties were given hi private housi's, motor- 
ejirs were provided, grouj)s of men were' taken 
lor tri[)s on the ri\er in the summer months ; 
in short, cveryMiing that could be doni‘ to 
entertain the wounded was doin', and in that 
J;ibour of sympathy and gratitude tin' wonnui 
(►f the richer classes found a field for tin'ir 
voluntary efft/rt, whil<' their sistt'rs of other 
ciu.sses w(*re making shells or <lri\ing va.ns. 
There was work for all, and, according to tin'ir 
iiulividua.1 opportunities, the vast body of tin' 
men and women who remained at. honn' gavi' to 
it ungnwlgingly their abilit ies a.ud their ('uergies. 
It is to t In' infinitt^ cn'dit of tin' ]n'o|)le t hat t heir 
jwlaptation to tin' s(*rvic(^ of war was almost 


wholly tin' result of their own initiative. 
Whatever pireparat ions for war may have been 
lockt'd np in tin* i>igeoii-liol('s of Oovernment 
depiart ments, there was certainly among them 
no schi'iiie for tho conversion of tlie nation from 
the ])eacefiil pursuits of industry, commerco, 
scit'uco and tin' rest to tho supplying of tho 
manifold and unex[)ecti*d rt'tpiiivmcnts of treneh 
warfare on a colt>ssal scale ; aiul althoiigli, w In'ii 
tho need was realis<Hl, tin'i tJovernment pro- 
duced the organisc'rs, it was the volunta-ry 
eflort of the ]>('oplo themselves which elTected 
the t iMnsforniiU i(»n. 

^lonth iiftej- nninih, in spite of tlie strain 
of tln^ ar on in'rve and Inxly, of the incon- 
vi'nu'uees and discomforts of a st'ries of rc'- 
strietivc' measures af'feeting sonn' of its old- 
4‘sta.hlisln‘d habits, a.nd of Ininlships involved 
ill a progrc'ssi vi^ eoiit raet ion of the supply of 
ei'rtaiu of the primary a.rti(‘U's of food, tho 
ualion p<'rs(‘V('re( 1 in its toil. Now and IIk'ii 
its even surfaet' wa,s rullU'd by labour unrest 
hen' and a strike t here, hut t h(*'-^(‘, as a rule*, we're 
loeeil a.n(.l traiisilory j/la'iiome'iia.. and the* iini- 
xe'i'sal chorus of disa.ppre>\ al which the*y evoked 
sloweel that the lu'art of tlu^ natie>n wa.s souiul. 
'.rill' si'cri't. of this calm, restraineel te'inpc'r a.ud 
this dilig(*nt, inde'fat iga.hk* a ppliea.l ioii to the* 
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business of war making, whatever it cost, lay 
in the conviction, firmly rooted in the minds 
of all but a negligible fraction of the people, 
that they wore engaged in a struggle which 
was not of their seeking, but from which no 
upright nation could staml aloof. At tirst, 
tlirough no fault of their own, they had no 
clear understanding of the stern and bitter 
nature of the struggle. They were told little 
of its progress, and the little they were told 
was often misleading. Bad nows— the loss of 
a shif) or a trench was often withheld from 
them until rumour luid magjiified the rev^erse 
into a catastrophe, and even when the truth 
was told it was not always the whole truth. 
Long after it was known to the few that the 
Army needed guns and shtdls, and that men 
were being killed for want of them, the fact 
was concealed from the country. For many 
inontliH, although they must have known that 
every check on land or sea sent men flocking 
to the recruiting oftic'os, the Covernmont 
consistently refused to take the public into their 
confidencti, and it was only after valuable lime 
had been lost that they ceased to practise 
concealment except when it was imperatively 
dictated by strategic considerations. In the 
meantime military and naval projects, about 
which there was every riMVson for preserving the 
utmost secrecy, were btnng freely discussed over 


the dinner table in the entourage of thoso 
wlio were responsible for their conception. 
The scandal of indiscretion in high plact^ 
became so notorious that on March 2, IDlo, 
public attention was called to it in 
trenchant leading article in The Timv.s, 
which urged Ministers to put an end to 
“thoughtless chattfT of their strategical 
intentions among those about thein.” 
Yet all through the trying period win n 
the (government were reluctant to tell the 
public how critical and protracted was tin* 
conflict in which they were involved, the faitli 
of the nation in the cause in which it had (‘in- 
barked did not wavt^r, and when the immensity 
<d* the struggle gradually came to be made known 
to them they only devoted themselves the more 
grimly to the performance of their duty. 
Equalled only by their l)elief in the justice of 
their cause was their confidence in the inviiui- 
bility of their Armies. Not for a moment did 
they even contemplate the possibility of 
tlefeat. There were some who feared that tli(?y 
were too sanguine of success, and who de|)r(s 
cated undue optimism, oven at the risk of 
being dubbed pessimists for their pains. Hut 
if the people were at any time too much iii* 
cliru?d to take victory for grant ed the fault again 
lay with those? leadcTs who, knowing the facts, 
glossed over the unpleasant and on the rest 



[By pefMifision of the pfopriglors of ** The Bystander'* 
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built up inspiring pruspocts which events 
somotiines failed to justify. The war exploded 
many old creeds, political and otlior, and 
among the wreckage lies the doctrine that a 
country always has the governiueut which it 
deserves. 

The confidence of the country in its soldiers 
was reflected in its own splendid clieerfulness. 
The soldier fiimself, in training, at the front, or 
home on leave, was incurably good-humoured. 
The public read how, when the outlook was 
darkest and the work afoot was grimmest, h«* 
cracked a joke to show that he was undaunted, 
and the public responded to his mood. Thou- 
sands of people laugheil fiver a number of 
sketches of trench lihi <lrawn by Captain 
Uruce Bairnsfather, in whi<rh, though critics 
cavilled at their crudeness and the broad- 
ness of their humour, there was pictured 
the irrepressible spirit of It'vity in which 
the British Army bore the rigours and risks 
of war and (larricd out its stem purpose. 
Hundreds and thousands of peo[il<i went to see 
the cimmiatogi’aph films taken at the battle of 
the Somme, and noticed that the soldier could 

t 

be gay though his work was grave. Something 
of the same appearance of frivolity cloaking a 
resolute will was caught by the nation which 
had produced lh(^ soldiers. They refused to 
become sombre or austere unk^ss gaiety or 
indulgence iiiterforetl with the su[)remo [purpose. 
At the call to €H*onomy men and women alike 
♦scrutinized cand'ully their outlay on clothes ; 
but fashion still h(d<l some of its sway — K?ss 
imperious, pf^rhaps, in its commands, and less 
tickle in its fancies, yet occasionally set ting its 
seal on some distinctive stylo of dress. Some- 
times it would borrow from the naval uniform, 
sometimes from the military. But in none 
of its changes was it extreme, and from one 
seivson to another it saiictioneil a plain, 
serviceable costume which nt^ed iu)t be costly 
but must not be dral^. Surprisingly little 
of the unrelieved black of mourning was 
worn, and crepe was scarcely worn at all. 
Outwardly, as well as in spirit, brightness 
was the rule. 

Not even the darkening of tlu^ strec-ts of 
London and other toums within the range of 
Zeppelins subdued the spirits of the people. 
The darkness had many drawbacks, notably 
when winter nights were foggy, and on those 
whose nerves were highly strung it may hav^e 
had a subtle depressing effect ; but the public 
as a whole regarded the gloom at first as some- 


thing novel and almost amusing, and when the 
novelty had worn off most of them forgot it. 
Tlio compensation provided by the “ daylight 
saving ” experiment in the summer of 1916 was 
keenly appreeiated. Tlie many diflicuJties which 
had been foresetni by those who oj)posed tlie 
Summer Time Act prov’ed in most cases to he 
unsubstantial. A few isolated farmers in 
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various parts of th(' country I ho only class 
whiiiihadareal argumt'iit on t heir side* — adopted 
the traditional ])olicy of passive nssistance to- 
wards what they regarded as ifc innv-fangled 
id«»a of tinkering willi thf^ clock, and suffered the 
penalty of consitk'ralilo inconvcni<*nc(\ It was 
found, however, by a Commit te(^ appointed by 
the Home Office that opinion was over- 
wiielmingly in favour of the stiieme, and on 
their advic*' it was ngain adopted in the summer 
of 1917. 

Thii war had littk^ effi^ct on the indoor amuso- 
nu*nt.s of the people. There was a period in the 
first inf^ths of the war wiien the public stayed 
away from the? theatre's. Plays had to be with- 
drawal, and at the music halls pe^rformers 
accepted |>ercentages of the wee-kly takings 
instc^ad of their contract salaries. This depres- 
sion did not last, and by Christnuvs. 1914, any 





\By special pctmhsinn of the propritt',rs of “ Pumh.** 
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production wliicli uppcn.lcd to tho popular tasto 
could bo played to satisfactory audit*iicos. In 
one soiiso tlio rccovc‘ry was part iai. For plays of 
a tlioii^litful or serious tyj)o (Iktc' was little 
diMiiand. SolditTs bt'caiia* tli(^ jiiost rc*^ular 
patrons of tlie th(‘ivlres, and tlH\y asked for 
laiigliter, easily remembered melodies, and 
briglit spectacle. Tiio irrosjjonsibk' form of 
entertaininont to whieli tlie naiiu^ of rcimc had 
been given, although it often lacked the wit and 
topical jest of tluj rerne as it is known in France, 
became so popular that the theatres followed in 
the wak(‘ of tJi<' music halls and cater(Ml for the 
c*raz(‘. Fv(‘n in the third y<*ar of the war, when 
th(* tlcM'line of revue had Ixvn [)roph(‘sied f<»r 
months, ten of the h'ading theatres aiul halls in 
London still relied for their j>rogramm4‘s on this 
light i‘st of all forms of amust'mt nt. An explana- 
tion of the d(‘mand for farce, musical comedy 
and revue, and the com])arati\e neglect of tht' 
more sober and h'ss amusing entertainments 
must 1)0 traced to the desire, ])ar®bularly 
markt'd among tin* soldieiv, tt) <*scape for an 
liour or two from the sterner side of life to which 
so many wore bound by their duties. A much- 
prized dt'coration on the walls of the dug-outs 
in France in 1916 was a poster mlvertising “ The 


Bing Boys,” the most su(;(‘essful of all tlu^ 
revuff^ ; and oiio of the first actions of huiidn'ds 
of oflicM'rs and ni(‘n arriving homo on leave from 
tlH^ Front was to Ixjok a seat , if on<^ could be got, 
to SCO this mi'rry production. 

Apart from the soldi<*rs, tho theatres obtaino<l 
th<“ii i^hief support from women, and this may 
a(MM)unt for tho fact that the few non-musical 
plays which achieved the distinction of long 
runs were plays of sentiment. “ Romaiiee ” and 
“ Beg o’ ^ly Heart ” wei\* typical examples of 
the* kind 4>f work which found ai)proval. Ft)r a 
long time then* was no call whatever for plays 
which touched upon tho war. “ London Pride,” 
a coin(‘dy which jinked up the \Vestern Front 
with the Fast Fnd c)f London, eventually broke* 
through the urulelined but singularly rigid 
embargo. This success, it may be, was achieved 
b<*causc the authors allowed tho people to laugh 
both at and with the soldiers of tho new Armies, 
and bt'cause they satiriz<*d unmercifully some of 
the more familiar of the civilian humbugs whom 
tho war had developed. Opera, as an incidt'iit of 
the social round, was swept away at the Jjogin- 
ning of the war with all the other things which 
in days of peace w(*ro fitted into the formula 
known as tho London ” Reason, “ Covent 
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Garden closed its doors, and Caruso and other 
highly i^aid cosmopolitan singers wen' heard 
only in the neutral count ries. Later, howe\ er, 
owing mainly to the initiative of Sir 'rhoinas 
Beecham, opera in Faiglisli came into its own, 
and by the end of the thinl year of the war it 
had become firmly established. It has been 
noted that the public showed no eagerness to 
see serious plays. Then' was one (Mirious 
exception to this attitude'. In the early part of 
1917 the ban which for many years had pn*- 
vented the performance of Ibsen’s “ Ghosts ” 


raise the tax by substantial amounts, he bowed 
to criticism, modified tlit' scale, and postponed 
the operation of tlie higher taxation. 

Outdoor amustMiients were greatly <‘urtai1ed, 
partly by voluntary action and [lartly at the 
dictation of the ( Joverunn'iit. While millions 
of the young int*n wi're in arms public, opinion 
rex'olted against the thought/ that crowds of 
thciir tt'IIows who for oiu^ r<*ason or another hail 
not gone shoulcl gatlu'r at the cricket ground or 
football ground to watch otlu'r able-bodied mi'ii, 
mostly f>f milita.ry age, engagi'd in the contests 



THE FINISH OF 

and plays by Brieiix, the French dramatist, 
which deal with si'xual problems, was removi'd, 
and they were pl iyod to large aiidic'nces. 

The big attendances at the tlieatres and nnisic 
halls and the still largi'r crowds which flock<*d 
daily to the cinematograph ]3ahu*('s attract<*cl 
the attention f>f the Gharu'i'llor of the Fxcheciuer 
in 191G as a source of revenue, and in tiii' 
Budget of that year Mr. McKenna intriidiiceil 
an entertainiiK'nts tax. Fquitably graded, the 
tax w^as cheerfully ])aid ; but when, twelve 
months afterwards, :Mr. Bonar Law proposi'd 
to stiffen the levy he found little aiiproval for 
liis proposal. After announcing his intention to 


THE “DERBY,” 1915 

of sjiort. 'fln' world of sportsmen, profess! oiuirl 
;i,nd amateur, sen! its full quota of men into tb<i 
Army, u-nd tlu^ condiMunat ion of spiu'tacular 
cricket and footliall whs no n^llection eitln^r on 
the pla\’crs or the game. Fricket, except 
public-scliool matcln^s, was abandoiu^d, mid 
more than onti of the first -cla-ss grouicls was 
turm^d to Jinotlier use. Football, which is 
organized on a sf)m<*w’hat different liasis and in 
which th(^ liv't'lihood of tin? playt'rs was at 
s^ike, continuc'd on a re<luced scale, though by 
common consent most of the newsjiapcrs dis- 
carded the ]3ractic(‘ of n^porting more than the 
bare result of the games. Ktwiug was tho 
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A PROMINHNT POSTER IN PICCADILLY, 1916. 


ftiibiocf. of (liroct action })y the Governnieat. 
Soon the outbreak of war it was thought 

iiecressary, as a ukwuis of relieving tlie railways 
from th(? (lisloeation <*ause(l by race traffic 
and kuiving Ukmii inon^ free to handle the 
tralTie of war, to restrict the number of race 
iiu^<Uin.gs In‘ld during tlie season. In 1910, 
as the result of negotiations btdwt^en the Ihmrd 
of Trade and t he .loekt^y Club, all prov^ineial 
tixtores wt^n^ earieelled (except two meetings 
<‘aeli at Lingth^ld, (Jatwiek and \Vinds(»r and 
thriMi at N<nvburv, while four extra meetings 
were san(^tioiu‘(l for Ninvmarkc^t. Ft was, 
liowcwH^r, stipulat(*«l that no s[HMMal railway 
facilities should be provided for horses or 
visitors. In spite of this, the attendance at the 
mei^tings at (*aeh of the five courses was eon- 
sidtu'able. motor-ear took the j)laee of the 

train -it wjis, in fact, insisted liy tlie racing 
authorities that visitors should travid liy road - 
and the sight of hundreds of ears on their way to 
a course or piirked alongsidi' th(^ course called 
forth strong protests from many (piarters 
against what was lu‘ld to a wanton waste 
of fietrol. As will lie presiMitly explained, 
drastic rest rietions wi're im|)os(‘d towards the 
middle of that yixu* on the purchase of motor- 
spirit. .Vt the bt'ginning of 1917 it was under- 
stood that tln^ limited number of nu'etings 
permitti'd in the j>revious year would be 
n‘peati'!d ; but shortly after the season began 
it- was intimated io the Jockey Club that the 
food situation was so serious as to forbid the 
unnecessary consumption t)f oats ])y liorses in 
training an<l it was announced that all racing 
w’ould be abaialoned. An agitation at once 
arose from all tlu' interests concerned in horsi*- 
brtHMling, and it was vigorously conteiuled that 
the total stoppage of racing would strike a grave 
blow at an industry which was of national, and, 
moreover, of military, importance, hlvontiially, 
early in July, it was decidi'd that approximatcdy 
forty days’ racing should be allowed at New’- 
jnarket and other specified places, and that not 
more than 15 lbs. of oats a day would bo 


released for horses in training to the maximum 
number of 1,200 horses. It was now, for the 
first time, made a <;ondition that not only 
should sp(x*ial trains not be run for race-goers, 
but motor-(*ars and taxi-cabs should not be 
used. The effect of this condition w'as to 
tleprive the race meeting of the last vestige 
of its social or recreative aspect, and to reduce 
it to its practical function of serving as a test 
of bloodstock. Hunting was almosf. i*ntirely 
suspended, partly ])erhaps for sentimental 
reasons, but mainly because most of the young 
men were serving in the King's forces and the 
wouK'U w’ere occupied in w’ar w’ork. Golf 
clubs were denuded not only of their members 
but of tluxr professionals in many cases and 
their caddies. For a man wJio appeared to bo 
of military age and fitness to be seen in jiublic 
carrying a bag of clubs or a tiMinis racquet was 
rare, and only a bold man would face the 
ordeal. 

Motoring, it has already been indieati'd, was 
subject to seven' restrictions. OwJng to tlu^ 
urgent demand for pi'trol for military and navcJ 
purposes, and the need for husbanding th(‘ 
shipping tonnage in view of the inroads maile on 
the mercantile fleet by enemy submarines, it 
was necessary to establish a rigid control over 
the distribution of motor spirit, aiul ph'asure 
motoring was the first to suffer. The w^ay had 
be(‘ii paved towards a curtailment of tlu^ use 
of ])rivate motor-cars, first by an Order of the 
jNIinistry of Munitions prohibiting the manu- 
factun* of private cars, secondly by a Board of 
Trade Order forbidding their importation, and 
thirdly by a sharp increase under the fourth 
War Budget in the licence duties on motor 
vehicles. In April, 1919, following a strong 
public protest wliich found expression in the 
correspondence columns of T/ic Times against 
the scandalous w’aste of spirit on the part of 
race-goers, a C^munittee was set up by tho 
Board of Trade to control its supply and 
distribution. The Committee lost no time in 
taking a census of supplies and requirements. 
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and ill July a system of ratiouintr Vwrnco 
was instituted. A quarter of a million permits 
were issued for annjunts varyin^r atM'ordiim to 
the degree of national import anee attaelu'd 
to the purpose for wliieh eacli ear was used. 
Thougli eomplaints of unezjual treatment were 
plentiful, and often justi(i(‘d, th(‘ grip of tlu' 
Committee was gradually tightened until 
motoring for pleasun^ almost dii‘d out. I'lie 
hiring of “ private ” (!ars was also rigiilly 
controlled, but tlu- hackney cab was only 
slightly affected and the taxi-cab ilriver 
grew more autocrat ie and extortionate. Simul- 
taneously in London the sfu'vice of motor- 
omnibuses was reduced, and at tlu' holiday 
resorts tlu^ motor chars -a bancs disaj)peared. 
The hindrance ])la<*tMl in the way of a luNilthy 
])astime mainly contined to the well-to-do 
had one noticeable result. CVcling, which 
before the war \^a.s rai)idly losing its charm 
•owing to the invasion of the naids aiul laia‘s 
by streams ot noisy, dust-ra.isiiig, fast- 
iiioving motor-cars, r(‘ga.in<*(l its popula.rity 
as a chea£) and convtaiit'nt nu‘a.ns of com- 
bining travel with ex(a-cis(^ and escaping 
from the turmoil of cities to tlie ((uiet 
and revitalising air of tlu* op<m country. 


1 he h)ss of the few as thus the* gain of 
the many. 

I his was not the only change' w hich the 
war naide in tin' comfori of those' tlia-t t raved 
by hind. In ldH> (ho eh'mands ineidt', or like'ly 
to he' made', by tiu> .Vrniy, ne)t einly on the' 
stalhs e)f the' railways, but e>n the'ir n>lling stexdx, 
coinpe-llcel the' ( Jeive'riune'iit 1 e> ta.ke* steps fe>r 
the disce)urage*mi‘nt of unne'e*e'ssary jeairne'ys 
by rail. Xo enie*, ol course*, ha.d tlmiighl e»f 
railway trave'lling as some'thing e nje>ya.ble‘ feer 
its e>wn sa,ke‘, ]>ut the* bieilit ies atTe>rele‘el by the' 
railways fe)r rapiel tra-iisil ivere* se) abundant, 
and the* e'e>st was se) niexle'rat e*, that exe-ursie)ns 
fre>m place' te) phie'e* te> visit trie'iuls and rt'hit i \’e‘s. 
or mc'i’edy le).s«*('k (dia-nge* eef aii* a.nd se't'iie'ry* 
tex)k a. pre)mine‘nt plae-e* ame»ng (he* jime-nitie's 
of lite'. Ill orele'i* tee put a. ehe'ek te) the* weiste 
of labour, mone‘\ a.nd tiie*! e'ause'd by what, 
may lx* e alle'el hi\ur\' tra.\e‘l, aiiel te> re'h'asc me'ii, 
engine's and rails for se-rx ie*e‘ in h’ra.nce*, llie* 
railway e eimpanie's, w hie*h we're' ne)w we)rking 
nnde'r unilie'd State e'ontre)!, se't to work te» re*vise' 
the'ir t ime'-t a>l)le's. ( ’e)mpe*t it i ve* se'rsices on the? 
main trunk line's we're* dise'emt inue*d, che'ap t'x- 
cursions we're* eTiiU'i'lle'd , long-disl anee* c'xppi'sse's 
W'(*re* made' to se*r\e* int e'rnu'elia.t e* statiems, aitid 
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liundred.s of trains disappoarod from the rail- 
way guide. As a further deterrent to passen- 
g(*rs, far(*s were* increased by one -half on 
January 1, 1917, and a month or two later thc^ 
public were told tliat they must handle their 
own baggage, and tliat not more than 100 lbs. 
of luggage would 1)(‘ permitted for any one 
traveller. On most of the railways, also, 
ns tail rant cars c(»ased to run. The cumula- 
tivi* (‘fh'ct of these changes was to turn a 
journey by rail from a tolerably comfortable 
and not expensive method of travel into some- 
thing like a penanct*, at once costly and weari- 
some. Out of considcTation for the multitude 
of [K'ople who live on the fringes of towns and 
journey by railway to and from their plac*es 
of })usin(*ss, th() prices of st^ason ticki'ts and of 
small metropolitan fares were not raised, and the 
services of suburban trains during the busy hours 
of the morning and evening were })ut slightly 
reduced. There was th<Tefort5 no dislocation 
of k'gitirnatf? and nec<‘ssary travel, but there 
was a distinct curb on the “ week-end ” habit, 
and in the summer the exodus of holiday 
juakers from the towns to the seaside and the 
inland health resorts was greatly lessiaied. 
The coast resorts, and especially those on the 


East and South-East coast, which depend 
largely on the seasonal influx of visitors from 
the industrial centres, vied with one another 
in offering attractions to towm-dwellers, and 
during the height of the holiday season many 
of them were crowded, chiefly witli women and 
children. But the familiar scenes of bustle 
at the stations and overcrowding at the sea- 
fronts which were associated with the “ holiday 
rush” of pre-war times were missing, and on 
some of the seaside towns the war pressed 
heavily. So serious was the shrinkage of 
their trade and so grave the loss of rate-revenue 
through the falling emy^ty of shops, boarding 
houses, and private residences, that the 
Government came to their relief with grants in 
aid of th(‘ municij)al authorities and the dis- 
tressed inhabitants. 

The limitation of travel for pleasure, whether 
by motor-car or by train, was oik* of Hie minor 
inconveniences of a state of war, and was 
accepti'd \v\i h gem^ral equanimity as a necessary 
nuisance. Kar more important from tho 
.standpoint of the ordinary citizen was tho 
rc\striction and regulation of the trade in 
alcrJiol. It is not necessary to rt‘count hero 
the lustory of tho steps taken by the Govern- 



PASSENGERS HANDLING THEIR OWN LUGGAGE AT A LONDON RAILWAY 
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A GLASGOW CROWD WAITING TO BUY WHISKY. 


inc'iit, by legislation and administratively 
through the meelianisin of lla* (%‘ntral (.'ontrol 
Board (Liquor Trallic), to get a tight grip on 
the “ drink t rathe. It is sutlieient to record 
that by tJio spring of 1017 soini* ;J8,()(H>,t)0t) 
out of a total estiinat(‘d population in (treat 
13ritaiii of 41,000,000 were living under orders 
'which cut d<'ej)ly into one of tin* oldest and 
most firmly rooted of the national liabits. 
'^fhe hours during w'iiicli the puhli<* cjould buy 
alcoholic liquor were stringently reduced, the 
potency of spirituous liquors was greatly 
weakimed, the custom of “treating” was 
forbidd<*n, the total cpiantity of drink for dis- 
tribution was limited, and tin* jiriee of every 
kind of intoxicant was unlimited. It is safe to 
say that, for the sake of the war, the nation 
submitted to an interference littli* short of 
revolutionary w’ith one of the most (*stablished, 
and [lerhaps to some the most highly priz<*d 
of its social liberties, and that changt*s wen* 
wrought by a few strokes of the ]n*n which at 
any other time would liave occupied many 
sessions of Parliament and have aroused a 
storm of agitation throughout the country. 
To suggest that the drastic control <>f the 
liquor t rathe was borne by (he whole of the 
non-toetotal public without a grumbh* would 
be misleading. In some cases it was op(*nly 
resented, and harsh words were used of th<? 
somewhat novel and autocratic body which 
acted as the instrument of th<? Government 
in enforcing its policy. But there was little 
or no active opposition to any of the measures 


of tin* Boai*d. Th(*y were jii'^tihed at first by 
their [airpost*, afti'rwards by their results ; 
and in spiti* of th<* disturbance tlH*y <*ausi'd to 
the nu'thods by which brcwt*rs, distillers, jiiul 
yaiblicans (*ondu(*t('d (ht*ir busiiH*ss tin* Hoard 
enjoyed in all tlu'ir actions tla^ loyal co- 
operation of “ f h(* Tradi*.” It is n\at(*rial to 
remember that in its initiation the control of 
the tralla* was (‘ss(‘nf ially a mc*asiire for tin* 
more t'fTeetivt' prosecution of tin* war. Its 
object wais to put an end t«) exe«*ssiv«' indul- 
gence on. fln^ part of a, minority of w'orknn*n in 
tln^ armann'iit works, do(*ks, shipyards, and 
c>tln*r eentn’S of war a.«*tivify, in the interests 
of betti*r t ime-ke(*ping and gn'ater output, 
ddn* powers of tin* Hoard wdn*n it was created 
about, a >^ear after tin* out bi*eak of war wer(^ 
expressly defined as applyiiig to ar(*as in 
which war material was being made, loaded, 
iin1oad(*d, or olherwisc* dea.lt with, and if. was 
to districts coming obviously within that, 
category that the ea.rliest ()rd<*rs of the Hoard 
wen* confiin*d. Hut gradua-lly tin* whole 
country w'as (^on\'(*rted into one great war 
machine, and tin* <*ontrol over its drinking 
itabits was similarly exteiuh'd. The result 
was a remarkable incn*as<* in fin* sobri(*ty of 
(In* nation. Aft<*r full allow'an<*<* is made for 
the absence of millions of men who were on 
.st‘rv'i(n*, tin* increasing public; sens*; of tin? 
national emergency, the break-up »)f home? life 
involvx'd by the departure of the nn*n and the 
more general industrial employment of the 
women, the increased earnings of many of the 
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workors, tho strain and (‘xcitoinont insoparaldo 
fiM)m war conditions, and all other j>ossi})lo 
factors on one side or tfic other, tliere is ample 
H,iid con<*Iusive (*\'ideiic(‘ that the \\i>rk of tlie 
Hoard brought about a inarkc'd decline in the 
ex(!ossiv"e eonsum[)tion f)f intoxicants. 

police f'ourts providci a vaihiablo, though 
])y no m(‘ans a [)erf(‘ct, test. Tn 11)13 the 
total number of convictions for drunkt'n- 
ncss in (Jrcattr J.«ondon and the 3G bor<)ughs 
\^ith populations of more tlum 100,000 was 
118,207, iuid in 1014 tlie numli(‘r was about 


excitement of tlie war upheaval and the 
receixit of sc'paration allowances in lump 
payments. Jhit between 1914 and 1915 tho 
number t)f convictions of women for drunken- 
ness dropped by 2,000, and between 1915 and 
1910 it fell by nearly 14,000. 

The drink problem, which was thus brought 
a long way towards solution by administrative 
Orders of the Oentral Board, was also attacked 
from other angles. In order to secure a supply 
of alcohol for munition purposes tho ^linistry 
of ^lunitions took control of tho distilling of 



WHLUING AEROPLANE PARTS BY 

tiu* siune — 117,489. By the end of 1915, when 
the ]^i(juor Control B<»ard had been in exist- 
ence for six months, the total had fallen to 
88,830 ; in 1910, aiior a full yt'ar of control, 
tlu^re was a further fall to 52,783 convictions : 
and by tlu' middle of 1917 tlua'e \\ as every hojie 
that drunkeniu'ss jis mt'asured .by this test 
would 1)0 reduce*! to one-third of the pre-war 
figure. Analysis of tlu* figures shows that the 
decline in inebriety among woiiumi, excej^t in 
tlu» first year of the war, wj\s almost as great 
as in the case of men. In the closing months 
of 1914 there was an aidual increase in tlrinking 
by women who were contirmed drinkers, an 
CN'il which w’lis probably inseparable from the 


MEANS OF ACETYLENE BLOW-PIPES. 

spirits. For revenue purposes tho Chancell*)r 
of the Kxeherpier increased the taxation of 
alcoholic licpiors. In order to reh^ase tonnage 
for essi'utial cargoes the Board of Trade 
limited the im])ortation of brewing mat<‘rials. 
Finally, wIhmi it became imperative that no 
foodstuff should be used for purposes other 
than the feeding of tho public, the newly 
ereateil Ministry of Food placed a limit on tho 
amount of beer which might be brewed. F'ach 
of these measures tended to drive up the ]3rico 
of intoxicants, and by the middle of 1917 their 
cumulative effect was seen in a pronounced 
<lisparity between the demand for beer au<l the 
siippl}" available to meet it. In tho year before 
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tiu* w»xr tilt' total beiT procliictioii in Croat. 
Britain and Jroland wa-; :}(>,00t),000 standard 
barrels. Hy sta^^os tliis output was brought 
down to 20, 000, 000 barrels in tlio \i-ar ending 
Maroli 31, 1017. Tn Ki*briiarv that year tlii‘ 
Government fixed thi>) maximum barrelage for 
1917—18 at/ 10,000,0(K.) barrels. U'lie fui’tlii'i* 
inerease in price whicli followed tliis restriction 
gtwo rise to o])en discontiait among sections of 
the manual workt'rs, and for a fiav days there 
was something like an organized b(»y(‘ott of the 
public hous(‘s in various jiarts t)f the countrv. 


m 

also pointed out that most workers on the land, 
and notably labourt'rs liirt'd for luu’vt'st ing, 
looked t»n lu'er as t'ssential to the proper per- 
formanet' of their work. 'The atlviMit of hot 
weatlu'r ga\*t* empha.sis to these cont»*ntions, 
and on July .*) it was olbcia.ll>' announced that 
the Coveinment would sanction a,n increase of 
one-thini in tht* (piantity i»f Iumm* authorized to 
be brew<‘d lor the siinmu'r (|ua.rli*r, on i‘onditi«)n 
that roughly one-eighth of tlu‘ additional beer 
should be ol a light kind a.nd should bi' reserx ed 
for munition a.i*iMs and agritailt ural disti’icts. 
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THE “GREYHOUND” STATE TAVERN. 
Munition workers at dinner. 


A month or two later it began to b(' apparent 
that Virewing had been reduced to a p<»inl 
which meant ])Ositive dearth. T*ublica.ns found 
difficulty in getting stocks, and many of them 
were c-omptdlod to put up their shutters for a 
flay or two because* they had “ sokl out." 
Protests came from all directions, and es|)ecially 
from the munititai areas aial the agricultural 
districts. Tt wa-? pointed out that to many 
nien engaged in str(*nuous labour an<l often in 
a heated atmosphere in coal mines, iron 
foundries and steel works, particularly beer 
was a necessity for which nf) substitute satis- 
factory to them coukl be provided. It was 


It is worthy of noti^ that the King, who set t Ik^ 
example of pers<>nJJ.l a}>st iiuaici^ when I h(^ 
firink (juestion first arosi^ in a»i acute form, 
publicly recogniz(‘d tlu^ ri*asonabh‘ness of th(' 
case for this concession. In a letter sent by 
him to Mr. W'ill 'I'hcn'in*, M.P., aiid published 
on th<* <lay on which the coiu'cssion was an- 
uounf’Cfl, t h»*re a}>pcared th<* follow'ing : 

TIk* ot the* shorta;^** of Ikmt, y tinring 

ttu* snnniu-r iiumtli-;, is one that fh*mafi(is caratiil arnl 
<*on^i«lcrat The King ho[)i‘s tin* iiiattrr will 
}»<• dealt with in a eon'-jideratt^ and syiii|>at het ie manner. 

Th<*re wtis tin inttT<*sting constructive side to 
the work of the Central Control Board. At 
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Carlisle an exporirnont was inacl( in the Rtat<i 
ownc^^ship and nuinagemc^nt of licensed pre- 
mises. A disused post oilico was converted 
into an attractive? lavern-rcstaurant, in which 
tlu? facilities for the j:)iirchas<? and consumption 
of liquor were accompanied l)y facilities for 
ol>(aining well-cookc(l food at a reasonable 
^charge. 'J'lie cxjM?rinicut was a complete 
success, a striking feature being the number of 



AN ECONOMY POSTER. 

munition girls who liabitually rcsortt'd to the 
tav»*ru for meals, 'riicrc was also a great 
i?xtension of the \n orks-eantts'ii systiMii. 13y 
.May, ltU7, there were in existence or under 
i'oiist met ion well o\’t»r tiOO canti*ens for muni’ 
lions 4in<i transport workers, st)me establislieil 
by tlu? Ikiard and oth(*rs managed umler their 
supervision. This part of thi^ Hoanl’s activi- 
ties was, by univ tarsal consent, a valuable 
<‘ontributioii to t ht' humauizat ioii *)f industry. 
Their restrictive o|H'rations, as already stated, 
provoketl a certain amount of criticism, but 
were not seriously resisteil. 'The prohibition 
t>f “treating” was perhaps the least easy to 
entorct', and, biding an i)bstaclt? to the con- 

A 

\entional "'inethoil of demonstrating good 
fi'llowship, it was ratlu‘r freely infringe<l. The 
rest of the ilictates of the State were endurocl, 
more or less reluctantly ; and even those who 


chafed most under them would not seriously 
deny that, judgod by their fruits, the Liquor 
Control Board was certainly the most successful 
of all the administrative bodies sot up in 
the war. It is doubtful wdicthor it made any 
converts to temperance in the sense of total 
abstinence, but it undoubtedly arrested tho 
habit of “ soaking,” making the hcav'y drink(ir 
mod<‘rato and tho moderate drinker more 
moderate, and in some din^dions its work gave 
promise of permam^nt fruitfulness. 

Tn spite of tho patent eflicacy of tho action 
of the Board, there was a strong current of 
opinion, especially among tlio temperance 
organizations, in favour of more drastic reme- 
dies for tho secular t?vil of alcoholic indulgence, 
and from time to time vigorous demands were 
made for total prohibition. 'J'his agitation gave 
rise in many minds to a suspicion that ad- 
vantage might be taken f)f the emergency of 
war to effect a “faddist” reformatitni, and 
large sections of lh(? public v\'atched tho cam- 
paign with a kc(‘n and jealous eye. No doubt 
it contributed, with tho opposition of “the 
Trade” — a curious alliaiun? — to the sudden 
witlidravval of the Oovc^rnmont from a far 
wiser policy which liad practically been com- 
pleted. On July 11, 1917, t here vvns publislic'd 
a memorandum by tho Ctmtral tkintrol Board 
in favour of State purcliaso of the drink trade, 
which had been privately in the hands of the 
(lov^ernment for tho ]^revions six months. The 
memorandum declared that the limits of 
effc(?tive action along the lines of Orders had 
be<»u well-nigh reac'lied, and “ the successful 
prosecution of tho war was still being hampered 
by excessive eonsnmpt ion of intoxi<*at ing 
liquor.” Tor this reason tlio Board recoin - 
mended the direct and complete control of tho 
trade by t]u‘ State. The results of the ex[)eri- 
ments in that polii?y at Carlisle and eJsewiiere 
led tliein to think that it “ otTered tlie most 
rapidly effective and the liost permanent 
solution of the ])roblein.” On tiiiaiieial grounds 
tlH‘y preferred a plan of purchase outright to 
any scheme for assuming control men'ly for the 
period of the war. For the time, however, this 
project reinaiiuMl a pious aspiration. 

The hardships as distinct from the ineon- 
v'eniencf's ociwisioned by the war pressed in 
dilTeiX'ut ways and in varying degrees on the 
several classes of society. In the case of what 
might 1)0 called the incoiue-tivx paying classes, 
c'xcept those relatively few men who made a rich 
harvest out of war contracts, the pinch was 
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mainly financial While almost every item in 
the cost of living tended to rist', tin* demands of 
the tax-collector grew heavier. Income-tax 
reached an unprecedented level, patriotism 
required that every shilling that could be spared 
should be investt'd in War T^oan, and it was 
only by the exercise of a rigid t'conomy that 
many households could soh e the x^i’oblem of 
making ends meet. Among Ihe miildle classes 
the ditlieulty was fivipiently aiuMMit iuit(‘d by 
the withdrawal of tlu' breadwinner for military 
s(‘rvdco and the total or par^i^lI loss of tlie <*hief 
source of income. Though some (‘inployers 
granted to the wives of their employtH*s who 
enlisted or were railed up either th(‘ full amount 
or some proportion of their salaries, then* wia*e 
othei’s wlio made no such grant, and in sueh 
eases tlio separation allowanet‘ made* ])y tli<‘ 
(lovernment. ev»‘T4 when suj)[)lemented by 
speeial allow ancres in respeet of insurance pre- 
miums and other “civil lia])iliti<*s,” was often 
not snllicient t4» [neveiit g(‘nuin(! hardship. 
Many a woman htul a hard struggle to keep lu^r 
home intact and x>rovide h<*r cliildreii with food 
and clothing out of th(‘ c<»inp;u*n.1 ively meagre 
sum to which lu'r ineoiiw' ilwindled ; and som»‘ 
were driven to iqu'oot- their home life and go 


out into tlie labour market to earn a living, per- 
haps in the oeeupations which they had given 
up on marriage. Sometina's, in llu' east' of 
small shijpUet'pers and others who wen^ their 
own employers, tiu' call to the Army meant tiu' 
)>reak-U[) of husinesst's into which they had sunk 
all thi'ir savings and t'liergies. Tie' Trib\inals 
lip to judgi' betwi'en the civil jind military 
claims on t lu' inan*p(*w t'r of t lu* nat ion ditl much 
to protect the ‘‘one mail business” from 
destruction, eitlit'r by giving t'xi'inpt ions from 
the Army in clt*n.r eases or by encouraging 
schemes wht'ri'liy tho busiiu'sst's of those who 
were taken w ould be cn-rrit'd on for t hi‘m hy 
tliose who wen' left ; but tlu* many small shops 
aiul oJliet's to bi5 seen dereliirt in c\ ery town 
“ owing," as a notice in an empty w indow^ com- 
monly stat<*d, “to the alisence of the oc<ai])ier 
on military si'vvice,” affonh'tl some ineasnn' 
<»f the sacritict* which even the Trihuiials eould 
not ]ir(‘V’<'nt. 

TIh ‘st‘ bnrdi'iis, real as they wi're. did not. bulk 
so largely in lh<* mind of the pnl)li<* in geii(»ral 
ai.s the effects which th<' (Jcrinan siilimariite 
cain[>aign, coinliiniMl with jv fjuhire of tln^ 
harvest of 19 Ih, wiiich was almost world- 
w'idts had on thc^ food snpplii's of the luvtion. In 
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tho sit nation in this rospoet whs 
HccurHlcly dosoribod by Mr. Llf^yd (b‘or^o wlirn 
Ik* said, in a inc'rnorHldt^ sp(*r(*h nuido at Diiinloe 
on dunr 1017, “ T draw a distinotion bo- 

twfcii privation and doprival ion. 'l"hf*ro iin-s 
b«*rn no privation in Ibis country It is 

nn<inostionablt* that, in iIk* third year of the 
war a s(*ar(*ily of potatrws and f*crf*als jind to a 
loss rxtent of niarpiriiio, followed >)y a .serious 
inflation of prices all rf)nnd, caused a consider- 
able amount of hardship to tin* poorer jK'ople* ; 
))ut it is e(|nally true that tliis hardsliip never 
ix'came intolorablt*. 

J)urinj.^ tin* first two year.-; of tin* war it inay 
))e said that scarcity of food was nf)t felt at all. 
The working f*lasses, w ith higher wagi*s, actually 
t*ri joyed fjir ))ett<‘r and inon^ substantial meals 
than they had been abl(‘ to o])tain in m»rmal 
limes. IMiere wns a scarcity of sugar, due* (‘hiefly 
to the shutting off of im[K>rts from (*nemy 
sources, but with tla* merchant, ship fn‘e to come 
ami go on tlu* high seas su])plies of other things 
w<‘re fully maintained, '^riie plenty which pr<‘- 
vaik'd surprised many p<‘ople wlio had be<‘n 
tjiught to f(’ar that fninim* would follow’ fast on 
war in a <*.ouutry which rclitnl on th(‘ producti<»n 
of others for the greater part of its food, ami 


some of whom in August, 1914, indulged in ])anio 
buying to stock their larders against tin* Iningrv 
days which they believed to be imminent. The 
hoarders were V’isited by a double punishment. 
Their scltislmess drew’ upon them the odium of 
their fcdlovvs, and much of the food which thev' 
collc'ctcrd wt*nt had as a result oi the hot weather 
b<‘fore it could be* eaten. 

It was not until the autumn f)f 1910 that 
uneasiness began to be felt concerning the food 
supply. About this time Ministers made 
speeches urging national economy, l>ut their 
aj>yM'al was too vague in form to secure im 
effective response. It was ditlk'ult, t(U), to 
jiersuade ptKiple . wliose eating habits were not 
tixtravagant that thc*y must oat less when in 
hotels and n‘staurants (he most elaborate and 
expensive meals could 1)0 served to all who 
could pay for them. The (loverumeiit of tlio 
tlay* largt‘Iy as tlu^ result of a pr(\ss eainpaigii, 
ev’<‘ntually realiz»*d that iietiou as w’ell as words 
w as need(‘d. On November 17 wide pow ers were 
confem‘<l <»n the Hoard of 4Va.de for the control 
of the manufacture, sale and use of food, urul in 
the ('xc'reise of these powers the lVesidi*iit, 
Mr. W alter Runein^au, issued a Milling ()rd(‘r 
on Novcmlx'r 20 which }nade o])]igatopy a 
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A LESSON ON FOOD ECONOMY BY THE MAYOR OF KEI(;HLF:Y. 
The town of Keighley set a fine example of loyally to the Food Controller’s edicts. 


7(> cent, oxtractiou oV flour from whoal. 

’.riiis compiilsorv ailoptiou of a imxlifioil form of 
“ stamlanl ” hro i'l holpixl many <0 

uiulcTstaTid flio dauber of a food sc-arcity wilh 
whif'h tlio oou/itry wa-! thr<M<oa<‘d, a?i<l flu^ 
measuro rocudvod ^oiioral approval. Bui it also 
served to «Mupliasize tlu*. seaielal of extrava-i^aiifc 
pul)lie meals, and, aft(*r r<*pea1ed <-oiiferi‘nee.s 
with hotel and nvstaurant maua, 2 ;t‘rs, Mr. 
Kuneiman produced on I )eeeitjhi^r 5 an Ord<*r 
limiting the numhi'r of c-ourses which mi^ht be 
sf^rvHMl at lunciieon and dinner in f)laces of 
public (’fating.” ffis jjian to <'urb tli<'> a[>|ietit(^ of 
the gourmand wa.s to limit the number of dishes 
which might bet (H)nsuuHMl to a nominal two 
courses at the midday meal and a nominal thiM‘e 
at any meal taUi*n between 0 and l).3(l p.Tii. As 
a matter ^>f fact, the regulation reduced lunciieon 
to a meal which might' consist of Iiors-d'o-uvrc, 
souj), a meat coursi* with veget allies, and c*)u‘**se, 
and dinner to a similar bill of fare with th(? 
addition of fish or sweets. \\*g«*table lH)rs- 
dheuvre, soup which contained no solid meat, 
and dessert were allowed to be counted luich as 
half a course, and <*heesi^ was allowixl to be 
eaten without prejudice to the earlier dishes of 
the meal. Cheese, in fact, was officially pro- 
claimed to be “ no coursi*. ” In practice, Mr. 
Kunciiuan’s Order altered the cluiracter of 
public meals without producing any material 
saving. It led in some cases to an actual increase 


in the eonsumpt ion of bn'ad and m«*at . As t hero 
was no rest riet ion on thc! <{ua.nt:t-y of food which 
<*ouI<l he cat<‘n, <louhIe portions and extra 
la'lpings were asked tor, nohodv' st'euied t <» w<i>nt 
th<* light but <‘lc\'erly contrived cut n'i', and 
<*lie(‘se was (‘atciii so freely that prie«?s wesiit 
soaring. < Inuxly people tlined off a rlo/.i‘n 
oysti'rs, a large sole, tin.' best, part. «»f a fowl nr 
plu'asant, and »k“sserl, and had as mueh bread 
as tht'y re(piire<l. TIh* absurdity of t)ie regula- 
tion cpiiekly Is'CiMue iipparcnt , but it was not 
until April 4, l!>17, that it was replaced by a 
bet t er-j’4Mi->ont*d system <if <*ontrol. 

d’he I'ublie Meals ()rdi*r was th(* last of t ht> 
food regulations produ<‘(‘(l by ^Ir. Kuneiman. 
( )ii t hc' very <lay of its issue t he As((uit h ( tovern- 
merit f<‘ll, and 31r. Kuneiman follo\v«*d his chief 
out of ohiee. With tJie formation of tin* new 
( Jo\M*rniiH*nt by Mr. Lloyd (h'orgt' eaine tin' 
est al>lishment of a Ministry 01 F(jod. ddn* need 
for the afipoint m< ‘lit i»f a l^\»od ControlliT had 
long been plain. I.iabour unrevst dm* to exfor- 
tionatf* prices, anil tin* growing urgency of the 
conservation of supplies, had lerl Mr. Asijuith to 
♦ •ousifler the (‘reatimi of such a Minister, hut he 
had faileil to find any suitable, man who was 
willing to accept the position. Kehietanee to 
a-^sume the responsi b 1 it y of the office was 
possiljly inflm-ncert b\' the limited nature of tln^ 
powers whii'h tin* (Government at that time 
wcrc' ready to t rollf»r. 


library 








POTATO QUEUE IN NORTH LONDON. 
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Mr. Lloy(l Goorgo nu^<lc tho osfa>)lisbniont of a 
Food Minister one of his first actions, and, 
liaving selected Lord D(*voiiport for tli«' 
post, gave liirn a oomparal ivcly free hand 
to solve a big j^robk'ni. A good dc'al was 
oxi>ected by the public from l^ord Devon 
])ort — probably nnich more than it was in his 
]K)\ver to accomi)h'sh. Ho undertook a difficult 
task, and, handicapped by ill-health, he fouinl 
it too great for liim. The chief criticisms levelled 
at his administration wore that ho showocl a 
licsitation amoiintiug almost to timidity in 
forming decisions, and that by handling his 
problem in a piocomoal way which involved the 
issue of a multiplicity of Orders lie confuscnl 
tho public and left many opportuniti<\s of ev tision 
to tho unscrupulous. During tho jjcriod of about 
five months in wliich Ik* h^ id offi(*(^ Lord Devon- 
port signed more tlian fifty of these Orders, 
some of which were subsecpicntly canecllod and 
some reviewed. Those which chiefly concerned 
the mass of the people related to public meals, 
the trade in cakes and t>astri<?s, the use oi sugiir, 
the waste iin<l hoarding of food, tho constitution 
of bretid, an<l the maximum prices chargeable 
for ])otatoes and otht'r articles. 

Shortly after the apjjoinfment of tho Fo(kI 
Controller tho position in regard to tho nafi(»nal 
reserves of cereals became^ acute. Jn JA'bruary, 
1917, the situation was so serious that the 
advisability of cojiipulsory rationing luid to lx* 
considered, and, although this step was not 
thought imperative fit the mom<*nt, it was 
finnounced that the necessiiry nifichinery wcmld 
be* ereet(‘d, and in the mt'antijne drastic mea- 
sur(*s were introduced to check thc^ consump- 
tion of wheat and other grain. It was made 
an offence to feed gfimc birds on gniin, re- 
strictions were placed on tho manufa(?turo 
of malt, the extraction of flour from wdieat 
was raised to a minimnm of 81 j>er (*ent., and 
an admixtnro of 10 per (x^nt. of flour mill<*il 
from other cereals was miule eomjjulsory. 
Bakers w'ore forbitlden to stjll bread wliich liad 
not been made at least 12 hours ; t Ih* shape ami 
weight of loaves wore rlefinitely fixed ; the sale 
of fancy breiul was prohibited. Finally, fhe 
Food Controller took ()V(*r on April lit) all the 
principal flour mills of the country, and 
following on this the prop^irtion of other cereals 
mixed with wdieat was again increasetl. In the 
early summer of 1917 complaints were made 
that tho “ war ’* broa^l, as it w'as now composed, 
was not only unpalatable but injurious to health, 
but experts advised the Food Controller that 


the fault was iii tlx* bfikiug, atid the consumer 
had literally to swallow his gri('vance. 

The steps taken by Lord Devonport to enforcf* 
food economy in liotcls and rt'staiiranfs secured 
much better results than INIr. Kunciman's ill- 
ful vised plan, lie ri'sorted to a systt'm of 
rationing by bulk, and reipiired that tho total 
cjuantifies of ineat.^ flour, bread and sugar ust cl 
ill any w'cK'k should not exec'c'd c*c*rtaiu flxc'd 
W'c'ighfs based on a spiM*ifted allowance for 
<‘acli ])crson at c'lU'li mc'al. The allowanc^e of 
mc'at Wfis ba^^'d on an average' of 5 ouncc*s 
<‘ach for luncheon and dinner and 2 ounce's for 
brc'akfast, the* bre*ad allowance' on an avi'ragc 
of 2 ouiK'i's for e‘acli me'al of the day wifli 
1 oimco of flour e*ae*li,for luiiclieon and dinnc'r, 
and the* sugar allow ane*o on an average of lialf a. 
pound a we'c‘k. A wen kly iiu'atless day was 
also introduced, and during the thre'o moiifhs 
of spring whe'ii ])otatoes we're abnormally 
se*are'e* these ve'ge'fables w’<‘re not to be' se'rvcd on 
more> than two days in fix' we*ck. Neii only 
did tliose' re'gulat ions re'duce.' fix' eoiisumpt ie>n 
of steiplc' articles, but by rcsteiring libe rty to tlic 
cook to e>xe'rcise' liis skill in the'' pre'pa-rat ion of 
light dishes they ])rovide'el the' publics with more 
varic'd and enjoyable* mea.ls. 'J^lx' nc'W' rules 
we^re gladly 4M.*ce*pt e*el. Manage'rs iind e*oe>ks 
as a body set themse*lves to observe? the'in, and 
no more was he*ard of e‘xt ravagant. eating in 
public. The* only ])arrt of tlx? Orde r whie*)i 
e*xpe*rie‘iico showe'd to bo re'ally umie*e*e*ssa.ry 
was that wliie*li e'liforce'd the 7 ne‘atle*ss day, a.nd 
this was ultimately abolishe*el. It slieiiild be? 
adde'd that the* OrdeT did neit ap])ly to restau- 
rants whe're' the* total cliarge? for ame*al, e*xf?hisive 
of the usual cluirg<*s for be*ve*ragf‘s, did not 
e'xcM'e'd Is. Ilel. The* sa\ ing e*lanse' was insert e*d 
to avoid inte*rfe*rciie*e witli tho legitimate 
re*e|uire*me'nts e)f we)rkeTs in industrial distrie-ts. 
Aneithcr Orde'T whie-h mate*rially afTrerted 
hote*ls and re*staurants was the* Cake* e..iid 
kastry Orele*r e>f April 18, 1917. It- put a ban 
on criimpe*ts, niutlins, and fancy ])astrics, 
and in e*omhination with the r(*gii]atif>n limiting 
the* anieaint e>f bre‘ad to lx* e‘at(‘n at a mf*al 
it eht*e*ke*d I'xt ravagemee at afteTneion leas. 
The* afte*rn<x)n te*a habit, be*fore the* e*nff)re*e*me‘nt 
of this re*striet ion, had dev(*le)j>ed in ejuite a 
re*mark*s.})!e‘ way. eiwing partly to tlx* e*xfensivo 
rcplaccme*nt of iiie*ii in office's liy young we>mcn 
and ])artly to the* f*e*ssatie)ii of military training 
at tliat liour. To drink tea, eat dainty 
pastries, and listeai tf) an orehe'stra in tho 
brightly furnislwd cafes of the* West Knd of 
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THK CKOWI3 A'l IHH HHADINc; OF 

ROYAL 

J^nndoii or llio rornvspoiulin^ (‘oiitn^s of othor 
oitics 1 ) 0(^11110 a favourite* form of roor(‘ation 
amoii^ jfirl (*l< rks, (yfiists, uiul subolte'rus, and 
the* ini (‘I’foronoo of tin* Food ('oiitroHor \vit!» 
th(*ir onjoymont, aUliou^zli it saved tJiom 
moiK'y, v\j:s not ))o|)iilar. How firmly tin* Jiabil 
had l)(‘<*u (‘stahlislu'd was shown hy the (‘on- 
fimu'd pro'^pt'rit y of th(‘ l(*a-rooms (*von undor 
all<‘n‘d conditions. 

While Order WM-s Ixm’iijj: add('d to Order hy 
fli(' h'ood (’ontroll(*r, the situation in n'pird to 
supplies (»f cssi'iitial iirticli*s jj:r(‘\v sti’cdilv" 
worst', and in the sprinji of 11)17 food (]U(*u(*s 
wt'rt* a common spectacle in all tht' larp* 
towns. 'Tht* supir scarcity was c,;mravat(*d 
by shi])pin^ losst's. and margarine stocks ft*ll 
through inltrfcrence with tht* im|)orts from 
Holland tint! diniculties in obtaining raw 
m{itt*rials for the nwmiifacture of tht* substance 
in Kngland. The most si'rious thing of all 
was that the partial failure of the crop and a 
want of foresight in distribution led to tlie 
prt'ma.ture t'xhaustion of tht* ])otti.to reser\*es. 
For about three months during which the 
dearth of potatoes ivnd margarine was most 
pronounced, shopping for the poor and even 
for those well above the poverty line was a 


THE KINC’S PROCLAMATION AT THE 
EXCHANGE 

tiring and timt'^dev ouring ta.->k. AN'omi'n would 
wait for an hour in a tpit'ut* outside a shop wht're 
it w«*,s known that pt>latoes wt'n* to bo had, 
(‘vt'ii if no ont* purchaser wt*rt* idlowt'd to l)uy 
mon* than i\. [)ound or two ; and wlien they 
had bt't'ii servt'd at Ha* gretaigroct'r's thc^y 
wtaild b»’..ve to go througli tlu* sa.nu* ordeal 
at the groctr's in orvler to gt'l a pound of 
margarine. Tht* hunt for sugar was tpiitt' a.s 
trving to tlu* ])ati('nct', and it was doubly 
annovdng bi'fort* tht* h^'tiod ( 'oiitrollt*r forbadt* 
tradesm(*n to makt* tht* sale of half a ])ound of 
sugar, prt>bably unrefined and unattractive, 
conditione^l on tht* ])urchast* of other and 
j)ossibIy unneeded commodities. Yet com- 
paratively little serious grumbling was htard 
about tht* ipieiK*. The peo])le knew that 
tht'ir plight was immeasurably b(*tter than 
that of tht* (it'rmans, and tht*y had also 
Hit* assurance that the potato shortage, at 
any rate, was a temporary evil and that 
the s(*arcity of margarine was hardly likely 
to bt' permanent. Events justified this 
optimism, for in ,luly a “bumper’’ nt'W’ 
crop brought an abundance, which pro- 
mised to become a glut, of potatoes, and tho 
arrivals of margarine improved to an extent 
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which in«ade queues unnecessary and led to a 
slight fall in [iricc's. 

When the food situation was causing the 
gieatest anxiety, a national apiieal was made 
for a rodiicod consuuijition of Invad, meat and 
sugar. The appeal in its first (►IVicial form 
came from Lord Devonport, who on Fi'hruary 2, 
11)17, asked that thosi' who had eliarge of 
hou.M*holds should, in their weekly purchases, 
limit themselves ti> the following avei*age 
quantities a lu^ad : 

... ... ... ... 4 Ih. 

(or o(]iii\ alt'iit in flour .'1 Ih.) 

Moat H». 

Su;*ar ... ... ... ... Ih. 

Tlioi-e who bore the n‘sponsihility of sji.fe- 
guarding the food supplies of the jH'oph' knew 
that if they failed to res[)on<i to this appeal for 
voluntary rationing coin])ulsion miglit be 
inevitable, and in order to av«a*t aivy nei‘d for 
tlie adoption of the ti<*kef sysfcMii griNit eiaa-gy 
was thrown into a. food economy (campaign. 
The first results of the apjieal w(‘n' iu)t *‘n- 
couraging, and opinion was hardening in favour 
of compulsion when a Proclamation by tlu^ 
King, issued on May 2, ga.ve an impetus to tin* 
economy movement which si'rved to ca.rry it 
on to success. The j>rocia.mat ion, which fol- 


lowed closely on the lines of an appeal made to 
the nation in the yi*ar lSt)t> by King ( leorge 1 11., 
was ill the follow ing terms : 

11 V THK KlNd. 

A PIUK LA.M.VI ION. 

(JFORtJF ILL 

\Nd‘, being ju^rsi aided that t lu' abstiaition 
from all unnec'eSsary consumption of grain will 
furnish tlu‘ surest aial most <dlV‘etiia.l means of 
ihdi'ating the de\'ic*es of Our eiu‘mit‘s aiid 
thc*reby of liringing tlie war to a spt‘eiiy and 
successful ti*rmination, jind i)ut of Our resolve 
t(» U‘a\t‘ nothing undoiu‘ whicdi can contributt' 
to tht*s<* ends or to the welfart' of Our pt‘oph» in 
fh<‘se times t)f gra\'(* stri'ss and anxiety, ha\ ti 
thouglit lit. by a.nd with the ad\'i(‘e of Our 
Priv\ t\)uneil, to issia' this Our Ko\a.l Procla.- 
unit ion, most t'arnestly exlorting and elairging 
all t hosi' of Our losing subjects the men and 
woimai of Our n^alm who ha\'«' the means of 
]>rocuring a.rti(‘l<‘s of ft)od other than whea.t(‘n 
corn, as they teiidia* their »)wn immediati^ 
int(‘rests, aiul feel for tin* wants of others, 
espe<‘ially to [)ra.etisi* tin* grea.test economy aiul 
frugality in the us<* of every spt‘cies of grain: 
Aial \\t‘ do for this purpost^ more part icailafly 
c‘xhort and c*harg(‘ a.ll hivids of laaisidiolds to 
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reduce the consumption of bread in their 
respective families hy at least oiie-foiirth of tho 
cpiantity consumed in ordinary times ; to 
abstain frcnn tlie use of fiour in juustry, and, 
moreover, carcifully to restrict or wherever 
j)ossiblo to abandon tlie use thereof in all other 
articles than bread: And We do also, in like 
manner, exhort and charge all persons who keep 
liorst^s to abandon tlie practice of heeding the 
same on oats or other grain, unless th(^y shall 
liave reei'iveil from Our Food Controller a 
licence to feed horses on oats or other grain to 
b(^ gi\'en only in eas<;s where it is necessary to 
<lo so with a view to maintain the breed of 
horses in the luitional interest: And Wo do 
hereby furthcT eharge and enjoin all Ministers 
of J<eligion in their respective churches and 
<*hapels within Our United Kingdom of Orciao 
Hritain and Jreland to reiul, or cause to 
be read this Our J’roclai nation fin the Lord’s 
Day, for four suceessivt) weeks aftf‘r the issue 
thi'reof. 

Civen at Our Court at 'Buckinghain Palace, 
this Heeoiul day of May, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
and sevfiitei^n, and in the Seventh year 
of Our HfMgn. 

COD SAVE TJIK KIND. 

Hefon* the issiK^ of tho Proclamation, Mr. 
Kf’iiiu'dy Joiu\‘^, ]\r.P., had bec'ii ajipoinlfxl 
J)irector-( J(‘n<‘ral of Food Ectinomy, and a 
comprehensive canvass of the people, organi'/ed 
by Mr. H. M. Kindersh'y aiul his War Savings 
Committees in all parts of the country, hafl 
bfH'ii initiated. The Proelaniati(»n was usihI 
as th(^ basis o[ a pU'dgf* which pi'ople were 
asked to sign as a token that they would 
observe the King's behest, and, as it was known 
that thf' Koval Household was vfiluntarily 
f>bser\'ing tlu* ruk*s whif'h tlu* nation was 
invited to follow, tin? effect was satisfactory. 
Dy the end of Jum* rejiorfs from axil aiver the 
country slmwed thaxt the cMinsumption of breaxd 
haul bei'ii reduced to axn appreciaxble exta'iit. 

It haxs botMi saxid that the pasipla* showed little 
ofx'ii discontent when diminisht'd supplies of 
im])ortaxnt ixrtich's a>f food cn'axtt'd hardshiiis for 
them. Willingness to economize in consumption 
axnd, in the cixse of those who could afford it, to 
t'at such substitutes axs ba'axns instejxd of potaxtoes 
and oateaxke insteail of bravul, also indicated tho 
general dc‘sire to take in a good spirit tho depri- 
vation entaikxl by the waxr. The one thing which 
aroused bitter resentment was the widespread 


conviction that the fluctuation of suppliers and 
iht* inflation of prices were partly attributtxbk^ 
to the taking of undue profits by some of those' 
to whom the public had to look for their food, 
'riiere seems little doubt that “ profiteering,” as 
the manipulation of markets and rates was 
popularly called, did exist in 1017 on a scale 
which appreciably heighttmed the effect of 
economic stringency, though the extent of it 
was probably exaggerated. Ki'W’spapers gav(' 
much spaec to the discussion of high prices, and 
‘‘ profiteering ” was the text of half the speeches 
at Labour meetings. The Government ex- 
pressed eagerness to grapple w4th the evil, 
and to save the pi'oplo from exactions, but 
they found the task a very difiicult one. Lord 
J^evonport’s first attempts to control price's 
did not give much relief to tho consumer. 
When he fixed maximum wiiolesaio and retail 
))rices for potatoes the market was suddenly 
denuded of supplies, and from the time when 
the Order w'lvs made to the time when the iif'w 
season’s potatoes were liftc'd the limits he fixetl 
were ecait iruially, if surre|>titiously, evadi'd. 
SiM'ciilation in meat was admit tc'd to be a 
notorious scandal, but no effective measures 
were devised to prt)tcct the jmblic from ex- 
tortion, though a distinct advance was made* 
in tliat din'cf ion by tho compulsory elimination 
of redundant ” middlenum ” from the organiza- 
tion of tlie trad(‘. Gamblers and profit-mongt'rs 
also found a particularly lucrative field for 
their activities in the substitutes for jiotatoes 
and other foods of wliieh there was a scarcity. 
Tn one ease, that of beans, the pri(‘e w as forced 
up to such an outragt'ous figure tliat inter- 
vention could not be avoidi'd, but the maxi- 
mum prices wh(*n fixed stood at double and 
treble the* normal. When dissatisfaction at 
the ap])arent inability of the Government to 
arrest ” profiteering ” had reached a pitch at 
w’liieh it could no longea* b<i ignored. Lord 
Devemport, owing to ill-health, resigned his 
pe>st. The selection of a sueeessur for tlie 
thankless task gave the Krime Minister 
..ome trouble, but eventually lie persiiixded 
Lord Kliondtla, who was the'ri at the h('a<l of 
tlie Local Govermneiit Board, to take the 
otlice. It was significant that in the first 
announcement of policy made by the now’ Food 
Controller he stated liis intention of securing 
a reduction in the cost of broad and moat, and 
that one of his fii'st ixcts w’as to set up an 
accountancy branch at his department in order 
to discover by the examination of traders* 
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book>^ to what causes the clearness c)f food was 
due. 

The careful Jiusbanding of resources was 
only one side of tlie national food prograinino. 
With that combination of energy iwid fore- 
thought which was one of his distinguishing 
cliaract eristics Mr. Lloyd George saw to it that 
no effort was spared to stimulate the pro- 


duction of more h)od at home both by farmers 
on a largo scale and by towns])f'ople indi- 
vidually on a small scale. lly an Order (»f tht* 
Hoard of Agriculture, carried out by the lo(?al 
authoritii's, disused a.nd uiUMiltivated land was 
placeil at the disposal of householdc'rs in the 
ttavns for the growing of produce for llicir own 
use. and during tlu» early months ot 1017 
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many thousands of men whose ordinary occu- 
pations w^ere industrial, commercial or pro- 
fessional spent most of their spare time in 
tilling the soil. Undeveloped building land, 
large . tracts of the public common, even 
stretches of thi^ railway embankments, w’ere 
parcf'lled up into small allotments and let at 
nominal rents to all w’ho cared to apply. 
Clerks and yther sed(*ntary workers, as well as 
labourers accustomed to theuise of the spade, 
<levoto<l tiKjir leisure hours to breaking up and 
sowing Ihe land. Often their women -folk 
would help with the fork or the rake. J3y the 
adoption of co-operative methods, fencing, 
stu'ds and manures were? obtained cheaply, 
and by the early days of tlio summer thc' 
young crops of potatoes, cabbages and other 
vegetables not only hid the bare places of the 
suburbs but gave convincing and i)ractical 
evid(*nce of th(‘ adaptability and earnestness 
of the men who ilelved and plant<‘d. Much 
of the land thc^y brought under cultivation was, 
to say the least, unpromising, and many of 
thet gardeners began w'ith the scantiest know- 
ledge of kitchen gardening. As thc‘y watched 
the progress of their plants, and noted with a 
new anxiety th(* vagaries of the woath<‘r, 
hoping now for rain and now for sunshine, not 


a few of them experienced for the first time a 
real sympathy with the proverbial discontent 
of the farmer. Beyond the immediate gain in 
fresh home-grown food, the war allotment 
brought to many a more permanent benefit in 
health strengthened by man’s earliest form of 
exercise and in a widening of the interests of 
life. 

During the third winter of the war the 
troubles of domestic life were aggravated by a 
breakdown of the distributive machinery of 
the coal trade. In common with every other 
item in the household budget, the cost of fuel 
was far above the normal level as the result 
of a variety of factors, among which many 
people included the supposed machinations of 
an unholy alliance of “ exj>loiters ” — colliery- 
owners, coal merchants, and shipowners. 
Even in the first winter of the war the ]3rice 
of house coal in London and other places 
outside the coalfitids rangt'd from 30 to 32 
shillings a ton, while the poorer section of the 
people who bought by the himdredw'cight paid 
at a n\te varying from 35 to 40 shillings a ton; 
and in spite of legislation, eonb'renees, and 
agreements these charges showeil no sign of 
recoding in the following winters. But during 
the winter of 11)10 -17 the dearness of eoal was 
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a minor rnattor m comparison with tlio oxtromo 
difficulty of getting it from tlio mine to the 
collar. The cold woatlior was intense and pro- 
longed, the slocks in the towns \^e^e consumed, 
and although tlu'ro were ample supplies at fhe 
pit -head the means of distributing them wen^ 
hopelessly inadef|uate. Thf* railways were 
congested with the traffic in war material, aiul 
tho coal mcri^harits were }iR.n<Ucapj)od by 
shortage of carmen and horses. It was 
impossible for the liouseliolder to obtain de]ivc*ry 
of an order at any price except after a delay of 
weeks, and if in tho interval his store ran out 
he was thrown back on tho generosity of soinc^ 
more fortunate neighbour. In the homes of 
tho poor tlio inability to buy even a sack or a 
scuttle-full was a severe affiiction, and there 
was a natural outcry until the (Jovernment 
eased the situation by sending out soldiers an<l 
military motor-lorries to help in distribution. 
Tlie experience was a sharp lesson to tlio 
authorities, and in the early summer of 1917 
they were busy in d<wising plans for prev’cnting 
its recurrence by reorganizing the whoU^ system 
of coal distribution and enforcing, if necessary, 
a scheme of rationing. 

The sacrifices and tho compensations of war, 
it need hardly be said, recognized no territorial 
limits. In somewhat different forms they 
affected town and countryside alike. High 



prices for home prodinio spelt bed ter time's for 
the fanner and all whe) live'd by agriculture^ 
CJompare*<l with agricultural wages, the^ allejw- 
ance made by the* State to the wife^ and family 
<»f the recruit freuii tlio village was handse>me\ 
The* cost of living was always lowe^r in the 
country distried than in tJie urban are'ji, and 
the* piiiedi whiedi was fedt ))y t)ie» pf)e)r of t he^ 
towns was ne)t so sever(*ly f<‘lt by the? pe>or e)f 
the villages. In short, from the; f‘conomic 
stHnd[)oint, the; average; villageT suffered even 
lessjhan tlie* avereige* townsman or townswoman. 
On tlie other liand, the.; war was e‘ve*n more; 
remote, in the; sense d(*fln(*d earlie*r in this 
chapter, from tlm village; than from tlie; town, 
except where tho vilhvge happened to lx; mis- 
taken by n Zeppe?lin on a nocturnal bomb- 
dropping expedition for an arsenal or a df)ck- 
yard. No evening new'spap(;r, it may bo. 
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ponotralod to it with the iicwk uf Iho war hour 
hy hour. Its schoolrooms were not convertetl 
into liospital wards. It iifid not tlio woman 
tram-c*onduc(or to remind it of the trans- 
lormations wrought, hy the war, tliougli after 
a year or two it began to see tlie woman from 
tlic town drivinir the plough or tending horses. 
Yc?t no haml(‘t was so ‘'sleepy ” f)r so cut off 
from the main|^tream f»f the national life tliat 



sc:hooi..ciiildki:n taking home 

COKE IN THEIR DINNEK-HOUK. 


it failQid to plu.y its part- in tlio struggle of tlie 
nations. At the eall later at the bidding- — of 
tiu' rc’eruiting oftieer tluj villages gave their 
young men to tlu* Ai’iuy a.nd the* Navy. So 
largely, ind<‘<‘d, was agriculture cIcMualed of its 
labour tha.t it was ])n‘sently found neei*ssary to 
release.' skilled pk>ughiiieii from the* ranks and 
s(‘ud the'in bae*k to tlie* land, and tee aetop( otiu’r 
e xpe'die'uts feu* preventing the land freun falling 
e)ut e)f e*ult i\’iit ion, ine*hieliiig tlio training e)f 
wome'ii fe>r a.grie\ilt lire*, the* elnifting e>f soldie'rs 
to the* farms tee Jiedp in luirve'st weerk, anel the* 
sane*t ieenitig eef the* e-mpleeymc'iit , subject te_> 
e*e'rtain safe'guarels, eef e’hilelre'ii e)f seheeol age*. 
Tlio village's gave* also e)f their money toward*^ 
thee ee>st e)f the* war, mainly by tlio purchase* 
of War Sewings Oe'rt ilie*ate's 1 hre>ugh assoeiat ieuis 
fornu'd in eeenne'xion witli the* se'heieds eu* the* 
ehure'hes. The'y teieek their share* in the fe>e)d 
e'ceuieemy meive'inent , einel se>me of the*m eenild 
sheew a> sple'iiehel re'ceu'd e)f bre'ael saving. There* 
weuv, of ee)urse*, exe*e‘pt ieuis te) the* gene*ral rule* — 
villjige's which threive and fe'aste'el as theiugh 
they positively enjoyed the* weu* but tho 
fiUdt w'as one of ignoranev rathe*r than wilful 
inelitferenee, and as time passed they learned 


something of the tremendous effort needed to 
achieve victory and mended their ways. Ex- 
ccj)t for tho absence of the yoimg men, there 
was little change in tho outward life of the 
village. Sometimes the body of a soldier from 
one of tho cottages would be brought from the 
hospital where* he died to be buried in tho 
chiircliyard, and as the funeral procession 
passed along the* street tho wliole village would 
seem as if in mourning. Sometimes, too, 
w'lw'n a village* lad came homo with a medal 
ribbon on his tunic he would be give n sometliing 
like* a public we'lceime*. Jhit the*s(* we're the rare 
eve*nts in a dull, t oilsome reiund, varie*d oce^asion- 
ally for the^ me*n by semie movement in tho 
ju'iee^ of cattle, ero[>s or fe*e'ding-stufrs, and for 
the* women by tlie* arrival (.)f letters from se.)iis 
or husbands at tlie* Front, 

In be*ariiig the long eu’de'al of the war the^ 
iiation WU.S j)robably supporte’d iiiore^ tluui it 
knew by the* ne‘w>pape'i*s, Tlu're* Wivs ii timo 
wlu'M, iK'eause* tlu'y weTe* mii/./Je el jind unablei 
to pre'senf to tlu' 2)ublie* a true picture of eve'uts, 
tlio newsjiapers incurred the* dise'i’edit eif many 
of the* pe'oplf*. But afte'r a while* tlie J^j’ess 
re'gu.iiu'el some* eif its fre'eelom, and freuu that 
time* euiward if gre'w in penve'i*. It was large'ly 
threujgh llie* iiigings e>f the* ne*wspapt‘rs lha.t 
tlie* ( io\ i'l nme iif w (*re* iimx e el to eirgauize* 
aiul the* juihlie to (.*xe*rt tin* full strength of 
the* natiein. Tn ii. brilliant iie.ivcl el(*aling witli 
ii('w>pa.p“r life* tlie missieui a>>e*ri}M*el t e> the* 
war e'orre'speuide'iit is “ to sw<'«'te‘ii the sae-re'el 
heuue* life* «>f t he> reaelers w itli idl tho lieroie? 
j)le‘asure*s e:)f war, unalk^ye'd hy groin weiunels 
eir i'lite'i'ie.’* Jn i)rae*tice, during this war 
a.t i’.ny rate*, ne*ithor tlie cejrrespeuiele'iits iieir 
the* eeliteu'ial writers spare'd their rcade'rs 
tlie* he^rreirs wliieh attend the* gleiries of the^ 
lighting. Se> far as they we're ])ermitte‘d, .the'y 
teilel till* public tho real dime*nsie)n^^ eif thej con- 
te.st, anel w’he*tlier it was in (lie provisieui of 
me*n, mone'y or munitmns, or in the saving of 
feienl, tlu* news[)apers nove'i* ceased to spur the^ 
nation on. Though they liael tlu'ir diffe're'iie'es 
of melhoel, .tlu'y were unite el in tlieir purpose 
t)f licartening and guiding tlu* pe*e>ple*. Sc^mo- 
( lines, re*s[)einili!ig to the ftn ling eif the public, 
they we*re im])atient with Ministers and calle'd 
feir meire* vigour in tlu^ direction e)f war o])f*ra- 
t ieuis ; but in the* main their service* lay in the* 
preservatiem among the masses eif the people of 
a steady mind and a strong w ill. In jDassing, 
it may bo recorded that the shrinkage of the 
imports of paper, and tho doubling and trebling 
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of its cost, compelled proprietors to choose 
between two policies. Some reduced the size 
of their newspiipeiN almost out of rect^guition 
and clung to their circulation. Oili<‘rs risked 
their circulation, and deliberately reduced it 
for the time, by raising the piH(*e, while main- 
taining their old comph^teness. In November, 
ltU(), the price of 77?c Thncfi was increase! 1 
from Id. to l.Jd., and IhrcM' months )at<‘r it 
was raised to 2d. Over 2t>0 other daily aiul 
weekly papers followed tliis exam[)le. Books 
also became dearer, tlui price of the new 
Os. novel being raisf'd from 4s. (id. to ."is., 
and that of the cheap .reprint from 7d. to 
9d. In spite of this, a stream of varic'd litera- 
ture continued to flow from t lie press. The 
output of books fell seriously under the first 
staggt'ring shock of tin* war, but it quickly 
recovered, and th(‘nceforth was wc‘11 main- 
tained. The p(*ople W!‘r(5 not- too int<‘nt on tli(‘ir 
war-work to find time for reading ; indiHMl, si>ino 
women prtibably found that they liad more time 
for books than they had amid tin* wiiirl of social 
engagements b(*l'ore the war. A study of tht^ 
types of liooks for whi(*h then' was a demand, 
both from the booksellers and from the lending 


librarit's, showed that tlu're was a distinct wiilen- 
ing i>f the public liorizon. One cf the leivtures 
of jniblishing in war-time was the great inti*rest 
taken in books on Kussian life aiul translations 
from Bussiaii authors. Books. on b>ance w(*re 
in <UMuand ; and Jiistorieal works and trav<‘l 
books wi're widely read. 'I'hc'ro was naturally 
a voracious public for books of all kinds oix the 
war the number i.ssut'd up to ho end of J91(> 
was estimated at betw^'cn 2,900 and .‘1,000 and 
there was a remarkahk^ • out [>ut. of books of 
po(‘ms, ineliidiiig many written by soldiers in 
tlni ti(4d. Tilts explanation of this harvest of 
lyrics from tlit* seat of war was siiggt'sted hy 
^Mr. 11. A. L. Kisher, l^residt'iit of tilt' Board of 
Bdueatiun, when he said, at University College, 
London, in July, 19 17, that the young soltlier- 
poeis looked to poetry as a tleli vt'rauee from th<‘ 
grim necessities of the hour. Fiction fully held 
its plat^o in the puhlie favour, and it is an 
iiitorosting fatd. that, aticonling to a chance test 
made at Croydon Fuhlic J.jibrary one day, all 
but two out of 45 co[)ies of works by Jant' 
Austen, Dickons, George b'liol, and Thackeray 
were in tht' J lands of readers. 

No ‘survey of t he lift' of the people in war- 
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Owin^ to shortage of labour in the winter of 1916—17 not a few well-to-do people had to fetch their 
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tiino would lx* c'oinplotc* which omitted to take 
note of c(*rtain discredit ahkr hut narrowly 
confined social plx'noiuena wliich marred 
th(‘ tiedional record. Karly in 1917, in a 
l<*adinp artick* in 77/c Times, tlu* statement 
was mafic that “There whole circles 

of s<jciety, both in London arul elsew'hcre, 
in which the spirit of sacrifice is uttf'rly un- 
known, Cuud f>re.wart iiufi conditifjiis still 
flourish wit lout the sinalk\st regard ff>r the 
f‘xhorlations of thf* I Viruf* Minist<‘r and the Food 
(’out rf)ller.“ Then* was, undoubtedly, not in 
all pf'ople of som'i <rlass(*s, but in some people of 
all class(*s, a spirit of sf‘llish and wanton indul- 
gence which showed itself in a n'ckless s(|uander- 
iiifr of r(‘source.s of food and money. Ihitil 
J*a.rliam<*nt pass(*d k‘j^isla.t ion which bnmjzht 
them under contnjl and, by d(*stroyin^ their 
chief at tract if)n, virtually supprt*sst*d them, the 
“ nij.?:ht clubs “ of Lomlon were a rc‘al danjijer 
to younj^ oftlc.<‘rs. So, for a brief ]K*riod, was 
a laav type of psi'udo-private fiance atid supper 
]i(‘kl in a ha.ll or pillery hired by a jjcrouf) of 
])eopk* with iiKU'f* money than conscien(*e 
About (h<* sam(‘ time th(‘ public mind was much 
disturbed liy r(‘ports of the flaj^rant immorality 
which prevaik'd outside* the* Ixuidon railway 


t'*rinini and the disastrous effects of drunken- 
ness and impurity on the health of the soldiers 
who were waylaid there. Drastic measures 
were sugj^ested for cleansing the streets from 
open vice, but it was founfl that closf*r super- 
vision by civil and military police produced an 
improvement and the public anxiety was short- 
lived. It is a moot qu'estion, though the 
])olic(^ authorities w(*r(‘ inclined to answer it 
with an emphatic negative, whether there was 
any actual increase in prostitution. The 
earlit*r closing of ])u>>lic-houses c<‘rtainly had 
the eff<*ct of driving prostitut(*s into the open, 
and their traflir^ was more in evidence during 
thf* aftf*rnof)n and evening tlian in the days 
b(‘forti the war. The jiublic eimscience, too, 
was keenly arfiused by thf* inroads of diseasf? 
on the Army, and people gavf* more attention 
to wdiat was going on in their midst. Finally, 
thf* ]>olice w(‘r(* reduced in numbers, oppressf'd 
by thf* limitations of th(*ir jxiwers in this mattf'r, 
and individually apt to look ]f‘niently on tho 
W'onu n who ministi‘rt*d to the plcasur(*s of tho 
soklif'r. When th(*so thr<‘e factors an* cf>n- 
si<k*n*d, it is quite intelligibk* that a^ipear- 
anc(‘s, how'cver discreditable, difl exagg<*rate 
thf* facts, though they also gave a most 
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doftirablo fillip to a groat oanipaigii of on- 
lightennienf . 

Account must also be taken of a sporadic 
and local spirit of lawlossnoss \vhich sliowrd 
itself in orgainzt'd attacks on sliops believed 
to bo occupied by (Jormans, Hie whole 
country grew more and more anti-( Jerinan 
as the war ^^'ent on, and each succ-essive 
outrage committed by the enemy on land or 
sea stirred the nation to a deeper detestation 
of Germany and everything ( Jerman. Towards 


( k'rmany and the ( k'niums found vent on one 
or two occasions, and notably after the >mking 
of the Jaisitania in May, IDIT), in sonant hing 
like a pognan against iradcrjiK'n with (Jermnn 
name's. llundri'ds of so-calU‘il Him shops 
for the barbarities of the (lermans had eariu'd 
tor them tlie oppi'obrious name of Huns — 
wt*r<* sacki'd by iintliscerning moh'^. composed 
partly of honi'st ]>eopli‘ who could not restrain 
tlieir anger and j>ar(ly of iiooligans who 
welcomed a pretext^ for louting. It shoultl 



A TOWER HILL MEETING TO DEMAND REPRISALS. 
The crowd applauding the demand. 


Gontiany’s Allies tlie attitude of the ]>eople of 
Great Britain was one of eontemptuous indiffiT- 
once. Germany was the enemy. Bi fore tlie war 
there had been a tendeney to over-value CJermau 
things and to co])y Gt‘rmari social and econoinie 
policies. During the war Germans and every- 
thing that savoured of Germany were* anathema 
to all save a nc'gligihle handful of sincere 
but sentimental idealists wdio bt'lieved that 
the best w’ay to “ love your enemies ” was to 
impede and even vilify your owm countr^nnen. 
Among certain classes of people who are in 
the habit of giving free* and .soinetimes violent 
expression to their emotions, jojmiis or other- 
wise, the universal feeling of anger against 


be add('<l that botli the ])oliee and the* local 
military authorities resisted and r(‘pr(‘ssed 
tiasi* riots, at the cost in some eas<‘s of personal 
injury to tliemselves, and that tin* magistrates 
had no mercy on the rioters who wc*re brought 
liefore thcMU after each out hurst. 

Allot lier feature of the national life during 
the war whieli must b<* mentioned was the 
unri'st which always simme red among the* orga- 
nize*<l workmen, anel nt inte*rv'als gave* rise* to 
stoppages e>f we)rk. It is not iiitenele*el )ie*n* to de> 
more than sugg(*st seime* reasons why lahemr v\as 
restless, TJie^ industrial worke^rs. it cannot b(^ 
too strongly state*d, shouldere*d tJie*ir share of 
the tasks and trials of the nation with a thorough 
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good will. Thoir rocroa(ion-s were curtailed 
and their hours of toil were lengthened. TJie 
strain upon t}K*?n was intense and continuous. 
So long as they were satisfied that a saeritiee, 
whether of Jiard-won privileges, of clierislic*d 
trade union ])rinciples, or of personal comfort, 
was really essential to tli(' winning of the 
war they madc^' that sacrifice without complaint. 
Jhit when they had reason to h(iif*vc^ that 
prevent a})l<" causes wer<' adding to tiie weight 
their burdens they showed their resentment 
in the only way o[)en to thc-m. Idle s(»rious rise 
in food ])ric(‘s, or rathtT the belief that the rise 
was due to “ profiteering ” liy unscrupulous 
traders^ was only one of the fa(*tors which made 
for labour disconttrit. The mishandling of 
the workmen and their grievrtnees by the 
Uovernment was at l(‘ast as important a factor. 
For a long time it was the (dllcial polic.y to 
smother nascent troubh‘s, such as were bound 
to a{^com])any tin* adaptation of factory and 
worksho]) conditions to the* lus'ds of war, 
uiidf^r a cloak of siUrice ; and, in an iinvmti- 
lat<'d atmos])herc, tlu* g(*rms multiplies! and 
the troubles grew until tliey <!ould no longer 
be con(*ealed. ( lovcrimurit departments were 
so dilatory in d<*n.ling with disputes betw<'en 


men and masters, the courts set up to adjudicate 
oil their differences were so slow in their opera- 
tion, and the want of co-ordination botwi^cn 
various departments concerned with labour 
was so patent, that many of the w^orkinen 
conceived a suspicion of the (government 
gn*ater even than their habitual suspicion of 
capitalist employers. Agitators who cared 
notJiing about the war and whose sole objec;t 
was to fomtMit trouble for some undefined 
purpose of their own fostered the fears and 
grievances of men exasperated by inability 
to obtain a prompt and sympatludic hearing 
of their elaims and com])laints, and thus 
matters were allowed to drift to the point of 
the strike. Fven after a ^Ministry of Liahour 
had been estalilished, s(*veral (Jovernment 
di'partments retained overlapping and con- 
flicting jurisdiction over some parts of tht‘ 
labour world. Tn May, 1917, the ])roductini. 
arid repair of guns was dclaye^J for more than 
a fortnight by a strike of the t‘nginecrs, l('d 
not by the (wecutiv^i* of their union but by a 
self-constituted commit tet' of shop stewards. 
Hy (irm action, including the arrest of sev’(‘n 
lea<l(‘rs of the strikers, the ( Jov(*rnment brouglit. 
about a settlement* Then, for the first time 



A WOMAN BAKGBB* 



THE TIMES HISTOUY OE THE K'JA’. 


apparently, it ooeiirred In flio Coverninent 
that measures ot* ]U'evention might he hotter 
than foreihlt' renu*dies or negotiations after 
the event, ami eight eommissions \\t‘re 
ap])ointt‘(l, om‘ for Seolland and sevtm hir 
England and Wales, to make' a tliorough, 
impartial, not loo forma!, and, }d)o\e all, 
spcH'dy iiKpiiry into the eaiisi“> t)f Jahom* unrest. 

There was a school of thought, more t ht'orist 
than practical, which m‘\ cr tired of declHiming 
against the infringements of tin* lihert\ of the 
individual which were contained in the mass of 
legislat i\'e and admit list rat i\’(‘ m(*a'; tires adopt «‘d 
hy the ( Jovernmt'iit Jt-ml sjuietioned h\' Parlia- 
ment for th(‘ prosecution of tin* wai*. An 
orga.nizat ion styled the Nalional ( ’onn<*il for 
('i\'il Liherti(‘s wa-^ cieated to r<*sist tliesi' 
rnci‘oachm(‘nts, and it ht‘ea.mt‘ n. hahit amonu 
certain doctrinaire^ and otlun*-. who ‘'mean 
licence when tln\v cry liheiMy ” to spea.k of the 
Defence of th(' !lea.lni Act a.nd llegnlations as 
if they were a m'twork of (^oerci\'e and tyran- 
nical provisions for the suhjugation of tin* 
peopit'. 'riie Act and th(' Hegula.tions \\en‘ 
ref«*rr«'d to in some cii’(*l<*s as Dora a.nd her 
satellites,” and resolutions of prot<*st agahisl 
their oppressi\(' cmliiMci's wt'rc' fremuaitlx 
passed. 'The plain truth wa.s tha.t the a.ctnal 
int(*rf(*renc(*s with tin* freedom of the pi'opje 
to come and go as th(‘v plea.s(‘d wen* few' and 
not I'xcessivcly irk-'ome. 'Tlie Al unit ions of 
W^a.r Act. wlii<*h to a large extent a.l>roga.t i*<l the 
right of the workma.n to disposi' of his la.l>onr 
according to his own will, and the Military 
S(*rvace s, which impo'^ed on ini'ii of military 
ag<' the obligation to serv'e their cmmtry as 
soldii'rs or sailors, undoubtedly ('ompelletl man\ 
men to <io what th(‘y would not have dom* <»f 
th<*ir own vi^lition. Put the (^aimnlat ivc effect 
of a.ll the oilier cliecks put by tlie State on the 
liberty of the ordinary citizen was far from 
burdensonu'. riiere w'lU'e distrii't*-' in w hich he 
was forbiddtai to use a camera. If he wished 
to put up at an hotel or boarding-house he was 
required to sign a ri'gist ration form givimr 
particulars of his identity, nationality ami 
business. If hi^ dt^sjreil to go abroad it was 
necessary to cofnply with stringent passport 
regulations. Incidt/ntally it is worthy ot record 
that owing to the larg»' number of women who 
flocked to Egyiit in thc^ wake of the Army it was 
announced towards the end of 11)1 a that at 
the request of the Deneral Oftic(*r Commanding 
there no more passports for that country would 
be issued to women. And this embargo on the 


l;3l 

travelling of women abroail be<-ame almost 
uni\'ersal later, 'riu're w(‘r<‘ tiistrict.s at honu' 
also, to which no pt'i’son of t*ither se\ abo\e 
the ag»' ot sixte«*n was admitted williout 
a. permit signed by tlie miiitar\' commanda-nt, 
unl'‘S'> he or she was resident in th«' <listri«*t. 
1'he ri'astin for this pri'caution can Im' ga-thereil 
ti'om the lii-t ot names oi the>e “Special 
Mihlars Arc'a*- “ -Newhaveii, Do\e!-. the Isle 



SKJNINC; \ li\\ RK(;iS THA riDN l OKM 
AI A errv HDIFI.. 

of Sheppew llarwieli, and tin* Scollisli Nigh 
lands rnii-th and west f»f ln\erness. In a.diluion 
to these not \er\ serioiC' limilalioiis on freedom 
of movement, there W4*re na.1urall\ prohibitions 
on fn*<*<lom of speech and aeti<iii in so t.vr as it 
might be .snb\4 r-i\e nf the national int<‘re^ls 
and i‘ndang(‘r lh<* >a.tcty of the count i v. P>ut 
the a\ eraee, w »‘Il-<hsposed i-iti/.eii was -<are Iv 
eofiseious of the divi'^tic jiowi-rs with whii-h tia* 
Covcrnnaait wi n* armed against evildoers, ami 
till* ristraints of which he was consciou'-: were 
t4)o insigniticant to chafe. If la* thought of 
them at all. his thoughts w(*r(i those cxprcssini 
by Mr. (k .J. Wardlc, M.P., in his prc.sid(‘ntial 
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luldrcss to tlic Ltihour ('niitVn*nc<' at Manchc'stLT 
in .laruiary, li)l7, when 1 h‘ said : “ Lihorty is 
n*s1ri(‘tf‘d in order tltat we may win the greater 
fre< dom.” 

'I'liat was the s])iril in which th<' }3eo[)l(‘ 
of ( Jreat Britain — for all that has })een said 
ahout 1 liem a-pplies to Scotland and Wales as 
wi'll as to I'ifigland addressed th(*ins(‘lv<‘s to 
the immense task which lay hefon^ tlu*m. 'I’h<‘y 
made war w it liont unn'asoning hate and w ithovit 
liysteria, hut with an iron rc'solution to pursue 
the grim husiness to tin* end, whatcvt'r it might 
cu'^t. Day hy day aiid y(‘a,r hy year the def<‘at 
of tin* enemy was tin' oin* ahsoi*V)ing and im- 
perious purpose to which th(*y devoted th(‘ir 
minds a.nd l>odi<'s. 'riiough the sa.crifi<*e de- 
manded of tln'ui in tie»'.sur<* a.iid in still more 
precious life was imun‘asuni.l)ly gr<*at(*r than 
any their forefat Ikts had <*ver made, they 
offered it w'ithout llinching. W'h(*n the hour 
was darkest their faith in the righteousness of 
their eaus(' and tin' strength of their a.rm was 
undimnn'd. U(*vers(‘ and success alik(^ spurred 
tin in to greater ('ffort. Cool, calm, and 


collected, they strove on, determined not to 
spare' themselves lest they should spare the 
enemy. “ John Bull,” said Mr. Lloyd (leorge 
at (llasgow towards the end of the third year 
of the struggle, “ is a good-tempered, forlu'aring. 
jiatient, tenacious old gentleman who lavs 
cultivated the habit of never giving in once he 
has made up his mind.” Five hundrc'd years 
earlier Froissart summed up the national 
characteristics of that time in less kindly terms. 
“The Knglish,” he wrote, “are the worst 
])eople in the world, the most obstinate, and 
the most pn'sumptuous.” Whether it be 
called tenacity or obstinacy, the predominant 
fibre displayed by (Ireat Britain in the most 
terrible contest of all time was that of unre- 
lenf ing determination to win. however hard and 
long the struggle might jirove. It was as 
though tlu' whok' nation had ever before^ it the 
I'xhort at ion familiar to every schoiilboy or 
schoolgirl who hiis n'ad th(^ gr(*atc*st of all 
school books If you do fight, fight it out ; 
and don't give in whiU; you can stand and 
se(*,'’ 
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— Belgiem and “ 'phe next war.” 

I N an carlior oliH.|)fcr* a. full account \va.s 
jjivc'ii of (J<‘nn{in adiuiiiist ration in Bcl- 
jzium hctN\G('u Sr|)(rml)('r, B)ll, and 
Octolicr. 1 1) It), and .-‘^oinc rclVrcncu was 
Iliads* to the systi’inatii* (‘conoinic (‘xploit at ion 
of the country. It was sc<ti (lint, in stripping 
Bc'l^iiini of her n'sonrces, (h'nnany gradually 
hrou{j;ht about tlu‘ paralysis of her economie. 
life. “ Her factories had to slint down, lier 
worknuai were thrown out of employment, ;ind 
nii(*mj)loyment piN’e flje pn*t(*xt tnr depor- 
tation.” It has also bccMi ohservc'd that tlH‘ 
BelKia-H deportations. (hem>>elves the <*hmax of 
the lon^ proc(‘ss (»f deliberate t*xploita.t i«)n of 
Bcdjrivnn, fornu'd part of the ” lliiideiihur^ 
programme ” to which (Jermany was driven in 
the autumn of MHt) a progr.imme that 
included a luwv form of industrial conscription 
in (Jermany ajid an effort to iiiipo.sc' conscrijition 
upon Russian Poland. t The present chapter 
describes the Belgian d(‘port ations in dcdeil, and 
seeks to record in due perspective^ one of the 

♦ Vol. XT., riirtpUT GLXV’ir., Hrljium Under iJerman 
Rule : September f 1914, to October, 1919. 
t See Vol. XI., ptiRo 474. 

Vol. XII.— Part 15t). 


most reniarloihle of (Jei-maii a(‘hie\ ••mmls in 
the war, the imposition of slH,\ery upon the 
inhabitiints of a luLdily ei\ ilised Wc'slern 
Kiiro|)ea.n Stale. I know <»!' no ea.^e,” wrote 
N'iseounl P»ryeo, in Furop<*a.n history to 
surpass it. Not e\en in tin* Thirty \'i‘a.r.s’ W'ar 
we*re tliere siieh thing.-' doiu> by any re<-ogni/,ed 
(Jov(*rnmenl as th<‘ ( Jri*m!in ( Jo\ « r nment has 
done*, first a.nd la.s| , in Belgium. 'The art is like 
tliat of tliose Aral) slas r«i id»*rs in Afriea. who 
carried off nrgro**.-. !•> flir i-on-l to ,>-011.” 
.Allot hor e<nitemporar\ historian declared that 
(here WJ1.S no precedent for the syst«‘mat i<*, 
whol(*sa.lc dcj)orl ill Ion of a. people siia-e the 
As.syrian d<*porlations of the lughth eeitury 
H.c*. The only p.ira.llcl, incked, in mod»*rn 
history wa.-' th(‘ 'rmki.-h deportation of thc^ 
Armenians. 

Inuring tlR‘ first two years of war the* (Jerman 
Adininistrat ion had on numerous oeca-sions 
applic*<l coercion to Jk*lgiiin workers. In 
August, BHr), jvn Order i.ssucul by tin* (Joyea'nor- 
(Jeneral imf)osed forced labour on the* unem- 
ployed, but declar(‘d tiuit tbc‘ hibour was to Ixi 
done on Bc'Igian soil. A second OrdcM*, is.mied 
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in May, 1016, rosorv^-d to llio tJonnan autliori- 
tlio riglit of Lriving work to the nnein- 
ployed. A third ()rd'*r (May 13, 1016) autho- 
rizf^d governors, military eommandant'^, an<l 
eliiefs of districts to ord»*r tlic niiem])Ioy(‘d to 
bo removed by force to tlio [)laccs where <h<‘y 
w<*re to work. “ Tims forcc'd lab()ur,” if) quote 
Cardinal Mercier, ‘'was already introduced. 



M. PAUL JlYMANS, 

Belftian Minister in I.undon. 

but it was in Helgiimi.” 3'ln‘ new system of 
forced labour. d<*linittdy combiin ti with deporta- 
tion, \Nith which we are here concei'ued, was 
institut('d by adt'cret* dated from (lerman llead- 
quiirtc'rs c)n Octobt'i* .3. lOlti, mul signrnl by one 
Saub<*r/.weig on behalf of the Quart ermaster- 
Iknerail. It was called a d<H‘n'e “ concc'rning 
the rt'strict it)ii of the burdt'iis on public cliarity 
and the assist mice to be given [i.(\ by the 
inhabitants] in case »)f piit)lic <*alamit^'.” It 
ran : - 

“1. Persons able ti> work may be b>rced to 
work, even out sick* llu‘ir plat'i' of (h)inicile, if, 
by reason of gambling, dnmkennt'ss, idleness, 
or unenniloynient involuntary or voluntary, 
iht'v are conqx'lletl to liavt* recotirse to the 
assistance* of otli«‘rs for their maintenance or 


for the maintenanco of persons dependent 
upon them. 

“ 2. Kvery inhabitant of the country is 
bound to rend(*r assistance in case of accident 
or public da,ng<*r, anfl also for redress of public 
<*alamities. witliin the measure of his capacity, 
even outside his [)lace of residence ; in case of 
refusal he mny be comjndled. 

“ 3. Whosoever, being called to %vork under 
clause 1, or (*laus<‘ 2, sliall refuse the work, or to 
(ontinue at the work, whi(di is assigned to Jiim, 
w'ill b(* [>unished by imprisonment not exceed- 
ing llir(‘e years *tnd l)y a fine not (^xcec'diiig 
10,606 marks, or by oni* of these two ])unis}i- 
ments, md«‘ss tlic* laws in forc*(^ provide for the 
imposition of a more severe punishment. 

“ If the ofYencj* has bcM*n ctnnmitted by eollu- 
sion or agre('merd on the ])ar( of several persons, 
C‘aeli aeeompliee will 1 k‘ pujush(‘d ]>y im[)rison- 
m»‘n( for not less than one we(‘k. 

“ b 'riie mililai‘\' administrators and the 
(h‘rman mi)itm\ <‘ourts are cm]^ow'(*r(*d to 
onfoHH' this dccr<‘(‘.” 

It will be sc(*n jit niHH* that the Uermans had 
d(‘termined to ba-Jt* their seluMiK's upon tlie 
allege d existe‘n<*<‘ of a serious um‘n4)loymt*nt 
probliMu,*'* which it was their duly to solve. 
The* truth was that the* nn{*mpli>ymi‘nt 
problem " was to lx* e‘xploit(*d in e)rder to 
e*nable* llie* (lermans te> drain the* r(*maiiiing 
man-]»enve‘i- of the* invade*fl e*e'>imfry, n.iul that 
the* e*eonomic ]>light of llt‘lgin]n, which was now' 
te> 1)1* turne'd te> iK*w (lerman purposes, was flic* 
diivcl, ine*vita])]e* a.nel, inele*e*il, int('nde*el re*snlt 
e»f the* poli(*y which (J(*rmany had ade)pte*tl 
since* the be'ginning of (he* war. 

If it we*re ne‘ce*ssM.ry te> de*moustrate n-fresli 
the* greKss insin(*e‘rity e)f the tynuits of He*lgiiim, 
abundant e^N'ide'iice* (*e)u]d lx* tbunel in the* 
(Ji*rman j)re‘ss a.le>ne*. During the* Hrst two 
ye*ars e»f war (Je*rmany f1e>e)de*d the* ne*wspa.pe*rs 
e>f ht*r own e*e3im1'ry anel ejf ue'utral ee)untrie.s 
with panegyrics e)f the* be*autiful ljeiicve)le'nce 
e>f the' Ue*rmevn Aeliniuistration, and represented 
Jle'lgium as e*nje)ying imt emly te)l(.»rable con- 
elitions but pe^sitive* pre)spe*rity. This campaign 
was continne*d up te) tJic very eve* of the de- 
peirtatieins. in July, 1016, for example, the 
( Je*rman <h)vernme*nt e>rganisi'd e)ne e)f its 
perieulical “ te)urs e)f inspt'ction " fe^r ne*nlrals 
~ this time a se*U*et party eef Scandinavian 
Socialists. The (lerman pre*ss repe>rte'el their 
expressie)n e>f astonishment and delight at all 
tliat tliey saw'. A message from Copenhagen, 
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published in the scMni-cdlicial Xorfh (imnan 
Oazctte on August 7, eontainetl the following : 

In t>no Wii-^ struck with jist oiki.^lmicnl a\ thi* 

iippcaninco of th(< (Milt i Viit cd fiidtls jnid at the fuel that 
most of I ho industrial cst ahlishmcnts were in full 
activity. 'I'liis yi‘ar’s harvest in lh*l^inm is extra- 
ordinarily hrilliant. . . . Wlaueas at the ho^mnin;;: of 
thi^ occupation thciv' were in lh‘l;^ium Irom IJtt.hOn t(» 
130, OOP uncinployt'd, there are at presriit not mtuc 
than from 40,()t)0 to oP,P0tl. . . . 'I’la' food conditions in 
Jhdj^iuni are tlcscrihcd as laUter than m M nlin. < )iic 
does not obtain the impression that th** Belgian popula- 
tion is suffering or imderft*d. Of course wi* must think 
constantly of tlu* war, Imt, as hoiioiirahlt* men. we 
cannot refrain from hcaiiiijjj witness to tin* tact that the 
tlermans have* shown a reiil talent of or^anr/at ion in 
eliminating as much as possible th«‘ conseipiences ot 

tlu' war. 

as late its Dt'etMulx*!*. I 1 fk 1 he whole- 
(Jerinan was (hnioiineitig the “ lit's " nf 

M. Maeterlinck, the fatnoiis Ih'lgi-ui poid, iunl 
aetnisiiig hint of “ignoring ihi* fact that, 
among all the Knropean eoiiulrii‘s, I Belgium is 
the one \vhos<’' sitiiali'iri iti tin' wot‘l(l-wn.r is the 
best from the social, (‘eonoiiiie jiud hygit'uie 
points of view.” 

Mt'anwhih', howiwcr, the ttuiin eotjrso of 
(lertiiaii propngd-ntla. hath in ()elol>er, Ihlt), 
siiddi'iily bi*t‘n shifted. A grt'al [HH'ss (Miiipaggn 
was iniiialt'd to <|(‘inonst ra-te tin* ('xtnMiie 
serionsnc'ss of l>elgia.n “ iinetnployiinMtl ’ a.nd 
tin* bi*iu*tie<‘nt desire ef the tlerina.n {vdininis- 
traiion to inet't a. despi'ratt* situation. An 


exiimph* ina\’ be (pmted fri>m tin* (^olof/nr 
(lUZittv of October !.*’>, which, in a. “ hdti'r fnati 
rb*iis.sels," ga.\'(* tin* ( n'roum pf(*ss its etn* : 

For a lone time jia^t repoi t ^ ha\c been mult iplii'tl in 
(jiiiti* systematic fashion in the lawx spai >ci‘s of our 
(‘iicinii’-, coiictMuins.; allcj:»'d torccil laliour imposed bv 
the tterman ( Jo\ ernmenf -llcncral in Bel_;mm. Ih'ulal 
compulsion, \'iola.tion of intcrnation.il law .iiitl tin' 
llaunu* t \>n\'iMit ion. is al)out tlu* Imist ac«-usation madt* 
aiiaiiist the terrible oppre^-or. What is the truth ot 
thcst* reports i For more th.in a M'.ir p.i.,st the .ibust' 
has showMi itself in tin* *»ci upn* I teriitories of Peleiniu 
that many Ihdirian workmen bin-omi' a bui'ileii upon 
piihlii* charity ainl li\i‘ upon the poor ndief ins|(>ad tif 
I'armn^ their bread b\' hoia'st work. . . . d’ln're is no 
prospi»ct of impro\ iMiicni of this state of aifairs, becausi'. 
ill conse«|uence of kaiL^lan I's measures, raw materials 
which are iiee.ltMl b\ IJel;^ian indu-^l r\ caimol be imported 
into Belgium, so that a part of the industrial 

concerns are cbised. In oi’dcr to pr«*\ent the ilan^^i'is 
arising out of this si.ue ot things, it -.eeius appropinili' 
to employ in Chuinaiiv workmen who aie o, biiidcn on 
piihlic charigN ainl tin' whom there is no woi k .i\ailalile 
in Btdf^ium. rhoUsaicU of P.cLiaii woiknaai have 
allVM. l\ .iccepte.l the olfeis of woll Ilia ie to ihiuu lloni 
< SermauN . w hicli assure I hem hi .4 her pa\ t h in 1 ln-y h.i\ 
known in Im-Ij^iiiiu. .ind tor .1 lon..^ time past ha\e been 
workmu in t lermanx . where I'-ey are eon tort a I »l<‘ a.nd 
contenleil. 'Those workshx who would rilher 

live on public charilv than woik b-r theni-e|\e- and 
then dependents will -hort!\ be depornsl coinpnPo-ily 
to appropnate pi ne- ot woik. 

These who reiiUMnln'i* the (leiiiiuii pr*es( 
metheils. whieli luiAe bei^n so olletj ilhisl fiU ed 
ill nt her eoimeetiotix in I hoe p.-vges, en.n 
iimigitie lh(‘ liner i nihroiderii's of the depnrhi- 
ti(»ii ejimpniLiii. rin* nio.st e\ t ritv ii.on.nl eflurl^'. 



T 



FACSIMILE OF ORDER, IN FLEMISH, WITH FRENCH TRANSLATION CALLING L'P BELGIAN WORKMEN AT GHENT, NOVEMBER, 1916. 
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THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


p:*rhap8, woro the sermons on “honest work" 
llie delights of slavery in (lerinany wiiieli 
were put into the inoullis of imajzinary Belgian 
“ employers." One tJerman serilx* wti.s so 
moved by his own eomposition of a letti'r de- 
scribing the advice given by a Belgian “ in- 
ciiistrialist " to his w’orkuu‘n on the eve of their 
df'parture for Ch‘rmany that he eoneluded : 
“ This industrialist spoke as a man with a 
heart and a truly (-hristian philosopher, for 
he was inspired by the divine evangelic pre- 
c('pts of Christ."* The* occasmiuil canlitnis 
with which the (ierinan i)ropjigandists tem- 
pered their praise of 1h(' promist*d land were 
entertaining. Thus the HnucHols, one of the 
])rinci])al mouthpk'ces of the (tennan Ad- 
ministration, was const re.ined tu iulmit (Oeto- 
Ix'r 18, lUK)) that ther(‘ luul b(‘eii dis4i.ppoint- 
m«‘nts. Sumt^ Belgin.ns, it at)peared, luul gon<‘ 
to (iermany “(^xt)eeting to find there a sort of 
cart illy paradise " w lx're they w t)nld b<‘ ov<‘r- 
paid but p('rmitt(‘d to rt‘te.in their Belgian 
hj?.bits of “ unn'st rained ind(*pendenc(*." In- 
stead, they ha.d laid to h‘arn that the gn'atiiess 
of (lerma.ny rests \ipon “a. discipline of iron," 
and to ada.pt t heinsc‘l\ es to the* r<‘(piin*inents of 
“tin* industria.1 and economic gra-ndenr of 
( {(M’rnany." 

It is imp<if^><ihl(* to detennint' th(' <*\a.ct imm- 
bi»r of B<*lgia.n workmen who laid h(‘(*n induced 
to acct'pt work in (Jerman;V' b<*fere October, 
Ih I ti ; the ( Jermau < h)v<'rnor-< k*neral of Belginm, 
Ihiron von Ihssing. in a stat»‘ment made to the 
Xar )'<>rlc T ttne-s (iUwxwan text m Xtfti't (Icnnnn 
(i(tzc/f(i of iNovemb(*r 11), ])iit the total at 
:U),0()0. It is still more ditlitailt t(> determine 
t h(' mimb(‘r of “unemployed" at the lime 
that the d(*porl at iruis wei'e detinit<*ly organi/.e<l, 
(h'lU’ral von Hissing mahit ain<*d that lh<*re wei*<‘ 
from 100,000 to r»00,000 na^n idle in tJie [>arls of 
B(*lgiuni undt*!* civil administration ; a st ele- 
ment from a probably trustworthy IJelgiari 
sour(*e put tht* total at s(»nn*thing undt*r 
;i50,000.t That the(‘xtent of ‘ Ainemploym<*iil " 
W’as large is b(*yonfl dispute, J^et us consider 
the main causes. 

It has already been se<*Ji that iit a \'<Ty c*n.rly 
stage of the o(*cupation of Belgium tin* ( leniuMi 
Administration asj^umed compl<*te contml of 

* 'J’lc? (Jerrnan propa jandji and mu'.t ot t In* doi-iinn'iil ary 
<‘\'i<lon<*c* font’crning the depcjrtatiniw ere ver_\' I'lily 
treated in M. Io*rnan<l I’asM‘U*c(j''4 " !-<•'; Dr-pcirta- 

tions Bel;^es a la lnniiere lies I toeiinieiits Allenitiud--.’* 
which ha-i been ef f^reii^ value in the writing nt ihi^- 
eliajjter. 

t i’a^fc-elccq, op. fit., 108. 
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the hanking machinery, levdt'd enormous war 
contributions on the country (at first 1:2,000,000 
a month, but tin* sum was aftt*rwards raiseil to 
£2,4t)0,(KM) a month), re(|uisirioned materials and 
commodities of every eoiUH*ivable kiiul, and 
steadily drainc'd Melgiuin of her mat(*rial 
wt*alth.* In reality tin* whole prot*ess was ono 
«»t delilx'rate rohlx'ry, intended to eripph* Ih*]- 
giuin as well ais to serve immediiit** (.haiiian 
nei'ds. Tin* ( terman decrees prove tin* facts; 
it is I’dso possible to pro\'e tin* Cerma.n int<‘iition. 

Tin* economic (*xploit at io?i of the* tciritories 
ot‘cupi(*d by (Jermany during tin* gi*t‘ait war will 
a.lwavs dest*rve to lx* associated with tin* inmn* 
of lh‘!T W a.lter Bathc'nau, of the .\ l/t/cinrinr. 
KIvktriZitiHs-UcsvUsvlHiJt. l<(*ali'/.ing at tin* be- 
ginning of tlje war tin* vast imi)ortam*e of tin* 
rauv maitc'rials probh'iii, Ibitln'iiau, a t\'pieiil 
n*j)n‘s<*ut}’.ti\’e of tin* Jew isli indiist riailism of 
modc*i*n (JermaiuN', fonx'd liimsi*lf upon the 
Prussian Ministry of War in .August, IP I I, a.s 
ln‘a.d of a in‘w Kaiw Maiteriails I )epjirt iinait . j* 
Tin* Prussiain authoritii‘s got rid ad' him in 
Ma.reh, Mil a, ais tla*y habit usvll\' got rid at 
tin* i*arlresf moun*nt of iill ,h*w isb iu\ a.ders of 
tin* high pla.ea*s of Pru'-siau bureaun iMcy. Put. 
it wa.s Bailliena.u who laid phimn*al the spoliai- 
tion of Badgium, Kranea* and Kussiam Paahunl. 
Afta*r his dc'pairturai from adliea* In* wjis a.n\iams 
to phiea* his sa*r\iea‘s on ra‘a*a>rd. Tha- C/n’ratjo 
(rs wais siipplia'd with aiii a‘ulogy <d‘ lla*iT 
Kail ht‘na.irs wa»rk, wliich eainalidl\' a‘\jdaiina*d 
(Jiat tiura* wa*r(* only three* pa)ssil>ilif i(‘s op<‘n to 
(lerma.ny ait tin* Ix'ginnirig of t ha^ wair ta» aapen 
lip in*w sa»iira*a‘s a)f pi’od na*t ia ui in (ia*rma!iy, fa) 
ma.ka* fin* ma>st a)f sua-h ehamia*ls aaf inipairt ait ion 
ais still ra*maine(l aapa-n, ainal laa a‘\!iaiust tha* sup- 
]>lia*s a)f t ha* a>a*cnpia*(l t a rri t a u*ia‘s. | b rr Kilt ha na,u 

a-xpa.inl<‘d tln-sa* vi' ws iti ai la adiira- w hia-li ha* 
da*livera*al in Ha‘rlin a»n Daciinhar 20, 1015. 

Win'll tin* la*a*tun‘ w a.s ])ubli>ha al as a*, pamphhd 
tin* a*a*nsa)iship Ji'aal eara*fiilly I'a loa >\'a*a 1 tin* 
admissianis a*ajna*a Tiling tin* spadiait iaan a»f oa'ciipia'd 
terrif oria s. llappilv', howc'xa r, a, full ra jaort of 
tin* Iea*tura* n*}ia*ln*il \'ia*nna, : llnit whia-h w a.s 
suppha*d fa» the < W'fomr 'I'ftijhltltt h\ Pr«»- 

fa‘ssa»r .Xrnaald Ki'aisny a-aait a:.iiia‘(l fh»- faallouing 
paissaiga* : — 

'rh“ o<-fU|nit ion of ltf|)/iuiu, f>i (ho nio-f iiiijiorl aiol 
iudiist riiil patrl of Kraiui o. aiiid of paifl ot KusHijiii li i ri- 
torv, niiido now work for 1 ho (huriiM.ii Kaivv MatoriHb 
I >opji rl rnonl . 'I'ho raw nnitonals in On* po->4 '-.-ioii of 
tho-.a* ihroo aroa'! tiad to ho plaood ai t ho o-rv n o of fo r* 
man wa r ooonomii : in pa'rtionlar, tho »,(o*-k-. Oiaf won* 
fiauai in tho. oontro'^ f*f On* wool traidi* of llio Continont 

* \ oi, \i., p[). J7 to int. 

I ISoa* \'ol. p. 1 83. 
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fi!id tlu* i‘f)iisi(I<>itihlo rttores of riilificr ;in<l uitratJ''^ hail 
fo h<* tiiriuvl to llio use of (o*rrriiiri iiuinuta^’t iin*. 'Tin* 
(lilfu nllios of n*fjui'^iti(*iiin;^ tJu'so sM|i|iii**vi uudurfho lavi's 
<»i war Wfi’o oNi'n-oruo a iiotwork of 

rcutn*'., warehouse <:(;ii<ros ami fha>nu N t>f fii^triljiitiofi 
wa- osl al.ilisliod, iho traii^]>oit. diilii uil ics wan* ri*irio\f*d, 
and now hlood wa-> |)oufi*d into (jlorinaii indii'.try, 
oxf>andino tiiid j>rolon;^in:/ its \'italit.y. 

Afijrc'f »vor, Jh'rr Kaf ln*iijui hoasfcMl flinf his 
fudivitias litid “ r<*ndcTc*d quihi iiicdhudivc* I lir* 
l‘hi^lisli }»lorUjid»i of raw iiiiitcriiils ” — an aiiiiis> 
inu (JoiniiKaif }«.ry on t ho (h*rman rflorts, to 
whicli furtJu’f ndVnaico vviJI ho nnwlo, to atlri- 
hnto all llu5 urioiiiployiiK.'nt ill J3olgium to the 
I >ril ish hlorkado ! 

'The niisforl linos of t ho (hM'inaii ooiisor shii» 
<lid not ond with l!<‘rr Jhithonan’s own cini- 
fessions. Ill 1015 Horr laidwij^ ( htnuhofor, a 
poouliarly inspirod rojirosontat i v<* of Ihivarian 
joiinialisin aiul a sp<M*ial fav onritt^ of tho (Jt>rnian 
J'iinporor, jmhlislicd a littlo hook oalN'd Jourrici/ 
tf) (hr. (JrnHitn Fronf. It was a r<*prodiu*l it»n of 
oont rihui ions to tho M ihirhnrr \rnf‘.sfr Xach- 
rlrhfrn. Unfort unat <*ly for llorr ( {anj^hofor, 
an<l for tlio (ilorinan ot1i(!ials in Bolgiuni, tho 
appoaranoo of tho hook only <*alkMl attt'ntion to 
till' r(‘nsor\s <l('l<di<ni from its pa^os of tho 
followiin^ candid passage which a])p<'arod in 
on(‘ of IhdT (jJan^Imfor’s arlickis as puhlislasl 
in tho Munrfnirr Nciirstc Navhrirhtrn of 
Fehruary 2(), lhl5 : 

I\ir a ft>rt.iiii;lit I wan mi niy logs ovnry <lay, in ord<*r 
t*t uhtnin a rmigli idea <if wUat is <Iotie in t tie area of a 
••iin .’l»' eni'ps and a single arniy l»y t li<’ earelnlly e«i-erdinate<l 
ttennan inaehinory on the linos of eoininnnieation, 
wliieli works so ipiietly and snroly, Wlial I saw then* «»n 
u liniitod si’ale i.N repealeil all over the \Vestt*rn Krmit, 
to the great ju-elit ef tiertnaiiy. 

.\ll tin* wni’k is dmii* <ni the prinei|)lo that as liltl' 
as |>o-^dhle uf what the Army m*ed.s is to b»' honight 
fre.n (Jernmny, that as inneh as ])e.ssihle is to be gt»t. ent 
of th(' eoM(|nered enemy eoniitry, and that everytliing 
iinli''|H*nsahle tt) tl’e Army »ir useful for (Jermany is n» 
he t rans|)«irletl to th*rmany. During three niontlis 
ohmit lenr-filths nf the n'lpiirenionts of the Army were 
voveri'd out of the eonqnered country. J'lvtMi now, when 
I he protitahle s<>\irees of the etuinlry eoiu[neretl by us 
nlnsidy yield a sismlier How, the eompiensi territory 
es still eoveriiig as mueh as Iwo-t birds of the iumhIs of 
t hi‘ t hM’iUiin Army in the We^t. It is estimated that, on 
:m average, llu' tferinan I'anpiri' has thus sail'd, during 
the pa^t four mouths, from Ik-'ihC.OOh to t,0tH>,0t>0 marks 
a day. 'This prolit from vietory for the (lermans is 
f'lrthi'r im-reased very eou'^iderahly by the eeoiieinie 
war whieh. aeeordmg to the proi isieiis of iuteriiat ioiial 
law, is eari'ied ou against the eompieri'd eoiintry 
that is to say. h\' the ein}>loyinent of I hi* Stale-owned 
goods whieh are transported to IhTinany from Ih'lginni 
and ^Northern Kranet' in eiiormons (piautities, eonsisting 
of war booty, fortress supplies, eorn, wool, metals, 
valuable wood, and other things ; all this apart from all 
the iiureipiisiliouod ]U‘ivate property, whieh, indeetl, 
is ill necessary eases released to swell tho (!t*rmaii sloek-'. 
hut is paid for by u-' to its full value. AVhat (Jerinany 
saves and gains by this I'l'oiiomic war, eondueted with 
I'ommi'icial foresight, i-aii he rt*ekouetl at a fuitluu- 
U.OOh.OtH) to 7. HIM), hot) nitirUs a day, so that the whole 


profit whieh the (ierinaii Kmpiro luis made behind its 
Western Front siiif'c the Ix'ginning of tho war can ho 
•‘siirimlotl at about 2,000,000,000 marks. Fortlormany 
this is a gigantie victorv', Ix'canse of tlio economy and 
imrcniio of her ccorioinic strength; for fho enemy it ia 
a crushing defeat, iiocauso of tho exhaustion of all tho 
linaneial resources of his territories lost to us. 

Of the ramifications ami I'onlrol of this economic war 
I shall liavo more to say. Then people will learn to 
banish to the lumher-room the catch phrase about 
“the nnprart i<‘al (human. ’’ A (Jerman ollieer of high 
rank at 8t. Quentin expressed for ino tho hapfiy ehango 
t hat , in t liih resjiecl , has hi'en accoinplislied in tho thought- 
ful hut amu^'ing words: “It is extraordinary what a 
man can learn. Ki'ally, I am a Pot.sdam (Jiiards otlieor, 
hut now J am dealing in wood and wool — and cveu with 

SUl.'CCSS ! “ 

III spite of nil this, JItiron von l^issing, 
trusting to tho tk*rniiin ('onsorship, doolarod in 
liLs stiitoinont to tho Nriv York Times : “ T'Jiniika 
to tho pitiless economic st mngiilut ion of 
Jtcifzium by k^ngland, more tlmn a million im- 
povcrishc'tl Bcligiaus, iruui, women ami ohildrt*n, 
depend iifion ])iihlic relief. In conseipience of 
llu^ sfopjiagt' of importation of law nui-tcrials 
and file veto upon I'xportalioii of inn.nulact ured 
gocxls, Tlngland has condemned almost 500.000 
Belgian \vorkmi*n lo a chronic stale of deniora- 
iising inaci i\ it y. . . . I did everythinfjc possible 
to assist in the ri'viv^al of Bi'lgiaii industry. 
But, as the raw materials were lacking, it was 
iinpi»ssibk> to maki; tho Ih'luian factories 
produce to their full eapa-city.” 

Not oidy were the (Jermans tlms trying^ to 
use the plight to which they had r<‘duc(‘d 
Bi'lgium as an argument which might jirovcdco 
bitter <*ritieism in Belgium and in neutral 
countries of the Britisli bloekadt', but they w(*re 
iwdually I'mk'avounTi*^ to exploit British sym- 
pathy with unha])py Belgium in a dispc'rate 
attempt to secure concessions wliich wouUl 
(uiabk^ them to sipiee/.e still further manu- 
factures out- of the oeeupied territory. It was 
a mameuvre ditlieult to meet and diOieult to 
expose. It w'as obvious that the British 
Government could ])erniit importation of raw 
materials into Bidj^ium only under the most 
rijjjid gjuarautiH^s, and it was equally obvious 
that no promises w’liicli Germany miglit bev 
jileased to make eould be of the slightest value. 
Nevertheless it was decided to attempt an 
arran pMuent, and the British Government 
gave its ap])?*o\’al to a scheme to provide 
ndief for Belt^ian industrii's by iiiifiortations of 
raw' materials from abroad, “ in spite of their 
belief that sueh importations, evt'ii under the 
safi'jguards proposi'd, would result in sub- 
stantitxl benefit to the cMieniy.’’* 

♦ Foreign OOtce .Mcnmranduni of February : The 
Feb. 21, 19ir>. 
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I J " f tniil «>></ W nli-r." 

•‘AN OFIKK OF KM FLO YMFNT.’’ 

From the Cartoon by Loui;* KucniuekerB. 

in tli(‘ country'; ni»*v wen*, in ^(‘n<‘rjil, lo 


'^riin nuiiri fi'atiirc of tlu* jiro])osn,ls wius tliut 
tlu» importation of raw materials into Ht‘l/j:iiiin 
should })e offrctod through tJio agonfy and 
iindor the guarantee of the Jielgian R<*lief 
Commission. The Cennans “ were to pejinit 
th(* free importation of raw materials, anti the 
export of marmfaetured goods made from "<ueh 
materials, through the Ih^Jit^f Commission ; 
they were to resi>eet, and free from all em- 
})argo or requisition, any stoeks of similar raw 
materials or manufactured goods still remaining 


treat any hw-toiN' thus suppli(‘d hy th(‘ Com- 
mission ns enjoying t h*) siiine pri\ ilegi^-i 
jukI immunitit*^ as of the Com 

mission's warehouses.*' Tlu» ( Jerman (Jov’ern- 
mc*nt ma.fle no reply to tliese propose-I.-^. which 
wer<* ma.de* early in the wintei* of ItHo, and 
mf*rely eng gr*d in a fresh eampa.ign of rer-rimi- 
nation and misrepresent :it ion, when the British 
Cov<*rnment brought tlir* fa.ets to light in 

February, 19 Ih, in tin* M<‘nioran»lum iilrf*ady 
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(|uotc*c], and waid that it “ must disclaim all 
n spunsibility towards the I Belgian people for 
<.*vils which the enemy has both caused and 
r(‘fus(‘d to r(*mov(*.” The discussion merely 
revealc‘d the* fixeil (h rman pf)liey of impoverish- 
ing H<-lgium and driving the Belgian workmen 
into ( Jerman emf)loymfnt. 

While the (k rine.ns thus laboure<l to ]>ut the 



(JKNERAL VON HUENE, 
Military Ciovcrnor of Antwerp in 1915-16. 


odium of their own crim<*s up<»ii Knglan<l, 
they did not spare the good iianu* of their 
vict ims ; when tlc y w<M*e tiot abusing tlio 
British blockade tliey wc‘re accusing th<‘ 
Belgians, notoriously one of th»' most iiuhr - 
trious races in the worltl, of ccnist it utioiic I 
idleness and chronic ill will.'’ 

It is hardly necessary to lay furth(‘r stress 
upon the gross insincerity of th<* (k*rman 
(lovcrimieiit jmhI <»f tlu* (lermau authoritii's 
in Belgium; they liad themselves crtNded I h<' 
“ unemployuK'iit '* which they proposed to 
turn to their own t)urposes. Tn a memorandum 
issued from l-.e Havre on lA'bniary K BUT, 
the* Belgian (len^ernme'nt siiiumarize'd as billows 
the U'rribU* story that luis now to b** told : 

Oil tho part of tho cceiuiying l*o\vcr, the tlt'iiortat ions 
wi'n* coldly carricil out in iic»*or<Uiiu*c with a cmvt'ully 
idert'd pi spi of tin st fo 

U'^suranecs of iiiiniiinily hut lately lavishctl on tlio 
population by tho most distin^uishctl rc present at ives of 
the lmp<*rial tloverninent , notably by tl’.e Military 
l«ovt*rnor of Antwt'rp and the ( lovermu’-CJeneral, Fiehl- 
Marsh.al von der tioUz. Belgian families liave l3oeii 
hroki'ii up pitilessly, of all agt‘s (fnnn 17 to 5.5 and 

liver), of all t‘lasst»s (thi>se in roevipt of ivlief aiul those in 
easy eireumstanees, tho unemployed and the employed, 
many of tho latt«*r being aetnally taken from their work), 
won' oarried otf in droves, transported, niidor most 
itihiiman eoiiihtions, to places the names of which they 
wore forbidden to re\oaI to their families, ami subjected 
to compulsory labour in the military iiiten'sts, direct or 
iiidirt'ct, of tho enemy Bt'forc starting, tliey were 


allowed the option of accepting a so-called “ voluntary 
engagomont at an apparently high wage for Wf>rk in 
(Jonnany, or deportation, with a nominal wage {30 
pfennigs a day). Whether they signed tho agreement 
or not, they were eondemned to foreiblo separation from 
their families. The vast majority of them refused to 
sign, and even to work. Tliey w’cro then subjoetecl to 
tlie most horrible trentnient. soientifieally graded a id 
applieil with a refinement of ealeulated enielty wdiieh 
hitlierto was held to bo the monopoly of barbarous 
fieoples or those who had relapsed into barbarism. 'I'h,. 
tortures of hunger, thirst, eoJil, of standing motionless 
for hours, of heating; tlircuits of d-ath and imprisi>n. 
meat ; ^dubbing with tlie butt-ends of rifles, etc., were 
all a[>plied to break down tlie resistance of these ob.stmre 
)H‘roes of patriotic duty. 

Reports ealeulated to make every civilized imui quiver 
with indignation havo come into tho poss(*ssion of the 
Belgian Government, ilesc ribing tlie iinspeakablo suff m . 
ings inflicted on tliousaiids of innocent men in tho camp, 
where tliey are herded by the (Jerman Government, 
camps wliero this pitiable human eattio is classified and 
brok Ml ill to servo tlif? (‘iids of German tlespotism. 

Sufferings even greater perhajis are I he portion of I lie 
liapless victims sent to the rear of the (Jerman lines in 
Flatiders and in Franei*. 

Forced to undertake hard tasks and labour in tho oj>eti 
air during the most rigorous season of the y<*ar, withimt 
Jiavin; r b« mI and i 1 tii(M*oto ; t'xposeil to 

tho tire of tho artillery ; miserably elacl, insiiflicienti v 
le<l. larg<* numbers of those poor (Mcatures siieeumh to 
exhaustion anil sifkimss. 'I'he mortality among them 
seiMiis to lio considerable. 'Hie sick and dying who can 
travel are sent liomo with less eoiisidorat ion than was 
sliowii ill aiieient limes to slavt‘s hy owners who were 
eoneeriKul to preserve the human flocks which formed 
pari of their wealtli. From tlieso pitiable bunds of 



GENERAL VON ZWEHL, 
Military Governor of Antwerp, 1917. 


n'patriated sulTerers we liave now learnt what is the life 
led hy their compatriots still at work ; there is but one 
word to describe it it is liel!. 

The Gvriiiaii decree of October 3, 1910, was 
orijrinally posted iii the Etappen-Zone, or Zone 
of Dep6t8 and l-.inc\s of Coinnii inicat ion, , which 
then eonsi.sted of tho provinoea of Wt'st Flanders 
and East Flanders and the Toiimai district 
of the province of Hainaiit.* But before the 

* See VoJ. XI., pp. 3, 4, tiiid map (p. 1(1) showing the 
territory occupietl by the Germans. 
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ond, of October deportations Imd begun in 
the parts of Belgium under the German civil 
administration ; the decree was applied, in 
fact, to the whole of the occiipied territory. 
It will liave bet'ii observ<'d that the decree 
maile no distinctions of sex or age. It does 
not appear tliat any large number of Belgien 
won^en were deportt'd to (iermany, although 
many of them wert' made to work ])ehind the 



r“ r.ifr" Publicising ( o,, ,\\Y . 


“ (GERMAN Y'S LATEST CRIME/' 

(Ic'riiian lin<-s in lioljrimii nn<l Norttn'rn Frani’f. 
Till- IdwcsI ii.>n! of <lf])orUcs win, ^tinimlly, 
17, Uio njio for lo bocoino linblo 

lo military <oii(rol. Tlio piiblio notioo issmil 
hv (Ifucral von lliicne, (jovoriior of AtitMorp, 
on Xovombor 2, confine*! th*i liability to 
<lc\)ortal ion to men below tli*’ ajr*' of i!<>- !5*it, 

whether op not thi-s a.ee limit wm int<'r.(l.'il to 
apply nniv*'r>ally, the (icrman.s fr<*-ly *l. port.'*l 
men lip to, and ov<-r, the age of .7(1. In r.'ality 
the whole proct'diin* wa'* arbitrary, and lh<‘ 
fate of the population depciul**! upon th*- 
pleasure of the (lerman officers who hapix-n*-*! 
to he emplfiyed as slave-drivers in pr/.tieular 
districts. 

The general method ftp]die<l wa^ as follows. 
Tno Belgian local authorities were compelled, 
under threats of imprisonment or deportation, 
to deliver lists of “ unemployed ” and |K*rs«ms 
in receipt of relief nionc*ys. If there were no 
lists, the Belgian authorities wereordered to coin- 


pih» lists immediately. Tn mo it ea-’ies the Bel- 
gian autliorities refused, and the Germ ins then 
seized all sorts of registi'rs — lists of population, 
tdeetoral registers, aiui military n'gisters and 
callc'd up alt haipJnizaird nil the persons najia <1. 
In some ])liiea\s the (Jermains issued ai g<*neral 
summons tt) aill mailes ov<»r the iig<» of 17, or 
aietiiailly eolleett'd men from the streets. The 
men who r«‘ported umlerwent a sort of ma'dia'al 
<»xai!uinait ion, and those who wa're obviously 
unaibh* to Wf>rk were w»*eded out. Th<‘ iikmi 
seli'cted for deportait ion wt'iv then urged to 
sign “ va^lunt airy ” a’ontraets, which in many 
east's were draiftt'd only in (h^rmain. In sfMue 
towns, for instainee Bruges aind Gh(‘nf, the 
(Jerinans obtaiiai(‘d sdl t kt' 'signal t ura‘s Diey eoiihl 
bv imprisoning tlunr victims anal keeping 
tha'in without food. In sonn' east's tha^ 
♦‘xamination of recruits was followaal by im- 
mediaite da'port ation, in otht*r <‘aises tlia* mi'ii 
Wert' si'iit homa' for ai time. .V ra'inairkable 
teaitun‘ a>f tha^ GaU’inan arrangiMnamts was tin* 
IN ‘a pi i raiment that tha* ala‘porta*a*s, who aeeoraling 
ta) the (ta'rman tha^ory wt'ra* unable tai support 
t h‘*msa*lva‘s, slioulal pi‘ovid»' t h<‘nisa'lves with n \ 
ah’borata* outfit fa>r tha'ir pilgrimaga*. Kor 
instana.'c, t ha' follow ing notia*e was i^sua'a! at 
Alaast : 


K.o. 


i;t 1 1 ()«-i 
.N(». 


>||(‘| . I II hi. 


*oIf ill' I'upill'*-), 


MoImI. jNtaipp.'KoMitnat r, 

11. w iii. 

(’OM.MC^NE OK Al.OSr. 

a)ii (lio IDIIj ()('folM*r*, 111 hi, M X 
ul H.O ji.m. lit Aloct (at tin* 1' 
pn»\ iiii'it with ; — 

1 .SI 'art'. 1 (i \ (‘r«‘«>al . 

1 m'cUi'i’i liii'f. • pier ul i luf li ^]uvl‘s. 

1 \viii.-,ti*ual . J \Milet pn»et (capaMuut v- 

1 pair of truiri r- uatei'iimul cuat ). 

1 pair ut .-liui',-) ul liuu!'-. 1 tuwi'l. 

2 sliirts. f I’uud ImiwI. 

2 pair- uf .-ui-U^. I ^ puuii. kiul** inal furU. 

2 pairs uf (Ir.ivViT . - Maaki't-. 

Jt<' inav kItu jii'u' iil*‘ liiur'clt witli muncx . 

Kailiiri' tu appi'nr will lx- pimi-ln il with iiiipri -unrnui.t. 
lent ik'phMitiuii uf lilu rty m|> <u a li'iin uf tlin 
mill with a tine up •*> ia),0U(> maik 
uf ( hi‘.-.f pi'ualtii"'. 


with OIK* 


yea f'l 
it hi'i* 


'rill-; Ku.mm wd.an im ic. 


In saiiiie aif tlia* notia-a'S it was stata'd tluit the 
da'porti'a's should bring inaun'y , “ if tht'y liaal 
any,” but no exi)lanation was fortheoming a>f 
t ha'ir as.su ma'd abilit y t a> pay' fiiia* -i of toOO jipiece i 


Ah for tha* actual w<»rk aif da'portation. 
abundant evidenca* sa>on famnal its way amt a)f 
Belginm. Take, for instana*a*, tha* prajei*t*dingK 
in the district of Mons. On Oetolier 25 a 
notice was posted in half a do/.a*n villaga‘s 
requiring the whole male populaHain to pra'.sent 
thein.sa*lveft at Quiovrain on tlkj fa>llowing 
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morn in i'. rho follo .v iim is i\ tnisUvortliy 
<»f \\ hjit followed ; 

ri;c‘ rin'ti info flu* courtyard of 

a uluTu tlu*y i<*n»<tiiiod lor a lon;4 pori^xl in tho 

rain. .Mo-'l <>r llii Mi had r<jma niijir*i\ idad with warm 
(‘htt liiii;.' '»r tond, iiiij»i'f’|»a ri*d lor flu* Inin/lh of 1 lio pro- 
< cfdiii;-'- and i;.''Mora of «•! lln-ir iiit'aiiiM;.'. 

Afl« r a |ll■••lltllitl!l|■\ in jHctioii. lln* anlhorifios -iir_dr<i 



[Cnf'vright oj " T.^tttd atul Water." 

“ALI, FOR THHIR (JOOD.'^ 

F'rom the Cartoon by Louis Kacmaekers. 


oiil llu' prio.sfs, flio pI•of^•^.^^<^rM and f tan hors, llio lown 
rh’rks, fho ciisloins otlirials ami tli(‘ nu'inhcrs of flu* local 
food coinniil teas. Old men ami cripples were at om*o 
rcjacliMl. 'I'hc authorities then ])ro<'ccd«Ml to select the 
men whom tlu-y proposed to take; the selei'tion was 
niadn with ^reat care, though the ])rtneiple upon which it 
w’as hasetl is not apparent. ; in some easi*s imai out of 
work were sent hack home, while others who had never 
Ikx'ii umanployed, as well as clerks, stmh'iits and farmors, 
wt're taken ; 1.2(M) [lersons w'ere retairieil, alxiut 20 to 2.5 

jH*r ei'iit. »»f the able-hodied population of thes«' villages. 

'I’he.st^ men were diN'iiled into Narions groups anal sent 
to the railway station, when' a train laid been waiting 
siia-e the muniiug ; the train depart etl in tin* liiroctioii of 
Mons. H('lati\'es who, in gn>at distri'ss, had followt'd the 
tram as far avs Mons, hriuging clothes ami foml for the 
men. were not allowi'd access to them. 

Tin* follow ing dost ri[)t ion wfxa .suppliod by 
an American ex ('-witness to tho l..oiidon 
corn'spoiuh'iit of theCliieago Da 'tUf Xewsi 

Naturally the scenes attciuling this forcible ii'inoval of 
fatht'rs ami st>ns wring the hanlest tif lu'arts. I .saw om' 
long train of lattk* trucks loailed with prospei'tive 
dt'portecs. Many had resisted, only to feel a (loriimii 
bayonet. Wt>mcn and chihlrtm had fought ft>r their 
im'nri>lk with ih'spi'iatt* tiercene.ss ; i>lothes weiv tattered, 
eyes stn'amiug, voiees .screaming and shouting until they 
w’ere luuvrse. Ch'iu'rally wdth as little biutality as 
possible, but abvays I'tfeetually. tli© Kaiser’s sohliors 
erusht'ii ail opposition. Mouses were scaivhed by armed 
nn*n from ei*Mar to rotifs. Ni> discrimination wjis inado 
bi'tween eiujiloyed and unemployed. Only one object was 


plainly in view — to obtain the largest possible number of 
.strong hand.s. Wlion the train was loaded wminen ami 
cliildren were standing about in a huge erow'd. .Suddenly 
they ran on the line in front t?f the locomotive, llirew 
themselves on the rails, and clung there, shutting tlieir 
eyes and nttcjring loud lamontaiions. J-)(‘tachments of 
soKliers prised them loose with bayonets and foree<l them 
to clear tlio track, when the train moved oil towards the 
CJerman frontier. 

Ill rt'ality, jis this Amt'riean eye-wilness said, 
thc'n* was no discrimination })('tw(‘(‘ii employed 
and unemployed ; tlie (lermans sim])ly earried 
awiby the peoplf* tliey wantt'd for their ft t.c lories. 
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Afiiclies Amtes et Avis AUemands 


ImuxtTiieiDCnt tie ilni\clh*a 
( I till Rrtihniit. 

Unix elks, it 12 noveiiRifc? 19Rk 

AVIS 

a \wis les Uourfl»tic.stre :9 du 

t>t du llrtibaiiK 

Co ii'eisl id popuiatiuii beige i|iii pro* 
fiteni ie iiioias do I'urdre dutiiio par le 
Ouiivcraour goueral de trausporier ou AUt»- 
maj)iie s,Mi$»-ti-avail et Ics choiiieura voloii- 
'tairruft ifui sont a In charge d« ra&si^tiiuco j*u- 
blii|uo. classes laboneuM-'s reduites u rill* 
ncfiuii dopids d^ auiioos», irouvorufit eii 
uiagno dc/^ ^aiaircs rentuitoraicurs i|u'uilcs ne 
|iMivoiii Irotivcr ea 0 elf|t 4 ue, a raiboii prlcici- 
S>aleiiu:iit du luaiiiiue do anatkiaxp 

II eatt du deVoir tie U»ulc% lim kdiiifiuWira- 
tioiis coiiimuuatoA tic prclev Itiir iiKle 

N rexeciitluu doa iuc»»ui*t«. Tt»ija lea bi>aiyuic<r- 
1 r 4 js,duive 4 ii imiiiedialciueiU miicttro uu utota* 
ciioi ;H>ar fe t*i'aiiU’ilru.\euea u la Siuiuiuuii.- 
Uantiir ~~ jes liaieii cxiyoca ili’ib olivrlers 
ii’iiyanl pna dWoupalioii auiiiaaiuo* Lou com- 
a*tiliejiiire do |uur i»ii |uur, A 
do oclie uiuie^ A .prCjKirer cliO- 

iitruis uo dCpaif. 

Ibiiis lUi ouiuiuuik^ OA ksti IIaIjua iio soronl 
|kis (uuriiit^ 0 U iouipk voiilUt i'ailuilitiislratluii 
.iiii'iiiu»»d« duMSiru ctle-iiifiiie iui bouiuies h 
iraittrpurier eti AUeiiia||uc* Mum die iCa. lU le 
it;ui|i». III lee inu>('iis, ue faim uiie uinu^ic 8 ur 
ill Mliiudoii de ’ciianue pcrsoiuio, SI ooiiCr au 
< ours do ce cboix, ii so pnaluit dea cua ^iil- 
blOa ou dob erreura, la rcs|N»itsal>riil 6 o<i re» 
loiiilMTu aur bimrgiiK'bUoa qiil. atirout re*' 
d'liidor rAdiuiidatnuioD ullciuaiido. Jl*|a* 
stir le blit «|uo ouvrlors, uiic fuia 
rri .Alli'JiiagiH% ii% {M>urroii| mo- 
iifr etl l»olgic|ti«' tpic dans d«io oxcoplioii* 
iiola d’exirciuo urgenco ou jiisfincs fwir dos 
raisons irriscusttblts. 

siie\irHi uvti* la |>Uk r.xirdine rigueitr cf*n* 
Ire lc:» btiurginceslreii «|ul nc Urt'S^oruid jia.s le.s 
ou qiii loa tfrcsveroiM .t\co ncgbgoiico, d 
colu Him pas sciiJoiuciir {»uur di.'Solktis^iiee 
Aiix onirixs nlli’ 4 iiuntis, innls aussf pour avoir. 
iii(>connu letir ilcvoir \ ism* vis do In popiilaiion 
coniinlse A lours 

Le Gouxerueur, ‘ 

llLliT» 

l.tcui^'nanNi^n^raL 
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GERMAN PROCLAMATION AT 
BRUSSELS, 

Putting upon the Belgian Burgomasters the blame 
for the ** impossibility ** of proper examination of 
deportees to Germany. 



[('oprrifffit of “ l and (in I H'atir." 

“PROSPHRITY REIGNS IN I LANDERS ’ 

From the Cartoon by Louis Raemaekers. 

lieforo many inontlis had a initss <»f out of NO from Hornu only 5:{ won* uricm- 

evidcnco on this point wr-s obtainocl from pl(»yccl ; out of 180 from 0\‘mplouvo oidy ilO 

Belgians who escaped. It demonstrated that were uiH'mployed ; out of 170 from l^^.eekeren 

the number of employed wlio w(*re dejtorted only oO w<*re unemployed. And sf> on. It, 

enonnously <*xceeded tlu* number of unem- Hf)pear.s that there was not e. sintj;l«^ umMiiployed 

ployed. E'or examph*, out of ‘104 d(*i)ortc‘es man arnon^ 400 deported from Arlon, somc^ of 

from Quaregnon only 77 were un<*mployed ; whom were mdually earri(‘d away from a 


signatures of Belgian deportees. 
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factory. Tlie Gonnans took gardoiiciv and 
diamond -workers from Antwerp, iron-\\<>rkers 
from Client, railway servants from Nivelles, 
m(*n from tlie arsenal at ^Vfalines, men from a 
£?uano factory at Burcht, and a l)ateh of civilians 
who arrived at Alten-CJrahow in November, 
J915, included miners, engineers and oIIUh* 
clerks. AtVirton all tlie skilled worknu'ii wc‘ro 
taken. Special care was ta.k<’n to pursuit men 
who had refused to work for tlii' C(‘rrnans in 
Belgium. 

As has bec'n said, the methods of raiding 
were arbitrary. The flernuin t)nk-ers who 
directed operations usually s(‘Ieeted their 
victims at random, inspecting wholt' liatches at 
a tinu' and simply ordering men for de[)orta.tion 
to the left and men for excanption to the right. 
At some places the Belgian burgomitslers and 
priests were able to interceile successfully for 
their people, but in most cases all th<‘ir <*lforts 
were defeated. At Virton a prii'st w'as wounded 
in the disturbances, and aft(‘rwards cond<‘miu'd 
to three months’ imprisonm(‘iit for interferene<‘ 
in the recruiting operations. 

Aft<'r some exp(‘rieuct» of the system of 
summoning men by geiu'ral notiet?, the (jJerman 
authoriti('s bc'gan, at any rate in large towns, 
to call up th(‘ir victims by individual letters. 
At lh*ussels, for instanci*, every man receive<l 
a card, stating his name, address, age and pro- 
fession, and ordering him to ap[)<*ar at the 
I'ailway station at 8 a.ni. The card also bore 
the f(»llow'ing notice : 

As you may lx* lo a ])Uico of work, and it may 

tlH_T<-furo be no longer |»ossibki lo keep in tom*li with 
your fninily, it is suggested that you provido yoiir.sc*lf 
with a .-pooii, a fork, winter garinents, linen and si mug 
hnnt<. 

At Malines tlie mon belonging to profi ssions 
bad their carils sjieeially slamjied with an 
exemiition mark ; the main object of the 
(lerinans was to discover skilled w'orkmen. 
TIuto were* ca.ses — at Giply, for exam[)le — in 
wbieb the German oHiccj’s, angered because* the 
recruiting operations proei‘i‘ded too slowly, 
simply liberated some of tlu^ men at ranilom 
and ileported the rest. At places where men 
who wen* to be deported escaped during or 
after the raids tlie local authorities and tlio 
population were held responsible, and fini’s and 
various jnmishmonts were inflicted. Thi^ resis- 
tance of the population was necessarily of a 
passivf^ kind ; in many towns lejiflets were 
secretly jirinted and distributed, urging the 
men not to answer the suimnons of the German 
authorities. It must be underst^iod that all 


exemptions were merely temporarw and that 
the raids might be n*peated at any time. Both 
at Ghent and Antwiup then* wen* at least two 
large raids. 

The Gi'rmans never showed any pity’, and 
nev’er c*xenipted men he(*aiis(* they’ hiwl large* 
families or widowed mothers to su[)j4oit. Tiieir 
own ruli*s as to tlie exemption of particular 
c*lass<‘s wen* made to be liroUen. 'Jlie thi*oreti- 
<*al exemption of students was st'ldom ohserv’cd ; 
farmers wi*re oftt‘n deported ; former members 
of till* Th‘lgian GanU* Giviipie were exempted in 
some places anil deported from others. There 
were mauv’ provi'il eases of tiie di'purta.t ion of 
hoy’s of 14 and 15 years of age. b'Ni'rywhere 
failure to report in aiisw<*r to the German 
summons was regarded as jiroof of “ unem- 
ployment,” and every effort was made to arrest 
ahsi*ntc(*s at- their homes. 

Tl is impossible to state with eerta-inty tho 
total number of deportations, hut it appears 
that in th(*ir main (*ampaign, which continned 
during the winter of 191(» 17, the Germans 
carried away some (>(), ()()(> men to work in their 
factories and workshops. 'J'ho number of 
Belgians de])orted to the G(*rman frontj/in 
France may he i*stiinati.*d at 75,000. Ineliuliiig 
the men wlio wi*re removed for work of a 
military ehanwjter on the Dutch frontier and 
heliind tin* German front in Belgium, the total 
number of ]>ersons atfe(*t-('d by the de[)ort at ions 
may, peril i»s, he [Uit at 150,000, 

Bet us now ser liow Germany carried nut 
what- General v on Bissiiig ealleil her ” eroiiomic 
and social duty^ ” of <‘mployiiig Bolgian laluuir 
in Germany, and iiow' she [)roei*rd(‘d, in another 
of his iinetnou."^ phnises, ” to put the great, 
iIltere^>ts of tlio wliolo above the freedom 
of the iiiflividual falsely^ understood.” 

Some of the deportees weri^ taken to the 
^’ser front, e. bi.rge nuitiher were tak(*ii to the 
occupied ti rritory in I’ ranee, a great, many of 
the latter working on a new strategic line 
running from BilN* to (li\'el. Those who were 
dej)orted to (iermany were either transferred 
at once, to factories — many were, employed 
at Gelsenkirchen — or they v\ere herded in 
camps, where th(*y <‘onstit iiti d reseryes of 
labour for the authorities or for private 
em[)loyiTs. These camps wen thi^ modern 
CJermtm eipiiyalent of slave-niark»*ts, and 
local employers were, informed of their opjior- 
t unities by ofticial advertisements in the 
ni*vvsi)aj)ers. ” Those may reckon them- 
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Holves happy who wcrc^ not tho victims of 
a cTiicl systoiii of starvMilion and torture. 
Those who refuse(i wt)rk wen^ often compelh'd 
to stand iiprij^lit ff>r several days, almost witlioiit 
food. 'I'liey had the elioiei* h(»t\V(‘en eomp|f»tf‘ 
ina<!tivity, th<^ pr(‘fa<H* to irri»parahh* (*nfeel)le- 
m(*nt, or cTushin^ toil for th<' heiu'tit of the 
en(*my. 'The (h^rmaii aiithorit i('s tried to 
deceive tlu*ir families ])y publishing imaginary 
letti'rs alleg<'d to he writt<‘n by deport<'es. 
'I'Ih' heavy and ri(tieulous styh' of th<*se lett«‘rs 
betrayed their (li'rmanie origin and inc^n^ased 
anxiety in Melgimn.”* Ihnu' is n.n examph* of 
thi'se c'pistles, publishtMi on l)eeemb(*r 18 , lOKJ. 
in the (h*rina.n organ, Lr Ih uxvUois : 

.Kn»m (jiistiivo (!., at Uol liaiist'ii, to hn wifo : “Our 

• From “ I )»' la I )ojM>rt at ion <l«\s Uolgos on Alla 
an l•\r(•II^Mlt rax iaw «>!' I ha xx liola sulijaat <*on- 
Irihutad to thi' /frrnr de Droit Intrrnatiomti 

Dufdic by M. \ an dan llauxal, UaUnan .Ministtn* to I ha 
Vatiaan. 


fonil is ^ood. In tho morning ami bread and 

hilt tar ; at mitlday frieassao and potatoes, carrots, and a 
little meat, ami 1 assure yon that not one of us can cal it 
all without loosening his belt ; in the evening; lentil 
soup and a little pork or a herring. I believe xve shall 
w'ei/i'h a himdi't'd kilos when xv’o return.” 

A mass of evidence* a»s to tht' treat m(*nt 
<»f tlu* Ik'lgian de[)ort(*es in (iermany was 
provitltnl in the course of time by tlie victims 
tlu'inselves. Individual report*^ are dilVicidt 
to cheek, and not too much r(‘lin.nee would b© 
plae(‘<l upon re|)orts few in nun\b<'r and un- 
supported. Hut tlie t'V'identu^ here is ov^er- 
whelming in its eumulativ^e eflect, and it is 
well to n‘(‘ord a mnnbt'r f)f rt'ports wliieli can 
be regarded as trustworthy. "J'he most im- 
portant camp was at Miinst(*r, in ^^^*st phalia, 
anil th(' nu'ii intt*rn(*d tlierc* formi'd ti labour 
reserve for the works at Kssrni and .Dortmund 
and for the* Westplialian coal mines. Ht're are 
some reports on tie* prevailing conditions : 
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Food bad. Just eiiouj^h to keep l>ody and soul to- 
gether. Many prisoners an» ill. Under the least 
pretext the guards knock them about. (Report of a 
man tleported from Liege, who escaped.) 

Bad food. Some dry broad to eat, and swodo soup 
(Deportee from Belgian Luxemburg.) 

Bad and insutlicient food. Many deaths of deportees 
from the Hainaut Provinco. (Protest of Mons Deputies 
to Baron von Hissing, January, 1917.) 

In.sunicient food. Deportees from Mous wei*o sent to 
“ punishment camp ’* because they refused to work. 
They had boon obligotl to work in the marshes without 
food in the bitter cold. They liad boon 'threatened 
several times, a quick-firing gun being brought to bear 
on thorn and firing blank cartridges in or<lor to terrorise 
thorn into submission. After 42 days of this reg'iuo 
many had died, and tho survivors had boon sent to 
Munstor. Eleven of these died in tho camp within 


work either in the fields from 0 a.m. 8 p.m. i r in 
tho marshes, their feet in the water, luuler the stick oi 
tho ‘ ' Feldwebels,” or in the salt an<l coal mines iimler 
Gorman supervision, and in the facli>ries. Those whrt 
refuse to work are (.lepriveil of food or forceil to remain 
a whole day at attention without mo\ iiig. (Report of 
an escaped prisoner of war, Febriuiry. 1917, on tho fate of 
the deportees.) 

Eleven thousancl Belgian dt»p»>rt«*c*i at Soltau who 
refuse to work. Wo reeci\ ed only at fi a.m. a d<H?<»ctit)n 
of acorns, at noon a pint of j-oup with some tiinups, 
carrots, or swedes, at 3 p.m. .1 lb. of black breach very 
often mouldy, in the evening half a pint «>f tlu' same soup 
as at noon. Even tho strongest docliuo inliealth. Some 
tlio evory <lay. 'Two went mud in the first week of their 
captivity. In tho evening lh«‘y creep into tho kit (‘hen 
ti» collect the parings of potatoes. tunii|>s and carrots, 
which tliey otit raw. 



GENERAL VIEW OF THE CAMP AT SOLTAU. 

1, Camp I, — 2 , Camp II. — 3, Kitchens. — 4, Catholic Church. — 5, 5, (inns. 


iMght days. (Report of dcporti'cs from Floreuvilk?, 
January, 1917.) 

Thoso who refuse fu sign ar(» obliged to drill throe 
times a day, and are deprived of their midday nu'al, 

J'hn followinj^ n'porls from anotlicr vctv 
large internment centre, Soltau: 

Then^ were nearly 2, .'100 civilians left in the eainf> 
housed ill niiK'buls ; 7,000 had boon .stmt to work in tin* 
dotaehments ( Koiuinandos), .some at Met/ and Sedan, 
others as far as Allenstein (East I’niS'.ia). The huts 
wen^ not heated, or hadly heated, the food fpiito in- 
sunieieiit. Thert^ were .180 sick jicople in February, 
1917, 100 of whom were left in the huts. Th**ir prie-l 
was not allowed to vi.sit them. From November, l9ll». 
to Febrnarv, 1917. 200 men hivl diefl, mostly from 
tuberculosis and piieuiiujiiia ; 5,000 to 0,000 had been 
sent b.iek to Belgium, most (^»f them in an exhaust(;d 
condition. 'I'lie rt'-gime is especially liard in tlm Kom- 
rnaruios. Those who come back to camp are half dead 
and worn out. The deporttx's were not allow(*d to 
receive parc(*ls froiri abroad. 

From 2 ,.j 00 to :i,tM)0 men too weak to be -(uit to th** 
Kornmandos an* staying in the eamp. The others 


Various methods are adopted in order to ooioptd tin* 
mon to work. Ono day 40 of thorn wtu-e laUfii away. 
A wo(‘k lator they returned. They had been taken to 
the Grand-Duchy of Baden, wlu;ro tlioy Inid Imsui given 
abundant foo(l for a couple of days. Tlmii tlniy won* 
iriferiiK'd that thoy would r(!e(*ivM the snim* amoiiiit 
(!V(_*ry d ly if they would cou-oiit. to work. (Ju their 
refusal they were sent back to Soltau iii a eat.tlo truck, 
remaiiiing .'M lujurs without foo«l. Another day a 
(iermaii .sergeant disguised a-i a Belgian soldier liarangiiod 
the deportees, felling them that 1 h(*y we,rti very fooli.sli 
to (Jfidure .such sufferings, that no one would h«* grateful 
to them, etc. (Reports of di‘porlee, <ent back to 
Belgium, j>4*e(uaber, 19lfi.) 

A (loportofJ titkfii tr> Hiideti Ktcl.si r .Moor 
iioitr Soltau, ropoftod ; 

They let! the iiieui 3»j Imiii's willioul fornl of dfiiilc 
I»f*e<lUs(» lbe\’ refused to w'ork. \V(* Were fidi without 
fire. Wluui w<» eoiufilaitied th<_‘ soldiers an avere i, “ No 
work, uo bread.” Tben tho men w'ere put on half 
rations and force*. J to w'alk with harnls uplifted. 1 have 
seen 50 of tbe.se iiiarlyr-. fall exIui.U'.ted within oio 
hour. 
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has alr(»a’ly hf*(*n .stated, cloportatirms 
of vvoinm won* ran*, altlioii^li (jJoriiians liad 
tak<*ii can* not t<i (*xoin[)t w'onu-n uiuler tho 
doportatiori (it*(*n*f* of OctohcT It, 191 (i. Horo 
is tlio roporl ( Dfoomhcr, 1919) r)f a woman 
who was (h‘porto(l t <> Ohorliriiok, noar Hoinsborg, 
anrl sont back to Itol^iiim : 

'I'Ih* fir'.t woiiifii il<*pnr(»‘9 \v('n* Alo-t on 

S. \vrr<* tiikcii iilfcrwarcls from 

< IlnMit, 'I'Ih'V umto sent to (Jrrmiiny witlj 

tho iniMi, wfjiriri^' lla* namo of tho eiiiployf*r to whom 
thry won*.s«*iit. 'I’Iiom* jih* 1 tin* d(*port(M*s at Aue-lion, ami 
took Mwuy ihfir human fatth* without arty fonvj<|oratioii 
cif tamily tit*s. 'Tin* Jtt wotiiou ot Alo^t \v<*n* t ho fiiKt 
womon at < )horhrm*U, hut tlioy fouml tlioro Ihh 
womoii from Alsaro- Lorramo. 

'I’horo woro throo huts at Ohorhruck, imo for tho moii 
ami two lor the womni. 'I'ljoro w't*ro not onou^li hods 
for all 1 ho womoii, ami t ho fcmil w as had anti sr-ari'o. 

I'lujst* who n tusisl to work, tho woinon as woll U'' th<* 
moil, woro doprivasl of food. 'I'hoso who “ hohavod 
woll ooiiM j^o out tor two hours ovory w'o«*k. On 
Sumhiys thoy woro lod to ohiiroh iindor o-.cort, hut thoy 
won* not aliow'od to coufo-s and to oomm unioati*. 

'Thoy woro «*mpk>y»*d in a'l arfilioini sdk fa<*tory. 'I’lu* 
woim'ii won* paid L* mark^ a day, hut 1 mark was tak *n 
ior llu'ii* tool, and fino-> wort* nuiuorou':. \Vh‘n tho 
prt'»on<*rs lio.ird that tho ■'ilk was for Zoppolins tla*y 
rolM''<'d to work and woro |>nni'lo*d. 

A part iculitrly illiimimM in^ report is tbait of a 
rompetent witness of t'vents bt‘tw(M‘n ■Shtrch 
and l)eeemb<‘r, 19l«i. e.t Hol/minden. ti. |}\.rf»e 
eivilia.!! eainp, where tln-re wen* 44 lints for 
men and 10 for women ; boys were t:.liowed 
to remain with their mothers until f he\ reaehetl 
the a.jj;e <d’ 12 or III, when they were taken away 
aiul put with the men. In June. 1919, then* 


were alrejifly in tho camp 734 mon, 59 w’oinrn 
and 13 children of Belgian nationality ; one of 
tho j^risoners was tlu* distinguished Belgian 
historian. Professor Hcmri Pirenne, whose erhne 
was his refusal to co-operate in Baron von 
Bissing’s “ Flemish movement.” In Dt‘Cember. 
1910, th(‘re w'<*re 709 or 800 w omt ii and about 40 
<*hildren, most f)f them Russians or Pok*s. Tho 
women’s cam]j was in charge of a (lerrnan 
prostitute and a Russiim. Tlie report explains 
ck'arly the tlerman syst(*in : 

Po<mI is had and in^iiflii‘ii*tit 200 j^nunrnas of potnto- 
hraud and swotlo soups, d’horo uro inauy si<*k prisoners ; 
dy.sentery and t uhereulosis are spreading. 'The prisoners 
are olOi^ed to w’ork from 0 to 12 and from 1 to it p.in. 
1 hi* woim‘n are not ohli;;c*il to w'ork. Aerordiii^ to 
m‘eds tile authorities take from the eainp d* < a *'iments 
w’ho are otilij^ed to W'ork in tlie salt-mines o* in the 
riihher faetories of Harhnr^; ami Kano\ er (.faentii), w’hi*n» 
motor-ears an* math* for the Army. 

'rile employers ean apply at tia* “ Arheitsmu-hweiv- 
hiiro ’* in th»* eamp. 'I'hey have to pav in marks (£2) tor 
evi*r\' worker eMiia; 4 ed. 'I’hese must sj^n an eii^^a;;(*meii t 
to work tor tin* duration i»f the war. 'I'hose wlio refuse 
to si;iu are iiieorporated in aii “ .\rheits-Kommaiido.’* 
'rill* “ Miiro ” is called the “ slaN'e-inarkel ” hy the 
prisoners. 

1 he “ .Xrlieifs-Kommamlos ” h»i\'e heen or;,oini/.ed in 
I he earn p ‘^iiK'i* \o\emher, MHO. I’lie men are housed in 
threi* M‘parale huts one Kiis-iaii, om* Kjeiieh and one 
lielj^ian and are eompellt*d to work in a iiei;ihhouriii;i 
ipuirry. 'rhi‘ir Ireatmeut is so liad tluit they <*amiot 
hold out inii^. 

'I'here are three eate;,n)ri<'s of pmiishment : Mittrf 
ttufsf : .*l to l.'i da\'s 111 a small cell Nard" square) ; 
Sfrrnt/drn sf ; f weeks in a eotripletely dark cell : and 
lor those who try to escape. 'Tin* eondi'iimed 
man is lieil to a post in a hut. His liamls are tied 
heltmd his ha^'k and his ho»lv sU'.p«*ndi*<l hy ropes 
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tif'il till' ji’kI hI><)\»' lln* tn*!. 'Tlw* lorfiin- 

lusts llircr t«> tour lujurs. It i> t nwjiiuut I y 
SiUii*'! iiiu'-, I'i^ht nu'u nro tortiinsl at tin* tiiiu*. 

'Dhu'c ;i!-c no I'hM". A niarlutioo^iiu i-' |»la.«r«l at tuu'li 
f(»riirr (it tin* caiiifi, 

SoFiic Ilf tlic ()ri-.(iiu‘r-> liasc Iummi at*l*‘ to |>ur« lia-o tla-ir 
lil)crt,\ for slim - \ a r\ mil: l>i‘t \\ ecu oJKltt ami Kl.ltUU mark^ 
( t'L'ott ami loOd). 

A niimhi'i’ <>t dt'porttu's \vcf(* snit !<» 

iMitl rcfimcd work wop* 

tiJiTisiorri’d tor ji |)(’riod of ]>tmishmont at 
Ohrdrut. Tin* 2.1 days n.l Olirdnif," wroto 
oin^ of (hoiii, “ n,rc 21 of martyrdom/’ 

More is ail a.c(*<umt ( I )('C(*mb«*r, of tin* 

Olitdnif r<Vimr : 

'I'hi* im*n wild refuse to work must reMuiiii in u field in 
tiu* snow, witliout moving, luiiids «iut of their |niekets. 
It oiit> of them faints uilh cold iiud evhiiustion the otliers 
may nut help him. If thi*y still resist they are dej^rived 
of bread ami )^u\en only half their already small ration of 
soup. d’la'M tlie fires are put out in the huts. Arul if 
they still persesere after three days of exjxjsure and 
privation they are left to perisli fivuri cold witliout 
mattresses and hlatdvefs. 

Lot US add to tin* horrililo p'cord of th(» camps 
two roj)f»rts about Moscliodc, oritciiudly a camp 
for Hcl^^ian soldiers, to wliicli iinuiy dcporti*es 
were sent in tin* autumn of Dili, "rite lirst 
report is by a nn.tive Acrschot : 

We were ahoiit 800 deportees from AiT-eliot Mini 
snrronmlin^ villa^'es. On th»* way to .Me-,ehede \\*‘ were 
joined hy many Walloons, and wlien we arrixed we found 
|;e >ple from Antwerp and 'rirlernont ; then eanu* people 
from -Malines and Arlon. We were finally uhont 000, 
Those wlio aceeptetl work were not too miserahle, lint 
the otliers were mereilessly beaten. Some of them 
vi hi 'Ida pi th« 

cell, blows ami jirivation of food. There was not em>nj 4 li 


food and it was \er\ I .: I. 'I’o maki* >»imr -oup the 
fieople dnj armin./ a heap ot rotten turnip-, Dunn: 
three months they ieeei\ed ahoni potaloe-i pei- liead. 
From \o\(*mher -.’I to I )eceruliei JT tij men died nf 
exhaustion. I'he dep4>rtee-> were -(‘III to wofh in a 
hriipielte taelorx . d’hex rehi-ed to v. erk ami ilurni^^ 
three da\s the\ wert* di'pnxed «»f h>(».h I'heM, leider 
m*\v threats, |he\ siinem lered. 

'rin* folinu inji; is (In* dcclc.rut inu nf n, dcpnrici* 
i‘i*om Mons : 

Three men trom .Mtei-. o'l woikin,:. were -eni to 
Al'^-ehede on \o\( Oiler 17 an I thence le M <hvvei|e|. 
I li'-y weie ohlijed ll;en* |i> life pn»oJ I'lnlv-. 

h'odd was \ '*ry had and in-ulh'-ienl . 

Dn om* day, m eainp, they huned hiiir of tla'ir e»»m- 
ra le--, all --troll;: men heture they were taki“ii av\a\. 
One man wa- (‘omlenim‘d li» II da\ cell for reln-al hi 
work. lie was i>l>li^a‘d In -tami all da\' Ioml; ami could 
only lie down at m^ht, lie receive I l^(M) ;:r. ot bread 
ami Siam* wat er i‘\ er\ d,i\'. tpla i-s who retii-e 1 lii work 
wei-e '-eiil to the puiii-luiMMit camp of Wc -t cii hcr^- . near 
Kraiikfurt . 

'The workers rcccixcd n lo niaik per hour, hut .'i m. r> 
w<Te taken e\ery day t*»r hoard and clothe-., a’ld they 
Jia 1 to pa\‘ 1 m. sn e\ er\ tortm^iil for llieir in-iiraneo 
and aKo fheir laimdtA. 

Such \\cr»* I In* cmidil ions in (In* <h‘nnu.n 
cnnip^. W'lial was (In* (reatment of (ho 
unfort im{i(«‘ l>c|uin,n.s wlio uep* coniprilt*<l to 
work in (In* <h*rman factories ? Sonn* wcr.* 
»*inploycfl in i jUMi-rics, som • in (*o}tl minc.s. 
Five hundred d(‘|)ortccs from IJnisscIs wcr • 
»*mploycd as i*oa! miners n(*ar Ostcrl'cld. 
“They wen* fr*aD*d lik • Work wc.s 

very banl and food insiiCrc'icn! . 'Phoa* w lio 
did not fro down into (lie pits b(*c;ni.sc tlicy wt‘r • 
ill \v(*rc beaten a»nl lock *d nji in cellars.” A 
Belgian wdio e.seaped fro!n ]L*r;ie, in Wl^st- 
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IIOLZMINDEN : CHILDREN COMING 
FROM THE WOMEN’S CAMF. 

phivliji, r(‘|)orlf(.l oji litV jit Bjiuiii's .MasrliiiieU” 
Kal)rik : 

\Vi* NvorU^'il II hour.v ii tiny (» .1,111, lo 7 p.iii. and 

rfci'ivocl I'rotM 1 lii*cc- lo lo(ir)M'iH‘t* ati lionr. Mill Wo had 
t*n>ay 1 HI. iH‘i' day hir uiir luianl im<l S in, per week lor 
I ho war tax, al-so for our chillies. 

Kood w'MS hn.d and insnnir’ioni , anil t h<' workor.s worn 
vc’r\' hadly Iroalod. A llol^ian pri'>oiH‘r. w'ho had 
hroUoii Iho cahio ot' a ina<’hin<' hy acoidiMit, liad not only 
to pay for iti hnl wii'i rolontlossly lioaton liy c’ivilians and 
soldiers. lie w'as si rue,’ k willi a hati’het inid badly 
wounded. 

A loreman haviinc boxed 1 he ears of an Jialian prisont'r 
beiaiisi^ he worUeil too shaviy, the man sprang at the 
throat of his gaoler, but some (xerman .soldiers ami 
ci\ilians cami' lo Iho rosene. They heat the prisoner 
with Iron bars. He was i-arri«'il aw^ay nm'onseious. 
I he blood pouring from his face. He never came back, 
and mil''! ha\'e died in Jiospjtal. 

A man from Hhenl, w'ho retnsc'd lo w'oik on aecouni 


of his w'cakness, was stripped of his clothes and l©f< 
standing in a inotwlow white witli fro.st. The Herman 
worm*!!, who worked on a railway lino in front of the 
factory, gathered round and applauded each time a 
(jcrrnan soldier struck him. ^ 

At Ma'Lnheini many Bolgians were compelled 
to work in munition factories. At Ruhrort 
many Belgian and French deportees worked in 
the coal-tields. At Bochum Belgian deportees 
were forced to make trollies in the Breitstein 
uiid Koppel factories. At Diisseldorf Belgians 
were forc^ed to work in the Rlieiniseho Metal- 
waren -F al irik — Government muni t ion fact ories. 
One of tliejn made the following ro[)ort : 

Everything which comes out of tho kitchc^n cnmp.s is 
fillhy. A man found one day a dead mouse in his 
platU*r, another day th«* tlressiug of a wounded <-ook. 
If you protc.stod you wi*rc knock»*d about. Jluring tho 
coldest days of winter a prisoner was obliged to run 
two hours with only Jiis shirt on, behind tho hut. lOach 
month the ( 'ommarKhml had to send somi' of the iriim 
lo ho oxaminod at JMiiiiNler, Acc'ortling to the result 
of thi.s oxatiiinal ion it was deeidiMl wlu’lhcr or not tho 
tciTinan tloelors must come dow'ji to cIk>os<* tho sick 
men to ho sent to Switzerland. Fearing this inspection, 
tho (Uunnumdant always sent to Miiiislor the strongest 
men, 

]J)oporlees in tho Munster camp w(‘n' forced 
to work in the Mannosmaiin works at GeLsen- 
kirchon, and deixjrtees in the 1 roly.iniiidc'ii camp 
were employed in (*<Miicnt works and in the 
l^liaiiix iron works. OthiT Belgian deportees, 
especially those who rc'fusc'd to wt>rk. were 
taken to Russian Pohtnd. The following ri‘pori 
describes conditions near A\’u.rsa\\ in iJu* winter 
of 191(>-17 : 

'I’ho moil had refused to sign an engiigiancnl lo work. 
In Holand tlx'y liail hi'on hou'^oil iu huts wiihiml fire or 
bodtling. The men were fainisliod, and in order to tenijit 
them thoir giiarils jais.sod from linn* to tinio through 
the huts I’lirrying buckets ol steaming soup. If they 
signed they shoiikl havi '^I'lu n, j -pci erod, 

tln'y wore I’Oinpt'lled to walk iu tli<* snow with only their 
soeks on. Nearly all eainc back with frozen feet. Forty 
of tluMii WTTi’ carrieil to hospital after tlu' flr.'-t <la\'. 
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[Copyright (tf I a ni( ntnl W'utti." 

“PERHAPS THIS ONE WILL KILL MY SON ON THE YSER/» 

From the Cartoon by Louis Racmaekers. 


Tln\v worn s<*nt hark in a r-Iosod waggon, and «luring 
fivo (lays got only orn^ inral. Kvrry day llii'ir gaok-r 
shov«?llrd a rortain qnanfifcy of broad intfi tliu w'agg«>n. 
When th(?y arrived th(‘y wrrr so tla'4<‘d that thry did 
not oven take tlu? money whirh wa^ offerrfi tlirin. 

FVoiii all parts of industrial (jJonjiaiiy — 
conditions in Saxony, for oxainph*, W(*rc ii(» 
bettor than in Prassia oanio similar reports of 
starvation, filthy aoooinmodation, brutality and 
deliberate torture. 


eoiiiiminit ies and aiitliorities which wen* able 
1c) jiiako th(‘ir voic(‘s In'ard. It is iinpossildt^ 
to reproduce liero tin* elor|uc‘nt app^'als of the 
Deputies nnd Senators of Ant\\c*rp, Mnissels, 
]\lons, Lnxeniliiir^r, of s(*ient ific bodies, univc*rsi- 
ties, and repr‘es»‘n1 at ives of the law. It will 
sufTice to f|uot(‘ the brief corr(*spondence which 
passc*d bet w (‘(*11 the Munieijial (%)un(*il f>f 
Tournai and the local (German command : 


As was to be expected, a flood of protests 
poured upon the (Jlermans from all Helirian 


J<KS<i|.t'TniN OF TUI'J (’ofJNCIL OF 'toCKVAI, 

i>ATi:i> OcToijKU 11 ) 10 . 

In 1 hr ifuittrr of (hr rr<|iii,‘^ition iiiudf* by the Orrrnan 
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on Ootobor 20, JO 10 (roquisitiori of a list of 
work I non to bo ilrawn up by I ho Municifiality ) . . . 

Tho Mtinii ipul (Niuncil n*^olvos to rnaintuiii its attitudu 
of refusal. 

It fiirlhor foels it its duty to pla<’o on record tho 
following : 

'I’lio City of 'rouniai is prepan'd to submit unrcM'rvodly 
to all the e\i^oneies authorisod hy the laws and customs 
uf war. Its sirieenty cannot be rpiestioned. For more 



CARDINAL MHRCIKR. 

tlian tw«i Ntnirs it has subniitteil to the tlorman Occupa- 
tion. diirini: which time it has lodged ami at elo>o 

quarters with the (ierman tnaips, y(*l it has di^playi'd 
perh'ct eomjiosure ami has rt‘fraim*d itself from an\’ act 
of hostility, provin;j: tlieivby tltat it is animated by no 
iillo spirit of bra\ ailo. 

Hut the City etnild not i>nn ;4 itself to provide arms 
for use a>j;ainst its own eliildnni, knowing well that 
natural law and the law of nations (which is the exprcs>it>ii 
of natural law) both forbid such action. 

In Ills declaration liateii Septemlwr 2, lOH, the 
(ierinan Oo\ ernor-thnieral of Hel^ium tlcclared : “I a^k 
none to nniounce his patriotic sentiinentN.'’ 

'rhe City i>f 'ri»urnai reposes confidt'nce in this declara- 


tion, which it is bound to eonsid<*r as the sentiment 
of the Oerrnan Fmperor, in w’hose name the (iovernor- 
Ocncral was speaking. In accepting the inspiration of 
lionour and patriotism, tho City is loyal to a fumlamental 
duty, tho loftiness of which must be apparent to any 
(Jcrinau otlicer. 

'I’lie City is confident tliat tho straightforwardness 
and <-learness of this attitude will prevent any inis- 
niidorsturiding arising hotwoon itself ami the (Jorman 
.Army. 

tiKIlMAX HeI'LY to THK KhsoMITIOX OF THE MUNIcrPAI. 

CoUNflL OF ’'I’ointNAI. 

Tourmii, October 2.3, 19 IG. 

In permit ting itself, through tlu* medium of .Mimiilpal 
Kcsoliilinns, (o ojipfisc th(' orders of the (icrman Military 
Authorities in tlie occupied territory, the City is guilty 
of an unexampled arrogjince ami of a complete mis- 
understanding of the sit nation er(*at»‘d hy the state of war. 

'The “ <‘lcar and simple sitnatit>n ” is in reality tho 
following : 

'I’hc Military Anthoritii's order tlie City to obey. 
Otherwise (he City must hear the liea\y conserpiences, 
as I have pointed out in my pn‘\ ions explanations. 

'I'he thmeral ( \)mTna.mling the Army has infliett d on 
tlu* (^ity oti account of its refusal. nj» t<i <latc. tt) furnisli 
tlic lists demanded a jainitive contribution of 2(M1,00(> 
marks, whicb must la* paid within tin* m‘\t six days, 
beginning with to-day. 'J’he (General also adds that 
until such lime as all the lists demanded are in bis 
bands, for every «hiy iu arroar, beginning with Deeemher 
31, 1910, a Slim of 29,<MM> marks will he jiaid hy the 
(’ity. 

(Sigm'd) llopFEii, M a.tor-Ojonku \ i„ 

J\ta|)p<.‘ii-Jv(>m mam hint . 

was a rojnarUalilo oxrliangc of k*ttt*rs 
ladwt'c^ii Cardinal ^IrrcitT and Raron von 
Hissing, (^irdinal ^Morcior, as on so inan\ 
otlu'i* occasions, tore the (liMiiian |)rf*tcnces to 
slireds, and his (‘iii'iny was no nadch in coii- 
trov(‘rsy for one of the hravost ehanwtius and 
most nenet rating iiitelloets of all thi‘se tt'rrilile 
tinu's. Jlere ^^as (’ardinal Alereier's last word 
(Xoviuulxu* 10, 1010): 

Sla\ery and the severest jn'niilty in the penul eolo 
atter the death penalty, the pemiltv’ of deportation ! 
Mild Helgiuin, which never did you mi iujury, deserved 
at your hands this treatment, vvdiieh cries tor \eM;^M*aMee 
to Heaven ? 

Moiisi«Mir lo Couverncur-Ceneral, at the I.H'gieebig 
<d luy letter I recalled your Kx<-ellem*y’s noble wools ; 
“ 1 lia\*«> come to Hf*lginm w'ith the mission of staum hing 
your eountry’s vvoumls.” If your Kxeelleney <’oul<l enter 
working hoini's as wo elcrgy can, and eonld hear the 
laiiieiitalions of wives ami motlu'rs, whom yonr orders 
have throvvni into inonruing and consternation, your 
Kxeelloney would better understand that tho wound of 
the Helgian people is a gaping one ! 

Two years ago, wo hoard them saying, it was death, 
pillage, incemliarism, but that was war ! To-day it is m> 
longer war, but cold calculation, deliberate annihilation, 
the empin* of miglit over right, the dcgratlatioii of 
human personality, a challenge to humanity. 

It is ill your Kxc«‘llciii‘y’s power to silence these cries 
of outraged eonsciciice. May iio«l, ou whom wo call 
with all the ardour of our heart on Udialf of our oppivssed 
jM'ople, iii'.pire in you tho pity of tho Oood Samaritan ! 

On November I.*}, IHld, the Delgian (Jo\ em- 
inent ftddr(‘s.^ed a Note of protest to tlie Powers, 
and on Oeeeinber 17 the Belgian Chambers 
appealed to the Parliaments of all allied and 
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neutral countries. Xeedless to say, the (lovern- 
ments of the Allies associated tlK'iiiselves with 
Belgium. But almost the only ho])e was in the 
horror aroused throughout the neutral world. 
During the month of Xovemher Spain, the 
V'atiean, Holland, Switzerland and thi' United 
States all entered their protests. 

Switzerland decidi'd not to go heyond 
“drawing attention to the uiifavourahle im- 
pression which the transportation of Ih'lgian 
workmen en 7nassR to Cermany has prodiuvd 
upon Swiss public opinion.” Spain and the 
United States, owing to their rt‘s})<)nsibility for 
Belgian Relief, were in a strongi'i* position. l!» 
America the deportations made a V(‘ry di‘<'p 
impression. Tlu' Amerit*au protest (‘oiitained 
the following passage' : 

With groat j)aiM aiul li\olv n'grot tlio ' Jovornnu'iit of 
the Uiiitod StatiM ha'< tif tlu* ])oli(’y atloptiMi 

hy tho (iorinari (iovorimn'iit in n>gjinl t<» tho doportatioii 
from of part of tho (-i\il popiilatii>o aiul tlu‘ir 

compulsion to work in (iormany. 'J’ho (h>\ oriinioni of 
tho Unitod States is foreod to prott'st, in a triotnlly 
hut solomii inannor, against this inoaNuro. whirli i,s 


not, little or nothing cami' of it during the 
j)ericHl before diplomatic n'hitions bidwtM'u the 
United States and (lermany wtuv broken off 
(February .‘1, HUT). But tlu' American and 
Spanisli Ministtus at Brusstds established an 
oOhM' for registtu'ing and forwarding appends to 
fh'rimmy, and tlu*ir td’forts ap])('ji.r to have 
caused till' iM'pat riat ion of til x nit o.OOtt deportees.* 

'Jdie Dutch prott‘st uedurally laid specie.! 
stress u[)oii the gunrantt'es gi^'cu hy (lermany 
early in tlu' war to Bclgiims who had escaju’d to 
lloilaiul but wen' induced to return. 'rhe 
(h'rinan reply (piibhled and pn‘varii‘at etl about 
those soh'nni ]>ledges, l)\it (Jennany Invil to 
(‘oiiseut to investigation of the eases of those 
who wi'iH' ilouhly \ ielims of (terinaii <*rime and 
(hnunan breach of faith. The Dutch Minister 
at Brusst‘ls for\vard(‘d alxnit .*»0,()0n app<‘als to 
I >erlin.t 

The Ropi' ealh'd lirst for an invest ign.l ion of 
the facts, and on Novtunher 10 infoinuMl 
(lermany that llu^ X'atiean associated itself 
witli the representations of Spain. But (lermany 


cotit rxry to all |>rc(’cd(Mil> tiiid tilso to the huiiianitariiii; 


l^iuilarbdtcrpotf f at f e 



POSTCARD FOR THE USE OF DEPORTED BELGIANS. 
It shows that the workmen were treated like prisoners of war. 


principles of iiitcrnfitionul jiractice whieh have long been 
adopted and followed hy i'U'iliseil nations for the Ireiit- 
meat of non-oomhatants in oectipied territories. 

Germany declared that the American (lovern- 
meni had been ill-inbirmed, and formally 
defended the deportations, but <»ffered (Decem- 
ber 11) that representatives of the American 
Embassy in Berlin should inve.stigate th(* eon- 
ditions under which the Belgians were working 
in Gennany. Whether this olTer was serious or 


made no sign of submission. On December 4 
the I’ope Ixdd a (’onsistory, and made an 
unmistakable referenei- to t he ( IcTinan crimes : 

In this gn'at cordlict of ]H*oplr‘s wi* him* f hn unworthy 
tn*utrin*nt of tlx* holy things and tin* ininislcrs of (lod, 
f'vm th*i'..<* of liigh rank, in ...juti' of tin* safn*<l rhanu-txr 
whi<'li th«>y j)o-si*''.s in virlnx of I>i\in<* law M.nd tlx* law 
<»f nations ; pcjir'xfiil f-itizens an* torn in largo nnmhors 
from tlioir Ixirncs and fiirriod faraway aini^l tlx* mourning 
«)f tlx*ir niotl.or^. v\iv»*,s and (•hiMrc*ii . . 

• Van <h*n IJoiivol, op. rit. p. ‘Id. 
t V'an rion Houvol, op. rit. ji. .*J7. 



BELGIAN REFUGEES RETURNING FROM HOLLAND TO ANTWERP UNDER THE GERMAN GUARANTEES OF IMMUNITY 

WHICH PROVED WORTHLESS, 
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We deplore tliis of evils and we n*prove 

nfrt'sh all the wrongs committed in this wur, in whatever 
theatre and by whatever author. 

Perhap.s it will novc'r ho known wliotlior the 
Germans, when they began the dt*portat ions on 
an organized system, expected to he able to 
defy civilized opinion altogether. Their calcula- 
tion may rather liavo lieen tliat no ])rt>tests or 
interferences could k<‘t*p pace with the crime, 
that in any case tliey woukl secure a valualile 
supply of labour for a oonsiderabk' period, (hat 
in no circimistances need all the men de[)orted 
bo repatriated, and that it would not Im' ditlicult 
to invent new excuses and new delays. At any 
rate, it is only such complex considerations 
that explain their actions. On January 20, 1917, 
tho \'^atican informed Cardinal Mcrcier that the 
German Government had promise ‘d to stop 
deportation and to take certain measures for 
tlie gradual r(?pat riat ion of tho deported 
Belgians. CJiaracteristically, tho German 
Government attempted to “ acquire merit *’ 
elscwhero than at Ktnne. During February, in 
sj^ito of the fact that- (lemiany luul already 
pl<'dg(‘d her word to tho Fo[m', tho Gt'rrnan 
a<lministrat ion in Belgium calk'd for a formal 
appeal to tho Kaiser from Belgian notables, 
including ('ardiiial M(‘rcier. Tlie obj<‘ct was to 
enable tlie Kaiser to make a display of bene- 
volenc.o, and after further delays the bJlowing 
notice (MartJi 15) was issued from Berlin : 

'tho (J<irmiiti KTninTOr Inis ont e'J <.nini>ulst)ry deporta- 
tifMis from ilrlgiuin to bo dLscunliiiuod for tho prcsoiit. 
Ill addition tho Kmporor c)rdoro<l tho (hivmiior- 

(hMi<Ta.l ot Hrlgiiim, as tho result, of a t horough iuvi-stiga- 
litin, to roputriato inunodialoly nil Bolgiaiis wnmgly soiit 
to (lrrtn»iny ai'^ im<MTiploy«'d. 'riiisaa’tion was lakrii uttor 
a petition had boon n*ooivod by tho I-huporor from a 
tiiiiiihm' of ]>roiniiUMit llolgiaiis roprost-iiling alt piirtica. 

Some elTort was alst > ■ made • to prett'iid that 
Gonna!! ck'iuency had Iki'ii inspired by tho 
nqin ‘sent at ions of Flemish “aedivists,” who 
sent a deputation to Berlin on Mareh J. This 
was a legend invented by the Germans in order 
to increase* the influenee' of tlu? small band of 
Fk'inish activists ” in Belgium ; aceording 
to German ri ports publisht'd before th<' legend 
had been conecived, the depntatiein to Bc'rlin 
had nothing whatevx'r to do with the* (h'porta- 
tions (piestion. 

Still later the (ierman Socialist majority, who 
were aliout to he employed as Governmc'iit 
emissaries to Stockholm, clannc'd all tla* nu^rit 
for themselves. Xo German workman had 
lifted a fing<*r on behalf of the i^elgian slaveys. 
But Hc'rr Siidekum on April 11 calmly published 
in the Vorwdrts an open letter to thf' Swedish 


Socialist leatier, Brauting, in whieh lie 
maintained tliat it was tht^ German Socialists 
wJio had influenced tho Kaiser ! And ho tuldod : 

“ After our protest no more Belgians were 
brought to Gt'nnany and most of those alrt'ady 
tliero were sent back." 

On April 12 fJi<' Dutch (Jo\'t*rnmcnt aii- 

* 

nonneed that Germany liad bowed to Dtitch 
protests also. As a matter of fact the German 
Government, while professing to satisfy the 
Pope the Belgian notabk's, tho Flemish 
•* activists.” the Gorman Socialists, and the 
Dutch Guv ernim'iit , was siimill aiu'misly assur- 
ing (k'rman nnplDyiTs tliat the repat rialioi> 
of B(*lgia!is woukl he by n<> nu'ans universal. 

Till' following iiolieo was publi*^hed in the 
G<Tman IVess t‘arly in May : 

ICrroiiotMis iit as bii' lutrly Jiboiil Iln‘ 

of tho ri'piit ri.ition r>l tlfpiuMoJ Ih'lgitins. In onlor to- 
ri‘iiio\o 1 ho xinoasiju'jis iincorUiiiif whioli haf» 

boon cMiusOil in the oircles in(«,‘ros(oJ, it mu'-l bo pointml 
out that ill accoi’i I jimoi* wUh tho »‘\pn>ssion 

of hi^ will only tho«.o Uolgiaii'^ h;i\o niiv |)ro-.p«*et of 
ropal nation who won* wnmi;ly ileporliMl to (lorinariy 
iXj luioinployod. ( ’oM*<o(|in'utly only thoM* porr^oriH 
can rotuni in ivhoso oM'* if lias hi'on k*iI i‘<f.u*n»nly provoil 
tliat tho tonus of tho Onlor of llio (.lovornm icnoraV 
of Belgium c>f M.i.y ir>, JHIh. concorniiig jotiivnl to woik, 
<lid not apply to fhom. 'J’hcro is no intoMtioii In ro- 
patriato nil tho Jh*l^iaiis in (Jorinan^ ; on tho oniiiiMry, 
th<iso persons w’hu worn l•l; 4 htl^^' import «.*il ns iiiioiii[)Jo^ od, 
anil who an* ('ipaLlo ol doing work, will .still ri*maiii 
in ClcriiKiny. 

'Fhe at'liial n* pat rin.( ions in ri'jtlil y only repre- 
sented some by iu» means large percentage at 
tlie dejiort at ions. ]\Ier('e\‘er, e\'idenrp was 
soon fortlicoining although Die first, phavo 

of the di'portat ions was (inisJad, the (h'ljiians 
were following tlr-ir ]iolic\' nf sljiveiy a.long 
nc*w' liiK's. Gil Juu(‘ 1 J 77 p' 7bb/p.s explairied 
Die revised pnliey of the ( {e]‘maiis fellows : 

TTndfi* pros.'vHio, Ihox' g»i\'o lanoii-. prnpu ■ to (ho 
w'orM in gonural. and to tinj Top'* in pari n nln r. 1 ha* ihcy 
woiihl *^toji thieli>])nrtat ioii-i. Jhit ail that t)ti \ liav<*doiio 
is to abandon tho jirntoxt of “ nnniii[)ln\ nn nt as a. 
ground foi- <h“|>ortat lOii, and thny ha\n now talinn hiwU 
on what i- jiract ically tho application to itclgnnn, in an 
aggravated form, of flm HyBlom ol “auxiliary scrvic<* **' 
w'hicli wa.-< iiiHlitnfcd in Germany by the Auxiliary 
S«‘r\ieo haw of l!i'ei*inhnr, 11)1 (i. 'rhoy aie al ..o tailing 
hack upon a pro\ i'-ion in 1 he* original ih'port at ir>’i darnx* 
ot October 11, IJllti, that “every inhabitanl “ rd Kelgiiini' 
is bound to as-^i-.f the authorities in ea-^e of emergoney. 
'rhn-!, while the “ nnenipIoyim*n1 “ preteneo which 
lii'.titied tin- Belgian .''lai'o raids hetw^ei-n 0<*fober, lOIG, 
arnl I'Vhniaiy, 1J)J7, lias had to he abandoned, newr 
foundations for new' slaM* ranis liave been invenle«i. 

Sinee .laniiary, at any rate, boys, oM men, and womiMi 
ha\e been eoinpelletl to w'ork lor the th*rmaii Army 
ill tho naiin* of “auxiliary servieo “ m the Army scono 
of Flainh-rs, and a not ice signed by the liisjieetor-Gencrnl, 
hv name von Se.hikfiis, fleiioiiiieed tin- iiihahi t aritH of a 
eommiiiie in West Flarnlers for not having firosontcil 
themselves before .Jaimary 3, although “failed up for 
auxiliary service. ’’ '1 here is sitiiilar information from 

the Belgian -Jiut eh frontier. Jn the Army xoiie, of Mona- 
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BELGIAN CIVILIAN PRISONERS AT GUTERSLOH GAMP. 



rjorw'ral \<m Hrinw posts'll m iioH**** on ^Imrli I t 
(ho loriiis of (ho tlo|)or(at ion doon'^* of Oofohor 3 and 
proolannim^ t ho wholo aroa <d (ho Army (o 1 m* in (ho 

H(a(o of oim*r; 4 onoy whioh, a^ alroady oxj»Ialno«|, om« 
powors (Ito (ionnan an(hori(io^ to « jdl n|)on “ ovorv 
inhahitan(.” Jn aooonlanot* with (hi'< |ir(M’]amat ion, tho 
(own of Mons was rocpiirod to proN nh*. on A[a'il K*. 
(iOO lal)oiiivrs (ho lirst call homij on stmlonts, >inall 
shopki-M'pors and innkoopor-. vsaitors and o|<*rk.'.. AImmiI 
iho Haiiio liim* <‘allm^-u[i mdioos for I»oI!j mon and wianon 
woro issm*d in tlio Army zono of Jfol;^Man Luxomhnr.;. 
Tho followinv; typioal mdioo w»is isNiiotl at .laiiioimio on 
Alay I to (ho mon marUod for d(>por(ation : 

“ ^'tni aro ordi‘r(*d (o to-moiio\\ mornin;' at 
to ( ho Kommandant tir, \\ it h f»>oil ftir ( hroi* da\ olot him;, 
and hoots, in onlor to Im* ch'p«n'(od. If n«»u < 1 o m»t oonio 
yon will ho hoavil\' pnni'«h<*tl.” 

It is also oi'i't ain I hat tho now tlojairt at ion polioy affoot'. 
not «)idy tho AriiiN’ 'ono. hot also tho parts of J{olu;inin 
whi(*h aro nruh*r tho (lornnin ( oiV(*rnor-( hnioral. J)nrim; 
th«* lirst fortni>;lit in May a train i’ontainin;^' \onm; 
inon loft I'it (orhook. a suinirb ot Brnssids. .\t I a d^ro and 
Mons Ik'l^ians holongim; to tho Kod t’ross ha\o boon 
calico I np for iho sor\ioo iif tho (iorman wonndod in tin* 
(iold. It shonkl bo addod that '* auxiliary s<*r\i<-o” is 
by no moans always in Ikd^unm. Tho d« portation*. 
to tho (tornian front in Franoo o«»ntinno. and dnrin>; tho 
tiooond fortni.^ht of May IlOtt mon wu'i’o oarrioil otY for 
military roaddniildiiiL; in tiu* m*i^hbourlniod of M*)Mt* 
inddy and for tin* oonst motion of raiilwaNN in tin* v^ion 
of Mot/.. 

Tho writtLMi »u*<*oimts of tIu* < h'rin:i.ii tortiin*- 
cainps and slavt'-faoti»fit*s \vt*rt^ ]>ad I’noiij^h. 
What was tlit‘ .stati* <*f tlio unhappy vitdiins 
whti wero “ ivpatriatt'd." Ht*]>at rial ion meant 
for tht> (u'rinans the ^eltinir rid of the siek and 
useless. AN'hilt' tlu' men retaint'd in Belgium 
were, as far as possihle, divided up in small 
batches and scattered about the country, in 


or.ler to make th<* piibhe h(*lieve that till or 
iilmost nil, liad })een sent Jiome, the sick and 
(‘xhausted tilled the hospitals of Hc'lgium. 
“A gieat nntulx'r,” said a trustworthy eon- 
fi<h‘ntial rt'port in April, 11)17, “come back 
with t uberi‘ulosis r>r in a greve condition. 
Sonu* of them have died a few' days after tlu*ir 
return. In e\'er\’ cM.se (he verdi(‘t of tlu* 
doctors on their stttte was fh'plorahh*, and this 
\erdict was bast'd, not on a.ny dctinitc illnt'ss 
or any loriiu*!* weakness, but on the gonerMl 
di(*a.\ of their constitution which a few wi*<‘ks 
in the conct'ut rat ion camps had ]>roduccd in 
l!u*m, atul which wa-; jirohahly irremediahh*." 

Hce.lt hy d(*portees w ho wt*rc st'iit home wen* 
usually only givi*n a fortnight's holiday, on 
condition that they signed a contract to return 
to work in ( k'rma.nv for four or five months. 
Olliers k*ariied on arrival in Belgium that th(‘y 
could milv stay for two or thrc'c weeks. Tht* 
following Is tilt* report of a trustworthy B 'lgie^n 
w ho c.-capi'd in .lune, 11)17 : 

Til** \b-iim'^ w'hit are bron;;lit back an* unn'Cogni/abIc. 
A n)bn-^t man who wci't away in good hoiilth had on 
lii' rcMirn lo>.t ftS ll^. in weight, d’ho deportee.', on 
tl'i'ir return journey to Helgiuni pU'.s through Lic'go, 
where the woist eaxes fif illn.'*'.'. are detrained. Ainong.'jf 
tla*'** an a\t*mgt» of tw«> deaths a day has been registered. 
Many ha\e their fi*ct and b'.gs badly frost -hittt'ii, as tli»*y 
had la^en expo'^od. naked, to the ctild, and gangrene 
had set in. Among the dying taken off the train, .some 
wen* uneoii'.eions. l>ut in their delirious ngony they ..till 
n*j>e:Uetl, with, a iiioveiniuit of pusliing r-omething *iway ; 
*■ I will not dgn. I will not sign.’* 
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Miu'li other evideiiee of ti siiniliir kind inij^ht 
he quoted. J^irtieiilarly terrible was tln' 
spread of tubereidosis ainonji the deportt'e^. 


On April 18, 1917, (General von Bissinj; died, 
and lie was suecec^ded as (Jovernor-tleneral 
Helgiiiin by (General von Kalkenhausen. Hissing 
had been in oftiet* ever since Xovt'niber, 1914. 
and it is of considt*rabl(' jni[)ortanc*e for tin* 
proper understanding of tlie Oennan oeeupation 
to detoriiiino the motives of his policy. Tlu'n' 
is no doid)t that Hissing had not entin ly c..p- 
proved of all tlit* measures whicii lu* carritul out ; 
it is practically certain tliat lie did imt himself 
approve of the deportations. The' reason was 
not that he suffered from any moral scruples, 
but that, knowing full wt‘ll that lu' enjoyed the 
coint)lcte approval of the Kaiser, whatever tlu‘ 
Cfcrman Imperial (.MiamH^lIor and tla* (haiera.! 
Staff might say or think. Hissing eonsiden'd his 
( Jov'(‘rnor-(ieniM\iIshi[) as a period in wliich to 
reduce a.nd mould Belgium witli a vi<'w to tlie 
piuMuauent (terman domination of th(‘ whole 
Cf)untrv^ 4^he imposition of slav(‘rv w«’.' not 


calculated to st'rvi 


•nd'i. 'riiree months 


before his decoth Hissing wrote to the Han* 
(Jerman di'puty, Herr SlreseiuMin ; 

I'luTi* lies iji my hou'.t' mi'inoniMtliim rcmipostvl by 
me for invM'lf alone, wlueli tlt'als iiuni' precisely im«l 
exhrtuslively with the fmure i>f Hel^iiim. ami jtrrives at 
the ih'iinite result that, if we <lo not uet IV'l^iuni iii(f> 
onr sphei'e t>f power, are! if w c* tio not ; 4 ‘»\ernit in (Jiwnnui 
fashion ami nse it in toMMiian fa^liion. the war is lost. 
Do not let peMpl«‘ «|ecci\i' ihemscKc' who thiliU sil|H'r- 
lieially about the Itel/ian iinc'^lion. uni wh4> are willin;; 
io put up with miariiutees of a pjiper Uitnl, a!ul wln> 
«M»n-i«h‘r .snthcieiit a front it'i* which is »‘all4Ml “the MeoM' 
line but can nevt'r b** a frontier su«'h as we utsMi. . . . 

(Jreat «litheulties have often be<>n iinnle for my polij’y, 
amt the polii'v i>f the (is( a.ion(* ha*' lu'en S4*t up as Iho 
4inly nVht ]a)li«-y. I, ht»w«‘\«*r. havt* «|uictly stm^^ht to 
establish eonnexnm*^, atnl althoujjh these (••mntouous havo 
oft4Mi been brt>Ui'n. ami what remain-' of them nuiy only 
exivt in seeri't. thi'V will bear triiit as soon as t ierriiatiy 
is able to spca,k tbe power-wonl •»! louqnesi. . . . 'I’Iuh 
is ln>w my P'lemisb p<ili<‘y ha.s bi’cn j.ciinl«*cl and r'lirrietl 
out, lu me s. 1 * 111 ' w'liy I bav** i'omiueteil my CMnireh 
policy with wise moderation. I*erhaps it would havo 
Im-cu »‘asH‘r f«*r me it I ha-l adopteil a /\ a//a/ Av/;a/i/ policy, 
hut W4* shall net'd tin* t’hiin’h wIk'm soim* <lav we want 
to ties elop ( Jernni'i w av" a ‘id t lernnm aci i\ its in liel|L*ium, 

K<»rt imiitt'ly Hissing's l*a,n-( bd'iiuin triends 
did not nt‘gl<‘(d t<> i>uhlish fnr t h<'ir ow n piirpusc^s 
the “ mcmoiMntlum " wliich Hissing had written 
in 191.') tind thus 4‘ntioi*si‘d in 1917. 'Tht* docu- 
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inont is so import dnt und illuminating that it is 
well to rrecird here nil the principal passages. 
Bissing began with ret'erenees to the political 
situation in (ilf*rmany. the spe<‘chcs of Herr v^on 
Betlimann Hollv\(*g, and the fear that (Icrmany 
might ultimately be influenced by the belief 



CIKNKUAL VON FAhKKNH AUSEN. 
Oovernor-Oencral of Kcl^ium, 1917. 

that hhigland would lu'ver malce peace if the 
Germans did not n ston* Belgium. Tie pro- 
cecMled : — 

I will uni oiitor iiitti tin* (li>i>iit('tl whothfi* 

!>!<' vlmflu sh« r!» 

stn'n^tli tiuif. not witlistjni(tiiiK th«« «>f tin* 

Knvilish worM lumpin', unil not wit list uinling tho rver 
iimltiplying signs tliat. Knglainl’s vital uorvo has Ih'ou 
stnirk ill tho Wost and in tho Kivst, slio can still stake 
ovi'ryfhtiig in order to t«*ar Helginin from ns, in ordi'r to 
force ns to restore Ik'lgiuiu to Anglo- Freneh inthieneo, 
and in onler als»» to aehie\«* the reejivery hy Helginin of 
her original frontiers, whieh in future will not he on the 
t^lianni'l hut he pushed forward to the bja'^tern Ironlier 
of Ik'lginnu I intt'iul only to expaiul the \ iews whic'h I 
In xpi mI, id I spi fthof/// r//o 

or rather the >acred duty, that we should retain Helginm 
for our inllnenee and sphert* ot power, and in the interests 
of (Jerinany's -security that we should not give Helginin 
-up. My contiilent liope needs, iiult'eil, -still to In* realised 
— that lh<* tinal military dt'ci'.ioii shall c'oustitnte viotory 
for us. Hilt we must already he (piite elear ahont the* 
faet that a rt'stoivd Ikdglum, wheth«*r d»*elaivd a neutral 
eonntry »>•* U‘>l, will not only he forceil over naturally 
into tlu* <*ainp of oiir t'in*nne'*, hut will In* draw'll over hy 
th»*m. Kveii if one liked to eling to illusions ahont 
id able to 

guarantees hy tn*aties i*ver s^) good. Ih*lgitiiu will ii 
every respeet he eonsl meted and employed as eoin*en 
(ration ait'a and outpost position for our enemies. 

I shall novv^iulieate the strategie importance of Belgiuii 
ft>r a fiitui*e war. In order to he able to eondiiet tin 


present war offensively at all, tho (Herman Supremo 
(command wtxs forced to march through Holginin, and 
in this process the right wing of tho (.Herman army hoid 
to push itself laboriously along the edge of the Dutch 
proWnoe of Limburg. Strategically, the objective of tho 
present war, as n^gards the VWstern theatre, should 
consist in our obtaining room, in order that in any new 
war whatev'cr we should he able to operate with our 
army against Fraiic-e aiul Knglaiid. ff tho result of tho 
present war were the continued existence of an indepen- 
dent Belgian 8tato, th<^ operations w'oiild have to Imj 
coiiduciod difterently, and under greater dilliculties, than 
at the beginning of tho present war ; for tho aim of 
France and England will he, in coujimction with an 
allied or strongly influoncod Belgium, to antieipate tho 
(Herman Army. It will, therefoi*©, rightly he asked 
whether in such cireumstaiices it can bo possible to 
guaraiitei* tho fri'odoin of operations of the (Herman right 
w'iiig, and whether tho advaneo of theso groups of armies 
to c‘ondiU‘t a now war oifensively is possible. 

But tho present war has also shown that tho possession 
of the CHerinan industrial areas is a vital question for our 
ability to hold out and for an eiiergetii! conduct of the 
war ; they eannot possibly he protoetod unless wo hoM 
and itefend an area in advaneo of the Bliino. In this 
rcsp<‘ct the presi*nt (JliTman frontier is riot enough. A 
Belginin fortilioil by tho military strength of England 
an<l France [s n dofinito nioiiaco to our industrial dist riels, 
whoso fa(‘tories are so important for tlio provision of our 
army. Tf England eontinues to dominate Belgium in 
times of peace, she will not shrink from tho attempt to 
Holland — ^jnst as she has now don<* in (Uroeco —to 
abandon ht‘r noulrality, or to make horself sorvieeahlo 
for ( lio’military operations of Englaml. 11 i«, tlu*rofore, 
ivquisite to secure for all limi*, hy far advanced defensive 
linos, the auxiJiai’y resonrees indispi*nsahIo for our 
conduct of wai’, ami so to guarantee tho freedom of 
operation of onr right wing, and to widen in desirable 
fashion tho area of onr conce‘nl ration and mlvance. 

J^eforo leaving the niilitary strategic sphere, T must 
also n‘fer to the fai-t that tlu* Ik^lgiaii industrial districts 
aro of great value, not only in peace, hut. also in war. 
A noiitral Belgium, or a itelginm imulo subject to Anglo- 
Froiieh infliioneo, w'ith lu'r iniinilion tactorios, her metal 
industry. ami her i*oal. strengthens the lighting force and 
powi*r of ro.sistauco of the eonntry in the same way tus 
our industrial districts do for u.s. tt i.s, therefore, 
absolutely necessary to prov'onfc Bt'lgian imliistry from 
serv'ing tho arinament policy of onr «*neinies, Tho 
mlv ant ages wdiich w'o liavo hcc'u able during tlio prestmt 
war to obtain from Belgia?\ industry, by tho removal of 
inaeliiuory nml so on, aro as important as the disadvan- 
tages which our oneinio.s have siiFfi'rod through lack of 
this mkiition to their fighting strength. 

When one considers the importance of Belgium as tho 
theatre of our armies* advance, ami a.s territory which 
favours our further oporatiou.s, both offensively and 
defensively, there can bo no further doubt that a frontier 
which is ipiito falsely ilescrihevl ivs tin* liue of the Meuse, 
anti is to ho protected by tho fortressios of Liogt* and 
Namur, is inadeqiiatt*. No, i>ur frontier — in tho inten'st 
also «»f our .sea pow'er —must bo pnslieil forward tt> tho 
sea. 

'I'lio immt'diato iinportaneo of the Belgian industrial 
distr iduct of 

tho snhj<*ot. 'I'ho war of vv'eapons will in future ho 
aeeoinpanieil hy a harder oeonoinie war than is tho ease 
to-ilay. Without coal what would have heeomo of our 
policy of imlustrial exchange, not only with Hollantl, but 
also with far distant northern countries ? Tho annual 
Belgian provliietion of 23,(100,000 tons of coal has given 
iis a inonoptily on (ho (kmtinent, which ha.s helped to 
maintain onr vitality. In adtlitioii to these factors, 
whieh an* of import aiiee in a new war, the protec- 
tion of our eeonomio interests in Belgium even in 
time of I'^'ace, is t»£ inestimable import unee. A Bel- 
gium whose indefX'ndenee is n'ston*d will never bo 
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neutral, but will submit to the protection of Fraiire 
and Kngland. If we do not hold lielgiuin, Hdiniiiistcr 
Belgium in future for our inter<\sts, and protect 
Belgium by force of arms, our trade ami industry will 
lose the position that they have won in H(>lgium, and 
j)erlmps will never recover them. The threat to («ermim 
interests at Antwerp is obvious, ami the result will be 
inevitable the moment CJermany gives up Belgium. 
There can be no doubt that this country will entt*r into 
close economic union with lOnglaml and Franc<» as mhui 
as it fools itself indep»*ndent once more. 'I’he Belgian 
Uovernment and the politicians who have tle»l to Lomhut 
are working fpiito openly for this object. We .shall of 
•course mner ilesiro to kill Belgian imlustry, but by tho 


impiisitioii of special Ia\\>. we inu.st bring it undi*r the 
same coiulition.s of production as tJerman indxistry. We 
can incorporatt' Belgian imlustry in our own imlustrial 
organisations, and >»>, in our own inten'st, make it a 
lever for the fixing ot prices m the world-market. If we 
li>st Antwerp we shouUl lost* not only the port and our 
itiiliieiice oNor railway rates, ete., hut above all wc should 
lose thi* p«.>wt‘rful iulhxeiice whi<*h Antwerp possesses as 
a trade amt moin*v centre, esptM’ially in South .\im*ricii. 
All th«*se forces \V(.)uld naturally turn against us as stxo’.i 
as tln*y wen* ri'leased. 

History has iiireiuly shown how little trust <*ouKl he 
placed in a iieutial Belgium before the* war and at the 
iM*giuiiirig of th<» war. a!i<l if, as out* must. t»ne appreciativs 



ENTRAINMENT OF DEPORTEES. 
From the Cartoon by Louis Raemaekers. 
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population, now .still hostile to us, shall adapt it.self anti 
suhorriinato itself, if only gradually, to the Gorman 
tiofiiinution. It i.s also necessary that, by a i^eace which 
will secure the linking up of lielgiuni with Germany, wo 
shall be able to give the necessary protection to tho 
Grrrnans who liave sottle<l in tlie country. This protec- 
tion will be of cpiite special importance to us for the future 
battle of the worltl-rnarkets. In the same way, it is 
only by complete domination of Belgium that we can 
utilise for German interests the capital create*! by 
Belgian savings and tho Belgian companies which already 
<‘xist in large numbers in the countries of our enemies. 
\V«i must keep iindc*r our *-ontrol tho considerable Belgian 
accumulations *)f capital in Tiirk**^, the Balkans, and 
< 'hina. 

Among the German inteiests in Belgium is also the 
Flemish movement, which lias aln*afly made good pro- 
gress ; it woiikl be stnir*k an incurable bhiw if w<» <lo not 
exteiul our policy of power «>vcr Belgium. We have among 
th<^ FI<*mings many very i^iany still iimie<dared 

frieiuis, who are ready to join the groat cirele of German 
w<*rld-intercsts. 'J’hat will also b<» very im{)ortant for 
the future p*)licy of Kollaml. But as s*>on as we nunove 
our protecting hand tin* Flemish iiiovement will he 
hrandetl liy the VV'aliooiis and Freiichlings as pro-German, 
and will he eoinpletely sufipresstsl. We must do everv- 
thiog without *lt*lay to repn*ss houiulle-is hopes on the 
part of tho Fleming-!. Some of them <lrcam t)f an 
in<lep<‘ndeut St at** ot Fla'ider-., witli a King to govern it, 
ami of <**)inpl<*t*‘ separation. It is t ru * that we must 
j»rotc<*t tins Klemish moveiu<*ut, but ncvi*r must W(* 
l<*n<l a liaml to mak** tbt* KI<‘mings completely imlc- 
pcmh*nt. 'I'be FJeming'. with their autagonistie 
nttitiuh* t*i th»* W’alloem*-, will as a (Jcrmauie trib<» con- 
.stitute a st n'ligt ln*uiiig of ( i<‘rm»i.’n''m. 

Beigiiim must Im* s(*i/,*‘d and h;*ld. as it now is, and as it 
the vnliu* of such histori** truths, w<‘ <*tm n<‘\er allow must he in future. It is mily l)y t hi* most simple possible 

ourseUes to he induce I to let Beljmm, at th * conclusioii solution of the Belgian prohIi*m that we shall satisfy tin 

of pca.-c, rcMM* as a neutral emmtry. dust as was the important eomlitimi of mir future position iu the* world, 

ea.*-*' before the war, a neutral Belgium, or ati tmleperiden t If we alia'idon part of Bc‘lgiiim. or if we ma.k(‘ a part of it, 

Belgium based upon treaties of a «iiltereii( Umd, will *'t»<*h as the tirritory of Flanders, into an independent 

sm-euiiih to the disastrous iiiflueriei* of haiglaml and Flemish State, we shall not only he erealiug eonsider- 

Fraiiee, and to the elf at of Amenea. to exploit Belgian able ditlic'iillies for ourselves, hut we shall he depriving 

resourei's. Against all (hisoiiro ily \\e.i|'o:i is the polic*y < ursel\i*s of the tsmsiderahli* ad\’autages and aids wliieli 

«»f power, and this policy must m*. to it that (he Belgian <nn h«* alTorded us only by Bi lginm as a whole undi>r 
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WALLOON 

(Joriumi ra< ion. If only om u‘r<iiint of tho 

iuH‘('ssjir\' tor (mr Ilool. ii'ul ifi order Ji<»! !o eiif ofT 

Antwerp fi*oni lh<‘ |{('l^ijvn trado aven, if is iiee 4 ‘ssary to 
have the adja'*«'nl hiiitt>rla»i<l. 

ddius, nt the eoneliision of p'*a«*'', \ve 'hall find oppor- 
tniiity^ after a e<‘ntnrv, to repair tin* ini-taUi'-i of the 
Vienna < 'on^Ie'^«^. In 1.S71, l>y llie annexation of Al.-a-e- 
l..orraine, \vhi<‘}i l‘rnssia evani at tlie lime ot the \ nnimi. 
(■oniLO’esv; wanted to elann for hers<‘lf, we repaired the firNt 
of tho-^e ini^'lnlve-i. It i, onr l>ti->ine>,s now' to put a-'-ide 
relnetanee anil idea.s of reenneiluit ion and not to tall into 
new nii'^taUe-;. (tnei'-muin '■aid : 

“ W'e mu'l demand the ee-iMon of all tei’nlories and 
fi irt n's-ie ■; w'ho'^e fixers Mow into tlie Rliine, the Mo<el|e, 
the JNlense, the Seheldf, and llu' Ly>. d’lie line t’ala.'"- 
Bale is the only frontier a^ain'^t Franee whieli ^niarantee' 
IIS security a^.i’n-l a disturhed, waihUe, and capaMe 

J)t‘Opl»*.” 

Hluelier complained after the <*oneln-ion ot pmn-e in 

1815 : 

“ ddiis peaee is a m''ieraMe patidiw'orh, thaiilvs tn 
which l*rnx-ia and (Germany stand hetraxed heforc* t he 
xvdiole xeorld.” 

The poid Frnst Merit/, .\rndf demanded the natural 
frontiers from DunkirU to IJale, Anion,.; <»ermaM claim'' 
he counted Flatider-, Falai', lhn_: tlheul, |{rahant, 
Brussels. Loiixam, Antw'erp. and the MeuM- district 
d’ho les.soiis of a cnitury and the ex cuts of the jneauil 
war have proved how ri^^dit wa^ tin- ju<Lmenit ot 
na i and Bhedier. 

Now wv haxe a nnirpn* opjinrt unity at the coming' 
eonehision of peiue to make ^ood <»;ir lo^'^es, •mi we 
must do it heean''e, in lon'efjuence of our own i;re.it 
development. Bd-ium Ini" hi*eom" still more inifiortant 
for us than r*ver. If xve do not show rut hle'^n(*'.s and 
tirrriness, in ord *r to xvrire,.; the nece>;.ary respect for 11- 
from FTi;;Iand. if we i;ive xxniy, if vve withdraxv to the 
M use line or make any amercement about Antxverp, we 
.sh.ill be exposed to the world as w'eaklin^'^, •limiiii'}i 
our gn*at successes in the Balkans, and injure our 
prostiKc in Turkey ami throughout Islam, in spite of our 

a Imirable successes in arms. 

it i.s only by remaining in Belgium that we shall force 
flic English to recoK lix > our c(ju.dity xvit h them. Kiiglan I 


Mn.K.(;iRLS. 

mu.'t not remain master ot tli* B 'Lnan com ->1 . She must 
be |»revented from conirollin.: a.n area wliich cjm lie U'cd 
as the starline p«)int of a nexv and ox'crwhclmine .\nj:lo' 
Fremdi olTensixe. Here lies the miarantee tor the only 
propi*r fidil loiislup xvith Mni^Iaud, anti ^o lor a iM-'tin;.', 
pea**«‘. 'The same thine applii's to l•'rance, xvlio-.e policy 
of cxp.in-ion. pur- lied ‘dnee the tunes ot Loin I \ x\ o 
have now definitely deteate 1 . As -.0011 a.> we l:o eui ol 
Bidginm. I am conxinci*d that not only xxill Fii.:li di an I 
French mflncucc he prep'>ndera,’it . hut tlc' militai\ 
niiion ot 1011411'!! and french troop, will take jila, ■ 
'That meaus m a. 101111114 war that more than 1 . 
soldiers, ui!l .slariil rea. !> on our pre-eit IronMei or on 
the Meil'C line for deleliee of tor a'lil 'k . 

Wi* mu't keeji B-d^iuin. a-. I•'^a•|ce toimeily tried to 
keep It a^.iiii't, IOii,jla,Md. d’lie im[»oilaMce ot Bebiiru 
tor tlermanx a- re_ui.rd' Mtrhffrt/tnl Im, Ih-mi ptoxel 
for SUO ye U'. A . loiimi M' C.'i ininx \\ a. pow'er tui -'l-> 
had F»el4iiim mauily under Ikt mllia in e. Kor a 1 roii ''t 
(J ermany BeUdnm i' a.;ain a xital .|MeUion, hecau'e 
Beliiinm a' a fn‘' mnliy con'titnle . to;'eiber with 
Holland, th lOn^lish mxa'ion on tli*' (’oniment. 

We mu 1 not III a m‘W xvar a j.iiii liaxe to leckoii with the 
lOn^Ii'fi holding lb. if fioop 11 r.‘a. Inm- l.w OUmi I a id 
Antwerj), to support tli" Be|;_Mau .\imx. 

I will only allude briellx to tlie ^raxe crisc' m .lome tie. 
politics xvbi. li surrender of Bel-mm must pro Inc • in 
Hermanx. I be ma|oni \ ol tb- p opl.- w aild not under- 
stand oiir ab.iudonm'Til ot Irnils that bad Ion / bm-ii m 
onr band -»be ivsull •»! our t lem m dons, bloodx victory, 
rhe war will deprix'e us ot a* lea'' I, bOH. (>.»'» ncai in tlie 
prime of life, and rob oiir in In .f rv' ot a 4ie.i! pul. ot our 
bc't workmen, d'be p -oplc lia,' a ri^'nt t.i se • 1I-. bop s 
r.'alise I, a id -o there would bn d'-cp ihsscn-ion it I li -y 
wen* ilisappointe i. .M.ircovcr, onr .lifilomatic tailure^ 

ill tiv Iw't tw'enty years have ulrca/ly lia l a very ba I 
elTect amon 4 tb * p ople, and the fear finds ever lon.|'*r 
expression that diplomacy will spoil what tin* -.word lias 
won. d'his time, utter siich cuormoii' ,-aiiticcs, xv' 
cannot take th • risk of such i-barg -s aoam b *1114 spread 
atiroad. \V«? must adiicve the warsiim wbidi .seem to 
every filam man to be absolutely necessary In Belgium 
w'f* really have to rio not in tcJv with th.* 'inallest claims 
that can be jiistitie.l militarily, b*it with ipi'stions that 
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THE GENTLE GERMAN. 

As he was depicted by himself in Belgium. 


liii' vii/il for tho future of tho Goriiuiii pt^opl#* and I ho 
((orntati lOinpiro. 

Aiiyhody who, as I do, advocalo.s with coinploto c*<>n. 
vicJioii and oiiorgy flio roloiitiori of Rolgitua is also 
oltligt'd t<i ho rpiito cloar about thu rlilliciiItioM and 
ohjootioiirt whirh may luwo lo ho ov(*roomo in ordor 
Ihoroughly <o justify this onorgotio ilornaiid. I shall 
not discuss l ho viows of tho-io who droaiii t hat I ho ( h'rman 
GovommcMit is bound by (htj dt'claration mado at tin* 
b4‘ginning 4>f the war that Gorinany will condvict llu' war 
not hu' comiuosls, htit <iiily for I ho jirotoctioii t»f th«4 
Kat liorland. 'I'ht^ coiupiost of Itolgiuin has simply boon 
forced u[>on us, and considorati»)n of ful uro [>ossibilitii*s 
has It'd t4> tho logii'al cimclusiou that wc absolutidy mu>'l 
dcMiuind tho protection 4)f (Sorinaiiy by tho oxtonsimi 
of tho t lot man troiitiors in tho West. 'Ldu* objoedon that 
wo imist. ktM*p (lormtiiiy an umidultoralt^d National Stal*'. 
and thut it would cotiNtituto a woalo'nin^ of tlu' nationiil 
utiity of (lonujmy if wt' wi'ro to taUo into tlormany so 
and ‘-o numy million 4 of inliabitants of a fMiintry with a 
dilforont liinguiigt' such objootions st'oiu to nui in<*ro 
phruM's. (li'rinany i-aii roniani (lormati and retain its 
th'nnan fot'lin.', if wo draw into our sphiu’o of power a 
count ry which has boon pon«'l rated through aiul through 
by (o'rnianie tribi's — for ev«Mi tlu' W'ulloons ha\o been 
niaile Kn'uoh only by tilin' —and it, with clear an<l sun* 
appi'i'ciat ion of the facts, we set' to it that tJerman 
intellect ainl (lerman energy become domiciled wht*n* 
Fivnoh iiilhienee has hitherto provided for the galiieiza- 
timi of tht* country. Germany’s tasks are, of course, 
givat and diOicult. if H ‘Igiinn submits »ind is incor- 
porated. Ihit tJevmany is strong t'lit'ugh. aiul it is to bo 
Ik *d thi spt thi sin nil hi 

plenty of elVteient men to ih> in Melgiiini. in a (rcrman 
M'lise, what unfort mint ely was not done in Alsace and 
LorrauK'. Sun'ly we shall have learnt from the mistakes 
that were mad»*, ami we shall m'ver a.:ain have recourse 
to the oscillating policy t>f conciliation which was so 
disadvantageous not only in A Isaee- Lorraine, but also 


in IVilanti. Of course*, ni> people wliidi has l>(*en 
appointed to play a creative* part in the histeiry of the 
weirlei will linei pige*ons elropping alri'ady reiaste'd into its 
mouth. .V pe'ople* whie*h, eluring the war, has achievtMl 
such brilliant things in tho trenches, in thes Army (k>m- 
mand, anel m all branches of e*e.Kaiomie life*, will Viavo 
fe>re*e*s enough at its tlisposal to solve the* ditheult, but 
assui*«*elly not iiisiiperahli*, pr’ohle'ms of peace*. 

t ’hurcli epie'stioiis in Belgium havei ofte'ii l)e*en eh'seriboel 
as e'Ntri'iiU'ly serious. | aeimit that pre*ciNe»Iy t he> (»e-r- 
iiianie province’s of Be'lginm, which e>in*e ili*feiided theur 
l*i’e>lcstant i-itn '.<> heroically, art* te>-tlay bir more eon- 
vinceel adherents of the* (Uit holier (’hnrch tliaii are the 
e'asily-move*el Wullotais ; any (h*ntuin statesman who is 
iipfn»inte*d to eontrol the Geriuiiii administ rat ie^n in 
Belgium mu>l realise that Catholieisin is, and will remain , 
a '.trong ami living force iu Belgium, ami that among 
the mo't important I’eepiireMiients for snetressfnl (se’rman 
work is an int«*llige*ut rt'gard lor the Gatimlie t’hurcli a*id 
its disciples. 

d’ho pniblein of oiir influt*nce iij^oii the -.chooK ca.:i be 
soIve*d in agreement with the clergy, it obligatory 
religious tea'^'hiiig is intnidviced in the same way as the* 
general obligation to atte'ud school ; (hen* are it iiiimht»r 
of points of contact and agivoineiit between the* fiitum 
<Jt*rmau ndmiiiist ration ami the t’atholie <*lergy, whii’h 
must Icarii more* i\ud imire to imtl‘'rst etml that the 
t’atimlie* Church e*njoys. and <‘e\u enjoy, under tho 
power of tjernuiiiy. protee*tiem epiite* elitfert'iit from that 
which it will have if B'lgium, iinde’r French innnene'e, 
turns towards a cijinpletely Badiceil philosophy. One 
knows that B ‘Igian Socialism is st rongly influenced by 
Fi i*h III Vamle cldo hf ofto 1 pi churned 

tho n*ve>lutiou as the '•ompletion of the re'ligion of 
freoelom and t*(piality. It is known that Social Deme> 
e*rac*y has become a strong factor for the galliciziition of 
Belgium. 'Phe e lergy, however, will have to associate 
themselves with tim social reforms which must bo taken in 
hand immediately after the conclusion of peace, and in 
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this the elcr^y will hav»* to go hand in hand with the 
tieriuan adniinistratiou. 

The (piestiori of the form in which tho linking of 

l^inm with Clorinaiiy must be a.cc.oinpli.''heil eauM's 
much' racking of brains in dipk»iiiati<' circles, and in tho 
studic.s of the constitutional lawyi'is. and the «tue.‘«lion 
“With whom shall we concludti peace iiL order ti> inak«‘ 
tho right of conquest into a constitutional right ? has 
often b<M*n asked, and is certainly not easy to ans\v»*r. 
Hitherto, it is true, the Koyal (^overmneiit. of Helgiiuii 
and the King himself have not adhered tt» the nndcr- 
takings of the Quadruple VaittMile not to enter int«> 
piuice negotiations iuid not to (ronelnde pears* e\et‘pt 
jointly. Ihit this reserve, which may >t»c)n b* nban 
doned, dot's iu>t open nj) a.ny jirospeet that we -ball 
over be abk* to concbulo with the King ot the lk*Igian> 
amt bis tfoverunient a peaet* by which l>el.jiinin will 
remain in the (lennan sjdiere of ptovi'r, a.nd it iinpo-.^il>le 
that tho Quadruj)lo Kntente, over tlu' hea ls of its Allie-., 
shall <*vcr accept <iur peace di'inaiuls with regard tt» 
B«‘lgiiim. It only remains for us, therefore, to a\«nd 
tluring the peace iu*gotiatioiis all discu.ssion ahoni tlu* 
form of the annf*\ation, and to apply iiothina but the 
right of ct)ii<ju<‘st. It is true tliat tlyiuistic cniisidera- 
tions have an importance wdiich is not 1«» bo undi*r- 
eslimated. For. in vitnv of onr just and rnthics.s pm- 
coiliirc, the King of tin* Belgians will bi' deposed, and will 
ri'inaiii abroatl as an a.ggricvt*tl enemy. Wo must put up 
with that, ami it is to be regank'd almost as a happy 
circumstance that, necessity compels us to Icavt' tlyinistie 
etmsideratioiis entirely out ot a.ecuunt. A King will 
iii»ver voluntarily hand over his country to the <‘oi\- 
tpit'ror, and lielgiiim’s K ing can nevc'r eoiisciit to abandon 
his sovereignty or to allow' it to b<? restrietetl. If he did 
so his prestige woukl he s»» undormim»d that he wouki 
have to l«' r<*gardeil not as a support, but- as an obstack% 
to t-fermaii interests. On the most various oeeasions 
the Fngli'^h have dcscrihod tie* right of e(»iiqin‘st a', the 


healtln<*vt and simplest kind of right, and wi* (’an rea l in 
^laehiavelli that ho wh(» (k'sires to take j>o’s*^es-vinii cU a 
country will be eompi'lied to remo\e the King or |{e.,cnt. 
even by killing him. 

'riu'-t* are grave d«M ixi,)n^, bttl they nin-»t h- taken, 
for we an* conct’rned waih thi* well’iire anil the tut tin* 
of < Jei'inany, and eonctnned at'-o with ri‘|iaration l<*r tin' 
war ot ile->t ruit nni t ha+ has heon dii»'.‘U‘ I against n^i. 

For years to eoini' we inii'^t nnnni.nn the exi-ting 
state of klietat orshij). It !s tin* onl\ b»rin ot adinini'-t ra- 
titai, based a.s it is upon military i e'>ouri(''5, wbn h^an Ix' 
elioseii, in order to gain tmu' for the gra hial ami 
mctliodieal hnikling up ot tin* most appropriate pti*. ibU* 
.tdininist rat ion. 

Oil b( de I t‘i l.a| 

ill a p»'aee eoneluded in I'tlti \vha1 eaa onlv Im* npi' for 
ik'cision uft»*r (k'eades ha\(’ pa-t. If we bin I onr-elves 
t ot* st>on , it will b«' lit then It to lake inea*'iire to eoi in t erat‘t- 
tb<»M* binding ileeisitnis. Wi* must pre>,er\ t* patience 
and method in our ]»roci'dMrc. 'riienee will pro-oi'd, 
ill addition to tho factors ot 1 rainpiilli/.at ion ami ever- 
increasing order in the maelniierv ot almini^i ral it>n, 
1 ht* iingni-^tie. ceelesni'-t le. eeonomie. pidieial and 
militarv regulations, whu’h. indeed, will make meessary 
the amendment of a number of Belgian law'^. 

'riie eompletioii of tie* annexation will be regarded by 
many Flemings, and by a great part ot the VN'alloon-, as 
a r<‘lease Irom imecrtaintN' nml from \a.in bope.s. Both 
races will he ahlc to return to the life 1 hal will be reiiden*il 
}>os'-ible by renewed e}iport unity for trad** and pleasure. 
J>iiriiig .siieli a }»t*riod of transition the l'’Jemiiigs will 
allow themselves to be led back from l’'renrli lyi'anny to 
their free, altlioiigb not easily eonfrolIiMl, bow (ii’rman 
way <►! living. The Walloons can. ami riiiisl, deride 
during Ibis period whet her ibey will adapt tliemselvi's 
to the definili’Iy altered slate oi affairs, m- whether they 
|*refer to leave Belgium. Me who remains in the 
eoiintry must ik'clare his allegnmei* to ( k i many, and affer 
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a certain tini" lnll^t (UM-lun* lii-i all •j^iaMce to (jerinanism. 
In connrf‘1 ion witli tins it fiinrnit lx* to!em*»*il tliat 
wealtiiy Hi*!; 4 ian.s -lia’I l«‘ii\e tlio <'oinitry, ami n»*vf‘r- 
thel(*ss jlruw profit from t;n>ir po^sf-sions in Ji*‘l> 4 iuin. 
KKprofiriatiori is a‘> w)!n:*>!y in onlor to [>r**v'c*nt 

Hm*!i a sfii'o of tilings ji' ia Alsiifa- r4'_»rniiiio to tim 

jirment. <lay. I hoji'* that vv** sfiall fx* strong, not only 
with tin* sword, Init also with stat‘*>,iiiunlikr ilinininatiou 
find preparation and all tin' tlnn^s iie(es.-,ary to fruitful 
administration. Half measures and a middle course 
must fte cfuidemned most of all. LaeU of detf*rmination 
in the deeinive days of (Jerman fate will he a grave wrong 
to the hlood lliat Inis henn shed. 

Ariufiig Hiu’h lialf ni'nisiires [ include the intention of 
treating Helginm merely as a paw'ii, w'hich might h ' us(‘d 
t<» recover or exten I our colonial possessions. As 
rs'ganls the <‘\tension of our i-olonia! possossion.s, th«' 
B dgian (/ongo <*omes <>speoialIy into rpiestion. d’he 
jxissession of lh'* IVdgian (’ongo is <*ertainly to he aimoil 
at, and I desire to insist that a (h*rman Colonial Hinpiro, 
whatev<*r its .shap«', is indispensalih* for (Jennany’.s 
world jioliey aufl expansion of powder. Hut, on the other 
haml, I am of the opinion that »mly such frontiers as will 
contrihiite to the a(M(ui.'iition of greiiter freedom on the sea 
are ealeulated to make’ colonial (lossessions valnah|.‘‘. 
Oorisecjueutly, the supporters of the colutiial movefiient 


must also demand the Belgian coast, together with the 
Belgian hinterland. If we give u|> the Belgian coast our 
Fleet will lack important bases for its share in the protec- 
tion of our Colonial Kinpirc. 

1 am <-on.-.eious that the deinaml that wc shall retain 
all Belgium, and link it up in one form or another with 
the 'ierman sphere of p<»w'er, is a great aim, which can 
Ix^ achieved oidy hy determined and self-sacrificing 
courage and }»y the utmost energy and skill in negotiation. 
Let us apply a saying of Bismarck that “ in policy, if in 
uJiy .s|)here, faith moves mountains, and courage and 
victory are not cause and effect but identical.” 

Sufli wore the roal views of the man who for 
two atid a half years gov^ernod a country which 
tjJormany had invadt‘d in dofianct^ of all right 
and of all her solonm yjroiiu.sos, and such were 
th(‘ ambitions which the chief Clerman repre- 
sentative in Belghim not only cherished but 
t'xpressed, in spite of the German i)ledge at the 
outbfi'ak of war that Germany would repair 
tho “wrong'’ wliieh she had eommitted. 
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by (J(‘neral Moskhopoulos 
as Chief of tSreek Geni'i-al 
Staff, 29 

Duff, Sir Beauehamp. cen.su red 
for share in Mesopotamia 
failure, 415, 416 
Dujaila Redoubt, British attack 
on, 400, 401 

Durazzo : Allied withdraw'al 

from, 335 ; Italians open 
Cl ) ni 111 11 11 i eat ions wi th 

Valona, 332 


Fast Africa, railway com rnunica- 
lions in, 94, 96 

Fast African Kx])e<litioiiary 
Force : J)i visional and 

Brigade (.Jomrnanders, 94 ; 
riairganization of, by Gtuie- 
ral Smuts, 94 

Rdwards, Jirig.-General \V. I'l 
S., fnspeetor-tteneral of 
(k)tnmijnieations in East 
Africa, 94 

Flha.saii, Bulgarians oeeiipy. 21 
k'.nglanil during War-time, 417- 
452 

Eiislin, Brig. -(general B., in 
cr)mmand of Seeontl S.A. 
Mnunfe<l Brigade, 94, 111 
F[»irus, Northern : Greek occu- 
pation of, 21 ; Italian 
advance in, 35 

Fssad Pasha, Albanian leader, 
visits Allied cavpitals, 22 
Fs Sinn position, British attack, 
400, 401- 

Fwart, Brig.-tfcneral R. H., 
(diief of Aclministrati VO 

Staff untler Omoral Smuts, 
94 

F 

Falahiyah position, British take 
(April 5, 1916), 405 
Falkcnliayn, General von. in 
command of Nintli German 
Army in Rn mania. 117. 122. 
Falkeii hausen. (Jeiicral von, sui;- 
(‘ceds Baron von Hissing as 
(Jovcrnor-Gcncral of Bel- 
gium, 477 

Falkensti'in, Count, in eomman l 
of Nyasa force in (U*rman 
Fast .Africa, 83 

Favereaii, Vdee- Admiral C. F., 
(k)iiimander - in - (^hief of 
French forces in the Chan- 
nel, 69 

I‘7lipeshti, Allies evacuate. 128 
Fisher, Lord, work in engineer- 
ing dt*partnieiit of the Navy, 

193 

Fisher, Mr. .Andrew, appointed 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
292 ; on neetl of meeting of 
Imperial (kmf**renee (1915), 
282, 283 

Fishermen. British, work in the 
Adviatie, 337 • 

Fiorina, Bulgarians occupy. 
Allies retake. 32 
Foeshani : Austro-Hungarians 

attack. 136, enter, 137 : 
strategic value of, 133 


Food : allotment schemes, 444 ; 
appeals for national eco- 
nomy, 436, 437 ; appeals 
for voluntary rationing, 
439, 441 ; King's proclama- 
tion issued, 441, 442 ; Lord 
Di‘ von port appointed (Con- 
troller, 439; Lord Rhondda 
afipnfnted Controller, 442 ; 

proliteering,” 442 ; sub- 
marine menace to supplies, 
435 

Foster, Sir (ileorge, at Paris 
Economic Confirrence, 293 
Fournet, Vice-Admiral Dnrtige 
du, siieceeds Vi {;e- Admiral 
Bone de Dapeyrere as (l>rn- 
inandcr-in-(jhief of French 
Navy, 47 ; demands sur- 
render of Greek Fleet. 64 
Frariei', Ministry of Marine, 
(dianges, 41 

Franconni^ British transport, 
sunk, 65 

Fren.'h Marines in Battle of 
Vser. 71-76 

Frimeli Naval Brigade. Colours 
presf'ntcd to, 74 

French Navy, tlie Work of th(\ 
41-76 ; hclo in Belgian 
oy»crations, 69 76, in (-Iran- 
nel and North Sea. 69, in 
Dardanelles. 47-61, in Mi'di- 
tiMraiieaii. 61, 62. in Salo- 
nika Expedition. 63 65 
t're.snt'K French submarine, sunk, 
47 

0 

naUia, French transport, sunk, 
65 

Gaiighofer, Herr, on German 
(‘xploitation of Belgium, 
458 

Gardeh gen Camp: condition.% 
in, 232-235 ; typhus out- 
break in, 234, 235 
Gauebet. Vice-Admiral, succeeds 
Vice-Admiral Dartige du 
Fournet, 63 

Gaulois, French battleship, 
damaged at the J)ardanelles, 

55 

Geary, Captain, prisoner of v/ar, 
ease of, 253 

George V., King, food economy 
prooluinatioii (|uoted, 441, 
442 ; on the drink question, 
433 

(Jerard, Mr., endeavour to im- 
prove conditions at Witten- 
berg, 232 ; visits to ^ni.soner 
eamps, 236 ; on German 
prison eamjxs, 237, 238 ; on 
prisoner of war labour. 244 
German Fast Africa, (kunpaign 
(ID, 77-116; Belgian 
operations in. 114, 116 ; 

German use of nativ'e forces, 
cruelty to natives, 80, 81 ; 
naval he!)> in. 105, 107 
(ierok. General von, on the 
Moldavian border, 117, 123, 
136 

Gincinto Puilhio, Italian sub 
marine, loss of, 321 
(4iessen prisoners camp, 241 
'Giiificppf GarihdltU , Italian 
eruiser, sunk by Austrian 
submarine C4, 316. 317 

Gotbrn, German cruiser, in the 
Mediterranean, 42 
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<joltz, Marshal vori clt*i\ siipiT- 
visioii of Turkish dofcncos 
in Mesopotamia, 387 
Gominjecoiirt, British occupy, 
363 

iJorrin^c, Maj.>(icncral Sir(J. F.. 
takes over command of 
H(‘lief K?{]>edition in Meso- 
potamia, 403 

(Jouj^h, th-ni'ral Sir ifuherl, 
mentioned in dispa tehes, 
380 

Orandcoiiit, British enter, 35 S 
(Jivaf Britain ; Agriculture, 
labour problems, 446 ; 
amusements during War- 
time, 425 , 426 , tax intro- 
duced, 427 ; (’en<or.dep. 
421 ; coal, dearness of. 44 * 1 . 
445 ; drink, restrietions, 
430 , 434 ; food, see 

“ Food " Income 'I’ax, 
ris 4 - in. 435 ; labour unrest, 
449 . 451 ; m<»toiiiig re- 

strictions, 428 , 429 ; pms- 
p»‘rily of working classes, 
419 ; racing, curtailment 
ol, 427 , 428 ; War tlovio n- 
meiit of the Feu])les, 269 
304 • 

Grec'ce : Austro- Ihilgarian in- 
vasion of, 27 29 ; b!o(‘kad 4 * 
fd jKirts proclaimed. 65 ; 
Ministry of M. Kalog(‘i(:- 
poulos, 30 , of l*rot<-sso»' 
Lambros, 30 , of M. SUou- 
loinlis, 8 , 21 , 23 , n signat ion, 
25 ; of M. Vcni'/clos, n'sig- 
nation, 3 , of M. Zaiinis, 
vS, 25 ; obj(‘ctions to traiis- 

p 4 >rl «»f S<‘rl»iau Army, 23 ; 
partial blocUade by Allies, 
8 : Fro visional ( {ovmniinmt 
foritu'd. War on Bulgar.a 
declared, 30 ; revolution, 

28 , 29 

(iretsM*, King of : dismissal of 
.M. V^•ni 7 ,elos, 3 ; pro- 
( human policy of, 28 , 29 
(fleck .Vi my, surrend«‘r of IV 
Army (’or]>s to the ('ii'.'iny, 
28 ■ 

(ilreek Navy, under control of 
Fr.'ueh .Vavy, 64 
(irevilh rs, British occ upy, 368 
(iuepratte. Bear- Admiral, in 
Command of French l^’lcad 
in the l)ardain‘lles. 48 , 54 ; 
iTi the* Medit<'rrain*an, 43 
(jJurko, tJemual, in command of 
Allied forcc*s c?n the Ru- 
manian J’h'ont, 118 
(Jyirnes Fas.s, tigliting in the, 137 


H 

Haig, (Jcncral Sir Douglas, 
dispatclics <|uot<‘d, 379 , 380 
Ham, French take*, 373 
Handeni : British take. 101 ; 

(j’ermen rctr<*at te), 103 
Hannyngton, Brig.-i h'ne*ral d. A. 
in cornmanet of 2 nd K.A. 
Brigade, 94 , 103 

Harcourt, Mr., re*fiisal to he>Id 
Imp-rial Fonfe*re*ncc ( 1915 ), 
284 , 285 ; re*pl\ to sug- 

gestion of Naval (’onfcrcnce* 

( 1913 ), 276 , 277 ; on 

Dominions and Imperial 
policy, 275 


Hardinge, Lord, censured for 
share* in Mt'sopotamia 
failure, 415 , 416 
Hathaway, Siirg.-< h‘ije*ral, 

censured re medie'al break- 
deiw'ii in Mesopotamia, 416 
Hertzog. (JcuieTal, opposition tei 
(ieneral Botha, 289 
llindemhurg Line* : (h-riiian re- 
tirement tei, 369 

Hbnlenhiirg Retre*at. . 345-330 
Hoi man, Mr., rre inie r of New- 
South Wales, on lac k of 
information in tho Deimi- 
nion*'. 281 , 282 

lleiskins, Maj.-Deneral, A. R., 
(‘eimmander of Jst Division 
Fast Afrie*an Army. 94 
lluem*, (lencral von, (Jovernor 
of Antwe*rp ( 19 J 5 16 ), 461 
llughe*s. Mr. W. M., i*rimc 
MinistcT of .\u>tralia, 292 ; 
attc‘nds Keoneunie Fein- 
f(‘re*ne(* at Faris, 293 ; e*on 
.seri])tiem ]M>liey, 293 295 ; 
visit tc‘ Knglanel, 292 , 293 
Hugne*t, Re‘ar-.\el miral, in charge* 
of Fre'Ueh Naval Division 
in the Far Fast. 66 


I 

Imperial Confere‘nee ; 1911, 

re*soliition ipieited, 275 ; 
1915, post pone*in<*nt, 77o’ 
755/0’ s* (*omine*nt e)n, 232, 
283 ; 1917, mee*ting of, 303 
Impe*rial (teiie'ral Stall. 

Me‘me>i*<ineliim on foimation 
of (1909). 272. eiue)ted, 273 
Impe'i'ial War (^i.bin(*t : iele*a eef, 
269, invitation te> Deiini- 
uions, e{iie>lc*d, 298 ; imu't- 
I ng <d\ 302 

I tft pt ( Hoso^ Ltatiaii warshi]), te)r- 
)»e*elejc*d, 318 

Ifitrr pft/o^ Italian warslii]), 
mined, 318 

lon’*scu. M. 'Pake*, joins Rnma- 
niaii th>ve*iume*nt , 145, 146 
[rl(*s, British lake*, 367 
Ise^n/.ef otY<*n-ii ve*, na-val suppejrt 

to, 337 -339 

Italian Army, in Sahmika. 26 
Italian .Navy, The* work of tfie*, 
305 344 ; assist ane*e* to 
Army. ,309 ; be>rnbarelment 
of Monfaleone anel Forto 
Rf)se‘ga, 338 ; <*oi>pe*ratiem 
with Fre*ncli Navy in 
Aelrifttie. 47 ; sfre-ngth and 
e’omposition of, 310 312 ; 
f r e /I sport of Si*rhian Army, 
309, 334 ; t ra ns pc/ rf f/f)e*i a- 

lion--, 331 335 

Italy : <le*elan*s war on Tnike*y, 
330; shipping ami .ub- 
rnarim* wa»far.*, 339 3^2 ; 
seizure of (ji*riiiati, 342, 343 


Jalra. Italian subinarim*. mirii*el, 
321 

Jassy. Riinianiaii (fovernineut 
transferred to, 146 
J fiurfffuiht^rry, Fre-ne*li battle*- 
ship. in Daidaiic*l|es, 57 , 59 


Jellie'oc*, Aelmiral, e/n work o;’ 
e nj[ini*eis ill .lilt land ac*t!on 

228 

Je/tlre. (ieneral, grati^uele* to 
Frenc h Naval Brigaw, 75 
Je)nes, Ml*. Keimeily, appolnte*?! 
Dire'e*le>r-< h ne'ia! of lu/od 
Fe<»nnmy, 442 

Jiifnot', British ste'a fiu'i* : Firman 
and (\>w!c‘y at te'inpt (c/ ^•*;u ii 

Knf, 181 182 . e apturt'd 

by the* Turks. 414 
Jiitlanil, Battle e>f : awjirds for 
gallantry during. 182 184 ; 

work e/f i*ngine*t!rs duiing, 
228 


K 

Ka he* : .i(*f ion at .01 93 
Kaledin, (ie ne ral. on Biimanian 
FroiP, U7 

Kaioge*rope)ule^s, M., a [tpe/i iite d 
tire'ck Fre*mic‘r. 30 
Kast(*Horri/,on. Island of, I''re*ne*h 
Marine's oe*cupy. 20 
Kavala, sm r(*iide*re*d hy (Jrce'ks 
to t lie* <*ne*my. 28 
Kay ma ivchal'i n. .Meiiiiit, S'-rbian 
vic tory at , .34 

Ki'ary, .Maj.-( Ji iie ral. in e nm- 
juanel of 3rel Division ot 
“ Tigris ( 'orps,” 383 ;at<ai*k 
e/n Sinn .\ftar. 410 : night 
mare'h te/ the* Diijaila Re- 
elouht. 400. 401 

Ke*mball. Maj.-( lencia! : at 

Battle* of Sheikh Saad, 
387 ; night luare h te/ the* 
Dujaiia Re*de)iibt. 400. 401 
Khat/a)K>iile/s, (N/h/ne*!, snrre'ir 
de*!* to the* eiic'iny at 
Ka vala, 28 

Kili inanjare/ opi*ra( iems, 85 93; 
ele’*-e*ri pt ion e/f nre*a e/f, 86, 

87 ; (jli*m*ral Smuts on ‘lie*. 

88 

Ki1e‘he*ner, Le/rd, »Sj/e*e*ial Fn\(/y 
te/ ( J ri*e*e*i*, 8 

Knf»l/e*b’.elr)if, (ie*iie*ra.l Se*hmi<lt 
vein, in ('ommand of Frus- 
sinn 42nel Di\»sion, 131 
Koneloa Irangi : Biitisii oce upy, 
99; (h rnian olbiisivc tails 
at. 100. lOJ 

AVoz/V/sV/r/'i/, (h-rmari <* miser, 
dest reiyeel in the* Biifiji, 83 
Koreigwe*. British i‘e*aeh. 103 
Ke)se*h. ({ciieial voii, in eorii- 
inanel of Daiitibe* Aitny, 

118, 121, 128. 131 

Ke/nridr/iiriotis, \ej miral. sup- 
ports M. Ve*iii7< |o ;, 30 
Kdve*ss \'(/fl K«i ve.,shil./.a, 
t Je*ne*ral. on the* Moldavian 
bordeu-, 117 

KralVt \nti De-I mendfig’U, 
th*ri'*ral. in Burnania, 118, 

3 27, 131 

Kraut. Major, in ('omn/and e/f 
Ne/rth* iJ/ (b*rnian te/ree*.'* in 
»I<*rfnan Fast Afrie-a, 83 
Krist(/dheiule/s, (le/Ie/ne*! ; <le*fe n'*e* 
e/f Sen-s. 28 

Krivf/bik, Fre*rn*h e/e*eii py, 5 
Keihne, (h*ii ral ve/ii. in Ru- 
mania, 113, 131, 137 
Kiit, The* Siege* and Fall of. 
January April, 1916, 381* 
417 ; failure c/f tirst sitt«*mpt 
tc/ re lieve*. 390 ; failure* e/f 
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Mcooiui »ttc*rn|>t, 401, 403, 
causc-y, 402; Na\al aiul 
Air .scrvi(M*s lo garrison at, 
413 ; KiiiTcrnlc r of, 414 ; 
third attornpi to relieve, 
404 412:, failure of, 413 


L 

Laoaze, Adniiial, siK*e<*cds M. 
AiJga'^ni ur as French Mini^- 
of Marine, 41 ; gratitmle 
to French Navy, 75 
Lake, Lieiil ieiieral Sir Ff‘rey, 
sinaieds Sir John Nixon 
in M<‘Sf>[M?tiiinia, 384 ; Kut 

dis|iat<'hes qiiotf-d, 401, 

404 408, 411, 412 

J^ainhros, Fndessor. apjtointid 
(in'ck Freinier, 30 
Lfitonrhi-T n' viUf\, French 

<riiiser, work during Dar- 
danelles operations, 58 81 
Fe Ihiiapie, Jfritish capture, 362 
Le Hon, lv'*ar-Admiral, in J)ai- 
daiit'lles operations, 61 
I-iC Dris, Vice-Admiral, in th(‘ 
Mediti'iraiu an, 43 
I.echit'^k y, tieiieral. on Jiu- 
innnian I'^'ont, 117 
/h Austrian st«‘anier, des- 

troyed (hiring raid eii 
Ancona, 330 

/.•titnirtfit (if! Italian 

dn adnoiight, lilown up, 310, 
337 

Ia‘<ih (iomln Ho, French armoured 
cruiser, sunk hy Austrian 
suhinarine, 44, 45 
Le Fransloy- l^oupart line, (Jer- 
mans fall hack on, 362 
Lettow- Vorheek, (Jolonel \ on, in 
eommand in Fast Afiiea, 
77 83 ; in Kondoa Irangi. 
100 

lagny, British oe< upy, 362 
Floyd tJeorye, Bt. lion. David : 
issues summons foi lu\- 
lu'iial War Fain net, 298 ; 
legislation to increase fo«»d 
}>roduetion, 443; on Im- 
perial War Fahinet, 301, 
302; on ](rospeets on the 
\Vest(‘rn Front. 346; on 
scarcity o^ food, 436 ; on 
spirit of the British people, 
452; on success of Im- 
perial War (^ihinet, 302, 
303 

l^oupart, British occupy, 368 


U 

Macin : fall of, 130 ; strategu- 
i m portance of, 129 
Mackeiistui. I'icid- Mai-^hall von, 
HI cMininand of operation'^ 
in Bumania, 117. 129 
Ma»‘N»‘cce, Surg.-( Jeneral, cen- 
sured re mcdiial hreak- 
down in Mesopotamia. 41b 
Mo tto I, Austrian guuhoat. 
attacked hy Italian sul - 
mar. Me, 320, 321 
Mahon. F» ncral Sir Bryan, in 
command of lOth Division 
in Salonika. 3 

31alleson. Brig.-( ouicral, in com- 
mand of 2nd Fast African 


J)i vision, 78 ; resigns eom- 
mand, 88 

Margin' Ionian, M. Alexander ; 
refusal to participate in 
K u m aniati ( io ve i n me n t , 

149 

Ma ssey, Mr., Prime Minister of 
New Zealand in Foalition 
(’al)inet, 291 

Ma.-siges Bidge, Ferman attack 
on, 356 

Mamie, (jlen(‘ral, in eommand 
of 13th Division in Meso- 
[Kitamia, 404 

Mhiivuni, Jiritish base at, 83, 
‘94, 96 

Mediterranean ; French Navy 
in the, 42 44. 61. 62 ; 

submarine menace in the, 

65 

4/ f 7a.su, Italian submarine, 
sunk by Austrian sub- 
mariin*, 319, 320 
Mercier, (Virdinal : ]>rotest 

against Belgian dii[>ortii- 
tions, 472 ; on forced 
labour in HiJgium, 454 
Mesopotamia ; medical break- 
<io\vn in, 391, 395 ; Vineent- 
Bingley (’orn mission quot<“d, 
392 394. .396, 397 ; Boyal 
Fornmission appointed, 434, 
Bef>ort issued, 416 
Mesopotamia D|)erations : 1914 
16: Fencral Aylmer's re- 
organization of for(S‘s 
during the, 398; scandal 
of defective etjui f>m(Mit, 
390; transport dillieulties, 
384, 385 

Meuse, tighting on, 365 368, 
370, 372 

M( y(’i-. Sir Win., rc' ponsi bili ty 
for e<*onomi(‘s in Indian 
Army, 416 

Milh*, Captain Fnrieo, Italian 
Miinsti'r of Marine (1913- 
14), 312, 313 

.Milne, Fieut. (lenera! <1. 1'., 

sucei'cds Sir B. Mah.on in 
Sahuiik;!, 25 ; o]M*iations 
on Varda r Front, 30 ; dis- 
patches (pioted, 31 
Miraumont. (huiuans abandon, 

359 

.Mishich, Feiu'ral, in command 
of 2nd Serbian Army in 
advanc(‘ on .Monastir. 36 
Momba>a, British base at, 94 
Monastir : Allied advanct' on, 
33 38, fall of, 38 
Monfa leone, fall of, \a\al and 
.Military cooperation, 338 
Mati'H, Fli nch submarine, sunk 
otT Dura/./.o. 47 

.Monro, Fcn'cral Sir ('has., in 
Salonika, 6 ; on the 10th 
D.\ i‘-ion, 7 

Mont St. (Quentin. British take, 
370 

Morgen, Feiieral von, in H li- 
ma nia, 117, 131 
Mo.>-hi, British oceiqiy, 89, 93 
Mo-Hkhopoiilos, (General, ap- 
])ointed Fhiif i>f (Jeneral 
StniT. 29; in eommand of 
111 (Ireck (Salonika) Army 
('orps, 3, 13 

Mt/usfiHt f, French destroyer, 
sunk by the n, 67 
Mrogoro : (Jeneral Sniuts'.s ail- 
vanee on, 113 ; (Jermans 


fall back on, 108, 109, 111, 
evacuate, 113 

Murray, (Jeneral Sir A., succeeds 
(Jeneral Monro as Comman- 
der of British Mediterranean 
Expeditionary Force, 14 

N 

Naval Engineering : see British 
Savy 

Xcf/fbo, Italian warship, sunk by 
.\ustrian submarine, 318 

X(rtidf\ Italian submarine, tor- 
pedo(‘<l, 316 

NerizofT, (Jc'ueral, in eommand 
of 3rd Bulgarian Army, 118 

Nesle, British and French take. 
370 

New Zealand : (kialition 

(5i billet formed, 291 ; (kini- 
piilsion Bill pas.sed, 291, 
292 

Ngurii Afountain.s, operations on 
the. 109, 111 

Nicol, Vice-Admiral, in the 
Dardanelli s, 61 

Nixon, (Jeneral Sir John : cen- 
sured foi* share in Mesopo- 
tamia failure, 415. 416 ; 

resigns MesnjKjtamian C-oin- 

mand. 384 

Northey, Brig.-( Jeneral, in eom- 
mand of Bhodesia- N ya.sa- 
land Force, 77 

Xurorff, Austrian light cruiser, 
sinks two British drifters in 
Adriatic. 335 

Noyon, Frtuieh oiuuipy, 372 

Nussfy, Brig. -(Jeneral A. 11. M., 
Chief of Staff under (Jeneral 
Van Deventer, 98 


o 

Oi'ttingen, (Jtuieral von, in 
Bumania, 131 
Oil fuel : sci‘ British X (try 
Oitoz V^alley, battles in the, 136 
Otranto, Straits of, Austrians 
sink 14 British drifters in 
the, 336 


Pangani Biv(*r: (Jeneral Smuts's 
ad\aiiee along, 102; ])ort 
occupied l)v British Navy, 

107 

Pare Mountains : des(‘ri])tion of 
region, 102 ; o]U‘rations in, 

91 

[‘arsons. Sir ('harks : invention 
of steam turhine, 203 208 
Pelagosa. Islanil of. occupied hy 
Italians, 307, 316 
IVi’onm*, British taki*, 370 
Petit ti di Boreto, (Aniiit Alfonso, 
ill eommand f>f Italian 
Army in Salonika, 26 
Piaceiitini, (Jeneral, succeeds 
(Jeneral Bertotti in com- 
mand of Italian Expedi- 
tionary Force, 22 
Pitmontr, Italian cruiser, bom- 
bards Dedeagateh, 344 
Ploeshti, Allies' retreat from, 
122 

Pola : Austrian Navy at, 307, 
308 ; Italian destro^'cr raid 
on (November, 1916), 319 
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Pontrwo, (jfiioral Bovcs 

action at, 104 

Pope. The, protest aj^aiiist 
Helgiaii deportations, 473 
PopofT. Dr., at Schneideiniihl 

Pani]), 236 

Porto Hosega, Italian oceupatioii 
of. 338 

Presan, ({vneral ; (’hief-of -Staff 
under (leiieral Avercseii, 
140; in eorninand of 
Rumanian 4th .\riny, 117 
Fritirjpi' 11 min rtiK Italian trans- 
)K)rt. sunk l)y Austrian 
submarim*, 334 

Prisoners of War (11.). 229 268 ; 

Australians, tnuitnunt of, 
249, 250 ; brliirul the tiring 
line, 245 230 ; RlanIveMl)urg 
(’amp, 238. 239; (’amps, 
i mpro vcinetils, Mr. tJerard s 
work, 236 239 ; dispatch 

of woumh’d and invalids to 
Switzerland, 256 258 ; c's- 
cap(*s. 263 265, 267 ; ex- 
change of »lisal»lcd mcr». 

256 ; food. 241, 243 : (.’ar- 
ilchgen (’amp. 232 235; 
(liessen (’amp. 241 ; Irish 
refuse to join Roger 
(’asemeni, 240, 241 ; Kron- 
a<-h (’am)>. 239 ; labour 
exploitation. 244. 245 ; 

Mesopotamia, treatment by 
Turks in, 253, 254 ; Mindcn 
(’amp, 236 ; Prisoums of 
War Soviet i<'s formed, 254 ; 
Russi.'tu PrisoiK'is ot War 
(’ommittia*. formation of, 
261 ; Sidineidmniibl (’amp. 
236; Serl)ians. eoiiditiens 
in \al■iou^ (’amps. 2G2, 263 ; 
S.W. .\fiie!«, tieatment of 
Pritisli -n. 252. 253 ; statis- 
ties, 229; Stendal (’amp. 
235 ; Srnl-Kileueelitej- 
Mo<jr Camp. 239; treat- 
ment (d‘ Rijssianson Imi- tern 
Cnnit. 258 2G2 ; 'I’ully. 
Private. ease of 240; 
Wittenberg Cam)), 230 232 
Fron nn //.. I'rcie h aaixiiiarv 
<‘iuis<‘r. Mink by (’35. 65 
Puisieii\-au- Mont. Rriti.sh ca|)- 

tun*. 363 

Pys, (lermans abandon, 359 
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Rathenau, Herr Walter, ex- 
|)loitation of Relgium and 
other «>ecu))ied territori<*s, 

457, 458 

Rawlinson, Ccneral Sir Hi'niy, 
?nentioned in dis|)atclie'^, 

380 

Hinandln., Pnneh destroyer, 
sunk by .\ustriau sub- 
marine. 47 

Reprisals, (lerrnan treatment of 
prisoners, 251 

Jif (hnherto, Italian \ e.'-sel, .sunk, 

331 

Revel. Vier -Admiral (’ount 
Thaon di. succemis l)uk(‘ of 
Abru7.?.i as Oimmander-in- 
C’hief of Italian Navy, 314 
Rhondda, I^ird. succeeds I.ord 
Devonport as Food (.’on- 
frolb*r, 442 


Rimnic Sarat : Battle of. 126- 
128 

Roejjiiignv - Rapaume - Ablniii'e- 
\ille line, (Jermans fall bcek 
on. 368 

Ronar. 'h, .\dmiral. at (he V.ser. 
72, 73 

Rouyi r, Rear-.\«imiral. in etun- 
rnand of French Flei't in the 
(’hannel. 42 

Royt‘ : British |)o.si(ion extend 'd 
to, 363 ; French enter. 370 

Rufiji Riv<>r, (Jermans dri\en 
into dist riet of. 1 14 

Rumania : <-orn sU))|)lies im- 
ported into (Jj'rmany ami 
.Austria. 141 ; formation of 
.National ( Joviuiimeiit. I't7. 
148; (loverrirn'iit t.aU'- 
ferred to .las-y, 146 : ’lar- 
Ni'.st bought by British 
(.’o\ ernment. 142: oil and 
corn destroyed, 142: 
|*oIi(ieal I'vents in. 143 152 

Rumania, King nf, on Rumanm's 
|)o!iev. 146 

Rumaii'an .\rmv. reorgeni/ation 
of the, 140; 141 

Rumcman Camjiaign ot 1916: 
III., The Last IMiase 117 
152; lull in ojx rat ions 
during wilder, 1,38 140; 
l‘u.s.,inns annihikati' Bul- 
garian battalion in D.inube 
Delta. 137, 138; Rusm)- 
Rumanian retreat t»» the 
Smeth. 119 133 

Rujiel, Fort, ( Jfeek surremb'r of, 

24 

/0/v.w//, Brills)) battle.ship, sunk 
in tile Mediterraimnn. 65 

Russian .\rm v. lands in Salonika, 
26 ’ 

Ru.s,sia/i I’ri-oners of War Corn- 
ijiittee, formation of. 2C1 


Saill v-Saillisel Ridg!-, British 

take Mill 153. .355 
St. Pierre- Vaasi, Wooil, (Jermans 
abandon, 369 

St. (,)u(nlin, AIII'mI advance »in, 
37(i ; (’anal. Freneh cro<s, 
374 

Sakhaioff, (Jeneral, in er)mm.ind 
of .Mlied Forces in th«* 

Dobrudja, 118. 130 
Salaita Hill, British bombar<l,87 
Salonika : air rahls on. 13. 20, 
21 : Anglo- Fr<-iich <‘ontin- 
gi nt'. land. 3 ; conditions 
and life in. 17-19; history 

of, 10 12 

Salonika Kxpeditioiv; October, 
1915, to .November. 1916, 
1 40; Allies* defensive liii'*.'-', 
12 15 ; French Navy in, 
63 66 ; landing of Italians 
and Russians. 26 ; fipening 
of Allied offensive, 26; 
withdrawal t)f Allie<I troo|)s 
into (Jreek territory, 7 9 : 
work of 10th Division, 7 
Sanna-i-yat jK)sition, British 
failure at, 406 408; last 
British assault on, 406 413 
Sarrail. (Jeneral : in er)}nmand <>f 
Allied Armie.sin Macedonia, 
14; in Salonika, 3, 26; 


arre^iCs enemy Con 'ids in 
Salonik.i, 13 

Sclimettow, (Jeneral Count, in 
Rumania. 118, 131 

ScliiU'e, Dr., earrie.s on civil 
adm n’stration in (Jerman 
Fast Africa. 78. 81 
Selons. (’a|>tain F. (’., D.S.O., in 
Fast .Africa, 104 
Senc'j. Rcar-.\dmiral, in com- 
ma ml of the f.t'on (In nihi{fit 
when sunk. 45, 46 
Seiisee. British line extended 
on the, 379 

Serbia : Bulgarization of occu- 
pied |)arts Iff. 23; over- 
running of, 3 ; Serbian 
entiv into Seibian villages, 

34 

Serbia. Prince Regent Alexander, 
arrives in Salonika. 26 
Smhian .\rmy : objections to 
trau‘'j)ort across (Jreeei*. 
23 ; reorganization at Coifii, 
23; traiis|)ort of. 309. 334 
Sereth line ; deserijition and 
stiatiLOcal value of. 119, 
133 : ( Jerman ad vaiiee on 
Lower Sereth. 131. 133; 

R usso- R u mania n n’lri'a! to 

Riv.r. 119 133 
Seire, (Jermans abandon, 359 
Slunli. British toipedo boat 
des(rov«'r, crew awarded the 
D.S.O.’. 184 

Sheikh Saad : British advance 
011,385; Battle of. 387 
Sheppaid. Brig.-t Jenmal S. IL. 
in eomrnaml of ls( h]a,sj 
African Brigade. 91 94. 112 
Sinn .Aftar, British failure (o 
take, 410, 411 

Skoplje (Cskub), Allied elforts 
to reach. 3 

Skoiiloudis, M.. resign ition of.25 
Smuts, Limit. '( JeneiJil .). C., in 
command in Fast .Afiiea, 
77 ; ado|)ls (Jeneral ’righe\ 
filans. 84 86; dispat«hes 
(juoti'd. 88. 89, 92; moves 
liead'iuarters to .Moshi, 94 ; 
plans to (jike Pare and 
Csambara. regions, 102 ; re- 
orgjim/es Fa.^t .\frican 
Armv, 94 ; on lutuic (’ou- 
st it ution of the Frn|)ire, 
304 ; visit to Fngland, 304 
Sois.-^ori.'^, Freneh advance north 

ot. 375 

Sornnn- : Battle of the, (Jerman 
explanations of. 346 ; 
bj-idging at Brie by British, 
370, 371; (Jerman retn-at 
from .Arras to Soi.ssons, 369 
Somme Canal, French CIOS';, 375 
Sf)iith .Africa: Flection (1915), 
289 291 ; politics in, 289 
291 

Soveia, enemy defeat in the 
region of, 136 

Starkov (Jrob line. Biilgars 
evacuati*. 34 

Stewart, Maj. -(Jeneral .1. M., in 
command of 1st Fast, .Afri- 
can Division, 78, 84, 91; 
resigns comma ml. 91 
Struma, River: British take 
over line of, 25 ; fighting on 
the, 27, 30 
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Sir Dov'oton, on work of 
Naval onjji ncors in Talk I and 
(.slarids ar*tiiHK 228 
.iSuhrriarincH : Australiaiu J A’2 
sunk, 53; Aurttrian. <l«/- 
slroyf‘(l f)y Italians. 343 : 
f/3 .sunk by tin* /{issatt, 47 ; 
fJ3 and r'4 Mink in tin* 
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]>!oit of tl>e, 51-53; Cnrir 
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47 ; Jotilr sunk, 51, 53 ; 
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ee.ss at, 38^ 389 

Usarnbara Bef^ion, deseri|)tion 
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Bell, 2nd Liyiit. 1). S., 163 ; 
Bell, Capt. K. N. K., 166, 
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A. S., 159 ; Bloom field, 

(’apt. W’. A.. 179. 180; 

Boulter, Sgt. W’. K., 172, 
173 ; Bradford. Lienl.-Col. 

B. B., 174, 175 ; Bromley. 

Cap!.. 184 ; Buehan i.’i. 
Capt. A. H.. 165. 166; 

Campbell, I’omiii. (L, 186; 
Campbell, Lieut. -Col, d. 
168; Carter. Sgt. -Maj N. V., 
164 ; (’arton de W’lart, 

Capt. .\.. 159; Casth'tou. 
Sgt. i\ C., 165 ; (’ates, 

2nd Lieut. (J. K., 186; 

(’at her. Temp. Lieut. (J 
St. Cl. S., 164 ; Chafer, 

i*te. t;. \V.. 156 ; Chavassi*. 
(’apt. N. t;.. 163. 170; 


Clarke. *Pte. Ueo, 171, 172; 
Congreve, Maj. W. La T.. 
168. 169 ; Cooke. Btt*. T.. 
164 ; (’orriw(*II, Boy da<dt, 

155, 189 : (.’oury, 2nd Ideut. 
(L (L, 171 ; Oiwley, Lieut - 
Comm. C. H., 181, 182; 
Cunningham, Btt*. d., 180 ; 
Davies, (’pi. d. B.. 192 ; 
Dowiiic*. Sgt. B., 175. 177 ; 
Drake, CpI. A., 155; Kd- 

wards, Bte. F. d., 176; 

Kr.skiiii*. Art. -Sgt. dohii, 

156, 190 ; Faulds, |*te. 

VV. F., 161, 163 ; Finnan, 
Lieut. H. D. B., 181, 182; 
Fivyherg, Capt. B. C., 17 L 
178*; Fyiiii, Pte. J. H.. 
165, .190 ; C alii poll 'landing 
awards, 184-186 ; Dill, Sgt. 
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155 ; Harvev, Maj. F. d. VV., 
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gi‘r 168. 173. 174 ; dut- 
laiid Bank Battle awards 
182 184: K.4lv. Temp. 2nd 
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d. 174; Khan, Naik 
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(^uigg, IMe. B., 161. 16 1 ; 
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184 ; Bitehie, Drummer 
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Willi.s, Cai»t. K. R., 384; 
Wright, Capt. T., 155 
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Salonika i-xpeililion, 31 
\\'ilh('lm''tal, British 0 ( eui)v. 103 
Winekb r, (ieii. \on. in eonnnaixl 
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at Salonika, 21 

Zimxrakakis, Col., lea<ler of the 
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